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TO  RICHARD  BEXTLEV,  Eb^ 


Yoc  wlsti  roe  to  collect  into  a  aiDgle  volume  certain  ramb* 
ling  extracts  fix)m  our  I'amily  memoranda,  many  of  which  liave 
already  appeared  in  the  page?  of  your  Miscellany.  At  the  same 
time  you  tell  me  that  doubts  are  entertained  in  certain  quarters 
as  to  the  authenticity  of  their  details. 

Now,  with  respect  to  their  genuinenesf*,  the  old  oalc  chest, 
in  which  the  originals  are  deposited,  is  not  more  familiar  to  my 
eyes  than  it  l)  to  your  own  ;  and  if  its  contents  have  any  value 
At  all,  it  consists  in  iho  strict  veracity  of  the  facts  they  record. 

To  convince  the  most  incrf^dulous,  I  can  only  add,  that 
should  business — pleitsurc  is  ont  of  the  question — ever  call  them 
into  the  neighbonrhood  of  Folkestone,  let  them  take  the  liigh 
rond  from  Canterbury  to  Dover  till  they  reach  the  eastern  ex* 
tremity  of  Barhum  Downs.  Here  a  bemtiful  green  lane  diverg- 
ing abruptly  to  the  right,  will  carry  them,  through  the  Oxendcn 
plantations  and  the  unpretending  village  of  Denton,  to  the  foot 
of  a  very  respectable  hill — ^as  hills  go  in  this  part  of  Europe. 
On  reaching  its  summit  let  them  look  stniiglit  before  thcr.),— 
and  if  among  the  hanging  woods  which  crown  the  opposite  side 
of  the  valley,  ihey  cannot  distinguish  an  antiquated  Miinor-house 
of  Elizabethan  architecture,  with  its  gublc  ends',  stoue  stanchions, 
and  tortuous  chimneys  rising  above  the  surrounding  trees,  why 
— >the  sooner  they  procure  a  pair  of  Dolland^s  patent  spectacletr 
the  belter. 
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If,  on  the  contrary,  they  can  ronnui^e  to  descry  i\  and,  pro* 
cecding  some  five  or  six  furlongs  through  the  aTem  e,  will  ring 
At  t,.^  Loogc-gate — thoy  cannot  mistake  the  stoDe  lion  with  the 
Ingoldsby  escutcheon  (Ermiiic,  a  Faltire  engrailed  Gules)  in  hii 
paw8, — they  will  be  received  with  a  hcarly  old  Enghsh  welcome. 

The  papers  in  question  having  been  wnttt*n  by  diflereiit  par* 
ties,  and  at  various  periods,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  re- 
duce the  mor^  ancient  of  them  into  a  comparatively  modem 
phraseology,  and  to  loakc  my  collat(*ral  ancestor  Father  John, 
especially,  *  deliver  himself  tike  a  man  of  thi<4  w  3rld  ;  *  Mr.  tfa- 
guire,  indeed,  is  the  only  Gentleman  who,  in  hi&  account  of  the 
late  Coronation,  retains  his  own  rich  vernacular. 

As  to  arrangement,  I  shall  adopt  the  sentiment  expressed 
by  the  Constable  of  Bourbon  four  centuries  ago,  te$  e  Shaka- 
peare,  one  which  seems  to  become  more  fashionable  every  day. 

**  Tb«  Devil  toke  all  or4lcr  !!-ni  to  tbe  tbrung  I  " 

Believe  me  to  be. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Tours,  most  indubitably  and  immeasurably, 

TuoMAs  biaoi.MBr« 
Ttpfringtfin  Kverara 
Jan. »«,  1840. 
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PREPACK 

TO     THE     SECOND     EDITION. 


TO  RICHARD  BENTLEY,  Esq^ 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  SHOULD  have  replied  sooner  to  your  letter,  but 
liiat  the  last  three  days  in  January  are,  as  you  are  aware, 
always  dedicated,  at  the  Hall,  to  an  especial  baltuef  and  the 
old  house  is  full  of  shooting-jackets,  shot-belts,  and 
■*  double  Joes.^  Even  the  women  wear  percussion  caps, 
and  your  favourite  (?)  Rover,  who,  you  may  remember, 
examined  the  calves  of  your  legs  with  such  suspicious 
curiosity  at  Christmas,  is  as  pheasant-mad  as  if  he  were 
a  biped,  instead  of  being  a  genuine  four-legged  sdon  of 
the  Blenheim  breed.  I  have  managed,  however,  to  avul 
myself  of  a  lucid  interval  in  the  general  hallucination  (how 
the  rain  did  come  down  on  Monday !),  and  as  you  tell  me 
the  excellent  friend  whom  you  are  in  the  habit  of  styling 
'*a  Generous  and  Enlightened  Public,**  has  emptied  your 
shelves  of  the  first  edition,  and  **  asks  for  more,"*  why  I 
agree  vnih  you,  it  would  be  a  want  of  respect  to  tliat  very 
respectable   personification,  when    furnishing   him  with  a 
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VI  PREFACE   TO  THE   SECOND  EDITION. 

farther  supply,  not  to  endeavour,  at  least,  to  amend  my  faults, 
which  are  few,  and  your  own,  which  are  more  numerous; 
I  have,  therefore,  gone  to  work  con  amure^  supplying 
occasionally  on  my  own  part  a  deficient  note,  or  elucidatory 
sbinza,  and  on  yours  knocking  out,  without  remorse,  your 
superfluous  {*s,  and  now  and  then  eviscerating  your  colon. 

My  duty  to  our  illustJious  friend  thus  performed,  I  have 
a  crow  to  pluck  with  him — ^Why  will  he  persist — as  you 
tell  me  he  does  persist — ^in  calling  me  by  all  sorts  of 
names  but  those  to  which  I  am  entitled  by  birth  and 
baptism — my  **  Sponsorial  and  l*atronymic  appellations,'' 
as  Dr.  Pangloss  has  it? — Mrs.  Malaprop  compldns,  and 
^ith  justice,  of  **an  assault  upon  her  parts  of  speech,"  but 
CO  attack  one's  very  existence — ^to  deny  that  one  is  a  person 
in  esse,  and  scarcely  to  admit  that  one  may  be  a  person 
171  posse,  is  tenfold  cruelty; — ^^Mt  is  pressing  to  death, 
whipping,  and  hanging !" — ^let  me  entreat  all  such  likewise 
to  remember  that,  as  Shakspeare  beautifully  expresses 
himself  elsewhere — ^I  give  his  words  as  quoted  by  a  very 
worthy  Baronet  in  a  neighbouring  county,  when  protesting 
against  a  defamatory  placard  at  a  general  election— 

"  Who  itMls  my  pane  steals  staff!— 
»Twas  mine— tisn't  his— nor  nobody  elsePs! 
Bui  he  who  runs  away  with  my  Oooo  Namb, 
Robs  me  of  what  docs  not  do  him  any  good. 
And  makes  me  deuced  poor!"  * 

(n  order  utterly  to  squabash  and  demolish  every  gainsayer 

*  A  reading  which  seems  most  unaccountably  to  hare  escaped  the  reaearcheg 
of  ail  modem  Shakspearians,  including  the  rival  editors  of  the  new  and  illu» 
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I  had  thought,  at  one  time,  of  asking  my  old  aod  esteemed 
friend,  Richard  Lane,  to  crush  thorn  at  once  with  his  ma^ 
pencil,  and  to  transmit  my  features  to  posterity,  where 
ail  his  works  are  sure  to  be  "delivered  according  to  the 
direction  f  but  somehow  the  noble-looking  profiles  which 
he  has  recently  executed  of  the  Kemble  family  put  me  a 
little  out  of  conceit  with  my  own,  while  the  undisguised 
amusement  which  my  "  Mephistopheles  Eyebrow,"  as  he 
termed  it,  afforded  him,  in  the  "  full  face,"  induced  me  to  Uy 
aside  the  design.  Besides,  my  dear  Sir,  since,  as  has  well 
been  observed, "  there  never  was  a  married  man  yet  who  had 
not  somebody  remarkably  like  him  walking  about  town,"  it 
is  a  thousand  to  one  but  my  lineaments  might,  after  all,  out  of 
sheer  perverseness  be  ascribed  to  any  body  rather  tlian  to 
tlie  real  owner.  I  have  therefore  sent  you,  instead  thereof, 
a  very  fair  sketch  of  Tappington,  taken  from  the  Folkestone 
road  (I  tore  it  last  night  out  of  Julia  Simpkmson's  album) ; 
get  Gilks  to  make  a  woodcut  of  it  And  now,  if  any 
miscreant  (I  use  the  word  only  in  its  primary  and 
"  Pickwickian "  sense  of  **  Unbeliever,")  ventures  to  throw 
any  further  doubt  upon  the  matter,  why,  as  Jack  Cadets 
iriend  says  in  the  play,  "  There  are  the  chimneys  ic  my 
father's  house,  and  the  bricks  are  alive  at  this  day  to  testify 
It!" 
"  WTiy,  very  well  then — we  hope  here  be  trutiis !" 
Heaven  be  with  you,  my  dear  Sir ! — ^I  wa9  getting  a  little 
*3Bated:  but  you,  who  are  mild  as  the  DLik  that  dews  tb<> 
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soft  whittker  of  the  now-weaned  kitten,  will  forgive  ne 
when,  wiping  away  the  nascent  moisture  from  ray  brow,  1 
^  pull  in,**  and  aubscribe  myself. 

Yours  quite  as  much  as  his  own, 

Thomas  iKGOLDaXi 

Tappfaiftoa  Vt«rv« 
FiebM  VIA 
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INGOLDSBY    LEGEiYDS. 


THE  SrECTRE  OF  TAPPINGTON. 

••  It  is  very  odd,  though ;  what  can  have  become  of 
tliom  ?^  said  Charles  Seafoith,  as  he  peeped  under  the 
▼alance  of  an  old-fashioned  bedstead,  in  an  old-fashioned 
apartment  of  a  still  more  old-fashioned  manor-house ; 
^  \  is  confoundedly  odd,  and  I  canH  make  it  out  at  all. 
Why,  Barney,  where  are  they  t — and  where  tlie  d — ^1 
are  you  I" 

No  answer  was  returned  to  this  appeal;  and  the 
Lieutenant,  who  was,  in  the  main,  a  reasonable  person, — 
at  least  as  reasonable  a  person  as  any  young  gentleman 
of  twenty-two  in  "  the  service"  can  fairly  be  expected  to 
be, — cooled  when  he  reflected  that  his  servant  could 
scarcely  reply  extempore  to  a  summons  which  it  was 
impossible  he  should  hear. 

An  application  to  the  bell  wasHhe  considerate  result, 
and  the  footsteps  of  as  tiglit  a  lad  as  ever  put  pipe-clay 
to  bfilt  sounded  along  the  gallery. 

"  Gome  in  1"  said  his  master. — An  ineffectual  attempt, 
upon  the  door  reminded  Mr.  Seaforth  tb'vt  he  had  locked 
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14  THE   SPECTRE 

himself  in. — "  By  Heaven  !  this  is  the  oddest  thing  of 
all/*  said  he,  as  he  turned  the  key  and  admitted  Mr. 
Maguire  into  his  dormitory. 

"  Barney,  where  are  ray  pantaloons  ?" 

'^Is  it  the  breeclies?"  asked  the  valet,  casting  an 
inquiring  eye  round  the  apartment ; — "  is  it  the  breeches, 
sir?" 

"  Yes ;  what  have  you  done  with  them  ?" 

"  Sure  then  your  honour  had  them  on  when  you  went 
to  bed,  and  it's  hereabout  they'll  be.  Til  be  bail ;"  and 
Barney  lifted  a  f;ishionabIe  tunic  from  a  cane-backed 
arm-chair,  proceeding  in  his  examination.  But  the 
search  was  vain :  there  was  the  tunic  aforesaid, — there 
was  a  smart-looking  kerseymere  waistcoat ;  but  the  mosi 
important  article  of  all  in  a  gentleman's  wardrobe  was 
still  wanting. 

"  Where  can  they  be  ?"  asked  the  master,  with  a  strong 
accent  on  the  auxiliary  verb. 

"  Sorrow  a  know  I  knows,"  said  the  man. 

"  It  must  have  been  the  Devil,  then,  after  all,  who 
has  been  here  and  carried  them  off!"  cried  Seaforth, 
staring  full  into  Barney's  face. 

Mr,  Maguire  was  not  devoid  of  the  superstition  of  his 
countrymen,  still  he  looked  as  if  ho  did  not  quite 
subscribe  to  the  sequUur, 

Ilis  master  read  incredulity  in  his  countenance.  "  Wliy, 
I  tell  you,  Barney,  I  put  them  there,  on  that  arm-chair, 
when  I  got  into  bed  ;  and,  by  Heaven  1  I  distinctly  saw 
the  ghost  of  the  old  iillow  they  told  me  of,  come  in  at 
midnight^  put  on  mjTpantaloons,  and  walk  away  with 
them." 

^^  May  be  so  "  was  the  cautious  replj( 
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•*  I  thought,  ^f  course,  it  was  a  dream ;  but  then, — 
where  tlie  d — 1  ire  the  breeches  ?" 

Tlie  question  was  more  easily  asked  than  answered. 
Barney  renewed  his  search,  while  the  lieutenant  folded 
bis  arms,  and,  haning  against  the  toilet,  sunk  into  a 
reverie. 

"  After  all,  it  mu3t  be  some  trick  of  my  laughter-loving 
cousins,"  said  Seaforth. 

"Ah!  tlien,  tlie  ladies  I"  chimed  in  Mr.  Maguire, 
though  the  observation  was  not  addressed  to  him ;  ''  and 
will  it  be  Miss  Caroline,  or  Miss  Fanny,  that's  stole  your 
honour's  things  ?" 

"  1  hardly  know  what  to  think  of  it,"  pursued  the 
bereaved  lieutenant,  still  speaking  in  soliloquy,  with  his 
eye  resting  dubiously  on  the  chamber-door.  "  I  locked 
myself  in,  that's  certain ;  and — but  there  must  be  some 
otiier  entrance  to  the  room — pooh !  I  remember — the 
private  staircase ;  how  could  I  be  such  a  fool  ?"  and  he 
crossed  the  chamber  to  where  a  low  oaken  doorcase  was 
dimly  visible  in  a  distant  corner.  lie  paused  before  it. 
Nothing  now  interfered  to  screen  it  from  observation ; 
but  it  bore  tokens  of  having  been  at  some  earlier  period 
concealed  by  tapestry,  remains  of  which  yet  «jlothed  the 
walls  on  either  side  of  the  portal. 

"  Tins  way  tliey-must  have  come,"  said  Beaforth ;  "  I 
wish  with  all  my  heart  I  had  caught  them !" 

"  Och  1  the  kittens  I"  sighed  Mr.  Barney  Maguire. 

But  the  mystery  was  yet  as  far  from  being  solved  as 
before.  True,  there  was  the  "other  door;"  but  then 
tJiat,  too,  on  examination,  was  even  more  firmly  secured 
than  the  one  which  opened  on  the  gallery, — two  heavy 
bolts  on  the  inside  etTcctually  preventied  any  ccup  dc 
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main  on  the  lieutenhnfs  bivouac  from  that  quarter. 
He  was  more  puzzled  than  ever ;  nor  did  the  minutest 
inspection  of  the  walls  and  floor  throw  any  light  upon 
the  subject:  one  thing  only  was  clear, — ^the  breeches 
were  gone !     '^  It  is  very  singular,"  said  the  lieutenant 

*  «r  *  «r  «r 

Tappington  (generally  called  Tapton)  Everard,  is 
an  antiquated  but  commodious  manor-house  in  the 
eastern  division  of  the  county  of  Kent  A  former 
proprietor  had  been  High-sheriff  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth, 
and  many  a  dark  and  dismal  tradition  was  yet  extant  of 
the  licentiousness  of  his  life,  and  the  enormity  of  his 
offences.  The  Glen,  which  the  keeper's  daughter  was 
seen  to  enter,  but  never  known  to  quit,  still  frowns 
darkly  as  of  yore  ;  while  an  ineradicable  bloodstain  on 
the  oaken  stair  yet  bids  defiance  to  the  united  energies  of 
soap  and  sand.  But  it  is  with  one  particular  apartment 
that  a  deed  of  more  especial  atrocity  is  said  to  be 
connected.  A  stranger  guest — so  runs  the  legend — 
arrived  unexpectedly  at  the  mansion  of  the  "  Bad  Sir 
Giles."  They  met  in  apparent  friendship;  but  the 
ill-concealed  scowl  on  their  master's  brow  told  the 
domestics  that  the  visit  was  not  a  welcome  one.  The 
banquet,  however,  was  not  spared ;  the  wine-cup  drculat- 
«d  freely, — too  freely,  perhaps, — for  sounds  of  discord 
at  length  reached  the  ears  of  even  the  excluded  serving- 
men  as  they  were  doing  their  best  to  imitate  their 
betters  in  the  lower  hall.  Alaimed,  some  of  them 
ventured  to  approach  the  parlour;  one,  an  old  and 
favoured  retainer  of  the  house,  went  so  far  as  to  break 
in  upon  his  master's  privacy.  Sir  Giles,  already  high  in 
oath,  fiercely  enjoined  his  absence,  and  he  retired ;  not, 
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however,  before  lie  had  distinctlj  heard  from  the 
stranger's  lips  a  menace  that  **  There  was  that  within 
his  pocket  which  could  disprove  the  knight's  right  to 
issue  that  or  any  other  command  within  the  walls  of 
Tapton." 

The  intrusion,  though  momentary,  seemed  to  have 
produced  a  beneficial  effect;  the  voices  of  the  dispu- 
I  tants  fell,  and  the  conversation  was  carried  on  thence- 
forth  in  a  more  subdued  tone,  till,  as  evening  closed  in, 
the  domestics,  when  summoned  to  attend  with  lights, 
found  not  only  cordiality  restored,  but  that  a  still 
deeper  carouse  was  meditated.  Fresh  stoups,  and  from 
the  choicest  bins,  were  produced ;  nor  was  it  till  at  a 
late,  or  rather  early  hour,  that  the  revellers  sought  their 
chamben. 

The  one  allotted  to  the  stranger  occupied  the  first 
floor  of  the  eastern  angle  of  the  building,  and  had  once 
been  the  favourite  apartment  of  Sir  Giles  himself. 
Scandal  ascribed  this  preference  to  the  facility  which  a 
private  staircase,  communicating  with  the  grounds,  had 
afforded  him,  in  the  old  knight's  time,  of  following  his 
wicked  courses  unchecked  by  parental  observation;  a 
consideration  which  ceased  to  be  of  weight  when  Uie 
death  of  his  father  lefl  him  uncontrolled  master  of  his 
estate  and  actions.  From  that  period  Sir  Giles  had 
establ^hed  himself  in  what  were  called  the  '^  state 
apartments;"  and  the  "oaken  chamber"  was  rarely 
tenanted,  save  on  occasions  of  extraordinary  festivity, 
or  when  the  yule  log  drew  an  unusually  large  acces- 
sion of  guests  around  the  Christmas  hearth. 

On  this  eventful  night  it  was  prepared  for  the  un- 
known visiter,  who  sought  his  couch  heated  and  in- 
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flnmed  from  his  midnight  orgies,  and  in  the  morning 
wjis  found  in  his  bed  a  swollen  and  blackened  corpse. 
No  marks  of  violence  appeared  upon  the  body ;  but  the 
livid  hue  of  the  lips,  and  certain  dark-coloured  spots 
visible  »)n  the  skin,  aroused  suspicions  which  tliose  who 
entertained  them  were  too  timid  to  express.  Apo- 
plexy, induced  by  the  excesses  of  the  preceding  night, 
Sir  Giles's  confidential  leech  pronounced  to  be  the  cause - 
of  his  sudden  dissolution:  the  body  was  buried  in 
peace;  and  though  some  shook  their  heads  as  they 
witnessed  the  haste  with  which  the  funeral  rites  were 
hurried  on,  none  ventured  to  murmur.  Other  events 
arose  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  retainers :  men's 
minds  became  occupied  by  the  stirring  politics  of  the 
day,  while  the  near  approach  of  that  formidable  armada, 
so  vainly  arrogating  to  itself  a  title  which  the  very  ele- 
ments joined  with  human  valour  to  disprove,  soon  inter- 
fered to  weaken,  if  not  obliterate,  all  remembrance  of 
the  nameless  stranger  who  had  died  within  the  walls 
of  Tapton  Everard. 

Years  rolled  on  :  the  "  Bad  Sir  Giles**  had  himself 
long  since  gone  to  his  account,  the  last,  as  it  was  be- 
lieved, of  liis  immediate  line ;  though  a  few  of  the 
older  tenants  were  sometimes  heard  to  speak  of  an 
elder  brother,  who  had  disappeared  in  early  life,  and 
never  inherited  the  estate.  Rumours,  too,  of  his  having 
left  a  son  in  foreign  lands  were  at  one  time  rife ;  but 
they  died  away,  nothing  occurring  to  support,  them : 
tli*^  property  passed  unchallenged  to  a  collateral  branch 
of  thn  family,  and  the  secret,  if  secret  ihere  were,  was 
l»nried  in  Denton  churchyard,  in  the  lonely  grave  of  tlie 
mysterious  stranger.     One  eircumstance  alone  occurred, 
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after  a  long-intervening  period,  to  revive  the  memory 
of  these  transactions.  Some  workmen  employed  in 
grubbing  an  old  plantation,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
on  its  site  a  modern  shrubbery,  dug  uj),  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  task,  the  mildewed  remnants  of  what 
seemed  to  have  been  once  a  garment  On  more 
minute  inspection  enough  remained  of  silken  slashes 
and  a  coarse  embroidery  to  identify  the  relics  as  hav- 
ing once  formed  part  of  a  pair  of  trunk  hose ;  while  a 
few  papers  which  fell  from  them,  altogether  illegible  from 
aamp  and  age,  were  by  the  unlearned  rustics  conveyed 
to  the  then  owner  of  the  estate. 

Whether  the  squire  was  more  successful  in  deciphei- 
ing  them  was  never  known  ;  he  certainly  never  alluded 
to  their  contents ;  and  little  would  have  been  thought 
of  the  matter  but  for  the  inconvenieht  memory  of  one 
old  woman,  who  declared  she  heard  her  grandfather 
say  that  when  the  "stranger  guest"  was  poisoned, 
though  all  the  rest  of  his  cloUies  were  there,  his 
breeches,  the  supposed  repository  of  the  supposed 
documents,  could  never  be  found.  The  master  of  Tap- 
ton  Everard  smiled  when  he  heard  Dame  Jones's  hint 
of  deeds  which  might  impeach  the  validity  of  his 
own  title  in  favour  of  some  unknown  descendant  of 
some  unknown  heir ;  and  the  story  was  rarely  alluded 
to,  save  by  one  or  two  miracle-mongers,  who  had 
heard  that  others  had  seen  the  ghost  of  olcl  Sir  Giles, 
in  his  night-cap,  issue  from  the  |>ostern^  enter  -tfee;;' 
adjoining  cop-te,  and  wring  his  shadowy^  hands  ip  • 
affony,  as  he  seemed  to  search  vainly  for  something 
bidden  among  the  evergreens.  The  stranger's  death- 
room  had,  of  course,  been  occasionally  haunted  from 
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the  time  of  his  decease;  but  the  periods  of  visitatioc 
had  latterly  become  very  rare, — even  Mrs.  Botherby, 
the  housekeeper,  being  forced  to  admit  that,  during  hei 
long  sojourn  at  the  manor,  she  had  neA'er  "  met  with 
anything  worse  than  herself;*^  though  as  the  old  lady 
afterwards  added  upon  more  mature  reflection,  "I 
must  say  I  think  I  saw  the  devil  oncej^ 

Such  was  tlie  legend  attached  to  Tapton  Everard, 
and  such  the  story  which  the  lively  Caroline  Ingoldsby 
detailed  to  her  equally  mercurial  cousin  Charles  Sea- 
forth,  lieutenant  in  the  Hon.  East  India  Company's 
second  regiment  of  Bombay  Fencibles,  as  arm-in-arm 
they  promenaded  a  gallery  decked  with  some  dozen 
grim-looking  ancestral  portraits,  and,  among  others, 
with  that  of  the  redoubted  Sir  Giles  himself.  The 
gallant  commander  had  that  very  morning  paid  his 
first  visit  to  the  house  of  his  maternal  uncle,  after  an 
absence  of  several  years  passed  with  his  regiment  on  the 
arid  plains  of  Hindostan,  whence  he  was  now  returned 
on  a  three  yeftrs'  furlough.  He  had  gone  out  a  boy, 
— ^he  returned  a  man  ;  but  the  impression  made  upon 
his  youthful  fancy  by  his  favourite  cousin  remained 
unimpaired,  and  to  Tapton  he  directed  his  steps,  even 
before  he  sought  the  home  of  his  widowed  mother, — 
comforting  himself  in  this  breach  of  filial  decorum  by 
the  reflection  that,  as  the  manor  was  so  little  out  of  his 
way,  it  would  be  unkind  to  pass,  as  it  were,  the  door 
of  his  relatives  without  just  looking  in  for  a  few  hours. 

But  he  found  his  uncle  as  hospitable  and  his  cousin 
more  charming  than  ever ;  and  the  looks  of  one,  and 
the  requests  of  the  other,  soon  precluded  the  possibility 
uf  refusing  to  lengthen  the  "  few  hours "  into  a  few 
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days,  thougli  the  house  was  at  the  moment  full  of 
visiters. 

The  Peterses  were  there  from  Ramsgate;  and  Mr., 
Mrs.,  and  the  two  Miss  Simpkinsons,  from  Bath,  had 
come  to  pass  a  month  with  the  family;  and  Tom 
Ingoldsby  had  brought  down  his  college  friend,  the 
Honourable  Augustus  Sucklethumbkin,  with  his  groom 
and  pointers,  to  take  a  fortnight's  shooting.  And  then 
there  was  Mrs.  Ogleton,  the  rich  young  widow,  with  her 
kige  black  eyes,  who,  people  did  say,  was  setting  her 
cap  at  the  young  squire,  though  Mrs.  Botherby  did  not 
believe  it ;  and,  above  all,  there  was  Mademoiselle  Pau* 
line,  her  femme  de  ckumhre^  who  "  mo »-i>tWd  "  every- 
thing and  everybody,  and  cried  "  §m«/  Aorreur.'"  at 
Mrs.  Botherby*s  cap.  In  short,  to  use  the  last-named 
and  much  respeeted  lady's  own  expression,  the  house 
was  "choke-full**  to  the  very  attics, — ^all,  save  the 
"  oaken  chamber,"  which,  as  the  lieutenant  expressed  a 
most  magnificent  disregard  of  ghosts,  was  forthwith 
appropriated  to  his  particular  accommodation.  Mr. 
Maguire,  meanwhile,  was  fain  to  share  the  apartment 
of  Oliver  Dobbs,  the  squire's  own  man :  a  jocular  pro- 
posal of  joint  occupancy  having  been  at  first  indignantly 
rejected  by  "  Mademoiselle,"  though  preferred  with  tlie 
"  laste  taste  in  life "  of  Mr.  Barney's  most  insinuatin^j 
brogue. 

*  *  «r  «r  * 

"Come,  Charles,  the  urn  is  absolutely  getting  cold; 
your  breakfast  will  be  quite  spoiled :  what  can  have 
made  you  so  idle  ? "  Such  was  the  morning  salutation 
of  MihS  Ingoldsby  to  the  militaire  as  he  entered  the 
breakfast-room  hiUf  an  hour  after  the  U^est  of  the  party 
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"A  pretty  gontleinan,  truly,  to  maki  an  apiwintnienl 
with,"  chimed  in  Miss  Frances.  "  What  is  become  of 
our  ramble  to  the  rocks  before  breakfast  ? " 

"  Oh !  the  young  men  never  think  of  keeping  a  pro- 
mise now,"  said  Mrs.  Peters,  a  htUe  ferret-faced  woman 
with  underdone  eyes. 

"  When  I  was  a  young  man,"  said  Mr.  Peters,  "  1 
remember  I  always  made  a  point  of " 

"  Pray  bow  long  ago  was  that  ? "  asked  Mr.  Simpkin- 
wn  from  Bath. 

"  Why,  sir,  when  I  married  Mrs.  Peters,  I  was — let 
me  see — I  was " 

"  Do  pray  hold  your  tongue,  P.,  and  eat  your  break- 
fast!" interrupted  his  better  half,  who  had  a  mortal 
horror  of  chronological  references ;  "  it's  very  rude  to 
tease  people  with  your  family  ailairs." 

The  lieutenant  had  b}  this  time  taken  his  seat  in 
aildnce, — a  good-humoured  nod,  and  a  glance,  half- 
smtUng,  half-inquisitive,  being  the  extent  of  his  saluta* 
tiou.  Smitten  as  he  was,  and  in  the  immediate  presence 
of  her  who  bad  made  so  large  a  hole  in  his  heart, 
his  manner  was  evidently  distrait,  which  the  fair  Caro- 
line in  her  secret  soul  attributed  to  his  being  solely 
occupied  by  her  agreme^is, — ^how  would  she  have 
bridled  had  she  known  that  they  only  shared  his  medi- 
tations with  a  pair  of  breeches  1 

Charles  drank  his  coffee  and  spiked  some  half-dozen 
eggs,  darting  occasionally  a  penetrating  glance  at  the 
ladies,  in  hope  of  detecting  the  supposed  waggery  by 
the  evidence  of  some  furtive  smile  or  conscious  look. 
But  in  vain ;  not  a  dimple  moved  indicative  of  roguery, 
aor  did  the  slightest  elevation  of  eyebrow  rise  confirm  i 
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tire  of  ]iis  suspicions.  Hints  and  insinuations  passed 
unheeded; — more  particular  inquiries  were  out  of  the 
question : — the  subjec*^  was  unapproachable. 

In  the  meantime,  "  patent  cords  "  were  just  the  thing 
for  a  morning's  ride ;  and,  breakfast  ended,  away  can- 
tered the  party  over  the  downs,  till,  every  faculty  ab- 
sorbed by  the  beauties,  animate  and  inanimate,  which 
surrounded  him,  Lieutenant  Seaforth  of  the  Bombay 
Fencibles  bestowed  no  more  thought  upon  his  breeches 
than  if  he  had  been  bora  on  the  top  of  Ben  Lomond. 

«  «r  «r  *  «r 

Another  night  had  passed  away ;  the  sun  rose  bril- 
liantly, forming  with  his  level  beams  a  splendid  rain- 
bow  in  the  far-off  west,  whither  the  heavy  cloud,  which 
for  the  last  two  hours  had  been  pouring  its  waters  on 
the  earth,  was  now  flying  before  him. 

*^Ah  I  then,  and  it's  little  good  it'll  be  the  claning  of 
ye,"  apostrophised  Mr.  Barney  Maguire,  as  he  deposited 
in  front  of  his  master's  toilet,  a  pair  of  "  bran-new  ^ 
jockey  boots,  one  of  Hoby's  primest  fits,  which  the 
lieutenant  had  purchased  in  his  way  through  town.  On 
that  very  morning  had  tliey  come  for  the  first  time 
under  the  valet's  depurating  liand,  so  little  soiled, 
indeed,  from  the  turfy  ride  of  the  preceding  day,  that  a 
less  scrupulous  domestic  might,  perhaps,  have  considered 
the  application  of  "  Warren's  Matchless,"  or  oxalic  acid, 
altogether  superfluous.  Not  so  Barney :  with  tlie  nicest 
care  had  he  removed  the  slightest  impurity  from  each 
polished  surface,  and  there  they  stoo<l  rejoicing  in  theii 
sable  radiance.  No  wonder  a  pang  shot  across  Mr 
Maguire's  breast,  as  he  thought  on  the  work  noi;i 
cut  out  for  them,  so  dift'erent  from  the  light  labours  oi 
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the  day  before ;  no  wonder  he  mu-raured  with  a  si^h 
as  the  scarce-dried  window-panes  disclosed  a  road  now 
mch-deep  in  mud,  **Ah !  then,  it's  little  good  the  claning 
of  ye  1 " — for  well  had  he  learned  in  the  hall  below 
that  eight  miles  of  a  stiff  clay  soil  lay  between  the  ma 
nor  and  Bolsover  Abbey,  whose  picturesque  ruins, 

**  Like  andeni  Rome,  miOMtic  in  decoy,** 

the  party  had  determined  to  explore.  The  master  had 
already  commenced  dressing,  and  the  man  was  fitUcg 
straps  upon  a  light  pair  of  crane-necked  spurs,  when  his 
hand  was  arrested  by  the  old  question, — "Barney, 
where  are  the  breeches  ? " 
They  were  nowhere  to  be  found  I 

•  «  «  «  « 

Mr.  Seaforth  descended  that  morning,  whip  in  hand, 
and  equipped  in  a  handsome  green  riding-frock,  but  no 
*^  breeches  and  boots  to  match ''  were  there :  loose  jean 
trowsers,  surmounting  a  pair  of  diminutive  Wellingtons, 
embraced,  somewhat  incongruously,  his  nether  man, 
vice  the  "  patent  cords,"  returned,  like  yesterday's  panta- 
loons, absent  without  leave.  The  "top-boots"  had  a 
holiday. 

"  A  fine  morning  after  the  rain,"  said  Mr.  Simpkinson 
from  Bath. 

"Just  the  thing  for  the  'ops,"  said  Mr.  Peters.  "I 
remember  when  I  was  a  boy — ^ 

"  Do  hold  your  tongue,  P.,"  said  Mrs.  Peters, — advice 
which  Uiat  exemplary  matron  was  in  the  constant  habit 
of  administering  to  "  her  P."  as  she  called  him,  when- 
ever he  prepared  ^x>  vent  his  reminiscences.     Uer  precise 
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rcxifton  for  this  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine,  anlesa, 
indi*e<l,  the  story  be  true  which  a  little  bird  hud  whis- 
pere  I  into  Mrs.  Botherby's  ear, — Mr.  Tetei-a,  thojgh  now 
a  wealthy  man,  had  received  a  liberal  educatiou  at  a 
charity  school,  and  was  apt  to  recur  to  the  days  of  his 
iQuffin-cap  and  leathers.  As  usual,  he  took  his  wife's 
hint  in  good  part,  and  "  paused  in  his  reply." 

"  A  glorious  day  for  the  ruins ! "  said  young  In;roldsby. 
"But,  Charles,  what  the  deuce  are  you  about? — you 
don't  mean  to  ride  through  our  lanes  in  such  toggery 
as  that?" 

"  Lassy  me  1 "  said  Miss  Julia  Simpkinson,  "  wont 
you  be  very  wet  ?  " 

"  You  had  better  take  Tom's  cab,"  quoth  the  sijuire. 

But  this  proposition  was  at  once  overniK'd  ;  Mrs. 
Ogleton  had  already  nailed  the  cab,  a  vehicle  of  all 
others  the  best  adapted  for  a  snug  fliilation. 

"Or  drive  Miss  Julia  in  the  phaeton  ?"  No;  that 
was  the  post  of  Mr.  l*etei-s,  who,  indili'crent  as  an  eques- 
trian, had  acquired  some  fame  as  a  whip  while  travel- 
ling through  the  midland  counties  for  the  firm  of  Bag- 
shaw,  Snivelby,  and  Ghrimes. 

"Thank  you,  I  shall  ride  with  my  cousins,"  said 
Charles  with  as  much  nonchalance  as  he  could  assume, 
— and  he  did  so ;  Mr.  Ingoldsby,  Mrs.  Peters,  Mr.  Simp 
kiuson  from  Bath,  and  his  eldest  daughter  with  her 
album,  following  in  the  family  coach.  The  gentleman- 
commoner  "  voted  the  affair  d — d  slow,"  and  declined 
the  party  altogether  in  favour  of  the  game-keep«>r  and  a 
cigar.  "  There  was  *  no  fun '  in  looking  at  old  houses ! " 
Mrs.  Simpkinson  preferred  a  short  scjour  in  t!ie  still- 
room  with  Mrs.  Botherby,  who  had  promised  to  initiate 

riRBT   BERIE8.  2 
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ber  in  that  grand  arcanum,  the  transmutation  of  goobe- 

berry  jam  into  Guava  jelly. 

*  *  *  *  ♦ 

"  Did  you  ever  see  an  old  abbey  before,  Mi  Peters  ?  *' 

"  Yes,  miss,  a  French  one  ;  we  have  got  one  at  Rams- 
gate  ;  be  teaches  tlie  Miss  Joneses  to  parley- voo,  and  is 
turned  of  sixty." 

Miss  Simpkinson  closed  her  album  with  an  air  of 
ineffable  disdain. 

Mr.  Simpkinson  from  Bath  was  a  professed  antiquary, 
and  one  of  the  first  water ;  he  was  master  of  Gwillini's 
Heraldry,  and  Milles's  History  of  the  Crusades ;  knew 
every  plate  in  the  Moniisticon  ; — had  written  an  essay 
on  the  origin  and  dignity  of  the  office  of  overseer,  and 
settled  the  date  of  a  Queen  Anne's  farthing.  An  influ- 
ential member  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  to  whose 
**  Beauties  of  Bagnigge  Wells  "  he  had  been  a  liberal 
subscriber,  procured  him  a  seat  at  the  board  of  that 
learned  body,  since  which  happy  epoch  Sylvan  us  Urban 
had  not  a  more  indefatigable  corr&s|>ondent  His 
inaugural  essay  on  the  President's  cocked  hat,  was  con 
sidered  a  miracle  of  erudition  ;  and  his  account  of  the 
earliest  application  of  gilding  to  gingerbread,  a  master 
piece  of  antiquarian  research.  His  eldest  daughter  was 
of  a  kindred  spirit :  if  her  father's  mantle  had  not  fallen 
upon  her,  it  was  only  because  he  had  not  thrown  it  ofl 
himself;  she  had  caught  hold  of  its  tail,  however,  whiU 
it  yet  hung  upon  his  honoured  shoulders.  To  souls  so 
congenial  what  a  sight  was  the  magnificent  ruin  of 
Bolsover !  its  broken  arches,  its  mouldering  pinnacles, 
And  the  airy  tracery  of  its  half-demolished  windows. 
The  party  wei')  in  raptures;  Mr.  Simpkinson  began  to 
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meditate  an  essay,  and  his  daughter  ^n  ode  ;  evet  Sea- 
forth,  as  he  gazed  oii  these  lonely  relic's  of  the  oldeL 
time,  was  betrayed  into  a  momentary  forgetful ness  of 
his  love  and  Iosmjs  :  the  widow's  eye-glass  turned  from 
Jier  cicubed's  whiskers  to  the  mantling  ivy  :  Mrs.  Petei-s 
wiped  her  spectacles  ;  and  "  her  P."  supjwsed  the  cen- 
tral tower  "  had  once  been  the  county  Jail."  The  squire 
was  a  philosopher,  and  had  been  tliere  often  before  ;  so 
he  ordered  out  the  cold  tongue  and  chickens. 

"  Bolsover  Priory,"  said  Mr.  Simpkinson,  with  the  aii 
of  a  connoissi^ur — "  Bolsover  Priory  was  founded  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  about  the  bef^'  ling  of  the 
eleventh  century.  Hugh  de  Bolsover  haa  'companied 
tlmt  monarch  to  the  Holy  Land,  in  the  expedition  under- 
taken by  way  of  penance  for  the  murder  of  his  young 
nephews  in  the  Tower.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  the 
monjisteries,  the  veteran  was  enfeoffed  in  the  lands  and 
manor,  to  which  he  gave  his  own  name  of  Bowlsover,  or 
Bee-owls-over,  (by  corruption  Bolsover,) — a  Bee  in  chief, 
over  three  Owls,  all  proper,  being  the  armorial  ensigns 
l»orne  by  this  distinguished  crusader  at  the  siege  of  Acre." 

"Ah  !  that  was  Sir  Sidney  Smith,"  said  Mr.  Peters; 
^  I've  heard  tell  of  him,  and  all  about  Mrs.  Partington, 
and—"     ' 

"P.  be  quiet,  and  don't  expose  youi-self!"  sharply 
int<?rrupted  his  lady.  P.  was  silenced,  and  betook 
himself  to  the  lK>ttled  stout 

'*  These  lands,"  continued  the  antiquary,  "  wore  licld 
ja  grand  serjeantry  by  the  presentation  of  three  white 
Dwis  and  a  pot  of  honey — " 

"  Lassy  me  !  how  nice !"  said  Miss  Julia.  Mr.  Peter 
Icked  his  lips. 
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"Pray  give  nie  leave,  my  dear— owls  and  honey 
whenever  the  king  should  come  a  rat-catching  into  thia 
part  of  the  country." 

"  Rat-catching !"  ejaculated  the  squire,  pausing  ab- 
ruptly in  the  mastication  of  a  drumstick. 

"  To  be  sure,  my  dear  sir :  don't  you  remember  that  . 
rats  once  came  under  the  forest  laws— a  minor  speuea 
of  venison  ?     *  Rats  and  mice,  and  such  small  deer,'  eh  ? 
— Shakspeare,  you  know.    Our  ancestors  ate  rats ;  (*'  The 
nasty  fellows !"  shuddered  Miss  Julia  in  a  parenthesis) 

"  and  owls,  you  know,  are  capital  mousers " 

"I've  seen  a  howl,"  said  Mr.  Peters;  "there's  one  in 
the  Sohological  Gardens,— a  little  hook-nosed  cliap  in  a 

yf'ig^ — only  its  feathers  and " 

Poor  P.  was  destined  never  to  finish  a  speech. 
"  Do  be  quiet !"  cried  the  authoritative  voice,  and  the 
would-be  naturalist  shrank  into  his  shell  like  a  snail  in 
the  "  Sohological  Gardens." 

"You  should  read  Blount's  *  Jocular  Tenures,'  Mr. 
Ingoldsby,"  pursued  Simpkinson.  "  A  learned  man  was 
Blount  1     Why,  sir,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 

York  once  paid  a  silver  hoi-se-shoe  to  Lord  Ferrers " 

"  I've  heard  of  him,"  broke  m  the  incorrigible  Petei-s ; 
=*he  was  hanged  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  a  silk  rope  for 
shooting  Dr.  Johnson." 

The  antiquary  vouchsafed  no  notice  of  the  interrup- 
tion; but,  taking  a  pinch  of  snuff,  continued  his 
harangue. 

"A  silver  hoi-se-shoe,  sir,  which  is  due  from  every 
scion  of  royalty  who  ride.s  across  one  of  his  manoj-s ; 
and  if  you'  look  into  the  penny  county  histories,  now 
publishing  by  an  eminent  friend  of  mine,  yon  will  find 
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rhat  Langhale  in  Co.  Xorf.  was  held  by  one  Baldwin 
}far  ^ultuTH^  sufflatuniy  et  j)cttum  ;  that  is,  lie  was  to  come 
even'  Christmas  into  Westminster  Hall,  there  to  take  a 

leap,  cry  liem  !  and " 

'*  Air.  Simpkinson,  a  glass  of  sherry  ?''  cried  Tom 
lngrr>]iljiby,  Iiastily. 

"  Not  any,  thank  you,  sir.     This  Baldwin,  surnamed 

Le " 

*'  Mrs.  Ogleton  challenges  you,  sir ;  she  insists  ujwn 
it,"  sai<l  Tom  still  more  rapidly;  at  the  same  time  filling 
a  ghcss,  and  forcing  it  on  the  sgavant^  who,  thus  arrested 
in  the  very  crisis  of  his  narrative,  received  and  swallowed 
the  j/Otation  as  if  it  had  been  physic. 

'*What  on  earth  has  Miss  Simpkinson  discovered 
there  ?''  continued  Tom  ;  "  something  of  interest.  See 
how  fast  she  is  writing." 

The  diversion  was  effectual ;  every  one  looked  towards 
Miss  Simpkinson,  who,  far  too  ethereal  for  "  creature 
comforts,"  was  seated  apart  on  the  dilapidated  remains 
of  an  altar-tomb,  committing  eagerly  to  paper  something 
that  had  strongly  impressed  her:  the  air, — the  eye  "in 
a  fine  frenzy  rolling," — all  betokened  that  the  divine 
afflatus  was  come.  Her  father  rose,  and  stole  silently 
towards  her. 

"  What  Sa  old  boar !"  muttered  young  Ingoldsby ; 
alluding,  perhaps,  to  a  slice  of  brav/n  which  he  had  just 
b«*gun  to  operate  upon,  but  which,  from  the  celerity  with 
which  it  disappeared,  did  not  seem  so  very  difficult  of 
mastication. 

But  what  had  become  of  Seaforth  and  his  fair  Caro- 
line all  this  while  ?  Why,  it  so  happened  that  they  had 
been    sircultaneously    stricken    with    the    picturesque 
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appearance  of  one  of  those  high  and  pointed  arches, 
which  that  eminent  antiquary,  Mr.  Uorsley  Curtief^,  has 
described  in  his  **  Ancient  Records"  as  "  a  Gothic  window 
of  the  ScLton  order ;" — and  then  the  ivy  clustered  so 
thickly  and  so  beautifully  on  the  otlier  side,  that  they 
went  round  to  look  at  that ; — and  then  their  proximity 
deprived  it  of  half  its  effect,  and  so  they  walked  acrosji 
to  a  little  knoll,  a  hundred  yards  off*,  and  in  crossing 
a  small  ravine,  they  came  to  what  in  Ireland  they  call 
"a  bad  step,"  and  Charles  had  to  carry  his  cousin  over 
it ; — and  then,  when  they  had  to  come  back,  she  would 
not  give  him  the  trouble  again  for  the  world,  so  they 
followed  a  better  but  more  circuitous  route,  and  there 
were  hedges  and  ditches  in  the  way,  and  stiles  to  get 
over,  and  gates  to  get  through  ;  so  that  an  hour  or  more 
liad  elapsed  before  they  were  able  to  rejoin  the  party. 

"  Lassy  me!"  said  Miss  Julia  Simpkinson,  "how  long 
you  have  been  gone  1" 

And  so  they  had.  The  remark  was  a  very  just  as 
well  as  a  very  natural  one.  They  were  gone  a  long 
while,  and  a  nice  cosey  chat  tliey  had  ;  and  what  do  you 
think  it  was  all  about,  my  dear  miss  ? " 

"  0,  lassy  me  !  love,  no  doubt,  and  the  moon,  and  eyes, 
and  nightingales,  and " 

Stay,  stay,  my  sweet  young  lady;  do  not  let  the 
fervour  of  your  feelings  run  away  with  you  !  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  indeed,  that  one  or  more  of  these  prt'tty 
subjects  might  not  have  been  introduced  ;  but  the  most 
important  and  leading  io\nc  of  the  contorenee  was — 
Lieutenant  Seaforth's  breeches. 

"  Caroline,"  said  Charl  »s,  "  I  have  had  some  very  odd 
dreams  since  I  have  been  at  Ta}>pington.'' 
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"  Drepms,  have  you  t"  smiled  the  young  lady,  arch- 
ing her  taper  neck  like  a  swan  in  pluming.  '*  Dreams, 
have  you  ?" 

"  Ay,  dreams,— or  dream,  perhaps,  I  should  say ;  for, 
though  repeated,  it  was  still  the  same.  And  what  do 
you  imagine  was  its  subject  ?" 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  divine,"  said  the  tongue ; 
— *'  I  have  not  the  least  diflSculty  in  guessing,"  said 
the  eye  as  plainly  as  ever  eye  spoke. 

**  1  dreamt — of  your  great  grandfather !" 

There  was  a  change  in  the  glance — "My  great 
grandfather  1" 

**  Yes,  the  old  Sir  Giles,  or  Sir  John,  you  told  me 
about  Uie  other  day :  he  walked  into  my  bedroom  in 
his  short  cloak  of  murrey-coloured  velvet,  his  long 
rapier,  and  his  Raleigh-looking  hat  and  feather,  just 
as  the  picture  represents  him ;  but  with  one  exce|>- 
tion." 

"And  what  was  that?" 

"Why  his  lower  extremities,  which  were  visible, 
were — those  of  a  skeleton." 

"Well." 

"  Well,  after  taking  a  turn  or  two  about  the  room, 
and  looking  round  him  with  a  wistful  air,  he  came  to 
the  bed^s  foot,  stared  at  me  in  a  manner  impossible  to 
describe, — and  then  he — he  laid  hold  of  my  panta- 
loons; whipped  his  long  bony  legs  into  them  in  a 
twinkling;  and,  strutting  up  to  the  glass,  seemed  to 
view  himself  in  it  with  great  complacency.  I  tried 
to  speak,  but  in  vain.  The  effort,  however,  seemed  tc 
excite  his  attention ;  for,  wheeimg  about,  he  showed 
me  the  grimmest-looking  death^s  head  you  can  well 
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imagine,  and  with  an  indescribable  grin  strutted  out  of 
the  room." 

"  Absurd  !  Charles.  How  can  you  talk  such  non- 
sense r' 

"  But,  Caroline, — the  breeches  are  really  gone." 
*  4t  *  *  * 

On  the  following  morning,  contrary  to  his  usual 
custom,  Seaforth  was  the  first  person  in  the  break- 
fast parlour.  As  no  one  else  was  present,  he  did 
precisely  what  nine  young  men  out  of  ten  so  situated 
would  have  done ;  he  walked  up  to  the  mantel-piece, 
established  himself  upon  the  rug,  and  subducting  his 
co«'it-tails  one  under  each  arm,  turned  towards  the  fire 
that  portion  of  the  human  frame  which  it  is  con- 
sidered equally  indecorous  to  present  to  a  friend  or 
an  enemy.  A  serious,  not  to  say  anxious,  expression 
was  visible  upon  his  good-humoured  countenance,  and 
his  mouth  was  f'dst  buttoning  itself  up  for  an  incipient 
whistle,  when  little  Flo,  a  tiny  spaniel  of  the  Blenheim 
breed, — the  pet  object  of  Miss  Julia  Simpkinson's  aftcc- 
tions, — bounced  out  from  beneath  a  sofa,  and  began  to 
bark  at — his  pantaloons. 

They  were  cleverly  "  built"  of  a  light  grey  mixture, 
a  broad  stripe  of  the  most  vivid  scarlet  traversing  each 
Beam  in  a  perpendicular  direction  from  hip  to  ankle, — 
in  short,  the  regimental  costume  of  the  Royal  Bombay 
Fencibles.  The  animal,  educated  in  the  country,  had 
never  s*»en  such  a  pair  of  breeches  in  her  life — Omne 
ignotmn  pro  martnifco  !  The  scarlet  streak,  intlamal  as 
it  was  by  the  reflection  of  the  fire,  seemed  to  act  on 
Flora's  nerves  as  the  same  colour  does  on  those  of  bulla 
aud  turkeys ;  she  advanced  at  ihetpas  de  charge^  and  her 
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rociforation,  like  her  amazement,  'vas  unbounded.  A 
Koiuul  kick  from  the  disgusted  officer  changed  its  cha- 
racter, and  induced  a  retreat  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  mistress  of  the  pugnacious  quadruped  entered  to 
the  rescue. 

'^Lassy  me!  Flo  I  what  is  the  matter?"  cried  the 
sympathising  lady,  with  a  scrutinizing  glance  levelled 
at  the  gentleman. 

It  might  as  well  have  lighted  on  a  feather  bed. — 
IIi^>  air  of  imperturbable  unconsciousness  defied  ex- 
amination ;  and  as  he  would  not,  and  Flora  could  not, 
exjMjund,  that  injured  individual  was  compelled  to 
ptK'ket  up  her  wrongs.  Others  of  the  household  soon 
dropped  in,  and  clustered  round  the  board  dedicated 
to  the  most  sociable  rf  meals;  the  urn  was  paraded 
"  hissing  hot,"  and  the  cups  which  "  cheer,  but  not 
inebriate,*'  steamed  redolent  of  hyson  and  pekoe ; 
muffins  and  marmalade,  newspapei*s  and  Finnan  bad- 
dies, left  little  room  for  observation  on  the  character 
of  Charles's  warlike  "  turn-out."  At  length  a  look 
from  Caroline,  followed  by  a  smile  that  nearly  ripened 
lo  a  titter,  caused  him  to  turn  abruptly  and  address 
nis  neiglibour.  It  was  Miss  Sinipkinson,  who,  deeply 
engaged  in  sipping  her  tea  and  turning  over  her  album, 
seemed,  like  a  female  Clironohotonthologos,  "  immersed 
in  cogibundity  of  cogitation."  An  inten-ogatory  on  the 
subject  of  her  studies  drew  from  her  the  confession  that 
she  was  at  that  moment  employed  in  putting  the  finish- 
ing touches  to  a  poem  inspiied  by  the  romantic  shades 
of  Bolsover.  The  entreaties  of  the  company  were  of 
course  urgent.  Mr.  Petei-s,  "who  liked  verses,"  waa 
especially  persevering,  and  Sappho  at  length  compliant 
2* 
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After  a  preparatory  hem !  and  a  glance  at  the  mirrot 
to  ascertain  that  her  look  was  sufficiently  sentimental 
the  poetess  began : — 

"There  ib  a  calm,  a  holy  feeling, 

Vulgar  minds  can  never  knuw, 
0*er  the  bosom  softly  stealing,-' 

ChastenM  grief,  delicious  woe  ! 
Oh !  hoMT  sweet  at  eve  regaining 

Yon  lone  tower's  sequestered  shade- 
Sadly  mute  and  uncomplaining " 

— Yow  ! — yeough  ! — ^yeough  ! — ^yow  ! — yow  !  yelled  a 
hapless  sufferer  from  beneath  the  table. — It  was  an 
unlucky  hour  for  quadrupeds ;  and  if  "  every  dog  will 
have  his  day,"  he  could  not  have  selected  a  more  unpro- 
pitious  one  than  this.  Mrs.  Ogleton,  too,  had  a  pet, — a 
favourite  pug, — whose  squab  figure,  black  muzzle,  and 
tortuosity  of  tail,  that  curled  like  a  head  of  celery  in  a 
sahid-bowl,  bespoke  his  Dutch  extraction.  Yow  1 
yow  !  yow !  continued  the  brute, — a  chorus  in  which 
Flo  instantly  joined.  Sooth  to  say,  pug  had  more 
reason  to  express  his  dissatisfaction  than  was  given  him 
by  the  muse  of  Simpkinson  ;  the  other  only  barked  for 
company.  Scarcely  had  the  poetess  got  through  her 
first  stanza,  when  Tom  Ingoldsby,  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  moment,  became  so  lost  to  the  material  world, 
that  in  his  abstraction,  he  unwarily  laid  his  hand  on 
the  cock  of  the  urn.  Quivering  with  emotion,  he  gave 
it  such  an  unlucky  twist,  that  the  full  stream  of  its 
icalding  contents  descended  on  tlie  gingerbread  hide 
)f  the  unlucky  Cupid. — The  confusion  w;is  complete; 
—the  whole  economy  of  the  table  disarranged ; — the 
company   broke   up  in  most  admired   disorder ; — anJ 
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"Vulgar  minds  will  never  know''  anjth'ng  more  of 
Miss  Simpkinson's  ode  till  they  peruse  it  in  some 
forthcoming  Annual. 

Seafordi  profited  by  the  confusion  to  take  the  delin- 
quent who  had  caused  this  **  stramash  "  by  Uie  ami,  and 
to  lead  him  to  the  lawn,  where  he  had  a  word  or  two 
foi  his  private  ear.  The  conference  between  the  young 
gentlemen  was  neither  brief  in  its  duration  nor  unim- 
portant in  its  result  The  subject  was  what  the  lawyers 
call  tripartite,  embracing  the  information  that  Charles 
StAforth  was  over  head  and  ears  in  love  with  Tom 
Iiigoldsby's  sister ;  secondly,  that  the  lady  had  referred 
Lim  to  "  papa  "  for  his  sanction ;  thirdly,  and  lastly,  his 
nightly  visitations,  and  consequent  bereavement  At 
ihe  two  first  items  Tom  smiled  auspiciously ; — at  the 
last  he  burst  out  into  an  absolute  **  guffaw." 

"  Steal  your  breeches  I — Miss  Bailey  over  again,  by 
Jove,"  shouted  Ingoldsby.  "  But  a  gentleman,  you  say, 
— and  Sir  Giles  too. — I  am  not  sure,  Charles,  whether 
I  ought  not  topdl  you  out  for  aspersing  the  honour  of 
the  family  1 " 

"Laugh  as  you  will,  Tom, — be  as  incre<lulous  as 
you  please.  One  fact  is  incontestable, — the  breeches 
are  gone!  Look  here — I  am  reduced  to  my  regi- 
mentals ;  and  if  these  go,  to-morrow  I  must  borrow  of 
y>u!" 

Rochefoucault  says,  there  is  something  in  the  misfor- 
tunes of  our  very  best  friends  that  does  not  displease  us; 
—assuredly  we  can,  most  of  us,  laugh  at  their  peiiy 
inconveniences,  till  called  upon  to  supply  them.  Tom 
composed  his  features  on  the  instant,  and  replied  with 
more  gravity,  as  well  as  with  an  expletive,  which,  if  ra? 
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Lord  Mayor  had  been  within  hearing,  might  have  cost 
him  fiv(  shillings. 

"  There  is  something  very  queer  in  this,  after  all.  Th« 
clothes,  you  say,  have  positively  disappeared.  Some- 
body is  playing  you  a  trick ;  and,  ten  to  one,  your  ser- 
vant has  a  hand  in  it.  By  the  way,  I  heard  something 
yesterday  of  his  kicking  up  a  bobbery  in  the  kitchen, 
and  seeing  a  ghost,  or  something  of  that  kind,  himself. 
Depend  upon  it,  Barney  is  'n  the  plot ! " 

It  now  struck  the  Lieutenant  at  once,  that  the  usually 
buoyant  spirits  of  his  attendant  had  of  late  been  mate- 
rially sobered  down,  his  loquacity  obviously  circum- 
scribed, and  that  he,  the  said  Lieutenant,  had  actually 
rung  h\i  bell  three  several  times  that  very  moniing 
before  he  could  procure  his  attendance.  Mr.  Maguire 
was  forthwith  summoned,  and  underwent  a  close  exami- 
nation. The  "  bobbery  "  was  easily  explained.  Mr. 
Oliver  Dobbs  had  hinted  his  disapprobation  of  a  flirta- 
tion carrying  on  between  the  gentleman  from  Munster 
and  the  lady  from  the  Kue  St.  Ilonore.  Mademoiselle 
had  l)oxed  Mr.  Maguire's  ears,  and  Mr.  Maguire  had 
pulled  ^fademoiselle  upon  his  knee,  and  the  lady  had 
not  cried  Mon  Dieu  !  And  Mr.  Oliver  Dobbs  said  it 
was  very  wrong ;  and  Mrs.  Botherby  said  it  was  "  scan- 
dalous," aud  what  ou<fht  not  to  be  done  in  any  moral 
kitchen ; — and  Mr.  Maguire  had  got  hold  of  the  Ho- 
nourabl*'  Augustus  Sucklethumbkin's  powder-flsisk,  and 
had  put  large  pinches  of  the  best  double  Dartford 
Into  Mr.  I)()bbs's  tol^acco-box  ; — and  Mr.  Dobbs's  pipe 
bad  exjiloded,  and  set  fire  to  Mrs.  Botherby's  Sunday 
cap ; — and  Mr.  Maguire  had  put  it  out  with  the  slop- 
b^sin,  *•  barring  the  wig ;" — and  then  they  were  all  so 
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■•  cantanlcerous "  that  Barney  had  gone  to  take  a  wall 
in  the  garden ;  and  tlien — then  Mr.  Barney  had  seen 
ghost ! ! 

"A  what  ?  you  blockhead ! "  asked  Tom  Ingoldsby. 

**  Sure  then,  and  it's  meself  will  tell  your  honour  th« 
rights  of  it,"  said  the  Ghost-seer.  **  Meself  and  Miss 
P.iuline,  sir, — or  Miss  Pauline  and  meselfi  for  the  ?adies 
come  firs'  anyhow, — we  got  tired  of  the  hobst»-oppylous 
skrimmaging  among  the  ould  iervants,  that  didn't  know 
a  joke  when  they  seen  one :  and  we  went  out  to  look 
at  the  comet,  that's  the  rory-bory-alehouse,  they  calls 
him  in  this  country, — and  we  walked  upon  the  lawn, — 
and  divil  of  any  alehouse  there  was  there  at  all ;  and 
Miss  Pauline  said  it  was  because  of  the  shrubbery  may- 
be, and  why  wouldn't  we  see  it  belter  beyonst  the  trees  ? 
— ^and  so  we  went  to  the  trees,  but  sorrow  a  comet  did 
meself  see  there,  barring  a  big  Ghost  instead  of  it." 

"A  ghost?     And  what  sort  of  a  ghost,  Barney  I " 

"  Och,  then,  divil  a  lie  Fll  tell  your  honour.  A  tall 
ould  gentleman  he  was,  all  in  white,  with  a  shovel  on 
the  shoulder  of  him,  and  a  big  torch  in  his  fist, — though 
what  he  wanted  with  that  it's  meself  can't  tell,  for  his 
eyes  were  like  gig-lami>s,  let  alone  the  moon  and  the 
comet,  which  wasn't  tliere  at  all ; — and  *  Barney,'  says 
he  to  me, — 'cause  why  he  knew  me, — *  Barney,'  says  he, 
*  what  is  it  you're  doing  with  the  colleen  there,  Barney  f ' 
— Divil  a  word  did  I  say.  Miss  Pauline  screeched,  and 
cried  murther  in  French,  and  ran  ofl^  with  herself ;  and 
of  course  meself  was  in  a  mighty  hurry  after  the  lady, 
and  had  no  time  to  stop  palavering  with  him  any  way ; 
Bo  I  dispersed  at  once,  and  the  Ghost  vanished  In  n 
flame  of  fire  1 " 
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Mr.  M^igui^'s  account  was  received  with  avowed 
incredulity  by  both  gentlemen  ;  but  Barney  stuck  to  hia 
text  with  unflinching  pertinacity.  A  reference  to  Ma- 
demoiselle was  suggested,  but  abandoned,  as  neither 
party  had  a  taste  for  delicate  investigations. 

'*  I'll  tell  you  what,  Seaforth,"  said  Ingoldsby,  after 
Barney  had  received  his  dismissal,  *'  that  there  is  a  trick 
here,  is  evident ;  and  Barney's  vision  may  possibly  be 
a  part  of  it  Whether  he  is  most  knave  or  fool,  you 
best  know.  At  all  events,  I  will  sit  up  with  you  to- 
night, and  see  if  I  can  convert  my  ancestor  into  a  visit- 
ing acquaintance.     Meanwhile  your  finger  on  your 

Up!" 

***** 

^^Twas  now  the  rery  witching  time  ofniglit, 
When  churchyards  yawn,  and  grares  give  up  their  deafd." 

Gladly  would  I  grace  my  tale  with  decent  horror,  and 
therefore  I  do  beseech  the  "  gentle  reader  "  to  believe, 
that  if  all  the  sttccedanea  to  this  mysterious  narrative 
are  not  in  strict  keeping,  he  will  ascribe  it  only  to  the 
disgraceful  innovations  of  modem  degeneracy  upon  the 
sober  and  dignified  habits  of  our  ancestors.  I  can 
introduce  him,  it  is  true,  into  an  old  and  high-roofed 
chamber,  its  walls  covered  on  three  sides  with  black  oak 
wainscotting,  adorned  with  carvings  of  fruit  and  flowers 
long  anterior  to  those  of  Grinling  Gibbons ;  the  fourth 
side  is  clothed  with  a  curious  remnant  of  dingy  tapestry, 
once  elucidatory  of  some  Scriptural  history,  but  ot 
which  not  even  Mrs.  Botherby  could  determine.  Mr. 
Simpkinson,  who  had  examined  it  carefully,  inclined  tc 
believe  the  principal  figure  to  be  either  Bathsheba.  or 
Daniel  in  the  lions'  den ;  while  Tom  Ingoldsby  decided 
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m  favour  of  the  King  of  Bashan.  All,  however,  was 
ooiijecture,  tradition  being  silent  on  the  subject — A 
lofty  arched  portal  led  into,  and  a  little  arched  portal  led 
out  of^  this  apartment ;  they  were  opposite  each  other, 
und  each  possessed  the  security  of  massy  bolts  on  its 
interior.  The  bedstead,  too,  was  not  one  of  yesterday, 
but  manifestly  coeval  with  days  ere  Seddons  war,  and 
wheo  a  good  four-post  "article"  was  deemed  worthy 
of  bemg  a  royal  bequest  The  bed  itself,  with  all  the 
appurtenances  of  palliasse,  mattresses,  (fee,  was  of  far 
later  date,  and  looked  most  incongruously  comfortable  ; 
the  casements,  too,  with  their  little  diamond-shaped 
panes  and  iron  binding,  had  given  way  to  the  modern 
heterodoxy  of  the  sash-window.  Nor  was  this  all  that 
conspired  to  ruin  the  costume,  and  render  the  room  a 
meet  haunt  for  such  "  mixed  spirits  "  only  as  could  con- 
descend to  don  at  the  same  time  an  Elizabethan  doublet 
and  Bond-street  inexpressibles. 

With  tlieir  green  morocco  slippers  on  a  modem 
fender,  m  front  of  a  disgracefully  modern  grate,  sat  two 
young  gentlemen,  clad  in  "  shawl-pattern "  dressing 
gowns  and  black  silk  stocks,  much  at  variance  with  the 
high,  cane-backed  chairs  which  supported  them.  A 
bunch  of  abomination  called  a  cigar,  recked  in  the  left- 
hand  comer  of  the  mouth  of  one,  and  in  the  right-hand 
comer  of  the  mouth  of  the  other; — an  arrangement 
happily  adapted  for  the  escape  of  the  noxious  fumes  up 
the  chimney,  without  that  unmerciful  "  funking "  each 
other,  which  a  less  scientific  disposition  of  the  weed 
would  have  induced.  A  small  pem^roke  table  filled  up 
the  intervening  space  between  them,  sustaining,  at  each 
extremity,  an  elbow  and  a  glass  of  toddj  ; — thus  in 
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"  lonely  pensive  contemplation  "  were  the  two  worthies 
occupied,  when  the  "  iron  tongue  of  midnight  had  tolled 
twelve." 

"  Ghost-time's  come ! "  said  Ingoldsby,  taking  from 
nis  waistcoat  pocket  a  watch  like  a  gold  half-crown,  and 
consulting  it  as  though  he  suspected  the  turret-clock 
over  the  stables  of  mendacity. 

"  llush  1 "  said  Charles  ;  "  did  I  not  hear  a  footstep  ?  " 

Tliere  was  a  pause  : — there  was  a  footstep — it  sounded 
distinctly — it  reached  the  door — it  hesitated,  stopped, 
and — passed  on. 

Tom  darted  across  the  room,  threw  open  the  door, 
and  became  aware  of  Mi*s.  Botherby  toddling  to  her 
chamber  at  the  other  end  of  the  gallery,  after  dosing 
one  of  the  housemaids  with  an  approved  julep  from  the 
Counters  of  Kent's  "  Choice  Manual." 

"  Good  night,  sir  !  "  said  Mrs.  Botherby. 

"  Go  to  the  d — 1 ! "  said  the  disappointed  gliost- 
hunter. 

An  hour — two— rolled  on,  and  still  no  spectral  visita- 
tion ;  nor  did  aught  intervene  to  make  night  hideous ; 
and  when  the  turret-clock  sounded  at  length  the  hour 
of  three,  Ingoldsby,  whose  patience  and  grog  were  alike 
exhausted,  sprang  from  his  chair,  saying — 

"  This  is  all  infernal  nonsense,  my  good  fellow.  Deuce 
of  any  ghost  shall  we  see  to-night ;  it's  long  past  the 
canonical  hour.  I'm  off  to  bed ;  and  as  to  your 
breeches,  I'll  insure  them  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours 
at  least,  at  the  price  of  the  buckram." 

"  Certainly. — Oh  !  thank'ee  ; — to  be  sure  ! "  stam- 
mered Charles,  rousing  himself  from  a  reverie,  which 
had  degenerated  into  an  absolute  snooze. 
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••Good  night,  my  boy!  Bolt  tlie  door  behind  me* 
and  defy  tlie  Pope,  the  Devil,  and  the  Pretender  1 — " 

Sc'uforth  followed  his  friend's  advice,  and  the  next 
morning  came  down  to  breakfast  dressed  in  the  habili- 
ments of  the  preceding  day.  The  charm  was  broken, 
the  demon  defeated  ;  the  light  greys  with  the  red  siT\\)e 
down  the  seams  were  yet  in  rerum  naturd,  and  adorned 
the  person  of  their  lawful  proprietor. 

Tom  felicitated  himself  and  his  partner  of  the  watch 
on  the  result  of  their  vigilance;  but  there  is  a  rustic 
adiige,  which  warns  us  against  self-gratulation  before  we 
are  quite  "  out  of  the  wood." — Seaforth  was  yet  within 
its  verge. 

*  »  ♦  *  * 

A  rap  at  Tom  Ingoldsby's  door  the  following  morn- 
ing startled  him  as  he  was  shaving  : — ^he  cut  his  chin. 

"  Come  in,  and  be  d — d  to  you  !  ^  said  the  martyr, 
pressing  his  thumb  on  the  scarified  epidermis. — ^I'he 
door  opened,  and  exhibited  Mr.  Barney  Maguire. 

**  Well,  Barney,  what  is  it  ? "  quoth  the  sufferer, 
adopting  the  vernacular  of  his  visitant. 

"  The  master,  sir *' 

**  Well,  what  does  he  want  ? " 

"  The  loanst  of  a  breeches,  plase  your  honour." 

"  Wliy,  you  don't  mean  to  tell  me — By  Heaven,  this 
is  too  good ! "  shouted  Tom,  bursting  into  a  fit  of  uncon- 
trollable laughter.  "  Why,  Barney,  you  don't  mean  to 
say  the  ghost  has  got  them  again  ? " 

Mr.  Maguire  di<l  not  respond  to  the  young  squire's 
risibility ;  the  cast  of  his  countenance  was  decidedly 
serious. 

**  Faith,  then,  it's  gone  they  arc,  sure  enough  1   HasnH 
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meself  been  looking  over  the  bed,  and  under  the  bed, 
and  in  the  bed,  for  the  matter  of  that,  and  divil  a 
ha'p'orth  of  breeclies  is  there  to  the  fore  at  alJ : — I  in 
bothered  entirely ! " 

**  Ilark'ee !  Mr.  Barney,"  said  Tom,  incautiously 
removing  his  thumb,  and  letting  a  crimson  stream 
**  incarnadine  the  multitudinous  "  lather  that  plastered 
his  throat, — ^*'  this  may  be  all  very  well  with  your 
master,  but  you  don't  humbug  me,  sir  : — tell  me  in- 
stantly what  have  you  done  with  the  clothes  ?" 

This  abrupt  transition  from  "lively  to  severe"  cer- 
tainly took  Maguire  by  surprise,  and  he  seemed  for 
an  instant  as  much  disconcerted  as  it  is  possible  to 
disconcert  an  Irish  gentleman's  gentleman. 

"  Me  ?  is  it  meself,  then,  that  's  the  Ghost  to  your 
honour's  thinking?"  said  he,  after  a  moment's  pause, 
and  with  a  slight  shade  of  indignation  in  his  tones: 
"is  it  I  would  stale  the  master's  things, — and  what 
would  I  do  with  them  ? " 

"That  you  best  know: — what  your  purpose  is  I 
can't  guess,  for  I  don't  tliink  you  mean  to  *  stale' 
them,  as  you  call  it;  but  that  you  are  concerned  in 
their  disappearance,  I  am  satisfied.  Confound  this 
blood  ! — give  me  a  towel,  Barney." 

Maiguire  acquitted  himself  of  the  commission. 
"As  I've  a  sowl,  your  honour,"  said  he  solemnly, 
"  little  it  is  meself  knows  of  the  matter  ;  and  after 
what  I  seen " 

"  What  you've  seen  f  Why,  what  have  you  seen  f 
— Barney,  I  don't  want  to  inquire  into  your  flirtations ; 
but  don't  suppose  you  can  palm  off  your  saucer  eyei 
i^d  gig-lamps  upon  me  I" 
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**  Then,  as  sure  as  your  honour  *8  standing  there  I 
aiiw  him  :  and  why  wouldn't  I,  when  Miss  Pauline  was 
to  the  fore  as  well  as  meself,  and " 

**  Get  along  with  your  nonsense, — leave  the  room, 
sir!" 

**  But  the  master  ? "  said  Barney,  imploringly  ;  "  and 
without  a  breeches  ? — sure  he'll  be  catching  cowld  ! — " 

"  Take  that,  rascal ! "  replied  Ingoldsby,  throwing 
a  pair  of  pantaloons  at,  rather  than  to,  him ;  "  but 
don't  suppose,  sir,  you  shall  carry  on  your  tricks 
here  with  impunity  ;  recollect  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  a  treadmill,  and  that  my  father  is  a  county  magis- 
trate." 

Barney's  eye  flashed  fire, — ^lie  stood  erect,  and  was 
about  to  speak  ;  but,  mastering  himself,  not  without 
an  efibrt,  he  took  up  the  garment,  and  left  the  room 
as  perpendicular  as  a  Quaker. 

♦  ♦  »  ♦  ♦ 

"  Ingoldsby,"  said  Charles  Seaforth,  after  breakfast, 
"  this  is  now  past  a  joke ;  to-day  is  the  last  of  my  stay ; 
for,  notwithstanding  the  ties  which  detain  me,  common 
decency  obliges  me  to  visit  home  after  so  long  an 
absence.  I  shall  come  to  an  immediate  explanation 
with  your  father  on  the  subject  nearest  my  heart,  and 
depart  while  I  have  a  change  of  dress  left.  On  his 
answer  will  my  return  depend  1  in  the  meantime  tell 
me  candidly, — I  ask  it  in  all  seriousness,  and  as  a 
friend, — am  I  not  a  dupe  to  your  well-known  propen- 
sity to  hoaxing  ?  have  you  not  a  hand  in " 

**  No,  by  Heaven  !  Seaforth  ;  I  see  what  you  mciin  : 
on  my  honour,  I  am  as  much  mystified  as  yourself ;  and 
if  your  servant " 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


44  THE  SPECTRE 

"  Not  he : — ^if  there  be  a  trick,  he  at  least  is  not 
privy  to  it." 

**  If  tliere  be  a  trick  ?  Why,  Charles,  do  you 
think " 

"  I  know  not  what  to  think,  Tom.  As  surely  as  you 
are  a  living  man,  so  surely  did  that  spectral  anatomy 
visit  my  room  again  last  night,  grin  in  my  face,  and 
walk  away  with  my  trousers ;  nor  was  I  able  to  spring 
from  my  bed,  or  break  the  chain  which  seemed  to  bind 
me  to  my  pillow." 

"Scaforth!"  said  Ingoldsby,  after  a  short  pause, 
**  I  will — but  hush  1  here  are  the  girls  and  my 
father. — I  wirl  carry  off  the  females,  and  leave  you  a 
clear  field  with  the  Governor  :  carry  your  point  with 
him,  and  we  will  talk  about  your  breeches  after- 
wards." 

Tom's  diversion  was  successful;  he  carried  oflf  the 
ladies  en  masse  to  look  at  a  remarkable  specimen  of 
the  class  Dodecandria  Monogynia, — which  they  could 
not  find  ; — while  Seaforth  marched  boldly  up  to  the 
encounter,  and  carried  "  the  Governor's "  outworks 
by  a  coup  de  main.  I  shall  not  stop  to  describe  the 
progress  of  the  attack  ;  suflSce  it  that  it  was  as  success- 
ful as  could  have  been  wished,  and  that  Seaforth  was 
referred  back  again  to  the  lady.  The  happy  lover  was 
off"  at  a  tingent ;  the  botanical  party  was  soon  over- 
taken ;  and  the  arm  of  Caroline,  whom  a  vain  endea- 
vour to  spell  out  the  Linnaean  name  of  a  daffy-down- 
•lilly  had  detained  a  little  in  the  rear  of  the  others.  u<i8 
soon  firmly  looked  in  his  own. 

**  What  wa§  the  world  to  tnem. 
Its  Doiae,  iU  nonsense,  and  iti  '  braecbes'  iJJ  ^ 
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Seaforth  was  in  the  seventh  heaven  ;  he  retireu  to 
hi»  room  that  night  as  happy  as  if  no  such  thiiiir  as  a 
goblin  had  ever  been  heard  of,  and  personal  cl.aitfls 
were  as  well  fenced  in  by  law  as  real  property.  Not 
so  Tom  Ingoldsby :  the  mystery — for  mystery  there 
evidently  was, — had  not  only  piqued  his  curiosity, 
but  luffled  his  temper.  The  watch  of  the  previous 
night  had  been  unsuccessful,  probably  because  it  was 
nndis|^aised.  To-night  he  would  "ensconce  himself," 
— not  indeed  "  behind  the  arras," — for  the  little  that 
remainvJ  was,  as  we  have  seen,  nailed  to  the  wall, — 
but  in  tt  small  closet  which  opened  frum  one  corner 
of  the  luom,  and,  by  leaving  the  door  ajar,  would  give 
to  its  Occupant  a  view  of  all  that  might  pass  in  the 
apartment.  Here  did  the  young  Ghost-hunter  take 
up  a  position,  with  a  good  stout  sapling  under  his 
arm,  a  ftiii  half-hour  before  Seaforth  retired  for  the 
night.  Not  even  his  friend  did  he  let  into  his  con- 
fidence, fuiiy  determined  that  if  his  plan  did  not 
succeed,  thts  failure  should  be  attributed  to  himself 
alone. 

At  the  usual  hour  of  separation  for  the  night,  Tom 
Raw,  from  his  concealment,  the  Lieutenant  enter  his 
room,  and,  after  taking  a  few  turns  in  it,  with  an 
expression  so  joyous  as  to  betoken  that  his  thoughts 
were  mainly  occupied  by  his  approaching  happiness, 
proceed  slowly  to  disrobe  himself.  The  coat^  the 
waistcoat,  the  black  silk  stock,  were  gradually  dis- 
carded ;  the  green  morocco  slippei's  were  kicked  oi\\ 
and  then — ay,  and  then  —  his  countenance  grew 
grave;  it  seemed  to  occur  to  him  all  at  once  that  this 
was  his  last  stake,- -nay,  that  the  very  breeches  hf 
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had  on  were  not  his  own, — that  to  monow  mornmg 

was  his  last,  and  that  if  he  lost  them A  glnnce 

showed  that  his  mind  was  made  up ;  he  rephiced  the 
single  button  he  had  just  subducted,  and  threw  him- 
self upon  the  bed  in  a  state  of  transition, — half 
chrysalis,  half-grub. 

Wearily  did  Tom  Ingoldsby  watch  the  sleeper  by  tho 
flickering  light  of  the  night-lamp,  till  tlie  clock,  striking 
one,  hiduced  him  to  increase  the  narrow  opening  which 
he  had  left  for  the  purpose  of  observation.  The  motion, 
slight  as  it  was,  seemed  to  attract  Charleses  attention ; 
for  he  raised  himself  suddenly  to  a  sitting  posture, 
listened  for  a  moment,  and  then  stood  upright  upon  the 
floor.  Ingoldsby  was  on  the  point  of  discovering  him- 
self, when,  the  light  flashing  full  upon  his  friend's 
countenance,  he  perceived  that,  though  his  eyes  were 
open,  "  their  sense  was  shut," — that  he  was  yet  under 
the  influence  of  sleep.  Seaforth  advanced  slowly  to  the 
toilet,  lit  his  candle  at  the  lamp  that  stood  on  it,  then, 
going  back  to  the  bed's  foot,  appeared  to  search  eagerly 
for  something  which  he  could  not  find.  For  a  few  mo- 
ments he  seemed  restless  and  uneasy,  walking  round  the 
apartment  and  examining  the  chairs,  till,  coming  fully 
in  front  of  a  large  swing-glass  that  flanked  the  dressing- 
table,  he  paused,  as  if  contemplating  his  figure  in  it 
He  now  returned  towards  the  bed ;  put  on  his  slippers, 
and,  with  cautious  and  stealthy  steps,  proceeded  towards 
the  httle  arched  doorway  that  opened  on  the  private 
staircase. 

As  he  drew  the  bolt,  Tom  Ingoldsby  emercred  fron» 
his  hiding-place;  but  the  sleep-walker  heard  him  not, 
ho  proceeded  softly  down  stairs,  followed  at  a  due  diF 
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tance  by  bis  friend;  opened  tbe  door  which  led  out 
upon  the  gardens ;  and  stood  at  once  among  tbe  thick- 
est  of  the  shrubs,  which  there  clustertxi  round  the  base 
of  a  comer  turret,  and  screened  the  postern  from  com- 
mon observation.  At  this  moment  Ingoldsby  had  nearly 
spoiled  all  by  making  a  false  step  :  the  sound  attracted 
Seaforth's  attention, — he  paused  and  turned;  and,  as 
tlie  full  moon  shed  her  light  directly  upon  his  pale  and 
troubled  features,  Tom  marked,  almost  with  dismay,  the 
fixed  and  rayless  appearance  of  his  eyes : — 

**■  There  was  no  speculation  in  Uiose  orbs 
Thai  he  did  glare  withal.** 

riie  perfect  stillness  preserved  by  his  follower  seemed  to 
^assure  him;  he  turned  aside;  and  from  the  midst  of 
a  thickset  laurustinus,  drew  forth  a  gardener's  spade, 
shouldering  which  he  proceeded  witli  greater  rapidity 
nto  the  midst  of  the  shrubbery.  Arrived  at  a  certain 
point  where  tl  e  eartli  seemed  to  have  been  recently  di^ 
turbed,  he  set  himself  heartily  to  the  task  of  digging, 
till,  having  thrown  up  several  shovelfuls  of  mould,  he 
stopped,  flung  down  his  tool,  and  very  composedly  began 
to  disencumber  himself  of  his  pantaloons. 

Up  to  this  moment  Tom  had  watched  him  with  a 
wary  eye;  he  now  advanced  cautiously,  and,  as  his 
friend  was  busily  engaged  in  disentangling  huuseif  from 
his  garmout,  made  himself  master  of  the  spade.  Sea- 
forth,  meanwhile,  had  accomplished  his  purpose:  he 
stood  for  a  moment  with 

«« His  streamers  waring  In  the  wlnd,«> 

oocnpied  in  carefully  rolling  up  the  small-clothes  into  ar* 
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compact  a  form  as  possible,  and  all  heedless  of  th« 

breath  of  heaven,  which  might  certainly  be  supposed, 

at  suoh  a  moment,  and  in  such  a  plight,  to  "  visit  his 

frame  too  roughly." 

— Ue  was  in  the  act  of  stooping  low  to  deposit  the 

pantiiloons  in  the  grave  which  he  had  been  digging  for 

them,  when  Tom  lugoldsby  came  close  behind  him,  and 

with  the  flat  side  of  the  spade 

*  *  4t  %  * 

The  shock  was  effectual; — never  again  was  Lieu- 
tenant Seaforth  known  to  act  the  part  of  a  somnam- 
bulist. One  by  one,  his  breeches, — his  trousers, — his 
pantaloons, — his  silk-net  tights, — his  patent  cords, — his 
showy  greys  with  the  broad  red  stripe  of  the  Bombay 
Fencibles,  were  brought  to  light, — rescued  from  the 
grave  in  which  they  had  been  buried  like  the  strata  of 
a  Christmas  pie ;  and,  after  having  been  well  aired  by 
Mrs.  Botherby,  became  once  again  etJ'ective. 

The  family,  die  ladies  especially,  i  'Ughed ; — the 
Peterses  laughed  ; — the  Simpkinsons  laughed ; — Barney 
Maguire  cried  "  Botheration  !  "  and  Md'niselle  Pauline^ 

Charles  Seaforth,  unable  to  f:ice  the  quizzing  which 
awaited  him  on  all  sides,  started  ofl:'  two  hours  earlier 
than  he  had  proposed  : — he  soon  returned,  however 
and  having,  at  his  father-in  law's  request,  given  up  the 
occupation  of  Rajah-hunting  and  shooting  nabobs,  led 
his  blushing  bride  to  the  altar. 

Mr.  Simpkinson  from  Bath  dM  not  attend  the  cere 
mony,  being  engaged  at  the  Gra:id  Junction  Meeting  of 
Scauans,  then  congregating  (Vein  all  parts  of  the  known 
world  in  the  city  of  Dublin.     His  essay,  dcuixinstrating 
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Chat  ihe  globe  is  a  great  custard,  whipped  into  coagula- 
tion by  whirlwinds,  and  cooked  by  electricity, — a  littJo 
too  much  baked  in  the  Isle  of  Portland,  and  a  tliought 
underdone  about  the  Bog  of  All-in, — was  highly  spoken 
of,  and  narrowly  escaped  obtaining  a  Bridgewater 
prize. 

Miss  Simpkinson  and  her  sister  acted  as  brides- 
maids on  the  occasion ;  tlie  former  wrote  an  epithala- 
•^ittin,  and  the  latter  cried  "  Lassy  me  I"  at  the  clergy- 
man's wig.  Some  years  have  since  rolled  on ;  the 
union  has  been  crowned  with  two  or  three  tidy  little  oft- 
shoots  from  the  family  tree,  of  whom  Master  Neddy  is 
"grand-papa's  darling,"  and  Mary- Anne  mamma's  par- 
ticular "  Sock."  I  shall  only  add,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seaforth  are  living  together  quite  as  happily  as  two 
good-hearted,  good-temi)ered  bodies,  very  fond  of  each 
other,  can  possibly  do:  and  that,  since  the  day  of  his 
marriage,  Charles  has  shown  no  disposition  to  jump  out 
of  bed,  or  ramble  out  of  dooi-s  o'  niirhts, — though,  from 
his  entire  devotion  to  every  wish  and  whim  of  his  young 
wife,  Tom  insinuates  that  the  fair  Caroline  does  still 
occasionally  take  advantage  of  it  so  far  as  to  "  slip  on 
the  Breeches." 


It  was  not  till  some  years  aftor  the  events  just  recorded, 
that  Miss  Mary-Anne,  the  "  Tot  Sock  "  before  alluded 
to,  was  made  acquainted  with  the  following  piece  of 
£unily  biography.  It  was  comniunioatod  to  her  in  strict 
confidence  by.  Nurse  Botherby,  a  maiden  niece  of  the 
old  lady's,  tlien  recently  promoto<l  from  the  ranks  in  the 

FIRST   8KRIF.S.  8 
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still-room  to  be  second  in  command  in  the  Nursery 
department 

The  story  is  connected  with  a  dingy  wizen-faced  por 
trait  in  an  oval  frame,  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
^  Uncle  Stephen,"  though  from  the  style  of  his  culrirelvet, 
it  is  evident  that  some  generations  must  have  passed 
away  since  any  living  being  could  have  hVXKl  tuvards 
him  in  that  degree  of  consanguinity. 
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THE  HAND  OF  GLORY. 

M«l^flca  qasdam  aaguriatrix  in  Anglift  fait,  qaam  demoaM  honibitiUl 
•t  imponentes  super  equum  terribilem,  per  Aerm  rapaenwt . 
[Ue  torribilee  (at  ferunt)  per  qoataor  fermA  miliarie  aadiebantor.** 

JVhtmnA.  Ckrwi 

On  the  lone  bleak  moor, 

At  tlie  midnight  hour, 
Beneath  the  Gallows  Tree, 

Hand  in  hand 

The  Murderers  stand 
hj  one,  by  two,  by  three  I 

And  the  Moon  that  night 

With  a  grey,  cold  light 
Each  baleful  object  ti{« ; 

One  half  of  her  form 

Is  seen  tlirough  the  storm. 
Tike  other  half's  hid  in  Eclipse. 

And  the  cold  Wind  howls, 

And  the  Thunder  growls. 
And  the  Lightning  is  broad  and  bright; 

And  altogether 

It  *8  very  bad  weather. 
And  an  unpleasant  sort  of  a  night ! 

"Now  mount  who  list, 

And  close  by  the  wrist 
Seyer  me  quickly  the  Dead  Man's  fist  t— 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


62  THE    NL'USES    STOKV. 

Now  climb  who  dare 

Where  he  swings  in  air, 
And  pluck  me  five  locks  of  the  Dead  Man's  hairl  * 
****** 
There's  an  old  woman  dwells  upon  Tappington  Moor, 
She  hath  years  on  her  back  at  tlie  least  fourscore^ 
And  some  people  fancj  a  great  manj  moi-e 

Her  nose  it  is  hook'd, 

Her  back  it  is  crook'd. 

Her  eyes  blear  and  red  : 

On  the  top  of  her  head 

Is  a  mutcli,  and  on  that 

A  shocking  bad  hat, 
Extinguisher-shaped,  the  brim  narrow  and  fiat  I 
Then,— My  Gracious  I — her  beard ! — it  would  sadly  perplex 
A  spectator  at  first  to  distinguish  her  sex  ; 
Nor,  1 11  Tenture  to  say,  without  scrutiny  could  he 
Pronounce  her,  off-handed,  a  Punch  or  a  Judy. 
Did  you  see  her,  in  shorty  that  mud-hovel  within, 
With  her  knees  to  her  nose,  and  her  nose  to  her  chin. 
Leering  up  with  that  queer,  indescribable  grin. 
You'd  lift  up  your  hands  in  amazement,  and  cry, 
"—Well  I — ^I  never  did  see  such  a  regular  Guy  I  * 

And  now  before 

That  old  Woman's  door, 
Where  naught  that's  good  may  be, 

Hand  in  hand 

The  Murderers  stand 
By  one,  by  two,  by  three  I 
Oh  I  'tis  a  horrible  sight  to  view, 
In  that  horrible  hovel,  that  hon-ible  crew, 
By  the  pale  blue  glare  of  that  flickering  flame, 
Doing  the  deed  that  hath  never  a  name  I 

Tis  awful  to  hear 

Tliose  words  of  (var  I 
Ihe  pray'r  mutter'd  backwards,  and  sriid  with  a  sneer  I 
(Matthew  Hopkins  himself  has  assured  us  that  when 
A  witch  says  her  pray'rs,  she  b.gins  with  "  Ameu.'T — 
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— ^TKs  awful  to  see 

On  that  Old  Woman's  knee 
The  dead,  shrireird  hand,  as  she  clasps  it  with  glee 

And  now,  with  care, 

The  five  locks  of  hair 
From  the  skull  of  the  Gentleman  dangling  up  there^ 

With  the  grease  and  the  fat 

Of  a  black  Tom  Cat 

She  hastens  to  mix, 

And  to  twist  into  wicka, 
And  one  on  the  thumb,  and  each  finger  to  fix.— 
(For  another  receipt  the  same  charm  to  prepare^ 
Consult  Mr.  Ains worth  and  Petit  Albert.) 

"  Now  open  lock 

To  the  Dead  Man's  knock ! 
Fly  bolt>  and  bar,  and  band  I— 

Nor  move,  nor  swerve 

Joint,  muscle,  or  nerve. 
At  the  spell  of  the  Dead  Man's  hand  I 
Sleep  all  who  sleep  I — Wake  all  who  wake  I — 
And  be  as  the  Dead  for  the  Dead  Man's  sake  1 1 " 

#       .     #  #  »  ♦  • 

^1 18  silent  I  all  is  still. 
Save  the  ceaseless  moan  of  the  bubbling  rill 
Ab  it  wells  from  the  bosom  of  Ta))pington  Hill ; 

And  in  Tappington  Hall 

Great  and  Small, 
Gentle  and  Simple,  Squire  and  Groom, 
Each  one  hath  sought  his  separate  room, 
And  sleep  her  dark  mantle  hath  o'er  them  caat^ 
For  the  midnight  hour  hath  long  been  past ! 

All  is  darksome  in  earth  and  sky, 

Bare,  from  yon  casement,  narrow  and  high, 

A  quivering  beam 

On  the  tiny  stream 
Plays^  like  some  ta]>or*9  fitful  gleam 
By  one  that  is  watching  wearily. 
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Within  that  ca8ement»  narrow  and  high, 
In  his  secret  lair,  where  none  may  spy, 
Sits  one  whose  brow  is  wrinkled  with  care^ 
And  the  thin  grey  locks  of  his  failing  hair 
Have  left  his  little  bald  pate  all  bare ; 

For  his  full-bottom'd  wig 

Hangs,  bushy  and  big, 
On  the  top  of  his  old-fashion'd,  high-baok*d  ^lauv 

Unbraced  are  his  dothe^ 

Ungarter'd  his  hose. 
His  gown  is  bedizened  with  tulip  and  rose^ 
Flowers  of  remarkable  size  and  hue, 
Flowers  such  as  Eden  never  knew ; 
— And  there,  by  many  a  sparkling  heap 

Of  the  good  red  gold. 

The  tale  is  told 
What  powerful  spell  avails  to  keep 
That  care-worn  man  from  his  needful  sleep  I 
Haply,  he  deems  no  eye  can  see 
As  he  gloats  on  his  treasure  gi-eedily, — 

TIic  shining  store 

Of  glittering  ore, 
The  fair  Kose-Noble,  the  bright  Moidore, 
And  the  broovl  Double  Joe  from  ayont  the  sea,— 
But  lhere*8  one  that  watches  as  well  as  he ; 

For,  wakeful  and  sly. 

In  a  closet  hard  by, 
On  his  truckle-bed  lieth  a  little  Foot-page, 
A  boy  who*s  uncommonly  sharp  of  his  age. 

Like  young  Master  Horner, 

Who  erst  in  a  corner 
Sat  eating  his  Christmas  pie : 
And,  while  that  Old  Gentleman's  counting  his  hoardi% 
Little  Hugh  peeps  through  a  crack  in  the  boards! 
*  •  *  •  * 

There's  a  voice  in  the  air. 

There's  a  step  on  the  stair. 
The  old  man  starts  in  his  cane-back*d  chair; 
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At  the  first  faint  Bound 

He  gazes  around, 
And  holds  up  his  dip  of  sixteen  to  the  pound. 

Then  half  arose 

From  beside  his  toes 
His  little  pug-dog  with  his  little  pug  nose^ 
"But,  ere  he  can  rent  one  inquisitive  snifi^ 
That  little  pug-dog  stands  stark  and  stiH^ 

For  low,  yet  clear. 

Now  fall  on  the  ear, 
— ^Where  once  pronounced  for  ever  they  dweD,^ 
The  unholy  words  of  the  Dead  Man's  spell  I 

"Open  lock 

To  the  Dead  Man's  knock! 
Fly  bolt^  and  bar,  and  band  I 

Nor  move,  nor  swerve 

Joint)  muscle,  or  nerve^ 
At  the  spell  of  the  Dead  Man's  handl 
Sleep  all  who  sleep  1 — ^Wake  all  who  wake  I — 
But  be  as  the  Dead  for  the  Dead  Man's  sake  1 1 " 

Now  lock,  nor  bolt^  nor  bar  avails, 

Nor  stout  oak  panel  thick-studded  with  naila. 

Heavy  and  harsh  the  hinges  creak, 

noQgjh  they  had  been  oil*d  in  the  eomse  of  the  week; 

The  door  opens  wide  as  wide  may  be. 

And  there  they  stand. 

That  murderous  band. 
Let  by  the  light  of  that  Glorious  Hami^ 

By  one  I — by  two ! — ^by  three  1 

They  have  paar'd  through  the  porch,  they  have  pass*    khirnn^ 

the  hall. 
Where  the  Porter  sat  snoring  against  the  wall; 

The  very  snore  froze 

In  his  very  snub  nose, 
Tou'd  have  verily  deem'd  he  had  snored  his  last 
When  the  Glouois  Hand  by  the  side  of  him  past! 
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E'en  fJie  lltUe  wee  mouse,  as  it  ran  o*er  the  mat 
At  the  top  of  its  speed  to  escape  from  the  cat) 

Tliough  half  dead  with  affright^ 

Paused  in  its  flight; 
And  the  cat^  that  was  cliiising  that  little  wee  things 
Lay  crouch'd  as  a  statue  in  act  to  spring  1 

And  now  they  are  there, 

On  the  head  of  the  stair, 
And  the  long  crooked  whittle  is  gleaming  and  bare  I 
—I  really  don't  think  any  money  would  bribe 
Me  the  horrible  scene  that  ensued  to  describe, 
Or  the  wild,  wild  glare 

Of  that  old  man's  eye, 
liis  dumb  despair. 

And  deep  agony. 

The  kid  from  the  pen,  and  the  lamb  from  the  fold. 
Unmoved  may  the  blade  of  the  butcher  behold ; 
They  dream  not — ah,  happier  they  I — that  the  knif(% 
Tliough  uplifted,  can  menace  their  innocent  life; 
It  falls ; — the  frail  thread  of  their  being  is  riven. 
They  dread  not,  susi>ect  not,  the  blow  till  'tis  given.-^ 
But^  oh  1  what  a  thing  Wa  to  see  and  to  know 
That  the  bare  knife  is  raised  in  the  hand  of  the  foe, 
Without  hope  to  repel,  or  to  ward  ofl:  the  blow  I — 
— ^Enough ! — let's  pass  over  as  fast  as  we  can 
The  fate  of  that  grey,  that  unha[»py  old  man  I 

But  fancy  poor  Ilugli, 

Aghast  at  the  view, 
Powerless  alike  to  speak  or  to  do  I 

In  vain  doth  he  try 

To  open  the  eye. 
Tliatis  shut,  or  close  that  which  is  clapt  to  the  chink. 
Though  he'd  tfive  nil  the  world  to  be  able  to  wink!— 
No! — ^for  all  that  this  world  can  give  or  refuse, 
I  would  not  be  now  in  that  little  boy's  shoes, 
Or  indeed  any  garment  at  all  that  is  Ilugh's! 
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— ^Tis  lucky  for  bim  that  the  chink  in  the  wall 
He  has  peep'd  through  bo  long,  is  bo  narrow  and  Binalll 
Wailing  voicefl^  sounds  of  woe, 

Such  as  follow  departing  friends^ 
That  fatal  night  round  Tappington  go^ 

Its  long-drawn  roofs  and  its  gable  endi : 
Ethereal  Spirits,  gentle  and  good, 
Aje  weep  and  lament  o'er  a  deed  of  Uoodl 

•  •  •  •  • 
Tia  early  dawn — the  morn  is  grey, 

And  the  clouds  and  the  tempest  have  paas'd  away. 

And  all  things  betoken  a  very  fine  day ; 

Butt  while  the  lark  her  carol  is  singing 

Shrieks  and  screams  are  through  Tappington  ringing  I 

Upstarting  all, 

Great  and  small, 
Each  one  who*s  found  within  Tappington  Hall, 
Gentle  and  Simple,  Squire  or  Groom, 
All  seek  at  once  that  old  Gentleman's  room ; 

And  tliere,  on  the  floor. 

Drench' J  in  its  gore, 
A  ghastly  corpse  lies  exposed  to  tlie  view, 
Carotid  and  jugular  both  cut  through  1 

And  tliere,  by  its  side, 

*Mid  tlie  crimson  tide. 
Kneels  a  little  Foot-page  of  tondercst  years ; 
Adown  his  pale  cheek  the  fast-fulling  tears 
Are  coursing  each  other  round  and  big, 
And  he's  staunching  the  blood  with  a  full-bottom*d  wig 
Alasl  and  alack  for  his  stauuehingl — 'tis  plain. 
As  anatomists  tell  us,  that  never  again 
Shall  life  revisit  the  foully  sin  in. 
When  once  they've  been  cut  tlirough  the  jugular  yein. 

•  •  «  •  • 
lliere's  a  hue  and  a  cry  through  the  County  of  Kent| 
And  in  chase  of  the  cut-throats  a  Constable's  sent, 
But  no  one  can  tell  the  man  which  wav  they  went 

3* 
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There's  a  little  Foot-page  with  that  Constable  goes^ 
And  A  little  pug-dog  with  a  little  pug-nose. 

•  *  *  •  • 

In  Rochester  town 

At  the  sign  of  the  Crown, 
Three  falmbby-genteel  men  are  just  sitting  down 
To  a  fat  stubble-goose,  with  potatoes  down  brown ; 

When  a  little  Foot-page 

Rushes  in,  in  a  rage, 
Upsetting  the  apple-sauce,  onions,  and  sage. 
That  little  Foot-page  takes  the  first  by  the  throaty 
And  a  little  pug-dog  takes  the  next  by  the  coat» 
And  a  Constable  seizes  the  one  more  remote ; 
And  fair  rose-nobles  and  brond  moidores^ 
The  Waiter  pulls  out  of  their  pockets  by  scores. 
And  Uie  Boots  and  the  Chambermaids  run  in  and  stars; 
And  the  Constable  says,  with  a  dignified  au*, 
"You're  wanted^  Geulemen,  one  and  all. 
For  that  'ere  precious  lark  at  Tappington  Hall  I*! 

There's  a  black  gibbet  frowns  upon  Tappington  Moor, 
Where  a  former  black  gibbet  has  frown'd  before ; 
It  is  OS  black  as  black  may  be, 
And  murderers  tliere 
Are  dangling  in  au*, 
By  one ! — by  two ! — by  three  I 

There's  a  horrid  old  hog  in  a  steeple-crown'd  hat^ 

Round  her  neck  they  have  tied  to  a  hempen  cravat 

A  Dead  Man's  hand,  and  a  dead  Tom  Cat  I 

They  have  tied  up  her  thumbs,  they  have  tied  up  her  toes^ 

They  have  tied  up  her  eyes,  they  have  tied  up  her  limbs  I 
Into  Tappington  mill-dam  souse  she  goes 

With  a  whoop  and  a  halloo  1 — '*  She  swims  1 — She  swims !" 
Tliey  have  dragg'd  her  to  land, 
And  every  one's  hand. 

Is  grasping  a  fa^ot,  a  billet,  or  braud. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


THE    HAND    OF    GLORY.  59 

WbeD  A  qneer-looking  horseman,  drest  all  in  black, 
Snatches  up  that  old  harridan  just  like  a  sack 
To  the  crupper  behind  him,  puts  spurs  to  his  hack; 
Makes  a  dash  through  the  crowd,  and  is  off  in  a  crack  i-^ 

No  one  can  tell. 

Though  they  guess  pretty  well. 
Which  way  that  grim  rider  and  old  woman  go^ 
For  all  see  he*s  a  sort  of  infernal  Ducrow ; 

And  she  scream'd  so^  and  cried, 

We  may  fairly  decide 
That  the  old  woman  did  not  much  relish  her  ride  1 

Moral. 

This  truest  of  stories  confirms  beyond  donbi 
That  truest  of  adages — *'  Murder  will  out  1" 
In  vain  may  the  blood-spiller  "double"  and  fly 
In  vain  even  witchcraft  and  sorcery  try: 
Although  for  a  time  he  may  'scape,  by-asi-by 
He'U  be  rare  to  be  caught  by  a  Hugh  and  «  Otf  i 
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One  iparvcl  follows  another  as  naturallj  as  one 
"  shoulder  of  mutton  "  is  said  "  to  drive  another  down." 
A  little  Welsh  girl,  who  sometimes  makes  her  way  from 
the  kitchen  into  the  nursery,  after  listening  with  intense 
interest  to  this  tale,  immediately  started  off  at  score  with 
the  sum  and  substance  of  what,  in  due  reTerence  fof 
such  authority,  I  shall  call — 
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^LOOK  AT  THE  CLOCKI" 


•*  Look  at  the  Clock  I**  quoth  Winifred  Pryce, 

As  she  opea'd  the  door  to  her  husband's  knocl^ 
Then  paos'd  to  give  him  a  piece  of  advice, 
**  Too  nasty  Warmint^  look  at  the  Clock  I 

Is  this  the  way,  yon 

Wretch,  every  day  you 
^nreat  her  who  vow'd  to  love  and  obey  you  I— 

Out  all  night  1 

Me  in  a  fright ; 
Staggering  home  as  it's  just  getting  light  I 
Tou  intoidiied  brute  I — ^you  insensible  block  I — 
Look  at  the  Clock !— Do!— Look  at  the  Clock T 

Winifred  Pryce  was  tidy  and  clean. 
Her  gown  was  a  flowered  one,  her  petticoat  green. 
Her  buckles  were  bright  as  her  milking  cans, 
And  her  hat  was  a  beaver,  and  made  like  a  man's ; 
Her  little  red  eyes  were  deep  set  in  their  socket-holes, 
Her  gown-tail  was  turn'd  up,  and  tucked  through  the  pockefr 
holes; 

A  face  like  a  ferret 
Betoken'd  her  spirit : 
To  conclude,  Mr&  Pryce  was  not  over  young. 
Him!  very  short  legs^  and  a  very  long  tongue. 
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Now  Dftvid  Pryoe 

Had  one  darUng  vice; 
Remarkably  partial  to  anythiog  nice, 
Nought  that  was  good  to  him  came  amiai^ 
Whether  to  eat»  or  to  drink,  or  to  kias  I 

Eapecially  al^^-^ 

If  it  was  not  too  staie 
I  really  belieye  he*d  have  emptied  a  pail ; 

Not  that  in  Walea 

They  talk  of  their  Ales ; 
To  pronounce  the  word  they  make  use  of  Ui^pbt  trouble  yon^ 
Being  spelt  with  a  C,  two  Ra^  and  a  W. 

That  particular  day, 

As  I've  heard  people  say, 
Mr.  David  Pryce  had  been  soaking  his  clay. 
And  amusing  himself  with  his  pipe  and  cheroot^ 
The  whole  i^rnoon  at  the  Goat-in-Boot^ 

With  a  couple  more  soakere; 

Thoroughbred  smokers^ 
Both,  like  himself  prime  singers  and  jokers ; 
And,  long  after  day  had  drawn  to  a  closer 
And  the  rest  of  the  world  was  wrapp'd  in  repose^ 
They  were  roaring  out  **Shcnkin  I"  and  "Ar  hyddy  nos;" 
While  David  himself^  to  a  Sassiinach  tune, 
Sang;  "  We've  drunk  down  the  Sun,  boysl  let's  drink  down  thf 
Moon! 

What  have  we  with  day  to  dof 

Mrs.  Winifred  Pryce,  'twas  made  for  you  !"— 
At  length,  when  they  couldn't  well  drink  any  mors^ 
Old  *  Goat-in-Boots"  showed  them  tlie  door: 

And  then  came  that  knock, 

And  the  sensible  shock 
David  felt  when  his  wife  cried,  "Look  at  the  Clock!" 
For  the  hands  stood  as  crooked  as  crcoked  might  be, 
The  long  at  the  Twelve,  and  the  abort  at  the  Ilireel 

That  self-same  clock  had  long  been  a  bone 
Of  contention  between  thi!<  Darby  and  Joan  ; 
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And  often.  Among  their  pother  and  rout^ 
When  this  otherwise  amiable  couple  fell  out^ 

Pryce  would  drop  a  cool  hint 

With  an  ominous  squint 
At  its  case,  of  an  **  Uncle  "  of  his,  who  'd  a  "Spout.* 

That  horrid  word  "Spout" 

No  sooner  came  out, 
Tliaii  Winifred  Pryce  would  turn  her  about» 

And  with  scorn  on  her  Up, 

And  a  hand  on  each  hip, 
"  Spont  **  herself  till  her  nose  grew  red  at  the  tip^ 

"  You  thundering  Willin, 

I  know  you'd  be  killing 
Tour  wife  — ay,  a  dozen  of  wivesi — ^for  a  shilling! 

You  may  do  what  you  please, 

You  may  sell  my  chemise, 
(Mrs.  P.  was  too  well  bred  to  mention  her  stock,) 
Bat  I  never  will  part  with  my  Grandmother^B  Clock  I  * 

Mr&  Pryoe*s  tongue  ran  long  and  ran  fast ; 

But  patience  is  apt  to  wear  out  at  last^ 

And  Dayid  Pryce  in  temper  was  quick, 

So  he  fttretch*d  out  his  hand,  and  caught  hold  of  a  stick 

Perhaps  in  its  use  he  might  mean  to  be  lenient^ 

But  walking  just  then  wasn't  very  convenient^ 

So  he  threw  it,  instead, 

IMrect  at  her  head  ; 

It  knock'd  off  her  hat; 

Down  she  fell  flat; 
Her  case,  perhaps,  was  not  much  mended  by  that 
But  whaterer  it  was, — whether  rage  and  pain 
Produced  apoplexy,  or  burst  a  vein, 
Or  her  tumble  induced  a  concuseion  of  brain, 
I  can't  say  for  certain, — ^but  (his  I  can, 
When,  sobered  by  fright,  to  assist  her  ho  ran, 
Mn.  Winifred  Pryce  was  as  dead  as  Queen  Anne 
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The  fearful  catastrophe 

Named  in  my  last  strophe 
As  acding  to  grim  Death's  exploits  such  a  vast  trophj, 
Made  a  great  noise ;  and  the  shocking  fatality 
Ran  over,  like  wild-fire,  the  whole  Principality. 
And  then  came  Mr.  Ap  Thomas,  the  Coroner, 
With  his  jury  to  sit,  some  dozen  or  more,  on  her. 

Mr.  Pryce  to  commence 

His  "  ing«»niou9  defence," 
Made  a  "  powerful  ap])eal  "  to  the  jury's  "  good  ■ense.'' 

"The  world  he  must  defy 

Even  to  justify 
Any  presumption  of  'Malice  Prepense ;'  "— 

The  unlucky  lick 

From  the  end  of  his  stick 
He  "deplored," — he  was  "apt  to  he  rather  too  quick  *— 

But,  really,  her  prating 

Was  so  airi^ravftliiii^ : 
Some  trifling  correction  was  just  what  he  meant  ;^-Aii 
Tlie  rest^  he  assured  them,  was  "  quite  accidental  I  * 

Tlien  he  calls  Mr.  Jones, 
Who  depones  to  her  tones, 

And  her  gestures,  and  hints  about  "  breaking  his  boueti* 

While  Mr.  Ap  Morgan  and  Mr.  Ap  Rhys 
Declared  the  Deceased 
Had  styled  him  "  a  Boast," 

And  swear  they  had  witncjw'J,  with  grief  and  surprise 

The  allusions  she  made  to  his  limbs  and  his  eyea. 

Tlie  jury,  in  fine,  having  sat  on  the  body 

The  whole  day,  diseu.-<s>ing  the  case,  and  gin  toddy, 

Keturn'd  about  half-past  eleven  at  night 

The  following  verdict^  "  We  find,  Sarve  her  right  /" 

Mr.  Pryce,  Mrs.  Winifred  Pryce  being  dead. 
Felt  lonely,  and  moped  ;  and  one  evening  he  said 
He  would  marry  Miss  Davis  at  once  in  her  stead. 
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Not  far  from  his  dwelling. 

From  the  Tale  proudly  swelliog, 
Rom  a  mountain  ;  its  name  you'll  excuse  me  from  tellinft 
For  the  vowels  made  use  of  in  Welsh  are  so  few 
That  the  A  and  Uie  E,  the  I,  O,  and  the  U, 
Have  really  but  little  or  nothing  to  do ; 
And  the  duty,  of  course,  falls  the  heavier  by  far 
Oa  the  I^  and  the  II,  and  the  N,  and  the  R. 

Its  first  syllable  "Pen," 

Is  pronounceable  ; — ^then 
Come  two  L  La,  and  two  II  lis,  two  F  Fs,  and  an  N; 
About  half  a  score  Rs,  and  some  Ws  follow. 
Beating  all  my  best  efforts  at  euphony  hollow: 
But  we  shan't  have  to  mention  it  often,  so  when 
We  do,  with  your  leave,  we'll  curtail  it  to  "Pkn." 

Well — ^t,he  moon  shone  bright 

Upon  "Pen  "  that  nighty 
When  Pryce,  being  quit  of  his  fuss  and  his  fright 

Was  scaling  its  side 

With  that  sort  of  a  stride 
A  man  puts  on  when  walking  in  search  of  a  bride, 

Mounting  higher  and  higher. 

He  began  to  perspire, 
Till,  finding  his  legs  were  beginning  to  tire. 

And  feeling  opprest 

By  a  pain  in  his  chesty 
He  paus'd,  and  turn'd  round  to  take  breath,  and  to  reit 
A  walk  all  up  hill  is  apt,  we  know. 
To  make  one,  however  robust,  puff  and  blow. 
So  he  stopp'd  and  look'd  down  on  the  valley  below. 

(fer  fell,  and  o'er  fen, 

Over  mountain  and  glen, 
All  bright  in  the  moonshine,  his  eye  roved,  and  then 
All  the  Patriot  rose  in  his  soul,  and  he  thought 
Vpon  Walea^  and  her  glories,  and  all  he  'd  been  taught 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


66  PATTir   MOBOAK   THE   MILKMAID'b   6T0RT. 

Of  her  Heroes  of  old. 

So  braye  and  so  bold, — 
Of  her  Bards  with  long  beardti^  and  barpe  mounted  ia  gold ; 

Of  King  Edward  the  Firsts 

Of  memory  accarst ; 
And  the  scandalous  manner  in  which  he  behaved, 

Killing  Poets  hj  dozens 

With  their  mides  and  cousins^ 
Of  whom  not  one  in  fifty  had  ever  been  shaved.— 
Of  the  Court  Ball,  at  which  by  a  lucky  mishap^ 
Owen  Tudor  fell  into  Queen  Katherine*s  lap ; 

And  how  Mr.  Tudor 

Successfully  woo'd  her, 
Till  the  Dowager  put  on  a  new  wedding  ring^ 
And  so  made  him  Father-in-law  to  the  King. 


He  thought  upon  Arthur,  and  Merlin  of  yore^ 

On  Gryffith  ap  Conan,  and  Owen  Glendour ; 

On  Pendragon,  and  Heaven  knows  how  many  moreu 

He  thought  of  all  this^  as  he  gazed,  in  a  trice, 

And  on  all  things^  in  sliort,  but  the  late  Mi*6.  Pryce ; 

When  a  lumbering  noise  from  behind  made  him  star^ 

And  Rent  the  blood  back  in  full  tide  to  his  heart 

Which  went  pit-a-pat 

As  he  cried  out  "What's  that!" 

That  very  queer  sound  ? 

Does  it  come  from  the  ground  f 
Or  the  air, — from  above, — or  below,— or  around  f— 

It  is  not  like  Talking, 

It  Lb  not  like  Walking, 
H  *s  not  like  the  clattering  of  pot  or  of  pan. 
Or  the  tramp  of  a  horse, — or  the  tread  of  a  man,— 
Or  the  hum  of  a  crowd,— or  the  shouting  of  boys>— 
It  *s  really  a  deuced  odd  sort  of  noise  I 
Kot  unlike  a  cart's, — but  tliat  can*t  be ;  for  when 
Could  "  all  the  King's  horses  and  all  the  King's  men,* 
With  Old  Niok  for  a  waggoner,  drive  one  up  "  Pen  T 
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Pryce,  UTOally  brimful  of  valour  when  drunk, 

Now  experienced  what  schoolboys  denominate  **  funk." 

In  Tain  he  look'd  back 

On  the  whole  of  the  track 
He  had  trayersed ;  a  thick  cloud,  uncommonly  black, 
At  this  moment  obscured  the  broad  dUc  of  the  moon. 
And  did  not  seem  likely  to  pass  away  soon ; 

While  clearer  and  clearer, 

Twas  plain  to  the  hearer, 
Be  the  noise  what  it  might,  it  drew  nearer  and  nearer. 
And  sounded,  as  Pryce  to  this  moment  declare^ 
Very  much  "like  a  Coffin  a- walking  up  staira" 

Mr.  Pryce  had  begun 

To  "  make  up"  for  a  run. 
As  in  such  a  companion  he  saw  no  great  fiin. 

When  a  single  bright  ray 

Shone  out  on  the  way 
He  had  passed,  and  he  saw,  with  no  little  dismay. 
Coming  after  him,  bounding  o'er  crag  and  o'er  rock, 
The  deceased  Mrs.  Winifred's  "  Grandmother's  Clock !  I" 
"Twas  so  I — ^it  had  certainly  moved  from  its  place, 
And  come,  lumbering  on  thus,  to  bold  him  in  chase ; 
Twas  tlie  very  same  Head,  and  the  very  same  Case, 
And  nothing  was  altered  at  aU — but  the  Face  1 
In  that  he  perceived,  with  no  little  surprise^ 
The  two  little  winder-holes  turned  into  eyea 

Blazing  with  ire. 

Like  two  coals  of  fire  ; 
And  the  "Name  of  the  Maker"  was  changed  to  a  Lip^ 
And  the  Hands  to  a  Nose  with  a  very  red  tip. 
No ! — ^he  could  not  mistake  it, — ^"twas  Sm  to  the  life  I 
The  identical  face  of  his  poor  defunct  Wife  I 

One  glance  was  enough. 

Completely  "  Quant  Suff." 
As  the  doctors  write  down  when  they  send  you  their  "stuff,''-^ 
like  a  Weather-cock  whirled  by  a  vehement  pufl^ 
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David  turned  himself  round : 
Ten  feet  of  ground 
He  clear'd,  in  his  starts  at  tJie  very  first  bound  I 

I  Ve  seen  people  run  at  West-End  Fair  for  cheese*^ 

I  've  seen  Ladies  run  at  Bow  Fair  for  chemises  — 

At  Greeuwifh  Fair  twenty  men  run  for  a  hat» 

And  one  from  a  liailiff  much  faster  than  that — 

At  foot-ball  I  've  seen  lads  run  after  the  bladder— 

1  've  seen  Irish  Bricklayers  run  up  a  ladder— 

I  've  seen  little  boys  run  away  from  a  cane — 

And  I  've  seen  (that  is,  read  of)  good  running  in  Spain  ,♦ 

But  I  never  did  read 

Of,  or  witness*  such  speed 
As  David  exerted  that  evening — Indeed 
All  I  ever  have  heard  of  boys,  women,  or  men. 
Falls  far  short  of  Pryee,  as  he  ran  over  **  Pjcn  I  ** 

lie  now  reaches  its  brow, — 

He  has  past  it, — and  now 
Having  once  gained  the  summit,  and  managed  to  cross  it»  1m 
Rolls  down  the  side  with  uncommon  velocity  ; 

But^  run  as  he  will, 

Or  roll  down  the  hill, 
Tliat  bugbear  behind  him  is  after  him  still  I 
And  close  at  his  heels,  not  at  all  to  his  liking, 
Tlie  terrible  clock  keeps  on  ticking  and  striking, 

Till,  exhausted  and  sore. 

He  can't  run  any  more. 
But  falls  as  he  reaches  Miss  Davis's  door, 
And  screams  when  they  rush  out,  alarm'd  at  his  knock, 
"  Oh  1  Look  at  the  Clock  !— Do !— Look  at  the  Clock  1 1  * 

Miss  Davis  look'd  up,  Miss  Davis  look'd  down, 
8hc  saw  nothing  there  to  alarm  her ; — a  frown 

*  I-ruD«  11  a  town  said  to  have  l>cen  sm  named  frum  sometlxinf  of  Ull 
•orU 
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Came  o'er  her  white  forehead, 

She  said,  "It  was  horrid 
A  man  ahoald  come  knocking  at  that  time  of  night, 
And  ffLYti  her  Mamma  and  herself  such  a  fright ; — 

To  squall  and  to  bawl 

About  nothing  at  all  1" — 
She  begged  "he'd  not  think  of  repeating  hi?  call, 

His  late  wife's  disaster 

By  no  means  had  past  her," 
She  'd  "have  him  to  know  she  was  meat  for  his  Master!'* 
Hien  regardless  alike  of  his  love  and  his  woes, 
She  torn'd  on  her  heel  and  she  turned  up  her  nose^ 

Poor  David  in  vain 

Implored  to  remain, 
He  "dared  not,"  he  said,  "cross  the  mountain  again." 

Why  the  fair  was  obdurate 

None  knows, — ^to  be  sure,  it 
Was  said  she  was  setting  her  cap  at  (he  Curate ; — 
Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  the  sole  hole 
Pryce  found  to  creep  into  that  night  was  the  Coal-hole  I 

In  that  shady  retreat 

With  nothing  to  eat, 
And  with  very  bruised  limbs,  and  with  very  sore  fei^t, 

All  night  close  he  kept ; 

I  can't  say  he  slept ; 
But  he  eigh'd,  and  he  sobb'd,  and  he  groan  d,  an  J  he  wept 

Lamenting  his  sins, 

And  his  two  broken  shin?. 
Bewailing  his  fate  with  contortions  and  grins, 
And  her  he  once  thought  a  complete  Jiara  AifT\ 
Consigning  to  Satan, — viz.  cruel  Miss  Davis! 

Mr.  Darid  has  since  had  a  "  serious  call," 
He  neyer  drinks  ale,  wine,  or  spirits  at  all, 
And  they  say  he  is  going  to  Exetor  Ilall 

To  make  a  grand  speech. 

And  to  preach  and  to  teach 
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People  that  *'  thej  can't  brew  their  malt  liquor  too  small  1" 
That  an.  ancient  Welsh  Poet^  one  Pi'ndar  ap  Tudob, 
Was  right  in  proclaiming  "Aiubton  hen  UdobI*' 

Which  means  **The  pure  Element 

Is  for  Man's  belly  meant  I" 
And  that  Oin  'a  but  a  Snare  of  Old  Nick  the  deluder  t 

And  "  still  on  each  evening  when  pleasure  fills  up," 
At  the  old  Goat-in-BooiB^  with  Metheglin,  each  cup^ 

Mr.  Pryce,  if  he  's  there. 

Will  get  into  "The  Chair," 
And  make  all  his  quondam  associates  stare 
liy  calling  aloud  to  the  Landlady's  daughter, 
*'  Patty,  bring  a  cigar,  and  a  glass  of  Spring  Water  V 
The  dial  he  constantly  watches ;  and  when 
The  long  hand  's  at  the  *'XII,"  and  the  short  at  the  **  X," 

He  gets  on  his  legs, 

Drains  his  glass  to  the  dregs^ 
Takes  his  hat  and  great-coat  off  their  several  pega^ 
With  his  President's  hammer  bestows  his  last  knock, 
And  says  solemnly — "  Gentlemen  1 

"Look  at  the  Clock  !  1 !" 


The  succeeding  Legend  has  long  been  an  established 
favourite  with  all  of  us,  as  containing  much  of  the 
personal  history  of  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of 
the  family  tree. 

To  the  wedding  between  the  sole  heiress  of  this 
redoubted  hero  and  a  direct  ancestor  is  it  owing  that 
the  Lioncels  of  Shurland  hang  so  lovingly  parallel  with 
the  Saltire  of  the  Ingoldsbys,  and  now  form  as  cherished 
a  quartering  in  their  escutcheon  as  the  "  dozen  white 
lowses  "  in  the  "  old  coat  **  of  Shallow. 
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"  He  won*t — won't  he  f  Then  bring  me  my  boots  !*• 
■aid  thu  Baron. 

Consternation  was  at  its  height  in  the  castle  of  Shuiv 
land — ^a  caitiff  had  dared  to  disobey  the  Baron  I  and — 
the  Baron  had  called  for  his  boots  1 

A  thunderbolt  in  the  great  hall  had  been  a  bagatelle 
to  it 

A  few  days  before,  a  notable  miracle  had  been 
wrought  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  in  those  times 
miracles  were  not  bo  common  as  they  are  now; — no 
royal  baHoona,  no  steam,  no  railroads, — while  the  few 
Baints  who  took  the  trouble  to  walk  with  their  heads 
under  their  arms,  or  to  pull  the  Devil  by  the  nose, 
srarcely  appeared  above  once  in  a  century ;  so  the  affair 
made  the  greater  sensation. 

The  clock  had  done  striking  twelve,  and  the  Clerk  of 
Chatham  was  untrussing  his  points  preparatory  to  seek- 
ing his  truckle-bed ;  a  half-emptied  tankard  of  mild  ale 
stood  at  his  elbow,  the  roasted  crab  yet  floating  on  its 
surface.  Midnight  had  surpn's^l  the  worthy  function 
ary  while  occupied  in  discussing  it,  and  with  his  task 
yet  unaccomplished.   He  meditated  a  mighty  draft:  one 
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hand  was  fumbling  with  his  tags,  while  the  other  waa 
extended  in  the  act  of  grasping  the  jorum,  when  a  knock 
on  the  portal,  solemn  and  sonorous,  arrested  his  fingers. 
It  was  repeated  thrice  ere  Emmanuel  Saddleton  had 
presence  of  mind  sufficient  to  inquii'O  who  sought  adrait- 
tance  at  that  untimeous  hour. 

"  Open  1  open !  good  Clerk  of  St.  Bridget's,"  said  a 
female  voice,  small,  yet  distinct  aud  sweet, — an  excel- 
lent thing  in  woman. 

The  Clerk  arose,  crossed  to  the  doorway,  and  undid 
the  latchet 

On  the  threshold  stood  a  Lady  of  surpassing  beauty : 
her  robes  were  rich,  and  large,  and  full ;  and  a  diadem, 
sparkling  with  gems  that  shed  a  halo  around,  crowned 
her  brow  :  she  beckoned  the  Clerk  as  he  stood  in  asto- 
nishment before  her. 

"  Emmanuel ! "  said  tlie  Lady ;  and  her  tones  sounded 
like  those  of  a  silver  flute.  "  Emmanuel  Saddleton,  truss 
up  your  points,  and  follow  me  1 " 

The  worthy  Clerk  stared  aghast  at  the  vision ;  the 
Durple  robe,  the  cymar,  the  coronet, — above  all,  the 
smile;  no,  there  was  no  mistaking  her; — it  was  the 
blessed  St  Bridget  herself! 

And  what  could  have  brought  the  sainted  lady  out 
of  her  warm  shrine  at  such  a  time  of  night?  and  on 
such  a  night?  for  it  was  as  dark  as  pitch,  and,  meta- 
phorically speaking,  "  rained  cats  and  dogs." 

Emmanuel  could  not  speak,  so  he  looked  the  ques- 
tion. 

"  No  matter  for  that,"  said  the  Saint,  answering  to  his 
thought  **  No  matter  for  that,  Emmanuel  Saddleton  ; 
only  follow  me,  and  you'll  see  I " 
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The  Clerk  turned  a  wistful  eye  at  the  comer-cup- 
board. 

^  Oh  !  never  mind  the  lantern,  Emmanuel :  you'll  not 
want  it :  but  you  may  bring  a  mattock  and  a  shovel." 
As  she  spoke,  the  beautiful  apparition  held  up  her  deli* 
cate  hand.  From  the  tip  of  each  of  her  long  taper 
fingers  issued  a  lambent  flame  of  such  surpassing  bril- 
liancy as  would  have  plunged  a  whole  gas  company 
into  despair — it  was  a  "  Hand  of  Glory,"  *  such  a  one 
as  tradition  tells  us  yet  burns  in  Rochester  Castle  ever} 
St  Mark's  Eve.  Many  are  the  daring  individual.*  whc 
have  watched  in  Gundulph's  Tower,  hoping  to  find  it, 
and  the  treasure  ic  guards ; — but  none  of  them  ever  did. 

^  This  way,  Emmanuel ! "  and  a  flame  of  peculiar 
radiance  streamed  from  her  little  finger  as  it  pointed  to 
the  pathway  leading  to  the  churchyard. 

Saddleton  shouldered  his  tools,  and  followed  in 
silence. 

The  cemetery  of  St.  Bridget's  was  some  half-mile 
distant  from  the  Clerk's  domicile,  and  adjoined  a  chapel 
dedicated  to  that  illustrious  lady,  who,  after  leading 
but  a  so-so  life,  had  died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity.  Em- 
manuel Saddleton  was  fat  and  scant  of  breath,  the 
mattock  was  heavy,  and  the  Saint  walked  too  fast  for 
him :  he  paused  to  take  a  second  wind  at  the  end  of 
tlie  first  farlong. 

"  Emmanuel,"  said  the  holy  lady,  good-humouredly, 
for  she  heard  him  puffing ;  *'  rest  awhile,  Emmanuel, 
and  I'll  tell  you  what  I  want  with  you." 

*  One  of  the  uses  to  which  this  mystic  chandcUer  was  put,  was  the  pro- 
teetion  of  secret  ireaeure.  Blow  out  all  the  fingers  at  one  puff  and  you  had 
«ba  monej. 

PIRAT   8ERTK8.  4 
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Her  auditor  wiped  his  brow  with  the  back  of  his 
hand,  and  looked  all  attention  and  obedience. 

"Emmanuel,"  continued  she,  "  what  did  you  and 
Father  Fothergill,  and  the  rest  of  you,  mean  yesterday 
by  burying  that  drowned  man  so  close  to  me?  He 
died  in  mortal  sin,  Emmanuel;  no  shrift,  no  unction, 
no  absolution :  why,  he  might  as  well  have  been  excom- 
municated. He  plagues  me  with  hia  grinning,  and  I 
can't  have  any  peace  in  my  shrine.  You  must  howk 
him  up  again,  Emmanuel." 

"  To  be  sure,  madam, — my  lady, — that  is,  your  holi- 
ness," stammered  Saddleton,  trembling  at  the  thought 
of  the  task  assigned  him.  "  To  be  sure,  your  ladyship ; 
only — that  is — " 

"  Emmanuel,"  said  the  Saint,  "  you'll  do  my  bidding ; 
or  it  would  be  better  you  had  I  "  and  her  eye  changed 
from  a  dove's  eye  to  that  of  a  hawk,  and  a  flash  came 
from  it  as  bright  as  the  one  from  her  little  finger.  The 
Clerk  shook  in  his  shoes ;  and,  again  dashing  the  cold 
perspiration  from  his  brow,  followed  the  footsteps  of  his 
mysterious  guide. 

*  ft  *  4t  * 

The  next  morning  all  Chatham  was  in  an  uproar. 
The  Clerk  of  Su  Bridget's  had  found  himself  at  home 
at  daybreak,  seated  in  his  own  arm-chair,  the  fire  out, 
and — the  tankard  of  ale  out  too  !  Who  had  drunk  it  ? 
— where  had  he  been  ? — ^how  had  he  got  home  ? — all 
was  a  mystery  ! — ^he  remembered  "  a  mass  of  things,  bu* 
nothing  distinctly."  All  was  fog  and  fantasy.  What 
he  could  clearly  recollect  was,  that  he  had  dug  up  the 
Grinning  Sailor,  and  that  the  Saint  had  helped  to  throw 
liim  into  the  river  acrain.     All  was  thenceforth  wondp^ 
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mtnt  and  devotion.  Masses  were  sung,  tapers  wore  kin 
died,  bells  were  tolled ;  the  monks  of  St  Romauld  had  a 
Kolemn  procession,  the  abbot  at  their  head,  the  sacristan 
at  their  tail,  and  the  holy  breeches  of  St.  Thomas  a 
Beckel  in  the  centre ; — Father  Fothergill  brewed  a 
XXX  puncheon  of  holy-water.  The  Rood  of  Gilling- 
ham  was  deserted ;  the  chapel  of  Rainham  forsaken ; 
every  one  who  had  a  soul  to  be  saved,  flocked  with  his 
offering  to  St  Bridget's  shrine,  and  Emmanuel  Saddle- 
ton  gathered  more  fees  from  the  promiscuous  piety  of 
that  one  week  than  he  had  pocketed  during  the  twelve 
preceding  months. 

Meanwhile  the  corpse  of  the  ejected  reprobate  oscil- 
lated like  a  pendulum  between  Sheemess  and  Gilling- 
ham  Reach.  Now  borne  by  the  Medway  into  the 
Western  Swale, — now  carried  by  the  refluent  tide  back 
U>  the  vicinity  of  its  old  quartei-s, — it  seemed  as  though 
the  River  god  and  Neptune  were  amusing  themselves 
with  a  game  of  subaqueous  battledore,  and  had  chosen 
this  unfortunate  carcass  as  a  marine  shuttlecock.  For 
some  time  the  alternation  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit 
till  Boreas,  interfering  in  the  shape  of  a  stiffish  "  Nor'- 
wester,"  drifted  the  bone  (and  flesh)  of  contention 
&shore  on  the  Shurland  domain,  where  it  lay  in  all  the 
majesty  of  mud.  It  was  soon  discovered  by  the  retain- 
ers, and  dragged  from  its  oozy  bed,  grinning  worse  than 
ever.  Tidings  of  the  god-send  were  of  course  carried 
instantly  to  the  castle ;  for  the  Baron  was  a  very  great 
man ;  and  if  a  dim  cow  had  flown  across  his  property 
unannounced  by  the  warder,  the  Baron  would  have 
kicked  him,  the  said  warder,  from  the  topmost  battle- 
toent  into  the  bottommost  diU*h, — a  descent  of  peril, 
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and  one  which  ^*  Ludwig  the  leaper,"  or  the  illustrioua 
Trenck  himself,  might  well  have  shrunk  from  enooun- 
lering. 

**  A.n't  please  your  lordship — ^"  said  Peter  Periwinkle. 

*^  No,  villain !  it  does  not  please  me !"  roared  the  Baron. 

Sis  lordship  was  deeply  engaged  with  a  peck  of 
Feversham  oysters, — he  doated  on  shellfish,  hated  inter- 
ruption at  meals,  and  had  not  yet  despatched  more  tlian 
twenty  dozen  of  the  "  natives." 

"There's  a  body,  my  lord,  washed  ashore  in  the 
lower  creek,"  said  the  Seneschal. 

The  Baron  was  going  to  throw  the  shells  at  his  head ; 
but  paused  in  the  act,  and  said  with  much  dignity, — 

"Turn  out  the  fellow's  pockets  1" 

But  the  defunct  had  before  been  subjected  to  the 
double  scrutiny  of  Father  Fothergill,  and  the  Clerk  of 
St  Bridget's.  It  was  ill  gleaning  after  such  hands; 
there  was  not  a  single  maravedi. 

We  have  already  said  that  Sir  Robert  de  Shurland, 
Lord  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey,  and  of  many  a  fair  manor 
on  the  main-land,  was  a  man  of  worship.  He  had 
rights  of  free  warren,  saccage  and  sockage,  cuisage  and 
jambage,  fosse  and  fork,  infang  theofe  and  outfang 
theofe :  and  all  wai&  and  strays  belonged  to  him  in  fee 
simple. 

"  Turn  out  his  pockets ! "  said  the  Knight 

"An't  please  you,  my  lord,  I  must  say  as  how  they 
was  turned  out  afore,  and  the  devil  a  rap's  left" 

"  Then  bury  the  blackguard  1 " 

'*  Please  your  lordship,  he  has  been  buried  once." 

'*  Then  bury  him  again,  and  be !"     Tlie  BarOD 

bestowed  a  benediction. 
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The  Seneschal  bowed  low  as  he  left  the  room,  and  the 
Baron  went  on  with  his  oysters. 

Scarcely  ten  dozen  more  had  vanished  when  Peri- 
winkle reappeared. 

"An't  please  you,  my  lord,  Father  Fothergill  says  as 
how  that  it's  the  Grinning  Sailor,  and  he  won't  bury 
him  anyhow." 

"  Oh  1  he  won't — won't  he  ? "  said  the  Baron.  Can 
it  be  wondered  at  that  he  called  for  his  boots ! 

Sir  Robert  Shurland,  Lord  of  Shurland  and  Minster, 
Baron  of  Sheppey  in  comitatu  Kent,  was,  as  has  been 
before  hinted,  a  very  great  man.  He  was  also  a  very 
little  man ;  that  is,  he  was  relatively  great,  and  rela- 
tively little, — or  physically  little,  and  metaphorically 
great, — like  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  the  late  Mr.  Bona- 
parte. To  the  frame  of  a  dwarf  he  united  the  soul  of 
a  giant,  and  the  valour  of  a  gamecock.  Then,  for  so 
small  a  man,  his  strength  was  prodigious ;  his  fist  would 
fell  an  ox,  and  his  kick — oh !  his  kick  was  tremendous, 
and,  when  he  had  his  boots  on,  would, — ^to  use  an 
expression  of  his  own,  which  he  had  picked  up  in  the 
holy  wars, — ^would  "send  a  man  from  Jericho  to  June.** 
He  was  bull-necked  and  bandy-legged ;  his  chest  was 
broad  and  deep,  his  head  large  and  uncommonly  thick, 
his  eyes  a  little  blood-shot,  and  his  nose  retrousse  with 
a  remarkably  red  tip.  Strictly  speaking,  the  Baron 
could  not  be  called  handsome:  but  his  tout  ensemble 
was  singularly  impressive :  and  when  he  called  for  his 
boots,  everybody  trembled  and  dreaded  the  woist 

**  Periwinkle,"  said  the  Baron,  as  he  encased  his  better 
j^,  "let  the  grave  be  twenty  feet  deep!" 

"  Your  lordship's  command  is  law." 
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"  And,  Periwinkle," — Sir  Robert  stamped  liis  left  heel 
into  its  receptacle, — "and,  Periwinkle,  see  that  it  be 
wide  enough  to  hold  not  exceeding  two ! " 

"  Ye — ye — yes,  my  lord." 

"And,  Periwinkle,  tell  Father  Fothergill  I  would  fain 
speak  with  his  Reverence." 

"  Ye — ye — yes,  my  lord." 

The  Baron^s  beard  was  peaked ;  and  his  mustaches, 
stiff  and  stumpy,  projected  horizontally  like  those  of  a 
Tom  Cat ;  he  twirled  the  one,  he  stroked  the  other,  he 
drew  the  buckle  of  his  surcingle  a  thought  tighter,  and 
strode  down  the  great  staircase  three  steps  at  a  stride. 

The  vassals  were  assembled  in  the  great  hall  of  Shur- 
land  Castle ;  every  cheek  was  pale,  every  tongue  was 
mute :  expectation  and  perplexity  v/ere  visible  on  every 
brow.  What  would  his  lordship  do  ? — Were  the  recu- 
sant anybody  else,  gyves  to  the  heels  and  hemp  to  the 
throat  were  but  too  good  for  him  : — but  it  was  Father 
Fothergill  who  had  said  "  I  won't ; "  and  though  the 
Baron  was  a  very  great  man,  the  Pope  was  a  greater, 
and  the  pope  was  Father  Fothergill's  great  friend — ^some 
people  said  he  was  his  uncle. 

Father  Fothergill  was  busy  in  the  refectory  trying 
conclusions  with  a  venison  pasty,  when  he  received  the 
summons  of  his  patron  to  attend  him  in  the  chapel 
cemetery.  Of  course  he  lost  no  time  in  obeying  it,  for 
obedience  was  the  general  rule  in  Shurland  Castle.  If 
any  body  ever  said  "  I  won't,"  it  was  the  exception  ; 
and,  like  all  other  exceptions,  only  proved  the  rule  the 
stronger.  The  Father  was  a  friar  of  the  Augustine  per- 
suasion ;  a  brotherhood  which,  having  been  planted  in 
Kent  some  few  centuries  earlier,  had  taken  very  kindly 
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to  the  soil,  and  overspread  the  county  much  as  hops  did 
some  few  centuries  later.  He  was  plump  and  portly,  a 
little  thick-winded,  especially  after  dinner, — stood  five 
feet  four  in  his  sandals,  and  weighed  hard  upon 
eighteen  stone.  He  was  moreover  a  personage  of 
singular  piety ;  and  the  iron  girdle  which,  he  said,  he 
wore  under  his  cassock  to  mortify  withal,  might  have 
been  well  mistaken  for  the  tire  of  a  cart-wheel. — When 
he  arrived.  Sir  Robert  was  pacing  up  and  down  by  the 
side  of  a  newly  opened  grave. 

"  Benediciie  /  fair  son," — (the  Baron  was  as  brown  as 
a  cigar,) — "  Benediciie  /  "  said  the  Chaplain. 

The  Baron  was  too  angry  to  stand  upon  compliment 
— "  Bury  mo  that  grinning  caitiff  there ! "  quoth  he, 
pointing  to  the  defunct 

"  It  may  not  be,  fair  son,"  said  the  Friar ;  "  he  haCh 
perished  without  absolution." 

"  Bury  the  body !  "  roared  Sir  Robert. 

"Water  and  earth  alike  reject  him,"  returned  the 
Chaplain  ;  "  holy  St  Bridget  herself " 

"  Bridget  me  no  Bridgets ! — do  me  thine  office 
quickly,  Sir  Shaveling;  or,  by  the  Piper  that  played 

before  Moses ! ^"    The  oatli  was  a  fearful  one ;  and 

whenever  the  Baron  swore  to  do  mischief,  he  was  never 
known  to  peijure  himself.  He  was  playing  with  the 
hilt  of  his  sword. — "  Do  me  thine  office,  I  say.  Give 
him  his  passport  to  Heaven ! " 

**  He  is  already  gone  to  hell  1 "  stammered  the  Friar. 

"  Then  do  you  go  after  him  1 "  thundered  the  Lord 
of  Shurland. 

His  sword  half  leaped  from  its  scabbard.  No  ! — the 
trenchant  blade,  that  had  cut  Suleiman  Ben  Malek  Beo 
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Buckskin  from  helmet  to  chine,  disdained  to  daub  itself 
with  the  cerebellum  of  a  miserable  monk ; — it  leaped 
back  again ; — and  as  the  Chaplain,  scared  at  its  flash, 
turned  him  in  terror,  the  Baron  gave  him  a  kick  ! — one 
kick ! — it  was  but  one  I — but  such  a  one !  Despite  its 
obesity,  up  flew  his  holy  body  in  an  angle  of  forty- 
five  degrees ;  then,  having  reached  its  highest  point  ol 
elevation,  sunk  headlong  into  the  open  grave  that 
yawned  to  receive  it.  If  the  reverend  gentleman  hart 
possessed  such  a  thing  as  a  neck,  he  had  infallibly 
broken  it ;  as  he  did  not,  he  only  dislocated  his  verte- 
brae,— but  that  did  quite  as  well.  He  was  as  dead  as 
ditch-water  1 

"  In  with  the  other  rascal ! "  said  the  Baron, — and 
he  was  obeyed ;  for  there  he  stood  in  his  boots.  Mat- 
tock and  shovel  made  short  work  of  it ;  twenty  feet  of 
superincumbent  mould  pressed  down  alike  the  saint  and 
the  sinner.  "  Now  sing  a  requiem  who  list ! "  said  the 
Baron,  and  his  lordship  went  back  to  his  oysters. 

The  vassals  at  Castle  Shurland  were  astounded,  or,  as 
the  Seneschal  Hugh  better  expressed  it,  "  perfectly  con- 
glomerated," by  this  event.  What !  murder  a  monk  in 
the  odour  of  sanctity, — and  on  consecrated  ground  too  I 
— ^They  trembled  for  the  health  of  the  Baron's  soul. 
To  the  unsophisticated  many  it  seemed  that  matters 
could  not  have  been  much  worse  had  he  shot  a  bishop's 
coach-horse; — all  looked  for  some  signal  judgment. 
The  melancholy  catastrophe  of  their  neighbours  at  Can- 
terbury was  yet  rife  in  their  memories :  not  two  centuries 
had  elapsed  since  those  miserable  sinners  had  cut  off  the 
tail  of  the  blessed  St.  Thomas's  mule.  The  tail  of  the 
mule,  it  was  well  known,  had  been  forthwith  affixed  to 
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:Jiat  of  the  mayor ;  and  rumour  said  it  had  since  been 
hereditary  in  the  corporation.  The  least  Uiat  could  be 
expected  was,  that  Sir  Robert  should  have  a  friar  tacked 
on  to  his  for  the  term  of  his  natural  life !  Some  bolder 
spirits  there  were,  'tis  true,  who  viewed  the  matter  in 
various  lights,  according  to  their  dkferent  temperaments 
and  dispositions ;  for  perfect  unanimity  existed  not  even 
in  the  good  old  times.  The  verderer,  roistering  Rob 
Roebuck,  swore  roundly  "  Twere  as  good  a  deed  as  eat 
to  kick  down  the  chapel  as  well  as  the  monk." — Hob 
had  stood  there  in  a  white  sheet  for  kissing  Giles  Miller's 
daughter.  On  the  other  hand,  Simpkin  Agnew,  the 
bell-ringer,  doubted  if  the  devil's  cellar,  which  runs 
under  the  bottomless  abyss,  were  quite  deep  enough  for 
the  deh'nquent,  and  speculated  on  the  probability  of  a 
hole  being  dug  in  it  for  his  especial  accommodation. 
Tiie  philosophers  and  economists  thought,  with  Saunders 
McBuIlock,  the  Baron's  bagpiper,  that  "  a  feckless  monk 
more  or  less  was  nae  great  subject  for  a  clamjamphry," 
especially  as  "the  supply  considerably  exceeded  the 
demand  ;"  while  Malthouse,  the  tapster,  was  arguing  to 
Dame  Martin  that  a  murder  now  and  then  was  a  season- 
able check  to  population,  without  which  the  Isle  of 
Shcppey  would  in  time  be  devoured,  like  a  mouldy 
cheese,  by  inhabitants  of  its  own  producing. — Mean- 
while, the  Baron  ate  his  oysters  and  thought  no  more 
of  the  matter. 

But  this  tranquillity  of  his  lordship  was  not  to  last 
A  couple  of  Saints  had  been  seriously  offended  ;  and  we 
have  all  of  us  read  at  school  that  celestial  minds  are  by 
no  means  insensible  to  the  provocations  of  anger. 
There  were  those  who  expected  that  St  Bridget  would 
4* 
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come  in  person,  and  have  the  friar  up  again,  a6  she  dia 
the  sailor ;  but  perhaps  her  ladyship  did  not  care  to 
trust  herself  within  the  walls  of  Shurlaud  Castle.  To 
say  the  truth,  it  was  scarcely  a  decent  liouse  for  a  female 
Saint  to  be  seen  in.  The  Baron^s  gallantries,  since  lie 
became  a  widower,  had  been  but  too  notorious;  and 
her  own  reputation  was  a  little  blown  upon  in  the  earlier 
days  of  her  earthly  pilgrimage  :  then  things  were  so  apt 
to  be  misrepresented  :  in  short,  she  would  leave  the 
whole  affair  to  St.  Austin,  who,  being  a  gentleman, 
could  interfere  with  propriety,  avenge  her  affront  as 
well  as  his  own,  and  leave  no  loop-hole  for  scandal.  St. 
Austin  himself  seems  to  have  had  his  scruples,  though 
their  precise  nature  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine, 
for  it  were  idle  to  suppose  him  at  all  afraid  of  iho 
Baron^s  boots.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  mode  which  he 
adopted  was  at  once  prudent  and  efficacious.  As  an 
ecclesiastic,  he  could  not  well  call  the  Baron  out, — had 
his  boots  been  out  of  the  question  ; — so  he  resolved  to 
have  recourse  to  the  law.  Instead  of  Shurland  Castle, 
therefore,  he  repaired  forthwith  to  his  own  magnificent 
monastery,  situate  just  without  tlie  walls  of  Canterbury, 
and  presented  himself  in  a  vision  to  its  abbot.  No  one 
who  has  ever  visited  that  ancient  city,  can  fail  to  recol- 
lect the  splendid  gateway  which  terminates  the  vista  of 
St,  Paul's  street,  and  stands  there  yet  in  all  its  pristine 
beauty.  The  tiny  train  of  miniature  artillery  which  now 
adorns  its  battlements  is,  it  is  true,  an  ornament  of  a 
later  date  ;  and  is  said  to  have  been  added  some  centu- 
ries Kfter  by  a  learned  but  jealous  proprietor,  for  the 
purp*-6e  of  shooting  any  wiser  man  than  himself  who 
mig^  \  chance  to  come  that  way.     Tradition  is  silent  'm 
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to  any  discharge  having  taken  place,  iior  can  the  oldest 
inhabitant  of  modern  days  recollect  any  such  occur- 
rence.* Here  it  was,  in  a  handsome  chamber,  imme- 
diately over  the  lofty  archway,  that  the  Superior  of  the 
monastery  lay  buried  in  a  brief  slumber  snatched  from 
his  accustomed  vigils.  His  mitre — for  he  was  a  Mitred 
Abbot,  and  had  a  seat  in  parliament — ^rested  on  a  table 
beside  him ;  near  it  stood  a  silver  flagon  of  Gascony  wine, 
ready,  no  doubt,  for  the  pious  uses  of  the  morrow.  Fast- 
ing and  watching  had  made  him  more  than  usually 
somnolent,  than  which  nothing  could  have  been  better 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Saint,  who  now  appeared  to  him 
radiant  in  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 

"  Anselm  1 " — said  the  beatific  vision,  —  '*  Ansdm  I 
are  you  not  a  pretty  fellow  to  lie  snoring  there,  when 
your  brethren  are  being  knocked  at  head,  and  Mother 
Church  herself  is  menaced  ! — It  is  a  sin  and  a  shame, 
Anselm!" 

"What's  the  matter? — Who  are  you?"  cried  the 
Abbot,  rubbing  his  eyes,  which  the  celestial  splendour 
of  his  visitor  had  set  a-winking.  "  Ave  Maria !  St 
Austin  himself! — Speak,  Beatissime  !  what  would  you 
with  the  humblest  of  your  votaries  ?" 

"  Anselm  1"  said  the  saint,  "  a  brother  of  our  order, 
whose  soul  Heaven  assoilzie  !  hath  been  foully  murdered. 
He  hath  been  ignominiously  kicked  to  the  death, 
Anselm  ;  and  there  he  lieth  cheek-by-jowl  with  a 
wretched  carcass,  which  our  sister  Bridget  has  turned 
out  of  her  cemetery  for  unseemly  grinning. — ^Arouse 
dice,  Anselm !" 

*  since  Uio  Appenmnoe  of  the  first  edition  of  this  Legend  **  the  gnas*' 
mre  been  dismoonied.  Rumour  hints  at  some  alarm  on  the  part  of  th» 
tmruOoundL 
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"  Ay,  80  please  you,  Sanctissime  r  said  the  Abbot ' 
"  I  will  order  forthwith  that  thirty  masses  be  said,  thirtj 
Paters^  and  thirty  Aves.^* 

"  Thirty  fools'  heads  I"  interrupted  his  patron,  who 
was  a  little  peppery. 

•*  I  will  send  for  bell,  book,  and  candle — " 

"  Send  for  an  inkhom,  Anselm. — Write  me  now  a 
letter  to  his  Holiness  the  Pope  in  good  round  terms, 
and  another  to  the  Coroner,  and  another  to  the  Sheriff, 
and  seize  me  the  never-enough-to-be  anathematised 
villain  who  hath  done  this  deed  !  Hang  him  as  high 
as  Ham  an,  Anselm  ! — up  with  him  ! — down  with  his 
dwelling-place,  root  and  branch,  hearthstone  and  roof- 
tree, — down  with  it  all,  and  sow  the  site  with  salt  and 
sawdust!" 

St.  Austin,  it  will  be  perceived,  was  a  radical 
reformer. 

"  Marry  will  I,"  quoth  the  Abbot,  warming  with  the 
Saint's  eloquence  ;  "  ay,  marry  will  I,  and  that  instanter. 
But  there  is  one  thing  you  have  forgotten,  most  Beati* 
fied — the  name  of  the  culprit" 

"  Robert  de  Shurland." 

"  The  Lord  of  Sheppey  I  Bless  me ! "  said  the 
Abbot,  crossing  himself,  "  won't  that  be  rather  incon- 
venient ?  Sir  Robert  is  a  bold  baron,  and  a  powerful ; 
• — blows  will  come  and  go,  and  crowns  will  be  cracked, 
and " 

"  What  is  that  to  you,  since  yours  will  not  be  of  the 
number  ?" 

"  Very  true,  Beatissime  ! — I  will  don  me  with  speedy 
wid  do  your  bidding." 

"  Do  so,  Anselm  ! — fail  not  to  hang  the  baron,  bum 
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his  castle,  confiscate  his  estate,  and  buy  me  two  large 
wax  candles  for  my  own  particular  shrine  out  of  your 
share  of  the  property." 

With  this  solemn  injunction  the  vision  began  to  fade. 

"  One  thing  more  1"  cried  the  Abbot,  grasping  his 
Tosary. 

"What  is  that!"  asked  the  Saint 

**  0  Beate  Augustine^  ora  pro  nobis  /" 

"  Of  course  I  shall,"  said  St.  Austin.  "  Fax  vobiscum  /" 
— and  Abbot  Anselm  was  left  alone. 

Within  an  hour  all  Canterbury  was  in  commotion. 
A  friar  had  been  murdered, — two  friars — ten — twenty ; 
a  whole  convent  had  been  assaulted, — sacked, — ^bumt, 
— all  the  monks  had  been  killed,  and  all  the  nuns  had 
been  kissed  ! — Murder ! — fire  ! — Sacrilege  I  Never  was 
a  city  in  such  an  uproar.  From  St  George's  gate  to 
St  Dunstan's  suburb,  from  the  Donjon  to  the  borough 
of  Staplegate,  all  was  noise  and  hubbub.  "  Where  was 
it  f—"  When  was  it  ? "— "  How  was  it  ?"  The  mayor 
caught  up  his  chain,  the  Aldermen  donned  their  furred 
gowns,  the  Town-clerk  put  on  his  spectacles.  "  Who 
was  he  ?"— "  What  was  he  ? "— "  Where  was  he  ?"— he 
should  be  hanged, — he  should  be  burned, — he  should 
be  broiled, — ^he  should  be  fried, — he  should  be  scraped 
to  deatfi  with  red-hot  oyster  shells  !  "  Who  was  he  ? " 
— "  What  was  his  name  ?" 

The  Abbot's  Apparitor  drew  forth  his  roll  and  read 
aloud  : — "  Sir  Robert  de  Shurland,  Knight  banneret, 
Baron  of  Shurland  and  Minster,  and  Lord  of  Shep- 
pey.« 

The  Mayor  put  his  chain  in  his  pocket,  the  Aldermen 
took  off  their  gowns,  the  Town-clerk  put  his  pen  behind 
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his  ear. — ^It  was  a  county  business  altogether: — tht 
Sheriff  had  better  call  out  the  posse  comitaius. 

While  saints  and  sinners  were  thus  leaguing  against 
him,  the  Baron  de  Shurland  was  quietly  eating  his 
breakfast.  He  had  passed  a  tranquil  night,  undisturbed 
by  dreams  of  cowl  or  capuchin ;  nor  was  his  appetite 
more  affected  than  his  co'Rscience.  On  the  contrary,  he 
sat  rather  longer  over  his  meal  than  usual ;  luncheon- 
time  came,  and  he  was  ready  as  ever  for  his  oysters : 
but  scarcely  had  Dame  Martin  opened  his  first  half-dozen 
when  the  warder's  horn  was  heard  from  the  barbican. 

"  Who  the  devil's  that  ?"  said  Sir  Robert  "  I'm  not 
at  home,  Periwinkle.  I  hate  to  be  disturbed  at  meals, 
and  I  won't  be  at  home  to  anybody." 

"  An't  please  your  lordship,"  answered  the  Seneschal, 
**  Paul  Prior  hath  given  notice  that  there  is  a  body " 

"  AnoUier  body  !"  roared  the  Baron.  "Am  I  to  be 
everlastingly  plagued  with  bodies  ?  No  time  allowed 
me  to  swallow  a  morsel.     Throw  it  into  the  moat  I" 

"  So  please  you,  my  lord,  it  is  a  body  of  horse — and 
— and  Paul  says  there  is  a  still  larger  body  of  foot 
behind  it ;  and  he  thinks,  my  lord, — that  is,  he  does 
not  know,  but  he  thinks — and  we  all  think,  my  lord, 
that  they  are  coming  to — to  besiege  the  castle  !" 

"  Besiege  the  castle !    Who  ?    What  ?    W^hat  for  ?" 

"  Paul  says,  my  lord,  that  he  can  see  the  banner  of 
St.  Austin,  and  the  bleeding  heart  of  Hamo  de  Creve- 
coeur,  the  Abbot's  chief  vassal ; — and  there  is  John  de 
North  wood,  the  sheriff,  with  his  red -cross  engrailed ;  and 
llever,  and  Ley  bourne,  and  Heaven  knows  how  many 
more  ;  and  they  are  all  coming  on  as  fast  as  ever  they 
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•*  I'eri winkle,"  said  the  Baron,  "  up  with  the  draw- 
bridge ;  down  with  the  portcullis ;  bring  me  a  cup  of 
canary,  and  my  nightcap.  I  won't  be  bothered  with 
them.     I  shall  go  to  bed." 

"  To  bed,  my  lord  ?"  cried  Periwinkle,  with  a  look 
that  seemed  to  say,  "  He's  crazy  !" 

At  this  moment  the  shrill  tones  of  a  trumpet  were 
beard  to  sound  thrice  from  the  champaign.  It  was  the 
signal  for  parley :  the  Baron  changed  his  mind  ;  instead 
of  going  to  bed  he  went  to  the  ramparts. 

"  Well,  rapscallions  !  and  what  now  ! "  said  the 
Baron. 

A  herald,  two  pursuivants,  and  a  trumpeter,  occupied 
the  foreground  of  the  scene  ;  behind  them,  some  three 
hundred  paces  oflf,  upon  a  rising  ground,  was  drawn 
up  in  battle  array  the  main  body  of  the  ecclesiastical 
forces. 

"  Hear  you,  Robert  de  Shurland,  Knight,  Baron  of 
Shurland  and  Minster,  and  Lord  of  Sheppey,  and 
know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I  do  hereby 
attach  you,  the  said  Robert,  of  murder  and  sacrilege, 
now,  or  of  late,  done  and  committed  by  you,  the  said 
Robert,  contrary  to  the  peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  his  crown  and  dignity  :  and  I  do  hereby 
require  and  charge  you  the  said  Robert,  to  forthwith 
surrender  and  give  up  your  own  proper  person,  toge- 
ther with  the  castle  of  Shurland  aforesaid,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  duly  dealt  with  according  to  law. 
And  here  standeth  John  de  North  wood.  Esquire,  good 
man  and  true,  sheriff  of  this  his  Majesty's  most  loyal 
county  of  Kent,  to  enforce  the  same,  if  need  be,  with 
his  posse  comitaius — " 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


88  ORSr   DOLPHIN. 

**  His  what  r  said  the  Baron. 

**  His  posse  comitatus,  and ^" 

"  Go  to  Bath  !"  said  the  Baron. 

A  defiance  so  contemptuous  roused  the  ire  of  the 
adverse  commanders.  A  volley  of  missiles  rattled 
about  the  Baron^s  ears.  Nightcaps  avail  little  against 
contusions.  He  left  the  walls,  and  returned  to  the 
great  hall. 

**  Let  them  pelt  away,"  quoth  the  Baron :  "  there  are 
no  windows  to  break,  and  they  can't  get  in." — So  he 
took  his  afternoon  nap,  and  the  siege  went  on. 

Towards  evening  his  lordship  awoke,  and  grew  tired 
of  the  din.  Guy  Pearson,  too,  had  got  a  black  eye  from  a 
brick-bat,  and  the  assailants  w^ere  clambering  over  the 
outer  wall.  So  the  Baron  called  for  his  Sunday  hau- 
berk of  Milan  steel,  and  his  great  two-handed  sword 
with  the  terrible  name : — ^it  was  the  fashion  in  feudal 
times  to  give  names  to  swords:  King  Arthur's  waa 
christened  Excalibar ;  the  Baron  called  his  Tickletoby, 
and  whenever  he  took  it  in  hand  it  was  no  joke. 

"  Up  with  the  portcullis  I  down  with  the  bridge  1"  said 
Sir  Robert ;  and  out  he  sallied,  followed  by  the  elite  of 
his  retainers.  Then  there  was  a  pretty  to-do.  Heads 
flew  one  way — arms  and  legs  another ;  round  went 
Tickletoby ;  and,  wherever  it  alighted,  down  came  horse 
and  man :  tJie  Baron  excelled  himself  that  day.  All 
that  he  had  done  in  Palestine  faded  in  the  comparison ; 
lie  had  fought  for  fun  tliere,  but  now  it  was  for  life  and 
lands.  Away  went  John  de  North  wood;  away  went 
William  of  Hever,  and  Roger  of  Leyboume.  Hamo 
de  Crevecoeur,  with  the  church  vassals  and  the  banner 
of  St  Austin,  had  been  gone  some  time.  The  siege  w» 
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raised,  and  tlie  Lord  of  Sheppey  was  left  alone  in  Lk 
glory. 

But,  brave  as  the  Baron  undoubtedly  was,  and  tota'. 
as  had  been  the  defeat  ^f  his  enemies,  it  cannot  be  sup 
posed  that  La,  Stoccata  would  be  allowed  to  carry  it 
away  thus.  It  has  before  been  hinted  that  Abbot  An- 
selra  had  written  to  the  Pope,  and  Boniface  the  Eighth 
piqued  himself  on  his  punctuality  as  a  correspondent  in 
all  matters  connected  with  church  discipline.  He  sent 
back  an  answer  by  return  of  post ;  and  by  it  all  Chris- 
tian people  were  strictly  enjoined  to  aid  in  exterminat- 
ing the  offender,  on  pain  of  the  greater  excommunica- 
tion in  this  world,  and  a  million  of  years  of  purgatory 
in  the  next.  But  then,  again,  Boniface  the  Eighth  was 
rather  at  a  discount  in  England  just  then.  He  had 
affronted  Longshanks,  as  the  loyal  lieges  had  nicknamed 
their  monarch ;  and  Longshanks  had  been  rather  sharp 
upon  the  clergy  in  consequence.  If  the  Baron  de  Shur- 
land  could  but  get  the  King's  pardon  for  what,  in  his 
cooler  moments,  he  admitted  to  be  a  peccadillo,  he 
might  sniff  at  the  Pope,  and  bid  him  '*  do  his  devil- 
most" 

Fortune,  who,  as  the  poet  says,  delights  to  favour  the 
bold,  stood  his  friend  on  this  occasion.  Edward  had 
been,  for  some  time,  collecting  a  large  force  on  the 
coast  of  Kent,  to  carry  on  his  French  wars  for  the 
recovery  of  Guienne ;  he  was  expected  shortly  to  review 
it  in  person;  but,  then,  the  troops  lay  principally  in 
cantonments  about  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  his 
Majesty  was  to  come  down  by  water.  What  was  to  be 
done? — ^the  royal  barge  was  in  sight,  and  John  de 
Nortliwood  and  Hamo  de  Crevecoeur  had  broken  up  alJ 
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the  boats  to  boil  their  camp-kettles.  A  truly  great 
mind  is  never  without  resources. 

"  Bring  me  my  boots !"  said  the  Baron. 

They  brought  him  his  boots,  and  his  dapple-grey 
steed  along  with  them.  Such  a  courser  !  all  blood  and 
bone,  short-backed,  broad-chested,  and, — but  that  he 
was  a  little  ewe-necked, — faultless  in  form  and  figure. 
The  Baron  sprang  upon  his  back,  and  dashed  at  once 
into  the  river. 

The  barge  which  canned  Edward  Longshanks  and 
his  fortunes  had  by  this  time  nearly  reached  the  Nore ; 
the  stream  was  broad  and  the  current  strong,  but  Sir 
Robert  and  his  steed  were  almost  as  broad,  and  a  great 
deal  stronger.  After  breasting  the  tide  gallantly  for  a 
couple  of  miles,  the  Knight  was  near  enough  to  hail  the 
steersman. 

"  What  have  we  got  here  ?"  said  the  King.  "  It's  a 
mermaid,"  said  one.  "  It's  a  grampus,"  said  another. 
**It's  the  devil,"  said  a  third.  But  they  were  all 
wrong ;  it  was  only  Robert  de  Shurland.  "  Grammercy," 
quoth  the  King,  "that  fellow  was  never  born  to  be 
drowned ! " 

It  has  been  said  before  that  the  Baron  had  fought  in 
the  Holy  wars ;  in  fact,  he  had  accompanied  Long- 
shanks,  when  only  heir  apparent,  in  his  expedition 
twenty-five  years  before,  although  his  name  is  unac- 
countiibly  omitted  by  Sir  Uanis  Nicolas  in  his  list  of 
crusadei-s.  He  had  been  present  at  Acre  when  Amirand 
of  Joppa  stabbed  the  prince  with  a  poisoned  dagger, 
and  had  lent  Princess  Eleanor  his  own  tooth-brush  after 
she  had  sucked  out  the  venom  from  the  wound.  He 
had  slain  certain  Saracens,  conterted  himself  with  his 
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own  plunder,  and  never  dunned  the  commissariat  foi 
arrears  of  pay.  Of  course  he  ranked  high  in  Edward'? 
good  graces,  and  had  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood at  his  hands  on  the  field  of  hattle. 

In  one  so  circumstanced  it  cannot  he  supposed  that 
such  a  trifle  as  the  killing  of  a  frowzy  friar  would  be 
much  resented,  even  had  he  not  taken  so  bold  a  mea- 
sure to  obtain  his  pardon.  Uis  petition  was  granted,  of 
course,  as  soon  as  asked ;  and  so  it  would  have  been 
had  the  indictment  drawn*  up  by  the  Canterbury  town- 
derk,  viz.  "  That  he  the  said  Robert  de  Shurland,  <fec. 
had  then  and  there,  with  several,  to  wit,  one  thousand 
pairs  of  boots,  given  sundry,  to  wit,  two  thousand  kicks, 
and  therewith  and  thereby  killed  divers,  to  wit,  ten 
thousand,  Austin  friars,"  been  true  to  the  letter. 

Thrice  did  the  gallant  grey  circumnavigate  the  barge, 
while  liobert  de  Winchelsey,  the  chancellor,  and  arch- 
bishop to  boot,  was  making  out,  albeit  with  great  rohu- 
tance,  the  royal  pardon.  The  interval  was  sufficiently 
long  to  enable  His  Majesty,  who,  gracious  as  he  was, 
had  always  an  eye  to  business,  just  to  hint  that  the  gra- 
titude he  felt  towards  the  Baron  was  not  unmixed  w  ith 
a  lively  sense  of  services  to  come ;  and  that,  if  life  were 
now  spared  him,  common  decency  must  oblige  him  to 
make  himself  useful.  Before  the  archbishop,  who  had 
scalded  his  fingers  with  the  wax  in  affixing  the  great 
seal,  had  time  to  take  them  out  of  his  mouth,  all  w;is 
settled,  and  the  Baron  de  Shurland  had  pledged  him- 
self to  be  forthwith  in  readiness,  cum  suis,  to  accom- 
pany his  liege  lord  to  Guienne. 

With  the  royal  pardon  secured  in  his  vest,  boldly  did 
his  lordship  turn  again  to  the  shore ;  and  as  boldlv  did 
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liis  courser  oppose  his  breadth  of  chest  to  the  stream, 
It  was  a  work  of  no  common  diflSculty  or  danger ;  a 
steed  of  less  "  metal  and  bone  "  had  long  since  sunk  in 
the  eftbrt :  as  it  was,  the  Baron's  boots  were  full  of 
water,  and  Grey  Dolphin's  chamfrain  more  thah  once 
dipped  beneath  the  wave.  The  convulsive  snorts  of  the 
noble  animal  showed  his  distress;  each  instant  they 
became  more  loud  and  frequent ;  when  his  hoof  touched 
the  strand,  and  "  the  horse  and  his  rider "  stood  once 
again  in  safety  on  the  shore. 

Hapidly  dismounting,  the  Baron  was  loosening  the 
girths  of  his  demi-pique,  to  give  the  panting  animal 
breath,  when  he  was  aware  of  as  ugly  an  old  woman 
as  he  had  ever  clapped  eyes  upon,  peeping  at  him  under 
the  horse's  belly. 

"  Make  much  of  your  steed,  Robert  Shurland  I  Make 
much  of  your  steed ! "  cried  the  hag,  shaking  at  him 
her  long  and  bony  finger.  "  Groom  to  the  hide  and 
com  to  the  manger !  He  has  saved  your  life,  Robert 
Shurland,  for  the  nonce ;  but  he  shall  yet  be  the  means 
of  your  losing  it,  for  all  that ! " 

The  Baron  started :  "What's  that  you  say,  you  old 
faggot  ? "  He  ran  round  by  his  horse's  tail ; — ^the  wo- 
man was  gone ! 

The  Baron  paused ;  his  great  soul  was  not  to  be 
shaken  by  trifles ;  he  looked  around  him,  and  solemnly 
ejaculated  the  word  "Humbug!" — then  slinging  the 
bridle  across  his  arm,  walked  slowly  on  in  the  direction 
of  the  castle. 

The  appearance,  and  still  more,  the  disappearance  of 
the  crone,  had  however  made  an  impression ;  every  step 
he  took  he  became  more  thoughtful.     "Twould  be 
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deuced  provoldng  though,  if  he  should  break  mj  neck 

after  all."     He  turned,  and  gazed  at  Dolphin  with  the 

Bcrutiniziog  eye  of  a  veterinary  surgeon.     ^  Fll  be  shot 

if  he  is  not  groggy  I "  said  the  Baron. 

With  his  lordship,  like  another  great  Ck>mmander, 

"  Once  to  be  in  doubt,  was  once  to  be  resolved : "  il 

would  never  do  to  go  to  the  wars  on  a  rickety  prad. 

He  dropped  the  rein,  drew  forth  Tickletoby,  and  as  the 

enfranchised  Dolphin,  good  easy  horse,  stretched  out 

his  ewe-neck  to  the  herbage,  struck  off  his  head  at  a 

single  blow.   "  There,  you  lying  old  beldame ! "  said  the 

Baron ;  "  now  take  him  away  to  the  knacker's." 
***** 

Three  years  were  come  and  gone.  King  Edward's 
French  wars  were  over ;  both  parties,  having  fought  till 
they  came  to  a  stand-still,  shook  hands ;  and  the  quarrel, 
as  usual,  was  patched  up  by  a  royal  marriage.  This 
happy  event  gave  his  Majesty  leisure  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  Scotland,  where  things,  through  the  intervention 
of  William  Wallace,  were  looking  rather  queerish.  As 
his  reconciliation  with  Philip  now  allowed  of  his  fight- 
mg  the  Scotch  in  peace  and  quietness,  the  monarch  lost 
no  time  in  marching  his  long  legs  across  the  border, 
and  the  short  ones  of  the  Baron  followed  him  of  course. 
At  Falkirk,  Tickletoby  was  in  great  request;  and,  in 
the  year  following,  we  find  a  contemporary  poet  hint- 
ing  at  his  master's  prowess  under  the  walls  of  Caer< 
laverock, 

#bec  rut  fu  arDfntrne} 
!.( beau  Robert  He  dburlanH 
IBil  Unt  teoCt  suv  le  rbtbal 
Ne  B  mb'oft  liomc  te  someflU 
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A^  quatrain  which  Mr.  Simpkinson  translates, 

**  With  them  was  marching 
The  gocxl  Robert  de  Sharland, 
Who,  when  seated  on  horseback, 
Does  not  resemble  a  man  asleep  I " 

So  thoroughly  awake,  indeed,  does  he  seem  to  have 
proved  himself,  that  the  bard  subsequently  exclaims,  in 
an  extasy  of  admiration, 

&{  U  estofe  une  puceletf e 
3e  U  Donrfe  crut  et  cots 
€:nnt  est  Tie  lu  bons  If  tnovs 

**  If  I  were  a  young  maiden, 
I  would  give  my  heart  and  person, 
&o  great  is  his  famu ! " 

Fortunately  the  poet  was  a  tough  old  monk  of  Exeter ; 
since  such  a  present  to  a  nobleman,  now  in  his  grand 
climacteric,  would  hardly  have  been  w^orth  the  carriage. 
With  the  reduction  of  this  stronghold  of  the  Maxwells 
seem  to  have  concluded  the  Baron's  military  service ; 
as  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  fourteenth  century  we 
find  him  once  more  landed  on  his  native  shore,  and 
marching,  with  such  of  his  retAinere  as  the  wars  h&i 
left  him,  towards  the  hospitable  shelter  of  Shurland 
Castle.  It  was  then,  upon  that  very  beach,  some  hun- 
dred yards  distant  from  high -water  mark,  that  his  eye 
fell  upon  something  like  an  ugly  old  woman  in  a  red 
cloak !  She  was  seated  on  what  seemed  to  be  a  larg«b 
stone,  in  an  interesting  attitude,  with  her  elbows  resting 
upon  her  knees,  and  her  chin  upon  her  thumbs.  The 
Baron  started :  tlie  remembrance  of  his  interview 
with  a  similar  porsonnge  in  the  same  place,  some  thrc€ 
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jears  since,  flashed  upon  his  recollection,  lie  rushed 
towards  the  spot,  but  the  form  was  gone; — nothing 
remained  but  the  seat  it  had  appeared  to  occupy.  This, 
on  examination,  turned  out  to  be  no  stone,  but  the 
whitened  skull  of  a  dead  horse! — ^A  tender  remem- 
brance of  the  deceased  Grey  Dolphin  shot  a  momentary 
pang  into  the  Baron's  bosom ;  he  drew  the  back  of  his 
hand  across  his  face ;  the  thought  of  the  hag's  predic- 
tion in  an  instant  rose,  and  banished  all  softer  emotions. 
In  utter  contempt  of  his  own  weakness,  yet  with  a 
tremour  Uiat  deprived  his  redoubtable  kick  of  half 
its  wonted  force,  he  spurned  the  relic  with  liis  foot. 
One  word  alone  issued  from  his  lips,  elucidatory  of  what 
was  passing  in  his  mind, — it  long  remained  imprinted 
on  Uie  memory  of  his  faithful  followers, — that  word 
was  "  Gammon  1 "  The  skull  bounded  across  the  beach 
till  it  reached  the  very  margin  of  the  stream ; — one 
instant  more  and  it  would  be  engulfed  for  ever.  At 
that  moment  a  loud  "  Ha !  ha !  ha  I "  was  distinctly 
heard  by  the  whole  train  to  issue  from  its  bleached  and 
toothless  jaws :  it  sank  beneatli  the  flood  in  a  horse  laugh ! 

Meanwhile  Sir  Robert  de  Shurland  felt  an  odd  sort  of 
sensation  in  his  right  foot  His  boots  had  suflered  in 
the  wars.  Great  pains  had  been  taken  for  their  preser- 
vation. Tliey  had  been  "soled"  and  "heeled"  more 
than  once  ; — ^had  they  been  "  golosh ed,"  their  owner 
might  have  defied  Fate  I  Well  has  it  been  said  that 
"  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  trifle."  A  nobleman's  life 
depended  upon  a  question  of  ninepence ! 

The  Baron  marched  on ;  the  uneasiness  in  his  foot 
increased.  He  plucked  off"  his  boot ; — a  horse's  tooth 
was  sticking  in  his  great  toe  t 
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The  result  may  be  anticipated.  Lame  as  he  was,  hiF 
lordship,  with  characteristic  decision,  would  hobble  ofi 
to  Shurland ;  his  walk  increased  the  inflammation ;  a 
flagon  of  aqua  vitcB  did  not  mend  matters.  He  was  in 
a  high  fever ;  he  took  to  his  bed.  Next  morning  the 
toe  presented  the  appearance  of  a  Bedfordshire  carrot ; 
by  dinner-time  it  had  deepened  to  beet-root ;  and  when 
Bargrave,  the  leech,  at  last  sliced  it  off,  the  gangrene 
was  too  confirmed  to  admit  of  remedy.  Dame  Martin 
thought  it  high  time  to  send  for  Miss  Margaret,  who, 
ever  since  her  mother^s  death,  had  been  living  with  her 
maternal  aunt,  the  abbess,  in  the  Ursuline  convent  at 
Greenwich.  The  young  lady  came,  and  with  her  came 
one  Master  Ingoldsby,  her  cousin-german  by  the  mother's 
side  ;  but  the  Baron  was  too  far  gone  in  the  dead- 
thaw  to  recognise  either.  He  died  as  he  lived,  uncon- 
quered  and  unconquerable.    His  last  words  were — "  Tell 

Uie  old  hag  she  may  go  to ."     Whither  remains  a 

secret.  He  expired  without  fully  articulating  the  place 
of  her  destination. 

But  who  and  what  wcls  the  crone  who  prophesied  the 
catastrophe  ?  Ay,  "  that  is  the  mystery  of  this  won- 
derful history."— Some  say  it  was  Dame  Fothergill,  the 
late  confessor's  mamma;  others,  St.  Bridget  herself; 
others  thought  it  was  nobody  at  all,  but  only  a  phantom 
conjured  up  by  conscience.  As  we  do  not  know,  we 
decline  giving  an  opinion. 

And  what  became  of  the  Clerk  of  Chatham  ? — ^Mr. 
Simpkinson  avers  that  he  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and 
was  at  last  hanged  by  Jack  Cade,  with  his  inkhom 
about  his  neck,  for  "  setting  boys  copies."  In  support 
of  this  he  adduces  his  name  "£mmanuel,"  and  refers  to 
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tbe  historian  Sliakspeare.  Mr.  Peters,  on  the  contrary, 
considei-s  this  to  be  wliat  he  calls  one  of  Mr.  Siinpkin- 
son^s  ^^  Anacreonisms/'  inasmuch  as,  at  t)ie  introduction 
of  Mr.  Cadets  reform  measure,  the  Clerk,  if  alive,  would 
have  been  hard  upon  two  hundred  years  old.  The 
probabiUty  is,  that  the  unfortunate  alluded  to  was  his 
great-grand  son. 

Margaret  Shurland  in  due  course  became  Margaret 
Ingoldsby,  her  portrait  still  hangs  in  the  gallery  at  Tap- 
pington.  The  features  are  handsome,  but  shrewish,  be- 
traying, as  it  were,  a  touch  of  the  old  Baron's  tempera- 
ment ;  but  we  never  could  learn  that  she  actually  kicked 
her  husband.  She  brought  him  a  very  pretty  fortune 
in  chains,  owches,  and  Saracen  ear-rings ;  the  barony, 
being  a  male  fief,  reverted  to  the  Crown. 

In  the  abbey -church  at  Minster  may  yet  be  seen  the 
tomb  of  a  recumbent  warrior,  clad  in  the  chain-mail  of 
the  13th  century.*  Ilis  hands  are  chwped  in  prayer ; 
his  legs,  crossed  in  that  position  so  prized  by  Te!n[>lars 
in  ancient,  and  tailors  in  modern,  days,  bespeak  him  a 
soldier  of  the  faith  in  Palestine.  Close  behind  his  dex- 
ter calf  lies  scnlptur(*d  in  bold  relief  a  horse's  head ; 
and  a  respectable  elderly  lady,  as  she  shews  the  monu- 
ment, fails  not  to  read  her  auditors  a  fine  moral  lesson 
on  the  sin  of  ingratitude,  or  to  claim  a  sympathising 
tear  to  the  memory  of  poor  "  Grey  Dolphin  !" 

*  Subsequent  to  the  first  Appearance  of  the  foregoing  narrative,  the 
(omb  allailed  to  baa  Nwn  opened  during  the  couree  of  certain  ropaira  which 
the  chareh  has  nnden{one.  Mr.  SlmpkinH^n,  who  was  present  at  the  ex- 
bummiim  of  the  body  within,  and  has  enriched  his  coIleciioD  wiih  three  of 
its  grioders.  says  the  bones  of  one  of  the  great  toes  were  wunttiig.  He 
•peaks  in  terms  of  great  admiratinn  at  the  tiilckue.<(B  of  the  i>kull  und  is  of 
opinUio  thai  the  akalatoD  la  thai  of  a  great  patriot  much  addicted  to  Luudjr* 
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It  is  on  my  own  personal  reminiscences  tliat  I  draw 
tor  the  following  story  ;  the  scene  of  its  leading  event 
was  most  familiar  to  me  in  early  life.  If  the  principal 
a^tor  in  it  be  yet  living,  he  must  have  reached  a  very 
advanced  age.  lie  was  often  at  the  Ilall,  in  my  infancy, 
on  professional  visits.  It  is,  however,  only  from  those 
who  **  prated  of  his  whereabouts"  that  I  learned  the 
history  of  his  adventure  with 
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Tberx  standi  a  City, — ^neitJier  large  nor  9mal^ 

lU  air  and  situation  sweet  and  pretty ; 
It  matters  very  little — if  at  all — 

Whetlier  its  denizens  are  dull  or  witty, 
Whetlier  the  ladies  there  are  short  or  tall. 

Brunettes  or  blondes,  only,  there  stands  a  city  t* 
Perliaps  'tis  also  requisite  to  minute 
Tliat  uiere's  a  Castle  and  a  Cobbler  in  it 

A  fair  Cathedral,  too,  the  story  goes, 

And  kings  and  heroes  lie  entomb'd  witliin  her ; 

There  pious  Saints  in  marble  pomp  repose, 

Whuse  shrines  are  worn  by  knees  of  many  a  Sinner ; 

There,  too,  full  many  an  Aldermanic  nose 
Roird  its  loud  diapason  after  dinner; 

And  there  stood  high  the  holy  sconce  of  Becket, 

—Till  four  assassins  came  from  France  to  crack  it 

The  Castle  was  a  huge  aud  antique  mound, 
Proof  against  all  th*  artillery  of  the  quiver, 

Ere  those  abominable  guns  were  found 
To  send  cold  lead  through  gallant  warrior*B  lireii 

It  stands  upon  a  gently  rising  ground. 
Sloping  down  gradually  to  Uie  river, 

Resembling  (to  compare  great  things  with  smaller) 

A  well-scooped,  mouldy  Stilton  cheese, — but  taller. 

Tbe  Keep,  I  find,  's  been  sadly  altcrM  lately. 

And,  Vtead  of  mail-clad  kni^^hts,  of  honour  jealousy 

In  martial  panoply  so  grand  and  st:itely, 

It?  walla  are  filled  with  'noney-niaking  fellows. 
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And  BtuffU  unless  I  *m  misinformed  greatly, 

With  leaden  pipes,  and  coke,  and  coals^  and  bcUowa; 
In  shorty  so  great  a  change  has  com©  to  pnaa^ 
"Tis  now  a  manufactory  of  Gaa. 

But  to  my  talc. — Before  this  profanation. 

And  ere  its  ancient  glories  were  cut  short  all, 

A  poor  hard-working  Cobbler  took  his  station 
In  a  small  house,  just  oj)po8ite  the  portal ; 

His  birth,  his  parentage,  and  education, 
I  know  but  little  of— a  strange,  o<ld  mortal 

His  aspect,  air,  and  gait,  were  all  ridiculous ; 

His  name  was  Mason — ^lie'd  been  christened  Nicholas 

Nick  had  a  wife  possessed  of  many  a  charm. 
And  of  the  Ladj  Huntingdon  pereuasion ; 

But,  spite  of  all  her  piety,  her  arm 

She*d  sometimes  exercise  when  in  a  passion ; 

And,  being  of  a  temper  somewhat  warm. 

Would  now  and  taen  seize,  upon  small  occasion, 

A  stick,  or  stool,  or  anytliing  that  round  did  lie, 

And  baste  her  lord  and  master  most  confoundedly. 

No  matter! — 'tis  a  thing  that's  not  uncommon, 

Tis  what  we  all  have  heai-d,  and  most  have  read  of,— 

I  mean,  a  bruizing,  pugilistic  woman. 
Such  as  I  own  I  entertain  a  dread  of, 

—And  so  did  Nick, — whom  sometimes  there  would  come  < 
A  sort  of  fear  his  Spouse  might  knock  his  head  off. 

Demolish  half  his  teeth,  or  drive  a  rib  in. 

She  shone  so  much  in  "  facers'*  and  in  "  fibbing." 

nere's  time  and  place  for  all  things,"  said  a  sage^ 

(King  Solomon,  I  think,)  and  this  I  can  say. 
Within  a  well-roped  ring,  or  on  a  stage. 

Boxing  may  be  a  very  pretty  Fanaj^ 
When  Messrs  Burke  or  Bendigo  engage ; 

— •*riB  not  so  well  in  Susan,  Jane,  or  JN'ancy  :— 
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To  get  well  millM  by  any  one's  an  evil, 
But  by  a  lady — ^'tis  the  very  DeviL 

And  80  thought  Nicholas,  whose  only  trouble, 
(At  least  his  worstX  was  this  his  rib*8  propensity, 

For  sometimes  from  the  alehouse  he  would  hobbl«^ 
His  senses  lost  in  a  sublime  immensity 

Of  cogitation — then  he  couldn't  cobble — 

And  then  his  wife  would  often  try  the  densitj 

Of  his  poor  skull,  and  strike  with  all  her  mighty 

As  fast  as  kitehen-wenches  strike  a  light 

Mason,  meek  soul,  who  ever  hated  strife. 

Of  this  same  striking  had  a  morbid  dread. 
He  hated  it  like  i)oi8on— or  his  wife — 

A  vkst  antipathy  I — but  so  he  said — 
And  very  often,  for  a  quiet  life, 

On  these  occasions  he'd  sneak  up  to  bed. 
Grope  darkling  in,  and,  soon  as  at  the  door 
He  heard  his  lady — he'd  pretend  to  snore. 

One  night,  then,  ever  partial  to  society. 

Kick,  with  a  friend  (another  jovial  fellow)^ 
Went  to  a  Club— I  should  have  said  Society— 

At  the  "  City  Arms,"  once  call'd  the  Porto-Bello 
A  Spouting  party,  whicli,  tliough  some  decry  it,  I 

Consider  no  bad  lounge  when  one  is  mellow ; 
Hiere  they  discuss  the  tax  on  salt,  and  leather. 
And  change  of  ministers  and  change  of  weather. 

In  short)  it  was  a  kind  of  British  Forum, 

Like  John  Gale  Jones's,  erst  in  IMccadilly, 
Only  they  manaired  thin<]^  with  more  decorum. 

And  the  Orations  were  not  guile  so  silly ; 
Far  diflferent  questions,  too,  would  come  before  'eu^ 

Not  always  Politics,  which,  will  ye  nill  ye, 
Their  London  prototypes  were  always  willing; 
To  give  one  quantum  n^.  of — ^for  a  shilling: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


102  THE    GiiOST. 

It  more  resembled  one  of  later  date; 

And  tenfold  t-alent,  oa  Tin  told  in  Hoy  '"^^reet^ 
"Where  kindlier  natunnl  souls  do  conj;rt*gate, 

And,  though  tliere  are  who  dot'ni  that  same  a  low  f  trecL 
Yet^  I'm  assured,  for  frollcHume  debate 

And  genuine  humour  it's  surpassed  bj  no  street^ 
When  the  **  Chief  Baron"  entcrsi  and  assumes 
To  "  rule"  o*er  mimic  "  Tliesigers"  and  "  Broughamai 

Here  they  would  oft  forget  their  Rulers'  faults^ 
And  waste  in  ancient  lore  the  midnight  taper, 

Inquire  if  Orpheus  first  produced  the  Walta^ 
How  Gas-lights  differ  from  the  Delphic  Vapour, 

Wliether  Hip]H>crates  gave  Glauber's  JSalts, 

And  what  the  Romans  wrote  on  ere  they'd  paper;— 

Tliis  night  tlic  subject  of  their  disquisitions 

Was  Ghosts^  Hobgoblins,  Sprites^  and  Apparitions 

One  learned  gentltman,  "  a  sage  grave  man," 
Talk'd  of  the  Ghcst  in  Hamlet,  "sheath'd  in  steel;"— 

His  well-read  friend,  who  next  to  speak  began. 
Said,  "  Tliat  was  Poetry,  and  nothing  real ;" 

A  third,  of  more  extensive  learning,  ran 

To  Sir  George  Villiers'  Ghost,  and  Mrn.  Veal ; 

Of  sheeted  Sj^ectres  8[X)ke  with  sliorten'd  breath, 

And  thrice  he  quoted  **Drelineourt  on  DeatlL*' 

Nick  smoked,  and  smoked,  and  trembled  as  he  heard 
The  point  discussed,  and  all  they  said  upon  it^ 

How,  frequently,  some  raurder'd  man  appear'd. 
To  tell  his  wife  and  children  who  had  done  it; 

Or  how  a  Miser's  ghost,  with  grisly  beard. 
And  pale  lean  visage,  in  an  old  Scotch  bonnet, 

Wander'd  about  to  watch  his  burie<l  money  1 

When  all  at  once  Nick  heard  the  clock  strike  One, — he 

Sprang  from  his  seat^  not  doubting  but  a  lecture 
Impended  from  his  fond  and  faithful  She ; 
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Not  eould  he  well  to  pardon  him  expcH  her» 
Fur  he  had  promised  to  "  be  home  to  tea ; ' 

But  haying  luckily  the  key  o*  the  back  Q-^r, 
He  fondly  hoped  that>  un|>erceived,  he 

Miglit  creep  up  stairs  again,  pretend  to  doze, 

And  hoax  liis  spouse  with  music  from  his  nose^ 

Vain,  fruitless  hope — ^The  wearied  sentinel 

At  eye  may  overlook  the  crouching  foe, 
Till  ere  his  hand  can  sound  tlie  alarum-bell. 

He  sinks  beneath  the  unexpected  blow ; 
Before  the  whiskers  of  Grimalkin  fell, 

When  slumbering  on  her  post^  the  mouse  may  go  ;^ 
But  woman,  wakeful  woman,  's  never  weary, 
—-Above  all,  when  she  waits  to  thump  her  deary. 

Soon  MrsL  Mason  heard  the  well-known  tread ; 

She  heard  the  key  slow  creaking  in  the  door. 
Spied  through  the  gloom  obscure,  towards  the  bed 

Nick  creeping  soft)  as  oft  he  had  crept  before ; 
Wlien,  bang,  she  threw  a  something  at  his  head. 

And  Nick  at  once  lay  prostrate  on  the  floor; 
'While  she  exclaimed  with  her  indignant  face  on,*- 
"How  dare  you  use  your  wife  so^  Mr.  Mason! " 

Spare  we  to  tell  how  fiercely  she  debated. 

Especially  the  length  of  her  oration, — 
Spare  we  to  tell  how  Nick  expostulated, 

Ronsed  by  the  bump  into  a  good  set  passion. 
So  great,  that  more  than  once  he  execrated, 

Kre  he  crawl'd  into  bed  in  his  usual  fashion , 
—The  Muses  hate  brawls ;  suffice  it  then  to  say. 
He  duck'd  beneath  the  clothes — and  there  he  lay  1 

"Twas  now  the  very  witching  time  of  night, 

When  churchyards  groan,  and  graves  give  up  their  deud 
And  many  a  mischievous,  enfranchised.  Sprite 

Had  long  since  burst  his  bonds  of  stone  or  leac^ 
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And  hurried  off,  wiih  sclioollMiy-like  delight^ 

To  pluy  his  pruiiks  nesir  some  |MHir  wretvhV  bee 
Sleeping  jwrhajwi  serenely  as  a  jior[)oi8e, 
Isor  dreaming  uf  thiii  lieudi^h  Habeas  Corpus 

Not  60  our  Nicliolas,  his  meditations 

Still  to  the  same  tremendous  theme  recurred. 
The  same  dread  subject  of  tlie  dark  narrations^ 

Whicli,  back'd  with  such  authority,  he'd  heard 
Lost  in  his  own  horrific  contemplations^ 

He  ponder'd  o'er  eacli  well-remember*d  word ; 
When  at  his  bed's  foot»  close  beside  the  post^ 

He  verily  believed  he  saw — a  Ghost  I 

Plain  and  more  plain  tlic  unsubstantial  S[>rite 
To  his  astonished  gaze  each  moment  grew ; 

Ghastly  and  gaunt,  it  rear'd  its  shadowy  height^ 
Of  more  than  mortal  seeming  to  tlie  view. 

And  round  its  long,  thin,  bony  fingers  drew 
A  tatter'd  winding-sheet,  of  couree  all  »/«•/*;—. 

Tlie  moon  that  moment  peeping  through  a  cloud, 

Nick  very  plainly  saw  it  through  tlie  aliraudl 

And  now  tliose  matted  locks,  which  never  yet 
Had  yielded  to  the  comb's  unkind  divorce, 

Tlieir  long-contracted  amity  forget, 
And  Bpring  asunder  with  elastic  force ; 

Nay,  e'en  the  very  cap,  of  texture  coarse. 

Whose  ruby  cincture  crown'd  that  brow  of  J6^ 

Uprose  m  agony — the  Gorgon's  head 

Was  but  a  type  of  Nick's  up-squatting  in  the  b€. 

From  every  pore  distill'd  a  clammy  dew, 

Quaked  every  limb, — the  candle  too  no  doub'; 

En  reg!fj  would  have  burnt  extremely  blue, 
But  Nick  unluckily  had  put  it  out; 

And  he,  though  naturally  bold  and  stout^ 
In  shorty  was  in  a  most  tremendous  stew  ;— 
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The  room  was  filled  with  a  sulphureous  smell. 
But  where  that  came  from  Mason  could  not  tell. 

All  motionless  the  Spectre  stood, — ^and  now 
Its  revVend  form  more  clearly  shone  confest ; 

From  the  pale  cheek  a  beard  of  purest  snow 
Descended  o'er  its  venerable  breast ; 

The  thin  grey  hairs,  that  crown'd  its  furroVd  brow, 
Told  of  years  long  gone  by. — ^An  awful  guest 

It  stood,  and  with  an  action  of  command, 

Beckon*d  the  Cobbler  with  its  wan  right  hand. 

"Whence,  and  what  art  thou,  Execrable  Shape f  ** 
Kick  tnig/U  have  cried,  could  he  have  found  a  tongue^ 

But  his  distended  jaws  could  only  gape. 
And  not  a  sound  upon  the  welkin  rung. 

His  gooseberry  orbs  seem*d  as  they  would  have  sprung 
Forth  from  tlicir  sockets, — ^like  a  frightened  Ape 

He  sat  upon  his  haunches,  bolt  upright, 

And  shook,  and  grinu'd,  and  chatter'd  with  afiright 

And  still  the  shadowy  finger,  long  and  lean, 
Kow  beckon'd  Nick,  now  pointed  to  the  door; 

And  many  an  ireful  glance,  and  frown,  between, 
Tlie  angry  visage  of  the  Phantom  wore, 

As  if  quite  vex'd  that  Nick  would  do  no  more 
Tlian  stare,  without  e'en  asking,  "What  d'ye  meanP 

Because,  as  we  are  told, — a  sad  old  joke  too, — 

Ghosts,  like  the  ladies,  "  never  speak  till  spoke  to.** 

Cowards,  *tis  said,  in  certain  situations, 

Derive  a  sort  of  courage  from  despair, 
And  Uien  perform,  from  downright  desperation, 

Much  more  than  many  a  bolder  man  would  dare 
llick  saw  the  Ghost  was  getting  in  a  passion. 

And  therefore,  groping  till  he  found  the  chair. 
Seized  on  his  awl,  crept  softly  out  of  bed. 
And  follow'd  quaking  where  the  SpMtre  l«dL 
5* 
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&.nd  down  the  winding  stair,  with  noiseless  tread, 
The  teuAut  of  the  tomb  pass'd  slowly  on. 

Each  mazy  turning  of  the  humble  shed 
Seem*d  to  his  step  at  cnce  familiar  grown. 

So  safe  and  sure  tlie  labyrinth  did  he  tread 
As  though  the  domicile  had  been  his  own, 

Tliough  Nick  himself  in  pacing  through  the  shop^ 

Had  almost  broke  his  nose  against  tlie  mop. 

Despite  its  wooden  bolt»  with  jarring  sound. 

The  door  upon  its  hinges  'pen  flew ; 
And  forth  the  Spirit  issued, — ^yet  around 

It  turn'd  as  if  its  follower's  fears  it  knew, 
And,  once  more  beckoning,  pointed  to  the  mound, 

Tlie  antique  Keep,  on  which  tiie  bright  moon  threw 
Willi  such  effulgeuce  her  mild  silvery  gleam. 
The  visionary  form  seem'd  melting  in  her  beam. 

Beneath  a  pond'rous  archway's  sombre  shade, 
Where  once  the  huge  portcullis  swung  sublime, 

"Mid  ivied  battlements  in  ruin  laid. 
Sole,  sad  memorials  of  the  olden  time, 

The  Phantom  held  its  way, — and  though  afraid. 
Even  of  the  owls  that  sung  their  vesj^er  chime^ 

Pale  Nich<»las  pursued,  its  steps  attending, 

And  wondering  what  on  earth  it  all  would  end  ia 

Within  the  mouldering  fabric's  deep  recess 

At  length  they  reach  a  court  obscure  and  lone  ;— 

It  seemM  a  drear  and  desolate  wilderness, 
The  blacken'd  walls  with  ivy  all  o'ergrown ; 

The  night-bird  shriekM  her  n<»te  of  wild  distress 
Disturb'd  upon  her  solitary  throne. 

As  though  indignant  mortal  step  should  dare, 

80  led,  at  such  an  hour,  to  venture  there  I 

^The  A  pparition  pnused,  and  would  have  spoke 
Pointing  to  what  Nick  thought  an  iron  rin^ 
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But  then  a  n>^ighbonring  chanticleer  awoVe, 

And  loudly  *gan  hia  early  matins  sing ; 
And  then  *'  it  started  like  a  guilty  thing," 

As  that  shrill  clarion  Uie  silence  broke. 
— ^We  know  how  much  dead  gentlefolks  eschew 
The  appalling  sound  of  "Cock-a-doodle-do  T 

The  vision  was  no  more — and  Nick  alon»— 
**  His  streamers  waving^  in  the  midnight  wind. 

Which  through  the  ruins  ceased  not  to  groan ; 
— ills  garment^  too,  was  somewhat  short  behind, — 

And,  worst  of  all,  he  knew  not  where  to  find 
The  ring, — which  made  him  most  his  fate  bemoan— 

Tlie  iron  ring — no  doubt  of  some  trap  door, 

'Neath  which  the  old  dead  Miser  kepi  his  store. 

••  What's  to  be  done?"  he  cried,  "  Twere  vain  to  stay 

Here  in  the  dark  without  a  sins^le  clue — 
Oh,  for  a  candle  now,  or  moonlight  ray  I 

'Fore  George,  Fm  vastly  puzzled  what  to  do," 
(Then  clapped  his  hand  behind) — "Tb  chilly  too— 

111  mark  the  spot>  and  come  again  by  day. 
What  can  I  mark  it  by  ? — C)h,  here's  the  wall — 
The  mortar's  yielding — ^Here  I'll  stick  my  awl !" 

Then  rose  from  eartli  to  sky  a  withering  shriek, 

A  loud,  a  long  protracted  note  of  woe, 
Snch  as  when  tempests  roar,  and  timbers  creak, 

And  o'er  the  side  the  masts  in  thunder  go ; 
While  on  the  deck  resistless  billows  break. 

And  drag  their  victims  to  the  gulfs  below ; — 
Such  was  the  scream  when,  for  the  want  of  candle^ 
Nick  Mason  drove  his  awl  in  up  to  the  handle. 

Scared  by  his  Lady's  heart-appalling  cry. 

Vanished  at  once  poor  Mason's  golden  dream — 

For  dream  it  was ; — and  all  his  visions  high. 
Of  wealth  ani  grandeur,  fled  before  that 
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And  still  he  listens  with  averted  ey% 

Wh«*D  gibing  neighbours  make  '*  the  Ghosts  their  theme; 
Wliile  ever  from  that  hour  thcj  all  declare 
That  Airs.  Mason  used  a  cushion  in  her  chair  I 


Confound  not,  I  beseech  thee,  reader,  the  subject  of 
the  following  monody  with  the  hapless  hero  of  the  tea- 
urn,  Cupid,  of  "  Yow-Yow"-ing  memory.  Tray  was  an 
attached  favourite  of  many  years'  standing.  Most 
people  worth  loving  have  had  a  friend  of  this  kind ; 
Lord  Byron  savs  he  '*  never  had  but  one,  and  here  he 
(the  dog,  not  the  nobleman,)  lies  I" 
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PtT  Tray  ckarmaMt ! 
Poor  Traf  d»  mom  JImi  I 

Dog-hmrjf^  and  Vorgtrtt 

Oh  !  where  shftll  I  bury  my  poor  dog  Tray, 
Now  his  fleeting  breath  hais  passed  away  f-— 
Seventeen  years  I  can  yenture  to  say. 
Have  I  seen  him  gambol,  and  frolic,  and  plfy, 
Evermore  happy,  and  frisky,  and  gay, 
As  though  every  one  of  his  months  was  May, 
And  the  whole  of  his  life  one  long  holiday- 
Now  he's  a  lifeless  lump  of  clay, 
Oh !  where  shall  I  bury  my  faithful  Troy  f 

I  am  almost  tempted  to  think  it  hard 

That  it  may  not  be  there,  in  yon  sunny  churchyard. 

Where  the  green  willows  wave 

0*er  the  peaceful  grave. 
Which  holds  all  that  once  was  honest  and  brave^ 
Kind,  and  courteous^  and  faithful,  and  true ; 
Qualities^  Tray,  that  were  found  in  you. 
But  it  may  not  be — ^yon  sacred  ground. 
By  holiest  feelings  fenced  around, 
Mny  ne'er  within  its  hallow'd  bound 
Receive  the  dust  of  a  soul-less  hound. 

I  would  not  place  him  in  yonder  fane. 

Where  tlie  mid-day  sun  through  the  storied  paa« 

Throws  oDrtha  pavement  a  crimson  staia ; 
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Where  the  banners  of  chivalry  heavily  swing 
O'er  the  pinnacled  tomb  of  the  Warrior  King, 
With  helmet  and  shield,  and  all  that  sort  of  thin^ 

No!  come  what  may, 

My  gentle  Tray 
Shan't  be  an  intruder  on  bluff  Harry  Tudor, 
Or  panoplied  monarchs  yet  eai'lier  and  ruder 

Whom  you  see  on  their  back^ 

In  stone  or  in  wax. 
Though  the  Sacristans  now  are  "  forbidden  to  ax" 
For  what  Mister  llume  calls  "  a  scandalous  tax ;" 
While  the  Chartists  insist  they've  a  right  to  go  snackiL*  • 
No ! — ^IVay's  humble  tomb  would  look  but  shabby 
'Mid  the  sculptured  shrines  of  Uiat  gorgeous  Abbojr. 

Besides,  in  the  place 

Tliey  say  there's  not  space 
To  bury  what  wet-nurses  call  "  a  Babby." 
Even  ''Rare  Ben  Jonson,"  that  famous  wight^ 
I  am  told,  b  interr'd  there  bolt  upright^ 
In  just  such  a  posture,  beneath  his  bust^ 
As  Tray  used  to  sit  in  to  beg  for  a  crust 

The  epitaph,  too. 

Would  scarcely  do 
For  what  could  it  say,  but  "  Here  lies  Tray, 
A  very  good  kind  of  a  dog  in  his  day  ?** 
And  satirical  folks  might  be  apt  to  imagine  it 
Meant  as  a  quiz  on  the  House  of  Plantagenet 


No !  no ! — ^The  abbey  may  do  very  well 

For  a  feudal  "  Nob,"  or  poetical  "  Swell,** 

"  Crusaders,"  or  "Poets,"  or  "  Knights  of  St  John," 

Or  Knights  of  St  John's  Wood,  who  once  went  on 

To  the  ft (istlr  of  €trooiie  l.ot1ir  £gIfnjQ[toiine* 

C«nmt  Fiddle-furokin,  and  Lord  Fiddle  faddle, 

"Sir  Craven,"  "Sir  Gael,"  and  "Sir  Campbell  of  SaddelL' 

(W^ho.  as  poor  Hook  said,  when  he  heard  of  the  fcati 

"  Was  somehow  knock'd  out  of  his  family-scat ; " 
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Th«  Esquires  of  the  body 

To  my  Lord  Tomnoddy ; 
•Sir  Fairlie,"  "Sir  Lamb," 
And  Uie  **  Kuight  of  the  Kam," 
The  **  Knight  of  the  Rose,*'  and  the  **  Knight  of  the  Dragon,* 

Who,  save  at  the  flagon, 

And  prog  in  the  wagon, 
TTie  newspapers  tell  us  did  little  "  to  brag  on ; " 
And  more,  though  the  Muse  knows  but  little  concerning  'em, 
**Sir  Uopkius,"  '*S)ir  Popkins,"  "Sir  Gage,"  and  "Sir  Jerning 

ham." 
All  Preux  ChevaHera,  ih  friendly  rivalry 
Who  should  best  bring  back  the  glory  of  Chi-valry. — 
—(Pray  be  so  good,  for  the  sake  of  my  song, 
To  pronounce  here  the  ante-penultimate  long ; 
Or  some  hyper-critic  will  certainly  cry, 
•*  The  word  *  Chivalry  *  is  but  a  *  rhyme  to  the  eye.*  * 

And  I  own  it  is  clear 

A  fastidious  ear 
Will  be,  more  or  less,  always  annoy'd  with  you  when  yoa  m 
sert  any  rhjme  that's  not  perfectly  genuine. 

As  to  pleasing  the  "  eye  " 

Tisn't  worth  while  to  try, 
Since  Moore  and  Tom  Campbell  themselves  admit  **8pinach* 
Is  perfectly  antiphonetic  to  "  Greenwich.")^ 
But  stay  I — I  say  I — 
Let  me  pause  while  I  may — 
This  digression  is  leading  me  sadly  astray 
From  my  object — A  grave  for  my  poor  dog  Tray  I 

[  would  not  place  him  beneath  thy  walls. 

And  proud  o'ershadowing  dome,  St  Paul's  I 

Though  I  *ve  always  consider'd  Sir  Christopher  Wrei^ 

As  an  architect^  one  of  the  greatest  of  men ; 

And, — ^talking  of  Epitaphs, — Much  I  admire  hi% 

•*  Circunupiee,  »i  Monumentum  requiru;** 

Wliieh  an  erudite  Verger  translated  to  me, 

**V  von  ask  for  his  monumeat,  Sir-tome-tpsf-teei'"^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


112  THE    OrNOTAPR. 

No  I — ^I  should  not  Vnow  where 

To  place  liiin  there ; 
I  wonid  not  have  him  bj  Burly  Johnson  be;— 
Or  that  queer-looking  horse  that  is  rolling  on  Ponsonhj  ;— 

Or  those  uglj  minxes 

The  sister  S])hynxeSy 
Mix'd  creatures,  half  lady,  half  lioness,  ergo, 
(Denon  says,)  the  emblems  of  Leo  and  Vxtgo  ; 
On  one  of  the  backs  of  which  singular  jumble^ 
Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  is  going  to  tumble, 
With  a  tliump  which  alone  were  enough  to  des]>atch  him, 
If  the  Scotchman  in  front  shouldn't  happen  to  cateh  him. 

No  I  I  *d  not  have  him  there, — nor  nearer  the  door, 
Wliere  the  man  and  the  Angel  have  got  Sir  John  Moore^* 
And  are  quietly  letting  him  down  through  the  floor, 
By  Gillespie,  tiie  one  who  escaped,  at  Yellore^ 

Alone  from  the  row  ; — 

Neither  he,  nor  Lord  Howe 
Would  like  to  be  plagued  with  a  little  Bow-wow. 

No,  Tray,  we  must  yield. 

And  go  further  a-field ; 
To  lay  you  by  Nelson  were  downright  effront'ry ; 
—Well  bo  off  from  the  City,  and  look  at  the  oountty. 

It  shall  not  be  there, 

In  that  sepulchred  square, 
Where  folks  are  interred  for  the  sake  of  the  air, 
(Tliough,  pay  but  the  dues,  they  could  hardly  refuM 
To  Tray  what  they  grant  to  Thuggs.  and  Hindoos, 
Turks^  Infidels,  Heretics,  Jumpers,  and  Jews,) 

Where  the  tombstones  are  placed 

In  the  very  he^  teute. 

At  the  feet  and  the  head 

Of  the  elegant  Dead, 
And  no  one's  received  who  *8  not  "  buried  in  lead ; 

•  0oe  noto  at  end  of  •"  The  Qrnotaplk'' 
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For,  there  lie  the  bones  of  Deputy  Jones, 
Whom  the  widow's  tears,  and  the  orphan's  groans 
Affect4>(!  as  much  as  tliey  do  the  stones 
llis  executors  laid  on  the  Deputy's  bones ; 

Little  rest,  poor  knave  I 

Would  Tray  have  in  his  gra^e ; 

Since  Spirits,  'tis  plain. 

Are  sent  back  again, 
To  roam  round  their  bodies, — ^the  bad  ones  in  piiiii,  — 
Dragging  after  them  sometimes  a  heavy  jack  chain ; 
Whenever  they  met.,  alarm'd  by  its  groans,  hia 
Ghost  all  night  long  would  be  barking  at  Joner& 

Xor  shall  he  be  laid 

By  Unit  cross  Old  Maid, 
Miss  Penelope  Bird,~-of  whom  it  is  said 
All  the  dogs  in  the  paris^h  were  ever  afraid. 

He  must  not  be  placed 

By  one  so  strait-laced 
In  her  temper,  her  taste,  and  her  morals^  and  waist. 
For,  'tis  said,  when  she  went  up  to  heaven,  and  St  I'omt, 

Who  happened  to  meet  her. 

Came  forward  to  greet  her 
She  pursed  up  with  scorn  every  vinegar  featare, 
And  bade  him  "Get  out  for  a  horrid  Male  Creature! " 
So,  the  Saint,  after  looking  as  if  he  could  eat  her, 
Not  knowing,  perhaps,  very  well  how  to  treat  her, 
And  not  being  willing,^-or  able, — ^to  beat  her, 
Sent  her  back  to  her  giave  till  her  temper  grew  sweeter, 
With  an  epithet — ^which  I  decline  to  repeat  here. 

No, — ^if  Tray  were  interr'd 

By  Penelope  Bird, 
No  dog  would  be  e'er  so  be-"  whelp  "  'd  and  be-**cup  Vd— 
All  the  night  long  her  cantankerous  Sprite 
Would  be  running  about  in  the  pale  moon-light^ 
Chasing  him  round,  and  attempting  to  lick 
The  ghost  of  poor  Tray  with  the  ghost  of  a  sdok 
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Stay !— -let  me  see  I— 

Ay — here  it  shall  bo 
At  the  root  of  tlii^  ^iiurled  aiul  time-worn  trM^ 

\Vh<*re  Tray  and  I 

Would  often  lie, 
And  watch  the  bright  clouds  as  they  floated  by 
In  the  broad  expanse  of  the  clear  blue  sky, 
When  the  sun  was  bidding  the  world  good  b'ye ; 
And  the  plaintive  Nightingale,  warbling  nigh, 
Poured  forth  her  mournful  melody ; 
Wliile  the  tender  Wood-pigeon's  cooing  cry 
Has  made  me  say  to  myselfj  with  a  sigli, 
"  Uow  nice  you  would  eat  with  a  steak  in  a  pie !  * 

Ay,  here  it  shall  be ! — far,  far  from  the  view 
Of  the  noisy  world  and  its  maddening  crew. 

Simple  and  few, 

Tender  and  true 
The  lines  o*er  liis  grave. — ^Tliey  have,  some  of  them  tcM^ 
The  advantage  of  being  remarkably  new. 

JSpitaph. 

Affliction  soro 

Long  time  he  bore, 
Physicians  were  in  vain  I — 

Grown  blind,  alasl  he'd 

Some  Prufisic  ^cid. 
And  that  put  him  out  of  his  pain 


Note,  page  112. 

in  the  autumn  of  1824,  Captain  Med  win  having  hinted 
that  certain  beautiful  lines  on  the  burial  of  this  gallant 
officer  might  have  been  the  production  of  Lord  Byron's 
Muse,  the  late  Mr.  Sydney  Taylor,  somewhat  indignant- 
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ly,  claimed  them  for  their  rightful  owner,  the  late  Rev, 
Charles  Wolfe.  During  the  controversy  a  third  claim- 
ant started  up  in  the  person  of  a  soi-diaant  "  Doctor 
Marshall,"  who  turned  out  to  be  a  Durham  blacksmith, 
and  his  pretensions  a  hoax.  It  was  then  that  a  certain 
**  Doctor  Peppercorn  "  put  fortli  his  pretensions  to  what 
he  averred  was  the  only  "  true  and  original "  version, 


Not  a  9(nu  had  he  got» — not  a  guinea  or  note^ 
And  he  looked  confoundedly  flurried. 

As  he  bolted  away  without  paying  his  shot^ 
And  the  Landlady  after  him  hurried. 

We  saw  him  again  at  dead  of  nighty 

When  home  from  the  Club  returning* 

We  twigg'd  the  Doctor  beneath  the  light 
Of  the  gas-lamp  brilliantly  burning. 

All  bare,  and  exposed  to  the  midnight  dews, 
Reclined  in  the  gutter  we  found  him : 

And  he  looked  like  a  gentleman  taking  a  snooze. 
With  his  MariiuUl  cloak  around  him. 

•Tlie  Doctor  's  as  drunk  as  the  d ^,"  we  said. 

And  we  managed  a  shutter  to  borrow ; 
We  raised  him,  and  sigh'd  at  the  thought  that  his  head 
Would  "  consumedly  ache  "  on  the  morrow. 

We  bore  him  home,  and  we  put  him  to  bed. 
And  we  told  his  wife  and  his  daughter 

To  give  him,  next  morning,  a  couple  of  red 
Herrings,  with  soda-water. — 

Loudly  they  talk'd  of  liis  money  that 's  gone, 
And  his  Lady  began  to  upbraid  him ; 

But  little  he  reck'd,  so  they  let  him  snore  on 
'Neath  the  counterpane  just  as  we  laid  him. 
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We  tuck'd  him  in,  and  had  hardly  done 
When,  beneath  the  window  calling; 

We  heard  the  rough  voice  of  a  son  of  a  gan 
Of  a  watchman  "  One  o'clock  T  bawling 

SIowlj  and  sadly  we  all  walked  down 

From  his  room  in  tlie  nppermost  story ; 

A  ruvhlight  we  placed  on  tlie  cold  hearth-stone^ 
And  we  left  him  alone  in  his  glory  1 1 


EIos  e^o  versiculos  feci,  tulit  alter  lionorcs. 

VlROIL. 

[  wrote  the  linoi— •  *  owned  them — ^he  told  stories  I 

Thomas  Ikooldsbt 
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THE    LEECH    OF   FOLKESTONE. 

Reader,  were  you  ever  bewitched  ? — I  do  not  mean 
by  a  "  white  wench's  black  eye,"  or  by  love-jiotions  im- 
bibed from  a  ruby  lip; — but,  were  you  ever  really  and 
bond  fide  bewitched,  in  the  true  Matthew  llo]ikin$  sense 
of  the  word  I  Did  you  ever,  for  insUmce.  find  yourself 
from  head  to  heel  one  vast  complication  of  cramps  ? — 
or  burst  out  into  sudorific  exudation  like  a  cold  thaw, 
with  the  thermometer  at  zero  ? — Were  your  eyes  ever 
turned  upside  down,  exhibiting  nothing  but  tlieii  • 
whites  ? — Did  you.  ever  vomit  a  pa|)er  of  crooked  pins  ? 
or  expectorate  Whitechapel  needles  ? — These  are  genu- 
ine and  undoubted  marks  of  possession ;  and  if  you 
never  experienced  any  of  them, — why,  "  happy  man  be 
his  dole  1" 

Yet  such  things  have  been  :  yea,  we  are  a.«sured,  and 
that  on  no  mean  authority,  still  are. 

The  World,  according  to  the  best  geographers,  is 
divided  into  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  America,  an<l  Romney 
Marsh.  In  this  last-named,  and  fifth,  quarter  of  \\\o 
globe,  a  Witch  may  still  be  occasionally  diseovereil  iti 
favourable,  t.  e.  stormy  seasons,  weathering  Dungenes^^ 
Point  in  an  egg-shell,  or  careering  on  her  broomstick 
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• 

over  Dymcliurch  wall.  A  cow  may  yet  be  sometimes 
seen  galloping  like  mad,  with  tail  erect,  and  an  old  pair 
of  breeches  on  her  horns,  an  unerring  guide  to  the  door 
of  the  crone  whose  magic  arts  have  drained  her  udder. 
T  do  not,  however,  remember  to  have  heard  that  any 
Conjuror  has,  of  late,  been  detected  in  the  district. 

Not  many  miles  removed  from  the  verge  of  this 
recondite  region,  stands  a  collection  of  houses,  which 
its  maligners  call  a  fishing-town,  and  its  well-wishers  a 
Watering-place.  A  limb  of  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  it 
has,  (or  lately  had,)  a  corjwration  of  its  own,  and  has 
been  thought  considerable  enough  to  give  a  second 
title  to, a  noble  family.  Rome  stood  on  seven  hills; 
Folkestone  seems  to  have  been  built  upon  seventy. 
Its  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys, — fanciful  distinctions  with- 
out much  real  difference, — are  agreeable  enough  to  per- 
sons who  do  not  mind  running  up  and  down  stairs ; 
and  the  only  inconvenience  at  all  felt  by  such  of  its 
inhabitants  as  are  not  asthmatic,  is  when  some  heedless* 
urchin  tumbles  down  a  chimney,  or  an  impertinent 
pedestrian  peeps  into  a  garret  window. 

At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  town,  on  the  sea- 
beach,  and  scarcely  above  high  water  mark,  stood,  in 
the  good  old  times,  a  row  of  houses  then  denominated 
"  Frog-hole."  Modern  refinement  subsequently  eupho- 
nized the  name  into  **  East  street :"  but  "  what's  in  a 
name  ?" — the  encroachments  of  Ocean  have  long  since 
levelled  all  in  one  common  ruin. 

Here,  in  the  eariy  part  of  the  sevente»>nth  century, 
flourished  in  somewhat  doubtful  reputation,  but  com- 
parative opulence,  a  compounder  of  medicines,  one 
Master  £rasmus  Buokthorne ;    the   effluvia  of  whose 
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drugv  from  wiUiin,  Tningling  agreeably  with  the  ^  ancient 
and  fish-like  smells"  from  without,  wafted  a  delicious 
perfume  throughout  the  neighbourhood. 

At  seven  of  the  clock,  on  the  morning  when  Mrs. 
Botherby's  narrative  commences,  a  stout  Suffolk  "  punch," 
about  thirteen  hands  and  a  half  in  height,  was  slowly 
led  up  and  down  before  the  door  of  the  pharmacopolist 
by  a  lean  and  withered  lad,  whose  appearance  warranted 
an  opinion,  pretty  generally  expressed,  that  his  master 
found  him  as  useful  in  ex|)erimentalizing  as  in  house- 
hold drudgery ;  and  that,  for  every  pound  avoirdupoise 
of  solid  meat,  he  swallowed,  at  the  least,  two  pounds 
troy  weight  of  chemicals  and  galenicals.  As  the  town 
clock  struck  the  quarter,  Master  Buckthome  emerged 
from  his  laboratory,  and,  putting  the  key  carefully  into 
his  pocket,  mounte<l  the  surefooted  cob  aforesaid,  and 
proceeded  up  and  down  the  acclivities  and  declivities  of 
the  town  wiUi  the  gravity  due  to  his  station  and  pro- 
fession. When  he  reached  the  open  country,  his  pace 
was  increased  to  a  sedate  canter,  which,  in  somewhat 
more  than  Jialf  an  hour,  brought  '^  the  horse  and  his 
rider  "  in  front  of  a  handsome  and  substantial  mansion, 
the  numerous  gable-ends  and  bayed  windows  of  which 
bespoke  the  owner  a  man  of  worship,  and  one  well  to 
do  in  the  world. 

"How  now,  Hodge  Gardener!"  quoth  the  Leech, 
scarcely  drawing  bit ;  for  Punch  seemed  to  be  aware 
'that  he  had  reached  his  destination,  and  paused  of  his 
own  accord ;  **  How  now,  man  ?  How  fares  thine  em- 
ployer, worthy  Master  l^Iarsli  ?  How  hath  he  done  * 
How  hath  he  slept  I — My  i)otion  hath  done  its  office 
flar 
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"  Alack  I  ill  at  ease,  worthy  sir — ill  at  ease,"  returned 
the  hind  ;  ^*  his  honour  is  up  and  stirring ;  but  he  hath 
rested  none,  and  complaineth  that  the  same  gnawitig 
])ain  devouretli,  as  it  were,  his  very  vitals ;  in  sooth  he 
is  ill  at  ease." 

**  Morrow,  doctor !"  interrupted  a  voice  from  a  case- 
ment opening  on  the  lawn.  *'Good  morrow!  I  have 
looked  for,  longed  for,  thy  coming  this  hour  and  more ; 
enter  at  once ;  the  pasty  and  tankard  are  impatient  for 
thine  atUck!" 

"Marry,  Ueaven  forbid  that  I  should  baulk  their 
fancy !"  quoth  the  Leech  sotlo  voce,  as,  abandoning  the 
bridle  to  honest  Ilodge,  he  dismounted,  and  followed  a 
buxom-looking  handmaiden  into  the  breakfast  parlour. 

There,  at  the  head  of  his  well-furnished  board,  sat 
Master  Thomas  Marsh,  of  Marston-hall,  a  Yeoman  well 
respected  in  his  degree :  one  of  that  sturdy  and  sterling 
class  which,  taking  rank  immediately  below  the  Esquire, 
(a  title  in  its  origin  purely  military,)  occupied,  in  the 
wealthier  counties,  the  position  in  society  now  filled  by 
the  Country  (rcntleman.  lie  was  one  of  those  of  whom 
the  proverb  ran  : 

'*  A  Kni^rbt  of  Cale^ 
A  G'eiiUf  inHn  of  Waleis 

And  a  Laird  of  the  North  Countreo ; 
A  Vctmiaii  of  Kent. 
Wilh  his  yearly  reut, 

Will  buy  them  out  all  throo  !** 

A  cold  sirloin,  big  enough  to  frighten  a  Frenchman, 
filled  the  place  of  honour,  counter-cheekiHl  by  a  game- 
pie  of  no  stinted  dimensions ;  while  a  silver  fiagon  of 
'<  humming-bub," — viz,  ale  strong   enou^s^h   to  blow  a 
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man^s  beaver  off, — smiled  opposite  in  treacherous 
aruenitj.  The  sideboard  groaned  l)eneath  sundry 
mjujsive  cups  and  waiters  of  the  purest  silver ;  while  the 
hu^je  skull  of  a  fallow  deer,  with  its  branching  horns, 
frowned  majestically  above.  All  spoke  of  affluence,  of 
comfort, — all  save  the  master,  whose  restless  eye  and 
feverish  look  hinted  but  too  plainly  the  severest  mental 
or  bodily  disorder.  By  the  side  of  the  proprietor  of  the 
manMon  sat  his  consort,  a  lady  now  past  the  bloom  of 
youth,  yet  still  retaining  many  of  its  charms.  The  clear 
olive  of  her  complexion,  and  "  the  darkness  of  her  Anda- 
lusian  eye,"  at  once  betrayed  her  foreign  origin  ;  in  fact, 
her  ''  lord  and  master,"  as  husbands  were  even  then,  by 
a  legal  fiction,  denominated,  had  taken  her  to  his  bosom 
in  a  foreign  country.  The  cadet  of  his  family,  Master 
Thomas  Marsh,  had  early  in  life  been  engaged  in  com- 
Uierce.  In  the  pursuit  of  his  vocation  he  had  visited 
Antwerp,  Hamburg,  and  most  of  the  Hanse  Towns ;  and 
had  already  formed  a  tender  connexion  with  the  orphan 
offhpring  of  one  of  old  Alva's  officere,  when  the  unex- 
pt^cted  deaths  of  one  immediate,  and  two  presumptive, 
Iieirs  placed  him  next  in  succession  to  the  family  acres. 
He  married,  and  brought  home  his  bride ;  who,  by  the 
decease  of  the  venerable  possessor,  heart-broken  at  the 
h)3s  of  his  elder  children,  became  eventually  lady  of 
Marston-Hall.  It  has  been  said  that  she  was  beautiful, 
yet  was  her  beauty  of  a  character  that  operates  on  the 
fancy  more  than  the  affections;  she  was  one  to  be 
admired  lather  than  loved.  The  proud  curl  of  her  lip, 
the  firmtn'ss  of  her  troad,  her  arched  brow,  and  sUitely 
carriage,  showed  the  decision,  not  to  say  haughtiness,  of 
ner  soul;   while  her  glances,  whether  lightening  with 

riKST    8KFJE8.  6 
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anger,  or  melting  in  extreme  softness,  betrayed  iLe 
existence  of  passions  as  intense  in  kind  as  opposite  in 
quality.  She  rose  as  Erasmus  entered  the  parlour,  and, 
bestowing  on  him  a  look  fraught  with  meaning,  quitted 
the  room,  leaving  him  in  unrestrained  communication 
with  his  patient. 

"  'Fore  George,  Master  Buckthorne  !"  exclaimed  the 
latter,  as  the  Leech  drew  near,  "  I  will  no  more  of  your 
pharmacy ; — burn,  burn — gnaw,  gnaw, — I  had  as  lief 
the  foul  fiend  were  in  ray  gizzard  as  one  of  your  drugs. 
Tell  me  in  the  devil's  name,  what  is  the  matter  with  me  T* 

Thus  conjured,  the  practitioner  paused,  and  even 
turned  somewhat  pale.  There  was  a  perceptible  falter- 
ing in  his  voice,  as,  evading  the  question,  he  asked, 
"  Wliat  say  yc!ir  other  physicians  ?" 

**  Doctor  Phiz  says  it  is  wind, — Doctor  Fuz  says  it  is 
water, — and  Doctor  Buz  says  it  is  something  between 
wind  and  water." 

"  They  are  all  of  them  wrong,"  said  Erasmus  Buck- 
thorne. 

"Truly,  I  think  so,"  returned  the  patient,  "The} 
are  manifest  asses ;  but  you,  good  Leech,  you  are  a  hors^ 
of  another  colour.  The  world  talks  loudly  of  your 
learning,  your  skill,  and  cunning  in  arts  the  most 
abstruse ;  nay,  sooth  to  say,  some  look  coldly  on  you 
therefore,  and  stickle  not  to  aver  that  you  are  cate^ 
cousin  with  Ik^elzebub  himself." 

"  It  is  ever  the  fate  of  science,"  murmured  the  profes- 
sor, "  to  be  maligned  by  the  ignorant  and  supci-stitious. 
But  a  truce  with  such  folly; — let  me  examine  your 
palate." 

Master  Marsh  thrust  out  a  tongue  long,  clear,  and  n^ 
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as  beei-root.  "  There  is  nothing  wrong  there,''  said  the 
]joech.  **  Your  wrist: — no; — the  pulse  is  fii-m  and 
regular,  the  skin  cool  and  temperate.  Sir,  chere  is 
nothing  the  matter  with  jou  !" 

'*  Nothing  the  matter  with  me,  Sir  Totecary  ? — Bui 
I  tell  you  there  is  the  matter  with  me, — much  the 
matter  with  me.  Why  is  it  that  something  seems  ever 
gnawing  at  my  heart-strings? — Whence  this  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  liver  ? — Why  is  it  that  I  sleep  not  o' 
nights, — ^rest  not  o'  days  ?     Why ^" 

"  You  are  fidgety.  Master  Marsh,"  said  the  doctor. 

Master  Marsh's  brow  grew  dark ;  he  half  rose  from 
his  seat,  supported  himself  by  both  hands  on  the  arms 
of  his  elbow-chair,  and  in  accents  of  mingled  anger  and 
astonishment  repeated  the  word  "  Fidgety  I" 

"Ay,  fidgety,"  returned  the  doctor  calmly.  "Tut, 
man,  there  is  naught  ails  thee  save  thine  own  over- ween- 
ing fancies.  Take  less  of  food,  more  air,  put  aside  thy 
flagon,  call  for  thy  horse ;  be  boot  and  saddle  the  word  I 
Why,— hast  thou  not  youth  I—" 

"  I  have,"  said  the  patient 

"  Wealth  and  a  fair  domain  ?" 

"  Granted,"  quoth  Marsh  cheerily. 

"And  a  fair  wife?" 

"  Yea,"  was  tlie  response,  but  in  a  tone  something  lest 
satisfied. 

"Then  arouse  thee,  man,  shake  off  this  fantasy. 
betake  thyself  to  thy  lawful  occasions, — use  thy  good 
lap, — follow  thy  pleasures,  and  ihink  no  more  of  these 
fancied  ailments." 

"But  I  tell  you,  master  mine,  these  ailments  are  not 
fanded.     1  lose  my  rest  I  loathe  my  food,  my  doublet 
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ititB  loosely  on  me, — these  racking  pains.  My  wife,  too, 
when  I  meet  her  gaze,  the  cold  sweat  stands  on  my 

forehead,  and  I  could  almost  think ^"     Marsh  paused 

abruptly,  mused  awhile,  then  added,  looking  steadily  at 
liis  visitor,  "  These  things  are  not  right ;  they  pass  the 
common,  Master  Erasmus  Buckthorne." 

A  slight  shade  crossed  the  brow  of  the  Leech,  but  its 
passage  was  momentary  ;  his  features  softened  to  a  smile 
in  which  pity  seemeil  slightly  blended  with  contempt 
**  Ilave  done  with  such  follies,  Master  Marsh.  You  are 
well,  an  you  would  but  think  so.  Ride,  I  say,  hunt, 
shoot,  do  anything,  —  disperse  these  melancholic 
humours,  and  become  yourself  again." 

"  Well,  I  will  do  your  bidding,"  said  Marsh,  thought- 
fully. "  It  may  be  so ;  and  yet, — but  I  will  do  your 
bidding.  Master  Cobbe  of  Brenzet  writes  me  that  he 
hath  a  score  or  two  of  fat  ewes  to  be  sold  a  penny- 
worth ;  I  had  thought  to  have  sent  Ralph  looker,  but 
I  will  essay  to  go  myself.  IIo,  there  ! — saddle  me  the 
brown  mare,  and  bid  Ral])h  be  ready  to  attend  me  on 
tlie  gelding." 

An  expression  of  pain  contracted  the  features  of 
Master  Marsh  as  he  rose  and  slowly  quitted  the 
apartment  to  prepare  for  his  journey  ;  while  the 
Leech,  having  bidden  him  farewell,  vanished  through 
an  opposite  door,  and  betook  himself  to  the  private 
boudour  of  the  fair  mistress  of  Marston,  mutU»ring 
as  he  went  a  quotation  from  a  then  newly-published 
play, 

"Not  poppy,  nor  mandrngora. 
Nor  oil  Uifdruwpy  8\rup«  of  the  world, 
Bhait  ovnr  mitlichiu  thfo  to  thai  8W<:et  tleep* 
Wttich  ihuu  uwuMsl  yesierdajr.** 
•  •  *  *  • 
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Of  what  passed  at  this  intervew  between  the 
Folkestone  doctor  and  the  fair  Spaniard,  Mrs.  BotherNy 
declares  she  could  never  obtain  any  satisfactory  elucida 
tion.  Not  that  tradition  is  silent  on  the  subject, — quite 
the  contrary ;  it  is  the  abundance,  not  paucity,  of  the 
materials  she  supplies,  and  the  consequent  embarrass- 
ment of  selection,  that  makes  the  difficulty.  Some 
have  averred  that  the  Leech,  whose  character,  as  haf 
been  before  hinted,  was  more  than  threadbare,  employed 
his  time  in  teaching  her  the  mode  of  administering 
certain  noxious  compounds,  the  unconscious  partaker 
whereof  would  pine  and  die  so  slowly  and  gradually  aa 
to  defy  suspicion.  Others  there  were  who  affirmed  that 
iiucifer  himself  was  then  and  there  raised  in  proprid 
pey'wndy  with  all  his  personal  attributes  of  horn  »iid 
hoof.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  they  adduce  tlie  te>ti- 
mony  of  the  aforesaid  buxom  housemaid,  who  protested 
that  the  Uall  smelt  that  evening  like  a  manufactory  of 
matches.  All,  however,  seemed  to  agree  that  the  con- 
fabulation, whethef  human  or  infernal,  was  conducted 
with  profound  secresy,  and  protracted  to  a  considerable 
length  ;  that  its  object,  as  far  as  could  be  divined,  meant 
Anjihmg  but  good  to  the  head  of  the  family  ;  that  the 
lady,  moreover,  was  heartily  tired  of  her  husband  ;  and 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  removal  by  disease  or  casualty, 
Master  Erasmus  Buckthorne,  albeit  a  great  philosophist, 
would  have  no  violent  objection  to  "  throw  physic  to 
the  dogs,^  and  exchange  his  laboratory  for  the  estate 
of  Marston,  its  live  stock  included.  Some,  too,  have 
inferred  that  to  him  did  Madam  Isabel  seriously  incline  ; 
while  others  have  thought,  indutxl  jx^rhaps  by  subse- 
quent events,  that  she  was  merely'  using  him  for  her 
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purposes  ;  that  one  Jos^,  a  tall,  bright-eyed,  hook- 
nostnl  stiipling  from  her  native  land,  was  a  personage 
not  UHiikely  to  put  a  spoke  in  the  doctor'^  wheel ;  and  that 
should  such  a  chance  arise,  tlie  Sage,  wise  as  he  was, 
would  after  all  run  no  slight  risk  of  being  "  bamboozled.** 

Master  Jose  was  a  youth  well-favoured,  and  ccmely 
to  look  upon.  Ills  office  was  that  of  page  to  the  dame ; 
an  office  which,  after  long  remaining  in  abeyance,  has 
been  of  late  years  revived,  as  may  well  be  seen  in  the 
persons  of  sundry  smart  hobbledehoys,  now  constantly  to 
be  met  with  on  staircases  and  in  boudoirs,  clad,  for  the 
most  part,  in  garments  fitted  tightly  to  the  shape,  the 
lower  moiety  adorned  with  a  broad  stripe  of  crimson  or 
silver  lace,  and  the  upper  with  what  the  first  Wit  of 
our  times  has  described  as  "  a  favourable  eruption  of 
buttons/'  The  precise  duties  of  this  employment  have 
never,  as  far  as  we  have  heard,  been  accurately  defined. 
The  perfuming  a  handkerchief,  the  combing  a  lap-dog, 
and  the  occasional  presentation  of  a  sippet-shaped  billet" 
doux,  are,  and  always  have  been,  among  them ;  but 
tliese  a  young  gentleman  standing  five  foot  ten,  and 
aged  nineteen  "  last  grass,"  might  well  be  supposed  to 
have  outgrown.  Jose,  however,  kept  his  place,  perhaps 
because  he  was  not  fit  for  any  other.  To  the  confer- 
ences between  his  mistrees  and  physician  he  had  not 
been  admitted  ;  his  post  was  to  keep  watch  and  ward 
in  the  ante-room ;  and,  when  the  interview  was  con- 
cluded, he  attended  the  lady  and  her  visitor  as  far  an 
the  court -yard,  where  he  held,  with  all  due  respect,  the 
stirrup  for  the  latter,  as  he  once  more  resumed  his 
position  on  the  1  ack  of  Punch. 

Who  was  it  that  says  ^  little  pitchers  have  laigf 
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ears  ?"  Some  deep  metaphysician  of  the  potteries,  who 
miglit  have  added  tliat  they  have  also  quick  eyes,  and 
Bonictimos  silent  tongues.  There  was  a  little  meta- 
phorical piece  of  crockery  of  this  class,  who,  screened 
by  H  huge  elbow-chair,  had  sat  a  quiet  and  unobserved 
sjvectator  of  the  whole  proceedings  between  her  mamma 
and  Master  Erasmus  Buckthorn e.  This  was  Miss 
Marian  Marsh,  a  rosy-cheeked  laughter-loving  imp  of 
some  six  years  old  ;  but  one  who  could  be  mute  as  a 
mouse  when  the  fit  was  on  her.  A  handsome  and 
hii^hly  polished  cabinet  of  the  darkest  ebony  occupied 
8  recess  at  one  end  of  the  apartment ;  this  had  long  been 
a  great  subject  of  speculation  to  little  Miss.  Her 
curiosity,  however,  had  always  been  repelled ;  nor  had 
all  her  coaxing  ever  won  her  an  inspection  of  the  thou- 
sand and  one  pretty  things  which  its  recesses  no  doubt 
contained.  On  this  occasion  it  was  unlocked,  and 
Afarian  was  about  to  rush  forward  in  eager  anticipation 
of  a  peep  at  its  interior,  when,  child  as  she  was,  the 
reflection  struck  her  that  she  would  stand  a  better 
chance  of  carrying  her  point  by  remaining  perdue. 
Fortune  for  once  favoured  her  :  she  crouched  closer 
than  before,  and  saw  her  mother  take  something  from 
one  of  the  drawers,  which  she  handed  over  to  the 
Leech.  Strange  mutterings  followed,  and  words  whose 
sounds  were  foreign  to  her  youthful  ears.  Had  she 
been  older,  their  import,  perhaps,  might  have  been . 
equally  unknown.  After  a  while  there  was  a  pause ; 
and  then  the  lady,  as  in  answer  to  a  requisition  fi*om 
the  gentleman,  placed  in  his  hand  a  something  which 
she  took  from  her  toilet.  The  transaction,  whatever  its 
nature,  seemed  now  to  be  complete,  and  the  article  waf 
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carefully  replaced  in  the  drawer  from  wln'cli  it  liad  been 
taken.  A  long,  and  a{>parently  int<Testing,  conversa- 
tion then  took  place  between  the  parties,  carried  on  in 
A  low  tone.  At  its  termination,  Mistress  Marsh  and 
Master  Erasmus  Buckthorne  quitted  the  In^udoir  toge- 
ther. But  the  cabinet ! — ay,  that  was  left  unfastened  • 
the  folding-dooi-s  still  remained  invitingly  expanded,  the 
bunch  of  keys  dangling  from  the  lock.  In  an  instnnt 
the  spoiled  child  was  in  a  cjiair ;  the  drawer  so  recently 
closed,  yielded  at  once  to  her  hand,  and  her  hurried 
researches  were  rewarded  by  the  prettiest  little  waxen 
doll  imaginable.  It  was  a  first-rate  prize,  and  Miss 
lost  no  time  in  ap])ropriating  it  to  herself  I^^ng 
l)efore  Madame  Marsh  had  returned  to  her  Sanctum, 
Marian  was  seated  under  a  laurustinus  in  the 
garden,  nui-sing  her  new  baby  with  the  most  affec- 
tionate solicitude. 

4f  4f  *  *  * 

"  Susan,  look  here ;  see  what  a  nasty  scratch  I  have 
got  upon  my  hand,"  said  the  young  lady,  when  routed 
out  at  length  from  her  hiding  place  to  her  noontide 
meal. 

"  Yes,  Miss,  this  is  always  the  way  with  you !  mend, 
mend,  mend, — nothing  but  mend  !  Scrambling  about 
among  the  bushes,  and  tearing  your  clothes  to  rags. 
What  with  you,  and  with  madam's  farthingales  and 
kirtles,  a  poor  bower-maiden  has  a  fine  time  of  it!" 

"  But  I  have  not  torn  my  clothes,  Susan,  and  it  was 
not  the  bushes  ;  it  was  the  doll :  only  sec  what  a  groat 
ugly  pin  I  have  pulled  out  of  it  I  and  look,  herr'  is 
another!"  As  she  sp>ke,  Marian  drew  forth  (»ne  of 
*iiO60  extended  pieces  of  black  pointed  wire,  with  which, 
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tn  the  days  of  toupees  and  pompoons,  our  foremothen 
were  wont  to  secure  their  fly-caps  and  head-gear  from 
.he  impertinent  assaults  of  **  Zephyrus  and  the  Little 
Breezes." 

"  And  pray,  Miss,  where  did  you  get  this  pretty  doll, 
as  you  call  it  ?"  asked  Susan,  turning  over  the  puppet, 
and  viewing  it  with  a  scrutinizing  eye. 

**  Mamma  gave  it  me,"  said  the  child. — ^Tliis  was  a 
fib! 

"Indeed!"  quoth  the  girl  thoughtfully;  and  then, 
in  half  soliloquy,  and  a  lower  key,  "  Well  I  I  wish  I 
may  die  if  it  doesn't  look  like  master ! — But  come  to 
your  dinner.  Miss  1     Hark  !  the  bell  is  striking  One  /" 

Meanwhile  Master  Thomas  Marsh,  and  his  mau 
Ralph,  were  threading  the  devious  paths,  then,  as  now, 
most  pseudonymously  dignified  with  the  name  of  roads, 
that  wound  between  Marston-IIall  and  the  frontier  of 
Romney  Marsh.  Their  progress  was  comparatively 
slow  ;  for  though  the  brown  mare  was  as  good  a  road- 
ster as  man  might  back,  and  the  gelding  no  mean  nag 
of  his  hands,  yet  the  tracts,  rarely  traversed  save  by 
the  rude  wains  of  the  day,  miry  in  the  "  bottoms,"  and 
covered  with  loose  and  rolling  stones  on  the  higher 
grounds,  rendered  barely  passable  the  perpetual  alter- 
nation of  hill  and  valley. 

Tlie  master  rode  on  in  pain,  and  the  man  in  listless- 
ness ;  although  the  intercourse  between  two  individuals 
BO  situated  was  much  less  restrained  in  those  days  than 
might  suit  the  refinement  of  a  later  age,  little  passed 
approximating  to  conversation  beyond  an  occasional 
and  half-stifled  groan  from  the  one,  or  a  vacant  whistle 
from  the  other.  An  hour's  riding  had  brought  them 
6* 
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among  the  woods  of  Acryse ;  and  they  were  about  tc 
descend  one  of  those  green  and  leafy  lanes,  rendered  by 
matted  and  overarching  branches  alike  impervious  to 
shower  or  sunbeam,  when  a  sudden  and  violent  spasm 
seized  on  Master  Marsh,  and  nearly  caused  him  to  fall 
from  his  horse.  With  some  diflSculty  he  succeeded  in 
dismounting,  and  seating  himself  by  the  road  side. 
Here  he  remained  for  a  full  half  hour  in  great  apparent 
agony;  the  cold  sweat  rolled  in  large  round  drops 
adown  his  clammy  forehead,  a  universal  shivering 
palsied  every  limb,  his  eye-balls  appeared  to  be  starting 
from  their  sockets,  and  to  his  attached,  though  dull 
and  heavy  serving-man,  he  seemed  as  one  struggling  in 
the  pangs  of  impending  dissolution.  His  groans  rose 
thick  atd  frequent ;  and  the  alarmed  Ralph  was  hesi- 
tating between  his  disinclination  to  leave  him,  and  his 
desire  to  procure  such  assistance  as  one  of  the  few  cot- 
tages, rarely  sprinkled  in  that  wild  country,  might  afford, 
when,  after  a  long-drawn  sigh,  his  master's  features  as 
suddenly  relaxed  ;  he  declared  himself  better,  the  pang 
had  passed  away,  and,  to  use  his  own  expression,  he, 
*'  felt  as  if  a  knife  had  been  drawn  from  out  his  very 
heart"  With  Ralph *s  assistance,  after  a  while,  he  again 
reached  his  saddle ;  and,  though  still  ill  at  ease  from  a 
deep-seated  and  gnawing  pain,  which  ceased  not,  as  he 
averred,  to  torment  him,  the  violence  of  the  paroxysm 
was  spont,  and  it  returned  no  more. 

Master  and  man  pursued  their  way  with  increased 
ipeed,  as,  emerging  from  the  wooded  defiles,  they  al 
length  iieared  the  coast;  then,  leaving  the  romantic 
castle  of  Saltwood,  with  its  neighbouring  town  of 
HiUie,  A  little  on  their  left,  they  proceeded  along  the 
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anHont  paved  causeway,  and,  crossing  the  old  Roman 
road,  or  Watling,  plunged  again  into  the  woods  that 
stretched  between  Lympne  and  Ostenhanger. 

The  sun  rode  high  in  the  heavens,  and  its  meridian 
61aze  was  powerfully  felt  by  man  and  horse,  when, 
again  quitting  their  leafy  covert,  the  travellers  debouched 
on  the  open  plain  of  Aldington  Frith,  a  wide  tract  of 
unenclosed  country  stretching  down  to  the  veij  borders 
of  "  the  Marsh  "  itself. 

Here  it  was,  in  the  neighbouring  chapelry,  the  site 
of  which  may  yet  be  traced  by  the  curious  antiquary, 
that  Elizabeth  IJarton,  the  "  Holy  Maid  of  Kent,"  had, 
lu^mething  less  than  a  hundred  years  previous  to  the 
period  of  our  narrative,  commenced  that  series  of  super- 
natural pranks  which  eventually  procured  for  her  head 
an  unenvied  elevation  upon  London  Bridge ;  and  though 
the  parish  had  since  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  incum- 
bency of  Master  £rasmus\s  illustrious  and  enlightened 
Namesake,  still,  truth  to  tell,  some  of  the  old  leaven 
was  even  yet  supposed  to  be  at  work.  The  place  had, 
in  fact,  an  ill  name ;  and,  though  Popish  miracles  had 
ceased  to  electrify  its  denizens,  spells  and  charms, 
operating  by  a  no  less  wondrous  agency,  were  said  to 
have  taken  tlieir  place.  Warlocks,  and  other  unholy 
subjects  of  Satan,  were  reported  to  make  its  wiKl 
recesses  their  favourite  rendezvous,  and  that  to  an  extent 
which  eventually  attracted  the  notice  of  no  less  a  per- 
sonage than  the  sagacious  Matthew  Hopkins  himself, 
Witchfinder-Goncral  to  the  British  government 

A  great  portion  of  the  Frith,  or  Fright,  as  the  name 
was  then,  and  is  still  pronounced,  had  formerly  been  a 
Chase,  with  rights  of  Free-warren,  <fec.,  appertaining  to 
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the  ArolilM>hoj)s  of  tlu*  Province.  Since  the  Rpforma- 
tion,  however,  it  ha<i  been  dispnrked;  and  when  MastXif 
Thomas  Marsh,  and  Ids  man  Kalph,  entered  ni>oQ  ita 
confines,  the  open  greensward  exhibited  a  lively  scene, 
sufficiently  explanatory  of  certain  sounds  that  had  already 
reached  their  ears  while  yet  within  the  sylvan  screen 
which  concealed  their  orisrin. 

It  was  Fair-day:  booths,  stalls,  and  all  the  rude />ara- 
phemalia  of  an  assembly  ♦hat  then  met  as  much  for 
the  purposes  of  traffic  as  festivity,  were  scattered  irre- 
gularly over  the  tui*f ;  peillars,  with  their  packs,  horse- 
croujx^rs,  pig-merchants,  itinerant  venders  of  crockery 
and  cutlery,  wandered  promiscuously  among  the  min- 
gled groups,  exposing  their  several  wares  and  commo- 
dities, and  soliciting  custom.  On  one  side  was  the 
gaudy  riband,  making  its  mute  appeal  to  rustic  gal- 
lantry; on  die  other  the  delicious  brandy-ball  and 
alluring  lollipop,  compounded  after  the  most  approved 
receipt  in  tlie  "  True  Gentlewoman's  (jlarland,"  and 
"  raising  the  waters  "  in  the  mouth  ■)f  many  an  expec- 
tant urchin. 

Nor  were  rural  sports  wanting  to  those  whom  plea 
sure,  ratherthan  business,  had  drawn  from  tlieir  humble 
homes.  Here  was  the  tall  and  slippery  i>ole,  glittering 
in  its  gre.ise,  and  crowned  with  the  ample  cheese,  that 
mocked  the  liopes  of  the  discomfited  climber.  There  the 
fugitive  pippin,  swimming  in  water  not  of  the  purest,  and 
bobbing  from  the  expanded  lips  of  the  juvenile  Tan- 
talus. In  this  quarter  the  ear  was  pierced  by  squeaks 
from  some  beleaguered  porker,  whisking  his  well-soaj)ed 
tail  from  the  grasp  of  one  alr^^ady  in  fancy  his  captor 
In  that,  the  eye  rested,  with  undisguised  delight,  upop 
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the  grimaces  of  grinning  candidates  for  the  honours  of 
the  htirso-colhir.  All  was  fun,  frolic,  courtship,  junket- 
ing, and  jollity. 

Maid  Marian,  indeed,  with  her  lieges,  Robin  Hood, 
Scarlet,  and  little  John,  was  wanting ;  Friar  Tuck  waa 
absent ;  even  the  Hobby-horse  had  disappeared ;  but 
the  agile  Morrice-clancors  yet  were  there,  and  jingled 
tlieir  bells  merrily  among  stalls  well  stored  with  ginger- 
bread, toj>s,  whips,  wliistles,  and  all  those  noisy  instru- 
ments of  ilomestic  torture  in  which  scenes  like  these  are 
even  now  so  fertile.  Had  I  a  foe  whom  I  held  at  dead- 
liest feutl,  I  would  entice  his  favourite  child  to  a  Fair, 
and  buy  him  a  Whistle  and  a  Penny-trumpet. 

In  one  corner  of  the  green,  a  little  apart  from  the 
thickest  of  the  throng,  sUxxl  a  small  square  stage,  nearly 
level  with  the  chins  of  the  spectators,  whose  repeated 
bursts  of  laughter  seemed  to  intimate  the  presence  of 
something  more  than  usually  amusing.  The  platform 
was  divided  into  two  uneijual  portions ;  the  smaller  of 
which,  surrounded  by  curtains  of  a  coafse  canvass, 
veiled  from  the  eyes  of  the  profane  the  penetralia  of 
this  moveable  temple  of  Esculapius,  for  such  it  was. 
Within  its  interior,  and  secure  from  vulgar  curiosity, 
the  Quack-salver  had  hitherto  kept  himself  ensconced ; 
occupied,  no  doubt,  in  the  preparation  and  arrangement 
of  that  wonderful  panacea  which  was  hereafter  to  shed 
the  blessings  of  health  among  the  admiring  crowd. 
Meanwhile  his  attendant  Jack-pudding  was  busily  em- 
ployed on  the  proscenium,  doing  his  best  to  attract 
attention  by  a  practical  facetiousness  which  took  won- 
derfully with  the  spectators,  interspersing  it  with  the 
mel(»diou8  notes  of  a  huge  cow's  liom.     The  fellow'i 
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costume  varied  but  little  in  character  from  that  in  wh^^ 
the  late  (ahis  1  that  we  should  have  to  write  the  word 
— late !)  Mr.  Joseph  Griraaldi  was  accustomed  to  pre- 
sent himself  before  "  a  generous  and  enlightened  public ;" 
the  principal  difference  consisted  in  this,  that  the  upper 
Q^arment  was  a  long  white  tunic  of  a  coarse  linen,  sur- 
mounted by  a  caricature  of  the  ruff  then  fast  falling 
into  disuse,  and  was  secured  from  the  throat  downwards 
by  a  single  row  of  broad  white  metal  buttons ;  and  his  legs 
were  cased  in  loose  wide  trousers  of  the  same  material ; 
while  his  sleeves,  prolongued  to  a  most  disproportionate 
extent,  descended  far  below  the  fingers,  and  acted  as 
flappers  in  tlie  somersets  and  caracoles,  with  which  he 
diversified  and  enlivened  his  antics.  Consummate  im- 
pudence, not  altogether  unmixed  with  a  certain  sly 
humour,  sparkled  in  his  eye  through  the  chalk  and 
ochre  with  which  his  features  were  plentifully  bedaul»ed: 
and  especially  displayed  itself  in  a  succession  of  jokes, 
the  coarseness  of  which  did  not  seem  to  detract  from 
tlieir  merit  in  the  eyes  of  his  applauding  audience. 

He  was  in  the  midst  of  a  long  and  animated  harangue 
explanatory  of  his  master's  high  pretensions ;  he  had 
informed  his  gaping  auditors  that  the  latter  was  the 
seventh  son  of  a  seventh  son,  and  of  course,  as  they 
very  well  knew,  an  Unborn  Doctor ;  that  to  this  happy 
accident  of  birth  he  added  the  advantage  of  most 
extensive  travel ;  that  in  search  after  science  he  had 
not  only  perambulated  the  whole  of  this  world,  but  had 
trespassed  on  the  boundaries  of  the  next:  that  the 
depths  of  the  Ocean  an  I  the  bowels  of  the  Earth  were 
alike  familiar  to  him ;  that  besides  salves  and  oatiplasma 
of  severeign  virtue,  by  combining  sundry  mosses,  ga- 
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(hcred  many  thousand  fathoms  below  the  surface  of  the 
sea,  with  certaiu  unknown  drugs  found  in  an  undift- 
covered  island,  and  boiling  tlie  whole  in  the  lava  of 
Vesuvius,  he  had  succeeded  in  producing  his  celebrated 
balsam  of  Cnickapanoka,  the  never-failing  remedy  fot 
ail  human  disorders,  and  which,  with  a  proper  trial 
allowed,  would  go  near  to  reanimate  the  dead.  '*  Draw 
near  I "  continued  the  worthy,  *^  draw  near,  my  masters  I 
and  you,  my  good  mistresses,  draw  near,  every  one  of 
you.  Fear  not  high  and  haughty  carriage;  though 
greater  than  King  or  Kaiser,  yet  is  the  mighty  Aldro- 
vando  milder  than  mother^s  milk ;  flint  to  the  proud,  to 
the  humble  he  is  as  melting  as  wax ;  he  asks  not  your 
disorders,  he  sees  them  himself  at  a  glance — nay,  with- 
out a  glance;  he  tells  your  ailments  with  his  eyes  shut! 
— Draw  near  I  draw  near !  the  more  incurable  the 
better  1  List  to  tlie  illustrious  Doctor  Aldrovando,  firsi 
Physician  to  Prester  John,  Leech  to  the  Grand  Llama, 
%nd  Hakim  in  Ordinary  to  Mustapha  Muley  Bey  I " 

"  Hath  your  master  ever  a  charm  for  the  toothache, 
an*t  please  you  ?"  asked  an  elderly  countryman,  whose 
swollen  cheek  bespoke  his  interest  in  the  q\testion. 

"  A  charm ! — a  thousand,  and  every  one  of  them 
infallible.  Toothache,  quotha !  I  had  hoped  you  had 
come  with  every  bone  in  your  body  fractured  or  out  of 
joint  A  toothache  ! — propound  a  tester,  master  o*  mine 
— we  ask  not  more  for  such  trifles :  do  my  bidding,  and 
thy  jaws,  even  with  the  word,  shall  cease  to  trouble  thee." 

The  clown,  fumbling  a  while  in  a  deep  leathern 
purse,  at  length  produced  a  sixpence,  which  he  tendered 
to  the  jester.  ^  Now  to  thy  master,  and  bring  me  th« 
djwm  forthwith." 
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"  Nay,  honest  man ;  to  disturb  tho  M%hty  Aldro 
vando  on  such  slight  oa-asion  were  pity  of  mj  life, 
areed  my  counsel  aright,  and  I  will  warrant  thee  f.»r  the 
nonce.  Hie  thee  home,  friend ;  infuse  this  powaer  in 
cold  spring- water,  fill  thy  mouth  with  the  mixture,  and 
sit  upon  tliy  fire  till  it  boils !" 

"Out  on  thee  for  a  pestilent  knave!"  cried  the 
cozened  countryman;  but  the  roar  of  merriment  around 
bespoke  the  by-standers  well  pleased  with  the  jape  put 
upon  him.  He  retired,  venting  his  spleen  in  audible 
murmurs  ;  and  the  mountebank,  finding  the  feelings  of 
the  mob  enlisted  on  his  side,  waxed  more  impudent 
every  instant,  filling  up  the  intervals  between  his  fool- 
eries with  sundry  capers  and  contortions,  and  discordant 
notes  from  the  cow's  horn. 

"  Draw  near,  draw  near,  my  masters !  Here  have 
ye  a  remedy  for  every  evil  under  the  sun,  moral,  phy- 
sical, natural,  and  supernatural !  Hath  any  man  a 
termagant  wife  ? — here  is  that  will  tame  her  presently  I 
Hath  any  one  a  smoky  chimney  ? — here  is  an  incon- 
tinent cure!" 

To  the  first  infliction  no  man  ventured  to  plead 
guilty,  though  there  were  those  standing  by  who 
thought  thoir  neighbours  might  have  profited  withal. 
For  the  last  named  recipe  started  forth  at  least  a  dozen 
candidates.  With  the  greatest  gravity  imaginable, 
Pierrot,  having  pocketed  their  gi*oats,  delivered  to  each 
a  small  packet,  curiously  folded  and  closely  sealed,  con 
raining,  as  he  averred,  directions  which,  if  truly  observed, 
would  preclude  any  chimney  from  smoking  for  a  whole 
year.  They  whose  curiosity  led  them  to  dive  into  the 
mystery,  found  that  a  sprig  of  mountain  ash,  culled  by 
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moonlight,  was  the  charm  recommended,  coupled,  how- 
ever, with  the  proviso  that  no  fire  should  be  lighted  on 
the  hearth  during  its  exercise. 

The  frequent  bursts  of  merriment  proceeding  from 
this  quarter,  at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  Master 
Marsh,  whose  line  of  road  necessarily  brought  him  near 
this  end  of  the  fair ;  he  drew  bit  in  front  of  the  stage 
just  as  its  noisy  occupant,  having  laiil  aside  his  formida- 
hle  horn,  was  drawing  still  more  largely  on  the  amaze- 
ment of  "  the  public"  by  a  feat  of  especial  wonder, — he 
was  eating  fire  !  Curiosity  mingled  with  astonishment 
was  at  its  height;  and  feelings  not  unallied  to  alarm 
were  beginning  to  manifest  themselves,  among  the  softer 
%ex  especially,  as  they  gazed  on  the  flames  that  issued 
from  the  mouth  of  the  living  volcano.  All  eyes,  indeed, 
were  fixed  upon  the  fire-eater,  with  an  intentness  that 
left  no  room  for  observing  another  worthy  who  had  now 
emerged  uj>on  the  scene.  This  was,  however,  no  less  a 
personage  than  the  Deus  ex  machind, — the  illustrious 
Aldrovando  himself. 

•  Short  in  stature  and  spare  in  form,  the  sage  had 
Bpmewhat  increased  the  former  by  a  steeple-crowned 
hat,  adorned  with  a  cock's  feather;  while  the  thick 
shoulder-padding  of  a  quilted  doublet,  surmounted  by  a 
falling  band,  added  a  little  to  his  personal  importance 
in  point  of  breadth.  His  habit  was  com]/osed  through 
out  of  black  serge,  relieved  with  scarlet  ala^ies  in  the 
sleeves  and  trunks;  red  was  the  feather  in  his  hat,  red 
were  tiie  roses  in  his  shoes,  which  rejoiced  moreover  in 
a  pair  of  red  hoels.  The  lining  of  a  short  cloak  of  fadec 
velvet,  that  liung  transversely  over  his  left  shoulder,  wp 
fldso  red.   Indeed,  from  all  that  we  could  ever  see  or  he4i 
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this  agreeable  alternation  of  red  and  black  appears  to* 
ho  t  Jie  mixture  of  colours  most  approved  at  the  court  oi 
Beelzebub,  and  the  one  most  generally  adopted  by  hia 
friends  and  favourites.  His  features  were  sharp  and 
shrewd,  and  a  fire  sparkled  in  his  keen  grey  eye,  much 
at  variance  with  the  wrinkles  that  ran  their  irregular 
furrows  above  his  prominent  and  bushy  brows.  He 
had  advanced  slowly  from  behind  his  screen  while  the 
attention  of  the  multitude  was  absorbed  by  the  pyro- 
technics of  Mr.  Merry  man,  and,  stationing  himself  at 
the  extreme  corner  of  the  stage, 'stood  quietly  leaning 
on  a  crutch-handle  walking-statf  of  blackest  ebony,  his 
glance  steadily  fixed  on  the  face  of  Marsh,  from  whose 
countenance  the  amusement  he  had  insensibly  begun 
to  derive  had  not  succeeded  in  removing  all  traces  of 
bodily  pain. 

For  a  while  the  latter  was  unobservant  of  the  inqui- 
sitorial survey  with  which  he  was  regarded;  the  eyes 
of  the  parties,  however,  at  length  met.  The  brown 
mare  had  a  fine  shoulder ;  she  stood  pretty  nearly  six- 
teen hands.  Marsh  himself,  though  slightly  bowed  by 
ill  health  and  the  ^'coming  autumn"  of  life,  was  full 
six  feet  in  height  His  elevation  giving  him  an  unob- 
structed view  over  the  heads  of  the  pedestrians,  he  had 
naturally  fallen  into  the  rear  of  the  assembly,  which 
brought  him  close  to  the  diminutive  Doctor,  with  whose 
face,  despite  the  red  heels,  his  own  was  about  upon  a  level. 

"  And  what  makes  Master  Marsh  here  ? — what  sees 
lio  ^n  the  mummeries  of  a  miserable  buffoon  to  divert 
liiui  when  his  life  is  in  jeopardy  ?"  said  a  shrill  cracked 
/oice  that  sounded  &s  in  his  very  ear.  It  was  the 
Doctor  who  apoke. 
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•*Knowest  thou  me,  friend?"  said  Marsh,  scanning 
with  awakened  interest  the  figure  of  his  questioner :  "  I 
call  thee  not  to  mind  ;  and  yet — staj,  where  have  we 
met  ?" 

**  It  skills  not  to  declare,"  was  the  answer ;  "  sufHce 
it  we  have  met, — in  other  climes  perchance, — and  now 
meet  happily  again — happily  at  least  for  thee." 

"  Why  truly  the  trick  of  thy  countenance  reminds 
me  of  somewhat  I  have  seen  before ;  where  or  when  I 
know  not:  but  what  wouldst  thou  with  mef" 

"Nay,  rather  what  wouldst  thou  here,  Thomas 
Marsh  ?  What  wouldst  thou  on  the  Frith  of  Alding- 
ton ? — is  it  a  score  or  two  of  paltry  sheep  ?  or  is  it 
something  nearer  to  thy  heart .?" 

Mar»h  started  as  the  last  words  were  pronounced 
with  more  than  common  significance :  a  pang  shot 
through  him  at  the  moment,  and  the  vinegar  aspect 
of  the  charlatan  seemed  to  relax  into  a  smile  half 
compassionate,  half  sardonic. 

"  Grammercy,"  quoth  Marsh,  after  a  long-draw u 
breath,  "  what  knowest  thou  of  me,  fellow,  or  of  mv 
concerns  ?     What  knowest  thou " 

"This  know  I,  Master  Thomas  Marsh,"  said  the 
stninger  gravely,  "  that  thy  life  is  even  now  perilled, 
evil  practices  are  against  thee ;  but  no  matter,  thou 
art  quit  for  the  nonce — other  hands  than  mine  1  -^e 
saved  thee !  Thy  pains  are  over.  Hark !  t?ie  cftM-k 
strike's  One  P^  As  he  spoke,  a  single  toll  from  the 
bell-tower  of  Belsin^ton  c^mie,  wafted  by  the  western 
breeze,  over  the  thick-set  and  lofty  oaks  which  inter- 
vened between  the  Frith  and  what  had  been  onc<« 
a  priory.     Doctor   Aldrovando  turned   as  the  sound 
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came  floating  on  the  wind,  and  was  moving,  as  if  half 
ill  aiiijror,  towards  the  other  side  of  the  stage,  where 
the  mountebank,  his  fires  extinct,  was  now  disgorging 
to  the  admiring  crowd  yard  after  yard  of  gaudy- 
e^  Ion  red  riband. 

"  Stay  !  Nay,  prithee  sUiy  !"  cried  Marsh  eagerly, 
"  I  was  wrong ;  in  faith  I  was.  A  change,  and  that  a 
sudden  and  most  marvel  Ions,  hath  indeed  come  over 
me ;  I  am  free ;  I  breathe  again ;  I  feel  as  though  a 
load  of  years  had  been  removed ;  and — ^^is  it  possible  ? 
—hast  thou  done  this  ?" 

"  Thomas  Marsh  !"  said  the  doctor,  pausing,  and 
turning  for  the  moment  on  his  heel,  "  I  have  not :  I 
repeat,  that  other  and  more  innocent  hands  than  mine 
have  done  this  deed.  Nevertheless,  heed  my  counsel 
well !  Thou  art  parlously  encompassed  ;  I,  and  I 
only,  have  tlie  means  of  relie\ing  thee.  Follow  thy 
courses ;  pursue  thy  journey  ;  but  as  thou  valuest  life 
and  more  than  life,  be  at  the  foot  of  yonder  woody 
knoll  what  time  the  rising  moon  throws  her  first 
beam  upon  the  bare  and  blighted  summit  that  towers 
above  its  trees." 

lie  crossed  abruptly  to  the  opposite  quarter  of  the 
scaffolding,  and  was  in  an  instant  deeply  engaged  in 
listening  to  those  whom  the  cow's  horn  had  attracted, 
and  in  prescribing  for  their  real  or  fancied  ailments. 
Vain  were  all  Marsh's  efforts  again  to  attract  his 
notice ;  it  was  evident  that  he  studiously  avoided  him  ; 
and  when,  after  an  hour  or  more  spent  in  useless 
endeavour,  he  saw  the  object  of  his  anxiety  seclude 
liimself  once  more  within  his  canvass  screen,  he  rodt 
slowly  and  thoughtfully  ofif  the  field. 
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What  sho\i]d  he  do  ?  Was  the  man  a  mere  quack  ? 
%n  impostor  ? — Ilis  name  thus  obtained  ? — that  might 
be  easily  done.  But  then,  his  secret  griefs :  the  doctor's 
knowledge  of  them ;  their  cure ;  for  he  felt  that  his 
pains  were  gone,  his  healthful  feelings  restored  ! 

True ;  Aldrovando,  if  that  were  his  name,  had  dis- 
claimed all  co-operation  in  his  recovery :  but  he  knew, 
or  he  at  least  announced  it  Nay,  more  ;  he  had  hinted 
that  he  was  yet  in  jeopardy ;  that  practices — and  the 
chord  sounded  strangely  in  unison  with  one  that  had 
before  vibrated  within  him — that  practices  were  in  ope- 
ration against  his  life !  It  was  enough  !  He  would 
keep  tryst  with  the  Conjurer,  if  conjurer  he  were; 
and,  at  least,  ascertain  who  and  what  he  was,  and 
how  he  had  become  ac(iuainted  with  his  own  person 
and  secret  afflictions. 

When  the  late  Mr.  Pitt  was  determined  to  keep  out 
Bonaparte,  and  prevent  his  gaining  a  settlement  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  among  other  ingenious  devices  adopted 
for  that  purpose,  he  caused  to  be  constnicted  what  was 
then,  and  has  ever  since  been,  conventionally  termed  a 
"  Military  Canal."  Tliis  is  a  not  very  practicable  ditch, 
some  thirty  feet  wide,  and  nearly  nine  feet  deep — in 
the  middie,-— extending  from  the  town  and  port  of 
Hithe  to  within  a  mile  of  the  town  and  port  of  Rye,  a 
distance  of  al>out  twenty  miles ;  and  forming  as  it 
were,  the  cord  of  a  bow,  the  arc  of  which  constitutes 
Uiat  remote  fifth  quarter  of  the  globe  spoken  of  by 
travellers.  Trivial  objections  to  the  plan  were  made  at 
the  time  by  cavillers ;  and  an  old  gentleman  of  the 
neighbourhood,  who  proposed  as  a  cheap  substitute,  to 
put  down  his  own  cocked-hat  upon  a  pole,  was  deaerv 
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edly  pooh-pooh'd  down ;  in  fact,  the  job,  though 
rather  an  expensive  one,  was  found  to  answer  remark- 
ably well.  The  Freneli  managi^,  indeeii,  to  scramble 
over  the  Rhine,  and  th(  Rhone,  and  other  insignificanl 
currents;  but  they  never  did,  nor  could,  pass  Mr. 
Pitt's  "  Military  Canal."  At  no  great  distance  from 
the  centre  of  tliis  cord  rises  abruptly  a  sort  of  woody 
promontory,  in  shape  almost  conical ;  its  sides  covered 
with  thick  underwood,  above  which  is  seen  a  bare  and' 
brown  summit  rising  like  an  Alp  in  miniature.  The 
'*  defence  of  the  nation"  not  being  then  in  existence, 
Master  Marsh  met  with  no  obstruction  in  re'^ching  this 
place  of  appointment  long  before  the  time  prescribed. 

So  much,  indeed,  was  his  mind  occupied  by  his  adven- 
ture and  extraordinary  cure,  that  his  original  design  had 
been  aban<loned,  and  Master  Cobbe  remained  un visited. 
A  rude  hostel  in  the  neighbourhood  furnished  enter- 
tainment for  man  and  horse;  and  here,  a  full  hour 
before  the  rising  of  the  moon,  he  left  Ralph  and  the 
other  beasts,  proceeding  to  his  rendezvous  on  foot  and 
alone. 

"You  are  punctual,  Master  Marsh,"  squeaked  tht 
shrill  voice  of  the  doctor,  issuing  from  the  thicket  as  the 
first  silvery  gleam  trembled  on  the  aspens  above.  "  Tip 
well :  now  follow  me  and  in  silence." 

The  first  part  of  the  command  Marsh  Iiesitatod  not  to 
obey ;  the  second  was  more  difficult  of  observance. 

"  Who  an<l  what  are  you  ?  Whither  are  you  lead- 
ing me? "  burst  not  unnaturally  from  his  lips;  but  all 
question  was  at  once  cut  shnH  by  the  peremptory  tone* 
of  his  guide. 

**Hujdil  I  say;  your  finger  on  your  lip,  thero  br 
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Da«?k8  abroad  :  follow  me,  and  that  silently  and  quickly ." 
The  little  man  turned  as  he  spoke,  and  led  the  way 
tlirough  a  scarcely  perceptible  path,  or  track,  which 
wound  among  the  underwood.  The  lapse  of  a  ftw 
minutes  brought  them  to  the  door  of  a  low  building,  so 
hidden  by  the  surrounding  trees  that  few  would  have 
suspected  its  existence.  It  was  a  cottage  of  rather 
extraordinary  dimensions,  but  consisting  of  only  (»ne 
floor.  No  smoke  rose  from  its  solitary  chimney;  no 
cheering  ray  streamed  from  its  single  window,  which 
was,  however,  secured  by  a  shutter  of  such  thickness  as 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  stray  beam  issuing 
from  within.  The  exact  size  of  tho  building  it  was,  in 
that  uncertain  light,  difficult  to  distinguish,  a  portion  of 
it  seeming  buried  in  the  wood  behind.  The  door  gave 
way  on  the  application  of  a  key,  and  Marsh  followed  his 
conductor  resolutely,  but  cautiously,  al«»ng  a  narrow 
passage,  feebly  lighted  by  a  small  Uiper  that  winked  and 
twinkled  at  its  farther  extremity.  The  Doctor,  as  he 
approached,  raised  it  from  the  ground,  and,  opiMiinij  an 
adjoining  door,  ushered  his  guest  into  the  room  beyond. 
It  was  a  large  and  oddly  furnished  apartment,  insulfi- 
cieutly  lighted  by  an  iron  lamp  that  hung  from  the 
roof,  and  scarcely  illumined  the  walls  and  angles,  whi^h 
seemed  to  be  composed  of  some  dark-coloured  wood. 
On  one  side,  however,  Master  Marsh  could  discover  an 
article  bearing  strong  resembance  to  a  coffin  ;  on  the 
other  was  a  large  oval  mirror  in  an  ebony  frain»».  ?"  ' 
in  the  midst  of  the  floor  was  described,  in  rod  clnll: 
double  circle,  about  six  feet  in  diamitor,  it^  iinicr  ».  • 
inscribed  with  sundry  hieroglyphics,  agneably  iviic*  a 
At  intervals  with  an  alternation  of  skulls  and  cross  bones. 
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In  the  very  centre  was  deposited  one  skull  of  such  sur 
parsing  size  and  tliickness  as  would  have  tilled  the  m>ui 
of  a  Spurzheim  or  De  Ville  with  wundernn'nt.  A  larirt 
lK)ok,  a  naked  sword,  an  hour  glass,  a  chaHn«;  di>\\.  :\\ul 
a  black  cat,  completed  the  list  of  moveables  ;  uitli  li.*- 
exception  of  a  couple  of  tapei-s  which  st(x)d  on  each  >ide 
of  the  mirror,  and  which  the  strange  gentleman  now 
proceeded  to  light  from  the  one  in  his  hand.  As  ilwy 
Hared  up  with  what  Marsh  thouglit  a  most  unnatural 
brilliancy,  he  perceived,  reflected  in  the  glass  behind,  a 
dial  suspended  over  the  coffin-like  article  already  men- 
tioned ;  the  hand  was  fast  verging  towards  the  hour  of 
nine.  The  eyes  of  the  little  Doctor  seemed  riveted  on 
the  horologe. 

"  Now  strip  thee,  Master  Mai-sh,  and  tliat  quickly : 
untruss,  I  say  I  discard  thy  boots,  doff  doublet  and  hose, 
and  place  thyself  incontinent  in  yonder  bath." 

The  visiter  cast  his  eyes  again  upon  the  formidable- 
looking  article,  and  perceived  that  it  was  nearly  fillei! 
with  water.  A  cold  bath,  at  such  an  hour  and  under 
such  auspices,  was  anything  but  inviting :  he  hcsiUited, 
and  turned  his  eyes  alternately  on  the  Doctor  and  the 
Black  Cat 

"  Trifle  not  the  time,  man,  an  you  be  wise,"  said  the 
former :  "  Passion  of  my  heart !  let  but  yon  minute- 
hand  reach  the  hour,  and  thoM  not  immersed,  thy  life 
were  not  worth  a  ])in's  fee  ! " 

The  Black  Cat  gave  vent  to  a  single  Mew, — a  most 
unnatural  sound  for  a  mouscr, — it  seemed  as  it  Wfie 
mewed  through  a  cow's  horn. 

"  Quick,  Master  Marsh  !  uncase,  or  you  perish  ! " 
repeated  his  strange  host,  throwing  as  he  spoke  a  hand 
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fill  of  some  dingy-looking  powders  into  the  brasier. 
"  Behold  the  attack  is  begun ! "  A  thick  cloud  rose 
firom  the  embers ;  a  cold  shivering  Khook  the  astonished 
Yeoman  ;  sharp  pricking  pains  penetrated  his  ankles 
and  tho  palms  of  his  hands,  and,  as  the  smoke  cleared 
away,  he  distinctly  saw  and  recognised  in  the  mirror  the 
^^oudoir  of  Marston  Ilall. 

The  doors  of  the  well-known  ebony  cabinet  were 
eloAed;  but  fixed  against  them,  and  standing  out  in 
6tron(T  relief  from  the  contrast  afforded  by  the  sable 
background,  was  a  waxen  image — of  himself !  It 
appeared  to  be  secured,  and  sustained  in  an  upright 
posture,  by  large  black  pins  driven  through  the  feet  and 
palms,  the  latter  of  which  were  extended  in  a  cruciform 
position.  To  the  right  and  left  stood  his  wife  and  Josj'i ; 
in  the  middle,  with  his  back  towards  him,  was  a  figure 
which  he  had  no  difficulty  in  recognising  as  that  of  the 
Leech  of  Folkestone.  The  latter  had  just  succeeded  in 
fastening  the  dexter  hand  of  the  image,  and  was  now 
in  the  act  of  drawing  a  broad  and  keen-edged  sabre 
from  its  sheath.  The  Black  Cat  mewed  again. 
"  Haste  or  you  die  I "  said  the  Doctor, — Marsh  looked 
at  the  dial;  it  wanted  but  four  minutes  of  nine:  he 
felt  that  the  crisis  of  his  fate  was  come.  Off  went 
his  heavy  boots ;  doublet  to  the  right,  galligaskins  to 
the  left ;  never  was  man  more  swiftly  disrobed  :  in  two 
minutes,  to  nse  an  Indian  expression,  "he  was  siW 
face ! "  in  another  he  was  on  his  back,  and  up  to  his 
chin,  in  a  bath  which  smelt  strongly  as  of  brimstone  ar.d 
garlic. 

"  Heed  well  the  clock  !"  criec!  the  Conjuror :  "  with 
the  first  stroke  of  Nine  plunge  thy  he;yl  beneath  the 
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water,  suffer  not  a  hair  above  the  surface ;  plunge 
deeply  or  thou  art  lost !" 

The  little  man  had  seated  himself  in  the  centre  of 
the  circle  upon  the  large  skull,  elevating  his  legs  at  an 
angle  of  forty-five  degrees.  In  this  position  he  spun 
round  with  a  velocity  to  be  equalled  only  by  that  of  a 
tee-totum,  the  red  roses  on  his  insteps  seeming  to 
describe  a  circle  of  fire.  The  best  buckskini  that  ever 
mounted  at  Melton  hud  soon  yielded  to  such  rotatory 
friction — but  ho  spun  on — tlie  Cat  mewed,  bats  and 
obscene  birds  fluttered  over  head  ;  Erasmus  was  seen  to 
raise  his  weapon,  the  clock  struck  ! — and  Marsh,  who 
had  *'  ducked"  at  the  instant,  popped  up  his  head  again, 
spitting  and  sputtering,  half-choked  with  the  infernal 
solution,  which  had  insinuated  itself  into  his  mouth,  and 
ears,  and  nose.  All  disgust  at  his  nauseous  dip,  was, 
however,  at  once  removed,  when,  casting  his  eyes  on  the 
glass,  he  saw  the  consternation  of  the  party  whose 
persons  it  exhibited.  Erasmus  had  evidently  made  his 
blow  and  failed ;  the  figure  was  unmutilated  ;  the  hilt 
remained  in  the  hand  of  the  striker,  while  the  shivered 
blade  lay  in  shining  fragments  on  the  floor. 

The  Conjuror  ceased  his  spinning,  and  brought  him- 
self to  an  anchor;  the  Black  Cat  purred, — its  purring 
seemed  strangely  mixed  with  the  self-satisfied  chuckle 
of  a  human  being. — Where  had  Marsh  heard  something 
like  it  before  ? 

He  was  rising  from  his  unsavoury  couch,  when  a 
motion  from  the  little  man  checked  him.  "  Rest  where 
you  are,  Thomas  Mai-sh ;  so  far  all  goes  well,  but  the 
danger  is  not  yet  over!"  He  looked  again,  and  per- 
ceived that  the  shadowy  triumvirate  were  in  deep  and 
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eAfi^er  consultation;  tlic  fragraents  of  the  shattered 
weapon  appeared  to  underiro  a  close  scrutiny.  The 
result  was  clearly  unsatisfactory ;  the  lips  of  the  parties 
moved  rapidly,  and  much  gesticulation  might  be 
observed,  but  no  sound  fel  upon  the  ear.  The  hand  of 
the  dial  had  nearly  reached  the  quarter:  at  once  the 
parties  separated :  and  Bucktliorne  stood  again  before 
the  fijxure,  his  hand  armed  with  a  long  and  sharp- 
pointed  misericorde,  a  dagijer  little  in  use  of  late,  but 
such  as,  a  century  before,  often  performed  the  part  of  a 
mcKleni  oyster-knife,  in  tickling  the  osteology  of  a  dis- 
njoiinted  cavalier  tlirorgh  the  shelly  defences  of  his 
plate  armour.  Again  he  raised  his  arm.  "Duck!" 
roared  the  Doctor,  spinning  away  upon  his  cephalic 
pivot : — the  black  Cat  cocked  his  tail,  and  seemed  to 
mew  the  word  "  Du(!k !" — Down  went  Master  Marsh's 
head ; — one  of  liis  hands  had  unluckily  been  resting  on 
tlie  edge  of  the  bath  :  he  drew  it  hastily  in,  but  not  alto- 
gether scathless;  the  stump  of  a  rusty  nail,  projecting 
from  the  margin  of  the  bath,  had  caught  and  slightly 
grazed  it.  The  pain  was  more  acute  tlian  is  usually 
produced  by  such  trivial  accidents;  and  Marsh,  on  once 
more  raising  his  head,  beheld  the  dasrger  of  the  Leech 
sticking  in  the  little  finger  of  the  wax  figure,  which  it 
had  seemingly  nailed  to  the  cabinet  door. 

"  By  my  truly,  a  scape  o'  the  narrowest !"  quoth  the 
Conjuror :  "  the  next  course,  dive  you  not  the  readier, 
there  is  no  more  life  in  you  than  in  a  pickled  herring. — 
What !  courage,  Master  Mai^h  :  but  be  needful ;  au 
they  miss  again,  let  them  bide  the  issue  !" 

Jle  drew  his  hand  athwart  his  brow  as  he  spoke  nnd 
daelied  off  the  perspira.tion,  which  the  violence  of  hit 
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exercise  had  drawn  from  every  pore.  Black  Tom 
sprang  upon  the  edge  of  the  bath,  and  stared  full  in  the 
face  of  the  bather:  his  sea-green  eyes  were  lambent 
with  unholy  fire,  but  their  marvellous  obliquity  of  vision 
was  not  to  be  mistaken ;  the  very  countenance,  *X)o ! — 
Could  it  be  ? — the  features  were  feline,  but  their  expres- 
sion was  that  of  the  Jack  Pudding  !  Was  the  Mounte- 
bank a  Cat? — or  the  Cat  a  Mountebank? — it  was  all  a 
mystery ; — and  Heaven  knows  how  long  Marsh  might 
have  continued  staring  at  Grimalkin,  had  not  his  atten- 
tion been  again  called  by  Aldrovando  to  the  magic 
mirror. 

Great  dissatisfaction,  not  to  say  dismay,  seemed  now 
to  pervade  the  conspirators ;  Dame  Isabd  was  closely 
inspecting  the  figure's  wounded  hand,  while  Jose  was 
aiding  the  pharmacopolist  to  charge  a  huge  petronel 
with  powder  and  bullets.  The  load  was  a  heavy  one ; 
but  Erasmus  seemed  determined  this  time  to  make  sure 
of  his  object  Somewhat  of  trepidation  might  be 
observed  in  his  manner  as  he  rammed  down  the  balls, 
and  his  withered  check  appeared  to  have  acquired  an 
increase  of  paleness ;  but  amazement  rather  than  fear 
was  the  prevailing  symptom,  and  his  countenance 
betrayed  no  jot  of  irresolution.  As  the  clock  was  about 
to  chime  half-past  nine,  he  planted  himself  with  a  firm 
foot  in  front  of  the  image,  waved  his  unoccupied  hand 
with  a  cautionary  gesture  to  his  companions,  and,  as 
they  hastily  retired  on  either  side,  brought  the  muzzle 
of  his  weapon  within  half  a  foot  of  his  mark.  As  the 
shadowy  form  was  about  to  draw  the  trigger.  Marsh 
again  plunged  his  head  beneath  the  surface;  and  the 
wuud  of  an  explosion,  as  of  fire-arms,  mingleil  with  the 
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rush  of  water  that  poured  into  his  ears.  His  immersion 
was  but  momentary,  yet  did  he  feel  as  though  half 
suffocated :  he  sprang  from  the  bath,  and,  as  his  eye 
fell  on  the  mirror,  he  saw, — or  thought  he  saw, — the 
Leech  of  Folkestone  lying  dead  on  the  floor  of  his  wife's 
boudoir,  his  head  shattered  to  pieces,  and  his  hand  still 
gi*asping  the  stock  of  a  bursten  petronel. 

He  saw  no  more ;  his  head  swam,  his  senses  reeled^ 
the  whole  room  was  turning  round,  and,  as  he  feL 
to  the  ground,  the  last  impressions  to  which  he  was  con- 
scious were  the  chucklings  of  a  hoarse  laughter,  and  the 
mewings  of  a  Tom  Cat ! 

Master  Marsh  was  found  the  next  morning  by  his 
bewildered  serving-man,  stretched  before  the  door  of  the 
humble  hostel  at  which  lie  sojourned.  His  clothes 
were  somewhat  torn  and  much  beraired  !  and  deeply  did 
honest  Ralph  marvel  that  one  so  staid  and  grave  as 
Master  Marsh  of  Marston  should  thus  have  played  the 
roisterer,  missing,  perchance,  a  profitable  bargain  for  the 
drunken  orgies  of  midnight  wassail,  or  the  endearments 
of  some  rustic  light-o'-love.  Tenfold  was  his  astonish- 
ment increased  when,  after  retracing  in  silence  their 
journey  of  the  preceding  day,  the  Hall,  on  their  arrival 
about  noon,  was  found  in  a  state  of  uttermost  confusion. 
No  wife  stood  there  to  greet  with  the  smile  of  bland 
affection  her  returning  spouse ;  no  page  to  hold  his 
stirrup,  or  receive  his  gloves,  his  hat,  and  riding-rod. — 
The  doors  were  open,  the  rooms  in  most  admired 
disorder;  men  and  maidens  peeping,  hurrying  hither 
and  thither,  and  popping  in  and  out,  like  rabbits  in  a 
warren. — The  lady  of  the  mansion  was  nowhere  to  be 
found. 
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Jos6,  too,  had  disappeared ;  the  latter  had  been  last 
Been  riding  furiously  towards  Folkestone  early  in  th€ 
preceding  afternoon;  to  a  question  from  Hodge  Gai^ 
dener  he  had  hastily  answered,  that  he  bore  a  missive 
of  moment  from  his  mistress.  The  lean  apprentice  of 
Erasmus  Buckthorne  declared  that  the  page  had  sum- 
moned his  master,  in  haste,  about  six  of  the  clock,  and 
that  they  had  rode  forth  together,  as  he  verily  believed, 
on  their  way  back  to  the  Hall,  where  he  had  supposed 
Master  Buckthorne's  services  to  be  suddenly  requii-ed  on 
some  pressing  emergency.  Since  that  time  he  had  seen 
nought  of  either  of  them  :  the  grey  cob,  however,  had 
returned  late  at  night,  masterless,  with  his  girths  loose, 
and  the  saddle  turned  upside  down. 

Nor  was  Master  Erasmus  Buckthorne  ever  seen  again. 
Strict  search  was  made  through  the  neigh  bom-hood,  but 
without  success ;  and  it  was  at  length  presumed  that 
he  must,  for  reasons  which  nobody  could  divine,  have 
absconded,  together  with  Jose  and  his  faithless  mistress. 
The  latter  had  carried  off  with  her  the  strong  box,  divera 
articles  of  valuable  plate,  and  jewels  of  price.  Her 
boudoir  appeared  to  have  been  completely  ransacked ; 
the  cabinet  and  drawers  stood  open  and  empty;  the 
very  carpet,  a  luxury  then  newly  introduced  into  Eng- 
land, was  gone.  Marsh,  however,  could  trace  no  vestige 
of  the  visionary  scene  which  he  affirmed  to  have  been 
last  night  presented  to  his  eyes. 

Much  did  the  neighbours  marvel  at  his  story : — 
jsome  thought  him  mad ;  others,  that  he  was  merely 
indulging  in  that  privilege  to  which,  as  a  traveller,  he 
had  a  right  indefeasible.  Trusty  Ralph  said  nothing, 
but  shrugged  his  shoulders  ;  and,  falling  into  the  rear, 
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imitated  the  act  on  of  raising  a  wine-oup  to  his  lips. 
An  opinion,  indeed,  soon  prevailed,  that  Master  Thomae 
Marsh  had  gotten,  in  commou  ])arlance,  exceedingly 
drunk  on  the  preceding  evening,  ami,  had  dreamt  ail 
that  he  so  circumstantially  related,  'i'his  l>elief  acquired 
additional  credit  when  they,  whom  curiosity  induced  to 
visit  the  woody  knoll  of  Aldington  Mount,  declared  that 
they  could  find  no  huilding  such  as  that  described,  nor 
any  cottage  near ;  save  one,  indeed,  a  low-roofed  hovel, 
once  a  house  of  public  entertfiiiiment,  but  now  half  in 
ruins.  The  "  Old  Cat  and  Fiddle " — so  was  the  tene- 
ment called — had  been  long  uninhabited ;  yet  still  ex- 
hibited the  remains  of  a  broken  sign,  on  which  the  keen 
observer  might  decipher  something  like  a  rude  portrait 
of  ilie  animal  from  which  it  derived  its  name.  It  wna 
also  supposed  still  to  afford  an  occasional  asylum  to  the 
smugglers  of  the  coast,  but  no  trace  of  any  visit  from 
sage  or  mountebank  could  be  delected ;  nor  was  the 
wise  Aldrovando,  whom  many  remembered  to  have 
seen  at  the  fair,  ever  found  again  on  all  that  country 
side. 

Of  the  runaways,  nothing  was  ever  certainly  known. 
A  boat,  the  property  of  an  old  fisherman  who  plied  his 
trade  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  had  been  seen  to 
quit  the  bay  that  night ;  and  there  were  tliose  who  de- 
clared that  she  had  more  hands  on  board  tlian  Garden 
and  his  son,  her  usual  complement ;  but,  as  a  gale  came 
on,  and  the  frail  bark  was  eventually  found  keel  upwards 
on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  it  was  presumed  that  she  had 
struck  on  that  fatal  quicksand  in  the  dark,  and  that  all 
on  board  had  perished. 

Little   MariaD,   whom    her    profligate    mother   had 
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abandoned,  grevi  up  to  be  a  fine  girl,  ai  1  a  handsome. 
She  becjime,  moreover,  heiress  to  Marston  Hall,  and 
brought  the  estate  into  the  Ingoldsby  family  by  her 
marriage  with  one  of  its  scions. 

Thus  far  Mrs.  Botherby. 

It  is  a  little  singular  that,  on  pulling  down  the  old 
Hall  in  my  grandfather's  time,  a  human  skeleton  was 
discovered  among  the  rubbish :  under  what  particular 
part  of  the  building,  I  could  never  with  any  accuracy 
ascertain ;  but  it  was  found  enveloped  in  a  tattered 
clotli,  that  seemed  to  have  been  once  a  carpet,  and 
which  fell  to  pieces  almost  immediately  on  being  ex- 
posed to  the  air.  The  bones  were  perfect,  but  those  of 
one  hand  were  wanting ;  and  the  skull,  perhaps  from 
the  labourer's  pick-axe,  had  received  considerable  injury ; 
tlie  worm-eaten  stock  of  an  old-fashioned  pistol  lay 
near,  together  with  a  rusty  piece  of  iron  which  a  work- 
man, more  sagacious  than  his  fellows,  pronounced  a 
portion  of  the  lock,  but  nothing  was  found  which  the 
utmost  stretch  of  human  ingenuity  could  twist  into  a 
ban  el. 

The  portrait  of  the  fair  Marian  hangs  yet  in  the 
Gallery  of  Tappington ;  and  near  it  is  another,  of  a 
young  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  whom  Mrs.  Botherby 
affirms  to  be  that  of  her  father.  It  exhibits  a  mild  and 
rather  melancholy  countenance,  with  a  liigh  forehead, 
and  the  peaked  beard  and  moustaches  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  signet-finger  of  the  left  hand  is  gone, 
and  appears,  on  close  inspection,  to  have  been  painted 
out  by  some  later  artist ;  possibly  in  compliment  to  the 
tradition,  which,  teste  Botherby,  records  that  of  Mr. 
Marsh  to  have  gangrened,  and  to  have  undergone  pvn 
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putation  at  ihe  knuckle-joiot  If  really  the  resemblance 
of  the  geDtleman  alluded  to,  it  must  have  been  taken 
at  some  period  antecedent  to  his  marriage.  There  is 
neither  date  nor  painter^s  name  ;  but,  a  little  above  the 
head,  on  the  dexter  side  of  the  picture,  is  an  escutcheon, 
bearing  "Quarterly,  Gules  and  Argent,  in  the  first 
quarter  a  horse's  liead  of  the  second ;"  beneath  it  are 
the  words  "  jEtatis  sua  26."  On  the  opposite  side  is 
a  mark,  which  Mn  Simpkinson  declares  to  be  that  of  a 
Merchant  of  the  Staple,  and  pretends  to  discover,  in  the 
monogram  comprised  in  it,  all  the  characters  which 
compose  the  name  of  THOMAS  MARSH,  of 
MARSTON. 
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Respect  for  tlie  feelings  of  an  honourable  family, — 
nearly  connected  with  the  Ingoldsbys, — has  induced 
me  to  veil  the  real  "  sponsorial  and  patronymic  appel- 
lations "  of  my  next  hero  under  a  sobriquet  interfering 
neither  with  rhyme  nor  rhythm.*  1  shall  merely  add 
that  every  incident  in  the  story  bears,  on  the  face  of  it, 
the  stamp  of  veracity,  and  that  many  "  persons  of 
honour"  in  the  county  of  Berks  who  well  recollected 
Sir  George  Rooke's  expedition  against  Gibraltar,  would, 
if  they  were  now  alive,  gladly  bear  testimony  to  tlie 
truth  of  every  syllable. 

•  Pack  o'  nonsense !— Every  bcxly  as  belongs  to  him  is  dead  and  gone— 
and  every  body  knows  that  the  poor  young  gentleraan*8  real  name  wasn't 
Sobriquet  nt  all,  but  Hampden  Pye,  Esq.,  and  that  one  of  his  lit  teles— or 
cousins — used  to  make  verses  about  the  king  and  the  queen,  and  had  a 
sack  of  money  Tor  doing  it  every  yoar ;— and  that's  his  picture  in  the  blue 
coal  nnd  little  gold-laced  cocked  hat,  that  hangs  on  the  stairs  over  the  door 
of  the  passage  that  leads  to  the  blue  rt>om.Sobrtquct  ?— but  there  I— The 
Squire  wrote  it  aOer  dinner  I 

ElUABBTH   BOTHBRtT. 
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Thic  Captain  is  walking  his  quarter-deck, 
With  a  troubled  brow  and  a  bended  neck ; 
One  eye  is  down  through  the  hatchway  cast. 
The  other  turns  up  to  the  truck  on  the  roost  * 
Yet  none  of  the  crew  may  Tenture  to  hint 
"  Our  Skipper  hath  gotten  a  sinister  squint  I  * 

Die  Captain  again  the  letter  hath  read 

Which  the  bum-boat  woman  brought  out  to  Spithead- 

Still,  since  the  good  ship  sail'd  away, 

He  reads  tliat  letter  three  times  a-day ; 

Yet  the  writing  is  broad  and  fair  to  see. 

As  a  Skipper  may  read  in  his  degree. 

And  the  seal  is  as  black,  and  as  brond,  and  as  flat, 

As  his  own  cockade  in  his  own  cuck*d  hat : 

He  reads,  and  he  says,  as  he  walks  to  and  fro^ 

*'  Curse  the  old  woman — she  bothers  mo  so !  ** 

He  pauses  now,  for  the  topmen  hail — 

**  On  the  larboard  quarter  a  sail !  a  sail  1 " 

Iliat  grim  old  Captain  he  turns  hitn  quick. 

And  bawls  through  his  trumpet  for  Ilairy-faccd  Dick. 

*'  The  breeze  is  blowing — huzza  I  huzza  I 

The  breeze  is  blowing — away !  away  I 

The  breeze  is  blowing — a  race  I  a  race ! 

The  breeze  is  blowing — we  near  the  chase ! 

Blood  will  flow,  and  bullets  will  fly, — 

Oh  where  will  be  then  young  Hamilton  Tighe  1 " 

— *'  On  the  foeman*s  deck,  where  a  man  should  be. 
With  his  sword  in  his  liand,  and  his  foe  at  his  kne«. 
Cockswain  or  boat«wain,  or  reefer  may  try, 
But  the  firat  man  on  board  will  be  Hamilton  Tighe  I* 
•  •  *  * 
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Ilairy-faced  Dick  hath  a  swarthy  hne, 
Between  a  ginger-bread-nut  and  a  Jew, 
And  his  pigtail  is  long,  and  bushy,  and  thick, 
Like  a  pump-handle  stuck  on  the  end  of  a  stiok 
Hairy -taoed  Dick  understands  his  trade; 
He  stands  by  the  breech  of  a  long  carronade^ 
The  linst'vjk  glows  in  his  bony  hand. 
Waiting  that  grim  old  Skipper's  command. 

"  The  bullets  are  flying — ^huzza  I  huzza  I 

The  bullets  are  flying — away  1  away  I  " — 

The  brawny  boarders  mount  by  tiie  chains, 

And  are  over  their  buckles  in  blood  and  in  brains: 

On  the  foemnn*s  deck,  where  a  man  should  be, 

Young  Hamilton  Tighe 

Waves  his  cutlass  high, 
And  Capilaine  Crapaud  bends  low  at  his  knee 

Hairy-faced  Dick,  linstock  in  hand, 

Is  waiting  that  grim-looking  Skipper's  command  :-— 

A  wink  comes  sly 

From  that  sinister  eye — 
Hairy-faced  Dick  at  once  lets  fly. 
And  knocks  off  the  head  of  yonng  Hamilton  Tighol 

T)icre*s  a  lady  sits  lonely  in  bower  and  hall. 

Her  pages  and  handmaidens  come  at  her  call : 

"  Now,  haste  ye,  ray  handmaidens,  haste  and  see 

How  he  sits  there  and  glow'rs  with  his  head  on  his  knee 

Tlie  maidens  smile,  and,  her  thoughts  to  destroy, 

Tlicy  bring  her  a  little,  pale,  mealy-faced  boy; 

And  the  mealy-faced  boy  says,   "  Mother  dear, 

Now  Hamilton's  dead,  IVe  a  thousand  a  year  t  * 

The  lady  has  donn*d  her  mantle  and  hood, 
She  is  bound  for  shrift  at  St  Mary's  Rood  ;— 
*•  Oh  1  the  taper  shall  burn,  and  the  bell  shaJ'  toll. 
And  the  mass  shall  be  said  for  my  step-son'    iO'*I, 
And  the  tablet  fair  shall  be  hung  on  hig)  . 
OrtUe  pro  animd  Hamilton  71ffJut^ 
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Her  co&ch  and  four 

Draws  up  to  the  door 
With  her  groom,  and  her  footman,  and  half  a  soore  mor» 
The  Lady  stepe  into  her  coach  alone, 
And  they  hear  her  sigh,  and  tliey  hear  her  groan ; 
They  close  the  door,  and  they  turn  the  pin. 
But  there* M  One  ride9  with  her  ifiat  fiever  stepped  in  I 
All  the  way  there  and  all  the  way  back, 
The  harness  strains,  and  the  coach-springs  crack. 
The  horses  snort,  and  plunge,  and  kick. 
Till  the  coachman  thinks  he  is  driving  Old  Nick; 
And  the  grooms  and  the  footmen  wonder,  and  say, 
"What  makes  the  old  coach  so  heayy  to-day f* 
But  the  mealy-faced  boy  peeps  in,  and  sees 
A  man  sitting  there  with  his  head  on  his  kneeat 

Tis  ever  the  same, — ^in  hall  or  in  bower, 
Wherever  the  place,  whatever  the  hour. 
That  Lady  mutters^  and  talks  to  the  air. 
And  her  eye  is  fixed  on  an  empty  chair ; 
But  the  mealy-faced  boy  still  whis]>er8  with  dread, 
"She  talks  to  a  man  with  never  a  head  I  " 

•  *  *  *  • 

There's  an  old  Yellow  Admiral  living  at  BatJi, 
As  gray  as  a  badger,  as  thin  as  a  lath ; 
And  his  very  queer  eyes  have  such  very  queer  leen^ 
They  seem  to  be  trying  to  peep  at  his  ears; 
That  old  Yellow  Admiral  goes  to  the  Rooms^ 
And  he  plays  long  whist,  but  he  frets  and  he  fumes, 
For  all  his  Knaves  stand  upside  down. 
And  the  Jack  of  Clubs  does  nothing  but  frown; 
And  the  Kings,  and  the  Aces,  and  all  the  best  trumpt 
Get  into  the  hands  of  the  other  old  frumps ; 
While,  dose  to  his  partner,  a  man  he  sees 
Counting  the  tricks  with  his  head  on  his  kneesw 

In  Ratcliffe  Highway  there's  an  old  marine  storey 
And  a  rrreat  black  doll  hangs  put  at  the  dcor; 
Ther)  are  rusty  locks  and  dusty  bags, 
An^  nusty  phitils,  and  fusty  rags, 
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And  a  luety  old  woman,  callM  Thirsty  Nan, 
And  her  crusty  old  husband's  a  Hairy-faced  man  I 

That  Hairy-faced  man  is  sallow  and  wan,' 
And  his  great  thick  pigtail  is  withered  and  gone  ; 
And  he  cries,  "Take  away  that  lubberly  chap 
That  sits  there  and  grins  with  his  head  in  his  lap!  ** 
And  the  neighbours  say,  as  they  see  him  look  «ick, 
"  What  a  rum  old  covey  is  Hairy-faced  Dick !  ** 

Tliat  Admiral,  Lady,  and  Hairy-faced  man 

May  say  what  they  please,  and  may  do  what  they  cau 

B>it  one  thing  seems  remarkably  clear, — 

They  may  die  to-morrow,  or  live  till  next  year,— 

But  wherever  they  live,  or  whenever  they  die. 

They'll  never  get  quit  of  young  Hamilton  Tighe. 


The  When, — the  Where, — and  the  How, — of  the 
succeeding  narrative  speak  for  themselves.  It  may  be 
proper,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  ruins  here  alluded 
to,  and  improperly  termed  "  the  Abbey,"  are  not  those 
of  Bolsover,  described  in  a  preceding  page,  but  the 
remains  of  a  Preceptory  once  belonging  to  the  Enightb 
Templars,  situate  near  Swynfield,  Swinkefield,  or,  as  it  is 
now  generally  spell  and  pronounced,  Swingfield,  Minnis, 
a  rough  tract  of  common  land  now  undergoing  the 
process  of  enclosure,  and  adjoining  the  woods  and  arable 
lands  of  Tappington,  at  the  distance  of  some  two  miles 
from  the  Hall,  to  the  South-eastern  windows  of  which 
the  time-worn  walls  in  question,  as  seen  over  the  inter- 
vening coppices,  present  a  picturesque  and  i>trikiDg 
object 
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Scene,  the  ''Snuggery'*  at  Tappington— Grandpapa  in  a  hig1i-bju*k«d 
cane-boitoined  elbow-chair  of  carved  walnut-tree,  dozing  ;  k.i  note  at  ai 
angle  of  forty-five  degrees, — his  thambs  slowly  perform  the  rotator) 
motion  descnbed  by  lexicographers  as  **  twiddling." — The  "Hope  of  the 
family"  astride  on  a  walking-stick,  with  burnt-cork  mustachios,  and  a 
pheasant's  tail  pinned  in  hift  cap,  solaceth  himself  with  martial  music.*- 
Roused  by  a  strain  of  surpassing  dissonance,  Grandpapa  loquitur.] 

Come  hither,  come  hither,  my  little  boy  Ned  I 

Come  hither  unto  my  knee-^ 
I  cannot  away  with  that  horrible  din, 
That  sixpenny  drum,  and  that  trumpet  of  tin. 
Oh,  better  to  wander  frank  and  free 
Through  the  Fair  of  good  Saint  Bortlemy, 
Than  list  to  such  awful  minstrelsie. 
Now  lay,  little  Ned,  those  nuisances  by, 
And  rU  rede  ye  a  lay  of  Gramraarye. 

\3randpapa  riseth,  yawneth  like  the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano,  |ira 
ceedelh  slowly  to   the    window,  and    apostro]*hizeth  the  Abbey  in  thu 


I  love  thy  tower,  Grey  ruin, 
I  joy  thy  form  to  see, 
Though  reft  of  all, 
Cell,  cloister,  and  hall. 
Nothing  is  left  save  a  tottering  wall 
That  awfully  grand  and  darkly  dull, 
Tlireatened  to  fall  and  demolish  my  skull, 
Aa,  ages  ago,  I  wander'd  along 
Careless  thy  grass-grown  courts  among, 
In  sky-blue  jacket^  and  trows«^rs  laced, 
The  latter  uncommonly  short  in  the  waiHt. 
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Thoa  art  dearer  to  roe,  thou  Ruin  grey, 
Than  the  Squire's  Terandah  over  the  way ; 
And  fairer,  I  we^n. 
The  ivy  sheen 
That  thy  mouldering  turret  hinda^ 
Tlian  the  Alderman's  house  about  half  a  mile  ofl^ 
With  the  green  Venetian  blinds. 

Full  many  a  tale  would  my  Grandam  tell. 

In  many  a  bygone  day, 
Of  darksome  decda^  which  of  old  befell 

In  thee,  thou  Ruin  grey  t 
And  I  the  readiest  ear  would  lend. 

And  stare  like  frighten'd  pig  I 
While  my  Grandfather's  hair  would  have  stood  up  on  end. 

Had  he  not  worn  a  wig. 

One  tale  I  remember  of  mickle  dread — 
Now  lithe  and  listen,  my  little  boy  Ned  1 

*  «  «  *  • 

Thou  mayest  have  read,  ray  little  boy  Ned, 

Tliough  thy  mother  thine  idlesse  blaoaea, 
In  Doctor  Goldsmith's  history  book, 

Of  a  gentleman  called  King  James, 
In  quilted  doublet^  and  great  trunk  breeches, 
Wlio  held  in  abhorrence  Tobacco  and  Witches.  ^ 

Well, — ^in  King  James's  golden  days^ — 

For  the  days  were  golden  then, — 
They  could  not  1)e  less,  for  good  Queen  Bess 

Had  died,  aged  three  score  and  ten, 
And  her  days  we  know. 
Were  all  of  them  so ; 
While  the  Court  poets  sung,  and  tlie  Court  gallants  iwoic 
That  the  days  were  as  golden  still  as  before. 

Some  people,  'tis  true,  a  troublesome  few, 

Who  historical  points  would  unsettle. 
Have  lately  thrown  out  a  ?ort  of  a  doubt 

Of  the  genuine  ring  of  the  metal ; 
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But  who  can  believe  to  a  monarch  so  wise 
People  would  dare  tell  a  parcel  of  lies ! 

— ^Well,  then,  in  good  Kin|^  James's  days^^ 

Golden  or  not  does  not  matter  a  jot, — 

Yon  Ruin  a  sort  of  a  roof  had  got ; 

For  though,  repairs  lacking,  its  walls  had  been  cracking 

Bince  Harry  the  Eightli  sent  its  people  a-packing, 

Though  joists,  and  floors, 

And  windows,  and  doors 
Had  all  disappear'd,  yet  jiillars  by  scores 
Kemain'd,  and  still  propp'd  up  a  ceiling  or  two^ 
While  the  belfry  was  almost  as  good  as  new; 
Tou  are  not  to  suppose  matters  look'd  just  so 
In  the  Ruin  some  two  hundred  years  ago. 

Just  in  that  failhermost  angle,  where 

There  aie  still  the  remains  of  a  winding-stair, 

One  turret  especially  high  in  air 

Uprear^d  its  tall  gaunt  form ; 
As  if  defying  the  power  of  Fate,  or 
The  hand  of  "  Time  the  Innovator ;" 

And  though  to  the  pitiless  storm 
Its  weaker  bretliren  all  around 
Bowing,  in  ruin  had  strcw'd  the  ground, 
Alone  it  stoo<l,  while  its  fellows  lay  strew'd. 
Like  a  four-bottle  man  in  a  eotnj>any  "  screw'd," 
Not  firm  on  his  legs,  but  by  no  means  subdued. 

One  night — ^"twas  in  sixteen  hundred  and  six,— 
I  like  when  I  can,  Ned,  the  date  to  fix, — 

The  month  was  May, 

Though  I  can't  well  say 
At  this  distance  of  time  the  ]>articular  day — 
Bnt  oh  I  that  night,  that  horrible  night  1 
— Folks  ever  afterwards  said  with  affright 
That  they  never  had  seen  such  a  terrible  sight 
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The  Sun  had  gone  down  fiery  red ; 

And  if  that  evening  he  laid  his  head 

In  Thetifi's  lap  beneath  the  seas, 

He  must  have  scalded  the  goddess's  kneeSk 

He  left  behind  him  a  lurid  track 

Of  blood-red  light  upon  clouds  so  black. 

That  Warren  and  Hont^  with  the  whole  of  their  crew, 

Could  scarcely  have  given  them  a  darker  hue. 

There  came  a  shrill  and  a  whistling  sound. 
Above,  beneath,  beside,  and  around, 

Yet  leaf  ne'er  moved  on  tree  1 
So  that  some  people  thought  old  Belzebub  must 
Have  been  lock'd  out  of  doors,  and  was  blowing  the  dust 
,  From  the  pipe  of  his  street-door  key. 
And  then  a  hollow  moaning  )>la8t 
Came,  sounding  more  dismally  still  than  the  hv<t ; 
And  the  liglitning  flashed  and  the  thunder  growl'd. 
And  louder  and  louder  the  tempest  howl'd. 
And  the  rain  came  <lown  in  such  sheets  as  would  st<aggei  i 
Bard  for  a  simile  sliort  of  Niagara. 

Rob  Gilpin  "  was  a  citizen ;  ** 

But  though  of  some  "  renown," 
Of  fio  great  "credit"  in  his  own, 

Or  any  other  town. 

He  was  a  wild  an  J  roving  lad. 

For  ever  in  tlie  alehouse  boozing; 
Or  romping, — which  is  quite  as  bad, — 

With  female  friends  of  his  own  choosing. 

And  Rob  this  very  day  had  made. 

Not  dreaming  such  a  storm  was  brewing 

An  assignation  with  Miss  Slade, — 
Their  try  sting- place  that  same  grey  Ruin, 

But  Qertrude  Slade  became  afraid. 
And  to  keep  her  appointment  unwilling, 
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When  she  spied  the  raio  on  her  window-pane 

In  drops  as  big  as  a  shilling ; 
She  put  off  lier  hat  and  her  mantle  again,— 
*'He*l]  never  expect  me  in  all  this  raint " 

But  little  he  recks  of  the  fears  of  the  sex. 

Or  that  maiden  false  to  her  tryst  could  be^ 
He  had  stood  there  a  good  half  hour 
Ere  yet  had  commenced  that  perilous  shower, 

Alone  by  the  trystingtreel 

Robin  looks  east^  Robin  looks  west, 

But  he  sees  not  her  whom  he  loves  the  best; 

Robin  looks  up,  and  Uohin  looks  down, 

But  no  one  comes  from  the  neighbouring  towL 

The  storm  came  at  last, — ^loud  roarM  tlu'  blasts 
And  the  shades  of  evening  fell  thick  and  fast ; 
The  tempest  grew  ;  and  the  straggling  yew. 
His  leafy  umbrella,  was  wftt  through  arul  tiiroughi 
Rob  was  half  dead  with  coM  and  fright. 
When  he  spies  in  the  Ruins  a  twinkling  litrht— 
A  hep,  two  skips,  and  a  jump,  and  straight 
Rob  stands  within  that  postern  gate. 

And  there  were  gossips  sitting  there, 

By  one,  by  two,  by  three : 

Two  were  an  old  ill-fa vour'd  pair. 

But  the  third  was  young,  and  passing  fair. 
With  laughing  eyes,  nud  with  coal-black  hnir 

A  dainty  quean  was  she  f 
Rob  would  have  given  his  ears  to  sip 
But  a  single  salute  from  her  cherry  lip. 

As  they  sat  in  that  old  and  haunted  room. 
In  each  one's  hand  was  a  huge  birch  broom. 
On  each  one's  head  was  a  steeple-crownM  hat. 
On  each  one's  knee  was  a  coal-black  cat ; 
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£Ach  had  a  kirUe  of  Lincoln  green — 
It  was,  1  trow,  a  fearsome  scene. 

"Now  riddle  me,  riddle  me  right,  Madge  Gray, 
Wliat  foot  unhallow'd  wends  this  way  I 
Goody  Price,  Goody  Price,  now  areed  me  aright^ 
Who  roams  the  old  Ruins  this  drearysome  night  I" 

Tlien  up  and  spake  that  sonsie  quean, 
And  she  spake  both  loud  and  clear ; 
"  Oh,  be  it  for  weal,  or  be  it  for  woe. 
Enter  friend,  or  enter  foe, 
Rob  Gilpin  is  w^elcome  here  I — 

*' Now  tread  we  a  measure !  a  halll  a  hall  1 
Now  tread  we  a  measure,"  quoth  she — 

Tlie  heart  of  Robin 

Beat  thick  and  throbbing — 
"Roving  Bob,  tread  a  measure  w^ith  me  I " 
"Ay,  lassie  I"  quoth  Rob,  as  her  hand  he  gripes, 
"Though  Satiin  himself  were  blowing  the  pipes. ' 

Now  around  they  go,  and  around,  and  around. 
With  hop-skip-and-jump,  and  frolicsome  bound. 

Such  sailing  and  gliding. 

Such  sinking  and  sliding, 

Such  lofty  curvetting, 

And  grand  pirouetting; 
Ned,  you  would  swear  tliat  Monsieuf  Gilbert 
And  Miss  Taglioni  were  capeiing  there! 

And  oh!  such  awful  music! — ^ne'er 

Full  sounds  so  uncanny  on  mortal  ear. 

There  were  the  tones  of  a  dying  man's  groanf 

Mix'd  with  the  rattling  of  dead  men's  bones: 

Had  you  heard  the  shrieks,  and  the  squeals  and  *h^  «]V4ak 

Tou*d  not  have  forgotten  Uie  sound  for  weeks. 

And  around,  and  around,  and  around  they  go^ 
Heel  to  heel,  and  toe  to  toe. 
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Pranoe  and  caper,  curvet  acd  wheel, 
Toe  to  toe,  and  heel  to  heel. 

••Tie  merry,  'tis  meriy,  Cuiiiraera,  I  trow, 

To  dance  thus  beneath  the  nightshade  bough  1  ** 

"  Goody  Price,  Goody  Price,  now  riddle  me  rights 
Wliere  may  we  sup  this  frolicsome  night  f '' 

'^Mine  host  of  the  Dragon  hath  mutton  and  veal  I 

The  Squire  hatli  partridge,  and  widgeon,  and  teal; 

But  old  Sir  Thopas  hath  daintier  cheer, 

A  pasty  made  of  the  good  red  deer, 

A  huge  grouse  pie,  and  a  fine  Florentine, 

A  fat  roast  goose,  and  a  turkey  and  chine." 

—"Madge  Gray,  Madge  Gray, 

Now  tell  me,  I  pray, 

Where's  the  best  wassail  bowl  to  our  roundelay  t" 

" — ^There  is  ale  in  the  cellars  of  Tappington  Hall, 
But  the  Squire  *  is  a  churl,  and  his  drink  is  small ; 

Mine  host  of  the  Dragon 

Hath  many  a  flaggon 
Of  double  ale,  lamb's  wool,  and  eau  de  vie. 

But  8ir  Thopas  the  Vicar, 

Hath  costlier  liquor, — 
A  butt  of  the  choicest  Malvoiaie 

He  doth  not  lack 

Canary  or  sack ; 
And  a  good  pint  stoop  of  Clary  wine 
Smacks  merrily  off  with  a  Turkey  and  Cliinel* 

"Now  away!  and  away!  without  delay, 
Hey  CoekoloTum  I  my  Broomstick  gay ! 

•  Slcpben  Ingoldsby.  auroumed  "The  Nianfard,"  wcond  cousSn  ftnd  sufr 
ee«or  to  **Tho  Bud  Sir  Clles."  (ViMtnlicii  of  Kont,  1606.)  For  an 
uecouni  of  his  murder  by  biirsrlars,  and  Iheir  subseqiu'iil  ox^culion,  see 
Dodsley*!  ^Rcmarkablo  Trials,"  &c.  London.  17:(^  toL  ii.  p.  204,  ca  Uir 
present  ▼olarae,  Art.  «  Hand  of  Glory." 
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We  mnftt  be  back  ere  the  dftwn  of  the  daj  ; 
xJey  up  the  chimney!  away  I  awayl*'^ 

Old  Goody  Price 

Mounts  in  a  trice, 
In  showing  her  legs  she  is  not  over  nice ; 

Old  Qoody  Jones, 

All  skin  and  bones, 
Follows  "like  winking." — Away  go  the  crone^ 
Knees  and  nose  in  a  line  with  the  toes, 
Sitting  their  brooms  like  so  many  Ducrows ; 

Latest  and  last 

The  damsel  passed. 
One  glance  of  her  coal-black  eye  she  cast; 
She  laugh'd  with  glee  loud  laughters  three, 
"Dost  fear,  Rob  Gilpin,  to  ride  with  met**— 
Oh,  never  might  man  unscath'd  espy 
One  single  glance  from  that  coal-black  eye. 

— Away  she  flow ! — 

Without  more  ado 
Rob  seizes  and  mounts  on  a  broomstick  too, 
"  Hey  I  up  the  chimney,  lass  I     Iley  after  you  1" 

Il*s  a  very  fine  thing,  on  a  fine  day  in  June, 
To  ride  through  the  air  in  a  Nassau  Balloon ; 
But  you'll  find  very  soon,  if  you  aim  at  the  Moon 
In  a  carriage  like  that,  you're  a  bit  of  a  "Spoon," 

For  the  lartcest  can't  fly 

Above  twenty  miles  liigh. 
And  you're  not  half  way  then  on  your  journey,  nor  nigh , 

While  no  man  alive 

Could  ever  contrive, 
Mr.  Green  has  declared,  to  get  higher  than  five. 
And  the  soundest  Philosophers  hold  that,  )>erhap^ 
If  you  reach'd  twenty  miles  your  balloon  would  colla  »fle, 

Or  pass  by  such  action 

The  sphere  of  attraction. 
Getting  into  the  track  of  some  Comet — Good-lack  I 
Tis  n  thousand  to  o:jo  tha*.  von'<l  never  come  back; 
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And  tho  boldest  of  mortals  a  danger  like  that  mnsl  fenr. 
Roahlj  protruding  beyond  onr  own  atmosphere. 

No,  no ;  when  1  try 

A  trip  to  the  sky, 
I  shan't  go  in  that  thing  of  youns  Mr.  Gye, 
Though  Messieurs  Monk  Mason,  and  Spencer,  and  Benzly 
All  join  in  saying  it  travels  so  easily. 

No ;  there's  nothing  so  good 

As  a  pony  of  wood — 
Not  like  that  which,  of  lato,  they  stuck  up  on  the  gate 
At  the  end  of  the  Park,  which  caused  so  much  del>ate. 
And  gave  so  much  trouble  to  make  it  stand  straigiit, — 

But  a  regular  Broomstick — ^you'll  find  that  the  favourile— 
Above  all,  when,  like  Robin,  you  haven't  to  pay  for  it 

— Stay — really  I  dread — 

I  am  losing  the  tliread 
Of  my  tale ;  and  it's  time  you  should  be  in  your  be«l 
So  lithe  now,  and  listen,  my  little  boy  Ned  1 

Tlie  Vicarage  walls  are  lofty  and  thick, 

And  the  copings  are  stone,  and  tlie  sides  arc  brick, 

Tlie  casements  are  nari'ow,  and  bolted  and  bnrr'tl. 

And  the  stout  oak  door  is  heavy  and  hartl ; 

Moreover,  by  way  of  additional  guard, 

A  great  big  dog  runs  loose  in  the  yard, 

And  a  horse-slioe  is  nail'd  on  the  threshold  sill.-- 

To  keep  out  aught  that  savours  of  ill, — 

But,  alack  I  the  chimney-pot's  open  still  1 

— That  great  big  dog  begins  to  quail, 

Between  his  hind-legs  he  drops  his  tail, 

Crouch'd  on  the  ground,  the  t*»rrified  hound 

Gives  vent  to  a  very  odd  sort  of  a  sound  ; 

It  is  net  a  bark,  lou<l,  open,  and  free, 

As  an  honest  old  wntch-dotj'n  bark  should  be; 

It  is  not  a  yelp,  it  is  not  a  growl. 

But  a  something  between  n  whine  and  a  howl 

And,  hark  ! — a  sound  froni  lln-  wii  d<iw  high 
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Revponds  to  the  watch-dog's  pitiful  cry : 

It  is  not  a  raoan, 

It  is  not  a  gi'oan : 
It  comes  from  a  nose, — ^but  is  not  what  a  ncse 
Produces  in  healthy  and  sound  re])ose. 
Yet  Sir  Thopas  the  Vicar  is  fast  asleep, 
And  his  respirations  are  heavy  and  deep ! 

He  snores,  *tis  true,  but  he  snores  no  more 
As  he's  aye  been  accustom'd  to  snore  before. 
And  as  men  of  his  kidney  are  wont  to  snore ;— > 
(Sir  Thopas*8  weight  is  sixteen  stone  four;) 
He  draws  his  breath  like  a  muu  distress'd 
By  |)ain  or  grief,  or  like  one  o]>presd'd 
By  some  ugly  old  Incubus  perch'd  on  his  breast. 

A  something  seems 

To  disturb  his  di-eams, 
And  thrice  on  his  ear,  distinct  and  clear. 
Falls  a  voice  as  of  somcbo<ly  wliis])ering  near, 
In  still  small  accents,  faint  and  few, 
"Hey  down  the  chimney-pot  I — Uoy  after  youl" 

Tliroughout  the  Vicarage,  near  and  far, 
There  is  no  lack  of  bolt  or  of  bar ; 

Tliere  areqdenty  of  locks 

To  closet  and  box, 
Yet  the  pantry  wicket  is  standing  ajar! 
And  the  little  low  door,  through  which  you  must  go^ 
Down  some  half-dozen  steps,  to  the  collar  below. 
Is  also  unfastened,  though  no  one  may  know. 
By  so  much  as  a  guess,  how  it  comes  to  be  so ; 

For  wicket  antl  door, 

The  evening  before, 
Were  both  of  thom  lookM,  ami  the  key  safely  placed 
On   the  bunch   that  hangs  down  from  the   Housekefpcr 
waist 

Oh  I  'twas  a  jovial  sight  to  view 

Iq  that  snug  little  ccIjui-  that  frolicsome  crew  I 
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Oltl  Goo'ly  Price 

Had  trot  sonu'ihing  nico, 
A  turkey  poult  larded  with  bftcon  and  spice;— 

Old  Goody  Jones 

Would  touch  nought  that  hnd  bonen, — 
She  mi&^ht  just  as  well  mumble  n  parcel  of  stones. 
Goody  Jones^  in  sooth,  hath  got  never  a  tooth, 
And  a  New-College  pudding  of  marrow  and  phims 
Is  the  dish  of  all  others  that  suitcth  her  gums. 

Madge  Gray  was  picking 

Tlie  breast  of  a  chicken. 
Her  coal-black  eye,  with  its  glance  so  sly, 
Was  fixed  on  Rob  Gilpin  himself  sitting  by 
With  his  heart  full  of  love,  and  his  mouth  full  of  pio 

Grouse  pie,  with  hare 

In  the  middle,  is  fare 
Wliioh,  duly  concocted  with  science  and  care. 
Doctor  Kitchener  says,  is  beyontl  all  compare ; 

And  a  tenderer  leveret 

Robin  had  never  ate  ; 
80,  in  after  times,  oft  he  was  wont  to  asseverate. 

•'Now  pledge  we  the  wine-cup! — a  health!  a  health! 

Sweet  are  the  pleasures  obtain'd  by  stealth  1 

Fill  up!  fill  up! — the  brim  of  the  cup 

Is  the  part  that  aye  holdeth  the  toothsomest  sup! 

Here's  to  thee,  Goody  Price! — Goody  Jones,  to  thee!— 

To  thee,  Roving  Rob  1  and  again  to  me ! 

Many  a  sip,  never  a  slip 

Come  t^  us  four  *twixt  the  cup  and  the  lip !" 

Tlie  cups  pass  quick, 

Tlie  toasts  fly  thick, 
Rob  tries  in  vain  out  their  meaning  to  pick. 
But  hears  the  words  "Scratch,"  and  "Old  Bogey,"  and  'OTiek 

More  familiar  grown, 

Now  he  stands  up  alone, 
Voluuteering  to  give  th«m  a  toast  of  his  own. 
FIRST   8ERTKS.  8 
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"  A  l)Minper  of  wine  I 

Fill  thine  1     Fill  mine! 
Here*B  a  health  to  old  Noah  who  i)lanteJ  the  VineP 

Oh  then  what  sneezing, 

Wli.'it  coughing  and  wheezing, 
Knsue<1  in  a  way  that  was  not  over  pleasing  I 
Goo<ly  Price,  Goody  Jones,  and  the  pretty  Madge  Gray, 
All  seem'd  as  their  liquor  had  gone  Uie  wrong  way 

But  the  best  of  the  joke  was,  the  moment  he  spoke 

Hiosc  words  which  the  party  seeru'd  almost  to  choke, 

As  by  mentioning  Noah  some  spell  had  been  broke, 

Every  soul  in  the  house  nt  that  instant  awoke ! 

And,  hearing  the  din  from  barrel  and  bin, 

Drew  at  once  the  conclusion  that  thieves  had  got  in. 

Up  jump'd  the  Cook  and  cnught  hold  of  her  spit : 

Up  jumpM  the  Groom  and  took  bridle  and  bit; 

Up  jump'd  the  Gartlener  and  shoulder'd  his  spade  : 

Up  jump'd  the  Scullion, — the  Footman, — the  Maid  ; 

(The  two  last,  by  the  way,  occasioned  some  scandal, 

By  appearing  together  with  oidy  one  candle, 

Which  gave  for  unpleasant  surmises  some  handle  ;) 

Up  jump'd  the  Swineherd, — and  up  jimip'd  the  big  boy, 

A  nondescript  under  him,  acting  as  l*ig-boy  ; 

Butler,  Housekeeper,  Coaclmian — from  bottom  to  top 

EverylxMiy  jump'd  up  without  parley  or  stop^ 

With  tlie  weajwn  which  tirst  in  their  way  chanced  to  drop 

Whip,  warming-pan,  wig*block,  mug,  musket^  and  mop. 

Last  of  all  doth  appear, 

With  some  symptoms  of  fear, 
Sir  Tliopas  in  person  to  bring  up  the  rear, 
Tn  a  mix'd  kind  of  costume  half  Pontifical ibits. 
Half  what  s<;holai*s  denominate  Pure  Naturcdihui  ; 

Nay,  the  truth  to  express. 

As  you  '11  easily  guoss, 
Thoy  have  non**  of  them  time  to  attend  much  to  ireas: 
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But  He»  or  She, 

Ajb  the  case  may  be, 
He  or  She  seizes  what  He  or  She  pleases, 
Trunk-hosen  or  kirUes^  and  shirts  or  chemises 
And  thus  one  and  all,  great  and  stnnll,  shoi*t  am**  tall. 
Muster  at  once  in  the  Vicarage-hall, 
With  ui)standing  locks,  starting  eyes,  shorten*a  breatb 
Like  tlie  folks  in  the  Gallery  Scene  in  Macbeth, 
When  Macduff  is  announcing  their  Sovereign's  5eath. 
And  hark  I — what  accents  clear  and  strong. 
To  the  listening  throng  came  floating  along  I 
Tis  Robin  encoring  himself  in  a  song — 
"Very  good  songi  very  well  sungl 
Jolly  companions  every  one  I'* 

On,  on  to  the  cellar  I  away  1  away  1 
On,  on,  tr»  the  cellar  without  more  delay  I 
The  whole  potae  rush  onwards  in  battle  array- 
Conceive  the  dismay  of  the  party  so  gay, 
Old  Goody  Jones,  Goody  Price,  and  Madge  Grry. 
When  the  door  bursting  wide,  they  descried  th«»  allied 
Troops,  prepared  for  the  onslaught,  roll  in  like  o  tide, 
And  the  spits,  and  the  tongs,  and- the  pokers  Inside  I — 
"  Boot  and  saddle  8  the  word !  mount,  Cuinmc^  and  rit 
Alarm  was  ne'er  caused  more  strong  and  indigei.ous 
By  cats  among  rats,  or  a  hawk  in  a  pigeon-house : 

Quick  from  the  view 

^.way  thoy  all  flew. 
With  a  yell,  and  a  son^eeh,  and  a  halliballoo^ 
"  Hey  up  the  chimney  I     Hey  after  you  !" — 
TTie  Volscians  themselves  made  an  exit  less  speedy 
From  Coi'ioli,  "flutter'd  like  dovps"  by  Macrcady. 

Tl»ey  are  gone, — save  one 

Robin  alone  I 
Robin,  whose  high  state  of  civilization 
PrecliKles  oil  idea  of  aerostation. 
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And  who  now  has  no  notion 
Of  more  K)coinotion 
Than  suffices  to  kick,  with  much  zeal  and  devotion. 
Right  and  left  at  the  party,  who  pounced  on  their  victini. 
And  maul'd  hin:,  and  kicked  him,  and  lick'd  him,  and  prick'd 

mm. 
As  they  bore  him  away  scarce  aware  what  was  done, 
And  believing  it  all  but  a  part  of  the  fun. 
Hie — ^hiccoughing  out  the  same  strain  he'd  begun, 
•'Jol — jolly  companions  every  oncl" 

Morning  gray 

Scarce  bursts  into  day 
Ere  at  Tappingtou  Hall  there's  the  deuce  to  pay ; 
The  tables  and  chairs  are  all  placed  in  array 
In  the  old  oak-parlour,  and  in  and  out 
Domestics  and  neighbours,  a  motley  rout, 
Are  walking,  and  whispering,  and  standing  about* 

And  the  Squire  is  there 

In  his  large  arm-chair, 
Leaning  back  with  a  grave  magisterial  air ; 

In  the  front  of  a  seat  a 

Huge  volume,  called  Flcta, 
And  Bracton,  a  tome  of  an  old-fashion'd  look. 
And  Coke  upon  Lyttloton,  then  a  new  book ; 

And  he  moistens  his  lips 

With  occasional  sips 
Prom  a  luscious  sack-posset  that  smiles  in  a  tankard 
Close  by  on  a  sido-tuble — not  that  he  drank  hard. 

But  because  at  that  day, 

I  hardly  need  say, 
The  Hong  Merchants  had  not  yet  invented  How  ()ua. 
Nor  as  yet  would  you  see  Souehoni;  or  Bohea 
At  the  ta))le8  of  porsoni?  of  any  det:ree ; 
How  our  ancestors  mnnaLre<l  to  do  without  tea 
I  must  fairly  confess  is  a  mystery  to  me ; 

Yet  your  Lydgates  and  Ghauceni 

Had  no  cups  and  saucers ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


THE    WITCHE6'    FROLIC.  17.'« 

Their  breakfast^  in  fact,  and  the  best  they  conld  get^ 
Was  a  8ort  of  a  dejeHner  a  lafowrchette  ; 

Instead  of  our  slops 

They  had  cutlets  and  chops^ 
And  sack-possets,  and  ale  in  stoups,  tankards^  aoA  pots ; 
And  they  woand  up  the  meal  with  runipdteaks  and  'msbalAta 

Now  the  Squire  lifts  hia  hand 

With  nn  air  of  comma lul, 
And  gives  tht^m  a  sign,  which  they  all  undeirtand. 
To  bring  in  the  culprit;  and  straightway  the  carter 
And  huntsman  drag  in  thnt  imfortunnte  martyr, 
Still  kicking  and  crying,  "Come. — what  are  you  arterl** 
The  charge  is  prepared,  ami  the  eviiliMice  clear, 
"He  was  caught  in  the  celhir  a-drinkinjr  the  beer  I 
And  came  Uiere,  there's  very  great  reaaon  to  fear, 
With  companions, — ^to  say  but  tlie  least  of  them, — queer; 

Such  as  Witches,  and  creatures 

With  horrible  features^ 

And  horrible  grins, 

And  hook'd  nor^os  and  chins. 
Who'd  been  playing  the  deuee  with  his  Reverence's  binna  * 

The  face  of  his  worship  grows  gi-aver  and  graver, 
As  the  parties  detail  Robin's  shameful  beliaviour ; 
Mister  Buzzard,  the  clerk,  while  the  tale  is  reciting, 
Sits  down  to  reduce  the  affair  into  writing, 

With*  all  proper  diction, 

And  due  "legal  fiction  :  " 
Vit:  "That  he,  the  said  prisoner,  a**  clearly  was  shown» 
Conspiring  with  folks  to  deponents  unknown. 
With  divers,  that  is  to  say,  two  thouirand  people, 
Id  two  thousand  hats,  each  hat  peuk'd  like  a  steeple. 

With  force  and  with  arms^ 

And  with  sorcery  and  charms. 

Upon  two  thousand  hrooms 

Entered  four  thousand  rooms; 
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To  wit,  two  tlionsand  pantriefl»  and  two  thousand  cellan 

Put  in  bodily  fear  twenty  thousand  in-dwellen^ 

And  with  sundry, — that  is  to  say,  two  thousand, — ^forks^ 

Drew  divers, — that  is  u>  say,  ten  thousand— corks^ 

And,  with  malice  prepense,  down  their  two  thousand  tk>«Mt* 

ties. 
Emptied  vanou^ — ^that  is  to  say,  ten  thousand — ^bottles, 
AH  in  breach  of  the  peace, — mored  by  Satan*s  malignit)  — 
And  in  spite  of  King  James,  and  his  Crown,  and  his  Dig 
nity." 

At  words  so  profound 

Rob  gazes  aroun^i. 
But  no  glance  sympathetic  to  cheer  him  is  found 

— ^No  glanse,  did  I  say  f 

Yes,  one  I — ^Madge  Gray  I — 
She  is  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  crowd  standing  by, 
And  sbc  gives  him  one  glance  from  her  coal-black  eyt, 
One  touch  to  his  hand,  and  one  word  to  his  ear, — 
(That's  A  line  which  I've  stolen  from  Sir  Walter  I  fear,) 

While  nobody  near 

Seems  to  see  her  or  hear ; 
As  his  worship  takes  up,  and  surveys,  with  a  strict  eye, 
The  broom  now  produced  as  the  corpus  delicti, 

Ere  his  lingers  can  clasp, 

It  is  snatch'd  from  his  grasp, 
The  end  pok'd  in  his  chest  with  a  force  makes  hiiu  gosp^ 
And,  despite  the  decorum  so  due  to  the  Qucrwti, 
His  worship's  upset,  and  so  too  is  his  juriim ; 
And  Madge  is  astride  on  the  broomstick  before  *em. 
**Hocu9  Pocu9 1  Quick,  Presto !  and  Jleif  Cockolortim  ! 
Mounts  mount  for  your  life,  Rob  I — ^Sir  Justice,  adieu  I— 
— ^Iley  up  the  chimney-pot!  hey  after  youl  " 

Through  the  mystified  groups 

With  a  halloo  and  whoop, 
Madge  on  the  pommel,  and  Robin  en  crwipe. 
The  pair  though  the  air  ride  as  if  in  a  chair. 
While  the  pat'^y  below  stand  mouth  open  and  stare! 
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"Clean  bumbaized"  and  amazed,  imd  iix'd,  all  the  room 

stick, 
"Oh!   Tvhat's    gone    with   Robin, — and   Madge, — and   tb« 

broomstick  f " 
Ay,  "  what's  gone  "  indeed,  Ned  ?— of  whnt  befell 
Madge  Gray  and  the  broomstick,  I  never  heard  tell: 
But  Robin  was  found,  tlint  morn  on  the  ground. 
In  yon  old  grey  Ruin  again,  safe  and  sound. 
Except  that  at  first  he  complain'd  much  of  tliirst^ 
And  a  shocking  bad  headach.  of  all  ills  tlie  worsts 
And  close  by  his  knee 
A  flask  you  might  see. 
But  an  empty  one,  smelling  of  eau  de  vis, 

Rob  from  this  hour  is  an  nlter*d  man ; 

He  runs  home  to  his  lodgings  as  fast  as  he  can. 

Sticks  to  his  trade, 

Marries  Miss  Slade, 
Becomes  a  Tee-totallcr — that  is  the  same 
As  Tee-totallers  now,  one  in  all  but  the  name; 
Grows  fond  of  Small-beer,  which  is  always  a  stcody  sign, 
Never  drinks  spirits  except  as  a  medicine. 

Learns  to  despise 

Conl -black  eyes, 
Minds  pretty  girls  no  more  than  so  many  Guys; 
Has  a  family,  lives  to  be  sixty,  and  dies  1 

Now,  my  little  boy  Xcd, 

Brush  off  to  your  bed, 
Tie  your  night-cap  on  safe,  or  a  na[>kin  insteail. 
Or  tJiese  terrible  nights  you'll  cntch  cold  in  your  head ; 
And  remember  my  tale,  and  tlie  moral  it  teaches, 
VHiich  youHl  find  much  the  same  os  wliat  Solomon  preachca 
Don't  flirt  with  young  ladies !  don't  practise  soft  speeches ; 
Avoid    waltzes,   quadrilles^   pumps,    silk    hose,  and  kne^ 

breeches. — 
Frequent  not  grey  Ruin8,^hun  riot  and  revelry. 
Hocus  Pocus,  and  Conjuring,  and  all  sorts  of  devilry;— 
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Don't     meddle     witlk    broomsticke, — they're     Beelzebub' 

switches ; 
Of  cellars  keep  olear, — they're  the  devil's  own  ditches ; 
And  beware  of  balls,  banquettings,  brandy,  and — witches! 
Above  all  I  don't  run  after  black  eyes  I — ^if  you  do, — 
Depend  on't  you'll  find  what  I  say  will  come  true, — 
Old  ^'ick,  some  fine  morniog,  will  "bey  after  you  I " 


Sti-ange  as  the  events  detailed  in  tlie  succeeding  nar- 
rative may  appear,  they  are,  1  bavo  not  the  slightest 
doubt,  true  to  tlie  letter.  Whatever  impression  tney 
may  make  upon  the  Reader,  thsit  pi-oduced  by  thera 
on  tlie  narrator  I  can  aver,  was  n(utbcr  light  nor  tran- 
fiieot. 
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SINGULAR  PASSAGE  IN   THE  LIFE  OF  TUB 
LATE  HENRY  HARRIS,  D.  D. 

AS   RELATED    BY   THE    REV.  JOSEPH    INGOLDSBY,  M.A.,  HIS 
FRIEND    AND    EXECUTOR. 

In  order  that  the  extraordinary  circumstance  which 
I  am  about  to  relate,  may  meet  with  the  credit  it  do- 
Benres,  I  think  it  necessary  to  premise,  that  my  reverend 
friend,  among  whose  papers  I  find  it  recorded,  was,  in 
his  lifetime,  ever  esteemed  as  a  man  of  good  plain 
understanding,  strict  veracity,  and  unimpeached  morals 
— ^by  no  means  of  a  nervous  temperament,  or  one  likely 
to  attach  undue  weight  to  any  occurrence  out  of  the 
common  course  of  events,  merely  because  his  reflections 
might  not,  at  the  moment,  afford  him  a  ready  solution 
of  its  difficulties. 

On  the  truth  of  his  narrative,  as  far  as  he  was  per- 
sonally concerned,  no  one  who  knew  him  would  hesitate 
to  place  the  most  implicit  reliance.  Ilis  history  is  briefly 
this  : — He  had  married  early  in  life,  and  was  a  widower 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  with  an  only  daughter,  who 
had  then  arrived  at  puberty,  and  was  just  married  to  a 
near  connection  of  our  own  family.  The  sudden  death 
of  her  husband,  occasioned  by  a  fall  from  his  horse, 
only  three  days  after  her  confinement,  was  abruptly 

communicated  to  Mrs.  S by  a  thoughtless  girl,  who 

8* 
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saw  her  master  brought  lifeless  into  the  house,  and,  witt 
all  that  inexplicable  anxiety  to  be  the  first  to  tell  bad 
news,  so  common  among  the  lower  orders,  rushed  at 
once  into  the  sick-room  with  her  intelligence.  The 
shock  was  too  severe ;  and  though  the  young  widow 
survived  the  faial  event  several  months,  yet  she  gradu 
ally  sunk  under  the  blow,  and  expired,  leanng  a  boy,, 
not  a  twelvemonth  old,  to  the  care  of  his  maternal 
grandfather. 

My  poor  friend  was  sadly  shaken  by  this  melancholy 
catastrophe ;  time,  however,  and  a  strong  religious  feel- 
ing, succeeded  at  length  in  moderating  the  poignancy 
of  his  grief — a  consummation  much  advanced  by  his 
infant  charge,  who  now  succeeded,  as  it  were  by  inhe- 
ritance, to  the  place  in  his  affections  left  vacant  by  his 

daughter's  decease.     Frederick  S grew  up  to  be  a 

fine  lad ;  his  person  and  features  were  decidedly  hand- 
some ;  still  there  was,  as  I  remember,  an  unpleasant 
expression  in  his  countenance,  and  an  air  of  reserve, 
attributed,  by  the  few  persons  who  called  occasionally 
at  the  vicarage,  to  the  retired  life  led  by  his  grandfather, 
and  the  little  opportunity  he  had,  in  consequence,  of 
mixing  in  the  society  of  his  equals  in  age  and  intellect. 
Brought  up  entirely  at  home,  his  progress  in  the  com- 
mon branches  of  education  was,  without  any  great  dis- 
play of  precocity,  rather  in  advance  of  the  generality  of 
boys  of  his  own  standing ;  partly  owing,  perhaps,  to  the 
turn  which  even  his  amusements  took  from  the  first. 
His  sole  associate  was  the  son  of  th  >  village  apothecary, 
a  boy  about  two  years  older  than  himself,  whose  father, 
being  really  clever  in  his  profession,  and  a  good-opera- 
tive chemist,  had  constructed  for  himself  a  small  labo* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  LATE  HENRT  HARRIS.  DJK         l70 

ralory,  in  which,  as  he  was  fond  of  children,  the  two 
boys  spent  a  great  portion  of  their  leisure  time,  wit- 
nessing many  of  tliose  little  experiments  so  attractive 
to  youth,  and  in  time  aspiring  to  imitate  what  they 
admired. 

In  such  society,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Frederick 

S should  imbibe  a  strong  taste  for  the  sciences 

which  formed  his  principal  amusement ;  or  that,  when, 
in  process  of  time,  it  became  necessary  to  choose  his 
walk  in  life,  a  profession  so  intimately  connected  with 
his  favourite  pursuit,  as  that  of  medicine,  should  be 
eagerly  selected.  No  opposition  was  oflfered  by  my 
friend,  who,  knowing  that  the  greater  part  of  his  own 
income  would  expire  with  his  life,  and  that  the  remain- 
der would  prove  an  insufficient  resource  to  his  grand- 
child, was  only  anxious  that  he  should  follow  such  a 
path  as  would  secure  him  that  moderate  and  respectable 
competency  which  Is,  perhaps,  more  conducive  to  real 
happiness  than  a  more  elevated  or  wealthy  station. 
Frederick  was,  accordingly,  at  the  proper  age,  matricu» 
lated  at  Oxford,  with  the  view  of  studying  the  higher 
branches  of  medicine,  a  few  months  after  his  friend, 

John  W ,had  proceeded  to  Ley  den,  for  the  purpose 

of  making  himself  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  sur- 
gery in  the  hospitals  and  lecture-rooms  attached  to  that 
university.  The  boyish  intimacy  of  their  younger  days 
did  not,  as  is  frecpiently  the  case,  yield  to  separation ; 
on  the  contrary,  a  close  correspondence  was  kept  up 
between  them.  Dr.  Harris  was  even  prevailed  upon  to 
allow  Frederick  to  take  a  trip  to  Holland  to  see  hifi 
friend;  and  John  returned  the  visit  to  Fredcridc  h! 
Oxford. 
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Satiafbctoiy  as,  for  some  time,  were  the  accouiits  of 

the  general  course   of  Frederick  S 's   studies,  by 

degrees  rumours  of  a  less  pleasant  nature  reached  the 
ears  of  some  of  his  friends ;  to  the  vicarage,  however,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  tliey  never  penetrated.  The 
good  old  Doctor  was  too  well  beloved  in  his  parish  for 
any  one  voluntarily  to  give  him  pain ;  and,  after  all, 
nothing  beyond  whispers  and  surmises  had  reached 
X ,  when  the  worthy  v^ear  was  surprised  on  a  sud- 
den by  a  request  from  his  grandchild,  that  lie  might  be 
permitted  to  take  his  name  otf  the  books  of  the  univer- 
sity, and  proceed  to  finish  his  education  in  conjunction 

with  his  friend  W at  Ley  den.     Such  a  proposal, 

made,  too,  at  a  time  Avhen  the  perio<l  for  his  graduating 
could  not  be  far  disUint,  both  surprised  and  grieved  the 
Doctor;  he  combated  the  desii^n  with  more  perseverance 
than  he  had  ever  been  known  to  exert  in  opposition  to 
any  declared  wish  of  his  darling  boy  before,  but,  ap 
usual,  gave  way,  when  more  strongly  i)ressed,  from  sheer 
inability  to  persist  in  a  refusal  which  seemed  to  give  so 
much  pain  to  Frederick,  especially  when  the  latter,  with 
more  energy  than  was  quite  becoming  their  relative 
situations,  expressed  his  positive  determination  of  not 
returning  to  Oxford,  whatever  might  be  the  result  of  his 
grandfather's  decision.  My  friend,  his  mind,  perhaps, 
a  little  weakened  by  a  short  but  severe  nervous  attack 
which  he  had  scarcely  recovered  from,  at  length  yielded 
H  reluctant  consent,  and  Frederick  quitted  England. 

It  was  not  till  some  monthi^  had  elapsed  after  his 
departure,  that  I  had  rcjw^on  to  suspect,  that  the  eager 
desire  of  availing  himself  of  opportunities  for  study 
abroad,  not  afforded   him  at  home,  was  not  the  Role, 
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or  even  the  principal,  reason  which  had  drawn  Frede- 
rick so  abruptly  from  his  Alma  Mater.  A  chance  visit 
to  the  university,  and  a  conversation  with  a  senior  fellow 
belon^ng  to  his  late  college,  convinced  me  of  this  ;  still 
I  found  it  impossible  to  extract  from  the  latter  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  his  offence.  That  he  had  given  way  to 
most  culpable  indulgences,  I  had  before  heard  hinted  ; 
and,  when  I  recollected  how  he  had  been  at  once 
launched,  from  a  state  of  what  might  be  well  called 
seclusion,  into  a  world  where  so  many  enticements 
were  lying  in  wait  to  allure, — with  liberty,  example, 
every  thing  to  tempt  him  from  the  straight  road, — 
regret,  I  frankly  own,  was  more  the  predominant  feel- 
ing in  my  mind  than  either  surprise  or  condemnation. 
But  here  was  evidently  something  more  than  mere 
ordinary  excess — some  act  of  profligacy,  perhaps,  of  a 
deeper  stain,  which  had  induced  his  superiors,  who,  at 
first,  had  been  loud  in  his  praises,  to  desire  him  to 
withdraw  himself  quietly,  but  for  ever ;  and  such  an 
intimation,  I  found,  had,  in  fact,  been  conveyed  to  him 
from  an  authority  which  it  was  impossible  to  resist. 
Seeing  that  my  informant  was  determined  not  to  be 
explicit,  I  did  not  press  for  a  disclosure,  which,  if  made, 
would,  in  all  probability,  only  have  given  me  pain,  and 
that   the   rather,   as    my  old  friend  the   Doctor    had 

recently  obtained  a  valuable  living  from  Lord  M , 

only  a  few  miles  distant  from  tlie  market  town  in 
which  I  resided,  where  he  now  was,  amusing  himself 
in  putting  his  grounds  into  order,  ornamenting  his 
house,  and  getting  everything  ready  against  his  grand- 
son's expected  visit  in  the  following  autumn.  October 
came,  and  with  it  came  Frederick  •  he  rode  over  rcvTr 
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than  once  to  see  me,  sometimes  accompanied  by  the 
Doctor,  between  whom  and  myself  the  recent  losi  of 
my  poor  daughter  Louisa  had  drawn  the  chords  of 
sympathy  still  closer. 

More  than  two  years  had  flown  on  in  this  way,  in 

which   Frederick   S had  as   many  times    made 

temporary  visits  to  his  native  country.  The  time  was 
fast  approaching  when  he  was  expected  to  return,  and 
finally  take  up  his  residence  in  England,  when  the 
sudden  illness  of  my  wife's  father  obliged  us  to  take  a 
journey  into  Lancashire,  my  old  friend,  who  had 
himself  a  curate,  kindly  offering  to  fix  his  quarters  at 
my  parsonage,  and  superintend  the  concerns  of  my 
parish  till  my  return. — Alas!  when  I  saw  him  next  ha 
was  on  the  bed  of  death  ! 

My  absence  was  necessarily  prolonged  much  beyond 
what  I  had  anticipated.  A  letter,  with  a  foreign  post- 
mark, had,  as  I  afterwards  found,  been  brought  over 
from  his  own  house  to  my  venerable  substitute  in  the 
interval,  and  barely  giving  himself  time  to  transfer  the 
charge  he  had  undertiiken  to  a  neigbbouring  clergy- 
man, h€  had  hurried  oft*  at  once  to  Leyden.  His  arrival 
there  was,  however,  too  late.  Frederick  was  dead  ! — 
killed  in  a  duel,  occasioned,  it  was  said,  by  no  ordinary 
provocation  on  his  part,  although  the  flight  of  hi? 
antagonist  had  added  to  the  mystery  which  enveloped 
its  origin.  The  long  journey,  its  melancholy  termina- 
tion, and  the  complete  overthrow  of  all  my  poor  friend's 
earthl}^  hopes,  were  too  much  for  him.  He  appeared 
too, — as  I  was  informed  by  the  proprietor  of  tlie 
bouse  in  which  I  found  him,  when  his  summons 
at    length     had    brought    me    to    his    bed-side, — to 
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have  received  some  sudden  and  unaccountable  shock, 
which  even  the  death  of  his  grandson  was  inadequate 
to  explain.  There  was,  indeed,  a  wildness  in  his  fast- 
glazing  eye,  which  mingled  strangely  with  the  glanc>e 
of  satisfaction  thrown  upon  me  as  he  pressed  my  hand  ; 
— he  endeavoured  to  raise  himself,  and  would  have 
spoken,  but  fell  back  in  the  effort,  and  closed  his  eyes 
for  ever. — I  buried  him  there,  by  the  side  of  the  objeci 
of  his  more  than  parental  affection, — ^in  a  foreign  land. 

It  is  from  the  papers  that  I  discovered  in  his  travel- 
ling-case that  I  submit  the  following  extracts,  without, 
however,  presuming  to  advance  an  opinion  on  the 
strange  circumstances  which  they  detail,  or  even  as  to 
the  connection  which  some  may  fancy  they  discover 
between  different  parts  of  them. 

The  first  was  evidently  written  at  my  own  house,  and 
bears  date  August  the  15th,  18 — ,  about  three  weeks 
after  my  own  departure  for  Preston.    It  begins  thus : — 

"  Tuesday,  August  15. — Poor  girl ! — I  forget  who  it 
is  that  says,  '  the  real  ills  of  life  are  light  in  comparison 
with  fancied  evils  ;'  and  certainly  the  scene  I  have  just 
witnessed  goes  some  way  towards  establishing  the  truth 
of  the  hypothesis. — Among  the  afflictions  which  flesh 
is  heir  to,  a  diseased  imagination  is  far  from  being  the 
lightest,  even  when  considered  separately,  and  without 
lAking  into  the  account  those  Ixnlily  pains  and  suffer- 
ings which, — so  close  is  the  connection  between  mind 
.ind  matter, — are  but  too  frequently  attendant  upon  any 
disorder  of  the  fancy.  Seldom  has  my  interest  beon 
more  powei-fully  excited  than  by  poor  Mary  Graham. 
iler  age,  her  appearance,  her  pale,  melancholy  features, 
the  very  contour  of  her  countenance,  all  conspired  to 
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reiiiind  me,  but  too  forcibly,  of  oae  who,  waking  or 
bleeping,  is  never  long  absent  from  my  thoughts, — but 
enough  of  this. 

"  A  fine  morning  had  succeeded  one  of  the  most 
tempestuous  nights  I  ever  remember,  and  I  was  just 
sitting  down  to  a  substantial  breakfast,  which  the  care 
of  my  friend  Ingoldsby's  housekeeper,  kind-hearted 
Mrs.  Wilson,  had  prepared  for  me,  when  I  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  summons  to  the  sick-bed  of  a  young 
parishioner  whom  I  had  frequently  seen  in  my  walks, 
and  had  remarked  for  the  regularity  of  her  attendance 
at  Divine  worship. — Mary  Graham  is  the  elder  of  two 
daughters,  residing  with  their  mother,  the  widow  of  an 
attorney,  who,  dying  suddenly  in  the  prime  of  life,  left 
his  family  but  slenderly  provided  for.  A  strict  though 
not  parsimonious  economy  has,  however,  enabled  them 
to  live  with  an  appearance  of  respectability  and  com- 
fort ;  and  from  the  personal  attractions  which  both  the 
girls  poshess,  their  mother  is  evidently  not  without  hopes 
of  seeing  one,  at  least,  of  them  advantageously  settled 
In  life.  As  far  as  poor  Mary  is  concerned,  I  fear  she  is 
doomed  to  inevitable  disappointment,  as  I  am  much 
mistaken  if  consumption  hi\s  not  laid  its  wasting  finger 
upon  her;  while  this  last  recurrence,  of  what  I  cannot 
but  b(;lieve  to  be  a  most  formidable  epileptic  attack, 
threatens  to  shake  out,  with  even  added  velocity,  the 
little  sand  that  may  yet  remain  within  the  hour-glass 
of  time.  Iler  very  delusion,  too,  is  of  such  a  nature  as, 
by  adding  to  bodily  illness  the  agitation  of  superstitious 
terror,  can  scarcely  fail  to  accelerate  the  catastrophe, 
which  I  think  I  see  fast  approaching. 

"  Before  I  was  introduced  into  the  sick-room,  hen 
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sister,  who  bad  been  watching  my  arrival  from  the 
window,  took  me  into  their  bttle  parlour,  and,  after 
the  usual  civilities,  began  to  prepare  me  for  the  visit 
I  was  about  to  pay.  Her  countenance  was  marked  at 
once  with  trouble  and  alarm,  and  in  a  low  tone  of  voice, 
which  some  internal  emotion,  rather  than  the  fear  of 
disturbing  the  invalid  in  a  distant  room,  had  subdued 
almost  to  a  whisper,  informed  me  that  my  presence  was 
become  necessary,  not  more  as  a  clergyman  than  a 
magistrate ; — that  the  disorder  with  which  her  sister 
had,  during  the  night,  been  so  suddenly  and  unaccounta- 
bly seized,  was  one  of  no  common  kind,  but  attended 
witb  circumstances  which,  coui)led  with  the  declarations 
of  the  sufferer,  took  it  out  of  all  ordinary  calculations, 
and,  to  use  her  own  expression,  that  *  malice  was  at  the 
bottom  of  it* 

"Naturally  supposing  that  these  insinuations  were 
intended  to  intimate  the  partaking  of  some  deleterious 
substance  on  the  part  of  the  invalid,  I  inquired  what 
reason  she  had  for  imagining,  in  the  first  place,  that 
anything  of  a  poisonous  nature  had  been  administered 
at  all ;  and,  secondly,  what  possible  incitement  an> 
human  being  could  have  for  the  perpetration  of  so  foul 
a  deed  towards  so  innocent  and  unoffending  an  indivi- 
dual? Iler  answer  considerably  relieved  the  appre- 
liensions  I  had  begun  to  enterttiin  lest  the  poor  girl 
should,  from  some  unknown  cause,  have  herself  been 
attempting  to  rush  uncalled  into  the  presence  of  her 
Creator ;  at  the  same  time,  it  surprised  me  not  a  little 
by  its  apparent  want  of  rationality  and  common  sinise. 
She  had  no  reason  to  believe,  she  said,  that  her  sister 
had  taken  poison,  or  that  any  attempt  upon  her  life 
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had  been  made,  or  was,  perhaps,  contemplated,  but 
that '  still  malice  was  at  work, — the  malice  of  villains 
or  fiends,  or  of  both  combined ;  that  no  causes  purely 
natural  would  suffice  to  account  for  the  state  in  which 
Jier  sister  had  been  now  twice  placed,  or  for  the  dread- 
ful sufterings  she  had  undergone  while  in  that  state ; 
and  that  she  was  determined  the  whole  affair  should 
undergo  a  thorough  investigation.'  Seeing  that  the 
poor  girl  was  now  herself  labouring  under  a  great 
degree  of  excitement,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
enter  at  that  moment  into  a  discussion  upon  the  absur- 
dity of  her  opinion,  but  applied  myself  to  the  tranquil- 
lizing her  mind  by  assurances  of  a  proper  inquiry,  and  then 
drew  her  attention  to  tlie  symptoms  of  the  indisposition, 
and  the  way  in  which  it  had  first  made  its  appearance. 

"The  violence  of  the  storm  last  night  had,  I  found, 
induced  the  whole  family  to  sit  up  far  beyond  their 
usual  hour,  till,  wearied  out  at  length,  and,  as  their 
moth«M*  observed.  Hired  of  burning  fire  and  candle  to 
no  purpose,'  they  repaired  to  their  several  chambei-s. 

"The  sisters  occupied  the  same  room  ;  Elizabeth  wafl 
alroa<ly  at  their  humble  toilet,  and  had  commenced  the 
arrangement  of  her  hair  for  the  night,  when  her  atten- 
tion was  at  once  drawn  from  her  employment  by  a  half 
smothered  shriek  and  exclamation  from  her  sister,  who, 
in  her  delicate  state  of  health,  had  found  walking  up 
two  flights  of  stairs,  perhaps  a  little  more  quickly  than 
usual,  an  exertion,  to  recover  from  which  she  had  seated 
licrself  in  .i  large  arm-chair. 

"  Turning  hastily  at  the  sound,  she  perceived  Mary 
deadly  pale,  grasping,  as  it  were  convulsively,  each  arm 
oi  the  chair  which  supported  her,  and  bending  forward 
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in  the  attitude  of  listening ;  her  lips  were  trembling  and 
bloodless,  cold  drops  ot  perspiration  stood  upon  her 
forehead,  and  in  an  instant  after,  exclairaing  in  a  pierc 
ing  tone,  *  Hark  1  they  are  calling  me  again  !  it  is — 
it  is  the  same  voice  ; — Oh  no  !  no ! — Oh  my  God  !  save 
mo,  Betsy, — hold  me — save  me  1'  she  fell  forward  upon 
the  floor.  Elizabeth  flew  to  her  assistance,  raised  her, 
and  by  her  cries  brought  both  her  mother,  who  had 
not  yet  got  into  bed,  and  their  only  servant  crirl,  to  her 
aid.  The  latter  was  despatched  at  once  for  medical 
help ;  but,  from  the  appearance  of  the  sufl'erer,  it  was 
much  to  be  feared  that  she  would  soon  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  art.  Her  agonized  parent  and  sister  succeeded 
in  bearing  her  betw*^en  them  and  i)laciiig  her  on  a  bed  ; 
a  faint  and  intermittent  pulsation  was  for  a  while  percepti- 
ble ;  but  in  a  few  moments  a  general  shudder  shook  the 
whole  body  ;  the  pulse  ceased,  the  eyes  became  fixed  and 
glassy,  the  jaw  dropped,  a  cold  clamminess  usurped  the 

place  of  the  genial  warmth  of  life.     Before  Mr.  I 

arrived,  everything  announced  that  dissolution  liad  taken 
place,  and  that  the  freed  spirit  had  quitted  its  mortal 
tenement. 

'*The  appearance  of  the  surgeon  confirmed  their 
worst  apprehensions ;  a  vein  was  opened,  but  the  blood 

refused  to  flow,  and  Mr.  I pronounced  that  the 

vital  spark  was  indeed  extinguished. 

"The  poor  mother,  whose  attachment  to  her  children 
was  perhaps  the  more  powerful,  as  they  were  the  solo 
relatives  or  connections  she  had  in  the  world,  was  over- 
whelmed with  a  grief  amounting  almost  to  frenzy ;  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  she  was  removed  to  her  own 
eooni  bv  Uie  united    strength   of   her   daughter,   and 
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medical  adviser.  Nearly  an  Lour  elapsed  during  tho 
eudeavo  ir  at  calming  her  transports ;  they  bad  suc- 
ceeded, however,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  Mr,  I had 

taken  his  leave,  when  Elizabeth,  re-entering  the  bed- 
chamber in  which  her  sister  lay,  in  order  to  pay  the  last 
sad  duties  to  her  corpse,  was  horror-struck  at  seeing  a 
crimson  stream  of  blood  running  down  the  side  of  tlie 
counterpane  to  the  floor.  Her  exclamation  brought  the 
girl  again  to  her  side,  when  it  was  perceived,  to  their 
astonishment,  that  the  sanguine  stream  proceeded  from 
the  arm  of  the  body,  which  was  now  manifesting  signs 
of  returning  life.  The  half  frantic  mother  flew  to  the 
room,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  could  prevent 
her,  in  her  agitation,  from  so  acting  as  to  extinguish  for 
ever  the  hope  which  had  begun  to  rise  in  their  bosoms. 
A  long-drawn  sigh,  amounting  almost  to  a  groan,  fol- 
lowed by  several  convulsive  gaspings,  was  the  prelude 
to  the  restoration  of  the  animal  functions  in  poor  Mary : 
a  shriek  almost  pretematurally  loud,  considering  her 
state  of  exhaustion,  succeeded  ;  but  she  did  recover,  and 
with  the  help  of  restoratives,  was  well  enough  towards 
morning  to  express  a  strong  desire  that  I  should  be  sent 
for, — a  desire  the  more  readily  complied  with,  inas- 
much as  the  strange  expressions  and  declarations  she 
had  made  since  her  restoration  to  consciousness,  had 
filled  her  sister  with  the  most  horrible  suspicions.  The 
nature  of  these  suspicions  was  such  as  would  at  any 
other  time,  perhaps,  have  raised  a  smile  upon  my 
lips ;  but  the  distress,  and  even  agony  of  the  poor 
girl,  as  she  half  hinted  and  half  expressed  them,  weic 
such  as  entirely  to  preclude  every  sensation  at  all 
approaching  to  mirtli.      Without  end<^avouring,   there 
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tore,  to  com  tat  ideas,  evidently  too  strongly  impressed 
upon  her  mind  at  the  moment  to  admit  of  pre»eiit  refu- 
tation, I  merely  used  a  few  encouraging  words,  ind 
requested  her  to  precede  me  to  the  sick-chamber. 

**The  invalid  was  lying  on  the  outside  of  the  bed, 
partly  dressed,  and  wearing  a  white  dimity  wrapping- 
grown  the  colour  of  which  corresponded  but  too  well 
with  tlie  deadly  paleness  of  her  complexion.  Her  check 
was  wan  and  sunken,  giving  an  extraordinary  promi- 
nence to  her  eye,  which  gleamed  with  a  lustrous 
brilliancy  not  unfrequently  characteristic  of  the  aberra- 
tion of  intellect.  I  took  her  hand;  it  was  chill  and 
clammy,  the  pulse  feeble  and  intermittent,  and  the 
general  debility  of  her  frame  was  such,  that  I  would  fnin 
have  persuaded  her  to  defer  any  conversation  which,  in 
her  present  state,  she  might  not  be  equal  to  supjwrt. 
Iler  positive  assurance  that,  until  she  had  disburdened 
herself  of  what  she  called  her  'dreadful  secret,'  she 
could  know  no  rest  either  of  mind  or  body,  at  length 
induced  me  to  comply  with  her  wish,  opposition  to 
which,  in  her  then  frame  of  mind,  might  ])erhaps  be 
attended  with  even  worse  effects  than  its  indulgence.  I 
bowed  acquiescence,  and  in  a  low  and  faltering  voice, 
with  frequent  interruptions,  occasioned  by  her  weakness, 
she  gave  me  the  follo\ving  singidar  account  of  the  sen- 
sations which,  she  averred,  had  been  experienced  by  her 
during  her  trance  : — 

"  *  This,  sir,'  she  began,  *  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
cruelty  of  others  has,  for  what  purpose  I  am  unable  to 
conjecture,  put  me  to  a  degree  of  torture  which  I  can 
compare  to  no  suffering,  either  of  body  or  mind,  which 
r  have  ever  before  experienced.     On  a  former  occasion 
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I  was  willing  to  believe  it  the  mere  effect  of  a  hideoiia 
dream,  or  what  is  vulgarly  termed  the  nightmare  ;  but, 
this  repetition,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  I  was 
last  summoned^  at  a  time,  too,  when  i  had  not  even 
composed  myself  to  rest,  fatally  convince  me  of  the 
reality  of  what  I  have  seen  and  suffered. 

" '  This  is  no  time  for  concealment  of  any  kind. — It 
is  now  more  than  a  twelvemonth  since  I  was  in  the 
habit  of  occasionally  encountering  in  my  walks  a  young 
man  of  prepossessing  appearance,  and  gentlemanly 
deportment :  he  was  always  alone,  and  generally  read- 
ing ;  but  I  could  not  be  long  in  doubt  that  thes6 
rencounters,  which  became  every  week  more  frequent, 
were  not  the  effect  of  accident,  or  that  his  attention, 
when  we  did  meet,  was  less  directed  to  his  book  than 
to  my  sister  and  myr^elf.  lie  even  seemed  to  wish  to 
address  us,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  have  taken  some 
other  opportunity  of  doing  so,  had  not  one  been 
afforded  him  by  a  strancje  dog  attacking  us  one  Sunday 
morning  in  our  way  to  church,  which  he  beat  off,  ano 
made  use  of  this  little  service  to  promote  an  acquaint- 
ance. His  name,  he  said,  was  Francis  Somers,  and 
added  that  he  was  on  a  visit  to  a  relation  of  the  same 

name,  resident  a  few  miles  from  X .     ITe  gave  us  to 

understand  that  he  was  himself  studying  surgery  with 
the  view  to  a  medical  appointment  in  one  of  the  colonies. 
Vou  are  not  to  suppose,  sir,  that  he  had  entered  thus 
into  his  conce^  js  at  the  first  interview ;  it  was  not  till 
our  acquaintiince  had  ripened,  and  he  had  visited  our 
house  more  than  once  with  my  m,>ther's  sanction,  tJial 
these  particulars  were  elicited.  He  never  disguised, 
from  the  firsts  that  an  attachment  to  myself  was  his 
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object  ongiiially  in  introducing  himself  to  our  notice;  as 
his  prospects  were  comparatively  flattering,  my  mother 
did  not  raise  any  impediment  to  his  attentions,  and  1 
own  I  received  them  with  pleasure. 

"  *  Days  and  weeks  elapsed ;  and  although  the  dis- 
tance at  which  his  relation  resided,  prevented  the  possi- 
bility of  an  uninterrupted  intercourse,  yet  neither  was  ii 
so  great  as  to  preclude  his  frequent  visits.  The  interval 
of  a  day,  or  at  most  of  two,  was  all  that  intervened,  and 
these  temporary  absences  certainly  did  not  decrease  the 
pleasure  of  the  meetings*  with  which  they  terminated. 
At  length  a  pensive  expression  began  to  exhibit  itself 
upon  his  countenance,  and  I  could  not  but  remark  that 
at  e.YOiTj  visit  he  became  more  abstracted  and  reserved. 
The  eye  of  affection  is  not  slow  to  detect  any  symptom 
of  uneasiness  in  a  quarter  dear  to  it  I  spoke  to  him, 
questioned  him  on  the  subject :  his  answer  was  evasive, 
and  I  said  no  more.  My  mother  too,  however,  had 
marked  the  same  appearance  of  melancholy,  and  pressed 
him  more  strongly.  He  at  length  admitted  that  his 
spirits  were  depressed,  and  that  their  depression  was 
caused  by  the  necessity  of  an  early,  though  but  a 
temporary,  separation.  His  uncle,  and  only  friend,  he 
said,  had  long  insisted  on  his  spending  some  months  ou 
the  Continent,  with  the  view  of  completing  his  profes- 
sional education,  ari  that  the  time  was  now  f'ast 
approaching  when  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
commence  his  journey.  A  look  made  tlie  inquiry  which 
my  tongue  refused  to  utter.  '  Yes,  dearest  Mar},'  was 
his  re[.>Iy,  'I  have  communicated  our  attachment  to 
him,  partially  at  least :  and  though  I  dare  not  say  that 
the  intimation  was  received  ss  I  could  have  wished,  yet 
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I  have,  i^rliaps,  on  tlie  whole,  no  fair  reason  to  be  dis- 
satisiied  with  his  reply. 

"  '  The  completion  of  my  studies,  and  my  settlement 
in  the  world,  must,  my  uncle  told  me,  be  the  first  con- 
sideration ;  when  these  material  points  were  achieved, 
he  should  not  interfere  with  any  arrangement  that 
might  be  found  essential  to  my  happiness  ;  at  the  same 
time  he  has  positively  refused  to  sanction  any  engage- 
ment at  present,  which  may,  he  says,  have  a  tendency 
to  divert  my  attention  from  those  pursuits,  on  the  due 
prosecution  of  which  my  future  situation  in  life  must 
ilei)end.  A  compromise  between  love  and  duty  was 
eventually  wrung  from  me,  though  reluctantly  ;  I  have 
pledged  myself  to  proceed  immediately  to  my  destination 
abroad,  with  a  full  understanding  that  on  my  return,  a 
twelvemonth  hence,  no  obstiicle  shall  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  what  are,  I  trust,  our  mutual  wishes.' 

***I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  feelings  with 
which  I  received  this  communication,  nor  will  it  be  ne- 
cessary to  say  anything  of  what  passed  at  the  few  inter- 
views which  took  place  before  Francis  quitted  X . 

The  evening  immediately  previous  to  that  of  his  depar- 
ture he  passed  in  this  house,  and,  l)efore  we  separated, 
renewed  his  protestitions  of  an  unchangeable  affection, 
requiring  a  similar  assurance  from  me  in  return.  1  did 
not  liesitate  to  make  it.  '  Be  satisfied,  my  dear  Francis,' 
said  I,  *that  no  diminution  in  the  regard  1  have  avowed 
can  ever  take  place,  and  though  absent  in  body,  my 
heart  and  soul  will  still  be  with  you.' — *  Swear  this,'  lie 
cried,  with  a  suddenness  and  energy  which  surprised, 
and  rather  startled  me ;  *  promise  that  you  will  be  with 
me  in  spirit,  at  least,  when  I  am  far  away.'    I  gave  him 
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my  hand.  Dut  that  was  not  suflScient.  *  One  of  these 
dark  shining  ringlets,  my  dear  Mary,'  said  he,  *  as  a 
pledge  that  you  will  not  forget  your  vow  !'  I  suffered 
him  to  take  tlie  scissors  from  my  work-box  and  to  sever 
a  lock  of  my  Lair,  whicli  he  placed  in  his  bosom. — The 
next  day  he  was  pui-suing  his  journey,  and  the  waves 
were  already  bearing  him  from  England. 

"  *  I  had  letters  from  him  repeatedly  during  the  first 
three  months  of  his  absence  ;  tliey  spoke  of  his  health, 
his  prospects,  and  of  his  love,  but  by  degrees  the  inter- 
vals between  each  arrival  became  longer,  and  I  fancied 
I  perceived  some  falling  off  from  that  warmth  of  ex- 
pression which  had  at  first  characterized  his  commu- 
nications. 

**  *  One  night  I  had  retired  to  rest  rather  later  than 
usual,  having  sat  by  the  bedside,  comparing  his  last 
brief  note  with  some  of  his  earlier  letters,  and  was 
endeavouring  to  convince  myself  that  my  apprehensions 
of  his  fickleness  were  unfounded,  when  an  undefinable 
sensation  of  restlessness  and  anxiety  seized  upon  me.  1 
cannot  compare  it  to  anything  I  had  ever  experienced 
before ;  my  pulse  fluttered,  my  heart  beat  with  a  quick- 
ness and  violence  which  alarmed  me,  and 'a  strange 
tremor  shook  my  whole  frame.  I  retired  hastily  to 
bed,  in  hopes  of  getting  rid  of  so  unpleasant  a  sensation, 
but  in  vain  ;  a  vague  apprehension  of  1  knew  not  what 
occupied  my  mind,  and  vainly  did  I  endeavour  to  shake 
it  off.  I  can  compare  my  feelings  to  nothing  but  those 
which  we  sometimes  experience  when  about  to  under- 
take a  long  and  unpleasant  journey,  leaving- those  we 
love  behind  us.  More  than  once  did  I  raise  myself  in 
my  bed  and  listen,  fancying  that  1  heard  myself  called. 

VmST   SER1K8.  0 
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and  on  each  of  these  occasions  the  fluttering  of  my 
heart  increased.  Twice  I  was  on  the  point  of  calling  to 
my  sister,  who  then  slept  in  an  adjoining  room,  but  she 
bad  gone  to  bed  indisposed,  and  an  unwillingness  to  dis- 
turb either  her  or  my  mother  checked  me ;  the  large 
clock  in  the  room  below  at  this  moment  began  to  strike 
the  hour  of  twelve.  1  distinctly  heard  its  vibrations,  but 
ere  its  sounds  had  ceased,  a  burning  heat,  as  if  a  hot 
iron  had  been  applied  to  my  temple,  was  succeeded  by  a 
dizziness, — a  swoon, — a  total  loss  of  consciousness  as  to 
where  or  in  what  situation  I  was. 

" '  A  pain,  violent,  sharp,  and  piercing,  as  though  my 
whole  frame  were  lacerated  by  some  keen-edged  weapon, 
roused  me  from  this  stupor, — but  where  was  I  ?  Every- 
thing was  strange  around  me — a  shadowy  dimness  ren* 
dered  every  object  indistinct  and  uncertain  ;  methought, 
however,  that  I  was  seated  in  a  large,  antique,  high- 
backed  chair,  several  of  which  were  near,  their  tall  black 
carved-frames  and  seats  interwoven  with  a  lattice-work 
of  cane.  The  apartment  in  which  I  sat  was  one  of 
moderate  dimensions,  and  from  its  sloping  roof,  seemed 
to  be  the  upper  story  of  the  edifice,  a  fact  confirmed  by 
the  moon  j»hining  without,  in  full  effulgence,  on  a  huge 
round  tower,  which  its  light  rendered  plainly  visible 
through  the  open  casement,  and  tlie  summit  of  which 
appeared  but  little  superior  in  elevation  to  the  room  T 
occupied.  Rather  to  the  right,  and  in  the  distance,  tlie 
spire  of  some  cathedral  or  lofty  church  was  visible,  while 
sundry  gable-ends,  and  tops  of  houses,  told  me  I  was  io 
the  midst  of  a  populous  but  unknown  city. 

'*  ^  The  apartment  itself  had  sometliing  strange  in  its 
appearance  \  and,  in  the  character  of  its  furniture  and 
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uppurtenances,  bore  little  or  no  resemblance  to  any  I  bad 
ever  seen  before.  Tbe  fire-place  was  large  and  wide, 
with  a  pair  of  what  are  sometimes  called  andirons, 
betokening  that  wood  was  the  principal,  if  not  the 
only  fuel  consumed  within  its  recess ;  a  fierce  fire  wa«» 
now  blazing  in  it,  the  light  from  which  rendeied  visible 
the  remotest  parts  of  the  chamber.  Over  a  lofty  old- 
fashioned  mantelpiece,  carved  heavily  in  imitation  of 
fruits  and  flowers,  hung  the  half-length  portrait  of  a 
gentleman  in  a  dark-coloured  foreign  habit,  with  a 
peaked  beard  and  mustaches,  one  hand  resting  upon  a 
table,  the  other  supporting  a  sort  of  baton,  or  short 
military  stafi',  the  summit  of  which  was  surmounted  by 
a  silver  falcon.  Several  antique  chairs,  similar  in  appear- 
ance to  tliose  already  mentioned,  surrounded  a  massive 
oaken  table,  the  lengtli  of  which  much  exceeded  its 
width.  At  the  lower  end  of  this  piece  of  furniture  stood 
llie  chair  I  occupied ;  on  the  upi)er,  was  placed  a  small 
chafing  dish  filled  with  burning  coals,  and  darting  forth 
occasionally  long  fltislies  of  various-coloiired  fire,  the  bril- 
liance of  which  made  itself  visible,  even  above  the  strong 
illumination  emitted  from  the  chimney.  Two  huge, 
black,  japanned  cabinets,  with  clawed  feet,  reflecting 
from  their  polished  surfaces  the  eft'ulgence  of  the  flame, 
were  placed  one  on  each  side  the  casement-window  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  and  with  a  few  shelves  loaded 
with  books,  many  of  which  were  also  strewed  in  disordei 
on  the  floor,  completed  the  list  of  the  furniture  in 
the  apartment.  Some  strange-looking  instruments,  o*" 
unknown  form  and  purpose,  lay  on  the  table  near  the 
chafing-dish,  on  the  other  side  of  which  a  miniature  por- 
trait of  myself  hung,  reflected  by  a  small  oval  mirror  io 
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a  dark-coloured  frame,  while  a  large  open  volume,  traced 
vith  Strang?  characters  of  the  colour  of  blood,  lay  in 
front ;  a  goblet,  containing  a  few  drops  of  liquid  of  the 
same  ensanguined  hue,  was  by  its  side. 

"•But  of  the  objects  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
descril)e,  none  arrested  my  attention  so  forcibly  as  two 
others.  These  were  the  figures  of  two  young  men,  in 
the  prime  of  life,  only  separated  from  me  by  the  table. 
They  were  dressed  alike,  each  in  a  long  flowing  gown, 
made  of  some  sad-coloured  stuft',  and  confined  at  the 
waist  by  a  crimson  girdle;  one  of  them,  the  shorter  of 
the  two,  was  occupied  in  feeding  the  embers  of  the 
chafing-dish  with  a  resinous  powder,  which  produced 
and  maintained  a  brilliant  but  flickering  blaze,  to  the 
action  of  which  his  companion  was  exposing  a  long  lock 
of  dark  chestnut  hair,  that  shrank  and  shrivelleil  as  it 
approached  the  flame.  But,  0  God  ! — that  hair! — and 
the  form  of  him  who  held  it !  that  face !  those  features  ! 
— not  for  one  instant  could  I  entertain  a  doubt — it  was 
He !  Francis  ! — the  lock  he  grasped  was  mine,  the  very 
pledge  of  aflection  I  ha<l  given  him,  and  still,  as  it  par- 
tially encountered  the  fire,  a  burning  heat  seemed  to 
scorch  the  temple  from  which  it  had  been  taken,  con- 
veying a  torturing  sens«ition  that  affected  my  very  brain. 

"*How  shall  I  proceed? — but  no,  it  is  impossible, — 
not  even  to  you,  sir,  can  I — dare  I — recount  the  pnx-eed- 
ings  of  that  unhallowed  night  of  horror  and  of  shame. 
Were  my  life  extended  to  a  term  commensurate  \\ith 
that  of  the  Patriarchs  of  old,  never  could  its  detestable, 
its  damning  pollutions  be  eltaeed  from  my  remembrance; 
and  oh  !  above  all,  never  could  I  forget  the  diabolical 
glee  which  sparkled  ir  the  eyes  of  my  fiendish  t<irmen- 
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to!^,  as  llicy  witnessed  the  worse  tlian  useless  struggles  of 
tlii'ir  iniseral»le  vicliin.  Oh  !  why  was  it  not  permitted  me 
to  take  refuije  in  unconsciousness — nay,  in  death  itselfj 
fn)in  tiie  abominations  of  which  I  was  compelled  to  be, 
not  only  a  witness,  but  a  partaker  9  But  it  is  enough, 
sir;  1  will  not  further  shock  your  nature  by  dwelling 
longer  on  a  scene,  the  full  horrors  of  which,  words,  if  1 
even  dared  employ  any,  would  be  inadequate  to  express ; 
sutHce  it  to  say,  that  after  being  subjected  to  it,  hov 
iong  I  knew  not,  but  certainly  for  more  than  an  hour,  a 
noise  from  below  seemed  to  alarm  my  persecutors ;  a 
pause  ensued, — the  lights  were  extinguisheil, — and,  as 
tlie  sound  of  a  footstep  ascending  a  staircase  became 
more  distinct,  my  forehead  felt  again  the  excruciating 
sensation  of  heat,  while  the  embers,  kindling  into  a 
momenUir}'  flame,  betrayed  another  portion  of  the  ring- 
let consuming  in  the  blaze.  Fresh  agonies  succeeded, 
not  less  severe,  and  of  a  similar  description  to  those 
which  had  seized  upon  me  at  first ;  oblivion  again  fol- 
lowe<l,  and  on  being  at  length  restored  to  consciousness, 
I  fuund  myself  as  you  see  me  now,  faint  and  exhausted, 
weakened  in  every  limb,  and  every  fibre  quivering  with 
agitation. — My  groans  soon  brought  my  sister  to  my 
aid;  it  was  long  before  I  could  summon  resolution  to 
confide,  even  to  her,  the  dreadful  secret,  and  when  I  had 
done  so,  her  strongest  eflbrts  were  not  wanting  to  per- 
suade mc  that  I  had  been  labouring  under  a  severe  attack 
of  nightmare.  I  ceased  to  argue,  but  I  was  not  con- 
vinced :  the  whole  scene  was  then  too  present,  t<.H> 
awfully  real,  to  permit  me  to  doubt  the  character  of  the 
transaction  ;  and  if,  when  a  few  days  had  elapsed,  the 
hopelessness  of  imparting  to  others  the  oonTidioo  I 
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entertained  myself,  produced  in  me  an  apparent  acquie» 
cence  with  their  opinion,  I  have  never  been  tlie  less 
satisfied  that  no  cause  reducible  to  the  known  laws  of 
nature  occasioned  my  suflerings  on  that  hellish  evening. 
Whether  that  firm  belief  might  have  eventually  yielded 
to  time, — whether  I  might  at  length  have  been  brought 
to  consider  all  that  had  passed,  and  the  circumstances 
which  I  could  never  cease  to  remember,  as  a  mere  phan- 
tasm, the  offspring  of  a  heated  imagination  acting  upon 
an  enfeebled  body,  I  know  not — last  night,  however, 
would  in  any  case  have  dispelled  the  flattering  illusion 
— last  night — last  night  was  the  whole  horrible  scene 
acted  over  again.  The  place — the  actors — the  whole 
infernal  apparatus  were  the  same ; — the  same  insults,  the 
same  torments,  the  same  brutalities — all  were  renewed, 
save  that  the  period  of  my  agony  was  not  so  prolonged. 
I  became  sensible  to  an  incision  in  my  arm,  though  the 
hand  that  made  it  was  not  visible  ;  at  the  same  moment 
my  persecutors  paused;  they  were  manifestly  discon- 
certed, and  the  companion  of  him,  whose  name  shall 
never  more  pass  my  lips,  muttered  something  to  his 
abettor  in  evi<lent  agitation ;  the  formula  of  an  oath  of 
horrible  import  was  dictated  to  me  in  terms  fearfully 
distinct  I  refused  it  unhesitatingly ;  again  and  again 
was  it  proposed,  with  menaces  I  tremble  to  think  on — 
but  I  refused  ;  the  same  sound  was  heard — interruption 
was  evidently  apprehended, — tlie  same  ceremony  was 
hastily  repeated,  and  I  again  found  myself  released,  lying 
on  my  own  bed,  with  my  mother  and  my  sister  weep- 
ing over  me. — O  God !  O  God  I  when  and  how  is  this 
to  end  ? — When  will  my  spirit  be  left  in  peace  f— 
Where,  or  wi*h  whom  shall  I  find  refuge  ? ' 
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^  It  18  impossible  to  convey  any  adequate  idea  of 
the  emotions  with  which  this  unhappy  girl's  narrative 
affected  me.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  her  story 
was  delivered  in  the  same  continuous  and  uninterrupted 
strain  in  which  I  have  transcribed  its  substance.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  not  without  frequent  intervals,  of 
longer  or  shorter  duration,  that  her  account  was  brouglit 
to  a  conclusion  :  indeed,  many  passages  of  her  strange 
dream  were  not  without  the  greatest  difficulty  and  re- 
luctance communicated  at  all. — My  task  was  no  easy 
one ;  never,  in  the  course  of  a  long  life  spent  in  tlie 
active  duties  of  my  Christian  calling, — never  had  I  been 
summoned  to  such  a  conference  before  ! 

^To  the  half-avowed,  and  palliated,  confession  of 
committed  guilt,  I  had  often  listened,  and  pointed  out 
the  only  road  to  secure  its  forgiveness.  I  had  succeeded 
in  cheering  the  spirit  of  despondency,  and  sometimes 
even  in  calming  the  ravings  of  despair  ;  but  here  I  had 
a  different  enemy  to  combat,  an  ineradicable  prejudice 
to  encounter,  evidently  backed  by  no  common  share  of 
superstition,  and  confirmed  by  the  mental  weakness  at- 
tendant upon  severe  bodily  pain.  To  argue  the  sufferer 
out  of  an  opinion  so  rooted  was  a  hopeless  attempt  I 
did,  however,  essay  it:  I  spoke  to  her  of  the  strong  and 
mysterious  connection  maintained  between  our  waking 
images  and  those  which  haunt  us  in  our  dreams,  and 
more  especially  during  that  morbid  oppression  com- 
monly called  nightmare.  I  was  even  enabled  to  adduce 
myself  as  a  strong,  and  living,  instance  of  the  excess  to 
which  fancy  sometimes  carries  her  freaks  on  tnese  occa- 
sions ;  while  by  an  odd  coincidence,  the  impression  made 
upon  my  own  mind,  which  I  adduced  as  an  example^ 
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bore  no  slight  resemblance  to  her  o\vn.  I  8tate<l  to 
her,  that  on  ray  recovery  from  the  fit  of  epilejwy,  which 
had  attacked  me  about  two  years  since,  just  before  my 
grandson  Frederick  left  Oxford,  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  I  could  persuade  myself  that  I  had  not  visited 
him,  during  the  interval,  in  his  rooms  at  Brazenose,  and 

even  conversed  both  with  himself  and  his  friend  W ^ 

seated  in  his  arm-chair,  and  gazing  through  the  window 
full  upon  the  statue  of  Cain,  as  it  stands  in  the  centre 
of  the  quadrangle.  I  told  her  of  the  pain  I  underwent 
both  at  the  commencement  and  termination  of  my 
attack, — of  the  extreme  lassitude  that  succeeded ;  but 
my  efforts  were  all  in  vain :  she  listened  to  me,  indeed, 
with  an  interest  almost  breathless,  especially  when  I 
informed  her  of  my  having  actually  experienced  the 
very  burning  sensation  in  the  brain  alluded  to,  no  doubt 
a  strong  attendant  symptom  of  tliis  peculiar  affection, 
and  a  proof  of  the  identity  of  the  complaint ;  but  I 
could  plainly  perceive  that  I  failed  oiitirely  in  shaking 
the  rooted  opinion  which  possessed  her,  that  her  spirit 
had,  by  some  nefarious  and  unhallowed  means,  been  ac- 
tually subtracted  for  a  time  from  its  catthly  tenement*^ 
*  4f  *  %  * 

The  next  extract  which  I  shall  g'v«  from  my  old 
friend^s  memoranda  is  dated  August  24th,  more  than 
a  week  subsequent  to  liis  first  visit  at  Mn.  Graham^s. 
lie  appears,  from  Ids  papers,  to  have  \Laited  the  poor 
young  woman  more  than  once  during  the  inteiral,  and 
to  have  afforded  her  those  spiritual  coDBolntioas  wliich 
no  one  was  more  capable  of  communicatini:.  His 
patient,  for  so  in  a  religious  sense  she  may  weiJ  be 
U'.mied,  had  been  sinking  under  the  agitation  she  had 
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ex]>crienco<l ;  and  the  constant  dread  she  was  under  of 
Muiilar  sutlerinnfs,  o])erated  so  strongly  on  a  frame  al- 
ready enervated,  that  life  at  length  seemed  to  hang 
only  by  a  thread.     His  papers  go  on  to  say, 

"  1  have  jnst  seen  ))<M)r  Mary  Graham, — I  fear  for  the 
last  time.  Nature  is  evidently  quite  worn  out;  she  is 
aware  that  she  is  dying,  and  looks  forward  to  the  ter- 
mination of  her  existop.cc  here,  not  only  with  resigna- 
tion, but  with  joy.  It  is  clear  that  her  dream,  or  what 
she  persists  in  ciilling  her  'subtraction,'  has  much  to 
do  with  tliis.  For  the  last  few  days  her  behaviour  has 
been  altered ;  slie  has  avoided  conversing  on  the  sub- 
ject of  her  delusion,  and  seems  to  wish  that  I  should 
consider  her  as  a  convert  to  my  view  of  her  case.  This 
may,  perhaj)s,  be  partly  owing  to  the  flippancies  of  her 

me<lical  attendant  uj)ou  the  subject,  for  Mr.  I has, 

somehow  or  other,  got  an  inkling  that  she  has  been 
much  agitated  by  a  dre^im,  and  thinks  to  laugh  off  the 
impression, — in  my  opinion  injudiciously  ;  but  though 
a  skilful,  and  a  kind-hearted,  he  is  a  young  man,  and 
of  a  disposition,  perhaps,  rather  'oo  mercurial  for  the 
chamber  of  a  nervous  invalid.  Her  manner  has  since 
been  much  more  reserved  to  both  of  us :  in  my  case, 
probably  because  she  Bus])ects  me  of  betraying  her 

secret," 

***** 

"  August  26th. — Mary  Graham  is  yet  alive,  but 
sinking  fast:  her  cordiality  towards  me  has  returned 
since  her  sister  confessed  yesterday  that  she  had,  herself, 
told  Mr.  I that  his  [)atient's  mind  *  had  been  affect- 
ed by  a  terrible  nsion.'  I  am  evidently  restored  to  her 
oonfiden<:e. — She  asked  me  this  morning,  with  much 
0* 
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earnestness,  *  What  I  believed  to  be  the  state  of  ileparted 
81)irit8  during  the  interval  between  dissolution  and  the 
final  day  of  account  1 — And  whether  1  thought  they 
would  be  safe,  in  another  world,  from  the  influence 
of  wicked  persons  employing  an  agency  moie  than 
human  ?' — Poor  child  ! — One  cannot  mistake  the  pre- 
vailing bias  of  her  mind. — Poor  child  !" 

*  «  *  *  * 

"August  27th. — It  is  nearly  over;  she  is  sinking 
rapidly,  but  quietly  and  w^ithout  pain.  .  I  have  just 
administered  to  her  the  sacred  elements  of  which  her 
mother  partook.  Elizabeth  declined  doing  the  same ; 
she  cannot,  she  says,  yet  bring  herself  to  forgive  the 
villain  who  has  destroyed  her  sister.  It  is  singular  that 
she,  a  young  woman  of  good  plain  sense  in  ordinary 
matters,  should  so  easily  arlopt,  and  so  pertinaciously 
retain,  a  superstition  so  puerile  and  ridiculous.  This 
must  be  matter  of  future  conversation  between  us ;  at 
present,  with  the  form  of  the  dying  girl  before  her  eyes, 
it  were  vain  to  argue  with  ter.  The  mother,  I  find, 
has  written  to  young  Somers,  stating  the  dangerous 
situation  of  his  affianced  wife ;  indignant,  as  she  justly 
is,  at  his  long  silence;  it  is  fortunate  that  she  has  no 
knowledge  of  the  suspicions  entertained  by  her  daugh- 
^^r,  I  have  seen  her  letter,  it  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Francis 
Somers,  in  the  Hogewoeri,  at  Leyden, — a  fellow-student 
then  of  Frederick's.  I  must  remember  to  enquire  if  he 
is  acquainted  with  this  young  man." 

*  *  *  4t  * 

Mary  Graham,  it  appears,  died  the  same  night. 
Before  her  departure,  she  repeated  to  my  friend  the 
angular  story  sh**.  bad  before  told  him,  witliout  an> 
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material  variatioD  from  the  detail  she  had  forinerlj 
given.  To  the  las  she  persisted  in  beh'eving  that  her 
unworthy  lover  had  practised  upon  her  by  forbidden 
arts.  She  once  more  described  the  apartment  with 
great  minuteness,  and  even  the  person  of  Francis's 
alleged  companion,  who  was,  she  said,  about  the  middle 
height,  hard  featured,  with  a  rather  remarkable  scar 
upon  his  left  cheek,  extending  in  a  transverse  direction 
from  below  the  eye  to  the  nose.  Several  pages  of  my 
reverend  friend's  manuscript  are  filled  with  reflections 
upon  this  excr.aordinary  confession,  which,  joined  with 
its  melancholy  termination,  seems  to  have  produced  no 
common  effect  upon  him.  He  alludes  to  more  than 
one  subsequent  discussion  with  the  surviving  sister,  and 
piqueo  himself  on  having  made  some  progress  in  con- 
vincing her  of  the  folly  of  her  theory  respecting  the 
origin  and  nature  of  the  illness  itself. 

His  memoranda  on  this,  and  other  subjects,  are  con- 
tinued till  about  the  middle  of  September,  when  a  break 
ensues,  occasioned,  no  doubt,  by  the  unwelcome  news 
of  his  grandson's  dangerous  state,  which  induced  him 
to  set  out  forthwith  for  Holland.  His  arrival  at  Lt^yden 
was,  as  I  have  already  said,  too  late.  Frederick  S 
had  expired,  after  thirty  hours'  intense  suffering,  from  a 
wound  received  in  a  duel  with  a  brother  student  The 
cause  of  the  quarrel  was  variously  related  ;  but,  accord- 
ing to  his  landlord's  version,  it  had  originated  in  some 
silly  dispute  about  a  dream  of  his  antagonist's,  who  had 
been  the  challenger.  Such,  at  least,  was  the  account 
given  to  him,  as  he  said,  by  Frederick's  friena  and  fel 

low-lodger,  W ,  who  had  acted  as  s<K;o!id  on  the 

ooctoion,  thus  acquitting  himself  of  an  obligation  of  the 
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same  kind  due  to  the  deceased,  whose  services  he  had 
put  in  requisition  about  a  year  before  on  a  similar  occa« 
sion,  when  he  had  himself  been  severely  wounded  io 
the  face. 

From  the  same  authority  I  learned  that  my  poor 
friend  was  much  affected  on  finding  that  his  arrival  had 
been  defeiTed  too  long.  Every  attention  was  shown 
him  by  the  proprietor  of  the  house,  a  respectable  trades- 
man, and  a  chamber  was  yrepared  for  his  accommoda- 
tion ;  the  books,  and  few  effects  of  his  deceased  grand- 
son were  delivered  over  to  him,  duly  inventoried,  and, 
late  as  it  was  in  the  evening  when  he  reached  Leyden, 
he  insisted  upon  being  conducted  immediately  to  the 
apartments  which  Frederick  had  occupied,  there  to 
indulge  the  first  ebullitions  of  his  sorrow,  before  he 
retired  to  his  own.  Madame  MUller  accordingly  led  the 
way  to  an  upper  room,  which,  being  situated  at  the  top 
of  the  house,  had  been,  from  its  privacy  and  distance 
from  the  street,  selected  by  Frederick  as  his  study.  The 
Doctor  entered,  and  taking  the  lamp  from  his  conduc- 
tress motioned  to  be  left  alone.  His  implied  wish  was 
of  course  complied  with :  and  nearly  two  hours  had 
elapsed  before  his  kind-hearted  hostess  reascended,  in 
the  hope  of  prevailing  upon  him  to  return  with  her, 
and  partake  of  that  refreshment  which  he  had  in  the 
first  instance  peremptorily  declined.  Her  application 
for  admission  was  unnoticed : — she  ropeated  it  more 
than  once,  without  success;  then,- becoming  somewhat 
alarmed  at  the  continued  silence,  opened  the  door  and 
perceived  her  new  inmate  stretched  on  the  floor  in  a 
fainting  fit«  Restoratives  were  insUmtly  administered, 
uid  prompt  medical  aid  succeeded  at  length  in  restoring; 
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liim  to  consciousness.  But  his  mind  had  leceived  a 
Bh(x:k  from  which,  during  the  few  weeks  he  survived^ 
he  never  entirely  recovered.  His  thoughts  wandered 
perpetually :  aud  though,  from  the  very  slight  acquaint- 
ance which  his  hosts  had  with  the  English  language, 
llie  greater  part  of  what  fell  from  him  remained  un- 
known, yet  enough  was  understood  to  induce  them  to 
helieve  that  something  more  than  the  mere  death  of 
his  grandson  had  contributed  thus  to  paralyze  his 
faculties. 

When  his  situation  was  first  discovered,  a  small 
miniature  was  found  tightly  grasped  in  his  right  hand. 
It  had  been  the  property  of  Frederick,  and  had  more 
than  once  been  seen  by  tlie  Miillers  in  his  possession. 
To  this  the  patient  made  continued  reference,  and  would 
not  suffer  it  one  moment  from  his  sight :  it  was  in  his 
hand  when  he  expired.  At  my  request  it  was  produced 
to  me.  The  portrait  was  that  of  a  young  woman,  in  an 
English  morning  dress,  whose  plejising  and  regular  fea- 
tures, with  their  mild  and  somewhat  pensive  expression, 
were  not,  I  thought,  altogether  unknown  to  me.  Her 
age  was  apparently  about  twenty.  A  profusion  of  dark 
chestnut  hair  was  arranged  in  the  Madonna  style,  above 
a  brow  of  unsullied  whiteness,  a  single  ringlet  depend- 
ing on  the  left  side.  A  glossy  lock  of  the  same  colour, 
and  evidently  belonging  to  the  original,  appeared  be- 
neath a  small  crystal,  inlaid  in  the  back  of  the  picture, 
which  was  plainly  set  in  gold,  and  bore  in  a  cipher  the 
letters  M.  G.  with  the  date  18 — .  From  the  inspection 
of  this  portrait,  I  could  at  that  time  collect  nothnig, 
nor  froui  that  of  the  1  >oi!tor  himself,  which  also  I  found 
the  next  morning  in  Froderick's  desk,  »ccompanied  b} 
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.WO  separate  portions  of  hair.  One  of  them  was  a  lock, 
•hort,  and  deeply  tinged  with  grey,  and  had  been  taken, 
i  have  little  doubt,  from  the  head  of  my  old  friend  him- 
self; the  other  corresponded  in  colour  and  appearance 
with  that  at  the  back  of  the  miniature.  It  was  not  till 
a  few  days  had  elapsed,  and  I  had  seen  the  wortliy 
Doctor's  remains  quietly  consigned  to  the  narrow  house, 
that,  while  arranging  his  papers  previous  to  my  intended 
return  upon  the  morrow,  I  encountered  the  narrative 
I  have  already  transcribed.  The  name  of  the  unfortu- 
nate young  woman  connected  with  it  forcibly  arrested 
my  attention.  I  recollected  it  immediately  as  one  be- 
longing to  a  parishioner  of  my  own,  and  at  once  recog- 
nised the  original  of  the  female  portrait  as  its  Qwner. 

1  rose  not  from  the  perusal  of  his  very  singular  state- 
ment till  I  had  gone  through  the  whole  of  it.  It  was 
late, — and  the  rays  of  the  single  lamp  by  which  I  was 
reading  did  but  very  faintly  illumine  the  remoter  parts 
of  the  room  in  which  I  sat.  The  brilliancy  of  an 
unclouded  Nuveraber  moon,  then  some  twelve  nights 
old,  and  shining  full  into  the  apartment,  did  much 
towards  remedying  the  defect.  My  thoughts  filled  with 
the  melancholy  details  I  had  read,  I  rose  and  walked  to 
the  window.  The  beautiful  planet  rode  high  in  the  fir- 
mament, and  gave  to  the  snowy  roofs  of  the  houses, 
and  pendant  icicles,  all  the  sparkling  radiance  of  cluster- 
ing gems.  The  stillness  of  the  scene  harmonized  well 
with  the  state  of  my  feelings.  I  threw  open  the  case- 
ment and  looked  abroad.  Far  below  me,  the  waters 
of  the  principal  canal  shone  like  a  broad  mirror  in  Uie 
moonlight  To  the  left  rose  the  Burgh t,  a  huge  round 
t(»w6r  of  remarkable  appearance,  pierced  with  embrar 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


THE   LATE   HENRY   HAURI8,   D.1>.  207 

sures  at  its  summit;  while  a  little  to  tlie  riglil  and  in 
the  distance,  the  spire  iind  pinnacles  of  the  Cathedral 
of  Leyden  rose  in  all  their  majesty,  presenting  a  coup 
deceit  of  surpassing  though  simple  beauty.  To  a  spec- 
tator of  calm,  unoccupied  mind,  the  scene  would  have 
been  delightful.  On  me  it  acted  with  an  electric  effect. 
1  turneil  hastily  to  survey  the  apartment  in  which  I  had 
been  sitting.    It  was  the  one  designated  as  the  study  of 

the  late  Frederick  S .     The  sides  of  the  room  wer€ 

covered  with  dark  wainscot ;  the  spacious  fireplace  oppo- 
site to  me,  with  its  polished  andi  ons,  was  surmounted 
by  a  large  old-fasliioned  mantelpiece,  heavily  carved  in 
the  Dutch  style  with  fruits  and  flowers ;  above  it  frowned 
a  i)ortrait,  in  a  Vandyke  dress^  with  a  peaked  beard  and 
mustaches;  one  hand  of  the  figure  rested  on  a  table, 
while  the  other  bore  a  marshal's  staff,  surmounto<l  by  a 
silver  falcon !  and — either  my  imagination,  already 
heated  by  the  scene,  deceived  me, — or  a  smile  as  of 
malicious  triumph  curled  the  lip  and  glared  in  the  cold 
leaden  eye  that  seemed  fixed  upon  my  own.  The  heavy, 
anticpie,  cane-backed  chairs, — the  large  oaken  table, — 
the  book-shelves,  the  scattered  volumes — all,  all  were 
there ;  while,  to  complete  the  picture,  to  my  right  and 
left,  as  half-breathless  I  leaned  my  back  against  the 
casement,  rose,  on  each  side,  a  t»ill,  dark,  ebony  cabinet, 
in  whose  polished  sides  the  single  lamp  upon  the  table 

shone  reflected  as  in  a  mirror. 

*  *  ft  «  * 

What  am  I  to  think? — Can  it  be  that  the  story  1 
have  been  reading  was  written  by  my  poor  friend  here, 
and  under  the  influence  of  delirium? — Impossible! 
Besides  the\  all  assure  me,  that  from  tlie  fatal  night  of 
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his  arrival  lie  never  left  his  bed — river  put  pen  to  paper. 
II is  very  directions  to  have  me  summoned  from  Eng- 
land were  verbally  given,  during  one  of  those  few  and 
brief   inten^als   in    which   reason  seemed   partially  to 

resume  her  sway.     Can  it  then  be  possible  that ? 

W ?  where  is  he,  who  alone  may  be  able  to  throw 

light  on  this  horrible  mystery  ? — No  one  knows.  He 
absconded,  it  seems,  immediately  after  the  duel.  No 
trace  of  him  exists,  nor,  after  repeated  and  anxious  in- 
quiries, can  I  find  that  any  student  has  ever  been  known 
in  the  University  of  Leyden  by  the  name  of  Francis 
Somers. 

"There  are  more  Uiings  in  heaven  and  earth 
Thaa  are  dreamt  of  in  your  philosophy.** 


Father  John  Ingoldaby,  to  whose  papers  I  am  largely 
indebted  for  the  Saintly  records  which  follow,  waa 
brought  up  by  his  father,  a  cadet  of  the  family,  in  the 
Romish  faith,  and  was  educated  at  Douai  for  the  church. 
Besides  the  manuscripts  now  at  Tappington,  he  was  the 
author  of  two  controversial  treatises  on  the  connection 
between  the  Papal  Hierarchy  and  the  Nine  of  Dia- 
monds. 

From  his  well-known  loyalty,  evinced  by  secret  ser- 
vices to  lihc  Royal  cause  during  the  Protectorate,  he  was 
excepted  by  name  out  of  the  acts  agjiinst  the  Papists, 
became  superintendent  of  the  Queen  Dowager's  chapel 
at  Somerset  House,  and  enjoyed  a  small  pension  until 
Lis  death,  which  took  place  in  the  third  year  of  Queen 
Anne  (1704),  at  the  mature  age  of  ninety-six.  He 
was   an   e<*x?lesiastic  of  great  learning  and  piety,  but 
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fttm  the  stiff  and  antiquated  phraseology  which  he 
ailo]>t«ii,  1  have  tliought  it  necessary  to  modernize  it  a 
little:  tliis  will  account  for  certain  anachronisms  tliat 
hare  unavoidably  crept  in ;  the  substance  of  his  nar 
ratives  has,  however,  throughout,  been  strictly  adhered 
to. 

Ills  hair-shirt,  almost  as  good  as  new,  is  bUU  preaenred 
at  Tappington, — but  nobody  ever  wears  it. 


THE  JACKDAW  OF  RHEIMa 


**Tuiie  mber  OurTus  adeo  conaeicnUa  stlmulis  oompundiu  fult,  ef  ex»« 
cnitto  eum  uu  topere  excarncflctivit,  ul  exiiide  labescure  Inciperet,  maciem 
ountrabtfrot,  onutein  dbuin  aversarelur,  nee  ampliiis  criicitaret ;  pentia 
ptTTierva  ei  <l«fluebafit«  et  alia  pendulis  omites  facetias  inlurmiatt,  et  lam 
macer  appairuU  ut  uiniies  ejus  miservwcent."  •  •  • 

*'Tunc  abbas  sac«rdotibua  mandavit  ut  rureus  furem  absolverent;  quo 
facto.  Oorrua,  oniotbua  mlraotlbiia,  propediem  coovaluit,  et  pristmam  aa 
nitaiem  recupefavii.** 

D*  JUiut.  Ord,  CiMUr€ 

Tin  Jackdaw  sat  on  the  Cardinara  chair ! 
Bi^op  and  abbot^  and  prior  were  there ; 

Many  a  monk,  and  many  a  friar, 

Many  a  knight,  and  many  a  squire. 
With  a  great  many  more  of  lesser  degree, — 
In  sooth  a  goodly  company ; 
And  they  served  the  I^rd  Primate  on  bended  knee. 

Never,  I  wec*n. 

Was  a  prouder  seen. 
Read  of  in  books,  or  dreamt  of  in  dreamfl^ 
llian  the  Cardinal  Lord  Archbishop  of  Rheimal 
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In  nml  ont 

Through  the  motley  rout^ 
That  little  JnckdAw  kept  hoppiug  about* 

Here  and  there, 

Like  a  dog  in  a  fair, 

Over  comfits  and  cat^.s, 

And  dishes  and  plates, 
Cowl  and  cope,  and  rochet  and  pall  t 
Mitre  and  crosier!  he  hopp*d  upon  all 

With  a  saucy  air, 

He  perch'd  on  the  chair 
Where,  in  state,  the  great  Lord  Cardinal  sat 
In  the  great  Lord  Cardinal's  great  red  hat ; 

And  he  peer*d  in  the  face 

Of  his  Lordship's  Grace, 
With  a  satisfied  look,  as  if  he  would  aay, 
••  We  Two  are  the  greatest  folks  here  to-day  I " 

And  the  j)riest*,  with  awe, 

As  such  freaks  they  saw, 
Said,  "The  Devil  must  be  in  that  little  Jackdawll** 

The  feast  was  over,  the  board  was  cleared 
The  flawns  and  the  cust4irds  had  all  disappeared. 
And  six  little  Singing-boys, — dear  little  souls 
In  nice  clean  faces,  and  nice  white  stoles^ 

Came,  in  order  due. 

Two  by  two, 
Marching  that  grand  refectory  through  1 
A  nice  little  boy  held  a  golden  ewer, 
Emboss'd  and  fiU'd  with  water,  as  pure 
As  any  that  flows  between  Rheims  and  Namur, 
Which  a  nice  little  boy  stood  ready  to  catch 
In  a  fine  golden  hand-basin  made  to  match* 
Two  nice  little  boys  rather  more  grown. 
Carried  lavender-water  and  eau  de  Cologne ; 
And  a  nice  little  I  oy  had  a  nice  cake  of  aoap^ 
Wortliy  of  washing  the  hands  of  the  Pope. 

One  little  boy  more 

A  napkin  bore^ 
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Of  the  best,  white  diaper,  fringed  with  pink, 
And  a  Cardinal's  Hat  mark'd  in  "permanent  ink.* 

Tlic  ffreat  Jjord  Cftrdinal  turns  at  the  sight 
Of  these  nice  little  boys  dress'd  all  in  whit<e; 

From  his  finger  he  draws 

Ilis  costly  turquoise ; 
And,  not  thinking  at  all  about  little  Jackdaws, 

Deposits  it  straight 

By  the  side  of  his  plate, 
While  the  nice  little  boys  on  his  Eminence  wait; 
Till,  when  nobody's  dreaming  of  any  such  thin^ 
That  little  Jackdaw  hops  off  with  the  ring  1 
♦  •  «  ♦ 

There's  a  cry  and  a  shout, 

And  a  deuce  of  a  rout« 
And  nobody  seems  to  know  what  they're  about^ 
But  the  monks  have  their  pockets  all  turn'd  inside  out; 

Tlie  friars  are  kneeling, 

An  •  hunting  and  feeling 
The  carpets  the  floor,  and  the  walls,  and  the  ceiling 

The  Cardinal  drew 

Off  each  plum-color'd  shoe. 
And  left  his  red  stockings  exposed  to  the  view  ; 

He  peep^  and  he  feels 

In  the  toes  and  the  heels 
They  turn  up  the  dishe^ — they  turn  up  the  plate^ — 
They  take  up  the  poker  and  poke  out  the  grate% 

— They  turn  up  the  rugs. 

They  examine  the  mugs : — 

But^  no  I — no  such  thing ; — 

They  can't  find  tub  ring! 
And  the  Abbot  declared  that,  "  when  nobody  twigg'd  il, 
Some  rascal  or  other  had  popp'd  in,  and  prigg'd  it  1 " 

The  Cardinal  rose  with  a  dignified  look. 

He  called  for  his  candle,  his  hell,  and  his  book  I 

In  holy  anger,  and  pious  grief. 

He  solemnly  cursed  that  rascally  thiefl 
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He  cursed  him  At  boanl,  he  cursed  him  in  bed  ; 
From  the  sole  of  his  foot  to  the  crowu  of  his  head* 
He  cui*sed  him  in  sleeping,  that  every  night 
JIo  should  dream  of  the  devil,  and  wake  in  a  friglit* 
lie  culled  him  in  eating,  he  cursed  him  in  drinking, 
He  cursed  him  in  coughing,  in  sneezing,  in  winking, 
lie  cursed  him  in  sitting,  in  standing,  in  lying; 
He  cui*sed  him  in  walking,  in  riding,  in  flying. 
He  cui*sed  him  living,  he  cursed  him  dying  I — 

Never  was  heard  such  a  terrible  curse  I 
But  what  gave  rise 
To  no  little  8ur]>rise, 

Nobody  seemed  one  penny  the  worse ! 

The  day  was  gone, 

The  nigb.t  came  on. 
The  Monks  and  the  Friai-s  they  seareh'd  till  dawn; 

When  the  Sacristan  saw. 

On  crumpled  claw. 
Come  limping  a  poor  little  lame  Jackdaw  1 

Ko  longer  gay, 

As  on  yesterday ; 
His  feathers  all  seem'd  to  be  turn'd  the  wrong  way  ,— 
His  pinions  droop'd — he  could  hardly  stand, — 
His  head  was  as  bahl  as  the  palm  of  your  hand ; 

Ilis  eye  so  dim, 

So  wasted  each  limb, 
That.,  heedless  of  grammar,  they  all  cried,  "That  him!- 
That's  the  scamp  that  has  done  this  scandalous  thing 
That's  the  thief  that  has  got  my  Lord  Cardinal's  Riu^  T  * 

The  i>oor  little  Jackdaw, 

When  the  monks  he  saw. 
Feebly  gave  vent  to  the  ghost  of  a  caw ; 
A.nd  turn*d  his  bald  head,  as  much  as  to  say, 
••  Pray  be  so  good  as  to  walk  this  way  I  " 

Slower  and  slower 

He  limp*d  on  before. 
Till  they  came  to  the  back  .-^f  the  belfry-door. 
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Wlierft  the  first  thing  they  saw. 

Midst  the  sticks  aiu!  th«.'  straw, 

Woa  th9  Mise^  in  the  nest  of  that  little  Jackdaw  I 

Then  the  great  Lt  rd  Cardinal  call'd  for  his  book. 
And  off  that  terrible  curse  he  took ; 

llie  mute  expression 

Served  in  lieu  of  confession, 
And,  being  thus  coupled  with  full  restitution, 
The  Jackdaw  got  plenary  absolution ! 

— When  those  words  were  heard, 

Tliat  poor  little  bird 
Was  so  changed  in  a  moment,  'twas  really  absurd: 

He  grew  sleek,  and  fat ; 

In  addition  to  that, 
A  fresh  crop  of  feathers  came  thick  as  a  mat! 

His  tail  wHgglod  more 

Even  than  before ; 
But  no  longer  it  wagg'd  with  an  impudent  air, 
No  longer  he  i>erch'd  on  the  Cardinal's  chair. 

He  hopp'd  now  about 

With  a  gait  devout ; 
At  Matins,  at  Vespers,  he  never  was  out ; 
An4i,  so  far  from  any  more  pilfering  deeds, 
He  always  seem'd  telling  the  Confessor's  beads. 
If  any  one  lied,^-or  if  any  one  swore,— 
Or  dumber'd  in  pray'r-tirae  and  happen'd  to  snore. 

That  good  Jackdaw 

Would  give  a  great  "  Caw !  " 
As  much  as  to  say,  "  Don't  do  so  any  more !  " 
While  many  reniark'd,  ns  his  manners  they  saw, 
lliat  they  "never  had  known  such  a  pious  Ja^^kdaii  I* 

lie  long  lived  the  pride 

Of  that  country  si<ie, 
And  at  last  in  the  odor  of  sanctity  died  ; 

When,  as  words  were  too  faint 

His  merits  to  paint, 
Thfi  Conclave  determined  to  make  him  a  Saint 
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And  on  newly  made  Sainta  an'.l  Popes  as  yo!i  know 
It*A  the  oualom.  at  Rome,  new  names  to  bestow, 
So  they  eaaonized  him  by  the  naoie  of  Jem  Crow  i 
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'  Stiff  Wv  ^^^  Sunstan  teas  bopie  (n  s*  srre  of  out 
EorUe  ix.  JionreH  U  xxv.  tOat  tsme  rrflnsnfle  In  tliff  lonHc 
Itfnae  Bt^tlMXon,    •  •  • 

"WOtin  (t  «o  talis  tliat  Sa^nt  jDunstan  teas  torrs  of 
prasrr  tlian  usrH  Hr  to  toorltc  In  floniBmltlira  torrlte  toltli  Ma 
otonr  lianHiff  for  to  es.lirtoe  sHelncs."  ^ 

GMen  Legend, 
St.  Dunstan  stood  in  his  ivied  tower, 
Alembic,  crucible,  all  were  there; 
When  in  came  Nick  to  play  him  a  trick, 
In  guise  of  a  damsel  passing  fair. 
Every  one  knows 
How  the  story  goes : 
He  took  up  the  tongs  and  caught  hold  of  his  nose. 
But  I  beg  that  you  won't  for  a  moment  suppose 
That  I  mean  to  go  through  in  detail,  to  you 
A  story  at  least  as  trite  as  it's  true ; 
Nor  do  I  intend 
An  instant  to  spend 
On  the  tale,  how  he  treated  his  monarch  and  tn«nd, 
When,  bolting  away  to  a  chamber  remote, 
Inconceivably  bored  by  his  Witen-gemote, 
Edwy  left  them  all  joking. 
And  drinking,  and  smoking, 
So  tipsily  grand,  they'd  stand  nonsense  from  no  KiD|^ 
Bnt  sent  the  Archbishop 
Their  Sovereign  to  fish  up, 
With  a  hint  that  perchance  on  his  crown  he  might  feel  tapL 
Unleao  he  came  back  straight  and  took  off  his  heel-tape 
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You  must  not  b«  plagued  with  the  sanie  story  twice^ 
Ami  perhaps  have  seen  th'u  one,  by  W.  Dyck, 
At  the  Royal  Aciidemy,  vci-y  well  done, 
And  mark'd  in  the  catalogue  Four,  seven,  one. 

You  might  there  view  the  Saint,  wlio  in  sable  array *d  ^ 
Coercing  the  Monarch  away  from  Uie  Ladies ; 
llis  right  hand  has  hold  of  his  Majesty's  jerkin, 
Hi.H  left  shews  the  door,  and  he  seems  to  say,  *'  Sir  King, 
Your  most  faithful  Commons  won't  hear  of  your  shirking  I 
Quit  your  tea,  and  return  to  your  Burclai  and  Perkyn, 
Or,  by  Jingo,*  ere  morning,  no  longer  alive,  a 
Sad  victim  you'll  lie  to  your  love  for  Elgiva  I  " 

No  farther  to  treat 

Of  this  ungallant  feat, 
What  I  mean  to  do  now  is  succinctly  to  paint 
One  particular  fact  in  the  life  of  tlie  Saiut^ 
Which  somehow,  for  want  of  due  care,  I  presume, 
Has  escai)ed  the  researches  of  Rapin  and  Hume, 
In  recounting  a  miracle,  both  of  th^m  men,  who  a 
Great  deal  fall  short  of  Jacques  Bishop  of  Genoa, 
An  Historian  who  likes  deinis  like  these  to  reconl — 
See  his  Aurea  Lege^ida^  by  Elt'jnhlTn  lir  WotHC. 

St  Dunstan  stood  again  in  liis  tower, 

Alembic,  crucible,  all  complete  ; 
He  had  been  standing  a  good  half  hour, 
And  now  lie  utter'd  the  words  of  power. 

And  call'd  to  his  broomstick  to  bring  him  8  seat 

The  words  of  jwver! — and  what  bo  they 

To  which  e'en  IJroonisiticks  Im>w  and  obvyf— 

Why, — 'twere  uncommonly  hard  to  say. 

As  the  prelate  1  named  hiis  recorded  none  of  them, 

•  St.  Jin^ru,  ur  Censo  (n<'ntfu1phii.«\  soinetUnea  siylod  »*Tho  Living 
Jingo,**  from  the  i^real  teimciuiienex^  oX  vitalil}'  «xiiibile<l  by  liiSMCveriid 
Biembera.    See  hU  Legend,  as  roconlud  hereat'ler  hi  the  pn'«fai,volume. 
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What  they  mny  be, 

But  I  know  thoy  are  three, 
And  ABRACADABRA,  I  take  it,  is  one  of  them: 
For  fin  told  that  most  Cahalista  use  tlmt  identical 
Word,  written  thus,  in  what  they  call  "  a  Pcutaclc* 


However  that  be, 

You  *11  doubtless  agree 
It  signifies  little  to  you  or  to  me, 
A«  not  being  dabblers  in  Graminarye ; 
Still,  it  must  be  confesis'd,  for  a  Saint  to  repeat 
Such  language  Ikloud  is  scarcely  discreet; 
For,  as  Solomon  hints  to  folks  given  to  chatter, 
••  A  bird  of  the  air  may  carry  the  matter ;" 

And  in  sooth. 

From  my  youth 

I  remember  a  truth 
Icisisted  on  much  iu  my  earlier  yeai-s, 
To  i^it^  "Little  Pitchers  have  very  lonar  cars!* 
I'ow,  just  such  a  "  Pitcher"  as  those  I  allude  1o 
Was  outside  the  door,  which  his  "  eni-s  "  aitpeaitK)  glued  to 
FIART    8EKJK8.  10 
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Peter,  the  Lay-brother,  raeagre  and  tliio« 

Rve  feet  one  in  his  sandal  shoon, 
While  the  saint  thought  him  sleeping;. 
Was  listening  and  peeping. 

And  watching  his  master  the  whole  aftemooiL 

This  Peter  the  Saint  had  pick'd  out  from  his  fellow^ 
To  look  to  his  fire,  and  to  blow  with  the  bellows^ 
To  put  on  the  WallVEnds  and  Lambtons  wheneyer  1 6 
Chose  to  indulge  in  a  little  orfevrerU  ; 

— Of  course  you  have  read. 

That  St.  Dunstan  was  bred 
A  Goldsmith,  and  never  quite  gave  up  the  trade  I 
The  Company — ^richest  in  London,  *tis  said-r- 
Aeknowledge  him  still  as  their  Patron  and  Head; 

Nor  is  it  so  long 

Since  a  capital  song 
In  his  praise— now  recorded  their  archives  among— > 
Delighted  the  noble  and  dignified  throng 
Of  their  guests,  who,  the  newspapers  told  the  whole  town. 
With  cheers  "pledged  the  wine-cup  to  Dunstan's  renown," 
When.  Lord  Lyndhurst^  Thk  Duk^  and  Sir  Robert,  were  dining 
At  the  Hall  some  time  since  with  the  Prime  Warden  Twin 

ing.— 
— ^I  am  sadly  digressing — a  fault  whidi  sometimes 
One  can  hardly  avoid  in  these  gossiping  rhymes^ 
A  slight  deviation's  forgiven  I  but  then  this  is 
Too  long,  I  fear,  for  a  decent  parenthesis 
So  rU  rein  up  my  Pegasus  sharps  and  retreat^  or 
You'll  think  I've  forgotten  the  Lay  brother  Peter. 

Whom  the  Saint^  as  I  said. 

Kept  to  turn  down  his  bed. 

Dress  his  palfreys  and  cobs, 

And  do  other  odd  jobs, — 

As  reducing  to  writing 

Whatever  he  might,  in 
Hie  course  of  the  day  or  the  nighty  be  inditing 
Aad  cleaning  the  plate  of  his  mitre  with  whiting; 
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Performiiifs,  in  short,  all  thoee  dnties  and  ofllieet 
AbboU  exact  from  Lay-brothers  and  Novices. 

It  occurs  to  me  here 

You'll  perhaps  think  it  queer 
That  St  Dunstan  should  have  such  a  personage  near. 

When  he'd  only  to  say 

Those  words, — be  what  they  may,— 
And  his  Broomstick  at  once  his  commands  would  obey,-<- 

That's  true  but  the  fact  is 

Twas  rarely  his  practice 
Such  aid  to  resort  to,  or  such  means  apply, 
Unless  he'd  some  "dignified  knot"  to  untie, 
Adopting,  tliough  sometimes,  as  now,  he'd  reversed  it» 
Old  Horace's  maxim  "  Nee  Broanutiek  iniertU."^^ 
—Peter,  the  Lay-brother,  meagre  and  thin, 
Heard  all  the  Saint  was  saying  within ; 
Peter,  the  Lay-brother,  sallow  and  spare, 
Peep'd  through  the  key-hole,  and — ^what  saw  he  there  1-^ 
Why,  —  A  Broomstick  bringing  a  rubu-bottom'd  chaib. 

What  Shakspeare  observes  in  his  play  of  King  Johi^ 

Is  undoubtedly  rights 

Tliat  "ofttimes  the  sight 
Of  means  to  do  ill  deeds  will  make  ill  deeds  done." 
Here's  Peter,  the  Lay-brother,  pale-faced  and  meagre^ 
A  gopd  sort  of  man,  only  rather  too  eager 
To  listen  to  what  other  people  are  saying, 
When  he  ought  to  be  minding  his  business  or  praying 
Gets  into  a  scrape, — and  an  awkward  one  too, — 
As  you'll  find.  If  you've  patience  enough  to  go  through 

The  whole  of  the  story 

I'm  laying  before  ye, — 
Entirely  from  having  "  the  meanz  **  in  his  view 
Of  doing  a  thing  which  he  ought  not  to  do  f 

Still  rings  in  his  ear, 
IHstinot  and  clear. 
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Abracadabra!  that  ^oni  of  fear 

And  the  two  which  I  never  yet  happen'd  to  hear. 

Still  do  til  he  spj, 

With  Fancy's  eye, 
The  Broomstick  at  work,  and  tlie  Saint  standing  by; 
And  he  chuckles,  and  says  to  himself  with  glee, 
"  Aha !  that  Broomstick  shall  work  for  %ne  I " 

Hark!— that  swell 

O'er  flood  and  o'er  fell. 
Mountain,  and  dingle,  and  moss-covered  dell! 
List ! — ^"tis  the  sound  of  the  Compline  l)ell. 
And  St  Dunstan  is  quitting  his  ivied  cell; 

Peter,  I  wot, 

Is  off  like  a  flhot» 
Or  a  little  dog  scalded  by  something  that's  hot^ 
For  he  hears  his  Master  approaching  the  spot 
Where  he'd  list<ened  so  long,  though  he  knew  he  ought  not 
Veter  reraember'd  his  Master's  frown- 
He  trembled — ^he'd  not  have  been  caught  for  a  crown ; 

Howe'er  you  may  laugh, 

He  had  ratlier,  by  half. 
Have  run  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower  and  jump'd  down. 
*  *  *  «  « 

The  Compline  hour  is  past  and  gone. 
Evening  service  is  over  and  done ; 

The  monks  repair 

To  tlieir  frugal  fare. 
A  snug  little  supper  of  something  light 
And  digestible,  ere  they  retire  for  the  night. 
For  in  Saxon  times,  in  respect  to  their  cheer, 
Bt  Austin's  Rule  was  by  no  means  severe. 

But  allowed,  from  the  Beverley  Roll  'twould  appear,  • 

Bread  and  cheese,  and  spring  onions,  and  sou  ml  tahle-beer  | 

And  even  green  peo«,  wnen  they  were  not  too  dear ; 
Not  like  the  rule  of  La  Trappe,  whose  chief  merit  is 
Said  to  consist  in  its  greater  austerities ; 
And  whose  monks^  if  I  rightly  remember  their  laws. 
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Ne'er  are  saifer^d  to  speak, 

Think  only  in  Greek, 
And  subsist^  aa  the  Beara  do,  by  sucking  their  pawa 

Astonish'd  I  am 

The  gay  Baron  Gnrarab, 
With  his  head  savoring  more  of  the  Lion  than  Lnmb^ 
Cbnid  e'er  be  pursuaded  to  join  such  a  set — ^1  . 

Extend  the  remark  to  Signor  Ambrogetti.^ 
For  a  monk  of  Ia  Tmppe  is  as  thin  as  a  ra(^ 
While  an  Austin  Friar  was  jolly  and  fat ; 
Tliough,  of  course,  tliu  fare  to  which  1  allude^ 
With  as  good  table-beer  as  ever  was  brew'd. 
Was  all  *'  caviare  to  the  multitnde,** 
Extending  alone  to  the  clergy,  together  in 
Hall  assembled, — and  not  to  Lay-brethren. 
St  Dunstan  himself  sits  there  at  his  post^ 

On  what  they  say  is 

Called  a  Dais, 
0*erlooking  the  whole  of  his  clerical  host, 
And  eating  poach'd  eggs  with  spinach  andrtoast; 
Five  Lay-brothers  stand  behind  his  chair. 
But  where  is  the  sixth  f— Where's  Peter  I— Ay,  WHERE  ff 

Tis  an  evening  in  June, 

And  a  little  half  moon, 
A  brighter  no  fond  lover  ever  set  eyes  on. 

Gleaming  and  beaming, 

And  dancing  the  stream  in. 
Has  made  her  appearance  above  the  horizon ; 
Just  such  a  half  moon  as  you  see,  in  a  play. 
On  the  turban  of  Mustapha  Muley  Bey, 

Or  the  fair  Turk  who  weds  with  the  "  Noble  Lord  Bateman ;  ■ 
—  Vitlf  plate  in  George  Cruickshank's  memoirs  of  that  great 
man. 

She  shines  on  a  turret  remote  and  lone, 
A  turret  with  ivy  and  moss  overgrown. 
And  lichens  that  thrive  on  the  cold  dank  stx>ne  * 
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Such  a  tower  as  a  poet  of  no  in#>an  raJihre 

I  once  knew  and  loved,  ])oor,  dear  Keginald  Ileber, 

AjBiiignfl  to  oblivion* — a  den  for  a  ^>lie  bear ; 

Within  it  are  found, 

Strew'd  above  and  around, 
On  the  hearth,  on  the  table,  the  shelves,  and  the  ground^ 
All  sorts  of  instruments^  all  sorts  of  tools, 
To  name  which,  and  their  uses,  would  puzzle  the  Schoola 
And  make  veiy  wise  people  look  very  like  foola ; 

Pincers  and  hooks, 

And  black-letter  boolu^ 
All  sorts  of  pokers,  and  all  sorts  of  tongs^ 
And  all  sorts  of  hammers,  and  all  that  belongs 
To  Goldsmith^s  work,  chemistrj,  alchymy, — all, 

In  short  that  a  Sage, 

In  that  erudite  age, 
Ck>uld  require,  was  at  hand,  or  at  least  within  call 
In  the  mi  list  of  the  room  lies  a  Broomstick ! — and  there 
A  lay-brother  sits  in  a  rush-bottom*d  chair  I 

Abracadabra,  that  fearfnl  word. 

And  the  two  which,  I  said,  I  have  never  yet  heard. 

Are  utter*d. — ^Tis  done  I 

Peter,  full  of  his  fun. 
Cries,  "  Broomstick  I  you  lubberly  son  of  a  gun  I 
Bring  ale  I — bring  a  flagon — a  hogsliead — a  tun  I 

*Tis  the  same  thing  to  you ; 

I  have  nothing  to  do ; 
.^jid,  *fore  George,  I  '11  sit  here,  and  I  '11  drink  till  aU  8  blae 

No  doubt  yonVe  remark'd  how  uncommonly  quiek 

A  Newfoundland  puppy  runs  after  a  stick. 

Brings  it  back  to  his  master,  and  gives  it  him — ^Well, 

So  potent  the  spelJ, 
The  Broomstick  perceived  it  was  vain  to  rebel, 

*  And  cold  oblivion*  midst  the  ruin  laid. 
Folds  her  dunk  wing  bei.eaUi  the  ivy  shade. 

PALKiTIilllt 
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So  ran  ofTHke  that  poppy  ;^-florae  cellar  waa  near. 
For  in  less  than  ten  seoonds  'twas  back  with  the  beer 
l'et«r  seizes  the  flagon ;  but  ere  he  can  suck 
Its  contents^  or  enjoy  what  he  thinks  his  good  lack; 
The  Broomstick  comes  in  with  a  tub  in  a  truck; 

Ck>ntinues  to  run 

At  tlie  rate  it  begun. 
And,  au  pied  de  lettre^  next  brings  in  a  ton  t 
A  fresh  one  succeeds,  tlien  a  third,  then  another, 
Discomfiting  much  tlie  astounded  Lay-brother ; 
Who,  had  he  possess'd  fifty  pitchers  or  stoups^ 
.They  all  had  been  too  few ;  for,  arranging  in  group* 
The  barreli^  the  Broomstick  next  started  the  hoope  ; 

The  ale  deluged  the  floor, 

But»  still,  through  the  door, 
^id  Broomstick  kept  bolting,  and  bringing  in  more. 

Fen  Macbeth  to  Macduff 

Wmdd  have  cried  "  Hold !  enough ! " 
If  half  as  well  drenched  with  such  "  perilous  stuff,** 
And,  Peter,  who  did  not  expect  such  a  rough  ymt, 
Cried  lustily,  "Stop  t— That  will  do,  Broomstick  !-nfiKij^/* 

But  ah,  well-a-day ! 

The  Devil,  they  say, 
"Us  easier  at  all  times  to  raise  than  to  lay. 

Again  and  again 

Peter  roared  out  in  rain 
His  Abracadabra,  and  t'  other  words  twain  :— 

As  well  might  one  try 

A  pack  in  full  cry 
To  check,  and  call  off  from  their  headlong  career. 
By  bawling  out  "  Toicks !  **  with  one's  hand  at  on^fi  eer. 
The  longer  he  roar'd  and  the  louder  and  quicker, 
Hia  faster  the  Broomstick  was  bringing  in  liquor. 

The  poor  Lay-brother  knew 
Not  on  earth  what  to  do— 
Il»  eanght  hoM  of  the  Broomstick  and  snapt  it  in  tw<k*> 
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Worse  and  worse  I — ^Like  a  dart 

Each  part  made  a  starts 
And  he  found  he'd  been  adding  more  fuel  to  fire, 
For  both  now  came  loaded  with  Meux*s  entire ; 
Combe's,  Delafield's,  H anbury's,  Truman's — no  stopping- 
Coding's,  Charon  ton's,  Whitbreml's  continue  to  drop  in. 
With  Ilodson's  pale  ale,  from  the  Sun  lirewhouse,  Wappiog 
rhe  firms  differ'd  then,  but  I  can't  put  a  tax  on 
My  memory  to  say  what  their  names  were  in  Saxon. 

To  be  sure  the  best  beer 

Of  all  did  not  appear 
For  Fve  said  'twas  in  June,  and  so  late  in  the  year 
The  '•  Ti'inity  Audit  Ale"  is  not  come-at-able, 
— As  Fve  found  to  my  great  grief  when  dining  at  that  table 


Now  extremely  alarm'd,  Peter  screnm'd  without  ceasing; 
For  a  flood  of  brown-stout  he  was  up  to  his  knees  in, 
Which,  thanks  to  the  Broomstick,  continued  iucreoaiDg*, 

He  fear'd  he'd  be  druwn'd, 

And  he  yell'd  till  the  sound 
Of  his  voice,  wiug'd  by  terror,  at  Inst  reach'd  the  ear 
Of  St  Dunstan  himself,  who  had  fiuish'd  /r/«bccr. 
And  had  put  off  his  mitre,  dnlmntir,  and  shoes, 
And  was  just  stepping  into  his  bed  for  a  snooze. 

His  Holiness  paused  when  he  heard  such  a  clatter; 

He  could  not  conceive  what  on  earth  was  the  matter. 

Slipping  on  a  few  things,  for  the  sake  of  decorum. 

He  issued  forthwith  from  his  Sanctum  Mndoruin, 

And  calling  a  few  of  the  lay-brothers  ne»r  him. 

Who  were  not  yet  in  bod,  and  who  happen'd  to  hear  him. 

At  once  led  the  way, 

Witliout  farther  diOay, 
To  the  tower  where  he'd  been  in  the  cour>je  of  the  day. 
Poor  Peter  I — alas!  though  St  Dunstan  was  quick. 
There  were  two  there   before  him — Grim   Death,   and   Old 
Nick  I- 
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When  tliey  open'd  tlie  door  out  the  malt-liquor  flow'd, 
JuRt  as  when  tlie  greut  Vat  burst  in  Tot'n*ani  Court  Road ; 
The  Laj-brothera  nearest  were  up  to  their  necks 
In  an  instant^  and  swimming  in  strong  double  X; 
While  Peter,  who,  spite  of  himself  now  had  drank  hard. 
After  floating  awhile,  like  a  toast  in  a  tankard. 

To  the  bottom  Iiad  sunk. 

And  was  spied  by  a  monk, 
Stone-dead,  like  poor  Clarence,  half  drown'd  and  half  drunk 

In  vain  did  St  Dunstan  exclaim,  "  Vade  retro 
Stronffbeerum  ! — discede  a  Ijay-frairt  Pttrof* 

Queer  Latin,  you'll  say, 

That  pnefix  of  "  Lay^ 
And  Strofi^beerum  1 — ^I  own  they'd  have  call'd  me  a  bloek 

head  if 
At  school  I  had  ventured  to  use  such  a  Vocative 
Tis  a  barbarous  word,  and  to  me  it's  a  query 
If  you'll  find  it  in  Patrick,  Morell,  or  Moreri ; 
But,  the  fact  is,  the  S'lint  was  uncommonly  flurried. 
And  apt  to  be  loose  in  his  Latin  when  hurried ; 
The  Brown-stout,  however,  obeys  to  the  letter. 
Quite  as  well  as  if  talk'd  to,  in  Ljitin  much  better, 

By  a  grave  Cambridge  Johnian, 

Or  graver  Oxonian, 
Whose  language,  we  all  know,  is  quite  Ciceronian. 
It  retires  from  the  corpse,  which  is  left  high  and  dry , 
But,  in  vain  do  they  snuff  and  hot  towels  apply, 
And  other  means  used  by  the  faculty  try. 

When  once  a  man's  dead 

There's  no  more  to  be  said ; 
Peter's  "  Beer  with  an  e"  was  his  "  Bier  with  an  <  /  T 

ilTdral. 

By  way  of  a  moral,  pemiift  me  to  pop  in 
The  following  maxims : — Beware  of  eaves-droppins^  I— 
Don't  make  use  of  language  that  isn't  well  scann'd  !— 
Don't  meddle  with  matters  you  don't  understand  l--* 
10* 
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Above  all,  what  Td  wish  to  impress  on  both  nezas 

Ifl^ — ^Keep  dear  of  Broomsticksi  Old  Nick,  and  three  XXXfc 

In  Goldsmith's  Hall  there's  a  handsome  glass-case^ 

And  in  it  a  stone  figure,  found  on  the  place. 

When,  thinking  the  old  Hall  no  longer  a  pleasant  onec 

Tliey  pull'd  it  all  down,  and  erected  the  present  one. 

If  jou  look,  you'll  perceive  that  this  stone  figure  twists 

A  thing  like  a  broomstick  in  one  of  its  fistSb 

It's  so  injured  bj  time,  you  can't  make  out  a  feature ; 

But  it  is  not  St  Dnnstan, — so  doubtless  if  s  Peter. 


Gengulphus,  or,  as  he  is  usually  styled  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  "  Jingo,"  was  perhaps  more  in  the  mouths  of  the 
"  general''  than  any  other  Saint,  on  occasions  of  adjura- 
tion (see  note,  page  216).  Mr.  Simpkinson  from  Bath 
had  kindly  transmitted  me  a  portion  of  a  primitive 
ballad,  ^vhich  has  escaped  the  researches  of  Ritson  and 
Ellis,  but  is  yet  replete  with  beauties  of  no  common 
order.  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  since  these  Legends 
first  appeared,  I  have  recovered  the  whole  of  it —  Vide 
infra. 

'  %  J^ranklfit'ff  bosge  Itptb  obtr  a  stUt, 

SLnb  i)sff  name  boas  Itttcl  Bj^nfio 

13  faitb  a  g~g  fajtb  an  N,— 

N  fajjtb  a  <Bt— <Bt  fajtf)  an  ©,— 
tll)t^  tairb  tiini  littU  Bfnfio  1 

Sbss  J^ranltl^n,  %^t8,  It  brtbcb  gooh  #x«*> 
Slnb  be  tairb  tt  laarc  jgoobt  ^t^nj^i 

Z.  f!^,  S.  N,  OE^.  ® ! 
JHc  tairb  it  3£tart  jsoobc  JlSt^ngo  1 

Nolnt  is  nottc  tbss  a  ftttt^  sonjt? 
I  tbtnke  it  is  h^t  3pngo  I 
3  boitbe  a  g— N,  (5,  ©— 
i  0bicar<  jt  is  bj}  3j}it£0 1* 
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**Nott  maltd  post.  Oengvlphus,  in  dnmo  lal  dormieiw,  ooouot  Ml  t 
(Qo^am  clenco  qui  cum  uxuro  lua  adulterere  aotebat.  Cajus  oorpoi  dom,  fak 
fMVlu.  in  Mpaltaram  poitaratur,  mulii  infinni  de  Uctu  miuii  tnnt." 

"  Cum  hoc  illius  nzori  raferretar  ab  ancillA  raa,  fcilioot  dominam  touB. 
qa«m  martjrrem  Mtnrium,  mmeula  fac«re,  imdeua  tUa,  at  tabMiiTaiit,  ai^ 
*  Ita  Geog alphas  miracula  facitat  ut  palvinanam  msum  eanU%' "  Ac  Ac 

Woi.ri4  Mbmorab. 

QnovLPHTO  comes  from  the  Holj  Land, 
With  his  scrip,  aud  his  bottle,  and  sandsl  ihooB ; 

Fall  many  a  day  hath  he  been  away, 
Yet  his  lady  deems  him  return'd  full  soon. 

Full  many  a  day  hath  he  been  away. 

Yet  scarce  had  he  crossed  ayont  the  sea» 
Ere  a  spruce  young  spark  of  a  Learned  Clerk 

Had  called  on  his  Lady,  and  stopp'd  to  UtL 

This  spruce  young  guest,  so  trimly  drest^ 

Stay'd  with  that  Lady,  her  revels  to  crown ; 
Uiey  laugh'd,  and  they  ate  and  tney  drank  of  the  bes^ 

And  tliey  tum*d  the  old  castle  quite  upside  down. 

They  would  walk  in  the  park,  that  8pruc«  young  Cler^ 
With  that  frolicksome  Lady  so  frank  and  free^ 

IVying  balls  and  plays,  and  all  manner  of  wayB^ 
T9  gel  rid  of  what  French  people  call  JBtv^m, 
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Now  the  festive  boanl  with  viands  is  stored, 

Savourj  ili.'*lies  bv  tlu're,  1  ween, 
Rich  piuldings  and  big,  and  a  barbecued  pi^ 

And  oxtaii  soup  in  a  China  tureen. 

'fliere  's  a  flagon  of  ale  as  large  as  a  pail— 

When,  ct-jkle  on  hat,  and  staflfin  hand, 
While  on  nought  they  are  thinking  save  eating  and  drinlLin^ 

Gengulphus  walks  iu  from  the  Holy  Land  I 

••  You  must  >>e  pretty  deep  to  catch  weazels  asleep," 
Says  the  proverb :  that  is  "  aike  the  Fair  unawares;" 

A  maid  o'er  the  bannisters  chancing  to  peep. 

Whispers,  "Ma'am,  here*s  Gengulphus  a-coming  npetairs" 

Pig,  pudding,  and  soup,  the  electrified  groups 
With  tiie  flagon,  pop  under  the  sofa  in  hasten 

Aod  contrive  to  deposit  the  Clerk  in  the  closet^ 
As  the  dish  least  of  all  to  Gengulphus's  taste. 

Then  oh  I  what  rapture,  what  joy  was  exprest^ 
When  "poor  dear  Gengulphus**  at  last  appear'd  I 

She  kiss'd  and  she  press'd  **  the  dear  man  "  to  her  breasti 
In  spite  of  his  greats  long,  frizzly  beard. 

Sach  hugging  and  squeezing  I  'twas  almost  unpleasinij^ 

A  smile  on  her  lip,  and  a  tear  in  her  eye  ;* 
She  was  so  Yery  glad,  that  she  secm*d  half  mad. 

And  did  not  know  whether  to  laugh  or  to  cry. 

Then  she  calls  up  the  moid  and  the  table-cloth's  laid. 
And  she  sends  for  a  pint  of  the  host  Brown  Stout; 

On  the  fire,  too,  she  pops  some  nice  mutt-on  chopi^ 
And  she  mixes  a  stiff"  glass  of  "  Cold  Without" 

Ihen  again  she  beg^o  at  the  "  poor  dear**  man ; 

She  press'd  him  to  drink,  and  she  press  d  him  to  6&l| 
Ajid  she  brought  a  foot-pan,  with  hot  water  and  bran. 

To  comfort  his  "  poor  dear,"  travel-worn  feet 
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"  Nor  night  nor  day  since  he  *d  been  awftj, 
Had  ahe  had  any  rest "  she  "  Tow'd  and  declared.* 

She  *•  never  could  cat  one  morsel  of  meat. 

For  tanking  how  '  poor  dear '  Gengulphus  fared." 

She  "really  did  think  she  had  not  slept  a  wink 

Since  he  left  her,  although  he  *d  been  absent  so  long," 

He  here  shook  his  head, — right  little  he  said, 

But  he  thought  she  was  "  coming  it  rather  too  strong." 

Now  his  palate  she  tickles  with  the  chops  and  the  pickle^ 

Till,  so  great  the  effect  of  that  stiff  gin  grog, 
His  weakened  body,  subdued  by  the  toddy, 

Falls  out  of  the  chair,  and  he  lies  like  a  log. 

Then  out  comes  the  Clerk  from  his  secret  lair; 

He  lifts  up  the  legs,  and  she  lifta  up  the  head. 
And,  between  them,  this  most  reprehensible  pair 

Undress  poor  Gengulphus,  and  put  him  to  bed. 

Then  tJie  bolster  they  place  athwart  his  face. 
And  his  night-cap  into  his  mouth  they  cram ; 

And  she  pinches  his  nose  underneath  the  clothe^ 
Till   the  "  poor  dear  soul "  goes  off  like  a  lamb. 

And  now  they  tried  the  deed  to  hide ; 

For  a  little  bird  whisper'd,  "Perchance  you  may  swing, 
Here 's  n  corpse  in  the  case  with  a  sad  s weird  face. 

And  a  Medical  Crowner 's  a  queer  sort  of  thing  I " 

So  the  Clerk  and  the  wife,  they  each  took  a  knife. 
And  the  nippers  that  nippM  the  loaf-sugar  for  tea; 

With  the  Cflges  and  points  they  sever'd  the  joints 
At  the  clavicle,  elbow,  hip,  ankle,  and  knee. 

Thus,  limb  from  limb,  they  dismembered  him 

So  entirely,  that  e'en  when  they  came  to  his  wrists, 

With  those  gre.it  sugar-nipp^Ts  they  nipp'd  off  his  "flipper^" 
As  the  Clerk,  very  flippantly,  term*d  his  fiatSi 
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When  they  'd  cut  off  his  head,  ADtertaining  a  dread 
Lest  folks  should  remember  Oengulphqs's  face, 

They  determined  to  throw  it  where  no  one  could  know  it» 
Down  the  well,— «nd  the  Umbe  in  some  different  plaoe. 

But  first  the  long  beard  from  the  chin  they  shear'd. 

And  managed  to  stuff  that  sanctified  hair. 
With  a  good  deal  of  pushing;  all  into  the  cushion 

That  filled  up  the  seat  of  a  large  arm-chair. 

They  contriy'd  to  pack  up  the  trunk  in  a  sack, 
Which  they  hid  iu  an  osier-bed  outside  the  town. 

The  Clerk  bearing  armB»  legs,  and  all  on  his  back. 
As  that  vile  Mr.  Greenacre  served  Mrs.  Brown. 

But  to  see  now  how  strangely  things  sometimes  turn  oot^ 

And  that  in  a  manner  the  least  expected  I 
Who  could  surmise  a  man  ever  could  rise 

Who  *d  been  thus  carbonado*d,  cut  up,  and  dissected  t 

Ifo  doubt  'twould  Bui*prise  the  pupils  at  Guy's; 

I  am  no  unbeliever — ^no  man  can  say  that  o'  me~^ 
But  St  Thomas  himself  would  scarce  trust  his  own  eyas 

If  he  saw  snch  a  thing  in  his  School  of  Anatomy. 

7ou  may  deal  as  yon  please  with  Hindoos  and  ChineM^ 

Or  a  Mussulman  making  his  heathen  waUutrnf  or 
A  Jew  or  a  Turk,  but  it 's  other  guess  work 

When  a  man  has  to  do  with  a  Pilgrim  or  Palmer. 
******* 
By  chance  the  Prince  Bishop,  a  Royal  Divine^ 

Sends  his  cards  round  the  neighbourhood  ntxi  day,  and 
urges  his 
Wish  to  receive  a  snug  party  to  dine 

Of  the  resident  clergy,  the  gentry,  and  buigesMt 

At  a  quarter  past  five  they  are  all  alive^ 
At  the  palace,  for  coaches  are  fast  rolling  in; 

And  to  every  guest  his  card  had  express'd 
**  Half  past "  aa  the  hour  for  *'  a  greasy  oliia* 
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6ome  tliirtj  are  seated,  and  handsoraelj  treated 

With  the  choicest  Rhine  wines  in  his  Highnese's  stock ; 

When  a  Cotmt  of  the  Empire,  who  felt  himself  heated, 
Requested  some  water  to  mix  with  his  Hock. 

The  Butler,  who  saw  it^  sent  a  maid  out  to  draw  it^ 
But  scarce  had  she  given  the  windlass  a  twirl. 

Ere  Qengulphus*s  head,  from  the  well's  bottom,  said 
Id  mild  accents^  *'  Do  help  us  out^  that's  a  good  girl  I* 

Only  fancy^  her  dread  when  she  saw  a  great  head 
In  her  bucket ; — with  fright  she  was  ready  to  drop  :•— 

Conceive,  if  you  can,  how  she  roar'd  and  she  ran. 
With  the  head  rolling  after  her  bawling  out  "Stopf* 

She  ran  and  she  roared,  till  she  came  to  the  board 
Where  the  Prince  Bishop  sat  with  his  party  aPOttJid» 

When  Gengulphus's  poll,  which  continued  to  roll 
At  her  heelfl^  on  the  table  bounced  up  with  a  boon^ 

N^ever  touching  the  cates,  or  the  dishes  or  plates, 
The  decanters  or  glasses,  the  sweetmeats  or  fruits^ 

The  head  smiles*  and  begs  them  to  bring  him  his  legi^ 
As  a  well  spoken  gentleman  asks  for  his  bootSb 

Kicking  open  the  casement,  to  each  one's  amazement. 
Straight  a  right  leg  steps  in,  all  impediment  scorns, 

And  near  the  head  stopping,  a  left  follows  hopping 
Behind, — ^for  the  left  leg  was  troubled  with  corna 

Next,  before  the  beholders^  two  great  brawny  shoulders^ 
And  arms  on  their  bent  elbows  dance  through  the  throngs 

While  two  hands  assist,  though  nipp'd  oif  at  the  wrist^ 
The  said  shoulders  in  bearing  a  body  along. 

They  march  up  to  the  head,  not  one  syllable  said. 
For  the  thirty  guests  all  stare  in  wonder  and  doub^ 

As  the  limbs  in  their  sight  arrange  and  unite. 
Till  Qengulphns,  though  dead,  looks  as  sound  as  a  troiila 
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I  will  venture  to  say,  from  that  hour  to  this  day. 
Ne'er  did  Biich  an  assembly  behold  such  a  scene ; 

Or  a  table  divide  fifteen  guests  of  a  side 
With  tlie  dead  body  placed  in  the  centre  between. 

Yes,  they  stared — well  they  might  at  so  novel  a  sight: 
No  one  utter'd  a  whisper,  a  sneeze,  or  a  hem, 

But  sat  all  bolt  upright,  and  pale  with  affright ; 
And  they  gazed  at  the  dead  man,  the  dead  man  at  theiiL 

llie  Prince  Bishop's  Jester,  on  punning  intent* 
As  he  view'd  the  whole  thirty,  in  jocular  terms 

Said,  "  They  put  him  in  mind  of  a  Council  of  TVenU 
Engaged  in  reviewing  the  Diet  of  Worms." 

But  what  should  they  do  ? — Oh  I  nobody  kii«w 
What  was  best  to  be  done,  either  stranger  or  resident; 

Tlie  Chancellor's  self  read  his  Puffcndorf  through 
In  vain,  for  his  books  could  not  furnish  a  precedent 

The  Prince  Bishop  mntter'd  a  curse,  and  a  prayer 

Which  his  double  capacity  hit  to  a  nicety ; 
His  Princely,  or  Lay,  half  induced  him  to  sweaty 

His  Episcopal  moiety  said  "BenedieUe  I " 

The  Coroner  sat  on  the  body  tliat  night, 
And  the  jury  agreed, — ^not  a  doubt  ooidd  they  harboiic,— 

**That  tlie  chin  of  the  corpee — ^the  sole  thing  brought  to 
light- 
Had  been  recently  shaved  by  a  very  bad  barber." 

Tliey  sent  out  Von  TaCinsend,  Von  BQmie,  Von  Roe^ 

Von  Maine,  and  Von  Rowantz — ^through  chtlets  and  ohl> 
teaux, 

Town%  villages,  hamlets,  they  told  them  to  go, 
And  they  stuck  uj  placards  on  th3  walls  of  the  Stadth&iHb 
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"MURDER  1 1 


WiiEBKAS,  a  dea<l  Gentleman,  surname  unknown, 
lias  been  recently  found  at  bis  IIighnes8*s  banquet. 
Ratlit-r  sliabbily  drest  in  an  Amice,  or  gown 
In  appearance  resembling  a  second-hand  blanket ; 

"  And  Whereas,  there*s  great  reason  indeed  to  suspect 
'fliat  some  ill-disposed  person,  or  persons,  with  malice 

Aforethought,  have  kill'd,  and  begun  to  dissect 
The  said  Gentleman,  not  very  far  from  the  palace ; 

•This  s  to  give  Notice! — Whoerer  shall  seize^ 
And  such  person,  or  persons^  to  justice  surrender, 

Shall  receive — such  Reward — as  his  Highness  shall  pleafl«^ 
On  conviction  of  him,  the  aforesaid  offender. 

"  And,  in  order  the  matter  more  clearly  to  trace 
To  the  bottom,  his  Highness,  the  Prince  Bishop,  further. 

Of  his  clemency,  offers  free  Pardon  and  Grace 
To  all  such  as  have  not  been  concern'd  in  the  murther. 

Done  this  day,  at  our  palace, — July  twenty-five^— 
By  Command, 

(Signed) 

Johann  Von  RiasseU. 

Deceased  rather  in  years — ^liad  a  squint  when  alive ; 
And  smells  slightly  of  gin — ^lineu  inurk'd  with  a  G.** 

The  Newspapers^  too,  made  no  little  ado. 

Though  a  different  vereion  each  managed  to  dish  up; 

Some  said  "the  IVince  Bishop  had  run  a  man  through," 
Others  said  *'an  assassin  had  kill'd  the  Prince  Bishop.* 

The  "Ghent  Herald"  fell  foul  of  the  "Bruxelles  Gazette," 
The  "  Bruxelles  Gazette,"  with  much  sneering  ironical, 

Scorn'd  to  remain  in  the  "Gh?nt  Herald's"  debt> 
And  t)io   "  Amsterdam  Times "  quizzed  the   *'  Naremberg 
Clironiele." 
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In  one  thing,  indeed,  all  the  journak  agreed. 
Spite  of  "  politics^"  "  bias,"  or  "  party  collision  ;* 

Viz. :  to  "give,"  when  they'd  "  further  aocoanta**  of  the  deeJ, 
**Full  particulars "  soon,  in  "a  later  Edition." 

But  now,  while  on  all  sides  they  rode  and  they  ran, 
Trying  all  sorts  of  means  to  discover  the  caitifiia^ 

Losing  patience,  the  holy  Gengulphus  began 
To  think  it  high  time  to  "  astonish  the  natiyea" 

Firsts  a  Rittmeister's  Frau,  who  was  weak  in  both  eyei^ 
And  supposed  the  most  short-sighted  woman  in  Holland, 

Found  greater  relief,  to  her  joy  and  surprise, 
From  one  glimpse  of  his  *'  squint"  than  from  glasses  by  Del 
londL 

By  the  slightest  approach  to  the  tip  of  his  Nose^ 

Meagrinis,  headache,  and  vapours  were  put  to  the  rout; 

And  one  single  touch  of  his  precious  Great  Toes 
WaB  a  certain  specific  for  chilblains  and  gout 

Rheumaticflk — sciatica, — tic-douloureux  I 
Apply  to  his  shin-bones — ^not  one  of  them  lingers;—- 

All  bilious  complaints  in  an  instant  withdrew. 
If  the  patient  was  tickled  with  one  of  his  fingers 

Much  virtue  was  found  to  reside  in  his  thumbs*, 

When  applied  to  the  chest,  they  cured  scantness  of  breathiog 

Sea-sickness,  and  colic ;  or,  rubb'd  on  the  gums, 

Were  '*  A  blessing  to  Mothers,"  for  infants  in  teething. 

Whoever  saluted  the  nape  of  his  neck, 

Where  the  ii<ark  remained  visible  still  of  the  knife^ 

Notwithstanding  east  winds  perspiration  might  checki 
Was  safe  from  sore-throat  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Tliuft,  while  each  acute,  and  each  chronic  complaint 
Giving  way,  proved  an  influence  dearly  divine, 

riiey  perceived  the  dead  Gentleman  must  be  a  Sain^ 
80  they  lock'd  him  up^  body  and  bones^  in  a  shrine^ 
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Through  country  and  town  his  new  Saintship's  renown 
Ai»  a  first-rate  physician  kept  daily  increasing, 

Till,  AS  Alderman  Curtis  told  Aldcrinan  Brown, 
It  seem'd  as  if  '*  Wonders  had  never  done  eeanng." 

Tlie  Three  Kings  of  Cologne  began,  it  was  known, 

A  sad  falling  off  in  their  offrings  to  find, 
His  feats  were  so  many — still  the  greatest  of  any,— 

In  every  sense  of  the  word  was — behind ; 

For  the  German  Police  were  beginning  to  cease 
From  exertions  which  each  day  more  fruitless  appeared 

When  Gengulphus  himself,  his  fame  still  to  inerease, 
Unraveird  the  whole  by  the  help  of — ^his  beard  1 

If  you  look  back  you'll  see  the  aforesaid  barbe  griM, 
When  divorced  from  the  chin  of  its  murdered  proprietor, 

Had  been  stuff  *d  in  the  seat  of  a  kind  of  settee. 
Or  double  arm'd  chair,  to  keep  the  thing  quieter. 

It  may  seem  rather  strange,  that  it  did  not  arrange 
Itself  in  its  place  when  the  limbs  join*d  together ; 

Prhaps  it  could  not  get  out^  for  the  cushion  was  stont^ 
And  constructed  of  good,  strong,  maroon-colour*  1  leather 

Or,  what  is  more  likely,  Gengulphus  might  choose. 
For  Saints,  e'en  when  dead,  still  retain  their  volitioiv 

It  should  rest  there,  to  aid  some  particular  views^ 
Produced  by  his  very  peculiar  position. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  on  the  very  first  day 

Tliat  the  widow  Gengulphus  sat  down  on  that  settee^ 
Wbnt  occurr'd  almost  frighten'd  her  senses  away. 

Beside  scaring  her  handmaidens,  Gertrude  and  Betty. 

They  were  telling  their  mistress  the  wonderful  deeds 
Of  the  new  Saint,  to  whom  all  the  Town  said  their 

And  especially  how,  as  regards  invalids. 
His  miraculous  cures  far  outrivall'd  Von  Morison'iL 
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"  Tlie  cripples,**  said  thej,  "  fling  their  cnitches  away, 
An<l  people  born  blind  now  can  easily  see  usT* — 

But  »«he,  (we  prosunie,  a  disciple  of  Hume,) 
SI  look  her  liead,  and  said  angrily,  **  Credat  JudcttuT 

**  Those  rascally  liars,  the  Monks  and  the  Friai  8, 
To  bring  grist  to  their  mill  these  devices  have  hit  on.— 

]Ie  work  miracles  !^)oo!i !— I'd  believo  it  of  you 
Just  as  soon,  you  great  Geese,— or  the  Chair  that  I  sit  on  * 

The  Chair, — at  that  word — it  seems  really  absurd. 

But  the  truth  must  be  told, — what  contortions  and  grina 

Distorted  her  face  I — She  sprang  up  from  her  place 
Just  as  though  she'd  been  sitting  on  needles  and  pins! 

For,  as  if  the  Saint's  beard  tlie  rash  challenge  had  heard 
Which  she  uttor'd,  of  what  was  beneath  her  forgetful. 

Each  particular  hair  stood  on  end  in  the  chair, 
Like  a  porcupine's  quills  when  the  animal's  fretful. 

That  stout  maroon  leather,  they  pierced  altogether. 
Like  tenter-hooks  holding  when  clench'd  from  within, 

And  tlie  maids  cried  "Good  gracious  I  how  very  tenacious  I" 
— ^Tliey  as  well  might  endeavour  to  pull  off  her  skin  I— 

She  shriek'd  with  the  pain,  but  all  effort*  were  vain! 

In  vain  did  they  strain  every  sinew  and  muscle,— 
The  cushion  stuck  fast ! — From  that  hour  to  her  last 

She  could  never  get  rid  of  that  comfortless  "  Bustlt  ** 

And  e'en  as  Macbeth,  when  devising  the  death 

Of  his  King,  heard  "the  very  stones  prate  of  hf    where 
abouts ;" 
'60  this  shocking  bad  wife  heard  a  voice  all  her  life 

Crying  "Murder I"   resound  from  tlie  cushion,— 01    ^ere 
abouts. 
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With  regard  to  the  Clerk,  we  ai*e  left  in  the  dark 
Ab  to  what  his  fate  was ;  but  I  cannot  imagine  he 

Got  off  scot-free,  thougli  unnoticed  it  be 
Both  by  Ribadaneira  and  Jacques  de  Voragine : 

For  cut>throat8,  we're  sure,  can  be  never  secure, 
And  '*  History's  Muse.'  still  to  prove  it  her  pen  holds, 

As  you'll  see,  if  you  look  in  a  rather  scarce  book, 

••  God's  Revengt  against  Murder**  by  one  Mr.  Keyuoldai 


Moral. 


Now,  you  grave  married  Pilgrims,  who  wander  away, 
Like  Ulysses  of  old,*  (vide  Homer  and  Noso,) 

Don*t  lengthen  your  stay  to  three  years  and  a  day  ff 
And  when  you  are  coming  home,  just  write  and  say  m>^ 

And  you,  learned  Clerks,  who're  not  given  to  roam. 
Stick  close  to  your  books,  nor  lo>e  sight  of  decorum , 

Don't  visit  a  house  when  tlic  master's  from  home  I 
Shun  drinking, — and  study  the  "  Vila  Sanctorum  ^ 

Above  all,  you  gay  ladies^  who  fancy  neglect 
In  your  spouses,  allow  not  your  patience  to  fail 

But  remember  Oengulphus's  wife  I — and  reflect 
On  the  moral  enforced  by  our  terrible  tale  I 

*  Qui  mores  hominuin  maltorum  Tidit  et  uiIhb. 
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Mr.  Barney  Maouirs  has  laid  claim  to  the  next 
Saint  as  a  countrywoman ;  and  **  Why  wouldn^t  Le  ? " 
when  all  the  world  knows  the  O^Delb  were  a  fine  ould, 
ancient  family,  sated  in  Tipperary 

•*  Ere  the  Lord  Mayor  stole  his  collar  of  gowld, 
And  suwid  U  away  to  a  trader  P  * 

He  IS  manifestly  wrong ;  but,  as  he  very  rationally 
observes,  ^^No  matter  for  that — she^s  a  Saint  any 
wayl" 

*  The  **  Inglorious  Memory  "  of  this  ould  ancient  tmnssction  Is  ttlll,  w 
understand,  kept  up  in  Dub  in  by  an  annual  pruclainatlun  at  one  of  the 
diy  gates.  The  Jewel,  which  has  replaced  the  absimcitfd  ornament,  is  said 
to  have  been  prosetttcd  by  King  WilUum,  and  worn  by  Uuiial  t)\X»jiiiiL 
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Qdxlle  was  A  maid  of  a  dignified  race ; 
Her  father,  Count  Otto,  was  lord  of  Alsace ; 

Such  an  air,  such  a  grac^ 

Such  a  form,  such  a  facev 
All  agreed,  'twere  a  fruitless  endeavour  to  trace 
In  the  Courts  or  within  fifty  miles  of  the  plaee^ 
Many  ladies  in  Strasburg  were  beautiful,  still 
They  were  beat  all  to  sticks  by  the  lovely  Odille 

But  Odille  was  devout^  and,  before  she  was  nine, 
Had  "experienced  a  call  "  she  considered  divine, 
To  put  on  the  veil  at  St  Ermengarde's  shrine. — 
Lords»  Dukes,  and  Electors,  and  Counts  Palatine 
Came  to  seek  her  in  marriage  from  both  sides  the  Rhliiv 

But  vain  their  design. 

They  are  all  left  to  pine. 
Their  oglings  and  smiles  are  all  useless;  in  fine 
Kot  0u«  uf  these  gentlefolks,  try  as  they  will. 
Can  draw  '^  Ask  my  papa  **  from  the  cruel  Odille. 

At  length  one  of  her  suitors,  a  certain  Count  HermaOt 
A  highly  respectable  man  as  a  German, 
Who  smoked  like  a  chimney,  and  drank  like  a  Merman 
Paid  his  court  to  her  father,  conceiving  his  firman 

Would  soon  make  her  bend. 

And  induce  her  to  lend 
An  ear  to  a  love-tale  in  lieu  of  a  sermon. 
He  gain'd  the  old  County  who  said,  "Come,  Mynheer,  filll<- 
Uere's  luok  to  yourself  and  my  daughter  Odille  1  ** 
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The  Lady  Odille  was  quite  nervous  with  fear 
When  a  little  bii*d  whispered  that  toast  in  her  ear; 

She  niurinur'd  "  Oh,  dear  I 

My  Pa|>a  has  got  queer, 
I  am  sadly  afraid,  with  tliat  nasty  strong  beer  I 
He's  80  very  austere,  and  severe,  that  it*s  clear 
If  he  gets  in  his  *  tantrums,'  I  can't  remain  here ; 
But  St  Ermengarde's  convent  is  luckily  near ; 

It  were  folly  to  stay. 

Pour  prendre  congiy 
1  shall  pat  on  my  bonnet,  and  e'en  run  away  I  " 
— She  unlock'd  Uie  back  door  and  descended  the  hill. 
On  whose  crest  stood  tlie  towers  of  the  sire  of  Odille. 

— When  he  found  she'd  levanted,  tlie  Count  of  Alsace 
At  first  turned  remarkably  red  in  the  face ; 
He  anathematized,  with  much  unction  and  grace. 
Every  soul  who  came  near,  and  consign'd  the  whole  roM 
Of  runaway  girls  to  a  very  warm  place ; 

With  a  frightful  grimace 

He  gave  orders  for  chase ; 
His  vassals  set  off  at  a  deuce  of  a  pace, 
And  of  all  whom  they  met,  high  or  low.  Jack  or  Jill, 
Ask'd,  "Pray  have  you  seen  anything  of  Odillef* 

Now  I  think  Fve  been  told, — ^for  I'm  no  sporting  man,-* 
That  the  '*  knowing-ones  "  call  this  by  far  tlie  best  plao^ 
"Take  the  lead  and  then  keep  it! " — that  is  if  you  can.— 
Odille  thought  so,  too,  as  she  set  off  and  ran, 

Put  her  best  leg  before, 

Starting  at  score. 
As  I  said  some  lines  since,  from  that  little  back  door. 
And  not  being  miss'd  until  half  after  four. 
Had  what  hunters  call  "  law  "  for  a  good  hour  and  more; 

Doing  her  best, 

Without  8top]nng  to  rcftt, 
like  "yonng  Lochiuvar  who  came  out  of  tlie  West* 
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"TU  done! — 1  am  gonc!^-over  briar,  brook,  and  rill  I 

Tliey  11  be  sharp  lads  who  catch  me  1"  said  young  Miss  Odihc 

But  you  *vo  all  re.id  in  uEsop,  or  Phajdrua,  or  Gay, 
How  a  tortoiBe  and  hare  ran  together  one  day ; 

How  the  hare,  making  play, 
"Progress'd  rijjht  slick  away," 
As  ••  them  tarnation  chap?  "  tlie  Americans  say ; 
AVhilctlie  tortoise,  whose  figure  is  rather  mUre 
For  racing,  crawl'd  straight  on,  without  let  or  stay, 
Haying  no  post-horse  duty  or  turnpikes  to  pay. 

Till,  ere  noon^s  ruddy  ray 

Changed  to  eve's  sober  grey. 
Though  her  form  and  obesity  caused  some  delay, 
Perseverance  and  patience  brought  up  her  lee-way. 
And  she  chased  her  fleet-footed  "  praycursor  "  until 
She  o'ertook  her  at  last ; — so  it  fared  with  Odille  I 

For  although,  as  I  said,  she  ran  gaily  at  first.^ 

And  show'd  no  inclination  to  pause,  if  she  durst ; 

She  at  length  felt  opprest  with  the  heat,  and  with  thirsty 

Its  usual  attendant ;  nor  was  that  the  worst., 

Her  shoes  went  down  at  heel ;  at  last  one  of  them  burst 

Now  a  gentleman  smiles 

At  a  trot  of  ten  miles ; 
But  not  so  the  Fair ;  then  consider  the  stiles, 
And  as  tlien  ladies  seldom  wore  things  with  a  frill 
Round  the  ankle,  these  stiles  sadly  botherVl  Odille. 

Still,  despite  all  the  obstacles  placed  in  her  truck. 

She  kept  steadily  on,  though  the  terrible  eraek 

In  her  shoe  made  of  course  her  progression  more  slack. 

Till  she  reach'd  the  Swartz  Forest  (in  Englisth  the  Black). 

I  cannot  divine 

How  the  boundary  line 
Was  paf8*d  which  is  somewhere  there  form'd  by  the  Rliin«-> 

Perhaps  sheM  the  knack 

To  flout  o'er  on  her  back — 
riRST   SERIK8.  H 
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Or,  perhaps,  cross'd  the  old  bridge  of  boats  at  Bri«ach, 

(Which  Vauban,  some  years  after,  secured  from  attack 

By  a  oastion  of  stone  which  the  Germans  call  **  Wacke,'*) 

All  I  know  is,  she  took  not  so  much  as  a  snack, 

Till,  hungry  and  worn,  feeling  wretchedly  ill, 

On  a  mountain's  brow  sank  down  the  weary  (MiIIa^ 

I  said  on  its  "  brow,"  but  I  should  have  said  "  crown," 

For  'twas  quite  on  the  summit,  bleak,  barren,  and  broivD, 

And  so  high  that  'twtis  frightful  indeed  to  look  down 

UiK)n  Friburg,  a  place  of  some  little  renown, 

That  lay  at  its  foot ;  but  imagine  the  frown 

That  contracted  her  brow,  when  full  many  a  clown 

She  perceived  coming  up  from  that  horrid  post-town. 

Thoy  had  follow'd  her  trail. 

And  now  thought  without  tail. 
As  little  boys  say,  to  "  lay  salt  on  her  tail ;" 
While  the  C!ount,  who  knew  no  other  law  but  his  will, 
Swore  that  Herman  that  evening  ttlumld  marry  Odille. 

Alasy  for  Odille  1  poor  dear  I  what  oould  she  do  f 
Her  father's  retainers  now  had  her  m  view, 
As  she  found  from  their  raising  a  joyous  halloo ; 
While  the  Count,  riding  on  at  the  head  of  his  crow. 
In  their  snuff-colour'd  doublets  and  brcechfs  of  blua 
Was  huzzaing  and  urging  them  on  to  jiursue — 

What,  indeed,  roM  she  do  f 

She  very  well  knew 
If  they  caught  her  how  much  she  wotild  have  to  go  through 
But  then — she'd  so  shoekins  a  hole  in  her  shoe  I 
And  to  go  further  on  was  impossible  ; — true 
She  might  jump  o'er  the  precipice ; — still  there  are  few. 
In  her  place,  who  could  manage  their  cotir^e  to  screw 
Up  to  bidding  the  world  such  a  sudden  adieu: — 
Alack  I  how  she  envied  the  birds  ns  they  flew ; 
No  Nassau  balloon,  with  its  wicker  canoe, 
Came  to  bear  her  from  him  slie  loathM  worse  than  a  Jew; 
60  she  fell  on  her  knees  in  a  t<*rrible  stew, 
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Crying  "  Holy  St  Ermengarde  I 

Oh,  from  these  vermin  guard 
Her  whose  last  hope  resto  entirely  on  you ; — 
Don't  let  papa  catch  me,  dear  Saint  I — rather  kiJ 
At  onee,  n,r  le  ehampj  your  devoted  Odille  1'* 

It*8  delightful  to  see  those  who  strive  to  oppress 

Get  baulk'd  when  they  think  themselves  sure  of  successL 

Tlie  Saint  came  to  the  rescue  I — I  fairly  confess 

I  don't  Mv,  as  a  Saint,  how  she  well  could  do  less 

Than  to  get  such  a  votary  out  of  her  mess. 

Odille  had  scarce  closed  her  pathetic  address 

When  the  rock,  gaping  wide  as  the  Thames  at  Sheernese^ 

Closed  again,  and  secured  her,  within  its  recess, 

In  a  natural  grotto, 

Which  puzzled  Count  Otto^ 
Who  could  not  conceive  where  the  deuce  she  had  got  to. 
Twas  her  voice  I — ^but  'twas  Vox  et  pratcrea  Nil  t 
Nor  could  any  one  guess  what  was  gone  with  Odille  I 

Then  burst  from  the  mountain  a  splendour  that  quite 

Eclipsed  in  its  brilliance,  the  finest  Bude  light, 

And  there  stood  St  Ermengarde,  drest  all  in  white, 

A  palm-branch  in  her  left  hand,  her  beads  in  her  right; 

While,  witn  faces  fresh  gilt,  and  with  wings  burnish'd  L right, 

A  great  many  little  boys'  heads  took  their  flight 

Above  and  around  to  a  very  great  height, 

And  seem'd  pretty  lively  considering  their  plight., 

Since  every  one  saw. 

With  amazement  and  awe, 
They  could  never  sit  down,  for  they  hadn't  ds  quai — 

All  at  the  sights 

From  the  knave  to  the  knight 
Pelt  a  very  unpleasant  sensation,  call'd  fright; 

While  the  Saint  looking  down. 

With  a  terrible  frown. 
Said,  "  My  Lords,  you  are  done  most  remarkably  brown  f — 
(  am  really  ashnm'd  of  yuu  both  ; — ^my  nerves  thrill 
^t  vour  sttandulous  conduct  tu  poor  dear  Odille ; 
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•*  Come,  make  yourselves  scarce  I — ^it  is  useless  to  stay. 

You  will  gain  nothing  here  by  a  longer  delay. 

'Quick  I  Presto  I  Begone  I'  as  the  conjurors  say ; 

For  ss  to  the  Lady,  IVe  stowed  her  away 

In  this  hill,  in  a  stratum  of  London  blue  clay ; 

And  I  shan'ty  I  assure  you,  restore  her  to-day 

Till  you  faithfully  promise  no  more  to  say  *  Nay,* 

But  declare,  *  If  she  will  be  a  nun,  why  she  may.* 

For  this  you've  my  word,  and  I  never  yet  broVe  it^ 

So  pat  that  in  your  pipe,  my  Lord  Otto,  ana  smoke  itt<— » 

One  bint  to  your  vassals, — a  month  at  '  the  Mill  * 

Shall  be  nuts  to  what  they'll  get  who  worry  Odille  I  * 

The  Saint  disapj>ear'd  as  she  ended,  and  so 

Did  the  little  boys'  heads,  which,  above  and  below, 

As  I  told  you  a  very  few  stanzas  ago, 

Had  been  flying  about  her,  and  jumping  Jim  Crow ; 

Though,  without  any  body,  or  leg,  foot^  or  toe, 

How  they  managed  such  antics,  I  really  don't  know : 

Be  that  as  it  may,  they  all  "  melted  like  snow 

Off  a  dyke,**  as  the  Scotch  say  in  sweet  Edinbro*. 

And  there  stood  the  Count 

With  his  men,  on  the  mounts 
Just  lik©  "  twenty-four  jackasses  all  on  a  row.** 
What  was  best  to  be  done  f — 'twas  a  sad  bitter  pill- 
But  gulp  it  he  must^  or  else  lose  his  Odille. 

The  lord  of  Alsace  therefore  alter*d  his  plan. 

And  said  to  himself,  like  a  sensible  man, 

"  I  oan*t  do  as  I  would, — I  must  do  as  I  can  ; 

It  will  not  do  to  lie  under  any  Saint's  ban, 

For  your  hide,  when  you  do,  they  all  manage  to  tan; 

So  Count  Herman  must  pick  up  some  Bet«y  or  Nan, 

Instead  of  my  girl, — some  Sue,  Polly,  or  Fan  : — 

If  he  can*t  get  the  corn  he  must  do  with  the  bran. 

And  make  shift  with  the  pot  if  he  can't  have  the  pao." 

With  such  proverbs  as  these 

He  went  down  on  his  knees, 
And  said,  "  Blessed  St  Krnieugnrde,  just  as  you  pleaM 
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liiej  shall  build  a  new  convent, — FIl  pay  the  whole  bOl, 
(Taking  diBcount^)— its  Abbess  shall  be  my  Odille  I" 

There  are  some  of  my  readers,  Fll  venture  to  say, 

Who  have  never  seen  Friburg,  tliough  some  of  tiiem  may, 

And  others^  *tis  likely  may  go  there  some  day. 

Now,  if  ever  you  happen  to  travel  that  way, 

I  do  beg  and  pray, — ^'twill  your  pains  well  repay, — 

That  youll  take  what  the  Cockney  folks  call  a  *  po-shay, 

(Though  in  Germany  these  things  are  more  like  a  dray,) 

You  may  reach  this  same  hOl  with  a  single  relay,-^ 

And  do  look  how  the  rock, 

Through  the  whole  of  it«  block. 
Is  split  open,  as  though  by  some  violent  shock 
From  an  earthquake,  or  lightning,  or  horrid  hard  knock 
From  the  dub-bearing  fist  of  some  jolly  old  cock 
Of  a  Germanized  giant,  Thor,  Woden,  or  Lok : 

And  see  how  it  rears 

Its  two  monstrous  great  ears^ 
For  when  once  you're  between  them  such  each  side  appears 
And  list  to  the  sound  of  the  water  one  hears 
Drip,  drip,  from  the  fissures,  like  rain-drops  or  tears, 
— Oiillc's,  I  believe, — which  have  flowed  all  these  yean; 
—I  think  they  account  for  tliem  so ; — ^but  the  riU 
i  am  sure  is  connected  some  way  with  Odille. 


Moral. 
Now  then,  for  a  moral,  which  always  arrives 
At  the  end,  like  the  honey  bees  take  to  their  hives, 
And  the  more  one  observes  it  the  better  one  thrives.— 
We  have  all  heard  it  said  in  the  course  of  our  lives 
"  Needs  must  when  a  certain  old  gentleman  drives,* 
Tis  the  same  with  a  lady, — if  once  she  contrives 
To  get  hold  of  the  ribandts  how  vainly  one  strives 
To  escape  from  her  lasli,  or  to  shake  off  her  gyves  I 
Then  let's  act  like  Count  Otto,  and  while  one  survive*. 
Suoeomb  to  mvr  She-Saints — videlicet  wives  I 
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(Ande.) 
That  U  if  one  has  not  a  "  good  bunch  of  fiveaL"— 
fl  can't  think  how  that  last  line  escaped  from  mj  qufl], 
For  I  am  sure  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  Odille.) 

Now  young  ladies,  to  you  I— 

Don't  put  on  the  shrew  t 
And  don't  be  surprised  if  your  father  looks  blue 
When  you're  pert,  and  won't  act  as  he  wants  you  to  do ! 
Be  sure  that  you  never  elope  ; — there  are  few, — 
Believe  me,  you'll  find  what  I  say  to  be  true, — 
Who  run  restive,  but  find  as  they  bake  they  must  brew, 
And  come  off  at  the  lost  with  "  a  hole  in  their  shoe ;" 
8ince  not  even  Clapham,  that  sanctified  ville. 
Can  produce  enough  saints  to  save  every  Odille. 


*'  N])tolB5,  tsti^sn  of  2«  xstje*  of  fantrais,  brns  ionu  of 

Slitir  f)]|5  labtr  teas  namtb  £piptanu5,  an))  %is  mobtr  3oiani." 
He  was  born  on  a  cold  frosty  morning,  on  the  6tli 
of  December,  (upon  which  day  his  feast  is  still  observed,) 
but  in  what  anno  Domini  is  not  so  clear;  his  baptis- 
mal register,  together  with  that  of  his  friend  and  col- 
league, St  Thomas  at  Hill,  having  been  "  lost  in  the 
great  fire  of  London." 

St  Nicholas  was  a  great  patron  of  Mariners,  and, 
saving  your  presence — of  Thieves  also,  which  honor- 
able fraternity  have  long  rejoiced  in  the  appellation  of 
his  "  Clerks."  Cervantes's  story  of  Sancho's  detecting 
a  sum  of  money  in  a  swindler's  walking-stick,  is  merely 
the  Spanish  version  of  a  "  Lay  of  St.  Nicholas,"  extant 
"in  choice  Italian"  a  century  before  honest  Miguel 
was  bom. 
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**  SalUm  lacerdoU  apparait  oiabolus  in  apecie  puella!  pulchritadiots  mirtt 
at  ecco  Dirua,  fldo  cathollcn,  et  crucc,  el  aiiu&  benettictA  annatua  veoll,  ef 
aspereit  aquam  in  nomine  Sancta)  ct  Individua)  Trinitatla,  quam,  qnatt 
anlentein«  diaboltta,  nequaquam  sustinure  valeno,  mugltibua  faglt," 

Ro«BB  HoVBOtIb 

"Lord  Abbot  I  LordAbl>ot!  Fd  fain  confen ; 

I  am  a-weary,  and  worn  with  woe ; 
Many  a  grief  doth  my  heart  oppress, 

And  haunt  me  whithersoever  I  go  I " 

On  bended  knee  spake  the  beantifi  1  Maid ; 

"  Now  lithe  and  listen,  Lord  Abbot  to  me  I  **— 
"Now  naye,  Fair  Daughter,"  the  Lord  Abbot  said, 

"Now  naye,  in  sooth  it  may  hard\v  be; 

"There  is  Mess  Michael,  and  holy  Moss  John, 

Sage  Penitauncers  I  ween  be  they  1 
And  hard  by  doth  dwell,  in  St  Catherine's  cell, 

Ambrose,  the  anchorite  old  and  grey  I " 

" — Oh,  I  will  have  none  of  Ambrose  or  John, 

Though  sage  Penitauncers  I  trow  they  be ; 
Shrive  me  may  none  save  the  Abbot  alone, 

Now  listen.  Lord  Abbots  I  speak  to  thee. 

"  Nor  think  foul  scorn,  though  mitre  adorn 

Thy  brow,  to  listen  to  shrift  of  mine  t 
I  am  a  Maiden  royally  bom. 

And  I  oome  of  old  Plantagenet*B  Una 
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"Though  liither  I  stray,  in  lowly  array, 

I  am  a  damsel  of  high  degree ; 
And  the  Compte  of  £u,  and  Uie  Lord  of  Ponthieu, 

They  serve  my  father  on  bended  kneot 

•*  Counts  a  many,  and  Dukes  a  few, 

A  Buitoring  came  to  my  fatlier'a  Hall ; 
Dnt  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  with  liis  large  domain, 

He  pleased  my  father  beyond  them  alL 

"  Dukes  a  many,  and  Counts  a  few, 
I  would  have  wedded  right  cheerfullie ; 

But  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  was  uncommonly  plain, 
And  I  vow'd  tliat  he  ne*er  should  -ny  bridegroom  be  I 

"  So  hither  I  fly,  in  lowly  guise, 

From  their  gilded  domes  and  their  princely  Anus , 
Fuin  would  1  dwell  in  some  holy  cell. 

Or  witliin  some  Convent's  peaceful  walls  1 " 

— Tlion  out  and  spnke  tliat  proud  Lord  Abbots 
"  Now  rest  thee.  Fair  Daughter,  withouten  fear ; 

Nor  Count  nor  Duke  but  shall  meet  the  rebuke 
Of  Holy  Church  an  he  seek  thee  here: 

"Holy  Church  denieth  all  search 

'Aritlst  her  sanctified  ewes  and  her  saintly  rams; 
And  the  wolves  doth  mock  who  would  scathe  her  floek^ 

Or,  especiolly,  worry  her  little  pet  lambs. 

"  Then  lay,  Fair  Daughter,  thy  fears  aside. 
For  here  tliis  day  shaltthou  dine  with  me  I " — 

"Now  naye,  now  naye,**  the  fair  maiden  cried  ; 
"  In  sooth,  Loixl  Abbot,  that  scarce  may  be  I 

*  Friends  would  whispor,  and  foos  would  frown, 
Sith  thou  art  a  Cliurchman  of  lugh  doirree, 

And  ill  mote  it  match  with  thy  fair  renown 
That  a  wanderim^  dainsel  dine  with  thoel 
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There  is  Simon  the  Deaeon  hath  pulse  in  storey 
With  beans  and  lettuces  fair  to  see ; 
Hi0  lenten  fare  now  let  rae  shore, 
I  pray  thee,  Lord  Abbots  in  charitie ! " 

— "  Though  Simon  the  Deacon  hath  pulse  in  stor«^ 

To  our  patron  Saint  foul  shame  it  were 
(Should  wayworn  guest»  with  toil  oppressed. 

Meet  in  his  abbey  such  churlish  fare. 

'  There  is  Peter  the  Prior,  and  Francis  the  Fnar, 

And  Roger  the  Monk  shall  our  conyiyes  be ; 
Small  scandal  I  ween  shall  then  be  seen ; 

Thej  are  a  goodly  companie  I  " 

The  Abbot  hath  donn'd  his  mitre  and  ring; 

His  rich  dalmatic,  and  maniple  fine ; 
And  the  choristers  sing,  as  the  lay-brothers  bring 

To  the  board  a  magnificent  turkey  and  chine. 

The  turkey  and  chine,  they  are  done  to  a  nicety 

Liyer,  and  gizzard,  and  *  M  are  there ; 
Ne'er  mote  Lord  Abbot  pronounce  BenedidU 

Oyer  more  luscious  or  delicate  fare. 

But  no  pious  staye  he,  no  Pater  or  Ave 
Pronounced,  as  he  gazed  on  that  maiden's  face  * 

She  ask'd  him  for  stuffing,  she  ask'd  him  for  gray* 
She  ask'd  him  for  gizzard  ;-=-but  not  for  Grace  1 

Yet  gaily  the  Lord  Abbot  smiled,  and  press'd. 
And  the  blood-red  wine  in  the  wine-cup  fill*d ; 

And  he  help*d  his  guest  to  a  bit  of  the  breast, 
And  he  sent  the  drumsticks  down  to  be  grill'd. 

There  was  no  lack  of  old  Sherris  sack. 

Of  Hippocras  fine,  or  of  Malmsey  bright; 
And  aye,  as  he  drained  off  his  cup  with  a  smael^ 

He  grew  less  pious  and  more  polite. 

1* 
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She  pledged  him  once,  and  she  pledged  him  twi<»e^ 

And  she  drank  as  Lady  ought  not  to  drink ; 
And  he  press'd  her  hand  'neath  the  table  ihrioe^ 

And  he  wink'd  as  Abbot  ought  not  to  wink. 

And  Peter  the  Prior,  and  Francis  the  Friar, 

Sat  each  with  a  napkin  under  his  chin ; 
But  Roger  the  Monk  got  excessively  drunk. 

So  thejr  put  him  to  bed  and  thoy  tuck'd  him  in  t 

The  lay-brothers  gazed  on  each  other,  amazed ; 

And  Simon  the  Deacon,  with  grief  and  surprise, 
As  he  peep'd  through  the  key-hole,  could  scarce  fancy  real 

The  scene  he  beheld,  or  believe  his  own  eyes. 

In  his  ear  was  ringing  the  Lord  Abbot  singing, — 
He  could  not  distinguish  the  words  very  plain. 

But  'twas  aU  about  "Cole^"  and  "jolly  old  Soul," 

And  "Fiddlers^"  and  "Punch,"  and  things  quite  as  profana 

Even  Porter  Paul,  at  the  sound  of  --uch  revelling, 

With  fervour  himself  began  to  blesd ; 
For  he  thought  he  must  somehow  have  let  the  Devil  in, — 

And  perhaps  was  not  very  much  out  in  his  guesa 

The  Accusing  Buyers*  "flew up  to  Heaven's  Chanceiy,* 
Blushing  like  scarlet  with  shame  and  concern ; 

The  Archangel  took  down  his  tale,  and  in  answer  he 
Wept— (See  the  works  of  the  late  Mr.  Sterne). 

Indeed,  it  is  said,  a  less  taking  both  were  in 

When,  after  a  lapse  of  a  great  many  years, 
They  book'd  Uncle  Toby  five  shillings  for  swearing; 

And  blotted  the  fine  out  again  with  their  tears  I 

•  The  Prince  of  Peripatotic  Informers,  and  terror  of  Stage  CXwchroen, 
when  anch  things  were.  Alackl  alack!  the  RiUlroada  have  mined  his 
*T«ated  interest.'* 
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But  St  Nicholas'  agony  who  may  paint  I 

His  senses  at  first  were  well-nigh  gone ; 
The  beatified  Saint  was  ready  to  faint 

When  he  saw  in  his  Abbey  such  sad  goings  on  1 

For  never,  I  ween,  had  such  doings  been  seen 
There  before,  from  the  time  that  most  excellent  Prino* 

Earl  Baldwin  of  Flanders^  and  other  Commanders^ 
Had  built  and  endowed  it  some  centuries  since. 

— ^But  hark ! — ^tis  a  sound  from  the  outermost  gate  I 

A  startling  sound  from  a  powerful  blow.— 
Who  knocks  so  late  f — ^it  is  half  after  eight 

By  the  dock, — and  the  clock's  five  minutes  too  alow. 

Never,  perhaps,  had  such  loud  double  raps 

Been  heard  in  St  Nicholas'  Abbey  before ; 
All  agreed  "it  was  shocking  to  keep  people  knocking;" 

But  none  seem'd  inclined  to  *'  answer  the  door." 

Now  a  louder  bang  through  the  cloisters  ran^ 

And  the  gate  on  its  hinges  wide  open  flew ; 
And  all  were  aware  of  a  Palmer  there. 

With  his  cockle,  hat,  stafi^  and  his  sandal  shoe 

Many  a  furrow,  and  many  a  firown 

By  toil  and  time  on  his  brow  were  traced ; 
And  his  long  loose  gown  was  of  ginger  brown. 

And  his  rosary  dangled  below  his  waist 

Now  seldom,  I  ween,  is  such  costume  seen. 

Except  at  a  stage-play  or  masquerade ; 
But  who  doth  not  know  it  was  rather  the  go 

With  Pilgrims  and  Saints  in  the  second  Grande  f 

With  noiseless  stride  did  that  Palmer  glide 

Across  that  oaken  floor ; 
And  he  ratide  them  all  jump,  he  gave  saoh  a  thump 

Against  the  Refectory  door  1 
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Wide  open  it  flew,  and  plain  to  the  view 

The  Lord  Abljot  they  all  mote  see ; 
In  his  hand  was  a  cnp,  and  he  lifted  it  u\\ 

"Here's  the  Pope's  good  health  with  three  I  * 

Rang  in  their  ears  three  deafening  cheers^ 

**  Huzza  I  huzza!  huzza!'' 
And  on'  of  the  party  said,  "Go  it^  my  hearty  I" 

Waen  outspake  the  Pilgrim  gjrey — 

'*  A.  boon,  Lord  Abbot  I  a  booi  1  a  boonl 
Worn  is  my  foot  and  empty  ray  scrip ; 

And  noUiing  to  speak  of  since  yesterday  nooD 
Of  food.  Lord  Abbots  hath  passed  my  li|«. 

'•And  I  am  come  from  a  far  countrcc, 
And  have  visited  many  a  holy  shrine ; 

And  long  have  I  trod  the  sacred  sod 
Where  the  Saints  do  rest  in  Palestine ! " 

"  An  thou  art  come  from  a  far  countree^ 
And  if  Uiou  in  Paynim  lands  hast  been. 

Now  rede  me  aright  Uie  most  wonderful  sight* 
Thou  Palmer  grey,  that  thine  eyes  have  seen. 

'  Arede  me  aright  Oie  most  wonderful  sight* 
Grey  Palmer,  that  ever  thine  eyes  did  see, 

And  a  manchclte  of  bread,  and  a  good  warm  beilp 
And  a  cup  o'  the  best  shall  thy  guerdon  be!  * 

Oh !  I  have  been  cast,  and  I  have  been  west* 
Ani  I  have  seen  many  a  wondei-ful  sight ; 
But  n  )ver  to  me  did  it  happen  to  ^ee 

A  wonder  like  that  which  I  see  this  night  I 

**To  see  a  Lord  Abbot,  in  rochet  and  stole, 
With  Prior  and  Friar, — a  strange  mar-vellel— 

O'er  tt  jolly  full  bowl,  sitting  cheek  by  jowl, 
And  hob-nobbing  away  with  a  Devil  from  Hell  1 " 
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He  felt  in  his  gown  of  ginger  brown, 

Ajnd  he  pulVd  out  a  flask  firom  beneath ; 
It  was  rather  tough  work  to  get  out  the  cork. 

But  he  drew  it  at  ktst  with  his  teeth. 

O'er  a  pint  and  a  quarter  of  holy  water 

He  made  the  sacred  sign ; 
And  he  dash'd  the  whole  on  tlie  ioi-ditant  daughter 

Of  old  Plantagenet's  line  I 

Oh  I  then  did  she  reek»  and  squeak,  and  sliriek, 

With  a  wild  unearthly  scream ; 
And  fizzl'd,  and  hiss'd,  and  produced  such  a  mist 

They  were  all  half-choked  by  the  steam. 

Her  dove-like  eyes  turn*d  to  conls  of  firo, 

Her  beautiful  nose  to  a  horrible  snout 
Her  hands  to  paws,  with  nasty  great  claws^ 

And  her  bosom  went  in,  and  her  tail  came  out 

Ou  her  chin  there  appear'd  a  long  Nan!iy-goat*s  beaiv]^ 
And  her  tusks  and  lier  teeth  no  man  mote  tell ; 

And  her  horns  and  her  hoofs  gaye  infallible  proofr 
Twas  a  frightful  Fiend  from  the  nethermost  Hell  I 

The  Palmer  threw  down  his  ginger  gown. 

His  hat  and  his  cookie ;  and,  plain  to  sight 
Stood  St  Nicholas'  self,  and  his  shavec  crown 

Had  a  glow-worm  halo  of  heavenly  light 

The  Fiend  made  n  grasp,  the  Abbot  to  cla^ ; 

But  St  Nicholas  lifted  his  holy  toe, 
And,  just  in  the  nick,  let  fly -such  a  kick 

On  his  elderly  Namesake,  he  made  him  let  ga 

And  out  of  the  window  he  flew  like  a  shot 

For  the  foot  flew  up  with  a  terrible  thwaek^ 
^id  caught  the  foul  demon  about  t)ie  spot 

Where  his  tail  joins  on  to  the  small  of  his  back. 
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And  he  bounded  away,  like  a  foot-ball  at  play, 

Till  into  the  bottomless  pit  he  fell  slap, 
Knocking  Mammon  the  meagre  o'er  pursy  Belphegor, 

And  Lucifer  into  Beelzebub's  lap. 

Oh  I  happy  the  slip  from  his  Succubine  grip, 

That  saved  the  Lord  Abbot, — though,  breathless  with  frighti 
In  escaping  he  tumbled,  and  fractured  his  hip. 

And  his  left  leg  was  shorter  thenceforth  than  his  right  I 


On  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  as  he's  stopping  to  dine. 
From  a  certain  Inn-window  tlie  traveller  is  shown 

Most  picturesque  ruins,  the  scene  of  these  doings^ 
Some  miles  up  the  river,  south-east  of  Cologne. 

And,  while  **  tour-krauC*  she  sells  you,  the  Landlady  tells  you 
Tliat  there,  in  those  walls,  now  all  roofless  and  bare^ 

One  Simon,  a  Deacon,  from  a  lean  grew  a  sleek  one, 
On  filling  a  ei-devant  Abbot's  state  chair. 

How  a  ei-devant  Abbot,  all  clothed  in  drab,  but 
Of  texture  the  coarsest,  hair  shirty  and  no  shoes, 

(His  mitre  and  ring,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing 
Laid  aside,)  in  yon  Cave  lived  a  pious  recluse ; 

How  he  rose  with  the  sun,  limping  "  dot  and  go  one," 
To  yon  rill  of  the  mountain,  in  all  sorts  of  weather, 

Where  a  Pnor  and  a  Friar,  who  lived  somewhat  higher 
Up  the  rock,  used  to  come  and  eat  cresses  together; 

How  a  thirsty  old  codger,  the  neighbours  called  Roger, 
With  them  drank  cold  water  in  lieu  of  old  wine ! 

What  its  quality  wanted  he  made  up  in  quantity, 
Swigging'  as  though  he  would  empty  tlic  Rhine  i 
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And  how,  as  their  bodily  strength  fail'd,  the  mental  man 

(rain'd  tenfold  yigour  and  force  in  all  four ; 
And  how,  to  the  day  of  their  death,  the  **  Old  Gentleman* 

Neyer  attempted  to  kidnap  them  more. 

And  how,  when  at  length,  in  the  odour  of  sanctity, 
All  of  them  died  without  grief  or  complaint ; 

The  Monks  of  St.  Nicholas  said  'twas  ridiculous 
Not  to  suppose  every  one  was  a  Saint 

And  how,  in  the  Abbey,  no  one  was  so  shabby 

As  not  to  say  yearly  four  masses  a  head. 
On  the  eye  of  that  supper,  and  kick  on  the  crupper 

Which  Satan  received,  for  the  souls  of  the  dead  I 

How  folks  long  held  in  reverence  their  reliques  and  meraorie\ 
How  the  ci-devarU  Abbot's  obtain'd  greater  still, 

When  some  cripples,  on  touching  his  fractured  oa/emoria, 
Threw  down  their  crutches,  and  danced  a  quadrille  I 

And  how  Abbot  Simon,  (who  tum'd-out  a  prime  one,) 
These  words,  which  grew  into  a  proverb  full  soon. 

O'er  the  late  Abbot's  grot  to,  stuck  up  as  a  motto, 
'*  fSRin  5uppt5  hiitf)  tit  ^thilU  sioVtt  (abt  a  lonjs  spootu  I  i" 
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Hohesia,  daughter  of  Ambrose,  and  sister  lo  Sii 
Everard  Ingoldsby.  was  bom  about  the  beginning  of 
the  16th  century,  and  was  married  in  1526,  at  Si. 
Giles's  Cripplegate  in  the  City  of  London.  The  follow- 
ing narrative  contains  all  else  that  is  known  of 
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Tbb  Lady  Rohesia  lay  on  her  death-bed  1 

So  said  the  doctor, — and  doctors  are  generally 
allowed  to  be  judges  in  these  matters ; — besides,  Doctor 
butts  was  the  Court  Physician :  he  carried  a  crutch- 
handled  staff,  with  its  cross  of  the  blackest  ebony, — 
raison  de  plus  ! 

"  Is  there  no  hope.  Doctor  ?"  said  Beatrice  Grey. 

"  Is  there  no  hope  ?"  said  Everaid  Ingoldsby. 

**  Is  there  no  hope  ?"  said  Sir  Guy  de  Montgomeri. 
— He  was  the  Lady  Rohesia's  husband  ; — he  spoke  the 
last 

The  doctor  shook  his  head  :  he  looked  at  the  discon- 
solate widower  in  po83e,  then  at  tlie  hour-glass ; — its 
waning  sand  seemed  sadly  to  shadow  forth  tlie  sinking 
pulse  of  his  patient  Dr.  Butts  was  a  very  learned  man. 
"  Ars  longa^  vita  brevis  /"  said  Doctor  Butts. 

"I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  it''  quoth  Sir  Guy  de 
Montgomeri. 

Sir  Guy  was  a  brave  knight,  and  a  tall ;  but  he  was  no 
vcbolar. 

"Alas  1  my  poor  Sister!"  sighed  Ingoldsby. 

"  Alas !  my  poor  Mistress  !''  sobbed  Beatrice* 

Sir  Guy  neither  sighed  nor  sobbed  ;  his  i^ef  wa«  too 
deep-seated  for  outward  manifestation. 
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"  And  how  long,  Dootoi  —I"  The  afflicted  husband 
could  not  finish  the  sentence. 

Doctor  Butts  withdrew  his  hand  from  the  wrist  of  the 
dying  lady ;  he  pointed  to  the  horologe ;  scarcely  a 
quarter  of  its  sand  remained  in  the  upper  moiety. 
Again  he  shook  his  head  ;  the  eye  of  the  patient  waxed 
dimmer,  the  rattling  in  the  throat  increased. 

"  What's  become  of  Father  Francis  ?"  whimpered 
Beatrice. 

"The  last  consolations  of  the  church — ^"  suggested 
Everard. 

A  darker  shade  came  over  the  brow  of  Sir  Guy. 

"  Where  is  the  Confessor  ?"  continued  his  grieving 
brother-m-law. 

*'  In  the  panti-y,"  cried  Marion  Hacket  pertly,  as  she 
tripped  down  stairs  in  search  of  that  venerable  ecclesi- 
astic ; — "  in  the  pantry,  I  warrant  me." — The  bower- 
woman  was  not  wont  to  be  in  the  wrong ; — in  the 
pantry  was  the  holy  man  discovered, — at  his  devotions. 

"  Pax  vobiscumP^  said  Father  Francis,  as  he  entered 
the  chamber  of  death. 

*•  Vita  brevis  /"  retorted  Doctor  Butts : — he  was  not 
a  man  to  be  browbeat  out  of  his  Latin, — and  by  a 
paltry  Friar  Minim,  too,  Had  it  been  a  Bishop,  indeed, 
or  even  a  mitred  Abbot ; — but  a  miserable  Franciscan  I 

"  Benedicite  /"  said  the  friar. 

"  Ars  longa  /"  returned  the  Leech. 

Doctor  Butts  adjusted  the  tassels  of  his  falling  band; 
drew  his  short  sad-coloured  cloak  closer  around  him  ; 
and,  grasping  liis  cross-handled  walking-staff,  stalked 
majestically  out  of  the  apartment.  Father  Francis  had 
the  field  to  himself. 
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The  wortliy  chaplain  hastened  to  administer  the  last 
rites  of  the  church.  To  all  appearance  he  bad  little 
time  to  lose :  as  he  concluded,  the  dismal  toll  of  the 
passing-bell  sounded  from  the  belfry  tower;  little 
Hubert,  the  bandy-legged  sacristan,  was  pulling  with 
all  his  might.  It  was  a  capital  contrivance  that  same 
passing-bell: — which  of  the  Urbans  or  Innocents 
invented  it  is  a  query ;  but,  whoever  he  was,  he 
deserved  well  of  his  country  and  of  Christendom. 

Ah !  our  ancestors  were  not  such  fools,  after  all,  as 
we,  their  degenerate  children,  conceit  them  to  have 
been.  The  passing  bell!  a  most  solemn  warning  to 
imps  of  every  description,  is  not  to  be  regarded  with 
impunity:  the  most  impudent  Succuhus  of  them  all 
dare  as  well  dip  his  claws  in  holy  water,  as  come  within 
the  verge  of  its  sound.  Old  Nick  himself,  if  he  sets 
any  value  at  all  upon  his  tail,  had  best  convey  himself 
clean  out  of  hearing,  and  leave  the  way  open  to  Para- 
dise. Little  Hubert  continued  pulling  with  all  his 
might,  and  St  Peter  began  to  look  out  for  a  customer. 

The  knell  seemed  to  have  some  effect  even  upon  the 
Lady  Rohesia  :  she  raised  her  head  slightly ;  inarticu- 
late sounds  issued  from  her  lips, — inarticulate,  that  is, 
to  the  profane  ears  of  the  laity.  Those  of  Father 
Francis,  indeed,  were  sharper  ;  notliing,  as  he  averred, 
could  be  more  distinct  than  the  words,  "  A  thousand 
marks  to  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Rouncival." 

Now  the  Lady  Rohesia  Ingoldsby  had  brought  her 
husband  broad  lands  and  large  possessions ;  much  of 
her  ample  dowry,  too,  was  at  her  own  disposal ;  and 
nuncupative  wills  had  not  yet  been  abolished  by  Act 
of  Parliament. 
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**'  Pious  soul  I"  ejaculated  Father  Francis.  ^  A 
thousand  marks,  she  said — " 

''If  she  did,  FU  be  shot!"  said  Sir  Guy  de  Monv- 
gomeri. 

" — A  thousand  marks!"  continued  the  Confessor, 
fixing  his  cold  grey  eye  upon  the  knight,  as  he  went  on 
heedless  of  the  interruption  ; — '^  a  thousand  marks  1 
and  as  many  At*es  and  Paters  shall  be  duly  said — as 
eoon  as  the  money  is  paid  down." 

Sir  Guy  shrank  from  the  monk's  gaze ;  he  turned  to 
the  window,  and  muttered  to  himself  something  that 
sounded  like  "  Don't  you  wish  you  may  get  it  ?" 

The  bell  continued  to  toll.  Father  Francis  had 
quitted  the  room,  taking  with  him  the  remains  of  the 
holy  oil  he  had  been  using  for  Extreme  Unction. 
Everard  Ingoldsby  waited  on  him  down  stairs. 

'*  A  thousand  thanks  !"  said  the  latter. 

"  A  thousand  marks  !"  said  the  friar. 

"  A  tliousand  devils !"  growled  Sir  Guy  de  Mont- 
goineri,  n-om  the  top  of  the  landing-place. 

But  his  accents  fell  unheeded :  his  brother-in-law  and 
the  friar  were  gone ;  he  was  left  alone  with  his 
departing  lady  and  Beatrice  Grey. 

Sir  Guy  de  Montgomeri  stood  pensively  at  the  foot 
of  the  bed  :  his  arms  were  crossed  upon  his  bosom,  his 
chin  was  sunk  upon  his  breast;  his  eyes  were  filled 
with  tears  ;  the  dim  rays  of  the  fading  watch-light  gave 
a  darker  shade  to  the  furrows  on  his  brow,  and  a 
brighter  tint  to  the  little  bald  patch  on  the  top  of  his 
head, — for  Sir  Guy  was  a  middle-aged  gentleman,  tall 
and  portly  withal,  with  a  slight  bend  in  his  shoulders. 
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but  that  not  much :  his  complexion  ^'as  somewbat 
floria, — especially  about  the  nose;  but  his  lady  was 
in  extremis,  and  at  this  particular  moment  he  >v:is  paler 
than  usual. 

'^  Bim  1  home  1"  went  the  bell.  The  knight  groaned 
audibly ;  Beatrice  Grey  wiped  her  eye  with  her  little 
square  apron  of  lace  de  Maiines  ;  there  was  a  moment's 
oause, — a  moment  of  intense  affliction  ;  she  let  it  fall, — 
%11  but  one  corner,  which  remained  between  her  finger 
and  thumb.  She  looked  at  Sir  Guy  ;  drew  the  thumb 
and  forefinger  of  her  other  hand  slowly  along  its 
border,  till  they  reached  the  opposite  extremity.  She 
sobbed  aloud :  "  So  kind  a  lady !"  said  Beatrice  Grey. — 
"So  excellent  a  wife!"  responded  Sir  Guy. — "So 
good  !"  said  the  damsel. — "  So  dear !"  said  the  knight. — 
"  So  pious  !"  said  she.—"  So  humble  I"  said  he.—"  So 
good  to  the  poor !" — "  So  capital  a  manager  !" — "  So 
punctual  at  matins !" — "  Dinner  dished  to  a  moment !" — 
"  So  devout !"  said  Beatrice. — "  So  fond  of  me  !"  said 
Sir  Guy.— "And  of  Father  Francis  I"—"  What  the  devil 
do  you  mean  by  that  9"  said  Sir  Guy  de  Montgomeri. 


The  knight  and  the  maiden  had  rung  their  antipho- 
nic  changes  on  the  fine  qualities  of  the  departing  Lady, 
like  the  Strophe  and  Antistrophe  of  a  Greek  play.  The 
cardinal  virtues  once  disposed  of,  her  minor  excellencies 
came  under  review  : — She  would  drown  a  witch,  drink 
lambs'-wool  at  Christmas,  beg  Dominie  Dumps's  boys  a 
holiday,  and  dine  upon  sprats  on  Good  Friday  !  A  low 
moan  from  the  subject  of  these  eulogies  seemed  to 
ictimate  that  the  enumeration  of  her  good  deeds  w.is 
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not  altogethei  lost  on  her, — that  the  parting  spirit  feh 
and  rejoiced  in  the  testimony. 

"  She  was  too  good  for  earth !"  continued  Sir  Guy. 

"  Ye-ye-yes  !"  sobbed  Beatrice. 

"  I  did  not  deserve  her  !"  said  the  knight 

"  No-o-o-o !"  cried  the  damsel. 

*^  Not  but  that  I  made  her  an  excellent  husband,  and 
a  kind ;  but  she  is  going,  and — and — where,  or  when, 
or  how — shall  I  get  such  another  ?" 

"  Not  in  broad  England — not  in  the  whole  wide 
world !"  responded  Beatrice  Grey  ;  "  that  is,  not  just 
such  another  I"  Her  voice  still  faltered,  but  her  accents 
on  the  whole  were  more  articulate ;  she  dropped  the 
comer  of  her  apron,  and  had  recourse  to  her  handker- 
chief; in  fact  her  eyes  were  getting  red, — and  so  waa 
the  tip  of  her  nose. 

Sir  Guy  was  silent;  he  gazed  for  a  few  moments 
Btedfastly  on  the  face  of  his  lady.  The  single  word 
"  Another  !"  fell  from  his  lips  like  a  distant  echo ;  it  is 
not  often  that  the  viewless  nymph  repeats  more  than  is 
necessQjy. 

"  Bim  !  borne  :"  went  the  bell.  Bandy-legged  Hu- 
bert had  been  tolling  for  half  an  hour ;  he  began  to 
grow  tired,  and  St.  Peter  fidgety. 

"  Beatrice  Grey !''  said  Sir  Guy  de  Montgomeri, 
"  what's  to  be  done  ?  What's  to  become  of  Montgomeri 
Hall  ? — and  the  buttery, — and  the  servants  ?  And 
what^ — what's  to  become  of  me,  Beatrice  Grey  ?"  Thei-e 
was  pathos  in  his  tones,  and  a  solemn  pause  succeeded. 
*  I'll  turn  monk  myself!"  said  Sir  Guy. 

*•  Monk  ?"  said  Beatrice. 

**  I'll  be  a  Carthusian  !"  repeated  the  knight,  but  in  a 
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tone  less  assured :  he  relapsed  into  a  reverie.  Shave 
nis  head  ! — ^he  did  not  so  much  mind  that, — he  wad 
getting  ratlier  bald  already ;  but,  beans  for  dinner, — an<' 
those  without  butter — and  then  a  horse-hair  shirt ! 

The  knight  seemed  undecided :  his  eye  roamed 
gloomily  around  the  apartment:  it  paused  upon  dif- 
ferent objects,  but  as  if  it  saw  them  not ;  its  sense  was 
shut,  and  there  was  no  speculation  in  its  glance :  it 
rested  at  last  upon  the  fair  face  of  the  sympathising 
damsel  at  his  side,  beautiful  in  her  grief. 

Her  tears  had  ceased  ;  but  her  eyes  were  cast  down, 
and  mournfully  fixed  upon  her  dehcate  little  foot,  which 
was  beating  the  devil's  tattoo. 

There  is  no  talking  to  a  female  when  she  does  not 
look  at  you.  Sir  Guy  turned  round, — he  seated  him- 
self on  the  edge  of  the  bed;  and,  placing  his  hand 
beneath  the  chin  of  the  lady,  turned  up  her  face  in  an 
angle  of  fifteen  de<^rees. 

"  I  don't  think  I  shall  take  the  vows,  Beatrice ;  but 
what's  to  become  of  me  ?  Poor,  miserable,  old — that 
is,  poor,  miserable,  middle-aged  man  than  I  amj«  Nu 
one  to  comfort,  no  one  to  care  for  me  !"  Beatrice's  tears 
flowed  afresh,  but  she  opened  not  her  lips.  "  Ton  ni) 
life  !"  continued  he,  **  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  creature 
now  would  care  a  button  if  I  were  hanged  to-morrow  !" 

"  Oh !  don't  say  so.  Sir  Guy  1"  sighed  Beatrice ; 
*'  you  know  there's — there's  Master  Everard,  and — and 
Father  Francis — " 

"  J^ish  !"  cried  Sir  Guy  testily. 

"  And — there's  your  favourite  old  bitch." 

"  I  am  not  thinking  of  old  bitches  I"  quoth  Sir  Guj 
de  Montgimierl. 
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Another  pause  ensued:  the  knight  had  released  bet 
eltin,  and  taken  her  hand  ;  it  was  a  pretty  little  haud, 
with  Icng  taper  fingers  and  filbert-formed  nails,  and 
the  softness  of  the  palm  said  little  for  its  ownerV 
industry. 

"  Sit  down,  ray  dear  Beatrice "  said  the  knight, 
tlioughtfully ;  "  you  must  be  fatigued  with  your  long 
watching.  Take  a  seat,  my  child."  Sir  Guy  did  not 
relinquish  her  hand  ;  but  he  sidled  along  the  counter- 
pane, and  made  room  for  his  companion  between  him- 
8**lf  and  the  bed-post. 

Now  this  is  a  vei-y  awkward  position  for  two  people 
to  be  placed  in,  especially  when  the  right  hand  of  the 
one  holds  the  right  hand  of  the  other ;  in  such  an  atti- 
tude, what  the  deuce  can  the  gentleman  do  with  liis 
loft  ?  Sir  Guy  closed  his  till  it  became  an  absolute  fist, 
and  his  knuckles  rested  on  the  bed  a  little  in  the  rear 
of  his  companion. 

"  Another  !"  repeated  Sir  Guy,  musing ;  "  if,  indeed, 
I  could  find  such  another !"  He  was  talking  to  his 
thought,  but  Beatrice  Grey  answered  him. 

"  There's  Madam  Fitzfoozle." 

**  A  frump  !"  said  Sir  Guy. 

"  Or  the  La<ly  Burabarton." 

"  With  her  hump  !"  muttered  he. 

"  There's  the  Dowager—" 

"  Stoj) — stop  !"  said  the  knight,  "  stop  one  moment  1" 
He  paused  ;  he  was  all  on  the  tremble ;  something 
seemed  rising  in  his  throat,  but  he  gave  a  great  gulp , 
and  swallowed  it.  "  Beatrice,"  said  he,  "  what  think 
you  of — ^"  his  voice  sank  into  a  most  seductive  softness 
— *•  what  think  you  of~-Beatrice  Grey  ?" 
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The  murder  was  out:  the  knight  felt  infinitely 
reliered ;  the  knuckles  of  his  lefl  hand  unclosed  spon* 
taneouslj ;  and  the  arm  he  had  felt  such  a  difficulty  in 
disposing  of,  found  itself, — nobody  knows  how, — all  at 
once,  encircling  the  jimp  waist  of  the  pretty  Beatrice. 
The  young  lady's  reply  was  expressed  in  three  syllables. 
They  were,— "Oh,  Sir  Guy!"  The  words  might  be 
somewhat  indefinite,  but  there  was  no  mistaking  the 
look.  Their  eyes  met ;  Sir  Guy's  lefl  arm  contracted 
itself  spasmodically  :  when  the  eyes  meet, — at  least,  as 
theirs  met, — the  lips  are  very  apt  to  follow  the  example, 
llie  knight  had  taken  one  long,  loving  kiss — nectar 
and  ambrosia !  He  thought  on  Doctor  Butts  and  his 
repetatur  haustus, — a  prescription  Father  Francis  had 
taken  infinite  pains  to  translate  for  him  :  he  was  about 
to  repeat  it,  but  the  dose  was  interrupted  in  transitu. 
Doubtless  the  adage, 

**  There  it  many  a  Blip 
Twixft  the  cup  and  Uie  lip,** 

Dath  reference  to  medicine.  Sir  Guy's  lip  was  agam  all 
but  i^  conjunction  with  that  of  his  bride  elect. 

It  has  been  hinted  already  that  there  was  a  little 
round  polished  patch  on  the  summit  of  the  knight's 
pericranium^  from  which  his  locks  had  gradually 
receded ;  a  sort  of  ocm«, — or  rather  a  Afant  Blanc  in 
miniature,  rising  above  the  highest  point  of  vegetation. 
It  was  on  this  little  spot,  undefended  alike  by  Art  and 
Nature,  that  at  this  interesting  moment  a  blow  descended, 
such  as  we  must  borrow  a  term  from  the  Sister  Island 
adequately  to  describe, — ^it  was  a  "  Whack  !" 

Sir  Guy  started  upon  his  feet ;  Beatrice  Grey  started 
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upon  hers  :  but  a  single  glance  to  the  rear  reversed  hei 
position, — she  fell  upon  her  knees  and  screamed. 

The  knight,  too,  wheeled  about,  and  beheld  a  sight 
which  might  have  turned  a  bolder  man  to  stone.  I 
was  She  ! — the  all  but  defunct  Rohesia — there  she  sat 
bolt  upright ! — her  eyes  no  longer  glazed  witli  the  film 
of  impending  dissolution,  but  scintillating  like  flint  and 
steel ;  while  in  her  hand  she  grasped  the  bed-staff, — a 
weapon  of  mickle  might,  as  her  husband's  bloody  cox- 
comb could  now  well  testify.  Words  were  yet  wanting, 
for  the  quinsy,  which  her  rage  had  broken,  still  impeded 
her  utterance;  but  the  strength  and  rapidity  of  hei 
gruttural  intonations  augured  well  for  her  future  elo- 
quence. 

Sir  Guy  de  Montgomeri  stood  for  a  while  like  a  man 
distraught ;  this  resurrection — for  such  it  seemed — had 
quite  overpowered  him.  "A  husband  ofttimes  makes 
the  best  physician,"  says  the  proverb ;  he  was  a  living 
personification  of  its  truth.  Still  it  was  whispered  he 
had  been  content  with  Dr.  Butts;  but  his  lady  was 
restored  to  bless  him  for  many  years.  Ueavens,  what  a 
life  he  led ! 

The  Lady  Rohesia  mended  apace;  her  quinsy  was 
cured ;  the  bell  was  stopped  ;  and  little  Hubert,  the 
bacristan,  kicked  out  of  the  chapelry.  St.  Peter  opened 
his  wicket,  and  looked  out ; — there  was  nobody  there  ; 
so  he  flung-to  the  gate  in  a  passion,  and  went  back  to 
his  lodge,  grumbling  at  being  hoaxed  by  a  runaway 
ring. 

Years  rolled  on.  The  improvement  of  Lady  Rohesia's 
temper  did  not  keep  pace  with  that  of  her  health ;  and 
one  fine  morning  Sir  Guy  de  Montgomeri  was  seen  to 
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enter  the  porte-cochhre  of  Durham  House,  at  that  time 
the  town  residence  of  Sir  Walter  lialeigh.  Nothing 
more  was  ever  heard  of  him  ;  but  a  boat  full  of  adven- 
turers was  known  to  have  dropped  down  with  the  tide 
that  evening  to  Deptford  Hope,  where  lay  the  good 
ship  the  Darling,  commanded  by  Captain  Keymis,  who 
sailed  next  morning  on  the  Virginia  voyage. 

A  brass  plate,  some  eighteen  inches  long,  may  yet 
be  seen  in  Denton  chancel,  let  into  a  broad  slab  of 
Bethersden  marble ;  it  represents  a  lady  kneeling,  in 
her  wimple  and  hood  ;  her  hands  are  clasped  in  prayer, 
and  beneath  is  an  inscription  in  the  characters  of  the 
aafe — 

"  y rafe  for  $«  sohile  o£  s«  Ibut^  l£los5t, 
Slnb  for  alle  Ctnsttn  jsoblts  1" 

The  date  is  illegible ;  but  it  appears  that  she  survived 
King  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  that  the  dissolution  of 
monasteries  had  lost  St.  Mary  Rouncival  her  thousand 
marks.  As  for  Beatrice  Grey,  it  is  well  known  that  she 
wjw  alive  in  1559,  and  then  had  virginity  enough  left 
to  be  a  maid  of  Honour  to  "  good  Queen  Bess." 
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It  was  during  the  *' Honey  (or,  as  it  ia  sometimeB 
termed,  the  "Treacle,")  Moon,"  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sea- 
forth  passed  through  London.  A  ^^  goodnatured  friend," 
who  dropped  in  to  dinner,  forced  them  in  the  evening 
to  the  theatre  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  Lim.  I 
give  Charles's  account  of  the  Tragedy,  just  as  it  was 
written,  without  altering  even  the  last  couplet — ^for 
there  would  be  no  making  "Egerton'*  rhyme  with 
"Story." 
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QiuBqne  ipoe  mlMRliiia  Tidi  w—Vnuiik 

OATimiNs  of  Oleyes  was  a  Ladj  of  rank, 

She  had  lands  and  fine  honsea,  and  cash  in  the  Bank ; 

She  had  jewels  and  ringe^ 

And  a  thousand  smart  things ; 

Was  lovely  and  young, 

With  a  rather  sharp  tongue, 
And  she  wedded  a  Noble  of  high  degree 
With  the  star  of  the  order  of  8l  Esprit; 

But  the  Duke  de  Ouise 

Was»  by  many  degree^ 
Her  senior,  and  not  very  easy  to  please ; 
He'd  a  sneer  on  his  lip,  and  a  scowl  with  his  eye^ 
And  a  frown  on  his  brow, — ^and  he  look'd  like  a  Qojt"* 

So  she  took  to  intriguing 

With  Monsieur  St  Megrin, 
A  young  man  of  fashion,  and  figure,  and  worth. 
But  witli  no  great  pretensions  to  fortune  or  birth ; 

He  would  sing,  fence,  and  dance 

With  the  best  man  in  France, 
And  took  his  rappee  with  genteel  nonchalance ; 
He  smiled,  and  he  flatter'd,  and  flirted  with  ease, 
And  was  very  superior  to  Monseigneur  de  Guise. 

Now  Monsieur  St  Megrin  was  curious  to  know 
If  the  Lady  approved  of  his  passion  or  no ; 
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So  without  more  ado. 

He  put  on  his  mriout. 
And  went  to  a  man  with  a  beard  like  a  Jew, 

One  Signor  Ruggieri, 

A  Cunning-man  near,  he 
Could  conjure,  tell  fortunes,  and  calculate  tides, 
Perform  tricks  on  the  cards,  and  Heaven  knows  what  beside^ 
Bring  back  a  stray'd  cow,  silver  ladle,  or  spoon, 
And  was  thought  to  be  thick  with  the  Man  in  the  Moon. 

Tlie  sage  took  his  stand 

With  his  wand  in  his  hand, 
l>rew  a  circle,  then  gave  the  dread  word  of  command. 
Saying  solemnly — "  Presto  ! — Hey^  quick  I — Cock-a-lorwn  /  /  * 
When  the  Duchess  immediately  popp'd  up  before  'em. 

Just  then  a  Conjunction  of  Venus  and  Mars^ 

Or  something  peculiar  above  in  the  stars, 

Attracted  the  notice  of  Signor  Ruggieri, 

Who  "  bolted,"  and  left  him  alone  with  his  deary.— 

Monsieur  St.  3Iegrin  went  down  on  his  kneets, 

And  the  Duchess  shed  tears  large  as  marrow-fat  peas, 

When, — fancy  the  shock, — 

A  loud  double  knock, 
Made  the  Lady  cry  "  Get  up,  you  fool  I — there's  De  Guise  1  *— 

Twas  his  Grace,  sure  enough ; 

So  Monsieur,  looking  bluff. 
Strutted  by,  with  his  hat  on,  and  fingering  his  ruff, 
While,  unseen  by  either,  away  flew  the  Dame 
Through  the  opposite  key-hole,  the  same  way  she  came : 

But^  alack  I  and  alas  1 

A  mishap  came  to  pass. 
In  her  hurry  she,  somehow  or  other,  let  fall 
A  new  silk  Bandana  she'd  worn  as  a  shawl ; 

She  had  used  it  for  drying 

Her  bright  eyes  while  crying, 
And  blowing  her  nose,  as  her  Beau  talked  of  dying  I  * 

Now  the  Duke,  who  had  seen  it  so  lately  adorn  her, 
^d  knew  the  great  C  with  the  Crown  in  the  corner 
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The  RistAnt  he  spied  it,  smoked  something  amis8» 

And  said,  wiih  some  enei-gy,  "  D it  I  what's  this?  " 

He  went  home  in  a  fume, 

And  bounced  into  her  room. 
Crying,  "So,  Ma'am,  I  find  I've  some  cause  to  bo  jealous  1 
Look  liere ! — there's  a  proof  jou  run  after  the  fellows! 
— Now  take  up  that  pen, —  if  it's  bad  choose  a  better,^ 
And  write,  as  I  dictate,  this  moment  a  letter 

To  Monsieur — ^you  know  who  f " 

The  Lady  look'd  blue ; 
But  replied  with  much  firmness — "Hang  me  if  I  dot  " 

De  Guise  grasped  her  wrist 

With  his  great  bony  fist, 
And  pinch'd  it^  and  gave  it  so  painful  a  twist, 
That  his  hard,  iron  gauntlet  the  flesh  went  an  inch  in,— 
Hhe  did  not  mind  death,  but  she  could  not  stand  pincliicg 

So  she  sat  down  and  wrote 

This  polite  little  note  :^ 

•Dear  Mister  St  Megrin, 

The  Cliie&  of  the  League  in 

Our  house  mean  to  dine 

Tliis  evening  at  nine ; 

I  shall,  soon  after  ten. 

Slip  away  from  the  men, 
And  youll  find  me  upstairs  in  the  drawing-room  then; 
Come  up  the  back  way,  or  those  impudent  thieves 
Of  Servants  will  see  you ;    Yours 

Catherine  of  CuEVBa'* 
She  directed  and  sealed  it»  all  pale  as  a  ghost^ 
And  De  Guise  put  it  into  the  Twopenny  Post 

St  Megrin  had  alncost  jumped  out  of  his  skin 
For  joy  that  day  when  the  post  came  in; 

He  read  the  note  through. 

Then  began  it  anew, 
And  thotight  it  almost  too  good  news  to  be  truep— 

He  clapp'd  on  his  hat, 

And  a  hood  over  thal^ 
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With  a  cloak  to  disguise  him,  and  make  Iiiro  look  fat , 
So  great  his  impatience^  from  half  after  Four 
He  was  waiting  till  Ten  at  De  Guise's  back  door. 
When  he  heard  the  great  clock  of  St  Oeneyieve  bhim* 
He  rah  up  ihe  back  staircase  six  steps  at  a  time. 

He  had  scarce  made  bis  bow, 

He  hardly  knew  how, 

When  alas !  and  alack  I 

There  was  no  getting  back. 
For  the  drawing-room  door  was  banged  to  with  a  whadi;— 

In  vain  he  applied 

To  the  handle  and  tried, 
Somebody  or  other  had  locked  it  outside  I 
And  the  Duchess  in  agony  mourned  her  mishaps 
"  We  are  caught  like  a  couple  of  rats  in  a  trapu" 

Now  the  Duchess's  Page, 

About  twelve  years  of  age, 
For  so  little  a  boy  was  remarkably  sage ; 
And,  just  in  the  nick,  to  their  joy  and  amazement^ 
Popp'd  the  Gas-Iigbter*s  ladder  close  under  the  casement 

But  all  would  not  do, — 

Though  St  Megrin  got  through 
The  window, — ^below  stood  De  Guise  and  his  crew. 
And  though  never  man  was  more  brave  than  St  M^gnn 
Tct  fighting  a  score  is  extremely  fatiguing ; 

He  thrust  carte  and  tierce 

Uncommonly  fierce, 
But  not  Beelzebub's  self  could  their  cuirasses  pieroe ; 

While  his  doublet  and  hose. 

Being  holiday  clothes, 
Were  soon  cut  through  and  through  from  his  knees  to  hw 

nose. 
Still  an  old  crooked  sixpence  the  Conjuror  gave  him 
From  pistol  and  sword  was  sufficient  to  save  him, 

But  when  beat  on  his  knees, 

That  confounded  De  Guise 
Game  behind  with  the  '*  fogle  "  that  caused  all  this  breeze. 
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Whlpp'd  it  tight  round  his  neck,  and,  when  backward  he'd 

jerk'd  liim. 
The  rest  of  the  rascals  jumped  on  him  and  Burked  him. 
The  poor  little  Page,  too,  himself  got  no  quarter,  but 

Was  senred  the  same  wa/. 

And  was  found  the  next  day 
With  his  heels  in  the  air,  and  his  head  in  the  water-butt ; 

Catherine  of  Clevee 

Roared  "Murder  I  "and  "Thieves!* 

From  the  window  above 

While  they  murder'd  her  love ; 
Till  finding  the  rogues  had  accomplish'd  his  slaughter, 
Bhe  drank  Prussic  acid  without  any  water. 
And  died  like  a  Duke-and-a-Duchess's  daughter  I 

Moral. 

Take  warning,  ye  Fair,  from  this  tale  of  the  BardX 
And  dont  go  where  fortunes  are  told  on  the  cards^ 
But  steer  clear  of  Conjurors^ — never  put  query 
To  "Wise  Mrs.  Williams,"  or  folks  like  RuggierL 
Wlien  alone  in  your  room  shut  the  door  dose,  and  lock  it 
Above  all, — ^kxep  tour  handkkrohief  safe  in  tour  pogkct 
Lest  you  too  should  stumble,  and  Lord  Leveson  Gower,  he 
Be  eall'd  on, — sad  poet! — to  tell  your  ead  story  I 
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It  was  in  the  summer  of  1838  that  a  party  from 
Tappington  reached  the  metropolis  with  a  view  of 
witnessing  the  coronation  of  their  youthful  Queen, 
whom  God  long  preserve ! — This  purpose  they  were 
fortunate  enough  to  accomplish  by  the  purchase  of  a 
peer's  ticket,  from  a  stationer  in  the  Strand,  who  was 
enabled  so  to  dispose  of  some,  greatly  to  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  hereditary  Earl  Marshal.  How  Mr.  Barney 
managed  to  insinuate  himself  into  the  Abbey  remains  a 
mystery :  his  characteristic  modesty  and  address  doubt- 
less assisted  him,  for  there  he  unquestionably  was. 
The  result  of  his  observations  was  thus  communicated 
to  his  associates  in  the  Servants'  Hall  upon  his  return, 
to  the  infinite  delectation  of  Mademoiselle  Pauline  ovei 
a  Cruiskeen  of  his  own  concocting. 
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MR.  BARNEY  MAGUIRE'S  ACCOUNT  OF  lllE 
CORONATION. 


Air—"  llu  Groves  of  Blartuy,''  ' 

OcH  I  the  Coronation !  what  celebration 

For  emulation  can  with  it  compare! 
When  to  Westminster  the  Rojal  Spinster, 

And  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  all  in  order  did  reimirl 
Twas  there  you'd  see  the  New  Polishemen 

Making  a  skrimmage  at  half  after  four, 
.ind  the  Lords  and  Ladiest  and  Miss  (yOradj^ 

All  standing  round  before  the  Abbey  door. 

Their  pillows  scorning,  that  self-same  morning 

Theraselyes  adorning,  all  by  the  candle-ligh^ 
With  roses  and  lilies,  and  daffy•down-dillie^ 

And  gould,  and  jewels,  and  rich  di'monds  bright 
ind  then  approaches  five  hundred  coaches, 

With  Giniral  Dullbeak. — Och!  'twas  mighty  fine 
fo  see  how  asy  oould  Corporal  Casey, 

With  his  sword  drawn,  prancing,  made  them  kape  th« 
line. 

then  the  Guns^  alarums,  and  the  King  of  Arums^ 

All  in  his  Garters  and  his  Clarence  shoes, 
Opening  the  massy  doors  to  the  bould  Arabassydora. 

The  Prince  of  Potboys,  and  great  haythen  Jews; 
Twould  hare  made  you  crazy  to  see  Esterhazy 

All  joo'ls  from  his  jasey  to  his  di'mond  boots^ 
With  Alderman  Harmer,  and  that  swate  charmer 

Hie  famale  heiress,  Miss  Anja-ly  Coutta. 
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And  Wellington,  walking  with  hia  swoord  drawn,  talkiag 

To  Hill  and  Hardinge,  haroes  of  great  fame ; 
And  Sir  De  Lacj,  and  the  Dake  Dalmasey, 

(Tliey  caird  him  Sowlt  afore  he  changed  his  name,! 
llieniselvee  presading  Lord  Melbourne,  lading 

The  Queen,  the  darling,  to  her  royal  chair, 
And  tliat  fine  ould  fellow,  the  Duke  of  Pell-Mello, 

The  Queen  of  Portingal's  Chargy-de-fair. 

llien  the  Noble  Prussians,  likewise  the  Russians^ 

In  fine  laced  jackets  with  ^eir  goulden  cuffs. 
And  the  Bavarians,  and  the  proud  Hungarians^ 

'  And  Eyeryt)iingarian8  all  in  furs  and  mufis. 
Then  Misthur  Spaker,  with  Misthur  Pays  the  Quaker, 

All  in  the  Gallery  you  might  persaye ; 
But  Lord  Brougham  was  missing,  and  gone  a-fishing; 

Ounly  crass  Lord  Essex  would  not  give  him  laye. 

Tliere  was  Baron  Alten  himself  exalting. 

And  Prince  Von  Swartzenburg,  and  many  more^ 
Och !  I'd  be  bothered  and  entirely  smothered 

To  tell  the  half  of  *em  was  to  the  fore ; 
With  the  swate  Peeresses,  in  their  crowns  and  dresses 

And  A^ldermanesses^  and  the  boord  of  Works ; 
But  Mehemet  Ali  said,  quite  gintaly, 

•*  Fd  be  proud  to  see  the  likes  among  the  Turks !  * 

Tlien  the  Queen,  Heaven  bless  her  I  och  I  they  did  dress  imh 

In  her  purple  garaments  and  her  goulden  Crown ; 
Like  Veniis  or  Hebe,  or  the  Queen  of  Sheby, 

With  eight  young  Ladies  houlding  up  her  gown. 
Sure  'twas  grand  to  see  her,  also  for  to  he-ar 

The  big  drums  bating,  and  the  trumpets  blow, 
And  Sir  Gcort^e  Smart  I  Oh  I  he  play'd  a  Oonsarto^ 

Witli  his  tour-and-twenty  fiddlers  all  on  a  row! 

Tlien  the  liord  Archbishop  held  a  goulden  dish  up^ 
For  to  reaave  her  bounty  an  1  great  wealth. 
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Saying,  "  Plase  your  Glory,  great  Qneen  Vic-tory ! 

Yell  give  the  Clargy  lave  to  dhrink  your  health!  * 
.  Then  his  Riverence,  retrating,  discoorsed  the  mating ; 

"Boys!  Here's  your  Queen!  deny  it  if  you  can! 
And  if  any  bould  traitour,  or  inferior  crathur, 

Sneezes  at  that^  I'd  like  to  see  the  man  I  " 

Then  the  Nobles  kneeling  to  the  Pow'rs  appealing, 

"  Heaven  send  your  Majesty  a  glorious  reign !  ** 
And  Sir  Claudius  Hunter  he  did  confront  her, 

All  in  his  scarlet  gown  and  gowlden  chain. 
The  great  liord  May'r,  too,  sat  in  his  chair,  too, 

But  mighty  sarions,  looking  fit  to  cry, 
For  the  Karl  of  Surrey,  all  in  his  hurry, 

Throwing  the  thirteens^  hit  him  in  his  eye. 

Then  there  was  preaching,  and  good  store  of  speechirr^ 

With  Dukes  and  Marquises  on  bended  knee ; 
\nd  they  did  splash  her  with  raal  Maeasshur, 

And  the  Qneen  said,  **  Ah !  then,  thank  ye  all  for  me !  "— 
Then  the  trumpets  braying,  and  the  organ  playing. 

And  sweet  trombones  with  their  silver  tones; 
But  Lord  Rolle,  was  rolling ; — 'twas  mighty  consoling 

To  think  that  his  Lordship  did  not  break  his  bones ! 

Then  the  crames  and  custard,  and  the  beef  and  mustard. 

All  on  the  tombstones  like  a  poultherer's  shop ; 
With  lobsters  and  white-bait,  and  other  swate-meata^ 

And  wine,  and  nagus,  and  Imparial  Pop  I 
There  was  cakes  and  apples  in  all  tlie  Chapels, 

With  fine  polonies,  and  rich  mellow  pears, — 
Ocb !  the  Count  Von  Strogonoff,  sure  he  got  prog  enough. 

The  sly  old  Divil,  undernnthe  the  stairs. 

Then  the  cannons  thunder  d,  and  the  people  wonder  d, 
Crying,  "God  save  Victorii,  our  Royal  Queen!  ** — 

— Och  1  if  myself  shonld  live  to  bo  a  hundred. 
Sure  it's  the  proudest  day  Uiat  Vl\  have  seen ! — 
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And  now  I  have  ended,  what  I  pretended. 
This  narration  splendid  in  swate  poe-thrj, 

Yc  dear  bewitchor,  jnst  band  the  pitcher, 
Faith,  it's  mjself  tliat'a  getting  mighty  dhry  I 


As  a  pendant  to  the  foregoing,  I  shall  venture  to 
insert  Mr.  Simpkinson's  lucubrations  on  a  subject  to 
him,  as  a  Savant  of  the  first  class,  scarcely  less  intei^ 
esting.  The  a<5rial  voyage  to  which  it  alludes  took 
place  about  a  year  and  a  half  previously  to  the  august 
event  already  recorded,  and  the  excitement  manifested 
in  the  learned  Antiquary's  effusion  may  give  some  faint 
idea  of  that  which  prevailed  generally  among  the  Sons 
of  cyiience  at  that  memorable  epoch. 
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OhI  the  balloon,  the  great  balloon 

It  left  Vauzhall  one  Mondaj  at  noon. 

And  eyery  one  said  we  should  hear  of  it  soon 

With  news  from  Aleppo  or  Scanderoon. 

But  yery  soon  after  folks  changed  their  tune ; 

"  The  netting  had  burst — the  silk — ^the  shalloon  ;~^ 

It  had  met  with  a  trade-wind — a  deuced  monsoon — 

It  was  blown  out  to  sea — ^it  was  blown  to  the  moon^ 

They  ought  to  haye  put  off  their  journey  till  June ; 

Sure  none  but  a  donkey,  a  goose,  or  baboon 

Would  go  up  in  Noyember  in  any  balloon  I  " 

Then  they  talk'd  about  Green — "  Oh !  where's  Mister  Green 

And  where's  Mister  Hollond  who  hired  the  machine  f 

And  where  is  Monk  Mason,  the  man  that  has  been 

Up  so  often  before — twelve  times  or  thirteen — 

And  who  writes  such  nice  letters  describing  the  scene? 

And  where's  the  cold  fowl,  and  the  ham  and  poteen  t 

The  press'd  beef,  with  the  fat  cut  off — nothing  but  lean. 

And  the  portable  soup  in  the  patent  tureen  f 

Uaye  they  got  to  Grand  Cairo,  or  reach'd  Aberdeen  f 

Or  Jerusalem — ^Hamburg— or  Ballyporcen  f 

No!  they  have  not  been  seen!     OhI   they  hoyenM   bei^n 

seen!" 
Stay !  here's  Mister  Gye — ^Mr.  Frederick  Qje^^ 
"  At  Paris^"  says  he,  "  IVe  been  up  very  high, 
J^  couple  of  hundred  of  toises,  or  nigh, 
A  oockstride  tlie  Tuillcries*  pantiles,  to  rvy^ 
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With  DoIlond*8  best  telescope  stuck  at  mj  eye. 
And  my  umbrella  under  my  arm  like  Paul  Pry, 
But  I  could  see  nothing  at  all  but  the  sky ; 
So  I  thought  with  myself  'twas  of  no  use  to  try 
Any  longer :  and,  feeling  remarkably  dry 
From  sitting  all  day  stuck  up  there,  like  a  Oay, 
I  came  down  again,  and — ^you  see — ^hcre  am  I ! " 

But  he-^*8  Mr.  Hughes  I — ^What  says  younjr  ^^ir,  Hughes  f- 
"  Why,  Vm  sorry  to  say  we've  not  y*  -ny  news 
Since  the  letter  they  threw  dowTk  m  one  of  their  shoes^ 
Which  gave  the  mayor's  nose  such  a  deuce  of  a  bmise^ 
As  he  popp'd  up  his  eye-glass  to  look  at  their  cruise 
Over  Dover ;  and  which  the  folks  flock'd  to  peruse 
At  Squier's  bazaar,  the  same  evening,  in  crews — 
Politicians,  news-mongera^  town-council,  and  blues^ 
Turks,  Heretics,  Infidels,  Jumpers,  and  Jews^ 
Scorning  Bachelor's  paper^  and  Warren's  reviews: 
But  the  wind  was  then  blowing  towards  Helyoetsluy^ 
And  my  father  and  I  are  in  terrible  stews^ 
For  so  large  a  balloon  is  %  sad  thing  to  lose  I  "^ 

Here's  news  come  at  lastl — Here's  news  come  at  last!— 
A  vessel's  come  in  which  has  sail'd  v^ry  fast ; 
And  a  gentleman  serving  before  the  mast, — 
Mister  Nokes — ^has  declared,  that  "  the  party  has  past 
Safe  across  to  the  Hague,  where  their  grapnel  they  oast 
As  a  fat  burgomaster  was  staring  aghast 
To  see  such  a  monster  come  borne  on  the  blast. 
And  it  caught  in  his  waistband,  and  there  it  stuck  fasti*— 
Oh  I  fiel  Mister  Nokes» — ^for  shame,  Mr.  Nokes  I 
To  be  poking  your  fun  at  up  plain-dealing  folks- 
Sir,  this  isn't  a  time  ta  be  cracking  your  joke^ 
And  such  jesting  your  malice  but  scurvily  cloaks ; 
Such  a  trumpery  tale  every  one  of  us  smokes, 
And  we  know  very  well  your  whole  story's  a  hoaxi-* 

•*  Oh  I  what  shall  we  do  ? — Oh !  where  will  it  end  •— 
Can  nobody  go  f — Can  nobody  send 
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To  Calais^— or  Bergen-oivzoom— or  Ostcnd  f 

Can't  you  go  there  yourself  f —  Gaa*t  you  write  to  a  friend, 

For  news  upon  which  we  may  safely  depend  t " — 

Huzza  I  huzza  I  one  and  eight-pence  to  pay 

For  a  letter  from  Hamborough,  just  come  to  say 

They  descended  at  Weilburg;  about  break  of  day ; 

And  theyVe  lent  them  the  palace  there,  during  their  stay. 

And  the  town  is  becoming  uncommonly  gay 

And  they're  feasting  the  party,  and  soaking  their  clay 

With  Johanniabei^,  Rudesheim,  Moselle,  and  Tokay  I 

And  the  Landgrayea^  and  Margraves,  and  Counts  beg  and 

pray 
That  they  won't  think,  as  jet,  about  going  away; 
Notwithstanding,  they  don't  mean  to  make  much  delay 
But  pack  up  the  balloon  in  a  wagon,  or  dray, 
And  pop  themselves  into  a  German  "po-shaif" 
And  get  on  to  Paris  by  Lisle  and  Tournay ; 
Where  they  boldly  declare,  any  wager  theyll  lay 
If  the  gas  people  there  do  not  ask  them  to  pay 
Such  a  sum  as  must  force  them  at  once  to  say  "Nay* 
The/11  inflate  the  balloon  in  the  Champs-Elye^es^ 
And  be  back  again  here  the  beginning  of  May, — 
Pear  me  I  what  a  treat  for  a  Juvenile /tf^e  / 
What  thousands  will  flock  their  arrival  to  greet  I 
There'll  be  hardly  a  soid  to  be  seen  in  the  street; 
For  at  Vauxhall  the  whole  population  will  meet» 
And  you'll  scarcely  get  standing-room,  much  less  a  sea^ 
For  this  all  preceding  attraction  must  beat: 
Since  they'll  unfold,  what  we  want  to  be  told. 
How  they  cough'd, — ^how  they  sneez'd, — ^how  they  shivered 

with  cold, — 
How  they  tippled  the  "  cordial "  as  racy  and  old 
As  Hodges,  or  Dead y,  or  Smith  ever  sold. 
And  how  they  all  tlien  felt  remarkably  bold : 
How  they  thought  the  boil'd  beef  worth  its  own  weight  ip 

gold; 
And  how  Mr.  Green  was  beginning  to  scold 
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Because  Mr.  liason  would  try  to  lay  hold 

Of  the  moon,  and  had  very  near  overboard  roll'dl 

And  there  theyll  be  seen — they'll  be  all  to  be  seen  I 

The  great-coate^  the  ooffee-pot»  mugs^  and  tureen  I 

With  the  tightrrope,  and  fire-works,  and  dancing  between 

If  the  weather  should  only  prove  fair  and  serene. 

And  there,  on  a  beautiful  transparent  screen. 

In  the  middle  you'll  see  a  large  picture  of  Green, 

Mr.  HoUond  on  one  side,  who  hired  the  machine, 

Mr.  Mason  on  t'other,  describing  the  scene ; 

And  Fame,  on  one  leg,  in  the  air,  like  a  queen. 

With  three  wreaths  and  a  trumpet,  will  over  them  lean 

While  Envy,  in  serpents  and  black  bombazin, 

Looks  on  from  below  with  an  air  of  chagrin  I 

Then  they'll  play  up  a  tune  in  the  Royal  Saloon, 

And  the  people  will  dance  by  the  light  of  the  moon. 

And  keep  up  the  ball  till  the  next  day  at  noon ; 

And  the  peer  and  the  peasant^  the  lord  and  the  loon 

The  haughty  grandee,  and  the  low  picaroon. 

The  six-foot  life-guardsman,  and  little  gossoon, 

Will  all  join  in  three  cheers  for  the  "  Monstre  "  Balloon. 


It  is  much  to  bo  regretted  that  I  have  not  as  jet  been 
able  to  discover  more  than  a  single  specimen  of  my 
friend  "  Sucklethumbkin's  "  Muse.  The  event  it  alludes 
to,  probably  the  euthanasia  of  the  late  Mr.  Greenacre, 
will  scarcely  have  yet  faded  from  the  recollection  of  an 
admiring  public.  Although,  with  the  usual  diffidence  of 
a  man  of  fashion,  Augustus  has  ^^  sunk  *'  Uie  fact  of  his 
own  presence  on  that  interesting  occasion,  I  have  %y%Tj 
reason  to  believe,  that,  in  describing  the  party  at  the 
auherge  hereafter  mentioned,  he  might  have  said,  with  a 
brother  Exquisite,  "  Quorum  pars  magna  fui^ 
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THE    EXECUTION. 


K   SPORTING    ANEODOTi;. 


M/  Lord  Tomnoddy  got  up  ouc  day ; 
It  was  half  after  two, 
He  had  nothing  to  do, 

So  his  Lordship  rang  for  his  cabriolet 

Tiger  Tim 

Was  clean  of  limb, 
His  boots  were  polish'd,  his  jacket  was  trim ; 
With  a  Terj  smart  tie  in  his  smart  cravat, 
And  a  smart  cockade  on  the  top  of  his  hat ; 
Tallest  of  boys,  or  shortest  of  men. 
He  stood  in  his  stockin^cs  just  four  foot  ten ; 
And  he  ask'd,  as  he  held  tlie  door  on  the  swings 
"Pray,  did  your  Lordship  please  to  ring?* 

My  Lord  Tomnoddy  he  raised  his  head. 
And  thus  to  Tiger  Tim  he  said, 
**  Malibran's  dead, 
Duvemay*8  fled, 
Taglioni  has  not  yet  arrived  in  her  stead  ; 
Tiger  Tim,  oome  tell  me  true, 
What  may  a  Nobleman  find  to  dot"— 
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Tim  look'd  up,  and  Tim  look*d  down, 

He  paused,  and  he  put  on  a  thoughtful  frown. 

And  he  hold  up  his  hat,  and  he  peep*d  in  the  crown ; 

He  bit  his  lip,  and  he  scratch'd  his  head. 

He  let  go  the  handle,  and  thus  he  said. 

As  the  door,  released,  behind  him  bang'd : 

"An't  please  you,  my  Lord,  there's  a  man  to  be  hanic'd.* 

My  J^rd  Tomnoddy  jump*d  up  at  the  news, 

"Run  toM'Fuze, 

And  Lieutenant  Tregooze, 
And  run  to  Sir  Carnaby  Jenks^  of  the  Bluec 

Rope-dancers  a  wore 

IVe  seen  before — 
Madame  Sacchi,  Antonio,  and  Master  Black-more : 

But  to  see  a  man  swing 

At  the  end  of  a  string; 
With  his  neck  in  a  noose,  will  be  quite  a  new  thing  I* 

My  Lord  Tomnoddy  stept  into  his  cab- 
Dark  rifle  green,  with  a  lining  of  drab ; 

Through  street^  and  through  square^ 

His  high-trotting  mare. 
Like  one  of  Ducrow*s,  goes  pawing  Uie  air, 
Adown  Piccadilly  and  Waterloo  Place 
Went  the  high-trotting  mare  at  a  yery  quick  pace; 

She  produced  some  alarm, 

But  did  no  great  harm. 
Save  frightening  a  nurse  with  a  child  on  her  arm, 

Spattering  with  clay 

Two  urchins  at  play. 
Knocking  down — ^very  much  to  the  sweeper's  disuMf^  • 
An  old  woman  who  wouldn't  get  out  of  the  way, 

And  u}>setting  a  stall 

Near  Exeter  Hall, 
Which  made  all  the  pious  Church-Mission  folks  80»«U 

But  eastward  afar, 

Through  Temple  Bar, 
My  Lord  Tomnoddy  directs  his  car; 
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Never  heeding  their  squalls^ 

Or  their  calla^  or  their  bawla^ 
fle  paaset  by  Waithmaa's  Emporium  for  shawls^ 
And,  merely  just  catching  a  glimpnc  of  St.  Paul's, 

Turns  down  the  Old  Bailey, 

Where  in  front  of  the  gaol,  he 
Pnlla  up  at  the  door  of  the  gin-shop^  and  gaily 
Crie%  "  What  must  I  fork  out  to-night»  my  trumps 
For  the  whole  fii-st-floor  of  the  Magpie  and  Stump  T 

•  ««««« 

The  dock  strikes  twelve — ^it  is  dark  midnight — 
Tet  the  Magpie  and  Stump  is  one  blaze  of  light 

The  parties  are  met ; 

The  tables  are  set ; 
Hiere  is  "punch,"  "cold  without,"  "hot  with,"  "heavy  wet. 

Ale-glasses  and  jugs. 

And  rummers  and  mugs, 
And  sand  on  the  floor,  without  carpets  or  rugs. 

Cold  fowl  and  cigars, 

Pickled  onions  in  jara^ 
Welsh  rabbits  and  kidneys — ^rare  work  for  the  jaws. — 
And  very  large  lobsters,  with  very  large  daws ; 

And  there  is  M'Fuze, 

And  Lieutenant  Tregooze, 
And  there  is  Sir  Carnaby  Jenks,  of  the  Blues^ 

All  come  to  see  a  man  "die  in  his  shoes  1" 

The  dock  strikes  One  I 

Supper  is  done, 
And  Sir  Carnaby  Jenks  is  full  of  his  fun^ 
Singing  "  Jolly  companions  every  one  T' 

My  Lord  Tomnoddy 

Is  drinking  gin-toddy. 
And  laughing  at  ev'ry  thing,  and  evVy  body. — 
Tlie  clock  strikes  Two !  and  the  clock  strikes  Thre«  \ 
^"  Who  so  merry,  so  merry  as  we  f" 

Save  Captain  MTuze, 

Who  is  taking  a  snooze, 
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\Vliile  Sir  Carnftby  Jenks  is  biiey  nt  wort, 
Blncking  his  nose  with  a  piece  of  burnt  corlL 

The  clock  strikes  Four  I— 

Round  the  debtors*  door 
Are  gather'd  a  couple  of  thousand  or  more ; 

As  many  await 

At  the  press  yard  g&^t. 
Till  slowly  its  folding  doors  open,  and  straight 
The  mob  divides^  and  between  their  ranks 
A  waggon  comes  loaded  with  posts  and  with  planks 

The  clock  strikes  Five ! 

The  Sheriffs  arrive, 
And  the  crowd  is  so  great  that  t)ie  street  seems  tXiv 

But  Sir  Carnaby  Jenks 

Blinksy  and  winks, 
A  candle  burns  down  in  the  socket^'  and  stinka 

Lieutenant  Tregooze 

Is  dreaming  of  Jews, 
And  acceptances  all  the  bill-hookers  refuse ; 

My  Lord  Tomnoddy 

Has  drunk  all  his  toddy, 
And  just  as  the  dawn  is  beginning  to  peep, 
The  whole  of  the  party  arc  fast  asleep. 

Sw'»etly,  oh  I  sweetly,  the  morning  breaks^ 

Witli  roseate  stroaks, 
JJke  the  first  faint  blush  on  a  mniden's  cheeks 
Seeui'd  as  that  mild  and  dear  blue  sky 
Smiled  upon  all  things  far  and  nigh, 
On  all — save  the  wretch  condemn*d  to  die 
Alack  1  that  ever  so  fair  a  Sun 
A»  that  which  its  courae  has  now  begun, 
Should  rise  on  such  n  scene  of  misery  I— 
Should  gild  with  rays  so  light  and  free 
That  dismal,  dark-frowning  Gallows-tree! 

And  hark! — a  sound  comes,  biif  with  fat*; 

Tlie  clock  from  St  Sepulchre's  tower  strikes-^Eight  f- 
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List  to  thaV  low  fanereal  bell : 
It  is  tollini,',  alas  I  a  living  man's  knell  t — 
And  see  I — from  forth  that  opening  door 
They  come— He  steps  that  threshold  o'er 
Who  never  shall  tread  upon  threshold  more  * 
— God  I  'tis  &  fearsome  tiling  to  see 
That  pale  wan  man's  mute  agonj, — 
The  glare  of  that  wild,  despairing  eye, 
Now  bent  on  the  crowd,  now  turn'd  to  the  sky, 
As  though  'twere  scanning,  in  doubt  and  in  fear, 
llie  path  of  the  Spirit's  unknown  career ; 
Those  pinion'd  arms^  those  hands  that  ne'er 
Shall  be  lifted  again, — not  even  in  prayer ; 
That  heaving  chest  I — Enough — 'tis  done  I 
The  bolt  has  fallen  1 — the  spirit  is  gone^ 
For  weal  or  for  woe  is  known  but  to  One  1— 
— Oh  I  'twas  a  fearsome  sight  1 — ^Ah  me  1 
A  deed  to  shudder  at, — ^not  to  see. 
A<;ain  that  clock!  'tis  time,  tis  time  I 
The  hour  is  past ; — ^with  its  earliest  diime 
The  cord  is  severed,  the  lifeleBs  clay 
By  "  dungeon  villains"  is  borne  away  : 
Kine  I — ^'twns  the  last  concluding  stroke  1 
And  then — my  Lord  Tomnoddy  awoke  I 
And  Tregooze  and  Sir  Carnaby  Jenks  arose. 
And  Captain  MTuze,  with  the  black  on  his  nose 
And  they  stared  at  each  other,  as  much  as  to  say 
"  Hollo  1  Hollo! 

Here's  a  rum  Go ! 
Why,  Captain ! — my  Lord  I — Here's  the  devil  to  pay 
The  fellow's  been  cut  down  and  taken  away ! — 

What's  to  be  done  f 

We've  missed  all  the  fun ! — 
Why  they'll  laugh  %t  and  quiz  us  all  over  the  tewo, 
We  are  all  of  us  done  so  uncommonly  brown  f 

What  ioa8  to  be  done  ? — ^*twas  perfectly  plain 
That  they  could  not  well  hang  the  man  over  again ' 
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Wliat  wot  to  be  doaef — ^The  man  was  dead! 
Nought  eauld  be  done — noaght  oould  be  said; 
So — m J  Lord  Tomnoddy  want  home  to  bed  1 


The  following  communication  will  speak  for  itself: 

•*  Oo  their  own  acUons  modeit  men  are  dumb  F 
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nr  A  FAMILIAR  EPISTLE  TO  MT    BROTHER-IN-LAW,    LIBIT. 

SBAFOBTH,    ILP.    LATE  OF  THE  HON.    E.LC.'s   2N'D 

REOT.   OF  BOMBAY   FENCIBLES. 

**  The  play's  the  thing  {""—Hamiet 

Tarlatock  Hotel,  Nor.  1830. 
Deai  Charleb» 

— In  reply  to  your  letter,  and  Fanny's, 
Lord  brougham,  it  appears,  isn't  dead, — though  Queen  Anne  is , 
Twas  a  "plot "  and  a  "farce" — ^you  liate  farces  you  say- 
Take  another  "  plot,**  then,  yiz.  the  plot  of  the  Play.     . 
•  «  «  «  « 

Tike  Countess  of  Arundel,  high  in  degree. 
As  a  lady  possessed  of  an  earldom  in  fee, 
Was  imprudent  enough,  at  fifteen  years  of  age, 
— ^A  period  of  life  when  we're  not  over  soge, — 
To  form  a  liaison — in  fact,  to  engage 
Her  hand  to  a  Hop-o'-my-thumb  of  a  Page. 
This  put  her  Papa — 
She  had  no  Mamma — 
Ab  may  well  be  supposed,  in  a  deuce  of  a  rage.  ~ 

Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin  was  wont  to  repeat, 

In  his  budget  of  proverbs,  "Stol'n  kisses  are  sweet  f  * 

But  they  have  tlieir  alloy — 

Fate  osAumed,  to  annoy 
Miss  Arundel's  peace,  and  embitter  her  joy, 
The  equivocal  shape  of  a  fine  little  Boy 

When,  through  the  "young  Stranger,"  her  secret  took  wind. 
TTie  Old  Lord  was  neither  "  to  baud  nor  to  bin<l* 
riBST   BERJE8.  13 
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He  bounced  u  p  and  down, 

And  so  fearful  a  frowo 
Contracted  liis  brow,  you*d  have  thought  he*d  been  blln*i 

The  young  lady,  they  say, 

liaviug  fainted  away, 
Was  confined  to  her  room  for  Uie  whole  of  that  day ; 
While  her  beau — no  rare  thing  in  the  old  feudal  systeiQ--« 
Disappear'd  the  next  morning,  and  nobody  missM  him. 

The  fact  is, 'his  Lordship,  who  hadn't,  it  seems 
Form'd  the  slightest  idea,  not  ev'n  iu  his  dreams 
That  the  pair  had  been  wedded  according  to  law, 
Conceived  that  his  daughter  had  made  a  faux  pas; 

So  he  bribed  at  a  high  rate 

A  sort  of  a  Pirate 
To  knock  out  the  poor  doar  young  gentleman's  brainy 
And  gave  him  a  handsome  douceur  for  his  paius. 
The  page  tlius  disposed  of,  his  Lordship  now  tarns 
His  attention  at  once  to  the  Lady*s  concerns ; 

And,  alarm'd  for  the  future, 

Looks  out  for  a  suitor. 
One  not  fond  of  raking,  nor  giv'n  to  "  the  pewter," 
But  adapted  to  act  both  the  husband  and  tutor — 
Finds  a  highly  respectable,  middle-aged  widower, 
Marries  her  off,  and  thanks  Heaven  that  he's  rid  of  her. 

Relieved  from  his  cai'es, 

The  old  Peer  now  prepares 
To  arrange  in  good  earnest  his  worldly  affaira : 
Has  his  will  made  anew  by  a  Special  Attorney, 
Sickens, — ^takes  to  his  bed, — and  sets  out  on  his  journey. 

Which  way  he  travel Td 

Has  not  been  unraveird ; 
To  speculate  much  on  the  point  were  too  curious, 
If  the  climate  he  reach*d  were  serene  or  sulphureous. 
To  be  sure  in  his  balance-sheet  all  must  declare 
One  item, — the  Page — wos  an  awkword  affair; 
But  per  contra,  he'd  lately  cndow'd  a  new  Chantry 
For  Prieats,  with  ten  marks,  and  the  run  of  the  pantry. 
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Be  that  as  it  mny, 

lt*e  sufficient  to  say 
That  his  tomb  in  the  chancel  stands  there  to  this  day. 
Built  of  Bethei'sden  luarble — a  dark  bhiish  grey. 
The  figure,  a  tine  one  of  pure  alabaster, 
^me  cleanly  churchwarden  has  cover'd  with  plaster; 

While  some  Vandal  or  Jew, 

With  a  taste  for  viriu. 
Has  knock'd  off  his  toes,  to  place,  I  suppose, 
In  some  Pickwick  Museum,  with  part  of  his  nose; 

From  his  belt  and  his  sword 

And  his  miwricorde 
Tlie  enaroel's  been  chipp'd  out,  and  never  restored ; 
His  ci-git  in  old  French  is  inscribed  all  around, 
And  his  head  's  in  hin  helm,  and  his  heel 's  on  his  houud 
The  palms  of  his  hands,  as  if  going  to  pray, 
Are  joined  and  upraised  o'er  his  bosom — But  stay  I 
I  forgot  that  his  tomb  *8  not  described  in  the  Play. 

***** 
Lady  Arundel,  now  in  her  own  right  a  Peeress^ 
Perplexes  her  noddle  with  no  such  nice  queries, 
But  produces  in  time,  to  her  husband's  great  joy, 
Another  remarkably  '*fine  little  boy." 

As  novel  connections 

Oft  change  the  affections, 
And  turn  all  one's  love  into  different  directions^ 
Now  to  young  "Johnny  Xewcome  "  she  seems  to  ooniinc  horn, 
Neglecting  the  poor  little  deir  out  at  dry-nurse ; 

Nay,  far  worse  tlian  that) 

She  considers  **  the  brat " 
Ab  a  bore — fears  her  husband  may  smell  out  a  rat 

For  her  legal  adviser 

She  takes  an  old  Miser, 
A  aort  of  "  poor  cousin.**    She  might  have  been  wia«  2 

For  this  arrant  deceiver. 

By  name  Maurice  Beevor, 
A  ahocking  old  scamp,  should  her  own  issue  fail, 
Bf  tJie  law  of  the  land  stands  the  next  in  entail ; 
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So,  as  soon  as  she  ask'd  him  to  hit  on  some  plan 

To  provide  for  her  eldest,  away  the  rogue  ran 

To  that  self-same  unprioeipled  sea-fariug  man ; 

In  his  ear  whisi)er'd  low  ♦** — "  Biilly  Gau88en**said  *  Done  I— 

1  Burked  the  papa,  now  Fll  Bishop  the  son !  ** 

Twas  agreed ;  and,  with  speed 

To  accomplish  tlie  deed. 
He  Adopted  a  scheme  he  was  sure  would  succeed. 

By  long  cock-and-bull  stories 

Of  Candish  and  Norcjs, 
Of  Drake,  and  bold  Raleigh,  (then  fresh  in  his  glorie\ 
Acquired  'roongst  the  Indians,  and  Ilapparee  Tories^) 

He  so  worked  on  the  lad. 

That  he  left^  which  was  bad, 
The  only  true  friend  in  tlie  world  that  he  had. 
Father  Onslow,  a  priest,  though  to  quit  him  most  lotb. 
Who  in  childhood  had  furnish'd  his  pnp  and  his  brotb, 
At  no  small  risk  of  scandal,  invleed,  to  his  cloth. 

The  kidnapping  crimp 

Took  the  foolish  young  imp 
On  board  of  his  cutter  so  ti'im  and  so  jimp, 
Then,  seizing  him  just  as  you*d  handle  a  shrimp, 
Twirrd  him  thrice  in  the  air  with  a  whirligig  motion 
And  soused  him  at  once  neck  and  heels  in  the  ocean ; 

This  was  off  Plyinoutli  Sound, 

And  he  must  have  been  drown*d. 
For  'twos  nonsense  to  think  he  could  swim  to  dry  ground. 

If  "  A  very  great  Warman, 

Caird  Billy  the  Norman," 
Had  not  just  at  that  moment  sail'd  by,  outward  bound. 

A  shark  of  great  size. 

With  his  great  glassy  eyes, 
Sheered  off  as  he  came,  and  relinquished  the  priae ; 
So  he  pick'd   up  the  lad,*  swabbed  and  dry-rubb*d,  anO 

nioppM  him. 
And,  huvinz  no  children,  resolved  to  adopt  him. 

*  An  tacMent  very  Itke  one  In  Jack  Shepard^ 
A  work  some  have  lauded,  and  dtben  have  pepp«r*d~ 
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Fal]  many  a  jear 

Did  he  hand,  ree^  and  «teer. 
And  by  no  means  considered  himself  as  small  beer. 
When  old  Norman  at  length  died  and  left  him  his'frigat^ 
With  loto  of  pistoles  in  his  cofFer  to  rig  it 

A  sailor  ne'er  moans ; 

So,  consigning  the  bones 
Of  his  friend  to  the  locker  of  one  Mr.  Jones^ 

For  England  he  steers. — 

On  the  voyage  it  appears 
That  he  rescued  a  maid  from  the  Dey  of  Algiers; 
And  at  length  reach'd  the  Sussex  coast,  where  in'a  bay 
Not  a  great  way  from  Brighton,  most  cosey-ly  lay 
His  vessel  at  anchor,  the  very  same  day 
That  the  Poet  begins,— thus  commencing  his  play: 

ACT  L 

Giles  OauBsen  accosts  old  Sir  Maurice  de  Beevor, 
And  puts  the  poor  Knight  in  a  deuce  of  a  fever, 
By  saying  the  boy,  whom  he  took  out  to  please  him. 

Is  come  back  a  Captain  on  purpose  to  tease  him, 

Sir  Maurice,  who  gladly  would  see  Mr.  Gaussen 
Breaking  stones  on  the  highway,  or  sweeping  a  crossing 
Dissembles— observes,  It*s  of  no  use  to  fret,— 
And  hints  he  may  find  some  more  work  for  him  yet ; 
l!hen  calls  at  the  castle,  and  tells  Lady  A. 
That  the  boy  they  had  ten  years  ago  sent  away 
Is  returned  a  grown  man,  and,  to  come  to  the  i)oint» 
Will  put  her  son  Percy's  nose  clean  out  of  joint ; 
But  addsi  that  herself  she  no  longer  need  vex, 
If  shell  buy  him  (Sir  Maurice)  a  farm  near  the  Ex. 

Where  a  Dutch  pirate  kidnaps,  and  tosses  Thames  DarreU 
jQst  so  in  the  sea,  and  he's  saved  by  a  barrel- 
On  the  coast,  If  I  recollect  rightly,  ifa  flung  whole, 
And  the  hero,  half-drown'd,  scramhles  out  of  the  bang^holo. 
[Ualntno  slch  thing!— the  hem  aint  bung'd  in  no  harrel  at  all.— He^ 
plekwl  up  by  a  Captain,  Just  as  Norman  was  arterwoMf^PRMT.  Drv.] 
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•*0h !  take  it,**  she  cries ;  "but  secure  every  document" 
"A  bargain/*    says  Maurice, — "i Deluding  the   stock    yoa 
meant  ? " — 

TIic  Captain,  meanwhile^ 
"With  a  lover-like  smile, 
And  a  fine  cambric  handkerchief,  wipes  off  the  teon 
From  Miss  Violet's  eyelafih,  and  hudhe«  her  fearai 
(That's  the  Lady  he  saved  from  the  Dey  of  Algiers) 
Now  arises  a  delicate  point,  and  this  is  it — 
The  young  lady  herself  is  but  down  on  a  visit 
She's  perplex'd ;  and,  in  fact» 
Does  not  know  how  to  act 
It's  her  very  first  visit — and  then  to  begin 
By  asking  a  stranger — a  gentleman,  in — 
One  with  moustaches  too — and  a  tuft  on  his  chin- 
She  "  really  don't  know — 
He  had  much  better  go," — 
Here  the  Countess  steps  in  from  behind,  and  says  "Not—* 
Fair  sir,  you  are  welcome.    Do,  pray,  stop  and  dine— 
You  wUl  take  our  pot-luck — and  we've  decentish  win^u** 
He  bow^  looks  at  Miss^ — and  he  does  not  decline. 


ACT  n. 
Afier  dinner  the  Captain  recounts,  with  much  glee, 
All  he's  heard,  seen,  and  done  since  he  first  went  to  ma^ 

All  his  perils  and  scrapes, 

And  his  hair-breadth  escape^ 
Talks  of  boa-constrictors,  and  lions,  and  apea, 
And  fierce  "  Bengal  tigers,"  like  that  which,  yon  know. 
M  you've  ever  seen  any  respectable  "  Show," 
"  Carried  off  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Munro." 
Then,  diverging  a  while,  he  adverts  to  the  mystery 
Which  hangs,  like  a  cloud,  o'er  his  own  private  history- 
How  he  ran  off  to  sea — how  tliey  set  him  afloat, 
(Not  a  word,  though,  of  barrel  or  bung-hole — See  NU$) 

— How  he  hnppen'd  to  meet 

With  the  Algerine  fleet 
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And  forced  them,  by  sheer  dint  of  arms,  to  reireat» 

Thtw  saving  his  Violet — (One  of  his  feet 

Here  just  touched  her  toe,  and  slie  moved  on  her  seat,)-* 

How  his  vessel  was  batter'd — 

In  short,  lie  so  ohatter'd. 
Now  livelj,  now  serious,  so  ogled  and  flattered. 
That  the  ladies  much  marveird  a  person  should  be  able 
To  **  make  himself"  both  said,  *' so  very  agreeable." 


Captain  ITorman's  adventures  were  scarcely  half  done 
When  Percy,  Lord  Ashdale,  her  ladyship's  son, 

In  a  terrible  fume, 

Bounces  into  the  room, 
And  talks  to  his  guest  as  you  talked  to  your  groom. 
Claps  his  hands  on  his  rapier,  and  swears  lieUl  be  tlirough 

him — 
The  Caotain  does  notliing  at  all  but  "pooh!  pooh! "  him.— 

Unable  to  smother 

His  hate  of  his  brother, 
He  rails  at  his  cousin,  and  blows  up  his  mother. — 
•Fie I  fie !  "  says  the  first— Says  the  latter,  " In  sooth, 
This  is  sharper  by  far  tlian  a  keen  serpent's  tooth !  *' 
(A  remark,  by  Uie  way,  which  King  Lear  had  made  years 

*go, 
When  he  ask'd  for  his  Knights,  and  his  Daughter  said, 
«Here'8agoI">— 

This  made  Ashdale  ashamed ; 

But  he  must  not  be  blamed    ^ 
Too  much  for  his  warmth,  for,  like  many  young  fellows^  ha 
Was  apt  to  lose  temper  when  tortur'd  by  jealousy. 

Still  speaking  quite  grufl^ 

He  goes  off  in  a  huff ; 
Lady  A.,  who  is  now  what  some  call  "up  to  snuff,** 

Straight  determines  to  patch 

Up  a  clandestine  match 
Between  the  Sea-Captain  she  dreads  like  Old  Scratch, 
And  Misfl^ — whom  she  does  not  tiiiuk  any  great  eatch 
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For  ABhdale ; — ^besides^  he  won't  kick  up  such  shiodiw 
Were  she  once  fairly  married  and  off  to  the  Indies. 

AOT  ni. 
Miss  Violet  takes  from  the  Countess  her  tone ; 
She  agrees  to  meet  Norman  "  by  moonlight  alone^" 
And  slip  off  to  his  bark, 
"  The  night  being  dark," 
Though  *'  the  moon,"  the  Sea-Captain  says^  naea  in  Hmt6B 
'  One  hour  before  midnight^"  t.  «;  at  eleven. 
From  which  speech  I  infer, 
— ^Though  perhaps  I  may  err— 
That,  though  weatherwise,  doubtless^  midst  sorget  and  surf 

he 
When  "capering  on  shore**  was  by  no  means  a  Hnrphy 

He  starts  oft,  however,  at  sonseti  to  reach 

An  old  chapel  in  ruins,  that  stands  on  tlie  beach, 

Wliere  the  Priest  is  to  bring,  as  he's  promised  by  lettw,  * 

Paper  to  prove  his  name,  **  birthright^"  Aa 

Being  ratlier  too  late, 

Oaussen,  lying  in  wait^ 
Gives  poor  Fatlier  Onslow  a  knock  on  the  pat«^ 
But  bolts,  seeing  Norman,  before  he  had  wrested 
From  the  hand  of  the  Priest,  ns  Sir  Maurice  requested. 
Tlie  marriage  certificate  duly  attested.^ 
Noiinan  kneels  by  the  clergyman  fainting  and  goiy, 
And  begs  he  won't  die  till  he's  told  him  his  stoir. 

Thc^ather  complies^ 

Re-opens  his  eyes, 
And  tells  him  all  how  and  about  it — and  dieal 


Norman,  now  callM  Le  Mesnll,  instructed  of  ill, 
Goes  back,  though  it's  getting  quite  late  for  a  call. 
Hangs  his  hat  and  his  cloak  on  a  peg  in  the  hall. 
And  tells  the  proud  Countess  it's  useless  to  wiothcr 
The  fact  any  longer— he  knows  i^he's  his  M^^herl 
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His  Pft*8  wedded  Spouse,— 

She  questions  his  vavf, 
Aiid  threftteiM  to  have  htm  turn'd  oat  of  the  hoiue.'— 

He  still  perseveres, 

Till  in  spite  of  her  fears, 
She  admits  he's  the  son  she  had  cast  oif  for  year^ 
And  he  gives  her  the  papers  all  "  blister'd  with  tear^^" 
When  Ashdale,  who  chances  his  nose  in  to  poke 

Takes  his  hat  and  his  cloak, 

Just  as  if  in  a  joke,  ' 

I>etermined  to  put  in  his  wheel  a  new  spoke. 
And  slips  off  thus  disguised,  when  he  sees  by  the  dial  U 
's  time  for  Uie  rendcsvous  fixed  with  Miss  Violet*- 
— Captain  Norman,  who,  after  all,  feels  rather  sore 
At  his  mother's  reserve,  vows  to  see  her  no  more^ 
Rings  the  bell  for  the  servant  to  open  the  door. 
And  leaves  his  Mamma  in  a  fit  on  the  floor. 


Now  comes  the  catastrophe  I — ^Ashdale^  who's  wrapt  in 
The  cloak,  with  the  hat  and  the  plume  of  the  Captain, 
Leads  Violet  down  tlirough  the  grounds  to  the  chapel 
Where  Gaussen's  conceal'd — he  springs  forward  to  grapple 
The  man  he's  erroneously  led  to  suppose 
Captain  Norman  himself,  by  the  cut  of  his  dothea. 

In  the  midst  of  their  strife 

And  just  as  tlie  knife 
Of  the  Pirate  is  raised  to  deprive  him  of  life. 
The  Captain  comes  forward,  drawn  there  by  the  squcaU 
Of  the  Lady,  and,  knocking  Giles  head  over  heeU^ 

Fractures  his  "  nob," 

Saves  the  hangman  a  job^ 
Aiid  executes  justice  most  strictly,  the  rather, 
Twas  the  spot  where  tliat  rascal  had  murder'd  his  faihtf. 

Then  in  comes  the  mother, 

Who  finding  one  brother 
Had  tha  instant  before  saved  the  life  of  the  other 
13* 
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Explains  the  whole  case. 

Ashdale  puts  a  good  fa^se 
r     On  the  matter ;  and,  since  he*s  obliged  to  give  plaec^ 
Yields  his  coronet  up  with  a  pretty  good  grace ; 
Norman  vows  he  won't  have  it — ^the  kinsmen  embraoe.— 
And  the  Captain,  the  first  in  this  generous  raoe^ 

To  remove  everj  handle 

For  gossip  and  scandal, 
Bets  the  whole  of  the  papers  alight  with  the  eandle ; 
An  arrangement  takes  place— on  the  verj  same  nighty  all 
Is  settled  and  done,  and  the  ooints  the  most  vital 
Are,  K.  takes  the  personals ; — ^A.,  in  requital. 
Keeps  the  whole  real  property,  Mansion,  and  Title.^- 
V.  falls  to  the  share  of  the  Captain,  and  tries  a 
Sea-voyage,  as  a  Bride,  in  the  '*  Royal  Eliza." 
Both  are  pleased  with  the  part  they  acquire  as  joint  heir^ 
And  old  Maurice  Beevor  is  bundled  down  stairs  I 


The  public^  perhaps,  with  the  drama  might  qnairel 
If  deprived  of  all  epilogue,  prologue,  and  moral ; 
This  may  serve  for  all  three  then  :*- 

**  Young  Ladies  of  proputy, 
Let  Lady  A*s  history  serve  as  a  stopper  t*ye ; 
Don't  wed  with  low  people  beneath  your  degree, 
And  if  you've  a  baby,  don't  send  it  to  sea! 

"Young  XoblemenI  shun  every  thing  like  a  brawl ; 
And  be  sure  when  you  dine  out^  or  go  to  a  ball. 
Don't  take  the  best  hat  that  you  find  in  the  hall, 
And  leave  one  m  its  stead  that's  worth  notliing  at  all  I 

•Old  Knights,  don't  g^ive  bribes! — aboveall,  never  urjfe  a  man 
To  steal  people's  things,  or  to  stick  an  old  Clergyman* 

"And  jc%  j%  Seft-CaptainsI  who've  nothing  to  do 
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But  to  run  round  the  world,  tigtit,  and  drink  till  iill's  blue, 

And  tell  us  tough  yarns,  and  then  swear  they  are  true^ 

Reflect,  notwithstanding  your  sea-faring  life. 

That  you  can't  get  on  well  long,  without  youVe  a  wife; 

So  get  one  at  once,  treat  her  kindly  and  gently, 

Write  a  Nautical  norel, — taal  send  it  to  Bentlaj  * 
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Ii  has  been  already  hinted  that  Mr.  Peters  had  been  a 
•*  traveller  "  in  his  day.  The  only  story  which  his  lady 
would  ever  allow  "  her  P."  to  finish — he  began  as  many 
as  would  furnish  an  additional  volume  to  the  "  Thou- 
sand and  One  Nights  " — is  the  last  I  shall  oflfer.  The 
subject,  I  fear  me,  is  not  over  new,  but  will  remind  my 
fnends 

**0r  HiQelhiDg  better  thej  hftre  nen  I 
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THE   BAOMAn's   dog. 
Slant  littore  Puppies  ^-Yncift. 

It  was  a  litter,  a  litter  of  five, 

Four  are  drowned  and  one  left  alive, 

He  was  thought  worthy  alone  to  survive ; 

And  the  Bagtnan  resolved  upon  bringing  him  ug^ 

To  eat  of  his  bread,  and  to  drink  of  his  cup^ 

He  was  such  a  dear  little  cock-tail'd  pupl 

The  Bagman  taught  him  many  a  trick ; 

He  would  carry,  and  fetch,  and  run  after  a  atie^ 

Could  well  understand 

The  word  of  command. 

And  appear  to  doze 

With  a  crust  on  his  nose 
mi  the  Bagman  permissively  waved  his  hand : 
llien  to  throw  up  and  catch  it  he  never  would  ftil^ 
As  ho  sat  up  on  end,  on  his  little  cock-tail. 
Never  was  puppy  so  bien  instruitt 
Or  possessed  of  such  natural  talent  as  he ; 

And  as  he  grew  older, 

Every  beholder 
Agreed  he  grew  handsomer,  sleeker,  and  bolder.-* 

Time,  however  his  wheels  we  may  clog. 

Wends  steadily  still  with  onward  jog, 

And  the  cock'd-tail'd  puppy's  a  curly-taiFd  dog' 
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When,  jast  at  the  time 

He  was  reaching  his  prime^ 
And  all  thought  he'd  be  turning  out  something  sahltni^ 

One  unlucky  day. 

How,  no  one  could  say, 
Whether  some  iH^lt  Itaiton  induced  him  to  stray, 
Or  some  kidnapping  vagabond  coax'd  hliki  bway. 

He  was  lost  to  the  yiew, 

like  the  morning  dew ; — 
He  had  been,  and  was  not — that's  all  that  they  knew  I 
And  the  Bagman  storm'd,  and  the  Bagman  swore 
As  never  a  Bagman  had  sworn  before ; 
But  storming  or  swearing  but  little  avails 
To  recover  lost  dogs  with  great  curly  tailsi — 

lu  a  large  paved  court,  close  by  BiUiter  Square, 
Stands  a  mansion,  old,  but  in  thorough  repair. 
The  only  thing  strange,  from  the  general  air 
Of  its  size  and  appearance,  is  how  it  got  there ; 
In  front  is  a  short  semicircular  stair 

Of  stone  steps, — some  half  score, — 

Then  yon  reach  the  ground  floor, 
With  a  shell-pattern'd  architrave  over  the  door. 
It  is  spacious,  and  seems  to  be  built  on  the  plan 
Of  a  Oentleman's  house  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Axme; 

Which  is  odd,  for,  although, 

As  we  very  well  know. 
Under  Todors  and  Stuarts  the  City  could  show 
Many  Noblemen's  seats  above  Bridge  and  below, 
Tet  that  fashion  soon  after  induced  them  to  go 
From  St  Michael  Comhill,  and  St  Mary-le-Bow, 
To  St  James,  and  St  George,  and  St  Anne  in  Soha-« 
Be  this  as  it  may, — at  the  date  I  assign 
To  my  tale, — ^that's  about  Seventeen  Sixty  Nine,— 
This  mansion,  now  rather  upon  the  decline, 
Had  less  dignified  ownerst — ^belonging  in  fine. 
To  Turner,  Dry,  Weipersyde,  Rogers,  and  Pyne— 
A  respeotoble  House  in  the  Manchester  lin& 
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There  were  a  score 

Of  Bagraen,  and  more^ 
Who  had  trayell'd  full  oft  for  the  firm  before ; 
But  just  at  this  period  they  Vanted  to  send 
Some  person  on  whom  tiiey  could  atiMy  depend-* 
A  trustworthy  bodj,  half  agents  half  friend-— 
On  some  mercantile  matter  as  far  as  Ostend ; 
And  the  person  they  pitch'd  on  was  Anthony  Blogg^ 
A  graye,  steady  man,  not  addicted  to  grog; — 
The  Bagman,  in  shorty  who  had  lost  this  great  dogi 
*  *  *  •  * 

"  The  Sea  I  the  Sea  I  the  open  Sea  1— 
That  is  the  place  where  we  all  wish  to  be^ 
Rolling  about  on  it  merrily  I " — 

So  all  sing  and  say 

By  night  and  by  day. 
In  the  boudoir,  the  street^  at  the  concert)  and  play, 
In  a  sort  of  oozcombicnl  roundelay  ;— 
Tou  may  roam  through  the  City,  transrersely  or  straigb^ 
From  Whitechapel  turnpike  to  Cumberland  gate, 
And  every  young  Lady  who  thrums  a  guitar, 
EVry  mustachio'd  Shopman  who  smokes  a  cigar, 

With  affected  devotion. 

Promulgates  his  notion, 
Of  being  a  " Rover"  and  "child  of  the  Ocean  "— 
Whatever  their  age,  sex,  or  condition  may  be^ 
They  all  of  them  long  for  the  **  Widc^  Wide  Sea  1  * 

But  however  tlioy  dote, 

Only  set  them  afloat 
In  any  eraft  bi^er  at  all  than  a  boat. 

Take  them  down  to  the  Nore^ 

And  you'll  see  that,  before 
The  ^  Wesael  **  they  **  Woyage  "  in  has  made  half  her  way 
Between  Shell-NesB  Point  and  the  pier  at  Heme  Bay, 
Let  the  wind  meet  the  tide  in  the  slightest  degree 
They'll  be  all  of  them  heartily  sick  of  **  the  Sea  I  " 
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Vre  stood  in  Margate,  on  a  bridge  of  size 
Inferior  far  to  that  described  by  Byron, 

Where  "  palaces  and  prisons  on  each  hand  rise»— ** 
— ^That  too's  a  stone  one,  this  is  made  of  iron — 
'  And  little  donkey-boys  your  steps  environ. 

Each  proffering  for  your  choice  his  tiny  hack, 
Vaunting  its  excellenoe ;  and,  should  you  hire  one^ 

For  sixpence^  will  he  urge,  with  frequent  Uiwack, 

The  much-enduring  beast  to  Buenos  Ayres — and  baok. 


And  there,  on  many  a  raw  and  gusty  day, 

IVe  stood,  and  turn*d  my  gaze  upon  the  pier, 
And  seen  the  crews»  that  did  embark  so  gay 

That  self  same  morn,  now  disembark  so  queer ; 

Hien  to  myself  IVe  sigh'd  and  said,  "Oh  dearl 
Who  would  believe  yon  sickly-looking  man's  a 

London  Jack  Tar, — ^a  Cheapside  Buccaneer  I — -* 
But  hold,  my  Muse  I — ^for  this  terrific  stanza 
Is  all  too  stiffly  grand  for  our  Extravaganza. 

*  *  «  *  * 

"So  now  well  go  up,  up,  up. 

And  now  we'll  go  down,  down,  down, 
And  now  we'll  go  backwards  and  forwards^ 

And  now  we'll  go  roun*,  roun',  roun*." — 
—I  hope  you've  sufficient  discernment  to  see^ 
Gentle  Reader,  that  here  the  discarding  the  d 
Is  a  fault  which  you  must  not  attribute  to  me ; 
Thus  my  Nurse  cut  it  off,  when,  "  with  counterfeit  gle«^" 
8he  sung,  as  she  danced  me  about  on  her  knee. 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  three  :— 
All  I  mean  to  say  is^  that  the  Muse  is  now  free 
From  the  self-imposed  trammels  put  on  by  her  betters^ 
And  no  longer  like  Filch,  midst  the  felons  and  debtors 
At  Drury  Lane,  dances  her  hornpipe  in  fetterSb 
Resuming  her  track, 
At  once  she  goes  back 
To  our  hero^  the  Bagman — Alas  I  and  Alook  f 
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Poor  Authonj  Blogg 

Is  as  sick  as  a  dog, 
Spite  of  sundry  unwonted  potations  of  grog, 
Bjr  the  time  the  Dutch  packet  is  fairlj  at  sea, 
With  the  sands  called  the  Goodwin  s  a  league  on  her  \^%, 

And  now,  my  good  friends,  I've  a  fine  opportunity 
To  obfuscate  you  all  by  sea  terms  with  impunity. 

And  talking  of  '*  caulking," 

And  "  quarfer-deck  walking," 

"Fore  and  aft," 

And  "abaft^" 
••Hookers,"  "barkeys,"  and  "craft," 
(At  which  Mr.  Poole  has  bo  wickedly  laught,) 
Of  binnacles, — bilboes, — the  boom  call'd  the  spanker,— 
The  best  bower  cable, — the  jib, — and  sheet  anchor ; 
Of  lower-deck  guns, — ^and  of  broadsides  and  chases^ 
Of  taffrails  and  topsails,  and  splicing  main-braces. 
And  "  Shiver  my  timbers  I  "  and  other  odd  phrases 
Employ'd  by  old  pilots  with  hard-featured  faces ; — 
Of  the  expletives  seafaring  Gentlemen  use, 
The  allusions  they  make  to  the  eyes  of  their  crews ; 

How  the  Sailors,  too,  swear, 

IIow  they  cherish  their  hair. 
And  what  very  long  pigtails  a  great  many  wear. — 
But,  Reader,  I  scorn  it — the  fact  is,  1  fear, 
To  be  candid,  I  can't  make  these  matters  so  clear 
Aa  Marryat,  or  Cooper,  or  Captain  Chamier, 
Or  Sir  E.  Lytton  Bulwer,  who  brought  up  the  rear 
Of  the  *'Nautica]8,"  just  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Eighteen  thirty-nine— {how  Time  flies ! — Oh,  dear  I)— 
With  a  well  written  preface  to  make  it  appear 
That  his  play,  the  "  Sea-Captain,"  's  by  no  means  small  beer 
There  I — "  brought  up  the  rear  " — ^you  see  there's  a  mistake 
Which  none  of  the  authors  I've  mentioned  would  make, 
I  ought  to  have  said,  that  he  "  sail'd  in  their  wake."— 
So  ril  merely  observe,  as  the  water  grew  rougher 
The  more  my  poor  hero  continued  to  suffer. 
Till  the  Sailors  themselves  cried,  in  pity-  "Poor  Buffer  t"* 
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Still  rougher  it  grew, 

And  still  harder  it  blew, 
Aiid  the  thunder  kick'd  up  such  a  halliballoo. 
That  even  the  Skipper  began  to  look  blue ; 

While  the  crew,  who  were  few, 

Look'd  very  queer,  too, 
And  seem'd  not  to  know  what  exactly  to  do, 
And  they  who'd  the  charge  of  them  wrote  in  the  log«, 
"Wind  N.  E. — blows  a  hurricane — rains  cat«  and  dtiga." 
Id  short  it  soon  grew  to  a  tempest  as  rude  as 
That  Shakspeare  describes  near  the  "still  Text  Bermudaa,"* 

When  the  winds,  in  their  sport, 

Drove  aside  from  its  port 
The  King's  ship,  with  the  whole  Neapolitan  Court, 
And  swainp'd  it  to  give  "the  King's  Son,  Ferdinand,"  a 
Soft  moment  or  two  with  the  Lady  Miranda, 
"While  her  Pa  met  the  rest,  and  severely  rebuked  'em 
For  unhandsomely  doing  him  out  of  his  Dukedom. 
You  don't  want  me,  however,  to  paint  you  a  St-orm, 
As  so  many  have  done,  and  in  colours  so  warm ; 
Lord  Byron,  for  instance,  in  manner  facetious, 
Mr.  Aiusworth  more  gravely, — see  also  Lucretiua, 
— A  writer  who  gave  me  no  trifling  vexation 
When  a  youngster  at  school  on  Dean  Colet's  foundatioa  -« 

Suffice  it  to  say 

Tliat  the  whole  of  that  day, 
And  the  next,  and  the  next,  they  were  scudding  away 

Quite  out  of  their  course^ 

Propeird  by  the  force 
Of  those  flatulent  folks  known  in  Classical  story  as 
Aquilo,  Libs,  Notue,  Auster,  and  Boreas, 

Driven  quite  at  their  mercy 

*Twixt  Guernsey  and  Jersey, 
Till  at  length  they  came  bump  ou  the  rocks    and   Ha 

shallows 
In  West  longitude,  One,  fifty-seven,  near  St  Maloes ; 

*  Sf«  Appemlix. 
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There  jou  will  not  be  surprised 

That  the  vessel  capsized. 
Or  that  blo^g,  who  had  made,  from  intestine  eoinmotioii% 
His  Bjiecifical  gravity  less  than  the  Ocean's^ 

Should  go  floating  away, 

Midst  the  surges  and  spray, 
Like  a  cork  in  a  gutter,  which,  swoln  by  a  shower. 
Runs  down  llolborn-hill  about  nine  knots  an  hour. 

You've  seen,  I*ve  no  doubt,  at  Bartholomew  fair, 
Gentle  Reader, — ^that  ia,  if  you've  ever  been  there,— 
With  their  hands  tied  behind  them,  some  two  or  three  pair 
Of  boys  round  a  bucket  set  up  on  a  chair, 

Skipping,  and  dipping 

Eyes,  nose,  chin,  and  lip  in, 
Their  faces  and  hair  with  the  water  all  dripping, 
In  an  anxious  attempt  to  catch  hold  of  a  pippin. 
That  bobs  up  and  down  in  the  water  whenever 
They  touch  it,  as  mocking  the  fruitless  endeavour ; 
Exactly  as  Poets  say, — ^liow,  though,  they  can't  tell  ua^'— 
Old  Nick*8  Nonpareils  play  at  bob  with  poor  Tantalus. 

— Stay  I — Vm  not  clear. 

But  Vm  rather  out  here ; 
Twas  the  water  itself  that  slijip'd  from  him,  I  f«.Ar ; 
Faith,  I  ean't  recollect — and  I  haven't  Lempriere. — 
No  matter, — poor  Blogg  went  on  ducking  and  bobbing; 
Sneezing  out  the  salt-water,  and  gulping  and  sobbing 
Just  as  Clarence,  in  Shakspeare,  describes  all  the  qualms  he 
Experienced  while  dreaming  they'd  drown'd  him  in  Malmsey 

••  0  Lord,"  he  thought^  "  what  pain  it  was  to  drown  I " 
And  saw  great  fishes  with  great  goggling  eyea^ 

Glaring  as  he  was  bobbing  up  and  down. 
And  looking  as  they  thought  him  quite  a  prize ; 

When,  as  he  sank,  and  all  was  growing  darl^ 

A  Bometliing  seized  him  witli  its  jaws  t — ^A  shark  f— > 

Ko  Buch  thing.  Reader  : — most  opportunely  for  Blog^ 
Tm  as  a  very  large,  web-footed,  curly-tail'd  Dog 

•  •  •  •  • 
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Pm  not  much  of  a  traveller,  and  really  can't  boast 
Tliat  I  know  a  ^reat  deal  of  the  Brittany  coaat^ 

But  I've  often  heard  say 

That  oVn  to  this  day. 
The  people  of  Granville,  St  Maloes,  and  thereabout 
Are  a  class  that  society  doesn't  much  care  about ; 
Men  who  gain  their  subsistence  by  contraband  dealing 
And  a  mode  of  abstraction  strict  people  call  "  stealing ;" 
Kotwitlistanding  all  which,  they  are  civil  of  speech, 
Above  all  to  a  stranger  who  comes  within  reach  ; 

And  they  were  so  to  Blogg, 

Wh»?Q  the  curly-tail'd  Dog 
At  last  dragged  him  out,  high  and  dry  on  the  beach. 

But  we  all  have  been  told, 

By  the  proverb  of  old, 
By  no  means  to  think  '*  all  that  glitters  is  gold ;" 

And,  in  fact,  some  advance 

Tliat  most  people  in  France 
Join  the  manners  and  air  of  a  Maitre  de  Vanse, 
To  the  morals — (as  Johnson  of  Chesterfield  said^ 
Of  an  elderly  Lady,  in  Babylon  bred, 
Mach  addicted  to  flirting,  and  dressing  in  red.~- 

Be  this  as  it  might 

It  embarrassed  Blogg  quite 
To  find  those  about  him  so  very  polite. 

A  suspicious  observer  perhaps  might  have  traced 
The  pditfs  soins,  tendcrM  with  so  much  good  taste. 
To  the  sight  of  an  old-fashioned  pocket-book,  placed 
In  a  black  leather  belt  well  secured  round  his  waist 
And  a  ring  set  with  diamonds,  his  finger  that  graced. 
So  brilliant,  no  one  could  have  guess'd  they  were  pasta 

Tlie  group  on  the  shore 

Consisted  of  four ; 
You  will  wonder,  perhaps,  there  were  not  a  few  more  5 
But  the  fact  is  they  Ve  not,  in  that  pai*t  of  the  nation. 
What  Malthus  would  term,  a  **  too  dense  ix)pulation." 
Indeed  the  sole  sign  there  of  man's  habitntinn 
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Was  merely  a  single 

Rudt  hiit^  in  a  dingle 
Tbat  led  away  inland  direct  from  the  shingle. 
Its  sides  clothed  with  underwood,  gloorny  and  dark, 
Some  two  hundred  yards  above  high-water  mark; 

And  thither  the  party, 

So  cordial  and  hearty, 
YiZi  an  old  man,  his  wife,  and  two  lads  made  a  starts  ho 

The  Bagman  proceeding. 

With  equal  good  breeding. 
To  express^  in  indifferent  French,  all  he  feels, 
The  great  curly-tail'd  Dog  keeping  close  to  his  heels. — 
They  soon  reached  the  hut,  which  seem'd  partly  in  ruin. 
All  the  way  bowing,  chattering,  shrugging,  Mim-Dieu-iu^ 
Grimacing  and  what  sailors  call  parley-vooing. 
***** 
Is  it  Paris»  or  Kitchener,  Reader,  exhorts 
You,  whenever  your  stomach's  at  all  out  of  sorts, 
To  try,  if  you  find  richer  viands  won't  stop  in  it, 
A  basin  of  good  mutton  brotli  with  a  chop  in  it  f 
(Such  a  basin  and  chop  as  I  once  heard  a  witty  one 
Call,  at  the  Garrick,  "  a  c^^  Committee  one," 
An  expression,  I  own,  I  do  not  tliink  a  pretty  one,) 

However,  it's  clear 

Tliat>  with  sound  table  beer. 
Such  a  mess  as  I  speak  off  is  very  good  cheer ; 

Especially  too 

When  a  person's  wet  th»'ongh, 
And  is  hungry,  and  tired,  and  don't  know  what  to  da 
Kow  just  such  a  mess  of  delicious  hot  pottage 
Was  smoking  away  when  they  entcr'd  the  cottage. 
And  casting  a  truly  delicious  perfume 
Through  tlie  whole  of  an  ugly,  old,  ill-furnish'd  room ; 
"  Hot,  smoking  hot>" 

On  the  fire  was  a  jH)t 
Well  replenish'd,  but  really  I  can't  say  with  what; 
For,  famed  as  Die  French  always  arc  for  ragouts. 
No  creature  can  tell  what  they  put  in  their  stewa. 
Whether  buU-frogs»  old  gloves,  or  old  wigs,  or  old  il-o^j 
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NotwithstAnding,  when  offer'd  I  rarely  refuse, 
Any  more  than  poor  Blo^  did,  when,  seeing  the  reeky 
Repast  placed  before  him,  scarce  able  to  s[>eak,  he 
In  ecstasy  mutter'd  "Hy  Jove,  Cocky-leeky  I " 

In  an  instant,  as  soon 

As  tliey  gave  him  a  spoon, 
Eyery  feeling  and  factdty  bent  on  the  gruel,  he 
Xo  more  blamed  Fortune  for  treating  him  cruelly. 
But  fell  tooth  and  nail  on  the  soup  and  the  bomUL 

•  *  *  •  • 

Meanwhile  that  old  man  standing  by, 
Sul)ducted  his  long  coat-tails  on  higli. 
With  his  back  to  the  fire,  as  if  to  dry 
A  part  of  his  drtjsa  which  the  watery  sky 
Had  yisited  rather  incloracutly. — 
Blandly  he  smil'd,  but  still  he  lookM  sly. 
And  a  something  sinister  lurk'd  in  his  eye. 
Indeed,  had  you  seen  him  his  maritime  dress  in, 
Youd  have  own'd  his  appearance  was  not  prepoaseising ; 
IIe*d  a  "  dreadnought  **  coat,  and  heavy  mboU 
With  thick  wooden  soles  turnM  up  at  the  toes, 
Uis  nether  man  cased  in  a  striped  quelqtie  chote^ 
And  a  hump  on  his  back,  and  a  great  hookM  nose. 
So  that  nine  out  of  ten  would  be  led  to  8U))po8e 
That  tiie  person  before  them  was  Puncii  i:i  plain  clothet. 

Yet  still,  as  I  told  you,  he  smiled  on  all  pres-^nt. 
And  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  look  pleasant 

The  ohl  woman,  too. 

Made  a  mighty  ado, 
Helping  her  guest  to  a  deal  of  the  stew; 
She  fish*d  up  the  meat,  and  she  help'd  him  to  that^ 
She  help'd  him  to  lean,  and  she  hel])'d  him  to  fat. 
And  it  look'd  like  Hare — but  it  might  have  been  Cat 

The  little  garcons,  too,  strove  to  express 

Their  sympathy  towards  the  "  Child  of  distress  " 

With  a  great  deal  of  juvenile  French  jtolUeutt; 
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But  the  Bagman  bluff 

Continued  to  **  BtuflF" 
Of  the  fait  and  the  lean,  and  the  tender  and  tough. 
Till  they  thought  he  would  never  cry  "Hold,  enough  I* 
And  the  old  woman's  tones  bccauie  far  less  agreeabl<^ 
Sounding  like  peste  I  and  sacre  I  and  diable  ! 

I  Ve  seen  an  old  saw,  which  is  well  worth  repeating 

That  says, 

"  (5oo&  BSatpngt 

jBcsrrbttf)  gool}  jSrpnkjDnjjt." 
Youll  find  it  so  printed  by  Caxton,  or  @9£ult£R, 
And  a  very  good  proverb  it  is  to  my  thinking. 

Blos^  thought  so  too; — 

Afl  he  finish'd  his  stew, 
His  ear  caught  Uie  sound  of  tire  word  "  Morhleu  !  " 
Pronounced  by  the  old  woman  under  her  breath. 
New,  not  knowing  what  she  could  mean  by  "  Blue  Death  T 
He  eoneeiv*d  she  referr'd  to  a  delicate  brewing 
Which  is  almost  synonymous, — namely,  "Blue  Ruin.** 
So  he  pursed  up  his  lip  to  a  smile,  and  with  glee, 
In  his  oocknefy'd  accent,  responded  "Oh,  Vee!** 

Which  made  her  understand  he 

Was  asking  for  brandy ; 
So  she  turn*d  to  the  cupboard,  and,  having  some  handy. 
Produced,  rightly  deeming  he  would  not  object  to  it, 
An  orbicular  bulb  with  a  \ery  long  neck  to  it; 
In  fact  you  perceive  her  mistake  was  the  same  as  his, 
Each  of  them  "reasoning  right  from  wrong  premises;** — 

— And  here  by  the  way, 

Allow  me  to  say. 
Kind  Reader,  you  sometimes  permit  me  to  stray — 
Tia  strange  the  French  prove,  when  they  take  to  asprrsin^ 
So  inferior  to  us  in  the  science  of  cursing : 

Kick  a  Frenchman  down  stairs, 

How  absurdly  he  swears! 
And  how  odd  'tis  to  hear  him,  when  beat  to  a  jelh'. 
Roar  oat,  in  a  pawion,  "Blue  Death!"  and  "Blue  Belly! 
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**To  return  to  our  sheep"  from  this  little  digression:— 

Blogg's  features  assumed  a  complacent  expression 

As  he  emptied  his  ghiss,  and  she  gave  iiim  a  fresh  one; 

Too  little  he  heeded 

llow  fast  they  succeeded, 
Perhaps  you  or  I  might  have  done,  thougli,  as  he  did ; 
For  when  once  Madam  Fortune  deals  out  her  hard  rapi^ 

It*s  amazing  to  think 

How  one  "  cottons  "  to  Drink ! 
At  fuch  times,  of  all  things  in  nature  perhaps. 
There's  not  one  that  is  half  so  seducing  as  Scknapa. 

Mr.  Blogg  beside  heing  uncommonly  dry, 
Wa8»  like  most  other  Bfigmen,  remarkably  shy, 

—  "  Did  not  like  to  deny  " — 

"  Felt  obliged  to  comply  " 
Every  time  that  she  ask'd  him  to  "  wet  t'other  eye;** 
For  'twas  worthy  remark  that  she  6i)ared  not  the  stouf^ 
Though  before  she  had  seeiu'd  so  to  grudge  him  the  acup 

At  length  the  fumes  rose 

To  his  brain;  and  his  nose 
Gave  hints  of  a  strong  disposition  to  doze, 
And  a  rcarning  to  seek  "horizontal  repose."— 

His  queer-looking  host, 

Who,  firm  at  his  |>ost. 
During  all  the  long  meal  had  continued  to  toast 

That  garment  'twere  rude  to 

Do  more  than  allude  to, 
Perceived,  from  his  breathing  and  nodding,  the  views 
Of  his  guest  were  directed  to  "  taking  a  snooze : " 
So  he  caught  up  a  lamp  in  his  huge  dirty  paw, 
With  (as  Blogg  used  to  tell  it)  ''Moufueer,  stoivvy  maimf* 

And  "  marshall'd  "  him  so 

"The  way  ho  should  go," 
Upstairs  to  an  nttic,  largo,  gloomy,  and  low. 

Without  table  or  chair, 

Or  a  moveable  there, 
Bove  an  old-fashiou'd  l)edstea<1,  much  out  of  repair, 
Tliat  stood  at  the  end  most  remov'd  from  the  stair.-^ 
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With  a  grin  and  a  shrug 

Tlie  host  points  to  the  rug, 
Just  aa  much  as  to  saj,  ''There I — ^I  tliink  you  1]  b«  8&  jg  * 

Puts  the  light  on  the  floor. 

Walks  to  the  door, 
Makes  a  formal  Salaam^  and  is  then  seen  no  moro ; 
When  just  as  the  ear  lost  the  sound  of  his  tread. 
To  the  Bagman*s  surprise,  and,  at  firsts  to  his  dread, 
The  great  eurly-tail'd  Dog  crept  from  under  the  bed  t^ 

—It's  a  very  nice  thing  when  a  roan's  in  a  fright^ 
And  thinks  matters  all  wrong,  to  find  matters  all  right ; 
As,  for  instance,  when  going  home  late-ish  at  night 
Through  a  Churchyard,  and  seeing  a  thing  all  in  whiter 
Wh'cb,  of  course,  one  is  led  to  consider  a  Sprite, 

To  find  that  the  Ghoet 

Is  merely  a  post, 
Or  a  miller,  or  chalky -faced  donkey  at  most ; 
Or,  when  taking  a  walk  as  the  eyenings  begin 
To  close,  or,  as  some  people  call  it,  "  draw  in,** 
And  some  undefined  form,   "looming  large**  through 

haze. 
Plresents  itself,  right  in  your  path,  to  your  gaze^ 

Inducing  a  dread 

Of  a  knock  on  the  head. 
Or  a  severed  carotid,  to  find  that,  instead 
Of  one  of  those  ruflians  who  murder  and  fleece  men 
It's  your  uncle,  or  one  of  tlie  "  Rural  Policemen  ;  ** — 

Then  the  blood  flows  again 

Through  artery  and  vein : 
You're  delighted  with  what  just  before  gave  you  pam , 
You  laugh  at  your  fears — and  your  friend  in  the  fog 
Meets  a  welcome  as  cordial  as  Anthony  Blogg 
Now  bestow'd  on  hi9  friend — the  great  curly-tailed  Dog 

For  the  Dog  leap*d  up,  and  his  paws  found  a  place 
On  each  side  his  neck  in  a  canine  embrace, 
And  he  lick'd  Blogg's  hands»  and  b*^  Hck'd  his  (ecc^ 
VIR8T   8BRIBS.  14 
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And  hti  waggled  hid  tail  as  much  ns  to  say 
*  Mr.  Blogg;  we've  foregather'd  before  to-day  I  * 
And  the  Bagman  saw,  as  lie  now  spraog  up, 

Whot^  beyond  all  doubts 

He  might  have  found  out 
Before,  had  he  not  been  so  eager  to  sup, 
"Twas  Sancho ! — tlie  Dog  he  had  reared  from  a  pup  — 
Tlie  Dog  who  when  sinking  had  seized  his  hair,— 
The  Dog  who  hod  saved,  and  conducted  him  there,— 
Tlie  Dog  he  had  lost  out  of  Billiter  Square  1 1 

It*s  passing  sweet, 

An  absolute  treat, 
When  friends,  long  sever 'd  by  distance,  meet, — 
With  what  warmth  and  affection  each  other  they  great 
Especially  too,  as  we  very  well  know, 
If  there  seems  any  chunce  of  a  little  ead^au^ 
A  "Present  from  Brigh'/on,"  or  "Token,"  to  show, 
In  the  sha]>e  of  a  work-box,  ring,  bracelet,  or  so, 
That  our  friends  don't  forget  us,  although  they  may  go 
To  Ramsgate,  or  Rome,  or  Fernando  Po. 
If  some  little  advantage  seems  likely  to  start, 
From  a  fifty-pound  note  to  a  two-penny  Uirt, 
It's  surprising  to  see  how  it  softens  tlie  hearty 
And  you'll  find   those   whose   ho]>efl  from  the  other   m« 

strongest^ 
Use,  in  common,  endearments  the  thickest  and  longest 

But>  it  was  not  so  here ; 

For,  although  it  is  clear, 
Wher  abroad,  and  we  have  not  a  single  friend  near, 
ETen  a  cur  tliat  Avill  love  us  becomes  very  dear. 
And  the  balance  of  interest  'twixt  him  and  the  Dog 
Of  course  was  inclining  to  Anthony  Blogg, 

Yet  he,  first  of  all,  ceased 

To  encourage  the  beast, 
Perhaps  thinking  "  Enough  is  a  good  as  a  feast ;  " 
And  besides,  as  we've  said,  being  sleepy  and  mellow. 
He  grew  tired  of  patting,  and  crying  "  Poor  fellow   " 
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So  his  smile  bj  degrees  liardon*d  into  a  frowa. 

And  his  "That's  a  good  dog !  "  into  "  Down,  Sancho!  do\mf" 

But  nothing  could  stop  his  mute  fHV*i*iic*s  caro-^sing, 
Who,  in  fact,  seem'd  resolved  to  prevent  his  uudreaain^ 

Using  pnwd,  tail,  aud  head, 

As  if  he  had  said, 
"Most  beloved  of  mabters,  pruy,  dou*t  go  to  bed  ; 
You  had  much  bettor  sit  up,  and  pat  nie  instead  I  ** 
Nav,  at  last,  whou  determined  to  take  soiu^  repose, 
Blogg  threw  himself  down  on  tiic  outside  the  clothc% 

Spite  of  all  he  cuuld  do, 

The  Dog  jump'd  up  too. 
And  kept  him  awake  with  his  very  cold  nose; 

Scratching  and  whining,        « 

And  moaning  and  ]>inini^ 
Till  Blogg  really  believed  he  must  have  some  design  in 
Tlias  breaking  his  rest ;  above  ail,  when  at  length 
Tlie  dog  scratched  him  otf  from  the  bed  by  sheer  strength 

Extremely  annoy'd  by  the  "  tarnation  whop,"  as  it 
'a  caird  in  Kentuck,  on  its  head  and  its  opposite, 

Blogg  show'd  tight; 

When  he  saw,  by  the  light 
Of  the  flickering  caudle,  that  had  not  yet  quite 
Burnt  down  in  the  socket,  though  not  over  bright, 
Certain  dark-colour'd  stains,  as  of  blood  newly  spilt, 
Reveol'd  by  the  dog*s  having  scratched  off  the  quilt 
Which  hinted  a  story  of  horror  and  guilt  !— 

*Twas  •*  no  mistake," — 

He  was  "  wide  awake  " 
In  an  instant ;  for,  when  only  decently  drunk. 
Nothing  solars  a  man  so  completely  as  "  funk.** 

And  hark! — what's  that? — 
Tliey  have  got  .nto  chat 
In  the  kitehen  below — what  the  deuce  are  they  at  -^ 
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There's  the  ugly  old  Fisherman  scolding  his  wife— 
Aud  she ! — by  the  Pope  I  she's  whetting  a  knife! — 

At  each  twist 

Of  her  wrist^ 
And  her  great  mutton  iist^ 
The  edge  of  the  weapon  sounds  shrUlcr  and  louder  !— 

The  fierce  kitchen  fire 

Had  not  made  Blogg  perspire 
Half  so  mucli,  or  a  dose  of  the  best  James's  powder.— 
It  ceases — ^all's  silent  1 — and  now,  I  declare 
There's  somebody  crawls  up  that  rickety  stair. 

*  «  «  *  • 

The  horrid  old  ruffian  comes^  cat-like,  creeping; — 
He  opens  the  door  just  sufficient  to  ]>eop  in, 
And  seeS)  as  he  fancies,  the  Bagman  sleeping! 
For  Blogg,  when  he'd  once  oscertain'd  that  there  v^as  some 
••Precious  mischief"  on  foot  had  resolv'd  to  play  'Possum ;  — 

Down  he  went>  legs  and  head, 

Flat  on  the  bed, 
Apparently  sleeping  as  sound  as  the  dead ; 
While,  though  none  who  look'd  at  him  would  think  such  a 

thing, 
Every  nerve  in  his  frame  was  braced  up  for  a  spring. 

Then,  just  as  the  villain 

Crept^  stealthily  still,  in, 
And  you'd  not  have  in^ur'd  his  guest's  life  for  a  shilling. 
As  the  knife  gleam'd  on  high,  bright  and  sharp  as  a  razor, 
Bloggf  Btarting  upright,  "  tipped  "  the  fellow  "  a  facer ;" 
— Down  went  man  and  wea|)on. — Of  all  sorts  of  blows^ 
From  what  Mr.  Jackson  reports^  I  sup}x>8e 
There  are  few  that  surpass  a  flush  hit  on  the  nose. 

Now,  had  I  the  pen  of  old  Ossian  or  Homer, 

(Though  each  of  these  names  some  pronounce  a  misnomer^ 

And  say  the  firat  pci-son 

Was  call'd  James  M'Pherson, 
While,  as  to  the  second,  they  stoutly  declare 
H«  was  no  one  knows  who.  and  born  no  one  knows  wher«^) 
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Or  had  I  the  qaill  of  Pierce  Egan,  a  writer 
Acknowledged  the  best  theoretical  fighter 

For  the  last  twenty  jean» 

By  the  lively  young  Peers, 
Who,  doffing  their  coronets,  collars,  and  ermine,  treat 
Boxers  to  "Max,''  at  the  One  Tun  in  Jermyn  Street;— 
—I  say,  could  I  borrow  those  Gentlemen's  Muaea, 
More  skilled  than  my  meek  one  in  "fibbings"  and  bmiseSk 

I'd  describe  now  to  you 

As  "  prime  a  Set-to," 
And  •*  regular  turn-up,"  as  ever  you  knew ; 
Not  Inferior  in  "  bottom  "  to  aught  you  have  read  of 
Since  Cribb,  years  ago,  half  knock'd  Molyneux*  head  off. 
But  my  dainty  Urania  says^  "Such  things  are  shocking  I* 

Lflce  mittens  She  loves, 

Detesting  "The  Gloves;" 
And  turning,  with  air  most  disdainfully  mocking, 
From  Melpomene's  buskin,  adopts  the  silk  stocking 

So,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 

I  must  leave  you  to  "  fancy  " 
The  thumps  and  the  bumps,  and  the  ups  and  the  downs, 
And  the  taps,  and  the  slaps,  and  the  raps  on  the  crowna 
That  pass'd  twixt  the  Husband,  Wife,  Bagman,  and  Dog, 
Aa  Blogg  roll'd  over  thom,  and  tliey  roll'd  over  Blogg ; 

While  what's  called  "The  Claret" 

Flew  over  the  garret : 

Merely  stating  the  fact, 

As  each  other  they  whack'd, 
Hie  Dog  his  old  master  most  gallantly  back'd  ; 
Making  both  tlie  garqofu^  who  came  running  in,  sheer  ofl. 
With  "Hippolyte's  "  thumb,  and  "  Alphonse's"  left  ear  off 

Next«  making  a  stoop  on 

The  buffeting  group  on 
The  floor,  rent  in  tatters  the  old  woman's  y'tipon  ; 
Then  the  old  man  turn'd  up,  and  a  fresh  bite  of  Sancho's 
Tor«  ont  the  whole  seat  of  his  striped  Calimancoea  — 

Really,  which  way 

This  desperate  fray 
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Might  have  ended  at  Inst^  Tin  not  able  to  saj. 
The  dog  keeping  thus  the  assassins  nt  bay: 
But  a  few  fresh  arrivals  decided  tl»e  day; 

For  bounce  went  the  door, 

In  came  half  a  score 
Of  tlie  passengers,  sailors,  and  one  or  two  nior« 
'Who  had  aided  the  party  in  gaining  the  shore  I 

It's  a  great  many  years  ago— mine  then  were  few-* 
Since  I  spent  a  short  time  in  the  old  Courageitx  ;— 

I  think  that  they  say 

She  had  been,  in  her  day, 
A  First-rate, — ^but  was  then  what  they  term  a  Ra*ht,~^ 
And  tliey  took  me  on  board  in  tlie  Downs,  where  she  lay 
(Capt-ain  Wilkinson  held  the  command  by  the  way.) 
In  her  I  pickM  up,  on  that  single  occasion. 
The  little  I  know  that  concerns  Navigation, 
And  obtained,  inter  alia,  some  vague  information 
Of  a  practice  which  often,  in  cases  of  robbing, 
Is  adopted  on  shii>board — I  think  it's  call'd  "  Cobbing," 
IIow  it's  managed  exactly  I  really  can't  say. 
But  1  think  that  a  Boot-jack  is  brought  into  play-^ 
That  is^  if  Vm  right ; — ^it  exceeds  my  ability 

To  tell  how  'tis  done ; 

But  the  system  is  one 
Of  which  Sancho's  exploit  would  increase  the  facility. 
And,  from  all  I  can  learn,  I'd  much  rather  be  robb'd 
Of  the  little  I  have  in  my  purse,  than  be  "  cobb'd ;" 

That's  mere  matter  of  taste : 

But  the  Frenchman  was  ])}aced — 
I  mean  the  old  scoundrel  whose  actions  we've  traced— 
In  such  a  position,  that,  on  this  unmasking, 
Ilis  consent  was  the  last  thing  the  men  thought  of  asking. 

The  old  woman,  too. 

Was  obliijod  to  go  throiigli, 
With  her  boys,  the  rough  discipline  used  by  the  crew, 
Who^  before  they  let  one  of  the  set  see  the  back  of  them, 
*  Cobb*d  *  the  whole  oaHy, — ay,  **  every  man  Jack  of  them." 
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Moral 


And  noTT,  Gentle  Reader,  before  that  I  saj 
Farewell  for  tlie  present,  and  wish  you  good  daj. 
Attend  to  the  moml  I  draw  from  my  lay  I — 

If  ever  you  travel,  like  Anthony  Blogg, 
Be  wary  of  strangers  I — don*t  take  too  much  grogt— 
And  don't  fall  asleep,  if  you  should,  like  a  hog  I — 
Above  all^-carry  with  you  a  curly-tail'd  Dog  1 

Lastly,  don't  act  like  Blogg,  who,  I  say  it  with  blnshin^^. 
Sold  Sancho  next  month  for  two  guineas  at  Flushing ; 
Bat  stilJ  on  these  words  of  the  Bard  keep  a  fix'd  eye^ 
Inqratum  si  dixkriSi  omnia  Dixn  1 1 1 

X'  Ejtvoye, 

I  felt  so  disgusted  with  Blogg,  from  sheer  shame  of  hil^ 
I  oevor  once  thought  to  enquire  what  became  of  hioi 
it  yoM  want  to  know,  Reader,  the  way  I  opine 
To  achieve  your  design, — 
— Mind,  it's  no  wish  of  mine,— 
Ifl^— <a  p^pny  will  do't,) — by  addressing  a  L*n« 
To  Turner,  Dry,  AVeipersyde,  Roscers^  and  I^ao 
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APPENDIA. 

• 

SnroK  penniDg  this  stanza,  a  learn'd  Antiquary 
Has  put  mj  poor  Muse  in  no  trifling  quandaiy, 
Bj  writing  an  easaj  to  prove  that  he  knows  a 

Spot  which,  in  truth,  is 

The  real  "  Bermoothes," 
la  the  Mediterranean, — ^now  called  Lampedoea; 
—For  proofs^  haying  made,  as  he  further  alleges^  stir 
An  enti'j  was  found  in  the  old  Parish  Register, 
The  which  at  his  instance  the  excellent  Vicar  ex- 
tracted :  yiz.  "  Caliban,  base  son  of  Sycorax." 

— He  had  rather,  by  half, 

Have  found  Prospero's  "Staff;" 
But  *twas  useless  to  dig,  for  the  want  of  a  pick  or  axeii'^ 
Colonel  Pasley,  however,  'tis  everywhere  said, 
Now  he*s  blown  up  the  old  Royal  George  at  Spithead, 
And  the  great  cliff  at  Dover,  ot  which  weVe  sll  read. 
Takes  his  whole  apparatus,  and  goes  out  to  look 
And  see  if  he  can't  try  and  blow  up  "  the  Book."'* 
—Gentle  Reader  farewell  t — If  I  add  one  more  lin^ 
''Hell  be^  in  all  likelihood,  blowing  up  mimi 

•aeopsgeaoik 
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SECOND  SERIES, 


TO  RICEARD  BENTLEY,  Esq. 


Mf  DEAR  Sir, 

You  tell  me  that "  a  generous  and  enlightened  Publio" 
has  given  a  favourable  reception  to  those  extracts  from  our 
family  papers,  iK'hich,  at  your  suggestion,  were  laid  before 
it  some  two  years  since  ;  —  and  you  hint,  with  all  possible 
delicacy,  that  a  second  volume  might  not  be  altogether  un* 
acceptable  at  a  period  of  the  year  when  "auld  warld 
stories"  are  more  especially  in  request.  With  all  my 
heart, —  the  old  oak  chest  is  not  yet  empty;  in  addition  to 
which  I  have  recently  laid  my  hand  upon  a  long  MS. 
correspondence  pf  my  great  uncle,  Sir  Peregrine  Ingoldsby, 
a  cadet  of  the  family,  who  somehow  contrived  to  attract  the 
notice  of  George  the  Second,  and  received  from  his 
"  honour-giving  hand "  the  accolade  of  knighthood.  To 
this  last-named  source  I  am  indebted  for  several  of  the  ac- 
companying histories,  while  my  inestimable  friend  Simp- 
kinson  has  bent  all  the  powers  of  his  mighty  mind  to  the 
task.  From  Father  John's  stores  I  have  drawn  largely. 
Our  "  Honourable  "  friend  Sucklethumbkin  —  by  the  way, 
he  has  been  beating  our  covers  lately,  when  he  shot  a 
woodcock,  and  one  of  the  Governor's  pointers  —  gives  a 
graphic  account  of  the  Operatic  "  row  "  in  which  he  was 
heretofore  so  conspicuous ;  while  even  Mrs.  Barney 
Maguire  {nee  MademoiselU  Paulinf),  whose  horror  of  Mrs. 
Botlierby's  cap  has  no  jot  diminished,  furniRhes  me  with 
the  opening  Legend  of  the  series  from  the  histnrieUu  of 
b«r  ovro  bcUe  Fratuse. 
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Why  will  you  not  run  down  to  Tappington  this  Christ- 
mas?— We  have  been  rather  busy  of  late  in  carrying  into 
execution  the  enclosure  of  Swingfield  Minnis  under  the 
auspices  of  my  Lord  Radnor,  and  Her  Majesty's  visit  to 
the  neighbourhood  has  kept  us  quite  alive:  the  Prince  in 
one  of  his  rides  pulled  up  at  the  end  of  the  avenue,  and,  as 
A**  told  Sucklethumbkin,  was  much  taken  with  the  pio- 
taresque  appearance  of  our  old  gable-ends.  Unluckily  we 
were  all  at  Canterbury  that  morning,  or  proud  indeed 
should  we  have  been  to  offer  his  Royal  Highness  the 
humble  hospitalities  of  the  Hall, —  and  then  —  fancy  Mrs. 
Botherby's  "My  Gracious!"  By  the  way,  the  old  lady 
tells  me  you  left  your  nightcap  here  on  your  last  visit;  it 
is  laid  up  in  lavender  for  you  ; — come  and  reclaim  it.  The 
Yule  log  will  burn  bright  as  ever  in  the  cedar  room.  Bin 
No.  6  is  still  one  liquid  ruby  —  the  old  October  yet  smiles 
like  mantling  ambor,  in  utter  disdain  of  that  vile  concoction 
of  camomile  which  you  so  pseudonymously  dignify  with 
the  title  of  "Bitter  Ale." — Make  a  start,  then:— pitch 
printer's-ink  to  old  Harry, —  and  come  and  spend  a  fort- 
night with 

Yours,  till  the  crack  of  doom, 

THOMAS  INOOLDSBY. 

TaPPIRGTON  KvERARD, 

Dee,  Uth,  1842. 
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THE  BLACK  MOUSQUETAIRK. 

A    LEGEND    OP    VRANOE. 

PiiAir^oiii  Xavieb  Auouste  was  a  gay  Moasqaetnira^ 
The  Pride  of  the  Camp,  the  delight  of  the  Fair; 
He  'd  a  mien  so  dutingtU,  and  so  d^bonnairt, 
And  shrugged  with  a  grace  so  rtchtrchi  and  rare. 
And  he  twirl'd  his  moodtache  with  so  charming  an  air^ 
—His  monstiches  I  should  say,  because  he  'd  a  pair,  — 
And,  in  short,  show'd  so  much  of  the  true  tf<woir  fair^t 
AU  the  ladies  in  Paris  were  wont  to  declare, 
That  could  any  one  draw 
Them  from  Dian's  strict  law, 
Into  what  Mrs.  Ramsbottom  calls  a  "  Fox  Paw," 
It  would  be  Fnin9ois  Xayier  Auguste  de  St.  Foix. 

Now,  I  *m  sorry  to  say, 

At  that  time  of  day, 
The  Court  of  Versailles  was  a  little  too  gay ; 
The  Courtiers  were  all  much  addicted  to  Play, 
To  Bordeaux,  Chambertin,  Frontignac,  St  Peray, 

Lafitte,  Chateaux  Margaux, 

And  Sillery  (a  cargo 
7n  which  John  Bull  sensibly  (?)  lays  on  embargo). 
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WUle  Louis  Quatorze 

Kept  about  him,  in  scores, 
What  the  Noblesse,  in  courtesy,  term*d  his  <*  Jane  Shores,** 
— They  were  call'd  by  a  much  coarser  name  out  of  doors. — 

This,  we  all  must  admit,  in 

A  King's  not  befitting! 
For  such  courses,  when  followed  by  persons  of  quality. 

Are  apt  to  detract  on  the  score  of  morality. 

Fi-an^ois  Xavier  Auguste  acted  nuch  like  the  rest  of  them, 
Dres9*d,  drank,  and  fought,  and  eha$$i'd  with  the  best  of  them. 

Took  his  ceil  de  perdrix 

Till  he  scarcely  could  see. 
He  would  then  sally  out  in  the  streets  for  a  <* spree;*' 

His  rapier  he  'd  draw, 

Pink  a  Bourffeou, 
(A  word  which  the  English  translate  "  Johnny  Raw,**) 
For  your  thorough  French  Courtier,  whenever  the  fit  he 's  in. 
Thinks  its  prime  tan  io  astonish  a  citizen: 
And,  perhaps  it  *s  no  wonder  that  this  kind  of  scrapes, 
In  a  nation  which  Voltaire,  in  one  of  his  japes, 
Defines  **  on  amalgam  of  Tigers  and  Apes,"  • 
Should  bo  merely  considered  as  **  Little  Escapes,'* 

But  I  'm  sorry  to  add. 

Things  are  almost  as  bad 
A  great  deal  nearer  home,  and  that  similar  pranks 
Amongst  young  men  who  more  in  the  very  first  ranks. 
Are  by  no  means  confined  to  the  land  of  the  Franks. 

Be  this  as  it  will, 
In  the  general,  still, 
Though  blame  him  we  must, 
It  is  really  but  just 
To  otiT  lively  young  friend,  Franfois  Xavier  Augnste, 
To  say,  that  howe'er 
Well  known  his  faults  were, 
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At  Ills  Bacchanal  parties  he  always  drank  fair, 

And,  when  gambling  hitf  worst,  always  play'd  on  the  square, 

So  that,  being  much  more  of  pigeon  than  rook,  he 

Lost  large  sums  at  faro  (a  game  like  "  Blind  Hookey"). 

And  continued  to  lose. 

And  to  give  I.  O.  U.'s, 
Till  he  lost  e*en  the  credit  he  had  with  the  Jews ; 
And,  a  parallel  if  I  may  venture  to  draw 
Between  Fran9oi3  Xavier  Auguste  de  St.  Foix, 
And  his  namesake,  a  still  more  distinguished  Fran^ia, 

Who  wrote  to  his  "  sceur"  * 

From  Pavia,  **J/on  Ccntr, 
I  have  lost  all  I  had  in  the  world /or<  Vhormtur,^^ 

So  St.  Foix  might  have  wrote 

No  dissimilar  note, 
•*  Vive  la  bagateUel — toujourt  pai — idem  temper — 
I  've  lost  all  I  had  in  the  world  but — ^my  temper!" 

From  the  very  beginning. 

Indeed,  of  his  sinning. 
His  air  was  so  cheerful,  his  manners  so  winning. 
That  once  he  prevailed— or  his  friends  coin  the  tale  for  him— 
On  the  bailiff  who  "nabbed"  him,  himself  to  "go  bail"  for  him. 

Well — ^we  know  in  these  cases 

Your  "  Crabs"  and  **  Deuce  Aces" 
Are  wont  to  promote  frequent  changes  of  places , 
Town  doctors,  indeed,  are  most  apt  to  declare 
That  there's  nothing  so  good  as  the  pure  "country  air," 

*  Mrs.  Ingoldiiby,  who  \n  deepi j  read  in  Robertson,  informs  ma  that  this 
Is  a  mistake:  that  the  Isdy  to  whom  this  memorable  bittet  was  delirered  by 
the  hands  of  Pennslos}i,  was  the  nnlbrtunatc  monardi's  mamma,  and  not  hii 
sisler.  I  would  gladly  rectify  the  et  'or,  bnt,  then, — what  am  I  to  do  for  a 
rhyme?— On  the  whole,  I  fear  I  mui«t  content  myself;  like  Talleyrand,  with 
admitting  that  "it  is  worra  than  a  faalt— it's  a  blunder T  for  which  enoih 
mity, — as  booest  old  Pepys  says  when  he  records  baring  kissed  his  oo'ik* 
maid,—"  I  humbly  beg  pardon  of  Ilearen,  and  Mrs.  Ingoldsby  ."* 
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WheneTer  exbanstion  of  person,  or  purse,  in 
An  invalid  cramps  him,  and  sets  him  a-cursing; 
A  -labit,  I  'm  Tery  much  grieved  at  divulging, 
Fmn9(ti8  Xavier  Auguste  was  too  prone  to  indulge  in. 

But  what  could  be  done  ? 

It 's  clear  as  the  sun, 
That,  though  nothing 's  more  easy  than  say  <*  Cut  and  nin  P 
Yet  a  Guardsman  can't  live  without  some  sort  of  fun — 

E'en  I  or  you. 

If  we  'd  nothing  to  do, 
Should  soon  find  ourselves  looking  remarkably  blue. 

And,  since  no  one  denies 

What's  so  plain  to  all  eyes, 
It  won't,  I  am  sure,  create  any  surprise 
That  reflections  like  these  half  reduced  to  despair 
Fran9oi8  Xavier  Auguste,  the  gay  Black  Mousquetaire. 

Patience  par  force  ! 

He  considered^  of  course, 
But  in  vain — ^he  could  hit  on  no  sort  of  resource- 
Love  ?  —  Liquor  ?  —  Law  ?  —  Loo  T 

They  would  each  of  them  do, 
There's  excitement  enough  in  all  four,  but  in  none  he 
Could  hope  to  get  on  tan*  V  argent — i.  e.  money. 
Love  ? — ^no ; — ladies  like  little  cadeaux  from  a  suitor. 
Liquor  ?  —  no,  —  that   won't    do,    when    reduced    to    *'  the 
Pewter."— 

Then  Law?  —  'tis  the  same; 

It's  a  very  fine  game. 
But  the  fees  and  delays  of  **  the  Courts"  are  a  shame, 
As  Lord  Brougham  says  himself—- who 's  a  very  great  name, 
Though  the  Times  made  it  clear  he  was  perfectly  lost  in  his 
Classic  attempt  at  translating  Demosthenes, 

And  don't  know  his  "particles." — 

Who  wrote  the  articles, 
Showing  his  Greek  up  so,  is  not  known  very  well ; 
Muny  thought  Barnes  others  Mitchell — some  Merivale; 
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Bat  it's  scarce  worth  debate. 

Because  from  the  date 
Of  my  tale  one  conclusion  wo  safely  may  draw, 
Viz. :  'twas  not  Fran9ois  Xavier  Auguste  de  St.  Foixl 

Loo? — no; — that  he  had  tried; 

'Twas,  in  fact,  his  weak  side, 
But  required  more  than  any  a  purse  well  supplied. 
"Lore 7  —  Liquor?  —  Law?  —  Loo?      Nol    'tis  all  the  9UM 

story. 
Stay!   I  have  it— ^a  foil    (that's  'Odd's   Bobsl')  thu«  to 
Glort! 

Away  with  dull  care! 

Vive  U  Roi!   Vive  la  Ouerref 
Pettel  I'd  almost  forgot  I'm  a  Black  Mousqnetaire! 

When  a  man  is  like  me, 

Sans  six  <oi/«,  sans  soucif 

A  bankrupt  in  purse. 

And  in  character  worse, 
With  a  shocking  bad  hat,  and  his  credit  at  Zero, 
What  on  earth  can  he  hope  to  become, — but  a  Hero? 

What  a  famous  thought  this  is! 

I'll  go  as  Ulysses 
Of  old  did — ^like  him  I'll  see  manners,  and  know  eountrieB;^ 
Cut  Paris, — and  gaming, — and  throats  in  the  Low  Coontiiei.' 

So  said,  and  so  done — he  arranged  his  affairs, 
And  was  off  like  a  shot  to  his  Black  Mousquetaires 

Now  it  happeu'd  just  then 
That  Field-Marshal  Turenne 
Wo  8  a  good  deal  in  want  of  **  some  actiye  young  men,** 
To  fill  up  the  gaps 
Which,  through  sundry  mishaps, 

*  Qui  moreM  bominam  multornm  rldil  et  urbM. 
Who  Tivwcd  mea't  muin«rf,  Londoot,  Yorks,  aad  Deifeyib 
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Had  been  made  in  his  ranks  by  a  certain  **  Great  Condfik** 
A  general  unrivall'd — at  least  in  his  own  day — 

Whose  valour  was  such, 
N  That  he  did  not  care  much 

If  he  fought  with  the  French, — or  the  Spaniards,— or  Dutch, 
A  fact  wliich  has  stamped  him  a  rather  "  Cool  hand," 
Being  nearly  related  to  Louis  le  Or  and. 
It  had  been  all  the  same  had  that  King  been  his  brother ; 
He  fought  sometimes  with  one,  and  sometimes  with  another} 

For  war,  so  exciting. 

He  took  such  delight  in, 
He  did  not  cere  whom  he  fought,  so  he  fra«  fighting. 
And,  as  I've  just  said,  had  amused  himself  then 
By  tickling  the  tail  of  Field-Marshal  Turenne ; 
Since  which,  the  Field-Marshal's  most  pressing  concern 
Was  to  tickle  some  other  chiefs  tail  in  his  turn. 

What  a  fine  thing  a  battle  is  I — not  one  of  those 
Which  one  saw  at  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Ducrow*s, 
Where  a  dozen  of  scene-shifters,  drawn  up  in  rows, 
Would  a  dozen  more  scene-shifters  boldly  oppose, 

Taking  great  care  their  blows 

Did  not  injure  their  foes, 
And  alike,  sare  in  colour  and  cut  of  their  clothes, 
Which  were  varied,  to  give  more  effect  to  "  Tableaux* 

While  Stickney  the  Great 

Flung  the  gauntlet  to  Fate, 
And  made  us  all  tremble,  so  gallantly  did  he  come 
On  to  encounter  bold  General  Widdicombe-^ 
But  a  real,  good  fight,  like  Pultowa,  or  Liitzen, 
(Which  Gustavus  the  Great  ended  all  his  disputes  ii  . 
Or  that  which  Suwarrow  engaged  without  boots  in, 
Or  Dettingen,  Fontenoy,  Blenheim,  or  Minden, 
Or  the  one  Mr.  Campbell  describes,  Hoheulinden, 

Where  "  the  sun  was  low,*' 

The  ground  all  over  snow, 
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And  dark  as  mid-winter  the  swift  Isor*s  flow, — 
rill  its  colour  was  alter' d  by  General  Moreau ; 
While  big  drum  was  heard  iu  the  dead  of  the  night. 
Which  rattled  the  Bard  out  of  bed  in  a  fright. 
And  he  ran  up  the  steeple  to  look  at  the  fight. 

'Twas  in  just  such  another  one, 

(Names  only  bother  ono— ) 
Dutch  ones,  indeed,  are  sufficient  to  smotlier  one—) 
in  the  Netherlands  somewhere — I  cannot  say  where— 

Suffice  it  that  there 

La  Fortune  de  guerre 
Gave  a  cast  of  her  calling  to  our  Mousquetaire. 
One  fine  morning,  in  short,  Fran9ois  Xavier  Auguste» 
After  making  some  scores  of  hie  foes  *'bite  the  dust,** 
Got  a  mouthful  himself  of  the  very  same  crust ; 
And  though,  as  the  Bard  says,  **  No  law  is  more  just 
Than  for  Necis  artifices" — so  they  call'd  fiery 
Soldados  at  Rome, — "  arte  sud  perire," 

Ytft  fate  did  not  draw 

This  poetical  law 
To  its  fullest  extent  in  the  c%se  of  St.  Foix. 
His  Good  Genius  most  probably  found  out  some  flaw. 

And  diverted  the  shot 

From  some  deadlier  spot 
To  a  bone  which,  I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  memory,  's 
Caird  by  Professional  men  the  **  oa  femorit  :** 
And  the  ball  being  one  of  those  named  from  its  thape, 
And  some  fancied  resemblance  it  bears  to  the  grape, 

St.  Foix  went  down, 

With  a  groan  and  a  frown, 
\wX  a  hole  in  his  small-clothes  the  size  of  a  crown. — 

— Sttggcr'd  a  bit 

By  this  "  palpable  hit," 
He  tum'd  on  his  face,  and  went  off"  in  a  fit ! 
Yes ! — a  Battle 's  a  very  fine  thing  while  you*ro  fightijig^ 
Those  same  Ups-and-Downs  fire  so  very  exciting 
2 
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But  a  sombre  Piglit  i?  a  Battle-field 

To  the  sad  smvivor's  sorrowing  eye. 
Where  those,  who  pcorn'd  to  fly  or  yield. 
In  one  promiscuous  carnage  lie ; 
"When  the  cannon's  roar 
Is  heard  no  more, 
And  the  thick  dun  «<moke  has  roll'd  away, 
And  the  victor  comeh  for  the  last  survey 
Of  tlie  well-fougbt  field  of  yesterday ! 

No  triumphs  flush  that  haughty  brow, — 
No  proud  exulting  look  is  there, — 

His  engle  glance  is  humbled  now, 
As,  earth-ward  bent,  in  anxious  car© 

It  seeks  the  form  whose  stalwart  pride 

But  yester-morn  was  by  his  side  I 

And  there  it  lies !  — on  yonder  bank 
Of  corses,  which  themselves  had  breath 

But  ycster-morn — now  cold  and  dank, 
"With  other  dews  than  those  of  death .' 

Powerless  as  it  had  ne*er  been  bom 

The  hand  that  clasp'd  his — yester-morn! 

And  there  are  widows  wand'ring  there. 

That  roam  the  blood-bespriuklcd  plain, 
And  listen  in  their  dumb  despair 

For  sounds  they  ne*er  may  hear  again  t 
One  word,  however  faint  and  low, — 
Ay,  e'en  a  groan,  — wero  music  now ! 

And  this  is  Glory! — Fame!  — 

But,  pshaw! 

Miss  Muse,  you're  growing  sentimcnta); 
Besides,  such  things  ire  never  saw ; 

In  fact  they're  merely  ContinentaL 
And  then  your  Ladyship  forgets 
Some  widows  came  for  epaulettes. 
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80  go  back  to  your  canter;  for  one,  I  declare, 

Ib  now  fumbling  About  our  cnpsized  Mousquetairo, 

A  beetle-brow'J  hag, 

With  a  knife  and  a  bat;. 
And  an  old  tatter d  bonnet  which,  thrown  hack,  dinoloffes 
The  ginger  complexion,  and  one  of  those  noses 
Peculiar  to  females  named  Levj  and  Moses, 
Such  as  nervous  folks  still,  when  they  come  in  their  way  shui^ 
Old  yixen-faced  tramps  of  the  Hebrew  persuasion. 

You  remember,  I  trust, 

Fran9ois  Xavier  Auguste, 
Had  uncommon  fine  limbs,  and  a  Tery  line  bust 
Now  there's  something —  I  cannot  tell  what  it  may  be- 
About  good-looking  gentlemen  turn'd  twenty-three, 
Above  all  when  laid  up  with  a  wound  in  the  knee, 
Which  affects  female  hearts,  in  no  common  degree, 
With  emotions  in  which  many  feelings  combine, 
Very  easy  to  fancy,  though  hard  to  define ; 

Ugly  or  pretty, 

Stupid  or  witty, 
Young  or  old,  they  experience,  m  country  or  city. 
What's  clearly  not  Love — yet  it's  warmer  than  Pity— 
And  some  such  a  feeling,  no  doubt,  'tis  that  stays 
The  hand  you  may  see  that  old  Jezebel  raise, 

Arm'd  with  the  blade, 

So  oft  used  in  her  trade. 
The  horrible  calling  e'en  now  she  is  plying, 
De:«poiling  the  dead,  and  despatching  the  dying! 
For  these  "nimble  Conveyancers,"  after  such  battles, 
Regarding  as  treasure  Irouve  all  goods  and  chattels, 
Think  nought,  in  "perusing  and  settling**  the  titleN 
80  safe  n*:  six  inches  of  steel  in  the  vitals. 

Now  don't  make  a  joke  of 
That  feeling  I  spoke  of: 
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For,  ns  sure  as  you*re  born,  that  same  feeling, — whatever 

It  may  be,  — saves  the  life  of  the  young  Mousqaetaire !  — 

The  knife  that  was  leveU'd,  erewhile  at  his  throat,  j 

Is  employed  now  in  ripping  the  lace  from  his  coat, 

And  from  what,  I  suppose,  I  must  call  his  culotU;  \ 

And  his  pockets,  no  doubt,  ' 

Being  turn'd  inside  out,  I 

That  his  mouchoir  and  gloves  may  bo  put  "  up  the  fepoui,*'  j 

( For  of  coin,  you  may  well  conceive,  all  she  can  do 
Fails  to  ferret  out  even  a  single  icu;) 
A3  a  muscular  Qiant  would  handle  an  elf, 
The  virago  at  last  lifts  tlie  soldier  himself. 
And,  like  a  She-Sampson,  at  length  lays  him  down 
In  a  hospital  formed  in  the  neighbouring  town ! 

I  am  not  very  sure, 

But  I  think  'twas  Namur; 
And  there  she  now  leaves  him,  expecting  a  cure. 

CANTO   II. 

I  ABOMiNATK  physic — I  carc  not  who  knows 

That  there's  nothing  on  earth  I  detest  like  "a  dose"— 

That  yellowish-green-looking  fluid,  whose  hue 

I  consider  extremely  unpleasant  to  view. 

With  its  sickly  appearance,  that  trenches  so  near 

On  what  Homer  defines  the  complexion  of  Fear ; 

XXcdpev  d(0(,  I  mean, 

A  nasty  pale  green, 
hough  for  want  of  some  word  that  may  better  avail, 
I  presume,  our  translators  have  rendered  it  "pale;" 

For  consider  the  cheeks 

Of  those  "  well-booted  Greeks," 
Their  Egyptian  descent  was  a  question  of  weeks ; 
Their  complexion,  of  course,  like  a  half-decay'd  leek's.. 
And  you'll  see  in  an  instant  the  thing  that  I  mean  in  it. 
A  Greek  face  in  a  funk  had  a  good  doal  of  green  in  iU 
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I  repeat,  I  abominate  pliysic ;  but  then, 

If  folks  trill  go  campaigning  about  with  such  men 

As  the  Great  Prince  de  Cond^,  and  Marshal  Turcune. 

They  may  fairly  expect 

To  be  now  and  then  check 'd 
By  a  ballet,  or  sabre-cut.     Then  their  best  solace  is 
Found,  I  admits  in  green  potions,  and  boluses ; 

So,  of  course,  I  don't  blame 

St.  Foix,  wounded  and  lame, 
li  he  swallowed  a  decent  quant,  suff.  of  the  same ; 
Though  I  'm  told,  in  such  cases,  it 's  not  the  French  plao 
To  pour  in  their  drastics  as  fast  as  they  can, 
The  practice  of  many  an  English  SavaUf 

But  to  let  oif  a  man 

With  a  little  ptimnne^ 
And  gently  to  chafe  the  patella  (kuee-pan). 

"Oh,  woman!"  Sir  Walter  observes,  "when  the  brow 
'a  wrung  with  pain,  what  a  minist'ring  Angel  art  thou !" 
Thou'rt  a  "minist'ring  Angel"  in  no  less  degi'ee, 
I  can  boldly  assert,  when  the  pain 's  iu  the  knee : 

And  medical  friction 

Is,  pa:>t  contradiction, 
&fuch  better  performed  by  a  She  than  a  He. 
A  fact  which,  indeed,  comes  within  my  own  knowledge, 
For  \  well  recollect,  when  a  youngster  at  College, 

And,  therefore,  can  quote 

A  surgeon  of  note, 
Mr.  GrosTenor  of  Oxford,  who  not  only  wrote 
On  the  subject  a  very  fine  treatise,  but,  still  as  his 
Patients  came  in,  certain  soft-handed  Phyllises 
Were  at  once  set  to  work  on  their  legs,  arms,  and  bac  is, 
And  rubbed  out  their  complaints  in  a  couple  of  craclto.^ 

Now,  they  say, 

To  this  day. 
When  sick  people  can't  pay 
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Oil  t&e  Continent,  many  of  this  kind  of  nurs... 

Attend,  without  any  (lemaml  on  thoir  purscM ; 

And  these  femalen,  some  old,  011101*8  still  in  their  teenti. 

Some  call  "Sisters  of  Charity,"  others  *•  Bcguines." 

They  don't  take  the  vows ;  but,  half-Nun  and  hnlf-Lay, 

Attend  you;  and  when  you've  got  better,  they  hay, 

**  You're  exceedingly  welcome !     There  'a  nothing  to  pay. 

Our  task  is  now  done. 

You  are  able  to  run. 
We  never  take  money ;  we  cure  you  for  fun !" 
Then  they  drop  you  a  court'sy,  and  wish  you  good  day, 
And  go  off  to  cure  somebody  else  the  same  way. 
— A  great  many  of  these,  at  the  date  of  my  tale, 
In  Namur  walk'd  the  hospitals,  workhouse,  and  jail. 

Among  them  was  one, 

A  most  sweet  Demi-nun. 
Her  cheek  pensive  and  pale ;  tresses  bright  as  the  sun,-— 
Not  carroty — no ;  tliough  you  'd  fancy  you  saw  bum 
Such  locks  as  the  Greeks  lov'd,  which  modems  call  nubuni. 
These  were  partially  seen  through  the  veil  which  they  wcit*  all, 
Her  teeth  were  of  pearl,  and  her  lips  were  of  coral ; 
Uer  eyelashes  silken;  her  eyes,  fine  large  blue  one^. 
Were  sapphires  (I  don't  call  these  similes  new  ones ; 
But,  in  metaphors,  freely  confess  I  've  a  leaning 
To  such,  new  or  old,  as  convey  best  one's  meaning)  — 
Then,  for  figure  ?     In  faith  it  was  downright  barbarity 

To  muffle  a  form 

Might  an  anchorite  warm 
In  the  fusty  stuff  gown  of  a  Saur  dt  la  Chariti  ; 
And  no  poet  could  fancy,  no  painter  could  draw 
One  mon  perfect  in  all  points,  more  free  from  a  flaw. 
Than  her  s  who  now  sits  by  the  couch  of  St.  Foiz, 
Chafing  there, 
With  such  care, 

And  su  dove  like  an  air, 
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ilts  leg,  till  her  delicate  fingers  are  cliarr'd 
With  the  Steer's  opodeldoc,  joint-oil,  and  goulard 
—  Their  Dutch  appellntiouri  arc  really  too  hard 
To  bo  brought  into  verse  by  a  transmarine  Bard.  — 

Now  yoa  '11  see, 

^        And  agree, 

I  am  certain,  with  me, 
When  a  yoang  man's  laid  up  with  a  wound  in  his  knoe: 

And  a  Lady  sits  there, 

On  a  rush-bottom'd  chair. 
To  hand  him  the  mixtures  his  doctors  prepare. 
And  a  bit  of  lump-sugar  to  make  matters  square; 
Above  all,  when  the  Lady 's  remarkably  fair, 
And  the  wounded  young  man  is  a  gny  Mousquotaire, 
It*s  a  ticklish  affair,  you  may  swear,  for  the  pair. 
And  may  lead  on  to  mischief  before  they  're  aware. 

I  really  don't  think,  spite  of  what  friends  would  call  hU 

»»  Penchant  for  Uatons,'^  and  graver  men  "follies," 

(For  my  own  part,  I  think  planting  thorns  on  their  pillows, 

And  leaving  poor  maidens  to  weep  and  wear  willows. 

Is  not  to  be  classed  among  mere  peccadillos), 

His  "/ell///*,"  I  should  say — I  don't  think  Fran9ois  XavltM* 

Entertain'd  any  thoughts  of  improper  behaviour 

Tow'rds  his  nurse,  or  thnt  once  to  induce  her  to  sin  he  n:«iui 

While  superintending  his  draughts  and  his  liniment 

Bnt,  as  ho  grew  stout. 

And  was  getting  about, 
Thoughts  came  into  hln  hend  that  had  better  been  oat ; 

While  Cupid's  an  urchin 

We  kr'^w  deserves  birching, 
Ile*a  so  prone  to  delude  folk.«<.  and  leave  them  the  lurch  in 

*Twas  doubtless  his  doing 

That  absolute  ruin 
Was  the  end  of  all  poor  dear  Therea^'s  ahampooiug.  ^ 
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'Tis  a  subject  £  don't  like  to  dwell  on  :  but  such 

Things  will  huppen  —  ay,  e'en  'mongst  the  phlogniatic  Duioh 

"When  Woman,"  as  GoldMnith  declares,  "stoops  to  folly, 
And  finds  out  too  late  tliat  false  man  can  betray," 

Sl»e  is  apt  to  look  dismal,  and  grow  "  melan-choly," 
And,  in  short,  to  be  anything  rather  than  gay. 

He  goes  on  to  remark  that  "  to  punish  her  lover, 
Wring  his  bosom,  and  cb-aw  the  tear  into  his  eye, 

There  is  but  one  method"  which  he  can  discover 
That's  likely  to  answer — that  one  is  "  to  die !" 

He's  wrong  —  the  wan  and  withering  cheek; 

The  thin  lips,  pale,  and  drawn  apart ; 
The  dim  yet  tearlcits  eyes,  that  speak 

The  misery  of  the  breaking  heart ; 

The  wasted  form,  th*  enfeebled  tone 

That  whispering  mocks  the  pitying  ear ; 

Th'  imploring  glnnces  heaven-ward  thrown. 
As  heedless,  helpless,  hopeless  here ; 

These  wring  the  false  one's  heart  enough. 
If  "made  of  penetrable  stuff." 

And  poor  Thercse 

Thus  pines  and  decays. 
TiL.  stung  with  remorse.  St.  Foix  takes  n  post-chnive 

With,  for  "wheelers,"  two  bays. 

And,  for  leaders,"  two  greys. 
And  soon  reaches  France,  by  the  help  of  relays, 
Flying  shabbily  off  from  the  ^'ipht  of  his  victim, 
And  driving  as  fast  as  if  Old  Nick  had  kick'd  him. 

She,  poor  sinnncr 

Grows  thinner  and  thinner. 
Leaves  off  eating  breakfast,  and  luncheon,  and  dinner, 
Till  yon  *d  really  suppose  she  could  liivo  nothing  in  her.-— 
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One  eTening — 'twas  just  as  the  clock  struck  eleven  — 
They  saw  she*cl  been  sinking  fust  ever  since  seven, — 
She  breatli'cl  one  deep  sigh,  throw  one  look  up  to  Heaven, 

And  all  was  o'er!  — 

Poor  Therese  was  no  more  — 
She  was  gone ! — the  last  breath  that  she  managed  to  draw 
Escaped  in  one  half-utter'd  word — 'twas  "  St.  Foix !" 

»  *  *  *  *  * 

Who  can  fly  from  himself?    Bitter  cares,  when  you  feel  'em 

Are  not  cured  by  travel — as  Horace  says,  "  Cmlum 

Non  animum  mutant  qui  eurrunt  (rant  mare  /" 

It 's  climat«,  not  mind,  that  by  *roaming  men  vary  — 

Remorse  for  temptation  to  which  you  have  yielded,  is 

A  shadow  you  can't  sell  as  Peter  Schlemil  did  bis ; 

It  haunts  you  for  ever — in  bed  and  at  board. — 

Ay,  e'en  in  your  dreams. 

And  you  can't  find,  it  seems, 
Aiy  proof  that  a  guilty  man  ever  yet  snored ! 
It  is  much  if  he  slumbers  at  all,  which  but  few, 
— Pran9oi8  Xavier  Auguste  was  an  instance — can  do. 

Indeed,  from  the  time 

He  committed  the  crime 
Vf  liich  cut  off  poor  sister  Therese  in  her  prime, 
Hi'  was  not  the  same  man  that  he  had  been  —  his  plan 
Was  quite  changed — in  wild  freaks  he  no  moi*e  led  the  vaij ; 

He'd  scarce  sleep  a  wink  in 

A  week;   but  sit  thinking, 

From  company  shrinking  — 

He  quite  gave  up  drinking. 
At  the  mess-table,  too,  where  now  seldom  he  en  me, 
Fish,  Jricaatef  fricantieau^  potage,  or  game, 
Ihndnn  aux  truffen,  or  turbot  d  la  crime^ 
No! — he  still  shook  his  head,  —  it  was  always  the  samo^ 
Still  he  never  complain'd  that  the  cook  was  to  binmol 
Twas  his  appetite  fnil'd  him  —  no  matter  how  raro 
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And  recherch4  tho  disl),  how  delicious  the  faro,— 
What  he  used  to  like  best  he  no  longer  could  bear; 

But  he'd  there  sit  and  stare 

With  an  air  of  despair: 

Took  no  care,  but  would  wear 

Boots  that  wanted  repair; 
Such  a  shirt  too !  you  'd  think  he  M  no  linen  to  spare 
He  omitted  to  shave;  — he  neglected  his  hair, 
And  look*d  more  like  a  Guy  than  a  gay  Moosquetairo 

One  thing,  above  all,  most  excited  remark : 
In  the  evening  he  seldom  sat  long  after  dark. 
Not  that  then,  as  of  yore,  he  'd  go  out  for  "  a  lark 

With  his  friends;  but  when  they. 

After  taking  cafi 
Would  have  broiled  bones  and  kidneys  brought  in  on  ■.  cray, 
— Which  I  own  I  consider  a  very  good  way, 
If  a  man's  not  dyspeptic,  to  wind  up  the  day — 
No  persuasion  on  earth  could  induce  him  to  stay ; 
But  he'd  take  up  his  candlestick,  just  nod  his  head 
By  way  of  ••Good  evening!"  and  walk  off  to  bed. 
Yet  even  when  there  he  secm'd  no  better  off. 
For  he'd  wheeze,  and  he'd  sneeze,  and  he'd  liem  :  and  he'd 
nough ; 

And  they'd  hear  him  all  night, 

Sometimes,  sobbing  outright. 
While  his  valet,  who  often  endcavour'd  to  peep, 
Declared  that  ••his  master  was  never  asleep ! 
Rut  would  sigh,  and  would  groan,  slap  his  forehead,  an»!  weep; 

That  about  ten  o'clock 

His  door  he  would  lock, 
An.i  then  never  would  open  it,  lot  who  would  kn(»ck! — 

He  had  heard  him,"  he  said, 

••Soraetimps  jump  out  of  bed. 
And  talk  a«  if  speaking  to  one  who  was  deadl 
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He'd  groan,  and  he'd  moan. 

In  so  piteous  a  tone, 
Begging  some  one  or  other  to  let  him  alone. 
That  it  really  would  soften  the  heart  of  a  stone 
To  hear  him  exclaim  so,  and  call  upon  HeaTen 
Then — The  bother  began  alwajrs/twr  at  eleven  !** 

Francois  Xarier  Angoste,  as  I  've  told  jou  before 
I  beliere,  was  a  popular  man  in  his  eorp$. 

And  his  comrades,  not  one 

Of  whom  knew  of  the  Nun, 
Now  began  to  consult  what  was  best  to  be  done. 

Count  Cordon  Bleu 

And  the  Sieur  de  la  Roue 
Confessed  they  did  not  know  at  all  what  to  do : 
But  the  Chevalier  Hippolyte  Hector  Achille 
Alphonse  Stanislaus  Emile  de  Grandville 

Made  a  fervent  appeal 

To  the  zeal  they  must  feel 
For  their  frieud,  so  distinguish'd  an  officer,  's  wenl, 
"The  first  thing,"  he  said,  "was  to  find  out  the  matter 
That  bored  their  poor  friend  so,  and  caused  all  thia  clatter— 

Mort  de  ma  vie!" 

—  Here  he  took  some  rappee — 
"Be  the  cause  what  it  may,  he  shall  tell  it  to  nic  !*' — 
He  was  right,  sure  enough — in  a  couple  of  dnys 
He  worms  out  the  whole  story  of  Sister  Thcrese, 
Now  cntomb'd,  poor  dear  soul !  in  some  Dutch  I'ire  Jn  Chni»€ 
---"But  the  worst  thing  of  all,"  Francois  Xavier  declares, 
'  Is,  whenever  I've  taken  my  candle  up  stairs. 
There's  Therese  sitting  there  —  upon  one  of  those  cliaii-a' 

Such  a  frown,  too,  she  wears, 

And  80  frightfully  glares. 
That  I  'm  really  prevented  from  saying  my  pray'rs. 
While  an  odour,  —  the  very  reverse  of  perfume, — 
More  like  rhubarb  or  senna, — pervades  the  whole  room!" 
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Hector  Achille 

Stanislaus  Erailc, 
Wl  en  he  beard  him  talk  so  felt  an  odd  sort  of  feel ; 
Not  that  he  cared  for  (i  hosts —  he  was  far  too  genteei ; 
Still  a  queerish  sensation  came  on  when  be  saw 

Him,  whom,  for  fun. 

They'd,  by  way  of  a  pun 
On  his  person  and  principles,  nick-named  Sans  Foiy 

A  man  whom  they  had,  you  sec, 

Mark'd  as  a  Sadducee, — 
lu  his  horns,  all  at  once,  so  completely  to  draw, 
And  to  talk  of  a  Ghost  with  such  manifest  awe ! — 
It  excited  the  Chevalier  Grandville's  surprise ; 
He  shrugg'd  up  his  shouldcrH,  he  tum'd  up  his  eyes, 
And  he  thought  with  himself  that  he  could  not  do  lesb 
Than  lay  tne  whole  matter  before  the  whole  Mess. 

Repetition's  detestable; — 

So,  as  you're  best  able 
Paint  to  yourself  the  effect  at  the  Mess-table — 

How  the  bold  Brigadiers 

Prick'd  up  their  cars, 
And  received  the  account,  some  with  fcai^s,  some  with  sneert; 

How  the  Sieur  de  la  Roue 

Said  to  Count  Cordon  Bleu, 
**Mafoi — e'esl  bien  drdle — Monseigneur,  what  say  you?" — 

How  Count  Cordon  Bleu 

Declared  he  "thought  so  too;" — 
How  the  Colonel  affirni'd  that  •'  the  case  was  quite  new ;"-  - 

How  the  Captains  and  Majors 

Begun  to  lay  wagers 
How  far  the  Ghost  part  of  the  story  was  true ; — 
How,  at  last,  when  ask'd  "  What  was  the  best  thing  to  do  ?" 
Everybody  was  silent,  —  for  nobody  knew ! — 
A:id  how,  in  the  end,  they  said,  "No  one  could  de»! 
With  the  matter  so  well,  from  his  prudence  and  sesl, 
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As  the  Gentleman  who  wan  the  first  to  reveal 
This  strange  story  —  viz.  Hippolyte  Hector  AchiUe 
Alpbonse  Stanislaus  Emile  dc  Orandville !'' 

I  need  scarcely  relate 

The  plans,  little  and  gi-eat, 
Which  came  into  the  Chevalier  Hippolyte's  pate, 
To  rescue  his  friend  from  his  terrible  ft)cs. 
Those  mischievous  Imps,  whom  the  world,  I  suppose 
Prom  extravagant  notions  respecting  their  hue, 
Has  strangely  agreed  to  denominate  **  Blue,'* 
Inasmuch  as  his  schemes  were  of  no  more  avail 
Than  those  he  had,  early  in  life,  found  to  fail, 
When  he  strove  to  lay  salt  on  some  little  bird's  tail. 

In  vain  did  he  try 

With  strong  waters  to  ply 
Ili^  friend,  on  the  ground  that  he  never  could  spy 
Such  a  thing  as  a  Ghost,  with  a  drop  in  his  eye ; 
St  Foix  never  would  drink  now  unles?  he  was  dry : 
Besides,  what  the  vulgar  call  **  sucking  the  monkey* 
Has  much  less  effect  on  a  man  when  he 's  funky. 
In  vain  did  he  strive  to  detain  him  at  tnble 
Till  his  **dark  hour"  was  over — he  never  was  able, 

Rrivc  once,  when  at  Mess, 

With  that  sort  of  address     ^ 
Which  the  British  call  '*  Humbug,"  and  Frenchmen  »•  Finesf$t 
(It's  **  Blarney"  in  Irish  —  I  don't  know  the  Scotch,) 
He  fell  to  admiring  his  friend's  English  watch.* 

He  examined  the  face, 

And  the  back  of  the  case. 
And  the  young  Lady's  portrait  there,  done  on  enamel,  he 
**  Saw  by  the  likeness  was  one  of  the  family ;" 

Cried  **Sfiperbe!  —  Magnifique .'" 

(With  his  tongue  in  his  check) - 
Then  he  opened  the  case,  just  to  take  a  peep  in  it,  and 
Seized  the  occasion  to  pop  back  the  minute-hand. 
•  '*  Tompion's,  I  presume  ?"  —  Farqdhar. 
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With  a  demi-eonffi,  and  a  shrug,  and  a  grin,  he 
Returns  the  bijou  and  —  e'etl  une  affaire  finie  — 
"  I  've  done  him,"  thinks  he,  **  now,  I  'U  wager  a  guinea !" 

It  happened  that  day 

They  were  all  very  gay, 
'Twas  the  Grand  Monarque'tt  birthday — ^that  is,  'twas  St.  Louis's,  I 

MThich  in  Catholic  countries,  of  course,  they  would  Tiew  as  his— 

So  when  Hippolyte  saw 

Him  about  to  withdraw,  | 

He  cried,  "  Come — that  won't  do,  my  fine  fellow,  St.  Foix,-^  ' 

Give  us  uve  minutes  longer  and  drink  Vive  le  Koi"  I 

Francois  Xavier  Auguste, 

Without  any  mistrust  | 

Of  the  trick  that  was  play'd,  drew  his  wat^jh  from  his  fob. 
Just  glanced  at  the  hour,  then  agreed  to  **  hob-nob," 

Fiird  a  bumper,  and  rose 

With  *\3lessieursy  I  propose  — " 
tie  paused — his  blanch'd  lips  fail'd  to  utter  the  toasti  i 

*Twas  eleven!  —  he  thought  it  half-pa»t  ten  at  most  — 
Ev'ry  limb,  nerve,  and  muscle  grew  stiff  as  a  post, — 

His  jaw  dropp'd  —  his  eyes 

Swell'd  to  twice  their  own  size  — 
And  he  stood  as  a  poiAor  would  stand  —  at  a  Ghost ! 
—  Then  shriek'd,  as  he  fell  on  the  floor  like  a  stone. 
"  Ah !  Sister  Therese !  now  — do  let  me  alone !" 


It*8  amazing  by  sheer  perseverance  what  men  do, — 

As  water  wears  stone  by  the  "  Sape  Cadcndo^-* 

If  they  stick  to  Lord  Somebody's  motto,  "  Agendo! 

Was  it  not  Robert  Bruce?  —  I  declare  T  've  forgot, 

But  I  think  it  was  Robert  —  you'll  find  it  in  Scott  — 

Who,  when  cursing  Dame  Fortune,  was  taught  by  a  Spider, 

**She*8  sure  to  come  round,  if  you  will  but  abide  her." 
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Then  another  great  Rob. 

Called  "  Whi'.e-headcd  Bob," 
Whom  I  once  saw  receive  such  a  thump  on  the  "not" 
From  a  fist  which  might  almost  an  elephant  brain, 
That  I  really  believed,  at  the  firnt,  he  was  slain, 
For  he  laj  like  a  log  on  his  bnclc  on  the  plain, 
Till  a  gentleman  present  aceustom'd  to  trains 
Drew  out  a  small  lancet,  and  open'd  a  vein 
Just  below  his  left  eye,  which  relieving  the  pain. 
He  stood  up,  like  a  trump,  with  an  air  of  disdain, 

While  his  "backer"  was  fain, 

—  For  he  could  not  refrain  — 
(He  was  dress'd  in  pea-green,  with  a  pin  and  gold  chain, 
And  I  think  I  heard  somebody  call  him  "  Squire  Hayne.") 
To  whisper  (en  words  one  should  always  retain, 
—  "  Take  a  suck  at  the  lemon,  and  at  him  again  !  I '" 
A  hint  ne'er  surpass'd,  Hiough  thus  spoken  at  random. 
Since  Teucer's  apostrophe  —  Hil  denperandum .'  — 
— Grandville  acted  on  it,  and  order'd  his  Tandem. 

He  had  heard  St.  Foix  say, 

That  no  very  great  way 
From  Namur  was  a  snug  little  town  called  Grandpr^. 
Near  which,  a  few  miles  from  the  banks  of  the  Maeso, 
Dwelt  a  pretty  twin-sister  of  poor  dear  Ther^se, 
Of  the  same  age,  of  course,  the  same  father,  the  same  mothr.' 
And  as  like  to  Therese  as  one  pea  to  another ; 

She  liv'd  with  her  Mamma, 

Having  lost  her  Papa, 
Late  of  contraband  schnapa  an  unlicensed  distiller. 
And  her  name  was  Des  Moulins  (in  English,  Miss  Miller). 

Now,  though  Hippolyte  Hector 

Could  hardly  expect  her 
To  feel  much  regard  for  her  sister's  "  protector," 
When  she'd  seen  him  so  shiimefully  leave  and  neglect  h<!r; 
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Still,  be  very  well  knew 

In  this  world  there  are  few 
But  are  ready  much  Christian  forgiveness  to  shew. 
For  other  folk's  wrongs  —  if  well  paid  so  to  do  — 
And  he  *d  seen  to  what  acts  '<  Ha  augitsfce'^  compel  hmuz 
And  bflles^  whose  affairs  have  once  got  out  at  elbows, 
Witli  the  magic  effect  of  a  handful  of  crowns 
Upon  people  whose  pockets  boast  nothing  but  "  browns ;" 

A  few  franct  well  applied 

He  'd  no  doubt  would  decide 
Miss  Agnes  Des  Moulins  to  jump  up  and  ride 
As  far  as  head-jjuarters,  next  day,  by  his  side ; 
For  the  distance  was  nothing,  to  speak  by  comparison. 
To  the  town  where  the  Mounquctaires  now  lay  in  garrison; 

Then  he  thought,  by  the  aid 

Of  a  veil,  and  gown  made 
Like  those  worn  by  the  lady  his  friend  had  betray'd, 
They  might  dress  up  Miss  Agnes  so  like  to  the  Shade, 
Which  he  fancied  he  saw,  of  that  poor  injured  maid, 
Come  each  night,  with  her  pale  face,  his  guilt  to  upbraid ; 
That  if  once  introduced  to  his  room,  thus  array'd, 
And  then  unmask'd  as  soon  as  she'd  long  enough  stay'd, 
'Twould  be  no  very  difficult  task  to  persuade 
Him  the  whole  was  a  scurvy  trick,  cleverly  play'd. 
Out  of  spit€  and  revenge,  by  a  mischievous  jade ! 

With  respect  to  the  scheme — though  I  do  not  call  that  n  gem- 
Still  1  've  known  soldiers  adopt  a  worse  stratagem. 
And  that,  too,  among  the  decided  approvers 
Of  General  Sir  David  Dundas's  **  Manoeuvres." 

There's  a  proverb,  however, 

I've  always  thought  clever. 
Which  my  Grandmother  never  was  tired  of  repeating 
"The  pi  oof  of  the  Pudding  is  found  in  the  eating!  " 
We  shall  sec,  in  the  sequel,  how  Hector  Acbillo 
Had  mix'd  up  the  suet  and  plums  for  hi»  meal 
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The  night  had  set  in ;  — *twas  a  dark  and  a  gloomy  one; — 
Off  went  St.  Foix  to  his  chamber ;  a  roomy  one 

Five  stories  high, 

The  first  floor  from  the  sky, 
And  lofty  enough  to  afford  great  facility 
For  playing  a  game,  with  the  youthful  nobility 

Of  "crack  corps'^  a  deal  in 

Request,  when  they're  feeling, 
In  dull  country  quarters,  ennui  on  them  stealing ; 

A  wet  wafer 's  applied 

To  a  sixpence's  side, 
Then  it's  spun  with  the  thumb  up  to  stick  on  the  ceiling: 
[ntcllectual  amusement,  which  custom  allows  old  troops,  — 
I  'ye  seen  it  here  practised  at  homo  by  our  Household  troopa 

He'd  a  table,  and  bed, 

And  throe  chairs;  and  all's  said. — 
A  bachelor's  barrack,  where'er  you  discern  it,  y^ni're 
Sure  not  to  find  overburthen'd  with  furniture. 

Frau9ois  Xavier  Auguste  lock'd  and  bolted  his  door 
With  just  the  same  caution  he'd  practised  before; 

Little  he  knew 

That  the  Count  Cordon  Bleu, 
With  Hector  Achille,  and  the  Sieur  de  la  Roue, 
Had  been  up  there  before  him,  and  drawn  ev'ry  screw ! 

And  now  comes  the  moment — the  watches  and  clocks 

All  point  to  eleven!  —  the  bolts  and  the  locks 

Give  way  —  and  the  party  turn  out  tlieir  bag-fox  I— 

With  a  step  noiseless  and  light. 

Though  half  in  a  fright, 
"  A  cup  in  her  left  hand,  a  draught  in  her  right," 
In  her  robe  long  and  black,  and  her  veil  long  and  white 
Ma'am.sclle  Agnes  des  Moulins  walks  in  as  a  sprite  I — 

She  approaches  the  bed 

With  the  same  silent  tread 
Just  OS  though  she  had  been  at  least  half  a  year  dead) 
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Then  seating  herself  on  the  *'  rush-bottom'd  chair,** 
Throws  a  cold  stony  glance  on  the  Black  Mousquetairc;. 

If  you're  one  of  the  "play-going  public,"  kind  readei. 
And  not  a  Moravian  or  rigid  Seceder, 
You've  seen  Mr.  Kean, 
I  mean  in  that  scene 
Of  Macbeth, — by  some  thought  the  crack  one  of  the  pi60€ 
^Vhioh  has  been  so  well  painted  by  Mr.  M'Clise, — 
When  he  wants,  after  having  stood  up  to  say  grace,* 
To  sit  down  to  his  haggis,  and  can't  find  a  place ; 
You  remember  his  stare 
At  the  high-back'd  arm-chair, 
Where  the  Ghost  sits  that  nobody  else  knows  is  there, 
And  how,  after  saying  "  What  man  dares  I  dare!" 
He  proceeds  to  declare 
He  should  not  so  much  care 
If  it  came  in  the  shape  of  a  "tiger"  or  "bear," 
But  he  don't  like  it  shaking  its  long  gory  hair ! 
While  the  obstinate  Ghost,  as  detennined  to  brave  him, 
With  a  horrible  grin, 
Sits,  and  cocks  up  his  chin. 
Just  as  though  he  was  asking  the  tyrant  to  shave  him. 
And  Lennox  and  Rosse 
Seem  quite  at  a  loss 
If  they  ought  to  go  on  with  their  sheep's  head  and  sauce, 
And  Lady  Macbeth  looks  uncommonly  cross. 
And  says  in  a  huff 
It's  all  "Proper  stuff!"— 
All  this  you  '11  have  seen,  Reader,  often  enough ; 
So,  perhaps  'twill  assist  you  in  forming  some  notion 
Of  what  must  have  been  Franfois  Xavier's  emotion 
If  you  fancy  what  troubled 
Macbeth  to  be  doubled, 

*  May  good  digentlon  wait  on  appetlU, 
And  health  on  hoi^.— Macbeth, 
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And,  instead  of  one  Banquo  to  stare  in  his  face 
Without  "speculation,"  suppose  he'd  a  brace/ 

I  wish  I'd  poor  Fuseli's  pencil,  who  ne'er  I  bel- 
iove  was  exceeded  in  painting  the  terrible, 

Or  that  of  Sir  Josliua 

Reynolds,  who  was  so  a- 
droit  in  depicting  it — vide  his  piece 
Descriptive  of  Cardinal  Beaufort's  decease. 

Where  that  prelate  is  lying 

Decidedly  dying, 

With  the  King  and  his  suittj 

Standing  just  at  his  feet, 
And  his  hands,  as  Dame  Quickly  says,  fumbling  the  sheot , 
While,  close  at  his  ear,  with  the  air  of  a  scorner, 
«*  Busy,  meddling,"  Old  Nick's  grinning  up  in  the  comer. 
But  painting 's  an  art  I  confess  I  am  raw  in, 
The  fact  is,  I  never  took  lessons  in  drawing, 

Had  I  done  so,  instead 

Of  the  lines  you  have  read, 
I'd  have  giv'n  you  a  sketch  should  have  fiU'd  you  with  dreaa, 
Fran9ois  Xavier  Auguste  squatting  up  in  his  bed, 

His  hands  widely  spread, 

His  complexion  like  lead, 
Ev'ry  hair  that  he  has  standing  up  on  his  head, 
As  when,  Agnes  des  Moulins  first  catching  his  view, 
Now  right,  and  now  left,  rapid  glances  he  threw, 
Then  shriek'd  with  a  wild  and  unearthly  halloo, 

**  Mon  Difu  !  vHa  deux  !  I 

By  the  Pope  there  are  two  ! !  I " 

He  fell  back — one  long  aspiration  he  drew, 

In  flew  De  la  Roue, 

And  Count  Cordon  Bleu, 
Pommade,  Pommo-de-terre,  and  the  rest  if  their  crew. 
He  dtirr'd  not, — he  spoke  not, — he  none  of  them  knew. 
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And  Achille  cried  "Odzooks! 
I  fear,  by  his  looks, 
Our  friend,  Fran9ois  Xavier,  has  popp'd  off  the  hooks  I" 

'Twas  too  true 

Malheureuxl! 
It  was  done !  —  he  had  ended  his  earthly  career, — 
Ue  had  gone  off  at  once  with  a  flea  in  his  ear ; 
—  The  Black  Mousquetaire  was  as  dead  as  Small-Derrt* 

A  moral  more  in  point  I  scarce  could  hope 

Than  this,  from  Mr.  Alexander  Pope. 

If  ever  chance  should  bring  some  Cornet  gay. 

And  pious  Maid,  —  as,  possibly,  it  may,  — 

From  Knightsbridgo  Barrack^i,  and  the  shades  serene 

Of  Clapham  Rise,  as  far  as  Kcnsal  Green ; 

O'er  some  pale  marble  when  they  join  tlieir  heads 

To  kisH  the  falling  tears  each  other  sheds ; 

Oh  I  may  they  pause !  — and  think,  in  silent  awe, 

Ke,'that  he  reads  the  words,  ♦*  Ci  git  St.  FoixT 

She,  that  the  tombstone  which  her  eye  surveys 

Bears  this  sad  line,  —  Htejacet  Sasur  Thereie!" 

Then  shall  they  sigh,  and  weep,  and  murmuring  say, 

**0h !  may  we  never  play  such  tricks  as  they !" — 

And  if  at  such  a  time  some  Bard  there  be. 

Some  sober  Bard,  addicted  much  to  tea 

And  sentimental  ?ong — like  Iiigoldsby  — 

If  such  there  be — who  sings  and  sips  so  well. 

Let  him  this  sad,  this  tender  story  tell ! 

Warn'd  by  the  tale,  the  gentle  pair  shall  boast, 

"  1  've  'scaped  the  Broken  Heart !"  —  "  and  I  the  Ghost !  I  * 
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TnE  next  in  order  of  these  "  lays  of  many  lands" 
refers  to  a  a  period  far  earlier  in  point  of  date,  and  has 
for  its  scene  the  banks  of  what  our  Teutonic  friends 
are  wont  to  call  their  "  own  imperial  River !"  The 
incidents  which  it  records  afford  sufficient  proof  (and 
these  are  days  of  demonstration),  that  a  propensity  to 
flirtation  is  not  confined  to  nge  or  country,  and  that  its 
consequences  were  not  less  disastrous  to  the  mail-elad 
Ri tier  of  the  dark  ages  than  to  the  silken  courtier  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  The  whole  narrative  bears 
^bout  it  the  stamp  of  truth,  and  from  the  papers  among 
which  it  was  discovered  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  must 
have  been  picked  up  by  Sir  Peregrine  in  the  course  of 
one  of  his  valetudinary  visits  to  "The  German  Spa.'* 


SIR  RUPERT  THE  FEARLESS. 

A   LEOKND   OF   GERMANY. 

Sir  Rupert  the  Fearless,  a  gallant  yonng  knigbt, 
Was  equally  ready  to  tipple  or  fight, 

Crack  a  crown,  or  a  bottle, 

Cut  sirloin,  or  throttle; 
In  brief,  or  as  Hume  says,  **  to  sum  up  the  tottle," 
Unstain'd  by  dishonour,  unsullied  by  fear. 
All  his  neighbours  pronounced  him  a  preuz  chevalier. 

Despite  these  perfections,  corporeal  and  mental, 
He  had  one  slight  defect,  viz.  a  rather  lean  rental; 
Besides,  as  'tis  own'd  there  arc  spots  in  the  sun, 
80  it  must  be  cnnfess'd  that  Sir  Rupert  had  one ; 
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Being  rather  unthinking, 

HeM  scarce  sleep  a  wink  in 
A  night,  but  addict  himself  sadly  to  drinking, 

And  what  moralists  say. 

Is  as  naughty — to  play, 
To  Rouge  et  Noir^  Hazard,  Short  Whist,  Ecart6 ; 
Till  these,  and  a  few  less  defensible  fancies 
Brought  the  Knight  to  the  end  of  his  slendor  finances. 

When  at  length  through  his  boozing, 

And  tenants  refusing 
Their  rents,  swearing  "  times  were  so  bad  they  were  losing,** 

His  steward  said,  "O,  sir, 

It^s  some  time  ago,  sir. 
Since  aught  through  my  hands  reached  the  baker  or  grocer. 
And  the  tradesmen  in  general  are  gi'own  great  complainers.** 
Sir  Rupert  the  brave  thus  addressed  his  retainers : 

*'  My  friends,  since  tlie  stock 

Of  my  father's  old  hock 
Is  out,  with  the  Kiirohwasser,  Barsac,  Moselle, 
And  we  're  fairly  reduced  to  the  pump  and  the  well, 

I  presume  to  suggest. 

We  shall  all  find  it  best 
For  each  to  shake  hands  with  his  friends  ere  he  goes. 
Mount  his  horse,  if  he  has  one,  and  —  follow  his  iios« 

As  to  me,  I  opine. 

Left  9an»  money  or  wine. 
My  best  way  is  to  throw  myself  into  the  Bhine, 
Where  pitying  trav'lcrs  may  sigh,  as  they  cross  over, 
'Though  he  lived  a  rovi,  yet  he  died  a  philosopher.* " 

The  Knight,  having  bow'd  out  his  friends  thus  politely, 
Got  into  his  skiff,  the  full  moon  shining  brightly. 

By  the  light  of  whose  beam. 

He  soon  spied  on  the  stream 
A  dame,  whose  complexion  was  fair  as  new  cream , 
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Pretty  pink  silken  hose 

CoTcr'd  ankles  and  toes, 
In  other  respects  she  was  scanty  of  clothes ; 
For,  so  says  tradition,  both  written  and  oral, 
Her  one  garment  was  loopM  up  with  bnnches  of  coral 

Full  sweetly  she  sang  to  a  sparkling  guitar, 
With  silver  chords  stretch 'd  over  Derbyshire  spar, 

And  she  smiled  on  the  Knight, 

Who,  amazed  at  tlie  sight. 
Soon  found  his  astonishment  merged  in  delight ; 

But  the  stream  by  degrees 

Now  rose  up  to  her  knees, 
Till  at  length  it  invaded  her  very  chemise, 
While  the  heavenly  strain,  as  the  wave  seem'd  to  swallow  her 
And  slowly  she  sank,  sounded  fainter  and  hollower ; 

— Jumping  up  in  his  boat 

And  discarding  his  coat, 
"Here  goes,'*  cried  Sir  Rupert,  "by  jingo  I'll  follow  her  I" 
Then  into  the  water  he  plunged  with  a  souse 
That  was  heard  quite  distinctly  by  those  in  the  houM 

Down,  down,  forty  fathom  and  more  from  the  brink, 
8ir  Rupert  the  Fearless  continues  to  sink. 

And,  as  downward  he  goes, 

Still  the  cold  water  flows 
Through  his  ears,  and  his  eyes,  and  his  mouth,  and  his  nnso, 
Till  the  rum  and  the  brandy  he  'd  swalluw'd  since  lunch 
Wanted  nothing  but  lemon  to  fill  him  with  punch ; 
Some  minutes  elapsed  since  he  entered  the  flood, 
Ere  his  heels  touch'd  the  bottom,  and  stuck  in  the  mud. 

But  oh!  what  a  sight 
Met  the  eyes  of  the  Knight, 
When  he  stood  in  the  depth  of  the  stream  bolt  upright  I— 
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A  grand  stalactite  hall, 

Like  the  cave  of  Fingal. 
Rose  above  and  about  him ;  —  groat  fishes  and  small 
Came  thronging  around  him,  regardless  of  danger, 
A.nd  seemed  all  agog  for  a  peep  at  the  stranger. 

Their  figures  and  forms  to  describe,  language  fails — 
They  'd  such  very  odd  heads,  and  such  very  odd  tails , 
Of  their  gouus  or  species  a  sample  to  gain, 
Von  would  ransack  all  llungerford  market  in  vain ; 

E'en  the  famed  Mr.  Myers, 

Would  scarcely  find  buyers. 
Though  hundreds  of  passengers  doubtless  uroold  stop 
To  stare,  were  such  monsters  exposed  in  his  shop. 

But  little  rock*d  Rupert  these  queer-looking  brates. 

Or  the  efts  and  the  newts 

That  crawl'd  up  his  boots, 
For  a  sight,  beyond  any  of  which  1  've  made  mention. 
In  a  moment  completely  absorb'd  his  attention. 
A  huge  crystal  bath,  which,  with  water  far  clearer 
Than  George  Robins'  filters,  or  Thorpe's  (which  are  deaivr), 

Have  ever  distiU'd, 

To  the  summit  was  fiU'd, 
Lay  stretch'd  out  before  him,  —  ond  every  nerve  tlirill'd 

As  scores  of  )•  oung  women 

Were  diving  and  swimming. 
Till  the  vision  a  perfect  quandary  put  him  in ; — 
All  slightly  acoutred  in  gauzes  and  lawns. 
They  came  floating  about  liim  like  so  many  prawns. 

Sir  Rupert,  who  (barring  the  few  peccadilloes 
Alluded  to,)  ere  he  leapt  into  the  billows 
l*ossess'd  irreproachable  morals,  began 
To  feel  rather  queer,  as  a  modest  young  man; 
When  forth  stepp'd  a  dame,  whom  he  recognised 
Ha  the  one  he  had  seen  by  the  light  of  the  moon. 
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And  lispM,  while  a  soft  smile  attetided  each  sentence, 
'*  Sir  Rapert,  I  *m  happy  to  make  your  acquaintauoe ; 

Mv  name  is  Lurline, 

And  the  ladies  you've  seeu, 
All  do  me  the  honour  to  call  mo  their  Qneen ; 
[  'm  delighted  to  see  you,  sir,  down  in  the  Rhine  here. 
And  hope  you  can  make  it  convenient  to  dine  heio." 

The  Knight  blush'd,  and  bow'd, 
Of  subaqueous  beauties,  then  answerM  aloud : 
"Ma'am,  you  do  me  much  honour,  —  I  cannot  express 
The  delight  I  shall  feel — if  you'll  pardon  my  dress — 
May  1  venture  to  say,  when  a  gentleman  jumps 
In  the  river  nt  midiiiglit  for  want  of  *the  dumps,' 
He  rarely  puts  on  his  knee-breeches  and  pumps ; 
If  I  could  but  have  gucss'd — what  I  sensibly  feel — 
Tour  politeness  —  I'd  not  have  come  en  dishabilUy 
But  have  put  on  my  silk  tighta  in  lieu  of  my  gteel." 
Quoth  the  lady,  **  Dear  sir,  no  apologies,  pray. 
You  will  take  our  '  pot-luck '  in  the  family  way ; 

We  can  give  you  a  dish 

Of  some  decentish  fish. 
And  our  water's  thought  fairish ;  but  here  in  the  Rhine, 
I  can't  say  we  pique  ourselves  much  on  our  wine." 

The  Knight  made  a  bow  more  profound  than  before, 
\rhcn  a  Dory-faced  page  oped  the  dining-room  door. 

And  said,  bending  his  knee, 

''^  Madamtf  on  a  aervi!" 
Rupert  tender'd  his  arm,  led  Lurline  to  her  place. 
And  a  fat  little  Mer-man  stood  up  and  said  grace. 

What  boots  it  to  tell  of  the  viands,  or  how  she 
Apologised  much  for  their  plain  water-souchy, 

Want  of  Harvey's,  and  Cross's, 

And  Burgess's  sauces' 
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Or  how  Rnpert,  on  his  side,  protested,  by  Joye,  he 
Preferr'd  his  fish  plain,  without  soy  or  anchovy. 

Suffice  it  the  meal 

Boasted  trout,  perch,  and  eel, 
Besides  some  remarkably  fine  salmon  peel. 
The  Knight,  sooth  to  say,  thought  much  less  of  the  fishes 
Than  of  what  they  were  served  on,  the  massive  gold  disho* 
While  his  eye,  as  it  glanced  now  and  then  on  the  girls, 
Was  caught  by  their  persons  much  less  than  their  pearls. 
And  a  thought  came  across  him  and  caused  him  to  muse, 

"If  I  could  but  get  hold 

Of  some  of  that  gold, 
I  might  manage  to  pay  oflf  my  rascally  Jews  I" 

When  dinner  was  done,  at  a  sign  to  the  lasses, 

The  table  was  clear'd,  and  they  put  on  fresh  glasses ; 

Then  the  lady  addrest 

Her  redoubtable  guest 
Much  as  Dido,  of  old,  did  the  pious  Eneas, 
"  Dear  sir,  what  induced  you  to  come  down  and  see  us?"— 
Rupert  gave  her  a  glance  most  bewitchingly  tender, 
lioll'd  back  in  his  chair,  put  his  toes  on  the  fender. 

And  told  her  outright 

How  that  he,  a  young  Knight, 
Had  never  been  last  at  a  feast  or  a  fight ; 

But  that  keeping  good  cheer 

Every  day  in  the  year, 
And  drinking  neat  wines  all  the  same  as  small-beer, 

Had  exhausted  his  rent. 

And,  his  money  all  spent^ 
How  he  borrow'd  large  sums  at  two  hundred  per  cent. ; 

How  they  follow'd — and  then, 

The  once  civillest  of  men, 
Messrs  Howard  and  Gibbs,  made  him  bitterly  rue  it  he 
*d  ever  raised  money  by  way  of  annuity ; 
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And,  his  mortgiiges  being  about  to  forecln^c. 
llu%  he  jump'd  in  the  river  to  finish  his  woe-sI 

Lurline  was  affected,  and  own'd,  with  a  tear, 
That  a  story  so  mournful  had  ne'er  met  her  ear ; 

Rupert,  hearing  her  sigh, 

Look'd  uncommonly  sly, 
And  s&id,  with  some  emphasis,  **  Ah!  miss,  bad  1 

A  few  pounds  of  those  metals 

You  waste  here  on  kctUes, 

Then,  Lord  once  again 

Of  my  spacious  domain, 
A  free  Count  of  the  Empire  once  more  I  might  reign, 

With  Lurliue  at  my  side. 

My  adorable  bride, 
(For  the  parson  should  come,  and  the  knot  should  be  tied) ; 
No  couple  so  happy  on  earth  should  be  seen 
As  Sir  Rupert  the  brave  and  his  charming  Lurline ; 
Not  that  money 's  my  object — No,  hang  it !  I  scorn  it  — 
And  as  for  my  rank  —  but  that  you  'd  so  adorn  it  — 

I'd  abandon  it  all 

To  remain  your  true  thrall. 
And,  instead  of  *the  Oreat^  be  call'd  *  Rupert  the  Small;' 
—  To  gain  but  your  smilei>,  were  I  Sardnnapalus, 
1  'd  descend  from  my  throne,  and  be  boots  at  an  alehouse."* 

Lurliue  hung  her  head, 

Tum'd  pale,  and  then  red. 
Growing  faint  at  this  sudden  proposal  to  wed. 
As  though  his  abruptness,  in  << popping  the  question*' 
go  soon  after  dinner,  disturbed  her  digestion. 

Then,  averting  her  eye. 

With  a  lover-like  sigh, 
'^  You  are  welcome,''  she  murmur'd  in  tones  most  bewitching 
••  To  every  utensil  I  have  in  my  kitchen !" 

***8atdanapaliu   and  "Boots,"  tb«  Zenitfi  and  Xadir  at  human  aorinty 
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Upstarted  the  Knight, 

Half  mad  with  delight. 

Round  her  finely-fonn'd  waist 

He  immediately  placed 
One  arm,  which  the  lady  most  closely  embraced, 
Of  her  lily-white  fingers  the  otlier  made  capture, 
And  he  pressed  his  adored  to  his  bosom  with  rapture. 
"  And  oh !"  he  exclaimed,  "let  them  go  catch  my  skiflF.  I 
'11  be  home  in  a  twinkling  and  back  in  a  jiffy, 
Nor  one  moment  procrastinate  longer  my  journey 
Than  to  put  up  the  banns  and  kick  out  the  attorney." 

One  kiss  to  her  lip,  and  one  squeeze  to  her  hand, 
And  Sir  Rupert  already  was  half-way  to  land, 

For  a  sour-visaged  Triton, 

With  features  would  frighten 
Old  Nick,  caught  him  up  in  one  hand,  though  no  light  ort, 
Sprang  up  through  the  waves,  popp'd  him  into  his  funny, 
Which  some  others  already  had  half-fill'd  with  money: 
In  fact,  *twas  so  heavily  laden  with  ore 
And  pearls,  'twas  a  mercy  he  got  it  to  shore ; 

But  Sir  Rupert  was  strong, 

And  while  pulling  along, 
Still  he  heard,  fainMy  sounding,  the  water-nymphs'  sonj, 

LAY    OP    THE    NAIADS. 

**AwayI  away!  to  the  mountain's  brow, 

Where  the  castle  is  darkly  frowning; 
And  the  vassals,  all  in  goodly  row, 

Weep  for  their  lord  a-drowning! 
Away!  away!  to  the  steward's  room. 

Where  law  with  its  wig  and  robe  is: 
Throw  us  out  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe, 

And  sweetly  we  '11  tickle  their  tobies !" 

The  unearthly  voices  scarce  had  ceased  their  yelling, 
When  Rupert  rcacb'd  his  old  baronial  dwelling. 
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What  rejoicing  wa?  there ! 

How  the  Yassals  did  stare ! 
The  eld  housekeeper  put  a  clean  shirt  down  to  air, 

For  she  saw  by  her  lamp 

That  her  master's  was  damp, 
And  she  fcar'd  he  'd  catch  cold,  and  lumbago,  and  cramp ; 

But,  scorning  what  she  did, 

The  Knight  never  heeded 
Wet  jacket  or  trousers,  nor  thought  of  repining, 
Since  their  pockets  had  got  such  a  delicate  lining. 

But  oh!  what  dismay! 

Fill'd  the  tribe  of  Ca  Sa, 
When  they  found  he  'd  the  cash,  and  intended  to  pay  I 
Away  went  ** eoffnovits,'^  *' bills,"  ••  bonds,"  and  "escheats,*'^ 
Rupert  clear'd  off  all  scores,  and  took  proper  receipts. 

Now  no  more  he  sends  out 

For  pots  of  brown  stout, 
Or  tehnapsy  but  resolves  to  do  henceforth  without, 
Abjure  from  this  hour  all  excess  and  ebriety, 
Enrol  himself  one  of  a  Temp'rance  Society, 

All  riot  eschew. 

Begin  life  anew, 
And  new-cushion  and  hassock  the  family  pew ! 
Nay,  to  strengthen  him  more  in  his  new  mode  of  life, 
lie  boldly  determines  to  take  him  a  wife. 

Now,  many  would  think  that  the  Knight,  from  a  nice  .^eiis* 
Of  honour,  should  put  Lurlinc's  name  in  the  license. 
And  that,  for  a  man  of  his  breeding  and  quality, 

To  break  faith  and  troth, 

Confirm'd  by  an  oath, 
Is  not  quite  consistent  with  rigid  morality: 
But  whether  the  nymph  was  forgot,  or  he  thought  her 
From  her  essence  scarce  wife,  but  at  best  wife-aud- water, 
4» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


42  A   LEGEND  OF  GERM  A  VI'. 

And  declined  as  imsuited, 

A  bride  so  diluted  — 

Be  this  as  it  may, 

He,  I  *m  sorry  to  say, 
(For,  all  things  consider d,  I  own  'twas  a  mm  thing,) 
Made  proposals  in  form  to  Miss  Una  Von  —  something, 
(Her  name  has  escaped  me,)  sole  heiress,  and  niece 
To  a  highly  respectable  Justice  of  Peace. 

"  Thrice  happy  *8  the  wooing 
That's  not  long  a-doing!*' 
So  much  time  is  saved  in  the  billing  and  cooing  — 
The  ring  is  now  bought,  the  white  favours,  and  gloves. 
And  all  the  et  cetera  which  crown  people's  loves ; 
A  magnificent  bride-cake  comes  home  from  the  baker. 
And  lastly  appears,  from  the  German  Long  Acre, 
That  shaft  which  the  sharpest  in  all  Cupid's  (juiver  is, 
A  plum-colour'd  coach,  and  rich  Pompadour  liveries 

*Twas  a  comely  sight 

To  behold  the  Knight, 
With  his  beautiful  bride,  dress'd  all  in  white, 
And  the  bridemaids  fair  with  their  long  lace  veils, 
As  tliey  all  walk'd  up  to  the  alt«r  rails, 
While  nice  little  boys,  the  incense  dispensers, 
March'd  in  front  with  white  surplices,  bands,  and  gilt  ceuBen. 

With  a  gracious  air,  and  a  smiling  look, 

Mesff  John  had  open'd  his  awful  book, 

And  had  read  so  far  as  to  ask  if  to  wed  he  meant? 

And  if  "  he  knew  any  just  cause  or  impediment  ?" 

When  from  base  to  turret  the  castle  shook ! ! ! 

Then  came  a  sound  of  a  mighty  rain 

Pushing  against  each  storied  pane. 

The  wind  blow  loud. 

And  a  coal-black  cloud 
0*ershadow'd  the  church,  and  the  party,  and  crowd; 
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ITow  it  eould  happen  they  could  not  dirine, 
The  morning  had  been  so  remarkably  fine ! 

Still  the  darkness  increased,  till  it  reached  such  a  past 
That  the  sextoness  hastened  to  tnm  on  the  gas ; 

But  harder  it  pour'd. 

And  the  thunder  roar'd. 
As  if  heaven  and  earth  were  coming  together; 
None  ever  had  witness'd  such  terrible  weather. 

Now  louder  it  crash'd. 

And  the  lightning  flash'd. 

Exciting  the  fears 

Of  the  sweet  little  dears, 
In  the  veils,  as  it  danced  on  the  brass  chandeliers : 
The  parson  ran  off,  though  a  stout-hearted  Saxon, 
When  he  found  that  a  flash  had  set  fire  to  liis  caxon. 

Though  all  the  rest  trembled,  as  might  be  expected. 
Sir  Rupert  was  perfectly  cool  and  collected. 
'    And  endeavour'd  to  cheer 

His  bride,  in  her  ear 
Whispering  tenderly,    'Pray  don't  bo  frighten'd,  my  dear; 
Should  it  even  set  firo  to  the  castle,  and  burn  it,  you  'r^ 
Amply  insured,  both  for  buildings  and  furniture." 

But  now,  from  without, 

A  trustworthy  scout 

Rush'd  hurriedly  in, 

Wet  through  to  the  skin. 
Informing  his  master  *'  the  river  was  rising, 
And  floo4ling  the  grounds  in  a  way  quite  surprising." 

He  'd  no  time  to  say  more. 

For  already  the  roar 
<  »f  the  waters  was  heard  as  they  rcach'd  the  church  -door. 
While,  high  on  the  first  wave  that  roll'd  in,  was  seen. 
Kiding  proudly,  the  form  of  the  angry  Lurline; 
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Ami  all  might  observe,  by  her  glnnce  fierce  and  ^tormj. 
She  was  stung  by  the  spreUe  injuria  formes. 

What  she  said  to  the  Knight,  what  she  said  to  the  bnde, 
What  she  said  to  the  ladies  who  stood  by  her  side. 
What  she  said  to  the  nice  little  boys  in  white  clothes, 
Oh,  nobody  mentions, — for  nobody  knows; 
For  the  roof  tumbled  in,  and  the  walls  tumbled  out, 
And  the  folks  tumbled  down,  all  confusion  and  rout, 

The  rain  kept  on  pouring, 

The  flood  kept  on  roaring. 
The  billows  and  water-nymphs  roU'd  more  and  more  in ; 

Ere  the  close  of  the  day 

All  was  clean  wash'd  away  — 
)ue  only  survived  who  could  hand  down  the  news, 
A  little  old  woman  that  opened  the  pews ; 

She  was  borne  off,  but  stuck, 

By  the  greatest  good  luck, 
[n  an  oak-tree,  and  there  she  hung,  crying  and  screaming. 
And  saw  all  the  rest  swallowed  up  the  wild  stream  in ; 

In  vain,  all  tlie  week. 

Did  the  fishermen  seek 
For  the  bodies,  and  poke  in  each  cranny  and  creek ; 

In  vain  was  tlieir  search 

After  aught  in  the  church, 
They  caught  nothing  but  weeds,  and  perhaps  a  few  perch  ; 

The  Humane  Society 

Tried  a  variety 
Of  methods,  and  brought  down,  to  drag  for  the  wreck,  tack)(«a^ 
liut  they  only  fish'd  up  the  clerk's  tortoiso-shell  spectacles. 

Moral.  . 

Tliis  tiile  has  a  moral.     Ye  youths,  oh,  beware 
Of  liquor,  and  how  you  run  after  the  fair! 
Shun  playing  at  shorts  —  avoid  quan-els  and  jars  — 
And  don't  take  to  smoking  those  nasty  cigars  I 
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—  Let  no  run  of  bad-luck,  or  despair  for  some  Jewees-eyed 

Dnmsel,  induce  you  to  contemplate  suicide ! 

l>on't  sit  up  much  later  tlian  ten  or  eleven  I  — 

1^  up  in  tho  morning  by  half  after  seven ! 

Keep  from  flirting  —  nor  risk,  wnrnM  by  Rupert's  miscarriage, 

An  action  for  breach  of  a  promise  of  marriage ;  — 

Don't  fancy  odd  fishes  ! 

Don't  prig  silver  dishes! 
^id  to  sum  up  tho  whole,  in  the  shortest  phrase  I  know, 
Bkwabe  op  the  Rhine,  akd  take  care  of  the  RhlnoI 


And  now  for  "Sunny  Italy,"  —  the  "Land  of  the 
nnforgotten  brave,"  —  the  land  of  blue  skies  and  black- 
eyed  Signoras. —  I  cannot  discover  from  any  recorded 
memoranda  that  "Uncle  Perry"  was  ever  in  Venice, 
even  in  Carnival  time  —  that  he  ever  saw  Garrick  in 
Sbylock  I  do  not  believe,  and  am  satisfied  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  Shakspeare,  a  circumstance  that  would  by  no 
means  disqualify  him  from  publishing  an  edition  of  that 
Poet's  works.  I  can  only  conclude  that,  in  the  course 
of  his  Continental  wanderings.  Sir  Peregrine  had  cither 
read,  or  heard  of  the  fullowinar  history,  especially  as  he 
furnishes  us  with  some  particulars  of  the  eventual  des- 
tination of  his  dramatis  persona  which  the  Bard  of 
Avon  has  omitted.  If  this  solution  be  not  accepted,  I 
can  only  say,  with  Mr.  Puff,  that  probably  "  two  men 
hit  upon  the  same  idea,  and  Shakspeare  made  use  of  it 
first." 
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*  •  *  Of  Ui6  Merchnnt  of  Venice  there  Mre  two  4to  edittonn  in  lOOO,  ofM 
by  Ileyefl  and  thu  otliur  by  KobcrU.  Thi>  Diiki*  of  DoTonsbirc  and  Lord 
Vnuicis  Kgerton  havo  ropie«  of  the  edition  by  ll«yi>s,  and  Uuy  vary  imfwr^ 
Umtly. 

*  *  *  It  mast  be  8cknnwl(Hl(;(Hl  tbat  Ihit  \9  n  vrry  enfiy  and  bappy  enifnda* 
tion,  wbicb  does  not  admit  of  a  moment's  doitbt  nr  dispute. 

*  *  *  Iteaden  in  general  are  not  at  all  aware  of  tbe  %ifm$enK  they  hnvn 
In  mnny  caMS  been  accustomed  to  receire  aa  the  genuine  text  of  Fltnk 
fpeare! 

Reatnnt  far  a  ntw  edition  of  Sfuxktpeart't  Iforkt,  by  J.  J\ijrne  OAlter 

I  BELIEVE  there  are  few 

But  have  heard  of  a  Jew, 
Named  Shylock,  of  Venice,  as  arrant  a  *♦  Screw  " 
[n  money  transactions,  as  ever  you  knew ; 
An  exorbitant  miser,  who  never  yet  lent 
A  ducat  at  less  than  three  ]iundred  per  cent., 
Iiisomach  that  the  veriest  spendthrift  in  Venice, 
Who  *d  take  no  more  care  of  his  pounds  tlian  his  pennies. 
When  press'd  for  a  loan,  at  the  very  first  sight 
Of  his  terms,  would  back  out,  and  take  refuge  in  Flight, 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  pause  and  inquire 
If  he  might  not,  in  mann.fring  thus  to  retire, 
Jump  out  of  the  frying-pun  into  the  fire ; 
Suffice  it  that  folks  would  have  nothing  to  do, 
Whc  could  possibly  help  it,  with  Shyluck  tho  Jew. 

But,,  however  discreetly  one  cuts  and  coutrives. 

We've  been  most  of  us  taught,  in  the  eoui-se  of  our  livi?«. 

That  "  Needs  must  when  the  Elderly  0«mtlepmu  driv.»»!*' 
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In  proof  of  tins  rule, 

\  thouj^litless  young  fool. 
Dassanio,  a  U)rd  of  the  Tom-noddy  school. 
Who,  by  showing  at  Operas,  Balls,  Plays,  and  Court 
A  '*  swelling**  (Payne  Collier  would  read  "swilling")  "  p'^rt,* 
And  inviting  his  friends  to  dine,  breakfast^  and  sup. 
Had  shrunk  his  "  weak  means,"  and  was  "  stumped  "  and  **  hard 
up," 

Took  occasion  to  send 

To  his  very  good  friend 
Antonio,  a  merchant  whose  wealth  had  no  end. 
And  who  'd  often  before  had  the  kindness  to  lend 
Iliiu  large  sums,  on  his  note,  which  he'd  managed  to  spend. 

"Antonio,"  said  he, 

"  Now  listen  to  me  : 
1  Ve  just  hit  on  a  scheme  which,  I  think,  you  '11  agree, 
All  matters  consider'd,  is  no  bad  design. 
And  which,  if  it  succeeds,  will  suit  your  book  and  mine. 

•*  In  the  first  place,  you  know  all  the  money  I've  got. 
Time  and  often,  from  you  has  been  long  gone  to  pot, 
And  in  making  those  loans  3'uu  have  made  a  bad  shot ; 
Now  do  as  the  boys  do  when,  shooting  at  span-ows 
And  tom-tits,  they  chance  to  lose  one  of  their  arrows, 
—  Shoot  another  the  same  wny  —  I  '11  watch  well  its  tract, 
And,  turtle  to  tripe,  I  '11  bring  both  of  them  back !  — 

So  list  to  my  plan. 

And  do  what  you  can 
To  attend  to  and  second  it,  that 's  a  good  man! 

"There's  a  Lady,  young,  handsome  beyond  all  compare,  at 
A  place  they  call  Belmont,  whom,  when  I  was  there,  at 
The  suppers  and  parties  n-y  friend  Lord  Mountfcrrat 
Was  giving  last  season,  we  all  "**<*<!  to  stare  at. 
Then,  as  to  her  wealth,  her  Sol  cor  told  mine, 
Bvi<idi!9  vast  estates,  a  pear^-lishery,  and  gold  mint 
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Her  iron  strong  box 
Seems  Uursting  its  locks, 
[f  *s  fftuif  *d  80  with  sharou  in  *  Grand  Junctions '  nud  '  Docks.* 
Not  to  speak  of  the  money  slie'^  got  in  the  Stocks, 
French,  Dutch,  and  Brazilian, 
Columbian,  and  Chilian, 
In  English  Exchequer-bills  full  half  a  million, 
Not  *  kit«s,'  manufactured  to  cheat  and  inveigle, 
But  the  right  sort  of  *  flimsy,'  all  sign'd  by  Mont«agIe. 
Then  I  know  not  how  much  in  Canal-shares  and  Bailwaye, 
And  more  speculations  I  need  not  detail,  ways  , 

Of  vesting  which,  if  not  so  safe  as  »onie  think  'em. 
Contribute  a  deal  to  improving  one's  income ; 
In  short,  she 's  a  Mint ! 
— Now  I  say,  deuce  is  in't 
If,  with  all  my  experience,  I  can't  take  a  hint, 
And  her  •  eye's  speechless  messages,'  plainer  than  print 
At  the  time  that  I  told  you  of,  know  from  a  squint. 
In  short,  my  dear  Tony, 
My  trusty  old  crony, 
Do  stump  up  three  thousand  once  more  as  a  loan  —  I 
Am  sure  of  my  game  —  though,  of  course,  there  are  bruttsi^ 
Of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  preferring  their  suits 
To  her,  you  may  call  the  Italian  Miss  Coutts, 
Yet  Portia  —  she's  named  from  that  daughter  of  Cato's— 
Is  not  to  be  snapped  up  like  little  potatoes, 
And  I  have  not  a  doubt 
I  shall  rout  every  lout 
Ere  you'll  whisper  Jack  Robinson  —  cut  them  all  out  — 
8urmount  every  barrier. 
Carry  her,  marry  her ! 
—  Then  hey!  my  old  Tony,  when  once  fairly  noosed. 
For  her  Three-and-a-half  per  Cents  —  New  and  Reduc'dl" 

With  a  wink  of  his  eye 
His  friend  made  reply 
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III  his  jocular  manner,  sly,  cauHtic.  and  dry, 
*•  Still  the  same  boy,  Ba»sanio  —  never  ?ay  *  die* ! 
— yieU — I  hardly  know  how  I  Bhall  do%  but  I'll  try,^ 
Don't  suppoBe  my  affairs  are  at  all  in  a  hash, 
Bnt  the  fact  is,  at  present  I  'm  quite  out  of  cash  ; 
The  bulk  of  my  pn>i>erty,  merged  in  rich  cargoes,  is 
Tossing  about,  as  you  know,  in  ray  Argosies, 
Tending,  of  course,  my  resources  to  cripple, —  I 
*yo  one  bound  to  England, —  another  to  Tripoli  — 
Cyprus  —  Masulipatam  —  and  Bombay ; — 
A  sixth,  by  the  way, 
I  consigned  t'other  day, 
To  Sir  Gregor  M'Gregor,  Cacique  of  Poyais, 
A  country  where  silver 's  as  corainon  as  clay. 
Meantime,  till  they  tack. 
And  cf»me,  some  of  thoni,  bock, 
What  with  Custom-house  duties,  and  bills  falling  due. 
My  account  with  Jones,  Loyd,  anil  Co.,  looks  nvthcr  blue ; 
While,  as  for  the  *  ready,'  I'm  like  a  Church-mouse,-— 
(  really  don't  think  there  's  five  pounds  in  the  house. 
But  no  matter  for  that. 
Let  mo  just  get  my  hat. 
And  my  new  silk  umbrella  that  stands  on  the  mat, 
And  we'll  go  forth  at  once  to  the  market — we  two,— 
And  try  what  my  credit  in  Venice  can  do ; 
I  stand  well  on  'Change,  and,  when  all 's  said  and  done,  I 
Don't  doubt  I  shall  get  it  for  love  or  for  money." 

They  were  going  to  go, 
When,  lo !  down  below. 
In  the  street,  they  heard  somebody  crying,  "  Old  Clo' !" 

—  "  By  the  Pope,  there 's  the  man  for  our  purpose ! — I  kneir 
We  should  not  have  to  search  long.     Solanio,  run  you, 

—  Salarino, — quick !  — haste !  ere  he  get  out  of  view. 
And  call  in  that  scoundrel,  oM  Shylock  the  Jew!'* 
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With  a  pack, 

Like  a  sack 
Of  old  clothes  at  his  onck, 
And  three  hats  on  liis  head,  Shylock  came  in  a  cracky 
Saying,  "Rest  you  fair,  Sipnor  Antonio!  —  vat,  pt-ay. 
Might  your  Yorship  be  pleashed  for  to  vant  in  ma  vay  V* 

— "  Why,  Shylock,  although, 

As  you  very  well  know, 
I  am  what  they  call  *  warm,' — pay  my  way  as  I  go, 
And,  as  to  myself,  neither  borrow  nor  lend, 
I  can  break  through  a  rule,  lo  oblige  an  old  friend : 
And  that  *s  the  case  now  —  Lord  Biissanio  would  raise 
Some  three  thousand  ducats  —  well,  —  knowing  your  wayB: 
And  tliat  nought's  to  be  got  from  you,  say  what  one  will. 
Unless  you  've  a  couple  of  names  to  the  bill. 

Why,  for  once,  1  *11  put  mine  to  it. 

Yea,  seal  and  sign  to  it  — 
Now,  then,  old  Sinner,  let 's  hear  what  you  '11  say 
As  to  *  doing'  a  bill  at  three  months  from  to-day  ? 
Throe  thousand  gold  ducats,  mind — all  in  good  bags 
Of  hard  money — no  seiUing-wax,  clippers,  or  rags?" 

" — Veil,  ma  tear,"  says  the  Jew, 

*»I'll  see  vat  I  can  do! 
But  Mishter  Antonio,  hark  you,  tish  funny 
You  say  to  me,  *  Shylock,  ma  t<?ar,  ve  *d  have  money  !* 

Ven  you  very  veil  knows 

Ilow  you  shpit  on  ma  clothes. 
And  use  naughty  vords — call  me  Dog — and  avouch 
Dat  I  put  too  much  int'rcsht  py  half  in  ma  pouch. 
And  vhile  I,  like  de  resht  of  ma  tribe,  shrug  and  cmiich. 
You  find  fault  mit  ma  pargains,  and  say  1  'm  a  Smouch. 

— Yell! — no  matters,  ma  tear, — 

Von  vord  in  your  ear  I 
IM  lie  friends  mit  you  bote  —  and  to  make  dat  appenr. 
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Vy,  I  '11  £  nd  yon  de  monies  a?  soon  rh  yon  vill, 
Only  VQU  littel  joke  musht  be  put  in  de  pill :  — 

Ma  tear,  you  musht  mhv, 

If  on  such  and  such  day 
Such  sum  or  such  sums,  you  shall  fail  to  repay, 
I  nhall  cut  vhere  I  like,  as  de  pargain  is  proke, 
A  fair  pound  of  your  flesh  —  chest  by  vay  of  a  joke." 

So  novel  a  clause 

Caused  Bassanio  to  pause ; 
But  Antonio,  like  most  of  those  sage  "Johnny  Rawn" 

Who  core  not  tliree  straws 

About  Lawyers  or  Laws, 
And  think  cheaply  of  "Old  Father  Antic,"  because 
They  have  never  experienced  a  gripe  from  his  chiws. 
**  Pooh  pooh'd  "  the  whole  thing.  —  "  Let  the  Sniouch  have  his 
way  — 

Why,  what  care  I,  pray. 

For  his  penalty? — Nay, 
It  *B  a  forfeit  he  'd  never  expect  me  to  pay ; 

And«  come  what  may 

I  hardly  need  say 
My  ships  will  be  back  a  full  month  ere  the  day." 
So,  anxious  to  see  his  friend  oflF  on  his  journey, 
And  thinking  the  whole  but  a  paltry  concent,  he 

Aflix'd  with  all  speed 

His  name  to  a  deed. 
Duly  stamped  and  drawn  up  by  a  sharp  Jew  attorney. 
Thus  again  fumish'd  forth.  Lord  Bassanio,  instead 
Of  squandering  the  cash,  after  giving  one  spread. 
With  fiddling  and  masques,  at  the  Saracen's  Head, 

In  the  rooming  "  made  play," 

And  without  more  delay. 
Started  oiT  in  the  steam-boat  for  Belmont  next  day 

But  scarcely  had  he 

From  the  harbour  got  free. 
And  left  the  Lagun«s  for  the  broad  open  sea. 
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Ere  the  'ChfkUge  and  Rialto  both  rung  with  the  news 
That  he  'd  carried  off  more  than  mere  cash  from  the  Jew's. 

Though  Shylock  was  old, 

And,  if  rolling  in  gold, 
Was  as  ngly  a  dog  as  yoi  'd  wish  to' behold. 
For  few  in  his  tribe  'mongst  their  Levis  and  Moseses 
Sported  so  Jewish  an  eye,  beard,  and  nose  as  his, 
Still,  whatc'er  the  opinions  of  Horace  and  some  be, 
four  aquUcB  generate  •omctimes  ColumbcBf* 
Like  Jephthah,  as  Hamlet  says,  he  'd  "  one  fair  daughter. 
And  every  gallant,  who  caught  sight  of  her,  thought  her 
A  jewel  —  a  gem  of  the  very  first  water ; 

A  great  many  sought  her, 

Till  one  at  last  caught  her. 
And,  upsetting  all  that  the  Rabbis  had  taught  her, 
To  feeUngs  so  truly  reciprocal  brought  her, 

That  the  very  same  night 

Ba>s}mio  thought  right 
To  give  all  his  old  friends  that  farewell  "  invite," 
And  while  Shylock  was  gone  there  to  feed  out  of  spite. 
On  "wings  ma<lc  by  a  tailor"  the  damsel  took  flight. 

By  these  "  wings  "  I  'd  express 

A  grey  duffle  dress. 
With  brass  badge  and  muffin  cap,  made,  as  by  rule. 
For  an  upper  class  boy  in  the  National  School. 
Jessy  ransack'd  the  house,  popp'd  her  breeks  on,  and  when  so 
Disguised,  bolted  off  with  her  beau  —  one  Lorenzo, 
An  "  Unthrift,"  who  lost  not  a  moment  in  whisking 

Her  into  the  boat, 

And  was  fairly  afloat 
Ero  her  Pa  had  got  rid  of  Uie  smell  of  the  griskin. 
Next  day,  while  old  Shylock  was  making  a  racket, 
And  threatening  how  well  he  'd  dust  every  man's  jacket 
Who  *d  help'd  her  in  getting  abroad  of  the  packet 

*  Nee  imbellein  feroot*:! 

Progenersnt  •qailtc  columbttm.  — IIor. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


THE  MERCHANT  OF  VENICE.  53 

Bassanio  at  Belmont  was  capering  and  prancing, 
And  bowing,  and  dcraping,  and  singing,  and  dancing, 
Making  eyes  at  Miss  Portia,  and  doing  his  best 
To  perform  the  poliU  «ind  to  cut  out  the  rest ; 
And,  if  left  to  herseli^,  lie  no  doubt  had  succeeded, 
For  none  of  them  waltzed  so  genteelly  as  he  did ; 

But  an  obstacle  lay, 

Of  some  weight,  in  his  way. 
The  defunct  Mr.  P.  who  was  now  turn*d  to  clay, 
Had  been  an  odd  man,  and,  though  all  for  the  best  he  meant. 
Left  but  a  queer  sort  of  **  Last  will  and  testament,'* — 

Bequeathing  her  hand. 

With  her  houses  and  land, 
&c.,  from  motives  one  don*t  understand. 
As  she  revVenced  his  memory,  and  valued  his  blessing, 
To  him  who  should  turn  out  the  best  hand  at  guessing ! 

Like  a  good  girl,  she  did 

Just  what  she  was  bid ; 
In  one  of  three  caskets  her  picture  she  hid, 
And  clappM  a  conundrum  a-top  of  each  lid. 

A  couple  of  Princes,  a  black  and  a  white  one, 

Tried  first,  but  they  both  fail'd  in  choosing  the  right  one. 

Another  from  Naples,  who  shoc'd  his  own  horses ; 

A  French  Lord,  whose  graces  might  vie  with  Count  D'Orsay's  ;— 

i  young  English  Baron;  —  a  Scotch  Peer  his  neighbour:  — 

A  dull  drunken  Saxon,  all  mustache  and  sabre ;  — 

All  followed,  and  all  had  their  pains  for  their  labour. 

Bassanio  came  last — happy  man  be  his  dole! 

Put  his  conjuring  cap  on, — consider'd  the  whole, — 

The  gold  put  aside  as 

Mere  **hard  food  for  Midas," 

The  silver  bade  trudge 

As  a  ''pale  common  dnidge;" 
Then  choosing  the  little  lead  box  in  the  middle, 
Came  plump  on  the  picture,  and  found  out  the  riddle. 
5* 
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Now  jou  're  not  ?tich  a  goose  as  to  think,  I  dare  say, 
Ge'ati«  Reader,  that  all  this  was  done  in  a  day, 

Any  more  than  the  dome 

Of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome 
Was  built  in  the  same  space  of  time ;  and,  in  fact. 

Whilst  Bassanio  was  doing 

His  billing  and  cooing, 
Three  months  had  gone  by  ere  he  reach'd  the  fifth  act ; 
MeMiwhile  that  unfortunate  bill  became  due, 
Which  his  Lordship  had  almost  forgot,  to  the  Jew, 

And  Antonio  grew 

In  a  deuce  of  a  stew, 
For  )ie  could  not  cash  up,  spite  of  all  he  could  do ; 
(The  bitter  old  Israelite  would  not  renew). 
What  with  contrary  winds,  storms,  and  wrecks,  and  cnibnrgoes, 

his 
Funds  were  all  stopp'd,  or  gone  down  in  his  argosies. 
None  of  the  set  having  come  into  port, 
And  Shylock's  attorney  was  moving  the  Court 
For  the  forfeit  supposed  to  be  set  down  in  sport. 

The  serious  news 

Of  this  step  of  the  Jew's, 
And  his  fix'd  resolution  all  terms  to  refuse, 
Gave  the  newly-made  Bridegroom  a  fit  of  ♦*  the  Blues," 
Especially,  too,  as  it  came  from  the  pen 
Of  his  poor  friend  himself  on  the  wedding-day, —  then, 
When  the  Parson  had  scarce  shut  his  book  up,  and  when 
The  Clerk  was  yet  uttering  the  final  Amen. 

"Dear  Friend,"  it  continued,  "all's  up  with  me  —  I 

Have  nothing  on  earth  now  to  do  but  to  die ! 

And,  as  death  clears  all  scores,  you  're  no  longer  my  debtor . 

I  should  take  it  as  kind 

Could  you  come  —  never  mind-^ 
If  your  love  don't  persuade  you,  why, — don't  let  this  letter  i" 
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f  hanllj  need  say  this  was  scarcely  read  o'or 

Ere  a  post-chaise  and  four 

Was  brought  round  to  the  door, 
And  Bassanio,  though,  doubtless,  be  thought  it  a  bore, 
Oave  his  lady  one  Win»,  and  then  started  at  score. 

But  scarce  in  his  flight 

Had  he  got  out  of  sight 
Ere  Portia,  addressing  a  groom,  said,  "  My  lad,  you  a 
Journey  must  take  on  the  instant  to  Padua ; 
Find  out  there  Bellario,  a  Doctor  of  Laws, 
Who,  like  FoUett,  is  never  left  out  of  a  cause, 

And  give  him  this  note. 

Which  Pve  hastily  wrote, 
Take  the  papers  he*ll  give  you — then  push  for  the  ferry 
Below,  where  I  '11  meet  you  — ^you  '11  do 't  in  a  when*y. 
If  you  can  *t  find  a  boat  on  the  Brenta  with  saiU  to  it  — 
•—Stay,  bring  his  gown  too,  and  wig  with  three  tails  to  it.*' 

Giovanni  (that 's  Jack) 

Brought  out  his  hack, 
Made  dt  bow  to  his  mistress,  then  jump  'd  on  its  back. 
Put  his  hand  to  his  hat,  and  was  off  in  a  crack. 

The  Signora  soon  follow'd,  herself,  taking,  as  her 
Own  escort  Nerissa,  her  maid,  and  Bulthasar. 

«  «  *  *        »  «  • 

'•The  Court  is  prepared,  the  Lawyers  are  met, 

The  Judges  all  ranged,  a  terrible  show !" 
As  Captain  Msicheath  says, — <ind  when  one 's  in  debt. 

The  sight's  as  unpleasant  a  one  as  I  know, 
Yet  still  not  so  bad  after  all,  I  suppose. 
As  if,  when  one  cannot  discharge  what  one  owes, 
They  should  bid  people  cut  off  one's  toes  or  one's  nose ; 
Yet  here,  a  worse  fate, 
Stands  Antonio,  of  late 
A  Merchant,  might  vie  e'en  i^ith  Princes  in  state. 
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With  his  waistcoat  unbuttonM,  prepared  for  tlie  kiufe» 
"Which,  ill  ticking  a  pound  of  flesh ,  must  take  his  life ; 
^On  the  other  side  Shylock,  his  bag  on  the  floor, 
And  three  shocking  bad  hats  on  his  head,  as  before, 

Imperturbable  stands, 

As  he  waits  their  commands, 
With  his  scales  and  his  great  ameker-snee  in  his  hands ; 
—Between  them,  eqaipt  in  a  wig,  gown,  and  bands. 
With  a  very  smooth  face,  a  young  dandified  Lawyer, 
Whose  air,  ne'ertheless,  speaks  him  quite  a  top-sawyer, 

Though  his  hopes  ure  but  feeble, 

Does  his  possibU 
To  make  the  hard  Hebrew  to  mercy  incUiie, 
And  in  lieu  of  his  three  thousand  ducats  take  nine, 
Which  Bassanio,  for  reasons  wo  well  may  divine, 
Shows  in  so  many  bags  all  drawn  up  in  a  line. 
But  vain  are  all  efforts  to  soften  him  —  still 

He  points  to  the  bond 

He  so  often  has  conn'd, 
And  says  in  plain  terms  he'll  be  shot  if  he  will. 
So  the  dandified  Lawyer,  with  talking  grown  honrse. 
Says,  "  I  can  say  no  more — let  the  law  take  its  course." 

Just  fancy  the  gleam  of  the  eye  of  the  Jew, 

As  he  sharpenM  his  knife  on  the  sole  of  his  shoe 

From  the  toe  to  the  heel, 

And  grasping  the  steel, 
With  a  business-like  nir  was  beginning  to  feel 
Whereabouts  he  should  cut,  as  a  butcher  would  veal. 
When  the  dandified  Judge  puts  a  spoke  in  his  wheel. 

"Stay,  Shylock,"  says  he, 

"Here's  one  thing  —  you  see 
This  bond  of  yours  gives  you  here  no  jot  of  blood  I 
—  the  words  are  *A  pound  of  flosh,' — that's  clear  as  mud- 
Slice  awjiy,  then,  old  fellow — hut  mind! — if  you  spill 
One  drop  of  his  claret  that's  not  in  your  bill. 
I  '11  hang  you  like  Hamau !  —  by  Jingo  I  will !" 
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When  apprized  of  this  flaw, 

You  never  yet  saw 
Such  an  awfully  mark'd  elongation  of  jaw 
Am  in  Shylock,  who  cried,  "  Plesh  ma  heart .  ish  dat  law  ?"— 

—  Off  went  his  three  hat?. 

And  he  look'd  as  the  cats 
Do,  whenever  a  mouse  has  escaped  from  their  claw, 
"  —  Ish't  the  law  ?" — why  the  thing  won't  admit  of  a  query— 

"No  doubt  of  the  fact, 

Only  look  at  the  act ; 
Aeto  quinto^  cap:  tertio^  Dogi  Falieri — 
Nay,  if,  rather  than  cut  you'd  relinquish  the  debt^ 
The  Law,  Master  Shy,  has  a  hold  on  you  y^t. 
See  Foscari's  *  Statutes  at  large' — *  If  a  stranger 
A  Citizen's  life  shall,  with  malice,  endanger, 
The  whole  of  his  property,  little  or  great, 
Shall  go,  on  conviction,  one  half  to  the  State, 
And  one  to  the  person  pursued  by  his  hate ; 

And.  not  to  create 

Any  farther  debate, 
The  Doge,  if  he  pleases,  may  cut  off  his  pate,* 
So  down  on  your  marrowbones,  Jew,  and  ask  mercy, 
Defendant  and  Plaintiff  are  now  mty  tcergy." 

What  need  to  declare 

How  pleased  they  all  were 
At  so  joyful  an  end  to  so  sad  an  affair  ? 
Or  Ba8sanio*s  delight  at  the  turn  things  hnd  taken, 
His  friewl  having  saved,  to  the  letter,  his  bacon?  — 
How  Shylock  got  shaved,  and  tum'd  Christian,  though  ate. 
To  save  a  life-int'rest  in  half  his  estate  ?  — 
How  the  dandified  Lawyer,  wl  o  'd  managed  the  tiling 
Would  not  take  any  fee  for  his  pains  but  a  ring 
Which  Mrs.  Bassanio  had  giv'n  to  her  spouse. 
With  injunctions  to  keep  it,  on  leaving  the  house?  — 
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How  when  he,  and  the  spark 

Who  appvar'd  as  his  clerk. 
Had  thrown  off  their  wigs,  and  their  gowns,  and  their  Jettj 

ooata, 
Tnere  stood  Nerissa  and  Portia  in  petticoats  ?  — 
Uow  they  pouted,  and  flouted,  and  acted  the  cruel, 
Be<»duse  Lord  Bassanio  had  not  kept  his  jewel  ?  — 

How  they  scolded  and  broke  out, 

Till,  having  their  joke  out, 
The^  kiss'd,  and  were  friends,  and  all  blessing  and  blessed, 

Drove  homo  by  the  light 

Of  a  nioonshiny  night, 
Lik^  che  one  in  which  Troilus,  the  brave  Trojan  knight. 
Sat  htftride  on  a  wall,  and  sigh'd  after  his  Cressid  ? — 

All  this,  if  'twere  meet, 

I M  go  on  to  repeat, 
But  a  story  spun  out  so 's  by  no  means  a  treat. 
So,  I  *11  merely  relate  what,  in  spite  of  the  pains 
I  have  taken  to  rummage  among  his  remains, 
No  edition  of  Shakspenre,  I've  met  with,  contains; 
But,  if  the  account  which  I  *ve  heard  be  the  true  one. 
We  shall  have  it,  no  doubt,  before  long,  in  a  new  one. 

In  an  ^IS.,  then,  sold 

For  it«  full  weight  in  gold. 
And  knock'd  down  to  my  friend,  Lord  Tom-noddy,  1  'm  told 
It 's  recorded  that  Jessy,  coquettish  and  vain, 
Gave  her  husband,  Lorenzo,  a  good  deal  of  pain ; 
Being  mildly  rebuked,  she  levanted  again, 
Ran  away  with  a  Scotchman,  and,  crossing  the  main. 
Became  known  by  the  name  of  the  **  Flower  of  Dumblane.* 

That  Antonio,  whose  piety  caused,  as  we've  seen. 
Him  to  spit  upon  every  old  Jew's  gaberdine, 
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And  whose  goodncsA  to  paint 

All  colours  were  faint, 
Acquired  the  well-merited  prefix  of  **  fcJaint," 
And  the  Doge,  his  admirer,  of  honour  the  fount. 
Having  given  him  a  patent,  and  made  him  a  Count, 
He  went  over  to  England,  got  nat'ralis'd  there, 
And  espoused  a  rich  heiress  in  Hanover  Square. 
That  Shylock  came  with  him,  no  longer  a  Jew, 
But  converted,  I  think  may  be  possibly  true, 
But  that  Wulpole,  as  these  se1f-.same  papers  aver, 
By  changing  the  y  in  his  name  into  er. 
Should  allow  him  a  fictitious  surname  to  dish  up 
And  in  Seventcen-twenty-eight  make  liira  a  Bishop, 
I  cannot  believe  —  but  shall  still  think  them  two  men 
Till  some  Sage  proves  the  fact  **  with  his  usual  acumen.** 


Moral. 

Fi-om  this  tale  of  the  Bard 

It's  uncommonly  hard 
If  an  editor  can 't  draw  a  moral. — 'Tis  clear, 
Then, —  In  ev'ry  young  wife-seeking  Bachelor's  ear 
A  maxim,  'bove  all  other  stones,  this  one  drums, 
**  Pitch  Grekk  to  old  Harry,  and  stick  to  Conundrums!.  • 

To  new-married  Ladies  this  less»on  it  teaches, 

•*  Vou  'ro  *no  that  far  wrong'  in  assuming  the  breeches !" 

Monicd  men  upon  '('hange,  and  rich  Merchants  it  schools 

To  look  well  to  asi^ets  —  nor  play  with  edge  tools  I 

Last  of  aU,  this  remarkable  His<tory  shows  men. 

What  caution  they  need  when  they  deal  with  old-cloth es-tucu  I 

So  bid  John  and  Mary 

To  mind  and  be  wary. 
And  never  let  one  of  them  come  down  the  are' ! 
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From  St.  Mark  to  St.  Lawrence — from  the  Rialto  to 
the  Escurial — from  one  Peninsula  to  another ! — it  is  but 
a  hop,  st«p,  and  jump  —  your  toe  at  Genoa,  your  heel  at 
Marseilles,  and  a  good  hearty  spring  pops  ^-ou  down  at 
once  in  the  very  heart  of  Old  Castille.     That  Sir  Pere- 
grine Ingoldsby,  then  a  young  man,  was  at  Madrid  soon 
after  the  peace  of  Ryswiok  there  is  extant  a  long  cor- 
respondence of  his  to  prove.     Various    passages   in   it 
countenance    the    supposition    that  his  tour  was  partly 
undertaken  for  political  purposes;    and  this   opinion  is 
much  strengthened  by  certain  allusions  in  several  of  his 
letters  addressed,  in  after  life,  to  his  friend.  Sir  Horac€ 
Mann,  then  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Envoy  to  the  Court 
of  Tuscany.    Although  the  Knight  spent  several  months 
in  Spain,  and  visited  many  of  her  principal  cities,  there 
is  no  proof  of  his  having  actually  **seen  Seville,"  beyond 
the  internal  evidence  incidentally  supplied  by  the  follow- 
ing legend.     The   events  to  which  it  alludes  were,  of 
course,  of  a  much  earlier  date,  though  the  genealogical 
records  of  the  "  Kings  of  both  the  Indies"  have  been  in 
vain  3onsulted  for  the    purpose   of   fixing  their  precise 
date,  and  even  Mr.  Simpkinson's  research   has  failed  to 
determine  which  of  the  royal  stock  rejoicing  in  the  name 
of  Ferdinand  is  the  hero  of  the  legend.     The  conglome- 
ration of  Christian  names  usual  in  the  families  of  the 
hauie  noblesse  of  Spain  adds  to  the  difficulty  j  not  that 
this  inconvenient  accumulation  of  prefixes  is  peculiar  to 
the    country  in  question,  witness    my    excellent   friend 
Field-Marshal  Count  llermnn   Karl   Ileinrich    Socrates 
von    der  Nodgerrie  xu  Pftfffcrkorn,  whose   appellations 
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puzzled  the  recording  clerk  of  one  of  our  Courts  lately, 
— and  that  not  a  little. 

That  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  genusi  Homo^  gpecies 
Motikf  flourished  in  the  earlier  moiety  of  the  15th  cen- 
tury, under  the  appellation  of  Torquemada,  is  notorious, 
— and  this  fuct  might  seem  to  establish  the  era  of  the 
story;  but  then  his  name  was  John  —  not  Dominic-^ 
though  he  was  a  Dominican,  and  hence  the  mistake, 
if  any,  may  perhaps  have  originated  —  but  then  again 
the  Spanish  Queen  to  whom  he  was  Confessor  was 
called  Isabella,  and  not  Blanche  —  it  is  a  puzzling  ufiair 
altogether. 

From  his  own  silence  on  the  subject  it  may  well  be 
doubted  whether  the  worthy  transcriber  knew  himself, 
the  date  of  the  transactions  he  has  recoi'ded ;  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  details,  however,  cannot  be  well  called  in 
question. — Be  this  as  it  may,  I  shall  make  no  further 
question,  but  at  once  introduce  my  "  pensive  public  "  to 
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With  n  moody  air,  from  morn  till  noon. 
King  Ferdinand  paces  the  royal  saloon ; 
From  mom  till  eve 
He  does  nothing  but  grieve ; 
Bighings  and  sobbings  his  midriff  heave, 
And  he  wipes  his  eyes  with  his  crmined  sleeve. 
And  he  presses  his  feverish  hand  to  his  brow, 
And  he  frowns  and  he  looks  I  can  *t  tell  you  how ; 
And  the  Spanish  Qrandces, 
In  their  degrees. 
And  whispering  about  in  twos  and  in  threes, 
And  there  is  not  a  man  of  them  seems  at  his  ease. 
Bat  they  gaze  on  the  monarch,  as  watching  what  he  t^*^ 
With  their  very  long  whiskers,  and  longer  Toledos. 
Don  Gaspar,  Dor  Gusman,  Don  Juan,  DOn  Diego, 
Don  Gomez,  Don  Pedro,  Don  Bias,  Don  Rodrigo, 
Don  Jerome,  Don  Giacomo  join  Don  Alphonso 
In  making  inquiries 
Of  grave  Don  Ramirez, 
The  Chamberlain,  what  it  is  makes  him  take  on  so ; 
A  Monarch  so  great  that  the  soundest  opinions 
Maintain  the  sun  can 't  set  throughout  his  dominioD<i ; 
But  grave  Don  Ramirez 
In  guessing  no  higher  is 
Than  the  other  grave  Dons  who  propound  these  inqiu**{es; 
When,  pausing  at  length,  as  beginning  to  tire,  his 
Migesty  beckons,  with  stately  civility, 

(C2) 
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To  Sefior  Don  Lowis 

Cond^  d'Aranjuez, 
Who  in  bii'th,  wealth,  and  consequence  second  to  few  is. 
And  SeSor  Don  Manuel,  Count  de  Pacheco, 
A  lineal  descendant  from  King  Pharaoh  Neco, 
Uoth  Knights  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  highborn  Hidalgos, 
With  whom  e'en  the  King  himself  quite  as  a  "  pal "  goM 

"  Don  Lewis,"  says  he, 

**  Just  listen  to  me ; 
And  you.  Count  Pacheco, — I  tliink  that  we  three 
On  matters  of  state,  for  the  most  part  agree, — 

Now  you  both  of  you  know 

That  some  six  years  ago, 
Being  then,  for  a  King,  no  indifferent  Bean, 
At  the  altar  I  took,  like  my  forbears  of  old, 

The  Peninsulars  paragon, 

Fair  Blanche  of  Aragon, 
For  better,  for  worse,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  — 

And  you  *ro  fully  aware. 

When  the  matter  took  air. 
How  they  shouted,  and  fired  the  great  guns  in  th(  Square. 
Cried  *  Viva  .'*  and  rung  all  the  bells  in  the  stpeplc. 

And  all  that  sort  of  tiling 

The  mob  do  when  a  King 
BringA  a  Queen-Consort  home  for  the  good  of  IiIm  |)cople. 

Well! — six  years  and  a  day 

Have  flitted  away 
Since  that  blessed  event,  yet  I  *m  sorry  to  sa}' — 
In  fact  it 's  the  principal  cause  of  my  pain  — 
I  don't  see  any  signs  of  an  Infant  of  Spain !  — 

Now  I  want  to  ask  you, 

Cavaliers  true, 
And  Counsellors  sage — what  the  deuce  shall  I  do?-— 
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The  State — don't  you  see? — hoy?  —  an  heir  to  the  throne -• 
Kvery  monarch  —  you  know  —  should  have  one  of  his  own  — 
Disputed  succei<8ion  —  hoy  ?  —  terrible  Go !  — 
Hum !  —  hey  ?  — Old  fellows — yoc  see !  —  don't  you  nnow  ?" 

Now  Reader,  dear. 

If  you've  ever  been  near 
Enough  to  a  Court  to  encounter  a  Peer 
When  his  principal  tenant 's  gone  off  in  arrear, 
And  his  brewer  has  sent  in  a  long  bill  for  beer, 
And  his  butcher  and  baker,  with  faces  austere, 

Ask  him  to  clear 

Off,  for  furnish'd  good  cheer, 
Bills,  they  say,  "have  been  standing  for  more  than  »  yeai," 
And  the  tailor  and  shoemaker  also  appear 

With  their  "little  account'* 

Of  "trifling  amount," 
For  Wellingtons,  waistcoats,  pea-jackets,  and — gear 
Which  to  name  in  society's  thought  rather  queer, — 
While  Drummond's  chief  clerk,  with  his  pen  in  his  ear. 
And  a  kind  of  a  sneer,  says  "  We  've  no  effects  here !" 

—  Or  if  ever  you've  seen 

An  Alderman,  keen 

After  turtle,  peep  into  n  silver  tureen. 
In  search  of  the  fat  call'd  par  excellence  "  green," 
When  there 's  none  of  the  meat  left  —  not  even  the  lean  !  — 
—  Or  if  ever  you've  witncss'd  the  face  of  a  sailor 
Ueturn'd  from  a  voyage,  and  escaped  from  a  gale,  or 
Poeficb  **  Borean,"  that  "  bhistcring  railer," 
To  find  that  his  wife,  wlien  he  hastens  to  "  hail"  l-er 
Hfts  just  inin  away  with  his  cash — and  a  tailor — 
If  one  of  these  cases  you  've  ever  survey'd. 

You'll,  without  my  aid. 

To  yourself  have  pourtray*d 
The  beautifVil  mystification  display M^ 
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And  the  puzzled  expression  of  manner  nnd  air 
Exhibited  now  by  the  dignified  pair, 
When  thus  unexpectedly  ask'd  to  declare 
Their  opinions  as  Counsellors,  several  and  joint, 
On  BO  delicate,  graye,  and  important  a  point 

Scflor  Don  Lewis 

Oondd  d'Aranjuez 
At  length  forced  a  smile  'twixFthe  prim  and  the  grim. 
And  look'd  at  Pacheco  —  Pacheco  at  him  — 
Then,  making  a  rev'rence,  and  dropping  his  eyes, 
CoughM,  hemm'd,  and  delivered  himself  in  this  wise : 

"My  Liege! — unaccustom'd  as  I  am  to  speaking 
In  public  —  an  art  I  'm  remarkably  weak  in  — 
I  feel  I  should  be  —  quite  unworthy  the  name 
Of  a  man  and  a  Spaniard  —  and  highly  to  blame. 
Were  there  not  in  my  breast 
What  —  can't  be  cxprcst, — 
And  can  therefore,— your  Majci-ty,  — only  be  guess'd — 
—  What  I  mean  to  say  is  —  since  your  Majesty  deigns 
To  ask  my  advice  on  your  welfare  —  and  Spain's, — 
And  .)n  that  of  j'our  Majesty's  Bride  —  that  is.  Wife  — 
Its  the  —  as  I  may  say  —  proudest  day  of  my  life  I 
But  as  to  the  point — on  a  subject  so  nice 
lt*8  a  delicate  matter  to  give  one's  advice. 
Especially,  too. 
When  one  don't  clearly  view 
The  best  mode  of  proceeding, —  or  know  what  to  do; 
My  dftcided  opinion,  however,  is  this, 
And  1  fearlessly  say  that  you  can't  do  amiss, 
If,  with  all  that  fine  tact 
Both  to  think  and  to  act, 
ill  %*hicl»  all  know  your  Stajcsty  so  much  excels — 
Vou  are  graciously  pleased  to  —  ask  somebo^ly  elsel'^ 
6* 
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Ifore  tbe  noble  Qrandee 

Made  that  Hort  of  congee, 
U'liicli,  as  Hill  used  to  say,  ••  I  onco  happened  to  see** 
Tlie  great  iDdian  conjuror,  Kanio  Samee, 
Make,  while  swallowing  what  all  thought  a  regular  choker. 
Viz.  a  small-sword  as  long  and  as  stiff  as  a  poker. 

Then  the  Count  de  Pacheco, 

Whose  turn  'twas  to  speak,  o- 
'Hiitting  all  preface,  exclaimed  with  deTotion, 
**  Sire,  I  beg  leave  to  second  Don  Lewis's  motion  !** 

Now  a  Monarch  of  Spain 

Of  course  could  not  deign 
To  expostulate,  argue,  or,  much  lofs,  complain 
Of  an  answer  thus  giv'n,  or  to  ank  them  again ; 
So  he  merely  observ'd,  with  an  air  of  disdain, 
"Well,  Gentlemen, —  since  you  both  shrink  from  the  task 
Of  advising  your  Sovereign  —  pray  whom  shall  I  a^k  ?" 

Each  felt  the  rub, 

And  in  Spain  not  a  Sub, 
Much  less  an  Hidalgo,  can  stomach  a  snub, 

So  the  noses  of  these 

Castilian  Grandees 
Bise  at  once  in  an  angle  of  several  degrees. 
Till  the  under-lip 's  almost  becoming  the  upper. 
Each  perceptibly  grows,  too,  more  stiff  in  the  cnippcr. 

Their  right  hands  rest 

On  the  left  side  the  breast. 
While  the  hilts  of  their  swords,  by  their  left  hands  deprcxV 
Make  the  ends  of  their  scabbards  to  cock  up  behind 
Till  thoy're  quite  horizontal  instead  of  inc1inc«l. 
And  Don  Lewis,  with  scarce  an  attempt  to  disjruise 
The  disgust  he  experiences,  gi-jively  replies, 
••Sire,  ask  the  Archbishop  —  hi»  Gr:icc  of  Tolc«l«>!  — 
lie  understands  those  things  mucli  better  thai   wo  do?'' 

—  Paiii-ft    Vrrha  !  —  enoup:h, 

Each  luriih  off  in  a  hnfl. 
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TliiB  tvirling  his  mustache,  that  fingering  his  ruff. 

Like  a  blue-bottle  fly  on  a  rather  large  scale, 

With  a  rather  large  corking-pin  stuck  through  his  tail. 


King  Ferdinand  paces  the  royal  saloon. 

With  a  moody  brow,  and  he  looks  like  a  "  Spoon," 

And  all  the  Court  Nobles,  who  form  the  ring, 

Haye  a  spoony  appearance,  of  course,  like  the  King, 

All  of  them  eyeing  King  Ferdinand 

As  he  goes  up  and  down,  with  his  watch  in  his  hand, 

Which  he  claps  to  his  ear  as  he  walks  to  and  fro, — 

**  What  is  it  can  make  the  Archbishop  so  slow  ?" 

Hark !  —  at  last  tliere's  a  sound  in  the  courtyard  below. 

Where  the  Beefeaters  all  are  drawn  up  in  a  row, — 

I  would  say  the  •* Guards,"  for  in  Spain  they're  in  chief  cutors 

Of  omelettes  and  garlic,  and  can't  be  call'd  Beefeaters ; 

In  fact,  of  the  few 

Individuals  I  knew 
Who  ever  had  happened  to  travel  in  Spain, 
There  ha»  scarce  been  a  person  who  did  not  comphiiu 
Of  their  cookery  and  dishes  as  all  bad  in  grain. 
And  no  one  I  'm  sure  will  deny  it  who 's  tried  a 
Vile  compound  they  have  that 's  called  Oila  podrida, 

(This,  by  the  bye, 

's  a  mere  rhyme  to  the  eye. 
For  in  Spanish  the  i  is  pronounced  like  an  «, 
And  they  've  not  quite  our  mode  of  pronouncing  the  d. 
In  Castille,  for  instance,  it's  given  through  the  teetli. 
And  what  we  call  Ma</rirf  they  sound  more  like  Madr^r//*,) 
Of  course  you  will  see  in  a  moment  they've  no  men 
That  at  all  correspond  with  our  Beefeating  Yeomen  : 
So  call  them  •»  Walloons,"  or  whatever  you  please. 
By  their  rattles  and  slaps  they're  not  <' standing  at  ease,** 

But,  beyond  nil  dinpiiting, 

Engaged  in  saluting, 
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Some  Tery  great  person  among  the  Grandees ; — 
Here  a  gentleman  Usher  walks  in  and  declares, 
"  His  Grace  the  Archbishop's  a-comiug  up  stain!" 

The  most  Reverend  Don  Garcilasso  Quevedo 
Was  just  at  this  time,  as  he 
IJow  held  the  Primacy, 
(Always  attached  to  the  See  of  Toledo,) 
A  man  of  great  worship  officii  virtute 
Versed  in  all  that  pertains  to  a  CounsoUor's  duty, 
Well  skiird  to  combine 
Civil  law  with  divine ; 
As  a  statesman,  inferior  to  none  in  that  line ; 
As  tm  orator,  too, 
He  was  equalled  by  few ; 
Uniting,  in  short,  in  tongue,  head-piece,  and  pec. 
The  very  great  powers  of  three  very  great  men, 
Talleyrand, —  who  will  never  drive  down  Piccaclilly  more 
T'»  the  Traveller's  Club-IIouso! — Charles  Phillips  —  and  PhiHI 
more. 

Not  only  at  homo 
But  even  at  Kome 
There  was  not  a  Prelate  among  them  could  cope 
With  the  Primate  of  Spain  in  the  eyes  of  the  Pope. 
(The  Conclave  was  full,  and  they'd  not  a  spare  hat, 

or  he 
*d  long  since  been  Cardinal,  Legate  d  tatere^ 
A  dignity  fairly  his  due,  without  flattery. 
So  much  he  excited  among  all  beholders 
Their  marvel  to  see 
At  his  njrc  —  thirty-three 
Such  a  very  old  head  on  such  very  yoimg  shoulders,) 
No  wonder  the  Ring,  then,  in  this  his  distress, 
Should  scud  for  so  sage  an  adviser  express, 
Who,  you'll  readily  guess, 
Could  not  do  less 
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Than  start  off  at  once  without  stopping  to  dress. 
In  his  haste  to  get  Majesty  out  of  a  mess. 

His  grace  the  Ai'chbij*hop  comes  up  the  back  waj — 
Bet  apart  for  such  Nobles  as  have  the  eniritf 
Vis.  Grandees  of  the  first  chiss,  both  cleric  and  lay- 
Walks  up  to  the  monarch,  and  makes  him  a  bow« 
As  a  dignified  clergyman  always  knows  how, 
Then  replaces  the  mitre  at  once  on  his  brow  ; 

For  in  Spain,  recollect, 

As  a  mark  of  respect 
To  the  Crown,  if  a  Grandee  uncovers,  it  *8  quite 
As  a  matter  of  option,  and  not  one  of  right ; 
A  thing  not  conceded  by  our  Royal  Masters, 
Who  always  make  noblemen  take  ofl'  their  **  castors," 

Except  the  heirs  male 

Of  John  Lord  Kinsale, 
A  stalwart  old  Baron,  who,  acting  as  Henchman 
To  one  of  our  early  Kings,  kill'd  a  big  Frenchman ; 
A  feat  which  his  Majesty  deigning  to  smile  on, 
Allow'd  him  thenceforward  to  stand  with  his  **  tile"  ou; 
And  all  his  succesisors  have  kept  the  same  privilege 
Down  from  those  barbarous  times  to  our  civil  age. 

Returning  his  bow  with  a  slight  demi-bob. 

And  replacing  the  watch  in  his  hand  in  his  fob, 

'*  My  Lord,"  said  the  King,  *'  here 's  a  rather  tough  job. 

Which  it  seems,  of  a  sort  is 

To  puzzle  our  Coritiy 
And  since  Jt  has  quite  flabbergasted  that  Diet,  I 
Look  to  your  Grace  witli  no  little  anxiety 

Concerning  a  point 

Which  has  quite  out  of  joint 
Pat  118  all  with  respect  to  the  good  of  society :  — 

Your  Grace  is  aware 

That  we  *ve  not  got  an  Heir ; 
How,  it  aeems,  one  and  all,  they  don't  stick  to  doelare 
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That  of  All  our  advisers  there  is  not  in  Spain  one 
Cnn  tell,  like  your  tirace,  the  best  way  to  obtain  one; 
So  put  y  >ur  considering  cap  on  —  we're  curious 
To  learn  your  receipt  for  a  Prince  of  Asturias." 

One  without  the  nice  tact 

Of  his  Grace  would  have  backt 
Out  at  once,  as  the  Noblemen  did,  —  and,  in  fact, 
He  was,  at  the  first,  rather  pozed  how  to  act — 

One  moment — no  more! 

Bowing  then  as  before, 
He  said,  *Sire,  'twere  superfluous  for  me  to  acquaint 
The  *  Most  Catholic  King'  in  the  world,  that  »  Saint 

Is  the  usual  resource 

In  these  cases,  —  of  courae 
Of  their  influence  your  Majesty  well  knows  the  force ; 
If  I  may  be,  therefore,  allow'd  to  suggest 
The  plan  which  occurs  to  my  mind  as  the  best. 

Your  Majesty  may  go 

At  once  to  St.  Jago, 
Whom,  as  Spain's  patron  Saint,  I  pick  out  from  the  rest; 

If  your  Majesty  looks 

Into  Guthrie,  or  Brooks, 
In  all  the  approved  Geographical  books 
You  will  find  Compostella  laid  down  in  the  maps 
Some  two  hundred  and  sev'nty  miles  off';  and,  perhaps. 
Id  a  case  so  important,  you  may  not  decline 
A  pedestrian  excursion  to  visit  his  shrine ; 

And,  Sire,  should  you  choose 

To  put  peas  in  your  shoes. 
The  Saint,  as  a  Gentleman,  can't  well  refuse 
So  distinguished  a  Pilgrim, — especially  when  he 
Considers  the  boon  will  not  cost  him  one  penny  !'* 

His  speech  ended,  his  Grace  bow'd,  and  put  on  his  mitre 
As  tight  as  before,  and  perhaps  a  thought  tighten 
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•*  Pooh  !  pooh  I"  says  the  King, 

'*I  shnD  do  no  such  thing! 
(i  *8  nonsense, —  Old  fellow  —  you  see  —  no  use  talking  — 
The  pena  set  apart,  I  abominate  walking  — 
Such  a  deuced  way  off,  too  —  hej  ? — walk  there — what  me  ? 
Pooh  I —  it  *8  no  Go,  Old  fellow ! — you  know — do  n*t  you  <iee  V 

"  Well,  Sire,"  with  much  sweetness  the  Prelate  replied, 
**  If  your  Majesty  don't  like  to  walk — ^you  can  ride  I 

And  then,  if  you  please, 

In  lieu  of  the  pens, 
A  small  portion  of  horse-hair,  cut  fine,  we  'II  insert, 
As  a  substitute  under  your  Majesty's  shirt; 
Then  a  rope  round  your  collar  instead  of  a  laced  band, — 
A  few  nettles  tuck'd  into  your  Majesty's  waistband,-— 
Asafoetida  mix'd  with  your  bouquet  and  civet, 
I  *ll  warrant  you  '11  find  yourself  right  as  a  trivet »" 

"Pooh!  pooh! 
I  tell  you," 
Quoth  the  King.     "  it  won't  do  !"— 
A  cold  perspiration  began  to  bedew 
His  Majesty's  cheek,  and  he  grew  in  a  stew, 
When  Jozd  de  Humcz,  the  King's  privy-purse-kecper, 
(Many  folks  thought  it  could  scarce  have  a  worse  keeper) 
Came  to  the  rescue,  and  said  with  a  smile, 
«*  Sire,  your  Majesty  can  U  go — 'twould  take  a  long  while, 
And  you  won't  post  it  under  two  suillikos  a  miubI  ! 
Twenty-seven  pounds  ten 
To  get  there  —  and  then 
Twenty-seven  pounds  ten  more  to  get  back  agen ! ! 
Sire,  the  tottle '«  enormous  —  you  ought  to  be  King 
Of  Qolconda  as  well  as  the  Indies,  to  fling 
Such  u  vast  sum  away  upon  any  such  thing  !** 

At  this  second  rebuff 
The  Archbishop  look'd  gruff, 
And  his  eye  glanced  on  Humei  as  if  he'd  say  **  Stuff!" 
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Bat  seeing  the  King  seem'd  himself  in  a  huff. 

He  changed  his  demeanour,  and  grew  smooth  enough ; 

Then  taking  his  chin  'twixt  his  finger  and  thumb, 

As  ahelp  to  reflection,  gave  vent  to  a  **  Hum  !*' 

'Twos  the  pause  of  an  instant — his  eye  assumed  fast 

That  expression  which  says,  "Come,  I've  got  it  at  last !" 

"  There's  one  plan,"  he  resumed,"  which  with  all  due  respect  i« 
Your  Majesty,  no  one,  I  think,  can  object  to  — 
—Since  your  Majesty  don't  like  the  peas  in  the  shoe  —  or  to 
Travel — what  say  you  to  burning  a  Jew  or  two  ? — 

Of  all  cookeries,  most 

The  Saints  love  a  roast  I 
And  a  Jew 's,  of  all  others,  the  best  dish  to  toast ; 

And  then  for  a  Cook 

We  have  not  far  to  look  — 
Father  Dominic's  self,  Sire,  your  own  Grand  Inquisitor, 
Luckily  now  at  your  Court  is  a  visitor ; 
Of  his  RevVencc's  functions  there  is  not  one  weightier 
Than  Heretic-burning — in  fact.  His  his  nUtUr, 

Besides  Alguazils 

Who  still  follow  his  heels, 
He  has  always  Familiars  enough  at  his  beck  at  home, 
To  pick  you  up  Hebrews  enough  for  a  hecatomb ! 
And  depend  on  it.  Sire,  such  a  glorious  specific 
Would  make  every  Queen  throughout  Europe  prolific  I" 

Says  the  King,  "That'll  do! 

Pooh !  pooh  !  —  bum  a  Jew  ? 
Bum  half  a  score  Jews  —  bum  a  dozen  — bum  two — 

Your  Grace,  it's  a  match! 

Bum  all  you  can  catch. 
Men,  women,  and  children  —  Pooh !  pooh ! —  great  and  jimail  — 
Old  clothes — slippers — sealing-wax — Pooh! — bum  thorn  aU 

For  once  we'll  be  gay, 

A  Grand  Auio-da-Jt 
la  much  better  fun  than  a  ball  or  a  playi' 
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80  the  warrant  was  made  ont  without  more  delay, 
Urawn,  seal'd,  and  deliyered,  and 

(Signed) 

YO  EL  RE! 


There  la  not  a  nation  in  Europe  but  labours 
To  toady  itself,  and  to  humbug  its  neighbours  — • 
**  Earth  has  no  such  folks  —  no  folks  such  a  city, 
So  great,  or  so  grand,  or  so  fine,  or  so  pretty/' 

Siiid  Louis  Quatorze, 

"As  this  Paris  of  ours !"  - 
— Mr.  Daniel  O'Connell  exclaims,  »» By  the  Pow'rs, 
Ould  Ireland  's  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be 
The  first  flowV  of  the  earth,  and  first  Gim  of  the  sea  !"— 
—Mr.  Bull  win  inform  you  that  Neptune, — a  lad  he, 
With  more  of  affection  than  rev'rence,  styles,  "  Daddy," — 

Did  not  scruple  to  "say 

To  Freedom,  one  day," 
That  if  ever  he  changed  his  aquatics  for  dry  land, 
HIb  home  should  be  Mr.  B.'s  "  Tight  little  Island."— 

He  adds  too,  that  he, 

The  said  Mr.  B., 
Of  all  possible  Frenchmen  can  fight  any  three ; 
That,  with  no  greater  odds,  he  knows  well  how  to  treat  them. 
To  meet  them,  defeat  them,  and  beat  them,  and  eat  them.-— 
—  In  Italy,  too,  *t  is  the  same  to  the  letter ; 

There  each  Lazzarone 

Will  cry  to  his  crony, 
•«  See  Naples,  then  die  I  *  and  the  sooner  the  better !" 
The  Portujriiese  «oy,  as  a  well-understood  thing, 
«•  Who  has  not  seen  Lisbon  f  has  not  seen  a  good  thinul"''' 

•  »*THi  XnfKjll  e  pol  morl!" 
f  "Qupin  naO  t«in  flrtn  I.Uboa 
NaA  Um  viato  ooum  boa.** 

T 
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While  an  old  Spanish  proTerb  rnns  glibly  as  under 

"QUIEN   NO   HA   VISTO   SeVILLA 

No  HA  VISTO  maravilla!" 
"He  who  ne'er  has  view'd  Seville  has  ne'er  view'd  a  Wonder !" 
And  from  all  I  can  learn,  this  is  no  such  great  blander. 

In  fact,  from  the  river, 

The  famed  Guadalquivir, 
Where  many  a  kuignt's  had  cold  steel  through  his  liver,* 
The  prospect  it  grand.     The  Igletia  Mayor 
Has  a  splendid  effect  on  the  opposite  shore, 
With  its  lofty  Oiralda,  while  two  or  three  score 
Of  magnificent  structures  around,  perhaps  more, 
As  our  Irish  friends  have  it,  are  there  "  to  the  fore ;" 

Then  the  old  Alcazar, 

More  ancient  by  far. 
As  some  say,  while  some  call  it  one  of  the  palaces 
Built  in  twelve  hundred  and  odd  by  Abdalasis, 
With  its  horse-shoe  shaped  arches  of  Arabesque  tracery. 
Which  the  architect  seems  to  have  studied  to  place  awry, 

Saracenic  and  rich; 

And  more  buildings,  "the  which," 
As  old  Lilly,  in  whom  I  've  been  looking  a  bit  o'  late. 
Says,  **  You  'd  be  bored  should  I  now  recapitulate ;"  f 

In  brief,  then,  the  view 

Is  so  fine  and  so  new, 
ft  would  make  you  exclaim,  'twould  so  forcibly  strike  ye. 
If  a  Frenchman,  **Superbe!" — if  an  Englishman,  ''Crikey!*" 

Yes  I  thou  art  "  Wondertul!" — but  oh, 
'Tis  sad  to  think,  'mid  scenes  so  bright 

•  «  Rio  vepde,  Rla  Torde,  Ac.»» 
•*  Olaiwy  water,  glvsiy  water, 

Down  whom  oumnt  clear  and  Ktrong, 
Cblefn,  oODfuFed  In  mutual  alaughter, 
Mocr  and  Christian,  roll  along.**— Old  Spanish  Xomane$. 

t  Cum  multla  aliii  que  nunc  perscrlbera  loogum  aat 

Propria  qmewtaribm^ 
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As  thine,  fair  Seville,  soands  of  woe, 

And  shrieks  of  pnin  and  irild  afTrigbt, 
And  soul-wning  groans  of  deep  despair. 
And  blood,  and  death  should  mingle  there  I 

Tes !  thou  art  *«  Wonderful  !" — the  flames 

That  on  thy  towers  reflected  shine. 
While  earth's  proud  Lords  and  high-born  DuneSi 

Descendants  of  a  mighty  Hue, 
With  cold  unaltered  looks  are  by 
To  gaze,  with  an  unpi tying  eye, 
On  wretches  in  their  agony. 

All  speak  thee  "Wondekful" — the  phrase 

Beflts  thee  well — the  fearful  blaze 

Of  yon  piled  faggots'  lurid  light, 

Where  writhing  victims  mock  the  sight, — 

The  scorch'd  limb  shriTclling  in  its  chains, — 

The  hot  blood  parch'd  in  livinff  veins, — 

The  crackling  nerve — the  fearful  knell 

Wrung  out  by  that  remorseless  bell, — 

Those  shouts  from  human  fiends  that  swell, — 

That' withering  scream, — that  frantic  yell, 

All,  Seville,— all  too  truly  tell 

Thou  art  a  "Marvel" — and  a  Hell! 

God !  —  that  the  worm  whom  thou  hast  made 

Should  thus  his  brother  worm  invade  t 

Count  deeds  like  these  good  service  done. 

And  deem  THINE  eye  looks  smiling  on!! 

Yd  there  at  his  ease,  witli  his  whole  Court  around  him. 
King  Ferdinand  sits  "in  his  Glory" — confound  himi  — 

Leaning  back  in  his  chair, 

With  a  satisfied  air, 
And  enjoying  the  bother,  the  smoke  and  the  smother, 
With  one  knee  cock'd  carelessly  over  the  other ; 
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His  pouncet-box  goes 

To  and  fro  at  his  noso. 
As  somewhat  mislikiog  the  smell  of  old  clothes^ 
And  seeming  to  hint,  by  this  action  emphatic, 
That  Jews,  e*en  when  roasted,  are  not  aromatio ; 

There,  too,  fair  Ladies 

From  Xeres,  and  Cadiz, 
Catnlinas,  and  Julias,  and  fair  Ificsillas, 
In  splendid  lace-Teils  and  becoming  mantillas ; 
fiviras,  Antonias,  and  Claras,  and  Floras, 
And  dark-eycd  Jacinthas,  and  soft  Isidoras, 
Are  crowding  the  "  boxes,"  and  looking  on  coolly  as 
Though  't  was  but  one  of  their  common  (ertulias, 
Partaking,  as  usual,  of  wafer  and  ices. 
Snow-water,  and  melons  cut  out  into  slices. 
And  chocolate, —  fumishM  at  coffee-house  prices , 

While  many  a  suitor, 

And  gay  coadjutor 
In  the  eating-and-drinking  line,  scorns  to  be  neuter 
One,  being  perhaps  just  returned  with  his  tutor 
From  travel  in  England,  is  tempting  his  "/»//i/re" 
With  a  luxury  neat  as  imported,  »*  The  Pewter," 
And  charming  the  dear  Violantes  and  iHcses 
With  a  three-corner'd  Sandwich,  and  smip^on  of  "  Guimies.«*8 ;" 
While  another,  from  Paris  but  newly  come  hack. 
Hints  "  the  least  taste  in  life  "  of  the  best  cogniac. 

Such  ogling  and  eyeing. 

In  short,  and  such  sighing. 

And  such  complimenting  (one  must  not  say  1 g). 

Of  smart  CaTaliers  with  each  other  still  vying, 

Mix'd  up  with  the  crying, 

And  groans  of  the  dyin;;, 
A\i  hissing,  and  spittinjr,  and  broilinj^  and  fr^-ing. 
Form  a  scene,  which,  although  tliere  can  be  no  denying 
To  a  hon  CalhoUgue  it  may  prove  edifying, 
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I  doubt  if  H  l^testftnt  smart  Bean,  or  merry  BeUe 
Might  not  shrink  from  it  as  somewhat  too  terrible. 

It  *8  a  question  with  me  if  you  ever  aurrey'd  a 
More  etem-Iooking  mortal  than  old  Torquemada, 
Renowned  Father  Uominic,  famous  for  twisting  dom- 
estic and  foreign  necks  all  over  Christendom ; 

Morescoes  or  Jews, 

Not  a  penny  to  choose. 
If  a  dog  of  a  heretic  dare  to  refuse 
A  glass  of  old  port,  or  a  slice  from  a  grislun. 
The  good  Padre  soon  would  so  set  him  a  frisking, 
That  I  would  not,  for — more  than  1  *11  say— be  in  his  skin. 

'T  was  just  the  same  thing  with  his  own  race  and  nation. 
And  Christian  Dissenters  of  every  persuasion, 

Muggietonian,  or  Quaker, 

Or  Jumper,  or  Shaker, 
No  matter  with  whom  in  opinion  partaker, 
George  Whitfield,  John  Bunyan,  or  Thomas  Gat-acre, 
They  'd  no  better  chance  than  a  Bronze  or  a  Fakir ; 
If  a  woman,  it  skill'd  not — if  she  did  not  deem  as  he 
Bade  her  to  deem  touching  Papal  supremacy. 

By  the  Pope,  but  he  'd  make  her  I 

From  error  awake  her. 
Or  else  —  pop  her  into  an  oven  and  bake  her  I 
No  one,  in  short,  ever  came  half  so  near,  as  he 
Did,  to  the  full  extirpation  of  heresy ; 
And  if,  in  times  of  which  now  I  am  treating, 
There  had  been  such  a  thing  as  a  **  Manchester  Meeting, 
•* Pretty  pork"  he*d  have  made  "Moderator"  and  "Minister," 
Had  he  but  caught  them  on  his  side  Cape  Finisterre ; — 
Pye  Smith,  and  tlie  rest  of  them  once  in  his  bonfire,  hence 
forth  you  'd  have  heard  liltle  more  of  the  "  Coxferencb  * 

And — there  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ring. 

He,  too,  sits  "  in  his  Gxk>b  r,"  confronting  the  Kin^^ 
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With  hia  cast-iron  countenance  frowning  ansterely, 
That  matched  with  his  en  ban  point  but  queerly, 
For,  though  grim  his  visage,  his  person  was  pursy 

Belying  the  rumour 

Of  fat  folks'  good-humour; 
Above  waves  his  banner  of  "  Justice  and  Mercy," 
Below  and  around  stand  a  terrible  band  ad- 
ding much  to  the  scene, —  viz.  The  "Holy  ffermandad" 
That's  Brotherhood/' — each  looking  grave  as  a  Grand-dad. 

Within  the  arena 

Before  them  is  seen  a 
Strange,  odd-looking  group,  each  one  dress'd  in  a  garment 
Not  **  dandified"  clearly,  as  certainly  "  varment," 
Being  all  over  vipers  and  snakes,  and  stuck  thick 
With  multiplied  tilhouette  profiles  of  Nick; 

And  a  cap  of  the  same, 

All  devils  and  flame. 
Extinguisher-shaped,  much  like  Salisbury  Spire, 
Except  that  the  latter 's  of  course  somewhat  higher ; 

A  long  yellow  pin-a-fore 

Hangs  down  each  chin  afore, 
On  which,  ere  the  wearer  had  doun'd  it,  a  man  drew 
The  Scotch  badge,  a  Sallirey  or  Cross  of  St.  Andrew ; 
Though  I  fairly  confess  I  am  quite  at  a  loss 
To  guess  why  they  should  choose  that  particular  cross, 

Or  to  make  clear  to  you 

What  the  Scotch  had  to  do 
At  all  with  the  business  in  hand, —  though  it 's  true 
That  the  vestment  aforesaid,  perhaps,  from  its  hue. 
Viz.  yelloWy  in  juxta-position  with  blue^ 
(A  tinge  of  which  latter  tint  could  but  accrue 
On  the  faces  of  wretches,  of  course,  in  a  stew 
As  to  what  their  tormentors  were  going  to  do,) 
Might  make  people  fancy,  who  no  better  knew. 
They  were  somehow  connected  with  Jeffrey's  Review; 
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Especiallj  too 

As  it's  certiiin  that  few 
Things  would  make  Father  Dominio  blither  or  happier 
ThaQ  to  catch  hold  of  i7,  or  its  (7A<»/,  Macvey  Napier.— 
No  matter  for  that — my  description  to  crown, 
All  the  flames  and  the  deTils  were  tum'd  upside  down 
On  this  habit,  facetiously  term'd  San  Benito^ 

Much  like  the  dress  suit 

Of  some  nonde!u;rIpt  brute 
From  the  show-yan  of  Wombwell,  (not  George,)  or  Polito. 

And  thrice  happy  they,* 

Dress'd  out  in  this  way 

To  appear  with  idat  at  the  Aulo^a-Fi, 
Thrice  happy  indeed  whom  the  good  luck  might  fall  to 
Of  devils  tail  upward,  and  "  Fuego  revoUo," 

For,  only  see  there, 

In  the  midst  of  the  Square, 

Where,  perch'd  up  on  poles  six  feet  high  in  the  air, 
Sit,  chain'd  to  tlie  stake,  some  two,  three,  or  four  p.'iir 
Of  wretches,  whoso  eyes,  nose,  complexion,  and  hair 
Their  Jewish  descent  but  too  plainly  declare, 
Each  clothed  in  a  garment  more  frightful  by  far,  a 
Smock-frock  sort  of  gaberdine,  call'd  a  Samarra^ 
With  three  times  the  number  of  devils  upon  it, — 
A  proportion  observed  on  the  sugar-loafd  bonnet, 
With  this  farther  distinction — of  mischief  a  proof — 
That  every  fiend  Jack  stands  upright  on  his  hoof  1 

While  the  pictured  flames,  spread 

Over  body  and  head, 
Are  three  times  as  crook'd,  and  three  timea  as  red  I 
All,  too,  pointing  upwards,  as  much  as  to  say, 
''Here's  the  real  bonne  bouche  of  the  Anto-da-f<6 !** 

Torquemada,  meanwhile. 
With  his  cold,  cruel  smile, 

•  0  ivtiiaatl  Blmlum  ma  sI  tona  aariBtf 
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Sits  looking  on  calmly,  and  watching  ihe  pile, 

As  his  hooded  ** Familiars"  (their  names,  as  some  teB,  come 

From  their  being  so  much  more  *'  famiUai* "  than  **  welcome,") 

Have,  by  this  time,  begun 

To  be  "  poking  their  fun," 
And  their  firebrands,  as  if  they  were  so  many  posies 

Of  lilies  and  roses, 

Up  to  the  noses 
Of  Lazarus  Levi,  and  Money  Ben  Moses ; 
While  similar  treatment  is  forcing  out  hollow  moans 
From  Aby  Ben  Lasco,  and  Ikey  Ben  Solomons, 
Whose  beards  —  this  a  black,  that  inclining  to  grizzle- 
Are  smoking,  and  curling,  and  all  in  a  fizzle ; 
The  King,  at  the  same  time,  his  Dons  and  his  visitors, 
Sit,  sporting  smiles,  like  the  Holy  Inquisitors, 

Enough! — no  more! — 

Thank  heaven,  'tis  o'er ! 
The  tragedy 's  done !  and  we  now  draw  a  veil 
O'er  a  scene  which  makes  outraged  humanity  quail; 
The  last  fire 's  exhausted,  and  spent  like  a  rocket. 
The  last  wretched  Hebrew 's  burnt  down  in  liis  socket » 
The  Barriers  are  open,  and  all,  saints  and  sinners. 
King,  Court,  Lords,  and  Commons,  gone  home  to  their  dinners, 

With  a  pleasing  emotion 

Produced  by  the  notion 
Of  having  exhibited  so  much  devotion, 
All  chuckling  to  think  how  the  Saints  are  delighted 
At  having  seen  so  many  *'Smouches"  ignited; — 

All,  save  Privy-purse  Humcz, 

Who  sconced  in  his  room  is. 
And,  Cocker  in  hand,  in  his  leatlier-back'd  chair, 
Is  puzzling  to  find  out  how  much  the  "  affair" 
(By  deep  calculations,  the  which  I  cnn't  follow,)  cost, — 
The  tottle,  in  short,  of  the  whole  of  the  Holocaust. 
Perhaps  you  may  think  it  a  rather  odd  thing, 
That,  while  talking  ao  much  of  the  Court  and  the  King^ 
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In  describing  the  Bcene 

Throagh  which  we  've  just  been, 
- 1  'Te  not  said  one  syllable  as  to  the  Queen  ; 
E^eciaUy,  too,  a«  her  Majesty's  **  Whereabouts," 
All  tiiiagB  considered,  might  well  be  thought  thereabouts; 
The  fact  was,  howeTer,  although  little  known, 
Sa  Magettad  had  hit  on  a  plan  of  her  own, 
And  suspecting,  perhaps,  that  an  Auto  alone 
Might  fail  iu  Mcuring  this  '*  Heir  to  the  throne," 

Had  made  up  her  mind, 

Although  well  inclined 
Towards  galaa  and  shows  of  no  matter  what  kind. 

For  once  to  retire 

And  bribe  the  Saints  higher 
Than  merely  by  sitting  and  seeing  a  fire,— 
A  sight,  after  an,  she  did  not  much  admire ; 

So  she  locked  herself  up, 

Without  platter  or  cup, 
In  her  Oriel,  resoWed  not  to  take  bite  or  sup, 
Not  so  much  as  her  matin-draught  (our  "  early  purl"), 
Nor  put  on  her  jewels,  nor  e*en  let  the  girl, 
Who  help'd  her  to  dress,  take  her  hair  out  of  curl. 
But  to  pass  the  whole  morning  in  telling  her  beads. 
And  in  reading  the  lives  of  the  Saints,  and  their  deeds. 
And  in  vowing  to  visit,  without  shoes  or  sandals, 
Their  shrines,  with  unlimited  orders  for  candles, 
Holy  water,  and  Masses  of  Mozart's,  and  Handel's.* 

And  many  a  Pater ^  and  Avt^  and  Credo 

Did  She,  and  her  Father  Confessor,  Quevedo, 

(The  clever  Archbishop,  you  know,  of  Toledo,) 

*  **  That  b.  She  mouU  have  orderU  them  —  but  none  ere  known,  I  ftai^ 
as  bis, 
Tor  Handel  nerer  wrote  a  Mam  —  and  so  8be  'd  David  Peret'i  — 
Bowl  wow  I  wow  I 
Fol,  lol,  4c.,  Ar.'» 

{Pulhumotu  NcU  bf  tht  Ghod  qfJnm  Smi&y  Wii^ 
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Who  came,  as  before,  at  a  Tery  short  warning, 

Get  through,  without  doubt,  in  the  course  of  that  morning; 

Shut  up,  as  they  were, 

With  nobody  there 
To  at  all  interfere  with  so  pious  a  pair; 
And  the  Saints  must  haye  been  stony-hearted  indeed. 
If  they  had  not  allowed  all  these  pains  to  succeed. 
Nay,  it 's  not  clear  to  me  but  their  very  ability 

Might,  Spain  throughout. 

Have  been  brought  into  doubt, 
Had  the  Royal  bed  still  remained  cursed  with  sterility; 
St  Jago,  howeyer,  who  always  is  jealous 
In  Spanish  affairs,  as  their  best  authors  tell  us, 

And  who,  if  he  saw 

Anything  like  a  flaw 
In  Spain's  welfare,  would  soon  sing  "Old  Rose    bum  tht 

bellows!" 
Set  matters  to  rights  like  a  King  of  good  fellows ; 

By  his  interference, 

Three-fourths  of  a  year  hence. 
There  was  nothing  but  capering,  dancing,  and  singing, 
Gachucas,  Boleros,  and  bells  set  a  ringing, 

In  both  the  Castiles, 

Triple-bob-miyor  peals, 
Rope-dancing,  and  tun*bling,  and  somemet-flinging. 

Seguidillas,  Fandangos, 

While  ey'ry  gun  bang  goes; 
And  all  the  way  through,  from  Gibraltar  to  Biscay, 
Figueras  and  Sherry  make  all  the  Dons  frisky, 
(Saye  Moore's  <'Blakes  and  O'Donnells,"  who  stick   to  the 

All  the  day  long  [whiskiy;) 

The  dance  and  the  song 
Continue  the  general  joy  to  prolong ; 
And  eyen  long  after  the  close  of  the  day 
Ton  can  hear  little  else  but  "  Hip !  hip !  hip  I  hurray  t** 
The  Edourial,  howeyer,  is  not  quite  ad  gay, 
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For,  whether  the  Saint  had  not  perfectly  heard 
The  petition  the  Qaeen  and  Archbishop  preferred, — 
Or  whether  his  head,  from  his  not  being  used 
To  an  Auto-da-fiy  was  a  little  confused, — 
Or  whether  the  King,  in  the  smoke  and  the  smother, 
Gut  bother'd,  and  so  made  some  blunder  or  othur, 

I  am  sure  I  can't  say; 

All  I  know  is,  that  day 
There  must  have  been  9ome  mistake  I  —that,  I'm  aftnid,  Us 

Only  too  clear, 

Inasmuch  as  the  dear 
Royal  Twins, — though  fine  babies,— proTed  both  little  Ladibi  1 1 

MOBAL. 

Reader? — Not  knowing  what  your  ''persuasion"  may  be, 

Mahometan,  Jewish,  or  eren  Parsee, 

Take  a  little  advice  which  may  scnre  for  all  three  I 

First — "When  you're  at  Rome,  do  as  Rome  does!"  and  nota 

all  her 
Ways — drink  what  She  drinks  I  and  don't  turn  Tea-totalerl 

In  Spain,  raison  de  plut. 

You  must  do  as  they  do, 
Tnasmnch  as  they  're  all  there  "  at  sixes  and  sexens," 

Just,  as  you  know, 

They  were,  some  years  ago, 
In  the  days  of  Don  Carlos  and  Brigadier  Erans ; 
Don't  be  nice  then — but  take  what  they've  got  in  their  8ho]i8, 
Whether  griskins,  or  sausages,  ham,  or  pork-chops ! 

Next — Avoid  Fancy-lrousers ! — their  colours  and  shapes 
Sometimes,  as  you  see,  may  lead  folks  into  scrapes  \ 

For  myself,  I  confess 

I've  but  small  taste  in  dress. 
My  opiikion  is,  therefore,  worth  nothing — or  leas- 
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But  8CAe  fHends  I  Ve  consulted, — much  given  to  watch  one's 

Apparel — do  say 

It 's  by  far  the  best  way. 
And  the  safest,  to  do  as  Lord  Brougham  does — buy  Scotch  onee  1 

I  might  now  Tolunteer  some  advice  to  a  King, — 

Jjet  Whigs  say  what  they  will,  I  shall  do  no  such  thing, 

But  copy  my  betters,  and  never  begin 

Until,  like  Sir  Bobert,  <*  I  'm  duly  called  in  !" 


^»»^^^/V»^»«^»V<^^»V^WN^»W^^«»'%^  »  ^^^^^^ 


In  the  windows  of  the  great  Hall,  as  well  as  in  those 
of  the  long  Gallery^  and  the  Library  at  Tappington,  arc, 
and  have  been  many  of  them  from  a  very  early  period, 
various  '^  storied  panes"  of  stiuned  glass,  which,  as  Blae 
Dick's*  exploits  did  not  extend  beyond  the  neighbour- 
ing city,  have  remained  unfractured  down  to  the 
present  time.  Among  the  numerous  escutcheons  there 
displayed,  charged  with  armorial  bearings  of  the  family 
and  its  connexions,  is  one  in  which  a  chevron  between 
three  eagles*  cuisses,  sable,  is  blazoned  quarterly  with  the 
engrailed  saltire  -of  the  Ingoldsbys.  Mr.  Simpkinson 
from  Bath, —  whoso  merits  as  an  antiquary  are  so  well 

*  Richard  Calmer,  pflrmn  of  Chnrtham.  commonly  so  called,  distinguished 
himm;If.  while  Laud  wa*  in  the  Tower,  by  breaking  the  beautiful  windows  in 
Canterbury  Cathedral,  "  standing  on  the  top  of  the  city  ladder,  near  sixty 
steps  hi|;h,  with  a  whole  pilte  in  his  hand,  when  others  would  not  Tenture 
so  high."  This  feat  of  Vandalism  the  caerulean  worthy  called  *<  rattling 
ODwn  proud  Uecket's  glaasle  bones." 
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knowTi  and  appreciated  as  to  make  eulogy  snperflaous, 
not  to  say  itnpertiuent, — has  been  for  some  time  bring- 
ing his  heraldic  lore  to  bear  on  these  motiumenta  vetusta. 
He  pronounces  the  coat  in  question  to  be  that  of  a  cer- 
f>iin  Sir  lDgold<>by  Bray  who  flourished  temp.  Etc,  I 
and  founded  the  Abbey  of  Ingoldsby,  in  the  county  of 
Kent  and  diocese  of  Rochester,  early  in  the  reign  of 
that  monarch's  successor.  The  history  of  the  origin  of 
that  pious  establishment  has  been  rescued  from  the  dirt 
and  mildew  in  which  its  chartularies  have  been  slum 
bering  for  centuries,  and  is  here  frivcn.  The  link  of 
connexion  between  the  two  families  is  shown  by  the 
accompanying  extract  from  our  genealogical  tree 

Peter  de  Ingoldsby,  Lord  of  Tappington 
temp :  Stephen,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Un- 
eoltttx  parte  regi9  y 


ViUlto  de  --  Alice  de         Oeoffrej  -j.  Joan  Richard  Ioj;old»bj,  of  Tap 

Engaine.      LUurua,         de  Bral.      onlj  pington  aforesaid.    A  qua 

I  '-W  wife.  I  dau. IIodi£I15US  ISGOLDeoT. 

f       I  i     * 

Alicia— Ingoldobj  de  Braj,  ChU'lcr,  Reginald  de  Bray,  2d  Km, 

dau  A      afUfrwnrdf  a.«.«umMl  hisi  nio*  heir  lO  his  brother,  from  whoa 

heir,        thcr**  aame,  founder  of  In>  dexcpnded  Edmund  Lord  Bray, 

•ub:         goldxby  Abbey,   a.   d.   1202,  aummoned  to  parliament  21 

per           ob.  s,  F.  eirciUr  1214.  to  28  lien.  8. 


ooll: 


A 


In  this  document  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  death 
of  Lady  Alice  Ingoldt»by  is  attributed  to  stran<nilation 
superinduced  by  suspension,  whereas  in  the  veritable 
Irf^cnd  auuexcd  no  allusion  is  made  to  the  intervcotioa. 
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of  a  halter.  Unludsily  Sir  Ingoldsbj  left  no  issue,  or  we 
might  now  be  "calling  Cousios"  with  (ci  devant)  Mrs. 
Otway  Cave,  in  whose  favour  the  abeyance  of  the  old 
Barony  of  Bray  has  recently  been  determined  by  the 
Crown.  To  this  same  Barony  we  ouraelves  were  not 
without  our  pretensions,  and,  teste  Simpkinton,  had  "  as 
good  a  right  to  it  as  any  body  else."  The  "  Collective 
wisdom  of  the  country"  has,  however,  decided  the  point, 
and  placed  us  among  that  very  numerous  class  of  claim- 
ants who  are  "  wrongfully  kept  out  of  their  property  and 
dignities — by  the  right  owners." 

I  seize  with  pleasure  this  opportunity  of  contradicting 
a  malicious  report  that  Mr.  Simpkinson  has,  in  a  late 
publication,  confounded  King  Henry  the  Fifth  with  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  positively  deny  that  he  has  ever 
represented  Walter  Lord  Clifford,  (father  to  Fair  Bos» 
mond,)  as  the  leader  of  tho  0.  P.  ro*<7. 
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A  LEGEND  OF  PALESTINE  AND— WEST   KENT. 

1 11  dtviM  thM  bnre  panUhmanta  Ibr  him  I  —  8hak.viabi. 

Out  and  spake  Sir  Ingoldabj  Bray, 
A  stalwart  knigLt>  I  veen,  was  he, 

"  Come  east,  come  west. 

Come  lance  in  rest. 
Come  falchion  in  hand,  I  *11  tickle  the  best 
Of  aU  the  Soldan^s  ChivaHe !'' 

Oh !  they  came  west,  and  thoj  came  east. 
Twenty-four  Emirs  and  Sheiks  at  the  least, 

And  they  hammered  away 

At  Sir  Ingold»by  Bray, 
Foil  back,  fall  edge,  cut,  thrust,  and  point,— 
Bai  ho  topp'd  off  head,  and  he  lopp*d  off  joint ; 

Twenty  and  three. 

Of  high  degree, 
Lay  v^ark  and  stiff  on  the  crimson'd  lea. 
All  —  all  save  one  —  and  he  ran  up  a  tree ! 
**  Now  count  them,  my  Squire,  now  count  them  and  see  I** 

"Twenty  and  three  I 

Twenty  and  three!— 
All  rf  them  Nobles  of  high  degree: 
Thev  0  they  be  lying  on  Ascalon  lea  I** 

Ou'  and  spake  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray, 
*  ^hat  news?  what  news?  come,  teD  to  mel 

(87) 
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Wb.it  news  ?  whnt  nevB,  thou  little  Foot-page  ?-^ 
1  've  been  whacking  the  foe,  till  it  seems  an  Age 

Since  I  was  in  IngoMsby  Hall  so  free ! 
Wlint  news  ?  what  news  from  Ingoldsby  Hall  f 
Cuiue  tell  me  now,  thou  Page  so  small  l" 

"Oh,  Hawk  and  Hound 
Are  safe  and  sound. 
Beast  in  byre  and  Steed  in  stall; 
And  the  Watch-dog*8  bark. 
As  soon  OS  it's  dark, 
Bays  wakeful  guard  around  Ingoldsby  Hall  \** 

—  "I  care  not  a  pound 

For  Hawk  or  for  Hound, 
For  Steed  in  stall,  or  for  Watch-dog*s  bay  : 

Fain  would  I  hear 

Of  my  dainty  dear ; 
How  fares  Dame  Alice,  my  Lady  gay  T" — 
Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray,  he  said  in  his  rage, 
**  What  news  ?  what  news  ?  thou  naughty  Foot-pAge  I" 

That  little  Foot-page  full  low  crouched  he. 
And  he  dofTd  his  cap,  and  he  bended  his  knco, 
**  Now  lithe  and  listen,  Sir  Bray,  to  me : 
Lady  Alice  sits  lonely  in  bower  and  hnll, 
Her  sighs  they  rise,  and  her  tears  they  fall : 

She  sits  alone. 

And  she  makes  her  moan; 

Dance  And  pong 

She  considers  quite  wrong ; 

Feast  and  revel 

Mere  snares  of  the  devil ; 
She  mendeth  her  hose,  and  she  crioth  *  Alack ! 
When  will  S\r  Ingoldsby  Bray  come  back  I* " 

M  Thou  Host  I  thou  Hest,  thon  naughty  Foot-pago, 
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Fun  lond  dost  thoa  lie,  false  Page,  to  me  I  ' 

There,  in  thy  breast, 

*Neath  thy  silken  Test, 
What  scroll  is  that,  false  Page,  I  see  ?" 

Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray  in  his  rage  drew  near. 
That  little  Foot^page  he  blenchM  with  fear ; 

"Now  where  may  the  Prior  of  Abingdon  lie? 
King  Richard's  Confessor,  I  ween,  is  he. 

And  tidings  rare 

To  him  do  I  bear, 
And  news  of  price  from  his  rich  Ab-bee  I** 

•*  Now  nay,  now  nay,  thou  naughty  Page  I 
No  learned  clerk,  I  trow,  am  I, 

But  well,  I  ween, 

May  there  be  seen 
Dame  Afice's  hand  with  half  an  eye ; 
Now  nay,  now  nay,  thou  naughty  Page, 
From  Abingdon  Abbey  comes  not  thy  news ; 

Although  no  clerk, 

Well  may  I  mark 
The  particular  turn  of  her  P's  and  her  Q's !" 

Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray,  in  his  fury  and  rage. 

By  the  back  of  the  neck  takes  that  little  Foot>page ; 

The  scroll  he  seizes. 

The  Page  he  squeezes. 
And  buffets, — and  pinches  his  nose  till  he  sneezes ; — 
Then  he  cuts  with  his  dagger  the  silken  threads 
Which  they  used  in  those  days  'stead  of  little  Queen^s-liends 

When  the  contents  of  the  scroll  met  his  view, 
Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray  in  a  passion  grew, 

Backward  he  drew 

His  mailed  shoe, 
8* 
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And  he  kicked  that  nanghty  Foot-pngc,  that  he  flow 
Like  a  cloth-yard  shaft  from  a  bended  yew, 

1  may  not  say  whither  —  I  ncTer  knew 

**  Now  count  the  slain 
Upon  Ascalon  plain, — 
Qo  cooat  them,  my  Squire,  go  count  them  again  !*' 

"  Twenty  and  three ! 

There  they  be, 
Stiff  and  stark  on  that  crimson'd  lea ! — 

Twenty  and  three? — 

— Stay  —  let  me  seel 

Stretched  in  his  gore 

There  lieth  one  more! 
By  the  Pope's  triple  crown  there  are  twenty  and /our/ 
Twenty-four  trunks,  I  ween,  are  there, 
But  their  heads  and  their  limbs  are  no-body  knows  where ! 
Ay,  twenty-four  corses,  I  rede,  there  be. 
Though  one  got  away,  and  mn  up  a  tree  I 

**  Look  nigher,  look  nigher, 

My  trusty  Squire!" — 
•*  One  is  the  corse  of  a  bare-footed  Friar ! !  *' 
Out  and  spake  Sir  Tngoldsby  Bray, 
"  A  boon,  a  boon.  King  Richard,"  quoth  he. 

Now  Heav'n  thee  save, 

A  boon  I  crave, 
A  boon.  Sir  King,  on  my  bended  knee ; 

A  year  and  a  day 

Have  I  been  away. 
King  Richard,  from  IngoMsby  Hall  so  free; 
Dame  Alice,  she  sits  there  in  lonely  guise. 
And  she  makes  her  moan,  and  she  sobs  and  she  siglis, 
And  tears  like  rain-drops  ftill  fh)m  her  eyes, 
And  she  dameth  her  hose,  and  she  crieth  *  Alack ! 
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Oh  t  when  will  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray  come  back  !' 
A.  boon,  a  boon,  my  Liege,"  quoth  he, 
**  Fair  Ingoldsby  Hall  1  fain  would  see  I" 

"Rise  up,  rise  up,  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray," 
King  Richard  said  right  graciously, 
**  Of  all  in  my  host 
That  I  love  the  most, 
I  love  none  better,  Sir  Bray,  than  theel 
Rise  up,  rise  up,  thou  hast  thy  boon ; 
But — mind  you  make  haste,  and  oome  back  again  coon  I* 


Pope  Gregory  sits  in  St.  Peter's  chair, 
Pontiff  proud,  I  ween,  is  he, 
And  a  belted  Knight, 
In  armour  dight, 
Is  begging  a  boon  on  his  bended  knee, 
With  signs  of  grief  and  sounds  of  woe, 
Featly  he  kisseth  his  Holiness'  toe. 

"  Now  pardon.  Holy  Father,  I  crave, 

0  Holy  Father,  pardon  and  graoe  I 
In  my  fury  and  rage 

A  little  Foot-page 
I  have  left,  I  fear  me,  in  eril  case: 
A  scroll  of  shame 
From  a  faithless  dame 
Did  that  naughty  Foot-page  to  a  paramour  bearf 

1  gave  him  a  Mick' 
With  a  stick, 

And  a  kick, 
That  sent  him — I  can't  tell  your  Holiness  where  I 
Had  he  as  many  necks  as  hairs. 
He  had  broken  them  all  down  those  perilous  stidm  V 
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•«  Rise  up,  rise  up,  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray, 
Rise  up,  rise  up,  I  say  to  tiiee ; 

A  soldier,  I  trow. 

Of  the  Cross  art  thou; 
Rise  up,  rise  up  from  thy  bended  knee  1 
111  it  beseems  that  a  soldier  true 
Of  holy  Church  should  vainly  sue :  — 
—  Foot-pages,  they  are  by  no  means  raro, 
A  thriftless  crew,  I  ween,  be  they, 

Well  mote  we  spare 

A  Page  —  or  a  pair, 
For  the  matter  of  that — 8!r  Ingoldsby  Bray, 

But  stout  and  true 

Soldiers,  like  you, 
Grow  scarcer  and  scarcer  ev«ay  day ! 

Be  prayers  for  the  dead 

Duly  read. 
Let  a  mass  be  sung,  and  a  paier  be  said ; 
So  may  your  qualms  of  conscience  cease. 
And  the  little  Foot-page  shall  rest  in  peace !" 

Now  pardon.  Holy  Father,  I  crave. 

0  Holy  Father,  pardon  and  grace ! 

Dame  Alice,  my  wife. 
The  bane  of  my  life, 

1  have  left,  I  fear  me,  in  evil  case ! 
A  scroll  of  shame  in  my  rage  I  tore, 
"Which  that  caitiff  Page  to  a  paramour  bore ; 
'Twere  bootless  to  tell  how  I  storm'd  ai.l  swore; 
Alack !  alack !  too  surely  I  knew 

The  turn  of  each  P,  and  the  tail  of  each  Q, 
And  away  to  Ingoldsby  Hall  I  flew ! 
Dame  Alice  I  found, — 
She  sank  on  the  ground, — 
I  twisted  her  neck  till  I  twisted  it  round ! 
With  jibe  and  jeer,  and  mock,  and  scoff, 
I  twistoJ  it  on —  till  I  twisted  it  off  I — 
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AH  the  King's  Doctors  and  all  the  King's  Men 
Can't  put  fair  Alice's  head  on  agen  1" 

«« Well-a-day !  well-a-day! 

Sir  Ingoldfiby  Bray, 
Why  really — I  hardly  know  what  to  say; — 
Foul  sin,  I  trow,  a  fair  Ladye  to  slay, 
Because  she's  perhaps  been  a  little  too  gay. — 
— Monk  must  chaunt  and  Nun  must  pray ; 
For  each  moss  they  sing,  and  each  pray'r  they  say. 

For  a  year,  and  a  day. 

Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray 
A  fair  rose-noble  must  duly  pay ! 
So  may  his  qualms  of  conscience  cease, 
And  the  soul  of  Dame  Alice  may  rest  in  peace !" 

**  Now  pardon.  Holy  Father,  I  crare, 

0  Holy  Father,  pardon  and  grace  I 

No  power  could  saye 
That  paramour  knaTe; 

1  left  him,  1  wot,  in  evil  case  I 

There,  'midst  the  slain 

Upon  Ascalon  plain, 
Unburied,  I  trow,  doth  his  body  remain. 
His  legs  lie  here,  and  his  arms  lie  there. 
And  hifl  head  lies — I  can't  tell  your  Holiness  where." 

*  Now  out  and  alas  I  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray, 
?oul  sin  it  were,  thou  doughty  Knight, 
To  hack  and  to  hew 
A  champion  true 
Of  holy  Church  in  such  pitiful  plight  I 
Foul  sin  her  warriors  so  to  slay, 
AVhen  they're  scarcer  and  searoer  every  lay  I— 
— A  chauntry  fair, 
And  of  monks  a  pair. 
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To  pray  for  his  soul  for  ever  and  aye, 
Thou  must  duly  endow.  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray, 
And  fourteen  marks  by  the  year  mu8t  thou  pay 

For  plenty  of  lights 

To  burn  tbqre  o' nights  — 
None  of  your  rascnlly  *rfi/?«' — but  sound, 
Bound,  ten-penny  moulds  of  four  to  the  pound  ;— 
And  a  shirt  of  the  roughest  and  coarsest  hair 
For  a  year  and  a  day,  Sir  Ingoldaby,  wear ! — 
Bo  may  your  qualms  of  conscience  cease, 
And  the  soul  of  the  Soldier  shall  rest  in  peace  V* 

••  Now  nay,  Holy  Father,  now  nay,  now  nay ! 
Less  penance  may  serve !"  quoth  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray. 
**No  champion  free  of  the  Cross  was  he ; 
No  belted  Baron  of  high  degree ; 

No  Knight  nor  Squire 

Did  there  expire ; 
He  waa,  I  trow,  but  a  bare-footed  Friar ! 
And  the  Abbot  of  Abingdon  long  may  wait 
"With  his  monks  around  him,  and  early  and  late 
May  look  from  loop-hole,  and  turret,  and  gate, 
—  He  hath  lost  his  Prior — his  Prior  his  pate  I" 

"Now  Thunder  and  turf!"  Pope  Gregory  said. 

And  his  hair  raised  his  triple  crown  right  off  his  head- 

"  Now  Thunder  and  Turf  1  and  out  and  alas ! 

A  horrible  thing  has  come  to  pass ! 

What ! — cut  off  the  head  of  a  reverend  Prior, 

And  say  ho  was  *  only  (!!!)  a  bare-footed  I'riar  !* — 

•What  Baron  or  Squire, 

Or  Knight  of  the  shire 
Is  half  80  good  as  a  holy  Friar  ?' 

0,  tnrpisHme! 

Vir  nequinsime  ! 
Seeleraiiitimf ! — quiuime  I — iuime  I 
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Never,  I  trow,  hare  the  Servi  servarum 
Had  before  'cm 
Such  a  brcjich  of  deconnn, 
Such  a  gi'OPW  violation  of  morum  bonorum, 
And  won't  have  again  scccula  satculoruml-^ 
Come  hither  to  me, 
My  Cardinals  three. 
My  Bishops  in  pariibut. 
Masters  in  Artibus, 
Hither  to  me,  A.  B.  and  D.  D. 
Doctors  and  Proctors  of  every  degree  I 
Oo  fetch  me  a  book  !  — go  fetch  me  a  bcU 

As  big  as  a  dustman's !  —  and  a  candle  as  well 

I'll  send  him  —  where  good  manners  won't  let  me  tell  *** 

—  "  Pardon  and  grace !  — now  pardon  and  grace !" 

—  Sir  Xngoldsby  Bray  fell  flat  on  his  face  — 
"if«tf  euip&I — in  sooth  I'm  in  pitiful  case — 
Peceavi!  peecavi!  —  I've  done  very  wrong! 

But  my  heart  it  is  stout,  and  my  arm  it  is  strong, 
And  I'll  fight  for  holy  Church  all  the  day  long; 
And  the  Ingoldaby  lands  are  broad  and  fair. 

And  they're  here,  and  they're  there,  and  I  can't  tell  you  where 

And  Holy  Church  shall  come  in  for  her  share  V* 

Pope  Gregory  paused,  and  he  sat  himself  down. 
And  he  somewhat  relax'd  his  terrible  frown, 
And  his  Cardinals  three  they  pick'd  up  his  crown. 

•*Now,  if  it  be  so  that  you  own  you've  been  wrong. 

And  your  heart  is  so  stout,  and  your  arm  is  so  strong. 

And  you  really  will  fight  like  a  trump  all  day  long ; 

If  the  Ingoldsby  lands  do  lie  here  and  there, 

And  Holy  Church  shall  come  in  for  her  shares- 
Why,  my  Cardinals  three. 
Yon '11  agree 
With  me. 
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That  it  givea  a  new  turn  to  the  whole  affair. 
And  I  think  ihat  the  Penitent  need  not  despair  1 
— If  it  be  so,  OS  you  seem  to  say, 
Rise  up,  rise  up,  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray ! 
An  Abbey  so  fair  Sir  Bray  shall  found, 
Whose  innermost  wall's  encircling  bound 
Shall  take  in  a  couple  of  acres  of  ground ; 
And  there  in  that  Abbey  all  the  year  round, 
A  full  choir  of  monks,  and  a  full  choir  of  nuns, 
Rhall  liTe  upon  cabbage  and  hot-cross-buns ; 

And  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray, 

Without  delay, 

Shall  hie  him  again 

To  Ascalon  plain. 
And  gather  the  bones  of  the  foully  slain : 
And  shall  place  said  bones,  with  all  possible  care. 
In  an  elegant  shrine  in  his  abbey  so  fair ; 

And  plenty  of  lighta 

Shall  be  there  o' nights; 
None  of  your  rascally  *rf(p«,'  but  sound, 
Best  superfine  wax-wicks,  four  to  the  pound ; 

And  Monk  and  Nun 

Shall  pray,  each  one, 
For  the  Soul  of  the  Prior  of  Abingdon  I 
And  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray,  so  bold  and  so  brare. 
Never  shall  wash  himself,  comb,  or  shaya. 

Nor  adorn  his  body. 

Nor  drink  gin-toddy. 

Nor  indulge  in  a  pipe, — 

But  shall  dine  upon  tripe, 
And  blackberries  gather*d  before  they  are  ripe. 
And  for  ever  abhor,  renounce,  and  abjure 
Bum,  hoUands,  and  brandy,  wine,  punch,  and  liqueur  C* 

(Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray 

Here  gave  way 
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To  a  feeling  which  prompted  a  word  profane. 
But  he  swnllow'd  it  down,  by  an  effort,  again. 
And  his  Holiness  hickily  fancied  his  gulp  a 
Mere  repetition  of  0^  Me&  culpH  !) 

**  Tlirice  three  times  upon  Candlemas-day, 
Between  Vespers  and  Compline,  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray 
Shall  run  roand  the  Abbey,  as  best  he  may, 

Subjecting  his  back 

To  thump  and  to  thwack. 
Well  and  truly  laid  on  by  a  bare-footed  Friar, 
With  a  stout  cat  o'  ninetnils  of  whip-cord  and  wire; 

And  nor  he,  nor  his  heir* 

Shall  take,  use,  or  bear 

Any  more,  from  this  day, 

The  surname  of  Bray, 
As  being  diehonour'd,  but  all  issue  male  he  has 
Shall,  with  himself,  go  henceforth  by  an  aUtu! 
So  his  qualms  of  conscience  at  length  nay  cease, 
And  Page,  Dame,  and  Prior  shall  rest  in  peace  I" 

Sir  Ingoldsby  (now  no  longer  Bray) 
Ib  off  like  a  shot  away  and  away, 

Oyer  the  brine 

To  far  Palestine, 
To  rummage  and  hunt  over  Ascalon  plain 
For  the  miburied  bones  of  hia  victim  slain. 

"Look  out,  my  Squire, 

Look  higher  and  nigher. 
Look  out  for  the  corpse  of  a  bare-footed  Friar  1 
And  pick  up  the  arras,  and  the  legs,  of  the  dead. 
And  pick  up  his  body,  and  pick  up  his  head  I" 

•  Ills  brother,  Rrghiald,  it  would  leem  hj  the  pttUgroa,  dlsi«gaid«d  Wb 
prohlbltioB. 
9 
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[ngoldsby  Abbey  is  fair  to  see, 

It  hath  manors  a  dozen,  and  royalties  tliree, 

With  right  of  free  warren  (wliatever  that  be) ; 

Rich  pastures  in  front,  and  green  woods  in  the  rear, 

All  in  full  leaf  at  the  right  time  of  year ; 

About  Christmas,  or  so  they  fall  into  the  sear, 

And  the  prospect,  of  course,  becomes  rather  more  drear : 

But  it 's  really  delightful  in  spring-time,  —  and  near 

The  great  gate  Father  Thames  rolls  sun-bright  and  clear. 

Cobham  woods  to  the  right,  — on  the  opposite  shore 

Laindon  hills  in  the  distance,  ten  miles  off  or  more ; 

Then  you  We  Milton  and  Gravcsend  behind,  —  and  before 

You  can  see  almost  all  the  way  down  to  the  Nore.* 

So  charming  a  spot, 

It's  rarely  one's  lot 
To  see,  and  when  seen  it 's  as  rarely  forgot. 

Yes,  Ingoldsby  Abbey  is  fair  to  see, 

And  its  Monks  and  its  Nuns  are  hfty  and  three, 

And  there  they  all  stand  each  in  their  degree, 

Drawn  up  in  the  front  of  their  sacred  abode, 

Two  by  two,  in  their  regular  mode. 

While  a  funeral  comes  down  the  Rochester  road. 

Palmers  twelve,  from  a  foreign  strand. 
Cockle  in  hat,  and  staff  in  hand. 
Come  marching  in  pairs,  a  holy  band! 

*  Alas !  one  might  almost  nay  that  of  thiii  racred,  and  once  Bplendid,  edifioa^ 
periiruni  Miam  ruina.  An  t'Ulerly  gentleman,  liowever,  of  ecck*sia«tical 
cat,  who  o.tcillntc^  between  the  Onrrlck  Club  ami  titu  Fiilo^^n  in  Oravrscnd, 
and  i*  Mid  by  the  host  to  be  a  *'  foroiirnctTisii?  Bi<<liop,"  c1(k.m  not  (UTupIc  to 
Identify  the  luins  still  to  bo  seen  by  the  siso  of  the  hi^h  Durer  road,  aboat 
a  mite  and  n  half  bolow  the  town.  wiLh  tho<o  nf  the  hauntud  S.tctHur»» 
The  general  featiircs  of  the  landsca^vo  oortainly  oorra^pond,  and  tradlliODi 
M  certainly,  oountcnanoca  hia  conjecture. 
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Little  boys  twelve,  dressed  all  in  white, 
Ench  with  his  brazen  censer  bright. 
And  singing  away  with  all  their  might, 
Follow  the  Palmers — a  goodly  sight; 

Next  high  in  air 

Twelve  Yeomen  bear 
On  their  sturdy  necks,  with  a  good  deal  of  care, 
A  patent  sarcophagus  firmly  reared, 
Of  Spanish  mahogany  (not  Teneer'd), 
And  behind  walks  a  Knight  with  a  very  long  beard. 

Close  by  his  side 

Is  a  Friar,  supplied 
With  a  stout  cat  o'  ninetails  of  tough  cow-hide. 

While  all  sorts  of  queer  men 

Bring  up  the  rear — Mcn- 
at  arms,  Nigger  captives,  and  Bow-men,  and  Spear-men. 

It  boots  not  to  tell 

What  you  '11  guess  very  well, 
How  some  sang  the  requiem^  some  toU'd  the  bell ; 

Suffice  it  to  say, 

*Twas  on  Candlemas-day 
The  procef^sion  I  <:peak  about  rcachM  the  Saeellum , 

And  in  lieu  of  a  Supper 

The  Knight  on  his  crupper 
Received  the  first  taste  of  the  Father's  fiageUum  ; 

That,  as  chronicles  tell, 

He  continued  to  dwell 
All  the  rest  of  his  days  in  the  Abbey  he  *d  founded. 
By  the  pious  of  both  sexes  ever  surrounded, 
And,  partaking  the  fiire  of  the  Monks  and  the  Nuns, 
Ate  the  cabbage  alone,  without  touching  the  buns ; 
—That  year  after  year,  having  run  round  the  Quad 
With  his  back,  as  enjoin'd  him,  exposed  to  the  rod. 
Having  not  only  kiss'd  it,  but  bless'd  it,  and  thank'd  it,  he 
Died,  as  all  thought,  in  the  odour  of  sanctity, 
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When. — strange  to  relate !  and  you  Ml  hardly  believtt 
What  I'm  going  to  tell  you, — next  Candlemas  Eve 
The  Monks  and  the  Nans  in  the  dead  of  the  night 
Tumble,  all  of  them,  out  of  their  beds  in  affright, 

Alarm'd  by  the  bawls. 

And  the  calls,  and  the  squalls 
Of  some  one  who  8eem*d  running  all  round  the  walls ! 

Looking  out,  soon 

By  the  light  of  the  moon 
There  appears  most  distinctly  to  ev*ry  one's  Tiew, 
And  making,  as  seems  to  them,  all  this  ado, 
The  form  of  a  Knight  with  a  beard  like  a  Jew, 
As  black  as  if  steep'd  in  that  *«  Matchless  !*'  of  Hunt* 8> 
And  so  bushy,  it  would  not  disgrace  Mr.  Muntx : 
A  bare-footed  Friar  stands  behind  him,  and  shakes 
A  flaffeUum,  whose  lashes  appear  to  be  snakes ; 
While  more  terrible  still,  the  astounded  beholders 
PerceiTe  the  said  Friar  has  no  hcau  on  uib  shottldbbji. 

But  is  holding  his  pate 

In  his  left  hand,  out  straight. 
As  if  by  a  closer  inspection  to  find 
Where  to  get  the  best  cut  at  his  victim  behind. 
With  the  aid  of  a  small  "bull's-eye  lant-em," — as  placed 
By  our  own  New  Police,  — in  a  belt  round  his  waist 

All  gaxe  with  surprise. 

Scarce  believing  their  eyes. 
When  tlie  Knight  makes  a  start  like  a  race-horse,  and  flies 
Prom  his  headless  tormentor,  repeating  his  cries, — 
In  vain, —  for  the  Friar  to  his  skirts  closely  sticks, 
"Running  after  him," — so  said  the  Abbot, — "like  Bricks  I" 
Thrice  three  times  did  the  Phantom  Knight 
Course  round  the  Abbey  as  best  he  might, 
Be-thwack'd  and  be-smacked  by  the  headless  Sprite, 
While  his  shrieks  bO  piercing  made  all  hearts  thrill, — 
Then  a  whoop  and  a  halloo, —  and  all  was  still  I 
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Ingoldsby  Abbey  has  passed  away, 

And  at  this  time  of  day 

One  can  hardly  survey 
Any  traces  or  ti*ack,  save  a  few  rains,  grey 
With  age,  and  fast  mouldering  into  decay, 
Of  the  structure  once  built  by  Sir  Ingoldsby  Bray; 
But  still  there  are  many  folks  living  who  say 
That  on  every  Candlemas  Eve,  the  Knight, 

Accoutred  and  dight 
.    In  his  armour  bright, 
With  his  thick  black  beard, — and  the  clerical  Sprite, 
With  his  head  in  his  hand,  and  his  lantern  alight, 
Run  round  the  f^pot  where  the  old  Abbey  stood, 
And  are  seen  in  the  neighbouring  glebe-land  and  wovd ; 
More  especially  still,  if  it  *g  stormy  and  windy. 
You  may  hear  ihem  for  miles  kicking  up  their  wild  shlndj 

And  that  once  in  a  gale 

Of  wind,  sleet,  and  hail. 
They  frightened  the  horses,  and  upset  the  malL 

What 't  is  breaks  the  rest 

Of  these  souls  unblcst 
Would  now  be  a  thing  rather  hard  to  be  guessM, 
Though  some  say  the  Squire,  on  his  death-bed,  confess'd 

That  on  Ascalon  plain. 

When  the  bones  of  the  slain 
Were  collected  that  day,  and  packed  up  in  a  cheet 

Caulk'd  and  made  water-tight, 

•By  command  of  the  Knight, 
Though  the  legs  and  the  arms  they'd  got  all  pretty  rightt 
And  the  body  itself  in  a  decentish  plight, 
Tet  the  Friar's  Pericranium  was  nowhere  in  sight ; 
So,  to  save  themselves  trouble,  they'd  pick'd  up  inHtead, 
And  popp'd  on  the  shoulders,  a  Saracen's  Head ! 
Thuf  the  Knight  in  the  terms  of  his  penance  had  fail'd. 
And  the  Po|  e's  absolution,  of  ooorae.  nou|:ht  aTail'd. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


102  ▲   LEGEND   OF   PALESn^TB. 

Now  thongh  this  might  be, 

It  don't  seem  to  agree 
With  one  thing  which,  I  own,  is  a  poser  to  me, — 
I  mean,  as  the  miracles  wrought  at  the  shrine 
Containing  the  bones  brought  from  far  Palestine 
Were  bo  great  and  notorious,  ^tis  hanl  to  combine 
Thiofact  with  the  re&jon  tbese  people  assign. 
Or  suppose  that  the  head  of  the  niurderd  Divine 
Could  be  aught  but  what  Yankees  would  call  "genu-wM,* 
'Tis  a  very  nice  question — but  be 't  as  it  may, 
The  Ghost  of  Sir  Ingoldsby  (ei-devant  Bray), 
It  is  boldly  affirm'd,  by  the  folks  great  and  small 
About  Milton,  and  Chalk,  and  around  Cobham  Hall, 
Still  on  Candlemas-day  haunts  the  old  ruin'd  wall. 
And  that  many  have  seen  him,  and  more  heard  him  squalL 
So,  I  think,  when  the  facts  of  the  case  you  recall. 
My  inference,  reader,  you  *ll  fairly  forestall, 

Viz. :  that,  spite  of  the  hope 

Held  out  by  the  Pope, 
Bit  Ingoldsby  Bi-ay  was  d d  after  all! 

Moral. 

Foot-pages,  and  Servants  of  ev'ry  degree, 

In  livery  or  out  of  it,  listen  to  me  I 

See  what  comes  of  lying!  —  don't  join  in  a  league 

To  humbug  your  master,  or  aid  an  intrigue ! 

Ladies! — married  and  single,  from  this  understand 

How  foolish  it  is  to  send  letters  by  hand! 

Don't  stand  for  the  sake  of  a  penny,  —  but  when  you 

've  a  biiht  to  send 

To  a  lover  or  friend. 
Put  it  into  the  post,  and  don't  cheat  the  revenue  1 
Reverend  gentlemen !  —  you  vho  are  given  to  roam, 
Don't  keep  up  a  soft  correspondence  at  home  I 
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Bvt  while  joa  're  abroad  lead  respectable  liyes ; 
LoTo  your  neighbours,  and  welcome, — but  don't  love  thai 

wives ! 
And,  as  bricklayers  cry  from  the  tiles  and  the  leads 
When  they're  ahoTelling  the  snow  off,  *'Take  cabe  of  tove 

HEADS  !" 

Knights !  -^  whose  hearts  are  so  stoats  and  whose  arms  ore  so 

strong, 
Learn,  — to  twist  a  wife's  neck  is  decidedly  wrong! 
If  your  servants  offend  you,  or  give  themselves  airs, 
Kebuke  them — but  mildly — don't  kick  them  down  stairs! 
To  "  Poor  Richard's"  homely  old  proverb  attend, 
'*  If  you  want  matters  well  managed,  Oo! — if  not,  Send  I** 
A  servant's  too  often  a  negligent  elf; 
— If  it's  business  of  consequence,.  Do  it  TOUBSSLrl 

The  state  of  society  seldom  requires 

People  now  to  bring  home  with  them  unburied  FriarB» 

But  they  sometimes  do  bring  home  an  inmate  for  life ; 

Now — don't  do  that  by  proxy !  — but  choose  your  own  wife  J 

For  think  how  annoying  'twould  be,  when  you're  wed, 

To  find  in  your  bed. 

On  the  pillow,  iuhtead 
Of  the  sweet  face  you  look  for — A  Saxacex'b  Head! 
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f 

Alas,  for  Ingoldsby  Abbey! — Alas  that  ona  should 
have  to  say 

Pottrunt  etiuD  RaiiUBl 
Its  Tarj  Ruias  now  ar«  tiny  I 

There  is  a  something  in  the  very  sight  of  an  old 
Abbey  —  family  associations  apart  —  as  Osstan  says  (or 
Mac  Pherson  for  him),  <<  pleasing  yet  mournful  to  the 
soal !"  nor  could  I  ever  yet  gaze  on  the  roofless  walls  and 
ivy-clad  towers  of  one  of  these  venerable  monuments  of 
the  piety  of  bygone  days  without  something  very  like  an 
unbidden  tear  rising  to  dim  the  prospect.  Something 
of  this,  I  think,  I  have  already  hinted  in  recording  our 
pic-nic  with  the  Seaforths  at  Bolsover.  Since  then  I 
have  paid  a  visit  to  the  beautiful  remains  of  what  once 
was  Netley,  and  never  experienced  the  sensation  to  which 
I  have  alluded  in  a  stronger  degree  —  if  its  character 
was  somewhat  changed  before  we  parted  —  it  is  not  my 
fault  Still,  be  the  drawbacks  what  they  may,  I  bhall 
ever  mark  with  a  white  stone  the  day  on  which  I  for  <^e 
first  time  beheld  the  time-worn  cloisters  of 
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I  SAW  thee,  Netley,  as  the  Bun 
Across  the  western  ware 

Was  sinking  slow. 

And  a  golden  glow 
To  thy  roofless  towers  he  gare; 

And  the  iry  sheen, 

l¥ith  its  mantle  of  green. 
That  wrapt  thy  walls  around. 

Shone  lovelily  bright 

In  that  glorious  light, 
And  I  felt  'twas  holy  ground. 

Then  1  thought  of  the  ancient  time— 
The  days  of  thy  Monks  of  old, — 
Wlien  to  Matin,  and  Vesper,  and  Compline  chime, 
The  loud  Hosanna  roird, 
And^  thy  courts  and  ** long-drawn  aisles"  among; 
Swelled  the  full  tide  of  sacred  song. 

And  then  a  Tision  pass'd 

Across  my  montal  eye;* 
And  silver  shrines,  and  shaven  crowns. 
And  delicate  Ladies,  in  bombaxeen  gowns. 

And  long  white  rrils,  went  by; 
Stiff,  and  staid,  and  solemn,  and  sad,— 
^-Bat  one,  methought,  wink*d  at  the  Oardener-ladI 

*  In  mj  mind's  qr«,  Horatio '  —  Hamui. 

(109J 
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Then  came  the  Abbot,  with  mitre  and  ring, 
And  pastoral  staff,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
And  a  Monk  with  a  book,  and  a  Monk  with  a  bell, 

And  "  dear  little  souls," 

In  clean  linen  stoles, 
Swinging  their  censers,  and  making  a  smelL— 
And  see  where  the  Choir-master  walks  in  the  rear. 

With  front  serere. 

And  brow  austere, 
Now  and  then  pinching  a  little  boy's  ear 
When  he  chaunts  the  respondes  too  late,  or  too  boob. 
Or  his  Do,  R  e,  ift,  Fa,  Sol,  La '«  not  quite  in  tune. 

(Then  you  know, 

They'd  a  "moveable  Do," 
Not  a  fix'd  one  as  now — and  of  course  never  knew 
How  to  set  up  a  musical  Hullah-baloo,) 
It  was,  in  sooth,  a  comely  sight. 
And  I  welcomed  the  vision  with  pure  delight 

But  then  "a  change  came  o'er** 

My  spirit  —  a  change  of  fear  — 
That  gorgeous  scene  I  beheld  no  more, 
But  deep  beneath  the  basement  floor 

A  dungeon  dark  and  drear  I 
And  there  was  an  ugly  hole  in  the  wall — 
For  an  oven  too  big, —  for  a  cellar  too  small ! 

And  mortar  and  bricks 

All  ready  to  fix. 
And  I  said,  **  Here's  a  Nun  has  been  playing  some  triok9!-< 

That  horrible  hole !  — it  seems  to  say, 
*  I  'm  a  grove  that  gapes  for  a  living  prey  I* " 
And  my  heart  grew  sick,  and  my  brow  grew  sad— 
And  I  thought  of  that  wink  at  the  Gardener-lad. 
Ah  me !  ah  me !  —  'tis  sad  to  think 
That  Maiden's  eye,  which  was  made  to  wink, 
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Should  here  be  compeird  to  gro-w  blear,  and  blink, 
Or  be  closed  for  aye 
In  this  kind  of  way, 
Shut  out  for  ever  from  wholesome  day, 
Wall'd  up  in  a  hole  with  never  a  chink. 
No  light, — no  air,  —  no  victuals, — no  drink  t— 
And  that  Maiden's  lip, 
Which  was  made  to  sip, 
Should  here  grow  withered  and  dry  as  a  chip  I 
—  That  wandering  glance  and  furtive  kiss, 
Exceedingly  naughty,  and  wrong,  I  wis. 
Should  yet  be  con^idcr'd  so  much  amisa 
As  to  call  for  a  sentence  severe  as  this!— > 
And  I  said  to  myself,  as  I  heard  with  a  ugh, 
The  poor  lone  victim's  stifled  cry,* 
"Well,  I  can't  understand 
IIow  any  man's  hand 
Could  wall  up  that  hole  in  a  Christian  land  I 
Why,  a  Mussulman  Turk 
Would  recoil  from  the  work. 
And  though,  when  his  Ladies  run  after  the  fellows,  he 
Stands  not  on  trifles,  if  madden'd  by  jealousy, 
Its  objects,  I  'm  sure,  would  declare,  could  they  speak. 
In  their  Georgian,  Circassian,  or  Turkish,  or  Greek, 
*  When  all 's  said  and  done,  far  better  it  was  for  us. 
Tied  back  to  back. 
And  sewn  up  in  a  sack. 
To  be  pitch'd  neck-and-heels  from  a  boat  in  the  Bosphomst' 
—  Ohl  a  Saint  'twould  vex 
To  think  that  the  sex 
Should  be  treated  no  better  than  Combe's  double  X I 

*  About  the  middle  of  the  laiit  centary  ■  hnman  ikeleton  wm  dtseovered 
in  R  reeesn  in  the  wall  unong  the  rnlnf  of  Netley.  Chi  ezaminBtlon  th# 
booM  were  pronoanced  to  be  thorn  of  m  female.  Teste  Jamea  Harriaon,  m 
jroathfol  but  tntelligrat  cabdriver  of  Southampton,  who  **  well  ramemben 
to  have  beard  hla  grandmother  nj  that  *  Somebody  told  bar  m.'  ** 
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8are  some  one  might  run  to  the  Abbess,  and  te  J  her 
A  mach  better  method  of  stocking  her  ceUar." 

If  ever  on  polluted  walls 

Heaven's  rod  right  arm  in  rengeanoe  falls,-*- 

If  e'er  its  justice  wraps  in  flame 

The  black  abodes  of  sin  and  shame, 

That  justice,  in  its  own  good  time, 

Shnll  visit  for  so  foul  a  crime, 

Ope  desolation's  floodgate  wide. 

And  blast  thee,  Netley,  in  thy  pride! 

Lo  where  it  comes! — the  tempest  lours, — 

It  bursts  on  thy  devoted  towers ; 

Ruthless  Tudor's  bloated  form 

Rides  on  the  blast,  and  guides  the  storm; 

I  hear  the  sacrilegious  cry, 

"Down  with  the  nests,  ond  the  rooks  will  fly  I" 

Down!  down  they  come — a  fearful  fall — 
Arch,  and  pillar,  and  roof-tree,  and  all, 
Stained  pane,  and  sculptured  stone. 
There  they  lie  on  the  greensward  strown  — 
Mouldering  walls  remain  alone  I 

Shaven  crown, 

Bombazeen  gown, 
Mitre,  and  Crozier,  and  all  are  tfown  f 

And  yet,  fair  Netley,  as  I  gaze 

Upon  that  grey  and  mouldering  wall, 
The  glories  of  thy  palmy  days 

Its  very  stones  recall  I  — 
They  "  come  like  shadows,  so  depart"— 
I  see  thee  as  thou  wert —  and  art- 
Sublime  in  mint — grand  in  woe! 
Lone  refuge  of  the  owl  and  but* 
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No  Toice  airalces  thine  eehoes  now  I 

No  sound — Good  Gracious  I — what  was  that  t 
Was  it  the  uioan. 
The  pnrting  groan 
Embedded  in  mortar,  and  bricks,  and  stone  ?-^ 
Full  and  clear 
On  my  listening  ear 
It  comes — again — near,  and  more  near— 
Why  'zooks!  it's  the  popping  of  Ginger  Beer  I 
— I  rush  to  the  door — 
I  tread  the  floor, 
By  Abbots  and  Abbesses  trodden  before. 
In  the  good  old  chiyalric  days  of  yore. 
And  what  see  I  there? — 
In  a  rush-bottom'd  chair 
A  hag,  surrounded  by  crockery-ware. 
Vending,  in  cups,  to  the  credulous  throng 
A  nasty  decoction  miscoll'd  Souchong, — 
And  a  squeaking  fiddle  and  "  wry-necked  fife" 
Are  screeching  away,  for  the  life !  — for  the  life  t  — 
Danced  to  by  "All  the  World  and  his  wife." 
Tag,  Rag,  and  Bobtail,  are  capering  there, 
Worse  scene,  I  ween,  than  Bartlemy  Fair!— 
Two  or  three  Cliimney-sweeps,  two  or  three  Clowns* 
Playing  at  "pitch  and  toss,"  sport  their  "Browns," 
Two  or  three  damsels,  frank  and  free, 
Are  ogling,  and  smiling,  and  sipping  Bohea. 
Parties  below,  and  parties  abore, 
Some  making  tea,  and  some  making  lore. 
Then  the  "toot— toot— toot" 
Of  that  Tile  demi-flute, — 
The  detestable  din 
Of  that  cracked  yiolin, 
\Dd  the  odours  of  "  Stout,"  and  tobacco,  and  gint 
*  —Dear  me !"  I  exclaim'd,  "  wh'\t  a  place  to  be  in f ' 
10 
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And  I  sn id  to  the  person  who  drore  my  "ahiy,* 

(A  Tcry  intelligent  man,  by  the  way,) 

*'Thi8,  all  things  considered,  is  rather  too  gay! 

It  don't  suit  my  humour, —  so  tiike  me  away  1 

Dancing!  and  drinking!  —  cigar  and  song ! 

If  not  profanation,  it's  *  coming  it  strong,' 

And  I  really  consider  it  all  very  wrong. — 

—  I'ray,  to  whom  does  this  property  now  belong  ?* 

—  He  paused,  and  said. 

Scratching  his  head, 
•♦  >VLy  I  really  do  think  he  *s  a  little  to  blame. 
But  I  can't  say  I  knows  the  Gentleman's  name !" 

«i  Well— well!"  quoth  I, 

As  I  heaved  a  bigh, 
And  a  tear-drop  fell  from  my  twinkling  eye, 
"  My  vastly  good  man,  as  I  scarcely  doubt 
That  some  day  or  other  you  '11  find  it  out, 

Should  he  come  in  your  way, 

Or  ride  in  your  'shay,* 

(As  perhaps  he  may,) 

Be  so  good  as  to  say 
That  a  Visitor,  whom  you  drove  over  one  day, 
Was  exceedingly  angry,  and  very  much  scandaliied, 
Finding  these  beautiful  rains  so  Vandalized, 
And  thus  of  their  owner  to  speak  began. 

As  he  order'd  you  home  in  haste, 
'  No  DOUBT  HE 'S  A  veut  bbspectablb  mak, 
But — leanU  say  much  for  hit  iaaU.*"* 

*  Adieu,  MooDleur  Gil  Blaa ;  Je  toqs  louhaite  tonlos  tortcfl  d»  pro«p6rit», 
•TM  UD  peu  ploa  de  goutl  —  GU  UUu, 
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My  very  excellent  brother-in-law,  Seafortb,  late  of  the 
Bombay  Fencibles,  (lucky  dog  to  have  quitted  the  ser- 
vice before  this  shockiug  Affghan  business!)  seems  to 
have  been  even  more  forcibly  affected  on  the  evening 
when  he  so  narrowly  escaped  being  locked  in  at  West- 
niiiister  Abbey,  and  when — but  let  him  describe  his  own 
feelings,  as  he  haa  done,  indeed,  in  the  subjoined 

FRAGMENT. 


A  7XELI90  sad  came  o'er  me  as  I  trod  the  sacred  groond 
Where  Tudors  and  Plantagenets  were  lying  all  around : 
I  stepp*d  with  noiseless  foot,  as  though  the  sound  of  mortal  tread 
Might  burst  the  bands  of  the  dreamless  sleep  that  wraps  the 
mighty  dead  I 

The  slanting  my  of  the  evening  sun  shone  through  those 

cloisters  pale, 
With  fitful  light  on  regal  vest,  and  warrior's  sculptured  mail. 
As  from  the  stain'd  and  storied  pane  it  danced  with  quivering 

gleam, 
Each  cold  and  prostrate  form  below  scem*d  quickening  in  the 

beam. 

Now,  sinking  low,  no  more  was  heard  the  organ's  solemn  swell. 
And  faint  upon  the  listening  ear  the  Inst  Hosanna  fell : 
It  died—  and  not  a  breath  did  stir; — above  each  knightly  stall 
Vnmovd,  the  banner'd  blazonry  hung  waveless  as  a  pall. 

1  stocd  alone ! — a  living  thing  'midst  those  that  were  no  more — 
I  thought  on  ages  past  and  gone  —  the  glorious  deeds  of  yore— 
On  iMward's  sable  panoply,  on  Crescj  's  tented  plain. 
The  fatal  Eoses  twined  at  length — on  great  Eliza's  reign. 
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I  tlioigut  on  Naseby — Marston  Moor — on  Worc'8ter*9  "c 

ing  fight;" 
When  on  mine  ear  a  sound  there  fell — it  chill'd  me  with  affright 
And  thus  in  low,  unearthly  tones,  I  heard  a  voice  begin, 
** — This  here's  the  Cap  of  Glniral  Monk! — Sir!  please  put 

sunimut  in  1" 

Ccetera  deddtraniur. 


That  Seaforth's  nervous  system  was  powerfully  acted 
upon  on  this  occasion  I  can  well  believe.  The  circum- 
stance brings  to  my  recollection  a  fearful  adventure — or 
what  might  perhaps  have  proved  one — of  my  own  in 
early  life  while  grinding  Gerunds  at  Canterbury.  A 
sharp  touch  of  the  gout,  and  the  reputed  sanatory  quali- 
ties of  a  certain  spring  in  St.  Peter's  Street,  then  in 
much  repute,  had  induced  my  Uncle  to  take  ap  a  tem- 
porary abode  within  the  Cathedral  "  Precinct."  It  was 
on  one  of  those  temporary  visits  which  I  was  sometimes 
permitted  to  pay  on  half-holidays,  that,  in  self-defence,  I 
had  to  recount  the  following  true  narrative.  I  may  add. 
that  this  tradition  is  not  yet  worn  oat :  a  small  maimed 
figure  of  a  female  in  a  sitting  position,  and  holding  some- 
thing like  a  frying-pan  in  her  hand,  may  still  be  seen  on 
tho  covered  passage  which  crosses  the  Brick  Walk,  and 
adjoins  the  honse  belonging  to  the  sixth  prebendal  stall. 
. — There  are  those,  whom  I  know,  who  would,  even  yet, 
hesitate  at  threading  the  dark  entry  on  a  Friday — *'not*' 
of  course  "  that  they  believe  one  word  about" 

< 
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THE  KING'S  SCHOLAR'S  STORY. 

**Froin  the  *  Brick  wfttk '  branches  off  to  the  right  «  long  narrow  rauIVvI 
PiUMMge,  paved  with  flagritonea,  vulgarly  known  bj  the  name  of  tb<)  *  Dark 
Entry.'  Ita  eaatern  extremity  oommanicates  with  the  cloistera,  crypt,  and 
by  a  private  8tair*eaM,  with  the  interior  of  the  Cathedral.  On  the  weet  it 
opens  into  the  'Green-court,'  forming  a  oomniunication  between  it  and  the 
portion  of  the  *  Precinct '  called  the  *  Oaks.'  "—A  Walk  round  CunUrbwjft  lo. 

Scene  — A  back  parloar  in  Mr.  John  Ingoldsby'a  house  In  the  Precinct.— 
A  biasing  fire. — Mioe  Uncle  is  seated  in  a  high-bncked  easy-cliair,  twirling  his 
tbumbfs  and  contemplating  bis  list-shoe.— Little  Tom,  the  "  King's  Scliolar," 
on  a  stool  opposite.—  Mrs  John  lugoldsby  at  the  table,  busily  employed  In 
manufacturi  og  a  cabbage-rose  (cauliflower  \)  in  many-coloured  worsteds.— 
Mine  Uncle's  meditations  are  interrupted  by  the  French-clock  on  the  mantat* 
piece.  —  lie  prologlzeth  with  vivacity. 

Habk  !  listen  Mrs.  Ingoldsby, — the  clock  is  striking  nine ! 
Qive  Master  Tom  another  cake»  and  half  a  glass  of  wine. 
And  ring  the  bell  for  Jenny  Smith,  and  bid  her  bring  his  coat. 
And  a  warm  bandana  hankerchief  to  tie  about  his  throat. 

**And  bid  thoni  go  the  nearest  way,  for  Mr.  Birch  has  said 
That  nine  o'clock  's  the  hour  he  '11  have  his  boarders  all  in  bed ; 
And  well  we  know  when  little  boys  their  coming  home  delay, 
They  often  seem  to  walk  and  sit  uneasily  next  day !  " 

** — ^Now,  nay,  dear  Uncle  Ingoldsby,  now  send  me  not,  I  pray. 
Back  by  that  Entry  dairk,  for  that  you  know's  the  ncnre-t  way; 
I  rlread  that  Entry  dark,  with  Jane  alone  at  such  an  hour. 
It  fears  me  quite  —  it's  Friday  night!  —  and  th<ui  Nell  Co^^h 
bathpow'r."* 
10»  (113) 
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«*Aud,  who's  Nell  Cook,  thou  silly  child?— and  what's   Nell 

Cook  to  thee  ? 
That  thou  shouldst  dread  at  night  to  tread  with  Jane  that  dark 

enti-^e  ?" 
— "  Nay,  list  and  hear,  mine  (Jncle  dear !  such  fearsome  tliLags 

they  tell 
Of  Nelly  Cook,  that  few  may  brook  at  night  to  meet  with  NcU  !** 

<'lt  was  in  bluff  King  Harry's  days, — and  Monks  and  Frian 

were  then, 
Ton  know,  dear  Uncle  Ingoldsby,  a  sort  of  Clergymen. 
They'd  coarse  stuff  gowns,  and  shaven  crowns, — no  shirts, — and 

no  cravats ; 
And  a  cord  was  placed  about  their  waist — they  had  no  shovel  hatr. ! 

"  It  was  in  bluff  King  Harry's  days,  while  yet  he  went  to  phrift, 
And  long  before  he  stamp'd  and  swore,  and  cut  the  Pope  adrift; 
There  lived  a  portly  Canon  then,  a  sage  and  learned  clerk  ; 
He  had,  I  trow,  a  goodly  house,  fast  by  that  Entry  dark  ! 

"The  Canon  was  a  portly  man — of  Latin  and  of  Greek, 
And  learned  lore,  he  had  good  store, — ^yet  health  was  ou  liis  dicel 
The  Priory  fare  was  scant  and  spare,  the  bread  was  made  of  ry^ 
The  beer  was  weak,  yet  he  was  sleek — he  had  a  merry  eye. 

"For  though  within  the  Priory  the  fare  was  scant  and  thin. 
The  Canon's  house  it  stood  without; — he  kept  good  clieer  within ; 
Unto  the  best  he  prest  each  guest  with  free  and  jovial  look. 
And  Ellen  Bean  ruled  his  euinne.  —  He  called  her  *  Nelly  Cook.' 

"For  soups,  and  stews,  and  choice  ragouts^  Nell  Cook  was 

famous  still; 
She'd  make  them  even  of  old  shoes,  she  had  such  wond'rons 

skill: 
Her  manchets  fine  were  quite  divine,  her  cakes  were  nicely 

brown'd. 
Her  boil'd  and  ronst,  they  were  the  boast  of  oil  the  *1^recino>* 

round; 
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'*  And  NeUj  was  a  comely  lass,  but  calm  and  staid  her  air, 
And  earthward  bent  her  modest  look — ^yet  was  she  passing  fair; 
And  though  her  gown  was  russet  brown,  their  heads  grave 

people  shook ; 
—  They  all  agreed  no  Clerk  had  need  of  such  a  pretty  cook. 

"One  day,  'twas  on  a  Whitaun-Eye — there  came  a  coach  and 

four;— 
It  pass'd  the  *  Green-Court*  gate,  and  stopped  before  the  Canon** 

door; 
The  travel-stain  on  wheel  and  rein  bespoke  a  weary  way, — 
Each  panting  steed  relax'd  its  speed — out  stept  a  J«ady  gay. 

"*Now,  welcome!  welcome!  dearest  Niece,' — the  Canon  ther 

did  cry. 
And  to  his  breast  the  Lady  prcst — ho  had  a  merrj-  eye,— 
•Now,  welcome!   welcome!   dearest  Niece!   in  sooth,  thonV 

welcome  here, 
'Tis  many  a  day  since  we  have  met — how  fares  my  Brothei 

dear  T— 

*  *  Now,  thanks,  my  loving  Uncle,'  that  Lady  gay  replied : 
•Gramercy  for  thy  benisoni'  — then  *Out,  alas!'  she  s'.gh'd; 
'  My  father  dear  he  is  not  near ;  he  seeks  the  Spanish  Main ; 
He  prays  thee  give  me  shelter  here  till  he  return  again !' — 

"*Now,  welcome!    welcome;    dearest  Niece;    come  lay  thy 

manUe  by!' 
The  Canon  kiss'd  her  ruby  Up — he  hod  a  merry  eye,-  - 
But  Nelly  Cook  askew  did  look,  —  it  came  into  her  mind 
They  were  a  little  less  than  *  kin,'  and  rather  more  thn»  *  kind.' 

"  Three  weeks  are  gone  and  over — full  three  week?  nnr?  a  day. 
Vet  still  within  the  Canon's  house  doth  dwell  that  Lady  gay ; 
On  capons  fine  chey  daily  dine,  rich  cates  and  sauces  rare, 
And  they  quaff  good  store  of  Bordeaux  wine, —  so  dnint:y  M 
their  fare 
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"And  fine  upon  the  Tirginals  is  that  gay  Lady's  toach« 
And  sweet  her  roice  unto  the  lute,  you  *11  scarce  hear  any  puch . 
But  is  it  <  O  sanelisHma  /'  she  sings  in  dulcet  tone  ? 
Or  *Anffels  ever  br  iff  hi  and  fair  V — ^Ah,  no  I — it's  *  Bobbing  JoanJ^ 
«  «  «  *  « 

** The  Canon's  house  is  lofty  and  spacious  to  the  view; 
The  Canon's  cell  is  order'd  well — yet  Nelly  looks  askew; 
The  Lady's  bower  is  in  the  tower, — ^yet  Nelly  shakes  her  head-* 
8he  hides  the  poker  and  the  tongs  in  that  gay  Lady's  bed ! 
«  «  »  «  « 

"  Six  weeks  were  gone  and  over — full  six  weeks  and  a  day. 
Yet  in  that  bed  the  poker  and  the  tonga  unheeded  lay ! 
From  which,  I  fear,  it 's  pretty  clear  that  Lady  rest  had  none ; 
Or,  if  she  slept  in  any  bed  —  it  was  not  in  her  own. 

*♦  But  where  that  Lady  pass'd  her  nights,  I  may  not  well  divine. 
Perhaps  in  pious  oraisons  at  good  St  Thomas'  Shrine, 
And  for  her  father  far  away  breathed  tender  vows  and  true — 
It  may  be  so — I  cannot  say — but  Nelly  look'd  askew. 

**And  still  at  night,  by  fair  moonlight,  when  all  were  lock'd  in 

sleep, 
She'd  listen  at  the  Canon's  door, — she  'd through  the  keyhole 

peep  — 
I  know  not  what  she  heard  or  saw,  but  fury  fill'd  her  eve — 
—She  bought  some  nasty  Doctor's-stuff,  and  she  put  it  in  a  pie ! 
»  «  «  «  « 

"It  was  a  glorious  summer's-eve — with  beams  of  ro.7y  red 
The  Sun  went  down  —  all  Nature  smiled —  but  Nelly  shook  her 

head! 
Full  softly  to  the  balmy  breeze  rang  out  the  Vesper  bell — 
..Upon  the  Canon's  startled  ear  it  sounded  like  a  knell  f 

"*Now  here's  to  thee,  mine  Uncle!  a  health  I  di-ink  to  thee! 
Now  pledge  me  back  in  Sherris  sack,  or  a  cup  of  Mahoisiel*— 
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The  Canon  iiigbM  —  bat,  rouBing,  cried,  •  I  answer  to  thy  call 
And  a  Wardou-pic  *s  a  dainty  dUli  to  mortify  withal !' 

**Ti8  early  dawn  —  tho  matin  chime  rings  out  for  moniing 

pray'r— 
And  Prior  and  Friar  is  in  his  stall — the  Canon  is  not  thei-e ! 
Nor  in  tho  small  RefeotTy  hall,  nor  cloistered  walk  is  he — 
All  wonder — and  the  Sacristan  says,  <  Lauk-a-daisy -me  1' 
**  They  We  searched  the  aisles  and  Baptistry — they've  searched 

aboTO — around — 
The  'Sermon  House* — the  'Audit  Boom' — the  Canon  is  not 

found. 
They  only  find  that  pretty  Cook  concocting  a  ragout. 
They  ask  her  where  her  master  is — but  Nelly  looks  askew. 

**They  call  for  crow-bars — 'Jemmies*  is  the  modem  namr 

they  bear — 
They  burst  through  lock,  and  bolt,  and  bar — but  what  a  sigK*: 

is  there  I  — 
The  Cftnon's  head  lies  on  the  bed — his  Niece  lies  on  the  floor  i 
—  They  are  as  dead  as  any  nail  that  is  in  any  door ! 

"  The  liTid  spot  is  on  his  breast,  the  spot  is  on  his  back ! 
His*  po2*t]y  form,  no  longer  warm  with  life,  is  swoln  and  black  !— 
The  livid  spot  is  on  her  cheek, — it's  on  her  neck  of  snow, 
And  the  prior  sighs,  and  sadly  cries,  'Well — here's  a  pretty 
Go!' 


•*  All  at  the  silent  hour  of  night  a  bell  is  heard  to  toll, 

A  knell  is  rung,  a  rtquiem  's  sung  as  for  a  sinful  soul. 

And  there's  a  grave  within  the  Nave;  it's  dark,  and  deep,  and 

wide, 
And  they  bury  there  a  Lady  fair,  and  a  Cauon  by  her  side  I 

*<Ab  Uncle — so  'tis  whisper'd  now  throughout  the  lacrod 
fane, — 
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Ajid  a  Niece  —  -whose   father's  far  away  upon   the   S|»ntii8l: 

Main  — 
The  Sacristan,  he  says  no  word  that  indicates  a  doubt, 
But  he  puts  his  thumb  unto  hia  nose,  and  he  spreads  his  fingers 

out! 

*•  And  where  doth  tarry  NeBy  Cook,  that  staid  and  comely  lass  * 
Ay,  where? — for  nc*er  from  forth  that  door  was  Nelly  kijowu 

to  pass. 
Her  coif  and  gown  of  rug-set  brown  were  lost  unto  the  view, 
And  if  you  meution'd  Nelly's  name,  the  Monks  all  look'd  askew! 


*•  There  is  a  heavy  paving-stone  fast  by  the  Canon's  Joor, 
Of  granite  grey,  and  it  may  weigh  some  half  a  t^n  or  more. 
And  it  is  laid  deep  in  the  shade  within  that  Entry  dark. 
Where  sun  or  moon-beam  never  play'd,  or  e'en  one  stingy  spark. 

**  That  heavy  granite  stone  was  moved  that  night,  'twas  darkly 

said. 
And  the  mortar  round  its  sides  next  mom  seem'd  fresh  ani> 

newly  laid ; 
But  what  within  the  narrow  vault  beneath  that  stone  doth  lie, 
Or  if  that  there  be  vault,  or  no  —  I  cannot  tell  —  not  I ! 

"  But  I've  been  told  that  moan  and  groan,  and  fearful  wail  and 

shriek 
Came  from  beneath  that  paving-stone  for  nearly  half  a  week  — 
For  three  long  days  and  three  long  nights  came  forth  those 

sounds  of  fear ; 
Then  all  was  o'er — they  never  more  fell  on  tJie  listening  ear. 


A  hundred  years  were  gone  and  past  since  last  Nell  Cook  was 

seen, 
When  worn  by  use,  xhat  stone  got  loose,  and  they  went  ani 

told  the  bean. — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


NELL  COOK.  119 

—  Says  the  Dean,  says  lie,  *  My  Masona  three !  now  haste  and 

fix  it  tight;' 
And  the  Masons  three  peep'd  down  to  see,  and  they  saw  a  fear- 
some sight. 

**  Beneath  that  heavy  paving-stone  a  shocking  hole  they  found — 
It  was  not  more  than  twelve  feet  deep,  and  barely  twelve  feet 

round ; 
— A  fleshless,  sapless  skeleton  lay  in  that  horrid  well ! 
But  who  the  deuce  'twas  put  it  there  those  Masons  could  not 

tell. 

"  And  near  this  fleshless  skeleton  a  pitcher  small  did  lie, 
And  a  mouldy  piece  of  *  kissing-crust,'  as  from  a  Warden-pio! 
And  Doctor  Jones  declared  the  bones  were  female  bones  nud 

*  Zooks ! 
I  should  not  be  surprised,'  said  he,  *■  if  these  were  Nelly  Cook*s!' 

**  It  was  in  good  Dean  Bargrave's  days,  if  I  remember  right, 

Those  fleshless  bones  beneath  the  stones  these  Miutons  braught 
to  Ught; 

And  you  may  well  in  the  'Dean's  Chapelle'  Dean  Bargrave'a 
portrait  view, 

•  Who  died  one  night,'  says  old  Tom  Wright,  •  in  sixteen  forty- 
two!' 

««And  so  two  hundred  years  have  pass'd  since  that  those 
Masons  three. 

With  curious  looks,  did  set  Nell  Cook's  unquiet  spirit  free : 

That  granite  stone  had  kept  her  down  till  then — so  some  sup- 
pose,— 

—  Some  spread   their  fingers  out,  and  put  their  thumb  unto 

their  nose. 

"But  one  thing's  clear — that  all  the  year,  on  every  Friday 

night. 
Throughout  that  Entry  dark  doth  roam  Nell   Cook's  unquiet 

Sprite: 
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On  Friday  was  that  Warden-pie  all  bj  that  Canon  tried; 
On  Friday  died  he,  and  that  tidy  Lady  by  his  aide  I 

'*  And  though  two  hundred  years  have  flown,  Nell  Cook  dotb 

still  pursue 
Her  weary  walk,  and  they  who  cros  her  path  the  deed  may  me 
}ler  fatal  breath  is  fell  as  death !  the  Simoom's  blast  is  not 
More  dire  —  (a  wind  in  Africa  that  blows  uncommon  hot). 

But  all  unlike  the  Simoom's  blast,  her  breath  is  deadly  cold, 
Delivering  quivering,  shivering  shocks  unto  both  young  and  old, 
And  whoso  in  that  entry  dark  doth  feel  that  fatal  breath. 
He  ever  dies  within  the  year  some  dire,  untimely  death ! 

**  No  matter  who — no  matter  what  condition,  age,  or  sex. 
But  some  <  get  shot,'  and  some  *  get  drown'd,'  and  some  *  get' 

broken  necks ; 
Some  *  get  run  over'  by  a  coach ;  —  and  one  beyond  the  seas 
*Got'  scraped  to  death  with  oyster-shells  among  the  Caribbees ; 

"Those  Masons  three,  who  set  her  free,  fell  first! — it  is  averr'd 
That  two  were  hang'd  on  Tyburn  tree  for  mui*d'ring  of  the  third : 
Charles  Story,*  too,  his  friend  who  slew,  had  ne*er,  if  truth  they 

tejl. 
Been  gibbeted  on  Chartam  Downs,  had  they  not  met  with  Nell  I 

"  Then  send  me  not,  mine  Uncle  dear,  oh !  send  me  not,  I  pray. 
Back  through  that  Entry  dark  to-night,  but  round  some  other 

way! 
[  will  not  be  a  truant  boy,  but  good,  and  mind  my  book. 
For  Heaven  forfend  that  ever  I  foregather  with  Nell  Cook  1" 


^  In  or  about  the  ye«r  1780,  a  worthy  of  this  name  eat  th«  throat  of  a 
joarnejman  paper-maker,  waa  executed  on  Oaten  llilK  and  afterwarda  hnnje 
«a  cbaiaa  near  the  aoene  of  hia  crime.  It  was  to  this  place,  aa  btrlng  the 
extreme  boundary  of  the  Citj'a  juriwJiction,  that  the  worthy  Mayor  with  ao 
much  nafveU  wiabed  to  earort  Arehhiahop  M***  on  one  of  hia  progreeaea, 
when  he  begged  to  have  the  honour  of "  attending  bis  Oraoe  a$  far  at  tm 
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The  ckss  was  call'd  at  morning  tide,  and  Master  Tom  was  there; 
He  look'd  askew,  and  did  eschew  both  stool,  and  bench,  and  ohairy 
He  did  not  talk,  he  did  not  walk,  the  tear  was  in  his  eye,  — 
He  had  not  e'en  that  sad  resource,  to  sit  him  down  and  ory. 

Hence  little  boys  may  learn,  when  they  from  school  go  oat  to 

dine, 
They  should  not  deal  in  rigmarole,  but  stiU  be  back  by  nine ; 
For  if  when  they  Ve  their  great-coat  on,  they  paose  before  they 

part 
To  teU  a  long  and  prosy  tale, — ^perchance  their  own  may  smart! 


Moral. 

— A  few  remarks  to  learned  Clerks  in  country  and  in  town — 
Don't  keep  a  pretty  serring-maid  thongh  clad  in  msset  brown !  — 
Don't  let  your  Niece  sing  *< Bobbing  Joan!" — don't  with  a 

merry  eye. 
Hob-nob  in  Sack  and  MaWoisie, — and  don't  eat  too  much  pie!  t 
And  oh !  beware  that  Entry  dark, —  especially  at  night, — 
And  don't  go  there  with  Jenny  Smith  all  by  the  pale  moonlight  I — 
So  bless  the  Queen  and  her  Royal  Weans, — and  the  Prince  whose 

hand  she  took, — 
And  bless  us  all,  both  great  and  small, —  and  keep  vb  from  Nell 

Cookt 


U 
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Kind,  good  hearted,  gouty  Uncle  John !  how  well  I 
remember  all  the  kiDdness  and  affection  which  my  mis- 
chievous propensities  so  ill  repaid  —  his  bright  blue  coat 
and  resplendent  gilt  buttons  —  his"  frosty  pow"  si  hien 
poudvl — his  little  quill-like  pigtail! — Of  all  my  praise- 
worthy actions — tbey  were  "  like  angel  visits,  few  and 
far  In-tween  '' — the  never-failing  and  munificent  reward- 
er ;  cf  my  naughty  deeds — they  were  multitudinous  as 
the  6&nds  on  the  sea-shore — the  ever-ready  palliator;  my 
intercessor,  and  sometimes  even  my  defender  against 
puuiEnment,  "  staying  harsh  justice  in  its  mid  career  I " 
— Po'^r  Uncle  John  !  he  will  ever  rank  among  the  dear* 
est  of  my 

NURSERY   REMINICENCES. 

I  BEMEMDEB,  I  remember, 

When  I  was  a  litilo  Boy, 
One  fine  morning  in  September 

Undo  brought  me  home  a  toy. 

I  remember  how  ho  patted 

Both  my  cheeks  in  kindliest  mood ; 

"Then."  said  he,  "you  little  Fat-head, 
There's  a  top  because  you're  good!** 

Qrandmamma — a  shrewd  observer - 

I  remember  gazed  upon 
My  new  top,  and  said  with  fervour, 

"Oh!  how  kind  of  Uncle  John!" 

While  mamma  my  form  caressing, — 

In  her  eye  the  tear-drop  stood, 
Read  me  this  fine  moral  lesson, 

"See  what  comes  of  being  goodi** 

«  «  *  « 
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I  remember,  I  remember. 

On  a  wet  and  windy  day, 
One  cold  morning  in  December, 

I  Btole  out  and  went  to  play; 

I  remember  Billy  Ilawkins 

Came,  and  with  his  pewter  squirt 
Squibb'd  my  pantaloons  and  stockings 

Till  they  were  all  over  dirt! 

To  my  mother  for  protection 

I  ran,  quaking  every  limb : 
—  She  exclaim'd,  with  fond  affection, 

"Gracious  Goodness!  look  at  him!**'^ 

Pa  cried,  when  he  saw  my  garment, 

— 'Twas  a  neifly-purchased  dress— 
"Oh!  you  nasty  little  Garment, 

How  came  you  in  such  a  mess?"~» 

Then  he  caught  aae  by  the  collar, 

—  Cruel  only  to  be  kind  — 
And  to  my  exceeding  dolour, 

Gave  me  —  several  slaps  behind. 

Grandmamma,  while  yet  I  smarted. 

As  she  saw  my  evil  plight. 
Said  —  Hwas  mther  stony-hearted  — 

"Little  rascal!  sarve  him  right!" 

I  remember,  I  remember. 

From  that  sad  and  solemn  day, 
Never  more  in  dark  December 

Did  I  venture  out  to  play. 

And  the  moral,  which  they  taught,  T 

"Well  remember;  thus  they  said  — 
'•Little  Boys,  when  they  are  n«uglity. 

Must  bo  whippM  and  seat  to  bed  I" 
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Poor  Unclk  John  ! 

**Aft«r  lif«'s  fitful  feYcr,  be  iil«epf  well," 

in  tbe  old  family  vault  in  Denton  chancel  —  and  detiy 
Aunt  Fanny  too  ! —  the  latter  also  "  loo'd  me  weel,"  as 
the  Scotch  song  has  it, —  and  since,  at  ihis  moment,  I 
%ni  in  a  most  soft  and  sentimental  humour  —  ( — whisky 
toddy  should  ever  be  made  by  pouring  the  boiling  fluid 
— hottrr  if  possible — upon  the  thinnest  lemon-peel, — ^and 
then — but  everybody  knows  "  what  then — ")  I  dedicate 
the  following  "  True  History  "  to  my  beloved 

AUNT    FANNY. 

A    LEGEND  OF   A   SHIRT. 

Virglnlbos,  Puerisque  canto.— Hob. 
Old  MalcU,  and  Bachelors  I  ehaunt  tol  —  T.  f. 

I  9 1  NO  of  a  Shirt  that  never  waa  new ! 

In  the  coarse  of  the  year  Eighteen  hundred  and  tirQ 

Aunt  Fanny  began, 

Upon  Qrandmamma's  plan, 
To  make  one  for  me,  then  her  **  dear  little  man."— 
—  At  the  epoch  I  speak  about,  I  was  between 

A  man  and  a  boy, 

A  hobble-de-hoy, 
A  fat,  little,  punchy  concern  of  sixteen,—- 

Just  beginning  to  flirt, 

And  ogle, — so  pert, 
I M  been  whipt  every  day  had  I  had  my  desert, 
->And  Aunt  Fan  ▼olunteer*d  to  make  me  a  shirt  I 
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I'Te  said  she  began  it, — 

Some  unlacky  planet 
No  doubt  interfered,  — for,  before  she,  and  Janet 
Completed  the  " catting-oat/'  '* hemming,"  and  "stitching,** 
A  tall  Irish  footman  appeared  in  the  kitchen ;— 

— This  took  off  the  maid, — 

And,  I  'm  sadly  afraid, 
My  respected  Aunt  Fanny's  attention,  too,  stray'd ; 
For,  about  the  same  period,  a  gay  son  of  Mars, 
Comet  Jones  of  the  Tenth  (then  the  Prince's)  Hussars, 

With  his  fine  dark  eyelashes. 

And  finer  moustaches, 
And  the  ostrich  plume  work'd  on  the  corps'  sabre-taches, 
(I  say  nought  of  the  go1d-nnd*red  cord  of  the  sashes. 
Or  the  boots  far  above  the  Guards  'rile  spatterdashes,)— 
So  eyed,  and  so  sigh'd,  and  so  lovingly  tried 
To  engage  her  whole  ear  as  he  lounged  by  her  side. 
Looking  down  on  the  rest  with  such  dignified  pride. 

That  she  made  up- her  mind 

She  should  certainly  find 
Comet  Jones  at  her  feet,  whisp'ring,  **  Fan,  be  my  bride!" 
—She  had  even  resohred  to  say  '*  Yes"  should  he  ask  it, 
— And  I — and  my  Shirt — were  both  left  in  the  basket 

To  her  g^ef  and  dismay 

She  discover'd  one  day 
Comet  Jones  of  the  Tenth  was  a  little  too  gay ; 
For,  besides  that  she  saw  him  —  he  could  not  say  nay— 
Wink  at  one  of  the  actresses  capering  away 
In  a  Spanish  bolero,  one  night  at  the  play, 
She  found  he  'd  already  a  wife  at  Cambray ; — 
One  at  Paris.  —  a  nymph  of  the  eorpt  de  balUt ; — 
And  a  third  down  in  Kent,  at  a  place  call'd  Foot's  Cray.— 

He  was  «*  viler  than  dirt  I"— 

Fanny  vow'd  to  exert 
AU  her  powers  to  forgot  him, — and  finish  my  Shirt« 
11» 
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Bat,  oil !  lack-a-day ! 

How  time  slips  away !  — 
Who  'd  haye  thought  that  while  Cupid  was  playing  these  triotai 
Ten  years  had  elapsed,  and — I'd  turn'd  twenty-six?  — 

<*I  care  not  a  whit, 

—  He's  not  grown  a  bit," 

Says  my  Aunt,  "  it  will  still  be  a  very  good  fit," 

So  Jaaet  and  She, 

Now  about  thirty-three, 
(The  maid  had  been  jilted  by  Mr.  Magee,) 
Each  taking  one  end  of  **  the  Shirt"  on  her  knee, 
Again  began  working  with  hearty  good  will, 
"  Felling  the  Seams,"  and  "  whipping  the  Frill,"— 
For,  twenty  years  since,  though  the  Raffle  had  vanish'd, 
X  Frill  like  a  fan  had  by  no  means  been  banish'd ; 
v'eople  wore  them  at  playhouses,  parties,  and  churches. 
Like  overgrown  fins  of  overgrown  perahes. — 

Now,  then,  by  these  two  thus  laying  their  caps 
Together,  my  "Shirt"  had  been  finish'd,  perhaps. 
Bat  for  one  of  those  queer  little  three-comer'd  straps. 
Which  the  ladies  call  ''  Side-bits,"  that  sever  the  "Flaps; ' 

—  Here  unlucky  Janet 
Took  her  needle,  and  ran  it 

Right  into  her  thumb,  and  cried  loudly,  "Ads  cuss  it! 
I  've  spoiVd  myself  now  by  that  'ere  nasty  Qusset !" 

For  a  month  to  come 

Poor  dear  Janet's  thumb 
Was  in  that  sort  of  state  vulgar  people  call  "  Ram." 

At  the  end  of  that  time, 

A  youth,  stall  in  his  prime. 
The  Doctor's  fat  Errand-boy, — just  such  a  dolt  as  is 
Kept  to  mix  draughts,  and  spread  plaisters  and  poultices. 
Who  a  bread-cataplasm  each  morning  had  carried  her, 
Sigh'd, — ogled, — ^proposed, — was  accepted, — and  marri««1  her  ! 
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Much  did  Annt  Fan 

Disapprove  of  the  pbm; 
She  turn'd  up  her  doar  little  snub  at  '*  thf  llan.** 

She  '*  could  not  believe  it" — 

"  Could  scarcely  conceive  it 
Was  possible — What  1  such  a  place ! — and  then  leave  it ' 
And  all  for  a  *  Shrimp'  not  as  high  as  my  hat — 
A  little  contemptible  *  Shaver'  like  that ! ! 
With  a  brood  pancake  face,  and  eyes  buried  in  fatl" 

—  For  her  part,  <<  She  was  sure 
She  could  never  endure 

A  lad  with  a  Irsp,  and  a  leg  like  a  skewer. — 

Such  a  name  too ;  —  ('twas  Pc-lts !) — and  so  nasty  a  trade  I 

No,  no, —  she  would  much  rather  die  an  old  maid!  — 

He  a  husband,  indeed! — Well — mine,  come  what  may  corner 

Shan't  look  like  a  blister,  or  smell  of  Quaiacum !" 

But  there! 

She'd  "declare. 
It  was  Janet's  affair  — 

—  Chacun  d  3on  goUt^ 

As  she  baked  she  might  brew — 
She  could  not  prevent  her — 'twas  no  use  in  trying  it — 
Oh,  no  —  she  had  made  her  own  bed,  and  might  lie  in  it 
They  *  repent  at  leisure  who  marry  at  random.' 
No  matter —  Dt  guttibus  non  disputaudum  !" 
Consoling  herself  with  this  choice  bit  of  Latin, 
Knni  Fanny  resignedly  bought  some  white  satin. 

And,  as  the  Soubrctte 

Was  a  very  great  pet 
After  all, — she  resolved  to  forgive  and  forget, 
And  sat  down  to  make  her  a  bridal  rosette. 
With  magnificent  bits  of  some  white-looking  roetal 
Stuck  in,  here  and  there,  each  forming  a  petal. — 
— On  such  nn  occasion  one  couldn't  feel  hurt, 
Of  course,  that  she  ceaned  to  remember  —  my  Shirt  i 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


128  A    LEGEND  OF  ▲  SHIKT. 

Ten  yeftrg, — or  nigh« 

Had  again  gone  by, 
When,  Fan,  accidentally  casting  her  eye 
On  a  dirty  old  work-basket,  hung  up  on  high 
In  the  store-closet  where  herbs  were  put  by  to  dry. 
Took  it  down  to  explore  it — she  didn't  know  why. — 

Within,  a  pea-soup  colour'd  fragment  she  spied, 

Of  the  hue  of  a  November  fog  in  Chenpside, 

Or  a  bad  piece  of  gingerbread  spoilt  in  the  baking. 

— I  still  hear  her  cry,— 

"I  wish  I  may  die 
If  here  is  n*t  Tom's  Shirt,  that 's  been  so  long  a-maKing  I — 

My  gracious  me ! 

Well, —  only  to  see! 
I  decLire  it  *8  as  yellow  as  yellow  can  be ! 
Why  it  looks  just  as  though't  had  been  soak'd  in  green  tea  * 

Dear  me,jiid  you  everf — 

But  come — 'twill  be  clever 
To  bring  matters  round ;  so  I  'U  do  my  endeavour 
*  Better  Late,'  says  an  excellent  proverb,  *than  Never  I* — 
It  is  stain'd,  to  be  sure;  but  *  grass-bleaching'  will  bring  it 
To  rights  *  in  a  jiffy.' — We  '11  wash  it,  and  wi-ing  it ; 

Or,  stAy — *  Hudson's  Liquor ' 

Will  do  it  still  quicker. 

And "  Here  the  new  maid  chimed  in,   '*  Ma'am,  Salt  ; 

Lemon 
Will  make  it,  in  no  time,  quite  fit  for  the  Geniman  !" — 
So  they  "  set  in  the  gathers," — the  large  round  the  collar, 
While  those  at  the  wrist-bandF  of  course  were  much  smaller. 
The  button-holes  now  were  at  length  "  overcast ;" 
Then  a  button  itself  was  sewn  on — 'twas  the  lastt 

All's  done! 
All's  won! 

Never  under  the  sun 
Waa  Shii't  so  late  finish'd  —  so  early  begun'  ^> 
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—  The  work  iroald  defy 

The  most  critical  eye. 
(t  was  "bleached," — it  was  wash'd, — it  wns  hung  out  to  Jiy,— 
[t  was  mark'd  on  the  tail  with  a  T,  and  an  1 1 

On  the  back  of  a  chair  it 

Was  placed,— just  to  air  it, 
In  front  of  the  firo. — •»  Tom  to-morrow  shall  wear  it  I' 
— 0  cctca  ment  hominutn! — Fanny,  good  soul, 
Left  her  charge  for  one  moment — but  one  —  a  Tile  coal 
Bounced  out  from  the  grate,  and  set  fire  to  the  whole  I 


Had  it  been  Doctor  Ai'nott's  new  stoye  —  not  a  grate  :-^ 
Had  the  coal  been  a  **  Lord  Mayor's  coal,"  —  vix  ■  a 
slate ; — 
What  a  different  talo  had  I  had  to  reUte ! 
And  Aunt  Fan — and  my  Shirt — been  superior  to  Fate!  — 
One  moment — no  more!  — 
—  Fan  open*d  the  door  I 
The  draught  made  the  blaxe  ten  times  worse  than  before ; 
And  Aunt  Fanny  sank  down — in  despair — on  the  floor  1 

Tou  may  fancy  perhaps  Agrippina's  amazement. 

When,  looking  one  fine  moonlight  night  from  her  casement. 

She  saw,  while  thus  gazing. 

All  Rome  a-blazing, 
And,  losing  at  once  all  restraint  on  her  temper,  or 
Feelings,  exclflim'd,  **  Hang  that  Scamp  of  an  Emperor, 

Although  he 's  my  son  1  — 
—  thinks  it  prime  fun. 
No  doubt !  —  While  the  flames  are  demolishing  Rome, 
There's  my  Nero  a-fiddling,  and  singing  *  Sweet  Home!'  * 
—  Stay  —  1  'm  really  not  sure  'twas  that  lady  who  said 
The  words  I've  put  down,  as  she  stepp'd  into  bed, — 
Un  reflection,  I  rather  believe  aht  was  dead ; 

But  e'en  when  at  College,  I 

Fairly  acknowledge,  I 
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Never  was  very  precise  in  Chronology ; 

So,  if  tiiere  's  an  error,  pray  set  down  as  mine  a 

Mistake  of  no  very  great  moment —  in  fine,  a 

Mere  slip  —  'twas  some  Pleb's  wife,  if  not  Agrippir.a 

You  may  fancy  that  warrior,  so  stem  and  so  stony, 
Whom  thirty  years  since  we  all  used  to  call  Bonbt, 
When,  engaged  in  what  he  styled  '*  fulfilling  his  destinies/* 
He  led  his  rapscallions  across  the  Borysthenes, 

And  had  made  up  his  mind 

Snug  quarters  to  find 
In  Moscow,  against  the  catarrhs  and  the  coughs 
Which  are  apt  to  prevail  *mongst  the  "Owskis"  and  "Olfs.' 

At  a  time  of  the  year 

When  your  nose  and  your  ear 
Are  by  no  means  so  safe  there  as  people's  are  here. 
Inasmuch  as  **  Jack  Frost,"  that  most  fearful  of  Bogles, 
Makes  folks  leave  their  cartilage  oft  in  their  '*  fogies." 

You  may  fancy,  I  say. 

That  same  Bonst's  dismay. 

When  Count  Rostopchin 

At  once  made  him  drop  chin, 
And  turn  up  his  eyes,  as  his  rappee  he  took. 
With  a  sort  of  mort'de-ma-vie  kind  of  look. 

On  perceiving  that  **  Swing," 

And  "  all  that  sort  of  thing," 
Was  at  work, — that  he  'd  just  lost  the  game  without  knowing  it- 
That  the  Kremlin  was  blazing  —  the  Russians  a  "a-going  it,"- 
Every  plug  in  the  place  frozen  hard  as  the  ground. 
And  the  deuce  of  a  Turn-cock  at  all  to  be  found  I 

lou  may  fancy  King  Charles  at  some  Court  Fancy-Bali, 

(The  date  we  may  fix 

In  Sixteen  sixty-six,) 
In  the  room  built  by  Inigo  Jones  at  Whitehall, 
Whence  his  father,  the  Martyr,  —  (as  such  moum*d  by  aU 
Who,  in  hh,  wept  the  Law's  and  the  Monarchy's  fall,)— 
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bt«^    out  to  exchange  regal  robes  for  a  pall  — 

You  may  fancy  King  Charles,  I  say,  stopping  the  brawl,* 

As  bursts  on  his  sight  the  old  church  of  St  Paul, 

By  the  light  of  its  flames,  now  beginning  to  crawl 

From  basement  to  buttress,  and  topping  its  wall  — - 

—  You  may  fancy  old  Clarendon  making  a  call, 
And  Atating  in  cold,  slow,  monotonous  drawl, 

**  Sire,  from  Pudding  Lane's  End,  close  by  Fishmongers'  Hall 

To  Pye  Comer,  in  Smithiield,  there  is  not  a  stall 

There,  in  market,  or  street,— not  a  house,  great  or  small. 

In  which  Knight  wields  his  faulchion,  or  Cobbler  his  awl, 

But*s  on  fire  I !" — You  may  fancy  the  general  squall, 

And  bawl  as  they  all  call  for  whimple  and  shawl !  — 

—  You  may  fancy  all  this — but  I  boldly  assert 

You  catit  fancy  Aunt  Fan— as  she  look'd  on  MY  SHIRT! !  > 

Was't  Apelles?  or  Zeuxix?  —  I  think  'twas  Apelles, 

That  artist  of  old —  I  declare  I  can't  tell  his 

Exact  patronymic  —  I  write  and  pronounce  ill 

These  Classical  names — whom  some  Grecian  Town-Council 

Employ'd, —  I  believe,  by  command  of  the  Oracle, — 

To  produce  them  a  splendid  piece,  purely  historical. 

For  adorning  the  wall 

Of  some  fane,  or  Guildhall, 
And  who  for  his  subject  detormined  to  try  a 
L:irge  painting  in  oils  of  Miss  Iphigenia 

At  the  moment  her  Sire, 

By  especial  desire 
Of  "  that  Spalpeen,  O'Dysseus  "  (see  Barney  Maguir^), 

Has  resolved  to  devote 

Her  beautiful  throat 
To  old  Chalcas's  knife,  and  her  limbs  to  the  fire ; 
— An  act  which  we  modems  by  no  means  admire,- 

•  Not  a  «  TOW,"  but  a  dance  — 

**  The  brave  Lord  Keeper  led  the  bratvls, 
The  seals  and  maces  danced  before  him."— OiAT 
—And  trnlj  Sir  Christopher  danced  to  some  tune. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


^ 


132  A  LBOEXD  OF   A  80  »T. 

Au  offering,  'tis  true,  to  Jove,  Mars,  or  Apollo  cost 
No  trifling  sam  in  those  days,  if  a  holocaust,— 
Still,  altlioiigh  for  economy  we  should  condemn  none. 
In  an  wa^  avipup,  like  the  great  Agamemnon, 

To  give  up  to  slaughter 

An  elegant  daughter, 
After  all  the  French,  Music,  and  Dancing  they'd  taught  her. 
And  Singing. — at  Heaven  knows  how  much  a  quarter, — > 

In  lieu  of  a  Calf! — 

It  was  too  bad  by  half! 
At  a  *< nigger"*  so  pitiful  who  would  not  laugh. 
And  turn  up  their  noses  at  one  who  could  find 
No  decenter  method  of  "  Raising  the  Wind  t" 

No  doubt  but  he  might, 

Without  any  great  Flight, 
Have  obtained  it  by  what  we  call  "flying  a  kite," 
Or  on  mortgage  —  or  sure,  if  he  couldn't  so  do  it,  he 
Must  have  succeeded  "  by  way  of  annuity." 

But  there — it  appears, 

His  crocodile  tears. 
His  " Oh !  s"  and  his  "Ah  1  s"  his  "  Oh  Law  1  s"  and  "Oh  dear :  *" 
Were  all  thought  sincere, — so  in  painting  his  Victim 
The  Artist  was  splendid  —  but  could  not  depict  Him, 

His  features  and  phiz  awry 

Show'd  so  much  misery, 

And  so  like  a  dragon  he 

Look'd  in  his  agony, 
That  the  foil'd  Painter  buried -^  despairing  to  gain  a 
Good  likeness — his  face  in  a  printed  Bandana. 

Such  a  veil  is  best  thrown  o'er  one's  face  when  one's  hurt 

By  some  grief  which  no  power  can  repair  or  avert! — 
^Such  a  veil  I  shall  throw  o'er  Aunt  Fan -^  and  My  Shirt  I 

•  Uib«mlw  *•  Diggvr,"  fuoM  **  nigBud."    Ptcb  B.  lflaffalr»f«iiib 
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Moral. 


And  now  for  some  practical  hints  from  the  storj 

Of  Aunt  Fan's  mishap,  which  I've  thus  laid  before  ye; 

For,  if  rather  too  gay, 

I  can  Tenture  to  say, 
A  fine  vein  of  morality  is,  in  each  lay 
Of  my  primitiTe  Muse,  the  distinguishing  trait/ — 

First  of  all — Don't  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  may. 

Without  incouTenience,  be  managed  to-day  I 

That  golden  occasion  we  call  "Opportunity" 

Rarely  *s  neglected  by  man  with  impunity ! 

And  the  **  Future,"  how  brightly  soe'er  by  Hope's  dupe  coloui-^i^ 

Ne'er  may  afford 

You  a  lost  chance  restored, 
Till  both  you,  and  YOUR  SHIRT,  are  grown  old  and  pea-soup- 
colour'd  1 

I  would  also  desire 

You  to  guard  your  attire, 
Toung  Ladies,  —  and  nerer  go  too  near  the  fire !  •— 
—  Depend  on 't  there 's  many  a  dear  little  Soul 
Has  found  that  a  Spark  is  as  bad  as  a  coal,-* 
And  "  in  her  best  petticoat  burnt  a  great  hole !" 

Last  of  an,  gentle  Reader,  don't  be  too  secure  I — 
Let  seeming  success  neyer  make  you  "cock-sure  1" 

But  beware  t — and  take  care. 

When  all  things  look  fair, 
How  you  hang  your  Shirt  over  the  back  of  your  chair !  — 

—  « There's  many  a  slip 

'Twixt  the  cup  and  the  lip!" 
Be  this  exceUent  proverb,  then,  well  understood. 
And  Doh't  halloo  bxtoke  Ton'm  Quin  our  rr  tbl  wood*  If 
12 
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It  is  to  tnj  excellent  and  erudite  friend,  Simpkinsoiii 
(hat  I  am  indebted  for  his  graphic  description  of  the 
well-known  chalk-pit,  between  Acol  and  Minster  in  the 
Isle  of  Thanet,  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Smuggler's 
Leap."  The  substance  of  the  true  history  attached  to 
it  he  picked  up  while  visiting  that  admirable  institution, 
the  "  Sea-bathing  Infirmary,"  of  which  he  is  a  "  Life 
Governor,"  and  enjoying  his  ntium  cum  diynitate  last 
summer  at  the  least  aristocratic  of  all  possible  watering- 
places. 

Before  I  proceed  to  detail  it  however,  I  cannnot,  in 
conscience,  fail  to  bespeak  for  him  the  reader's  sympathy 
in  one  of  his  own 


MISADVENTURES  AT  MARGATE 

A   LEGEND   OF  JARVIS'S   JETTY. 
MR.  8IHPKIN80N    {loqutlur), 

I  WAS  iu  Margate  last  July,  I  walked  upon  the  pier, 
I  saw  a  little  vulgar  Boy  —  I  said  **  What  make  you  hereT — 
The  gloom  upon  your  youthful  cheek  speaks  anything  but  joy ;" 
Again  I  said,  **  What  make  you  here,  you  little  vulgar  Boy  ?" 
He  frown'd,  that  little  vulgar  Boy, — he  deem'd  I  meant  to  scofF— 
And  iriien  the  little  heart  is  big,  a  little  '*  sets  it  off;" 
He  put   his  finger  in  his  mouth,  his  little  bosom  rose, — 
He  had  no  little  handkerchief  to  wipe  his  Uitle  nose  I 

**  Hark!"  don't  you  hear,  my  little  man? — it's  striking  Nine," 

I  said, 
'*  An  hour  when  all  good  little  boys  and  girls  should  be  in  bed. 
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Run  home  and  get  your  supper,  else  your  Ma'  will  scold  —  Ohi 

fiel  — 
It 's  Tery  wrong  indeed  for  little  boys  to  stand  and  cry  I" 

The  tear-drop  in  his  little  eye  again  began  to  spring, 
His  bosom  ihrobb'd  with  agony, — he  cried  like  any  thing! 
I  stoop'd,  and  thus  amidst  his  sobs  I  heard  him  murmur— "Ah 
I  haven't  got  no  supper  1  and  I  hayen't  got  no  Ma" !  I — 

"My  father,  he  is  on  the  seas, — my  mother's  dead  and  gone  * 
And  I  am  here,  on  this  here  pier,  to  roam  the  world  alone ; 
1  haye  not  had,  this  liye-long  day,  one  drop  to  cheer  my  heart, 
Nor  *  brotnC  to  buy  a  bit  of  bread  w^ith, — let  alone  a  tart. 

*'  If  there 's  a  soul  will  giye  me  food,  or  find  me  in  employ, 
By  day  or  night,  then  blow  me  tight!"  (he  was  a  yulgar  Boy;) 
**  And  now  I  'm  here,  from  this  here  pier  it  is  my  fix'd  intent 
To  jump,  as  Mister  Leyi  did  from  off  the  Monu-ment !" 

"Cheer  up!  cheer  up!  my  little  man — cheer  up!"  I  kindly 

said, 
**  You  are  a  naughty  boy  to  take  such  things  into  your  head : 
If  you  should  jump  from  off  the  pier,  you'd  surely  break  your 

legs. 
Perhaps  your  neck  —  then  Bogey  'd  haye  you,  sure  as  eggs  are 
a! 


"  Come  home  with  me,  my  little  man,  come  home  with  me  and 

sup; 
My  landlady  is  Mrs.  Jones — we  must  not  keep  her  up — 
There's  roast  potatoes  at  the  fire, —  enough  for  me  and  yon— 
Come  home,  you  little  yulgar  Boy — I  lodge  at  Number  2." 

I  took  him  home  to  Number  2,  the  house  beside  "  The  Foy," 
I  bad  him  wipe  his  dirty  shoes, — that  little  yulgar  Boy,— 
And  then  I  said  to  Mistress  Jones,  the  kindest  of  her  sex, 
"  Pray  be  so  good  as  go  and  fetch  a  pint  of  double  X  I" 
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Bat  Mrs.  Jones  was  rather  cross,  she  made  a  little  noise. 
She  said  she  **did  not  like  to  wait  on  little  vulgar  Boys.*' 
She  with  her  apron  wiped  the  plates,  ami,  as  she  rubb'  1  the 

delf, 
Said  I  might  **  go  to  Jericho,  and  fetch  my  beer  myself  1" 

I  did  not  go  to  Jericho — I  went  to  Mr.  Cobb — * 

I  changed  a  shilling — (which  in  town  the  people  call  a  Bob)"— 

It  was  not  so  much  for  myself  as  for  that  vulgar  child — 

And  I  said,  **  A  pint  of  double  X,  and  please  to  draw  it  mildl" 

When  I  came  back  I  gazed  about — ^1  gazed  on  stool  and  chair-^ 
I  could  not  see  my  little  friend — because  he  was  not  there! 
I  peep'd  beneath  the  table-cloth — beneath  the  sofa  too — 
1  said  "  You  little  vulgar  Boy  1  why  what 's  become  of  you  V* 

I  could  not  see  my  table-spoons — I  look'd,  but  could  not  see 
The  little  fiddle-patterned  ones  I  use  when  I  'm  at  tea ; 
— I  could  not  see  my  sugar-tongs — my  silver  watch — oh,  dear! 
I  know  'twas  on  the  mantel-piece  when  I  went  out  for  beer. 

I  could  not  see  my  Macintosh — it  was  not  to  be  seen  I — 

Nor  yet  my  best  white  bearer  hat,  broad-brimm'd  and  lined 

with  green; 
My  carpet-bag — my  cruet-staud,  that  holds  my  sauce  and  soy,— 
My  roast  potatoes  I  — all  are  gone  I — and  so 's  that  vulgar  Boy  I 

I  rang,  the  bell  for  Mrs.  Jones  for  she  was  down  below, 

u — Oh,  Mrs.  Jones  I  what  do  yon  think?-*  ain't  this  a  pretty 

go?  — 
—That  horrid  little  vulgar  Boy  whom  I  brought  here  to-night, 
—  He's  stolen  my  things  and  run  away  1 1" — Says  she,  "And 

sarve  you  right  1 1" 

*  Qoi  PACiT  PBE  AUUM,  PAOR  PBE  81— Decm  Bot,  g«Dtle  utrangaf,  that  Mr. 
Cobb  i»  a  petty  dealer  and  cbapman,  aa  Mr.  Rlmpkinaon  voukl  hera  Meta  tfl 
imply.  lie  la  a  makery  not  a  retailer  of  etlnffo.— and  mighty  pret^  Qppk 
tie  maha. 
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Next  raomiug  I  was  up  betimes — I  sent  the  Criei  roand, 
All  with  his  boll  and  gold-laced  hat,  to  say  I  'd  give  a  pound 
To  find  that  little  vulgar  Boy,  who  'd  gone  and  used  me  so ; 
But  when  the  Cner  cried,  **  0  Yes !"  the  people  cried,  «•  0  No  i" 

I  went  to  *' Jarris'  Landing-place,"  the  glory  of  the  town, 
There  was  a  common  sallor-man  a-walking  up  and  down, 
I  told  my  tale — he  seem'd  to  think  I'd  not  been  treated  well, 
And  caird  me  ''Poor  old  Buffer!" — what  that  means  I  cannot 
teU. 

That  Sailor-man,  he  said  he'd  seen  that  morning  on  the  shore, 
A  son  of — something — 'twas  a  name  I'd  never  heard  before, 
A  little  "gallows-looking  chap" — dear  me ;  what  could  he  mean  ? 
With  a  *' carpet-swab"  and  "  mucking-togs,"  and  a  hat  turn' J 
up  with  green. 

He  spoke  about  his  "precious  eyes,"  and  said  he*d  seen  him 
**  sheer," 

—  It's  very  odd  that  Sailor-men  should  talk  so  Tery  queer — 
And  then  he  hitch'd  his  trousers  up,  as  is,  I'm  told,  their  use, 

—  It's  very  odd  that  Sailor-men  should  wear  those  things  so 

loose. 

I  did  not  understand  him  well,  but  think  he  meant  to  say 
He  'd  seen  that  little  vulgar  Boy,  that  morning,  swim  away 
In  Captain  Large's  Royal  George,  about  an  hour  before, 
And  they  were  now,  as  he  suppos'd,  **  Bomewheret*   about  the 
Nore. 

A  landsman  said,  **I  (wig  the  chap —  he's  been  upon  the  Mill — 
And  'cause  he  gammoM  so  the^Iate,  ve  calls  him  Yeeping  Bill !" 
He  said  **lie'd  done  me  worry  brown,"  and  nicely  '^aiov'd  thf 
»wag," 

—  That's  French,  I  fancy,  for  a  hat — or  else  a. carpet-bag. 

I  n  ent  and  told  the  constable  my  property  to  track ; 
Be  asked  me  if  **  I  did  not  wish  that  I  might  get  it  backt" 
12* 
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I  answerM,  "To  be  sure  I  do  I — it'p  what  Vm  come  about." 
He  smilM  and  said,  *'Sir,  does  your  mother  know  that  you  arc 
out?" 

Not  knowing  what  to  do,  I  thought  I  'd  hasten  back  to  town. 
And  beg  our  own  Lord  Mayor  to  catch  the  boy  who'd  <*doiie 

me  brown." 
His  Lordship  very  kindly  said  he  'd  try  and  find  him  out, 
But  he  "rather  thought  that  there  were  seyeral  vulgar  boys 

about" 

He  sent  for  Mr.  Whithair  then,  and  I  described  "the  swag," 
My  Macintosh,  my  sugar-tongs,  my  spoons,  and  carpet-bag ; 
He  promised  that  the  New  Police  should  all  their  pow'rs  employ. 
But  never  to  this  hour  have  I  beheld  that  vulgar  Boy ! 


Moral. 

Remember,  then,  what  when  a  boy  I  've  heard  my  Grandma'  tell, 
"Be  warn'd  in  time  bt  others*  harm,  and  tou  shall  d« 

pull  well  1" 
Don't  link  yourself  with  vulgar  folks,  who  *ve  got  no  fix*d  abode 
ToU  lies,  use  naughty  words,  and  say  they  "wish  they  may  b- 

blow'dl" 

Don't  take  too  much  of  double  X !  —  and  don't  at  night  go  out 
To  fetch  your  beer  yourself,  but  make  the  pot-boy  bring  youi 

stout ! 
And  when  you  go  to  Margate  next,  just  stop,  and  ring  the  bell. 
Give  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Jones,  and  say  I 'm  pretty  well! 
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And  now  for  his  Legend,  which,  if  the  fucts  took 
place  rather  beyond  "  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabi- 
laut,"  are  yet  well  known  to  have  occurred  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood "  once  on  a  time;"  and  the  scene  of  them  will 
be  readily  pointed  out  by  any  one  of  the  fifty  intelligent 
fly-drivers  who  ply  upon  the  pier,  and  who  will  convey 
you  safely  to  the  spot  for  a  guerdon  which  they  term 
"three  bob." 


THE  SMUGGLER'S   LEAP. 

A   LEGEND   OF   THANET. 

"  Near  this  hamlet  (Acol)  in  a  loDg-disumd  cba1k-p1t  of  fbrinMabl'.dttptb 
known  by  the  name  of  ''The  Smugf^lcr's  leap.**  The  tradition  of  tht.  pariM 
rnns,  that  a  ridlnf^-offlcer  from  Sandwich,  called  Anthony  Gill,  lost  hi«  Hi* 
here  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  (last)  century,  while  in  purouir.  of  t 
MnoiKgler.  A  fog  coming  on,  both  parties  went  over  the  precipice.  Th« 
nnuKKler's  horse  wily^  it  \»  said,  was  found  crushed  beneath  ita  rider.  The 
frpot  has,  of  course,  Ituen  haunted  ever  since." — Su  "Supplement  to  LewiMU 
Hittory  of  Thantt  by  the  Rev.  Sumrtel  rtggt,  A.  M.  Vicar  of  Oomertham.'* 
W.  BriMtow,  Oxnterbury,  1796,  p.  127. 

The  fire-flash  shines  from  Rccnlver  cUfF, 

And  the  answering  light  bums  blue  in  the  skiff, 

And  there  they  stand 

That  Dmtiggling  band, 
Some  in  the  water,  and  some  on  the  sand, 
Ready  those  contraband  goods  to  land ; 
The  night  is  dark,  they  are  silent  and  still, 
—  At  the  head  of  the  party  is  Smuggler  Bill! 

•*  Now  lower  away  I  come,  lower  away ! 

We  must  be  far  ere  the  dawn  of  the  day. 

If  Exciseman  Gill  should  get  scent  of  the  prey, 

nnd  should  come,  and  should  catch  us  here,  what  would  he  say! 
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Come,  lower  away,  lads — once  on  the  MD, 
We  Ml  laugh,  ho !  ho !  at  Exciseman  Gill  !'* 

The  cargo's  lower'd  from  the  dark  skiff's  side. 
And  the  tow-line  drags  the  tubs  through  the  tidfl^ 

No  trick  nor  flam, 

But  your  real  Schiedam. 
•*  Now  mount,  my  merry  men,  mount  and  ride  !* 
Three  on  the  crupper  and  one  before, 
And  the  led-horse  laden  with  five  tubs  more; 

But  the  rich  point^lace, 

In  the  oil-skin  case 
Of  proof  to  guard  its  contents  from  ill, 
The  "prime  of  the  swag,"  is  with  Smuggler  Bill  I 

Merrily  now  in  a  goodly  row. 
Away,  and  away,  those  smugglers  go, 
And  they  laugh  at  Exciseman  Gill,  ho !  ho  I 

When  out  from  the  turn 

Of  the  road  to  Heme, 
Comes  Gill,  wide  awake  to  the  whole  concern  1 
Exciseman  Gill,  in  all  his  pride, 
With  his  Custom-house  officers  all  at  his  side ! 
—  They  were  call'd  Custom-house  officers  then; 
There  were  no  such  things  as  "  Preventiye  men  * 

Sauve  gut  peut ! 

That  lawless  crew. 
Away,  and  away,  and  away  they  flew  I 
S  >me  dropping  one  tub,  some  dropping  two ;  — 
Some  gallop  this  way,  and  some  gallop  that. 
Through  Fordwich  Level — o'er  Sandwich  Flat, 
Some  fly  tliat  way,  and  some  fly  this, 
Like  a  covey  of  birds  when  the  sportsmen  misSp 

These  in  their  hurry 

Make  for  Slurry, 
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Witli  Costom-boufe  officers  close  in  their  refir, 
Down  Riishbournu  Lane,  and  so  by  Westb(,TO» 

None  of  them  stopping, 

Bat  shooting  and  popping, 
And  many  a  G  JStom-honse  bullet  goes  slap 
Through  many  a  three-gallon  tub  like  a  tap; 

And  the  gin  spirts  oat» 

And  squirts  all  about, 
And  many  a  heart  grew  sad  that  day 
That  so  much  good  liquor  was  so  thrown  away. 

Sauve  qui  peut ! 

That  lawless  crew, 
Away,  and  away,  and  away  they  flew ! 
Some  seek  Whitstable  —  some  Grove  Ferry, 
Spurring  and  whipping  like  madmen  —  yery  — 
For  the  life!  for  the  life!  they  ride  !  they  ridel 
And  the  Custom-house  officers  all  divide. 
And  they  gallop  on  after  them  far  and  wide  I 
All,  all,  save  one  —  Exciseman  Gill, — 
He  sUcks  to  the  skirts  of  Smuggler  Bill ! 

Smuggler  Bill  is  six  feet  hi^h. 

He  has  curling  locks,  and  a  roving  eye. 

He  has  a  tongue,  and  he  has  a  smile 

Trained  the  female  heart  to  beguile. 

And  there  is  not  a  farmer's  wife  in  the  Isle, 

From  St  Nicholas  ouite 

To  the  Foreland  Light, 
But  that  eye,  and  that  tongue,  and  that  smile  will  wheedlo  ber 
To  have  done  with  the  Grocer,  and  make  Aim  her  Tea-doalor ; 
There  is  not  a  fai-mer  there  but  he  still 
Buys  gin  and  tobacco  from  Smuggler  Bill. 

Smuggler  Dill  rides  gallant  and  gay 

On  his  dapple-grey  mare,  away,  and  away, 

And  he  pats  her  neck,  and  he  seems  to  say, 

*  Follow  who  will,  ride  after  who  may, 
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In  sooth  he  had  need 

Fodder  his  steed, 
In  lieu  of  Lent-com,  with  a  Quicksilver  feed ; 
~-  Nor  oats,  nor  beans,  nor  the  best  of  old  haj. 
Will  make  him  a  match  for  my  own  dapple-grey  I 
no !  ho !  —  ho !  ho !"  says  Smuggler  Bill  — 
He  draws  out  a  flask,  and  he  sips  his  fill, 
And  he  laughs  "  Ho  I  ho !"  at  Exciseman  GilL 

Down  Chistlett  lane,  so  free  and  so  fleet 
Rides  Smuggler  BiU,  and  away  to  Up-street; 

Sarre  Bridge  is  won  — 

Bill  thinks  it  fun; 
«» Hoi  ho!  the  old  tub-gauging  son  of  a  gun  — 
His  wind  will  be  thick,  and  his  breeks  be  thin» 
Ere  a  race  like  this  he  may  hope  to  win  I*' 

Away,  away 

Goes  the  fleet  dapple-grey, 
Fresh  as  the  breeze,  and  free  as  the  wind. 
And  Exciseman  Gill  lags  far  behind. 

**  I  would  give  my  soul"  quoth  Exciseman  Gill, 
"  For  a  nag  that  would  catch  that  Smuggler  BilU-« 
^o  matter  for  blood,  no  matter  for  bone, 
No  matter  for  colour,  bay,  brown,  or  roan, 
-  So  I  had  but  one!" 
A  voice  cried  "  Done  !" 
**Ay,  dun,"  said  Exciseman  Gill,  and  he  spied 
A  Custom-house  officer  close  by  his  side. 
On  a  high-trotting  horse  with  a  dun-colour'd  hide.-^ 
**  Devil  take  me"  again  quoth  Exciseman  Gill, 
**  If  I  had  but  that  horse,  I  'd  have  Smuggler  Bill  !** 

From  his  using  such  shocking  expressions,  it's  plain 
That  Exciseman  Gill  was  rather  profane. 

He  was,  it  is  true. 

As  had  as  n  Jew, 
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A  and  old  scoundrel  as  crer  you  knew, 

And  he  rode  in  his  stin-aps  i^iiAecn  stone  two. 

—  He'd  just  uttered  the  words  which  I've  mention'd  to  yen. 
When  his  horse  coming  slap  on  his  knees  with  him,  throw 
Him  head  over  heels,  and  away  he  flew, 

And  Exciseman  Gill  was  bruised  black  and  blue. 

When  he  arose. 

His  hands  and  bis  clothes, 
Were  as  filthy  as  could  be, — he  M  pitched  on  his  nose, 
And  roll  'd  over  and  over  again  in  the  mud. 
And  his  nose  and  his  chin  were  all  covered  with  blood ; 
Yet  he  scream'd  with  passion,  "I'd  rather  grill 
Than  not  come  up  with  that  Smuggler  Bill !" 

—  *''Mountl  Mount!"  quoth  the  Custom-house  officer,  "get 
On  the  back  of  my  Dun,  you  '11  bother  him  yet 

Your  words  are  plain,  though  they're  somewhat  rough, 
*  Done  and  Done '  between  gentlemen 's  always  enough  1 — 
1  Ml  lend  you  a  lift  —  you  're  up  on  him  —  so,  — 
He's  a  mm  one  to  look  at — a  devil  to  go P* 

Exciseman  Gill 

Dash'd  up  the  hill. 
And  mark'd  not,  so  eager  was  he  in  pursuit, 
The  queer  Custom-house  officer's  queer-looking  boot. 

Smuggler  BiU  rides  on  amain, 

He  slacks  not  girth  —  and  he  draws  not  rein, 

Yet  the  dapple-grey  mare  bounds  on  in  vain. 

For  nearer  now  —  and  he  hears  it  plain  — 

Sounds  the  tramp  of  a  horse — "'Tis  the  Gduger  again  !** 

Smuggler  Bill 

Dashes  round  by  the  mill 
That  stands  near  the  road  upon  Monkton  Hill, — 

"  Now  speed, —  now  speed. 

My  dapple-grey  steed, 
Tliou  ever,  my  dapple,  wnrt  good  at  need ! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


144  A    LEGEND   OV    FHANET. 

O'er  Monkton  mead,  and  through  Minster  Level 
We  'U  baffle  him  yet,  be  he  ganger  or  devil  1 

For  Manston  Cave,  away  !  away  I 

Now  speed  thee,  now  speed  thee,  my  good  dapplfr 
grey! 
It  shall  never  be  said  that  Smuggler  Bill 
Was  run  down  like  a  hare  by  exciseman  Gill  V 

Manston  Cave  was  Bill's  abode ; 

A  mile  to  the  north  of  the  Ramsgate  road, 

(Of  late  they  say 

It's  been  taken  away, 
That  is.  leveU'd,  and  fiU'd  up  with  chalk  and  clay. 
By  a  gentleman  there  of  the  name  of  Day.) 
Thither  he  urges  his  good  dapple-grey ; 

And  the  dapple-grey  steed, 

Still  good  at  need, 
Though  her  chest  it  pants,  and  her  flanks  th«y  bleed. 
Dashes  along  at  the  top  of  her  speed ; 
But  nearer  and  nearer  Exciseman  Gill 
Cries  »<  Vield  thee  !  now  yield  thee,  tliou  Smuggler  Bill  I" 

Smuggler  Bill,  he  looks  behind, 
And  he  sees  a  Dun  horse  come  swift  as  the  wind. 
And  his  nostrils  smoke,  and  his  eyes  they  blaxo 
Like  a  couple  of  lamps  on  a  yellow  postrchaise  1 

Every  shoe  he  has  got 

Appears  red-hot  I 
And  sparks  round  liis  ears  snap,  crackle,  and  play, 
And  his  tail  cocks  up  in  a  very  odd  way. 
Every  hair  in  his  mane  seems  a  porcupine's  quill. 
And  there  on  his  back  sits  Exciseman  Gill, 
Crying  ''Yield  thee!  now  yield  Ihce,  thou  Smuggler  Bill!" 

Smuggler  Bill  from  his  holster  drew 

A  large  horse-pistol,  of  which  ho  had  two. 
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Made  by  Nock ; 

He  pall'd  bock  the  cock 
As  tax  BB  he  could  to  the  back  of  the  lock ; 
The  trigger  he  touched,  and  the  welkin  rang 
To  the  sound  of  the  weapon,  it  made  such  a  bang : 
Smnggler  Bill  ne'er  missM  his  aim, 
The  shot  told  true  on  the  Dun — but  there  came 
From  the  hole  where  it  entor'd, — not  blood, — but  flame i 

—  lie  cnangea  his  plan. 

And  fired  at  the  man; 
But  his  second  horse-pistol  flash'd  in  the  pan  I 
And  Exciseman  Gill  with  a  hearty  good  will, 
Made  a  grab  at  the  collar  of  Smuggler  BilL 

The  dapple-grey  mare  made  a  desperate  bound 
When  that  queer  Dun  horse  on  her  flank  she  foand. 
Alack !  and  alas !  on  what  dangerous  ground ! 
It 's  enough  to  make  one's  flesh  to  creep 
To  stand  on  that  fearful  verge,  and  poop 
Down  the  rugged  sides  so  dreadfully  steep. 
Where  the  chalk-hole  yawns  full  sixty-feet  deep, 
O'er  which  that  steed  took  that  desperate  leap ! 
It  was  so  dark  then  under  the  trees. 
No  horse  in  the  world  could  tell  chalk  from  cheese—* 
Down  they  went — o*er  that  terrible  fall, — 
Horses,  Exciseman,  Smuggler,  and  all ! ! 

Below  were  found 

Next  day  on  the  ground 
By  an  elderly  Gentleman  walking  his  round. 
(I  wouldn't  hare  seen  such  a  sight  for  a  pound.) 
All  smash'd  and  dash'd,  three  mangled  corses, 
Two  of  them  human, —  the  third  was  a  horse's, — 
That  good  dapple-grey,  and  Exciseman  GiU 
Vet  grasping  the  collar  of  Smuggler  Bill ! 
18 
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But  where  was  the  Dun  ?  that  temble  Dun  ?  — 
From  that  terrible  night  he  was  »ecn  by  none !  -— 
There  are,  some  people  think,  though  I  am  not  one. 
That  part  of  the  story  all  nonsense  and  fun, 

But  the  country-folks  there, 

One  and  all  declare, 
When  the  "  Crowner's  'Quest"  came  to  sit  on  the  pair. 
They  hear  a  loud  HorsMaugh  up  in  the  air !  — 

—  If  in  one  of  the  trips 

Of  the  steam-boat  Eclipse 
You  should  go  down  to  Margate  to  look  at  the  ships. 
Or  to  take  what  the  bathing-room  people  call  **  Dips,** 

You  may  hoar  old  folks  talk 

Of  that  quarry  of  chalk; 
Or  go  over  —  it's  rather  too  far  for  a  walk, 
But  a  three  shilling  drive  will  give  you  a  peep 
At  that  fearful  chalk-pit  —  so  awfully  deep, 
Which  is  call'd  to  this  moment  **The  Smuggler'H  Ijeap!" 
Nay  more,  I  am  told,  on  a  moonshiny  night, 
ir  you're  "plucky,"  and  not  over-subject  to  fright 
And  go  and  look  over  that  chalk-pit  white, 
♦  You  may  see,  if  you  will. 

The  Ghost  of  old  Gill 
Grappling  the  Ghost  of  Smuggler  Bill, 
And  the  Ghost  of  the  dapple-grey  lying  between  'em.— 
I'm  told  80  —  I  can't  say  I  know  one  who's  seen  'em! 

Mo  UAL. 

And  now,  gentle  Reader,  one  word  ere  we  part. 
Just  take  a  friend's  counsel,  and  lay  it  to  heart. 
fmprimUy  don't  smuggle !  —  if,  bent  to  please  Beauty. 
You  mtui  buy  French  lace,  — purchase  what  has  paid  duty  I 
Don't  use  naughty  words,  in  the  next  place,  —  and  ne'er  in 
Your  language  adopt  a  bad  habit  of  swearing  I 
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Never  say  **  Devil  take  me  I" — 

Or,  **  shake  me  !'*  —  or  **  bake  me  " 
Or  Baoh-like  expressions. —  Remember  Old  Nick 
To  take  folks  at  their  word  is  remarkably  quick. 

Another  sound  maxim  I*d  wish  you  to  keep, 

Is,  **  Mind  what  you  are  after,  and  —  Look  ere  you  Leap  !** 

Above  all,  to  my  last  gravest  caution  attend — 

NeYXR  BORBOW  a  HORSB  TOU  BON'T  know  op  a  rRISVD ! !  I 
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For  the  Btory  which  Bucceeds  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs, 
botherby.  She  is  a  Shropshire  Ladj  by  birth,  and  I 
overheard  her,  a  few  weeks  since,  in  the  nursery  chaunt- 
ing  the  following,  one  of  the  Legends  peculiar  to  hrr 
native  County,  for  the  amusement  and  information  of 
Seaforth's  little  boy,  who  was  indeed  ^'all  ears."  Ad 
Ralph  de  Biceto,  who  alludes  to  the  main  facts,  was 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's  in  1183,  about  the  time  that  the 
Temple  Church  was  consecrated,  the  history  is  evidently 
as  ancient  as  it  is  authentic,  though  the  author  of  the 
present  paraphrase  has  introduced  many  unauthorised,  as 
well  as  '' anachronismatical  interpolations." — For  the 
interesting  note  on  the  ancient  family  of  Ketch,  I  need 
scarcely  say,  I  am  obliged  to  the  Siiupkinson. 
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THE  SHROPSHIRE  BLUEBEARD. 

HIaoa  fer6  tomporibus.  io  ^gtx>  Saloplensi,  Qnldam,  enl  nomen  Johaanet, 
2.e  ^banjllaunt  deinde  nnncupiitun,  uxoreti  quamplurimas  dudt,  eoecat 
•t  (ita  referuni)  mandueat;  osaa  noiam  can!  mine  manniltudinfs  rellnqocna. 
Tiim  demjlm  Io  flagranta  delkto,  Tel  *'  manu  rubrft,*'  ut  dicunt  JuriMonsnlti^ 
deiransttBy  camifice  tIx  opprimitur.  —  Radolpbus  D£  Diono. 

Oh  !  wby  doth  thine  eye  gleam  so  bright^ 

3$louT)fe  Jacket 
Oh !  why  doth  thine  eye  gleam  so  bright  ? — 
The  Mother  *R  at  home. 
The  Maid  may  not  roam, 
She  neTer  will  meet  thee  to-night ! 

By  the  Ught 
Of  the  moon  —  It  *8  impossible  —  quite  I 

Yet  thine  eye  is  still  brilliant  and  bright, 

BlottMe  Sadul 
It  gleams  with  a  fiendish  delight -— 
"'Tis  done  — 
She  is  won! 
Nothing  under  the  sun 
Can  loose  the  charm'd  ring,  though  it's  slight  t 

Ho!  hoi 
It  fits  so  remarkably  tight!**— 
The  wire  is  as  thin  as  a  thread, 

aaouHfe  Jadtf  I 
The  wire  is  as  thin  as  a  thread ! — 

(148) 
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"Thoogb  slight  he  the  chain, 
Again  might  and  main 
Cannot  rend  it  in  twain  —  She  is  wed  t 

She  18  wed  I 
She.  18  mine,  be  she  living  or  dead ! 

Haw  I  haw!U 

Nay,  laugh  not,  I  pray  thee,  so  load, 

moMt  JadU! 
Oh  I  laugh  not  so  loud  and  so  clear  I 
Though  sweet  is  thy  smile 
The  heart  to  beguile, 
7et  thy  laugh  is  quite  shocking  to  hear, 

0  dearl 
It  makes  the  blood  curdle  with  fear ! 

The  Midden  is  gone  by  the  glen, 

SBlouMe  Jfodtel 
She  is  gone  by  the  glen  and  the  wood  — 
It  *8  a  very  odd  thing 
She  should  wear  such  a  ring. 
While  her  tresses  are  bound  with  a  snood. 

By  the  rood  I 
It  'b  a  thing  that 's  not  well  understood  ! 

The  Maiden  !s  stately  and  tiUl, 

inoutife  Jaciiel 
And  stately  she  walks  in  her  pride; 
But  the  Young  Maty- Anne 
Runs  as  fast  as  she  can. 
To  o'ertake  her,  and  walk  by  her  side : 

Though  she  chide  ^ 
She  deems  not  her  sister  a  bride  I 
But  the  Maiden  is  gone  by  the  glen, 

HIouTib  ladfcst 
18« 
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Mar}--Anne  she  is  gone  by  the  lea ; 

She  o*ertako8  not  her  sister. 
It's  clear  slie  has  miss'd  her. 
And  cannot  think  where  she  can  be ! 

Dear  mci 
"Hoi  hoi-^We  shall  see!  we  shall  seel" 

Mary-Anne  is  gone  oyer  the  lea, 

moutiU  Jacket 
Mary-Anne  she  is  come  to  the  Tower ; 

But  it  makes  her  heart  quail, 
For  it  looks  like  a  jail, 
A  deal  more  than  a  fair  Lady's  bower. 

So  sour 
Its  ugly  grey  walls  seem  to  lour, 

For  the  Barbican's  massy  and  high, 

mtmtiU  SMcfcti 
And  the  oak-door  is  heavy  and  brown, 
And  with  iron  it's  plated 
And  machecollated, 
To  pour  boiling  oil  and  lead  down; 

How  you  *d  frown 
Should  a  ladle-fuU  fall  on  your  crown ! 

The  rock  that  it  stands  on  is  st^ep, 

mounU  Jkictel 
To  gain  it  one 's  forced  for  to  creep ; 
The  Portcullis  is  strong, 
And  the  Drawbridge  is  long, 
And  the  water  runs  all  round  the  Keep ; 

At  a  peep 
You  can  see  that  the  Moat's  very  deep ! 

The  drawbridge  is  long,  but  it 's  down, 

BlouDfe  JacUet 
And  the  PortcuLis  hanjES  in  the  air ; 
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And  no  Warder  is  near 

With  his  horn  and  his  spear, 
To  giye  notice  when  people  come  there. — 

I  declare 
Marj-Anne  has  run  into  the  Square  i 

The  oak-door  is  heayy  and  brown, 

asiounre  Jacfte! 
Bat  the  oak-door  is  standing  ajar, 
And  no  one  is  there 
To  say,  "  Pray  take  a  chair, 
Ton  seem  tired,  Miss,  with  running  so  far — 

So  you  are — 
With  grown  people  you  *re  scarce  on  a  par  I" 

But  the  young  Mary-Anne  is  not  tired, 

Blouurr  Jkicftel 
She  roams  o'er  your  Tower  by  herself; 
She  runs  through,  yery  soon, 
Each  boudoir  and  saloon, 
And  examines  each  closet  and  shelf, 

Youi  pelf, 
AH  your  plate,  and  your  china — and  delf. 

She  looks  at  your  Arras  so  fine, 

aSlotiDfe  Jadtf  I 
Bo  rich,  all  description  it  mocks ; 

And  she  now  and  then  pauses 
To  gaze  at  your  vases, 
Your  pictures,  and  or-molu  clocks ; 

Every  box. 
Every  cupboard,  and  drawer  she  unlocks. 

She  looks  at  the  paintings  so  rare, 

ISlouMe  Jactu  I 
That  adorn  every  wall  in  your  houso ; 
Your  impayahU  pieces, 
Your  Paul  Veronese*, 
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Your  Bembrandte,  your  GuidoB,  and  Dows, 

Morland's  CowB> 
Claude's  Landscapes, — and  Landseer's  Bow-wows. 

She  looks  at  your  Statues  so  fine, 

jBlouHfe  Jacfte! 
And  mighty  great  notice  she  takes 
Of  your  Niobe  crying, 
Your  Minnillo  dying, 
Your  Hercules  stningling  the  snakes, — 

How  he  shakes 
The  nasty  great  things  as  he  wakes  I 

Your  Laocoon,  his  serpents  and  boys, 

ISlouHfe  Jacitel 
She  Tiews  with  some  little  dismay ; 
A  copy  of  that  I  can 
See  in  the  Vatican, 
Unless  the  Pope 's  sent  it  away, 

As  they  say, 
[n  the  Globe,  he  intended  last  May.** 

There 's  your  BeMdere  Phcebus,  with  which, 

BlouMe  Jacftrl 
Mr.  Milman  says  none  other  Ties. 
(His  lines  on  Apollc 
Beat  all  the  rest  hollow, 
And  gained  him  the  Kewdigate  prize.) 

How  the  eyes 
Seem  watching  the  shaft  as  it  flies ! 

There 's  a  room  full  of  satins  and  silks, 

moultU  Jacket 
There 's  a  room  ftill  of  TelTets  and  lace, 

••*<Th«  Pope  iB  raid  — this  fkct  Is  bardlj  credible— to  bare  lold  the 
LeavOii  and  tbe  Apollo  BeNidere  to  the  Emperor  of  BomIb  for  aloe  mllUon 
»f  franes  **—  Globe  and  TrmMlUr, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


BIX)D1)rE   JACK!   OF   SBRBWSBKRRIB.  161 

There  are  drawers  fall  of  rings, 

And  ft  thousand  fine  things, 
And  ft  splendid  gold  watch  with  a  case 

Cer  iU  face, 
Is  in  eTery  room  in  the  place. 

There  are  forty  fine  rooms  on  ft  floor, 

Dlounre  Sacitet 
And  eyery  room  fit  for  a  Ball, 

It's  so  gorgeous  and  rich, 
With  so  lofty  a  pitch, 
And  so  long,  and  so  broad,  and  so  tall ; 

Yes,  all. 
Save  the  last  one — and  that's  Tery  small! 
It  boasts  not  stool,  table,  or  chair, 

DUmlKe  Jacfcrl 
Bat  om  Cabinet,  costly  and  grand, 

Which  has  little  gold  figures 
Of  little  gold  Niggers, 
With  fishing-rods  stuck  in  each  hand.  — 

It's  japann'd. 
And  it's  placed  on  a  splendid  buhl  stand. 

Its  hinges  and  clasps  are  of  gold, 

BlottHfe  Jacftcl 
And  of  gold  are  its  key-hole  and  key, 
And  the  drawers  within 
Have  each  a  gold  pin, 
And  they're  number'd  with  1,  2,  and  «*), 

Voa  may  see 
An  the  figures  in  gold  filigree ! 

Number  1  's  full  of  emera!  .s  green, 

VlottHfe  Sackcl 
Number  2  's  full  of  diamond  and  pearl  * 

But  what  does  she  see 

In  drawer  Number  8 
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That  makes  all  her  senses  to  whirl, 

Toor  Oirll 
And  each  lock  of  her  hair  to  nncorl  ?  — 

Wedding  fingers  ai'e  sweet  pretty  things, 

Slouttfe  Jaclte* 
To  salute  them  one  eagerly  striTes, 

When  one  kneels  to  "propose" — 
It's  another  oudque  chose 
When  cut  off  at  the  knuckles  with  knires. 

From  our  wives 
They  are  tied  up  in  bunches  of  fives. 

Yet  there  tliey  lie,  one,  two,  three,  four  I 

BlottHfr  Skicbe ! 
There  lie  they,  five,  six,  seven,  eight ! 
And  by  them,  in  rows, 
Lie  eight  little  Great-Toes, 
To  match  in  size,  colour,  and  weight  I 

From  their  state, 
It  would  seem  they'd  been  sever'd  of  late. 

Beside  them  are  eight  Wedding-rings. 

SBIouMe  Jactte! 
And  the  gold  is  as  thin  as  a  thread  — 
"Ho!  ho!  —  She  is  mine  — 
This  will  make  up  the  Nine!" — 
Dear  me !  who  those  shocking  words  said  ?  — 

—She  fled 
To  hide  herself  under  the  bed. 

But,  alas !  there's  no  bed  in  the  room, 

DIoulife  JaclU 
And  she  peeps  from  the  window  on  high ; 

Only  fancy  her  fright 

And  tltq  tendble  sight 
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Down  below,  which  at  once  meets  her  eye  I 

*'OhMj!r 
She  half  uttered, — but  stifled  her  cry. 

For  she  saw  it  was  Ton  and  your  Man, 

Blouttfe  .9acf(e! 
And  she  heard  yonr  unpleasant  **  Haw  I  haw  I" 
While  her  sister,  stone  dead, 
By  the  hair  of  her  head, 
Cer  the  bridge  you  were  trying  to  draw. 

As  she  saw  — 
A  thing  quite  contra-ry  to  law! 

Your  man  has  got  hold  of  her  heels, 

mtmtift  Jacttrt 
IHouMr  3aclt(!  you're  got  hold  of  her  hairl-* 
But  nor  Sacfte  nor  his  Man 
Can  see  young  Mary-Anne, 
She  has  hid  herself  under  the  stair, 

And  there 
Is  a  horrid  great  Dog,  I  declare  I 

His  eyeballs  are  bloodshot  and  blear, 

ISlouMe  Jaclte! 
He's  a  sad  ugly  cur  for  a  pet ; 

He  seems  of  the  breed 
Of  that  "  Billy,'*  indeed. 
Who  used  to  kill  rats  for  a  bet ; 

•^1  forget 
How  many  one  morning  he  ate. 

He  has  skulls,  ribs,  and  TertebrsB  there, 

lUou^fe  Sadttl 

And  thigh-bones ; — and,  though  it 's  so  dim 
Yet  it's  plain  to  be  seen 
He  has  pick'd  them  quite  clean, — 
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8ho  expects  to  be  torn  limb  from  limb. 

So  grim 
He  looks  at  her — and  she  looks  at  him ! 

She  has  given  him  a  bun  and  a  roll, 

ttlouHfe  3MUl 
She  has  given  him  a  roll  and  a  bun, 
And  a  Shrewsbury  cake, 
Of  Vaflfn's*  own  pake. 
Which  she  happen'd  to  take  ere  her  run 

She  begun— 
She  'd  been  used  to  a  luncheon  at  One. 

It*s  a  «*  pretty  particular  Rx," 

BlouHfe  Satcltei 
^-Abore,-— there 's  the  Maiden  that 's  dead ; 
Below  —  growling  at  her  — 
There's  that  Cannibal  Cur, 
Who  at  present  is  munching  her  bread 

InsteMl 
Of  her  leg, — or  her  arm, — or  her  head. 

It  '8  "  a  pretty  particular  Fix," 

SnouMf  Jadtf  I 
She  is  caught  like  a  mouse  in  a  trap ; 

Stay ! — there 's  something,  I  think, 
That  has  slippM  through  a  chink. 
And  fall'n,  by  a  singular  hap,  * 

Slap, 
Into  poor  little  Mary- Anne's  lap ! 

It  'a  a  Tory  fine  little  gold  ring, 

*  Oh,  Pailln !  Prince  of  eak^^cmpsandeiii  I  tb«  mouth  llqutfl«  at  thy  Tfvj 
—  butilMir** 
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Yet,  thoagh  sliglit,  i  's  remarkably  stout. 

But  it's  made  a  sad  stain, 

Which  will  always  remain 
On  her  frock — for  Blood  will  not  wash  out; 

I  donbt 
Salta  of  Lemon  won't  bring  it  about! 

8he  has  graspM  that  gold  ring  in  her  hand, 

BlouTife  Sacftet 
In  an  instant  she  stands  on  the  floor, 
She  makes  but  one  bound 
O'er  the  back  of  the  hound, 
And  a  hop,  skip,  and  jump  to  the  door, 

And  she's  o'er 
The  drawbridge  she'd  traversed  before! 

Her  hair's  floating  loose  in  the  breeze, 

BlottUrr  Jkicfte! 
For  gone  is  her  "  bonnet  of  blue." 

— Now  the  Barbican 's  past!  — 
Her  legs  "  go  it"  as  fast 
As  two  drumsticks  a-beating  tattoo. 

As  they  do 
At  lUTeillie,  Parade,  or  Review ! 

She  has  run  into  Shrewsbury  town, 

3BIoul>fe  Jacltel 
She  has  called  out  the  Beadle  and  May'r, 
And  the  Justice  of  Peace, 
And  the  Rural  Police, 
Till  "  Battle  Field"  swarms  like  a  Fair,  — 

And  see  there! — 
E'en  the  Parson 's  beginning  to  swear ! ! 

There's  a  pretty  to-do  in  your  Tower, 

monntt  Satitt! 
In  your  Tower  there's  a  pretty  tonlo  t 
All  the  people  of  Shrewsbury 
Playing  old  gooseberry 
14 
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With  jour  choice  bits  of  taste  and  vertit ; 

£aeh  bijou 
Is  upset  in  their  search  after  you! 

They  are  playing  the  deuce  with  your  things, 

3Bloul>fe  Jacke; 
There's  yonr  Cupid  is  broken  in  two. 
And  so  too,  between  us,  is 
Each  of  your  Venuses, 
The  •*  Antique"  ones  you  bought  of  the  Jew, 

And  the  new 
One,  George  Robbins  swears  came  from  St  Cloud. 

The  Callifyoe  's  injured  behind, 

mouMr  Jacfte^ 
The  De  Medfci  *8  injured  before ! 
And  the  Anadyomkxb 
's  injured  in  so  many 
Places,  I  think  there 's  a  score, 

If  not  more 
Of  her  fingers  and  toes  on  the  floor. 

They  are  hunting  you  up  stairs  and  down, 

IttouTife  Jacftrl 
Erery  person  to  pass  is  forbid, 

While  they  turn  out  the  closets 
And  all  their  deposits — 
"There's  the  dust-hole— come  lift  up  the  lid!"— 

So  they  did— 
But  they  could  not  find  where  you  were  hid  I 
Ah  I  Ah !  —  they  will  have  you  at  last, 

^     ^.  iSIoubfe  3adtt 

The  chimneys  to  search  they  begin ;  — 

They  hare  found  you  at  last!  — 

There  you  are,  sticking  fast, 

With  your  knees  doubled  up  to  your  chin. 

Though  you're  thin< 

—•Dear  me !  what  a  mess  you  arc  in  I  — 
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What  a  terrible  pickle  you  're  in, 

JSloutlfr  Jacfcr ! 
Why,  your  face  is  as  black  as  your  hat! 
Your  fine  Holland  shirt 
Is  an  OTer  dirtl 
And  so  is  your  point-lace  cravat ! 

What  a  Flat, 
To  seek  such  an  asylum  as  that  1 

They  can  scarcely  help  laughing,  I  tow, 

mouMe  Satitf  I 
In  the  midst  of  their  turmoil  and  strife ; 
You're  not  fit  to  be  seen  I 
—  You  look  like  Mr.  Kean 
In  the  play  where  he  murders  his  wife ! — 

On  my  life 
You  ought  to  be  scraped  with  a  knife ! 

They  hare  pull'd  you  down  flat  on  your  back ! 

33Iout)fe  Jackf! 
They  have  pull'd  you  down  flat  on  your  back  I 
And  they  smack,  and  they  thwack, 
Till  your  "  funny  bones"  crack. 
As  if  you  were  stretch'd  on  the  rack, 

At  each  thwack!  — 
Good  lack !  what  a  savage  attack  I 

They  can  for  the  Parliament  Man, 

VlouUCe  Jacke! 
And  the  Hangman,  the  matter  to  clinch, 

And  they  call  for  the  Judge, 

But  others  cry  **  Fudge !  — 
Don't  budge  Mr.  Calcraft,*  an  inch! 

•  Ji»ban  a«  Ketch*  acted  ta  ProToit  Manhal  to  iba  army  of  Wtllfam  ibm 
Oonqueror,  and  receired  fh>m  that  monarch  a  grant  of  tfaa  dignity  of 
Hereditary  Grand  Fnnctionary  of  Knfrland.  togethar  with  a  "rroft  or  fmro^l 
of  land,"  iKnown  by  the  name  of  the  ^\tf  JBa^lff,  co.  Middz.,  to  be  bold  bf 
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Mr.  Lynch  I  • 
Will  do  very  well  at  a  pinch !" 
It  is  useless  to  scuffle  and  cuff, 

lUou^fe  JMckr* 
It  is  useless  to  struggle  and  bite ! 

And  to  kick  and  to  scratch 
You  have  met  with  your  match, 
And  the  Shrewsbury  Boys  hold  you  tight, 

Despite 
Your  determined  attempts  **  to  show  fight" 

They  are  palling  you  all  sorts  of  ways, 

VlouHfe  Sacftc! 
They  are  twisting  your  right  leg  Nor-west, 
And  your  left  leg  due  South, 
And  your  knee  'b  in  your  mouth, 
And  your  head  is  poked  down  on  your  breast. 

And  it's  prest, 
I  protest,  almost  into  your  chest ! 

They  have  pull'd  off  your  arms  and  your  legs, 

BlouHfe  Jaeltel 
As  the  naughty  boys  serve  the  blue  flies : 

hfm,  and  tb«  heirs  general  of  his  body,  in  Orand  Seijeanty,  hj  the  yearlj 
preMDtation  of  "  aoe  hempen  cravatte.**  After  remainiog  for  WTeral 
generations  in  the  same  name,  the  offloe  pasMd,  by  marriage  of  the  beirem, 
into  ttau  ancient  family  of  the  Kirbys,  and  thenre  again  to  that  of  Callcraft 
(1st  Klis.  1658).  — Abhonion  Callcraft  Esq.  of  Sa&i^n  Hill,  co.  Middz.  the 
present  representatlTe  of  the  Ketches,  exercised  bis  *  fanction,"  on  a  very 
recent  occasion,  and  claimed  and  was  allowad  the  fee  of  13)^  under  th« 

ancient  grant  as  AanQmairs  Usages. 

Arms.  — 1st  and  4th,  Quarterly,  Argent  and  Sable;  in  the  first  quarter  a 
Gibbet  of  the  second,  noosed  proper,  Callcraft.  2nd.  Sable,  three  Nightcaps 
Argent,  tufted  Qules,  2  and  1,  KeUht.    3rd.  Or,  a  Nosegay /CT<rvm/,  Xtr6y. 

Supporters. —  Derler:  A  Sheriff  in  bis  pride,  robed  Oules,  chained  and 
BoUared  Or.  —  Sinister :  An  Ordinary  dit^played  proper,  wlgged  and  banded 
Argent,  nosed  Gules. 

UoTTo.  —  Sic  rrua  ad  abtr  \  I 

^  The  Aaieriuan  Justinian,  Compiler  of  the  *<Tankee  Pandec^a." 
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And  they  've  torn  from  their  sookcts, 

And  put  in  their  pockets 
Tour  fingers  and  thumbs  for  a  prize! 

And  your  eyea 
A  Doctor  has  bottled —  from  Guy*8.* 

Tour  trunk,  thus  dismembered  and  torn, 

mtmtiit  3acke' 
They  hew,  and  they  hack,  and  they  chop; 
And,  to  finish  the  whole, 
They  stick  up  a  pole 
In  the  place  that 's  still  call'd  the  **  W&sUit  Coppe,* 

And  they  pop 
Your  grim  gory  head  on  the  top  1 

They  liaye  buried  the  fingers  and  toes, 

BlouHfe  Jacltf  I 
Of  the  victims  so  lately  your  prey. 

From  those  fingers  and  eight  toes 
Sprang  early  potAtoes, 
•'  l.ati(es'  #fnsers  "  they're  call'd  to  this  day ; 

—  So  they  say, — 
And  you  usually  dig  them  in  May. 

What  became  of  the  dear  little  girl  ? 

3BIoulife  Sacftet 
What  became  of  the  young  Mary-Anne  ? 
Why,  I  'm  sadly  afraid 
That  she  died  an  Old  Maid, 
for  she  fancied  that  every  young  man 

Had  a  plan 
To  trepan  her  like  **  poor  Sister  Fan  !'* 

80  they  say  she  is  now  leading  apes, 

JSlouHfe  Sacke! 

*  A  pimil«r  npproprialion  i«  Mid  tobiiTe  hetm  made,  by  an  eminent  prartf 
UoHKr,  of  lhr»fo  of  the  lute  Moimicur  CounroiMi. 
11* 
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And  mends  Bachelors'  small-clothes  below ; 

The  story  is  old, 

And  has  often  been  told, 
But  I  cannot  believe  it  is  so  — 

No!  Not 
Depend  on  *t  the  tale  is  *«  No  Go  l" 


Moral. 
.\nd  now  for  the  moral  I  'd  fain, 

That  young  Ladies  should  draw  from  my  pen, — 
It's  —  **  Don't  take  these  flighte 
Upon  moon-shiny  nights, 

With  gay,  harum-ecarum  young  men, 

Down  a  glen! — 

Tou  really  oan't  trust  one  in  ten  1" 

Let  them  think  of  your  terrible  Tower, 

And  don't  let  them  liberties  take, 

"Whether  Maidens  or  Spouses, 

In  Bachelors'  houses ; 
Or,  some  time  or  another,  they  '11  make 

A  Mistake^ 

And  lose — more  than  a  d])tetD8terrfe  Cafcf !  1 
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Her  niece,  of  whom  I  have  before  made  honourable 
niention,  is  not  a  whit  behind  Mrs.  Bothergy  in  furnish- 
ing entertainment  for  the  young  folks.  If  little  Charles 
has  the  aunt  \a  wit  fa  him  to  slumber,  Miss  Jcnnj  is 
equally  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a  Sappho  of  her 
own.  It  is  to  the  air  of  *'  Drops  of  Brandy  **  that  Patty 
has  adapted  her  version  of  a  venerable  ditty,  which  we 
have  all  listened  to  with  respect  and  affection  under  its 
old  title  of 


THE  BABKS  IN  THE  WOOD; 

OR, 

THE  NORFOLK  TRAGEDY. 

AN   OLD   BONO   TO   A    NKW   TUMB. 

?k  nsK  we  were  nil  Kttle  and  good,  — 

A  long  time  ago  I'm  afraid,  Miss-^ 
"We  were  told  of  the  Babes  in  the  Wood 

By  their  false,  cruel  Uncle  betrayed,  Mies ; 
Their  Pa  was  a  Squire,  or  a  Knight, 

In  Norfolk  I  think  his  estate  lay  — 
That  is,  if  I  recollect  right, 

For  I've  not  read  the  history  lately.* 

Ru,m  tit  &o. 

Their  Pa  and  their  Ma  being  seized 

With  a  tiresome  complaint,  which,  in  some  seasons^ 
People  are  apt  to  be  seized 

With,  who  're  not  on  their  guord  against  plum-season*, 

*  8m  Bloomfleld'8  History  of  the  Coanty  of  Norfolk,  in  which  all  the  pa^ 
tIeuUnof  thin  Iainent«bl«»  history  arc  (r^r  ont^ht  tn  be)  fully  detailed,  togethei 
vith  thf  naniAr  of  the  parttefi,  and  an  pUW^r^ti*  Twdigree  of  the  ftmily. 
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•  heir  medical  man  shook  his  head 
As  he  oould  not  get  well  to  the  root  of  it ; 

ind  the  Babes  stood  on  each  side  the  bed, 
While  their  Uncle,  he  stood  at  the  foot  of  it. 

"Oh,  Brother!"  their  Ma  whisperM,  faint 

And  low,  for  breath  seeming  to  labour,  '*  Who'd 
Think  that  this  horrid  complaint, 

That^s  been  going  about  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Thus  should  attack  me,  —  nay,  more, 

My  poor  husband  besides, — and  so  fall  on  him  I 
Bringing  us  so  near  to  Death's  door 

That  we  can't  avoid  making  a  call  on  himl 

"  Now  think,  'tis  your  Sister  inrokes 

Your  aid,  and  the  last  word  she  says  is, 
Be  kind  to  those  dear  little  folks 

When  our  toes  are  tum'd  up  to  the  daisies !  — 
By  the  servants  don't  let  them  be  snubb'd,  — 

— Let  Jane  have  her  fruit  and  her  custard, — 
And  mind  Johnny's  chilblains  are  rubb'd 

Well  with  Whitehead's  best  essence  of  mustard 

"You  know  they'll  be  pretty  well  oflF  in 

Respect  to  what's  called  <  worldly  gear, 
For  John,  when  his  Pa 's  in  his  coffin, 

Comes  in  to  three  hundred  a>year ; 
And  Jane 's  to  have  five  hundred  pound 

On  her  marriage  paid  down,  ev'ry  penny, 
So  you'll  own  a  worse  match  might  be  found. 

Any  day  in  the  week,  than  our  Jenny !" 

Here  the  Uncle  pretended  to  cry, 
And,  like  an  old  thorough-paced  rogue,  he 

Put  his  handkerchief  up  to  his  eye, 
And  devoted  himself  to  old  Bogey 
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i^  b«  did  not  make  matters  all  right, 
And  said,  should  he  co\et  their  riches. 

He  **  wished  the  old  Gentleman  might 
Fly  away  with  him  body  and  breeches '." 

No  soouer,  however,  were  they 

Pat  to  bed  with  a  spade  by  the  sexton. 
Than  he  carried  the  darlings  away 

Oat  of  that  parish  into  the  next  one, 
GiTing  out  he  should  take  them  to  town 

And  select  the  best  school  in  the  nation. 
That  John  might  not  grow  up  a  clown, 

But  nceiTO  a  genteel  education, 

<* Greek  and  Latin  old  twaddle  I  call!" 

Says  he,  "While  his  mind's  ductile  and  plastic. 
I  *11  phice  him  at  Dotheboys  Hall 

Where  he*ll  learn  all  that's  new  and  gymnastic 
While  Jane,  as,  when  girls  have  the  dumps, 

Fortnne-hunlors,  by  scores,  to  entrap  'em  rise. 
Shall  go  to  those  worthy  old  frumpi:. 

The  two  Misses  Tickler  of  Clapham  Rise  !'* 

Having  thought  on  the  How  and  the  When 

To  get  rid  of  his  nephew  and  niece, 
He  sent  for  two  ill-looking  men, 

And  he  gave  them  five  guineas  a-piece. — 
Says  he,  "  Each  of  you  take  up  a  child 

On  the  crupper,  and  when  you  have  trotted 
Some  miles  through  that  woo'd  lone  and  wild, 

Take  your  knife  out  and  cut  its  carotid !" 

••  Done*'  and  "  done"  is  pronounced  on  each  side. 

While  the  poor  little  dears  are  delighted 
To  think  they  a-ccck-horse  shall  ride. 

And  are  not  in  the  least  degree  frighted ; 
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Alley  8iiy  their  •*  Ta!  Ta !"  as  tbey  start, 
And  ihey  prattle  so  nice  on  their  journey. 

That  the  rogues  themselves  vthh  tu  tlieir  heart 
They  could  finish  the  job  by  attorney. 

Nay,  one  was  so  taken  aback 

By  seeing  such  spirit  and  life  in  tliem. 
That  he  fairly  exclainiM  **  I  say,  Jack, 

I'm  blowed  if  I  can  put  a  knife  in  them!" — 
"Pooh!"  says  his  pal,  "you  great  dunce! 

Vou  Ve  pouch'd  the  good  gentleman's  money, 
So  out  with  your  whinger  at  once, 

And  scrag  Jane,  while  I  spiflicate  Johnny !" 

He  refused,  and  harsh  language  ensued. 

Which  ended  at  length  in  a  duel. 
When  he  that  was  mildest  in  mood 

Gave  the  truculent  rascal  his  gruel ; 
The  Babes  quake  with  hunger  and  fear, 

While  the  ruffian  his  dead  comrade,  Jack,  buries ; 
Then  he  cries,  "Loves,  amu!»6. yourselves  here 

With  the  hips,  and  the  haws,  and  the  blackbenics  *. 

'*  I  '11  be  back  in  a  couple  of  shakes ; 

So  don't,  dears,  be  quivering  and  quaking : 
I*m  going  to  get  you  some  cakes, 

And  a  nice  butter'd  roll  that's  a-baking !" 
He  rode  off  with  a  tear  in  his  eye. 

Which  ran  down  his  rough  check,  and  wet  it. 
As  he  said  to  himself  with  a  sigh, 

"Pretty  souls !— don't  they  wish  they  may  get  it  1 1 ' 

From  that  moment  the  Babes  ne'er  caught  sight 
Of  the  wi-otcn  who  thus  wrought  their  undoing. 

But  pass'd  all  that  day  and  that  night 
In  wandering  about  and  "boo*bo<j'\iiig. 
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The  night  proved  cold,  dreary,  and  dark. 

80  that,  worn  out  witn  sighings  and  Robbings 
Next  morn  they  were  tound  Btiif  and  stark, 

And  stone-dead,  by  two  little  Coclc-UobiuK. 

rhese  two  little  birtls  it  sore  grieves 

To  see  what  so  cruel  a  dodge  I  call, — 
They  cover  the  bodies  with  leaves, 

And  interment  quite  ornithological ; 
It  might  more  expensive  have  been, 

JJut  I  doubt,  though  I  've  not  been  to  see  'em. 
If  among  those  in  all  Kensal  Green 

You  could  find  a  more  neat  Mausoleum. 

Now,  whatever  your  rogues  mny  suppose. 

Conscience  always  makes  restless  their  pillow  a. 
And  Justice,  though  blind,  has  a  nose 

Ihat  sniffs  out  all  conceaVd  peccadilloes. 
The  wicked  old  Uncle,  they  say. 

In  spite  of  his  riot  and  revel, 
Was  hippish  and  qualmish  all  day, 

And  dreamt  all  night  long  of  the  d — ^L 

He  grew  gouty,  dyspeptic,  and  sour, 

And  his  brow,  once  so  smooth  and  so  placid. 
Fresh  wrinkles  acquired  every  hour, 

And  whatever  he  swallowed  tum'd  acid. 
The  neighbours  thought  all  was  not  right, 

Sccarely  one  with  him  ventured  to  parley. 
And  Captain  Swing  came  in  the  night, 

And  burnt  all  his  beans  and  his  barley. 

There  was  hardly  a  day  but  some  fox 

Ran  away  with  his  geese  and  his  ganders : 
His  wheat  had  the  mildew,  his  flocks 

Took  the  rot,  and  his  horses  the  glanders 
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His  daaghters  drank  rum  in  tbetr  tea. 

His  son,  who  had  gone  for  a  sailor. 
Went  down  in  a  steamer  at  sea. 

And  his  wife  ran  away  with  a  tailor! 

It  was  clear  he  lay  under  a  curse, 
None  would  hold  with  him  any  comraunion ; 

Every  day  matters  grew  wonie  and  worse, 
Till  they  ended  at  length  in  The  Union ; 

While  his  man  being  caught  in  some  fact, 
(The  particular  crime  I  've  forgotten,) 

When  he  came  to  be  hang'd  for  the  act, 
Split  and  told  the  whole  story  to  Cotton. 

Understanding  the  matter  was  blown. 

His  employer  became  apprehensire 
Of  what,  when  'twas  more  fully  known, 

Might  ensue — he  grew  thoughtful  and  pensive  • 
He  purchased  some  sugar-of-lead. 

Took  it  home,  popp'd  it  into  his  porridge. 
Ate  it  up,  and  then  took  to  his  bed, 

And  so  diftd  in  the  workhouse  at  Norwich. 


MOBAL. 

Ponder  well  now,  dear  Parents,  eack  word 

That  I've  wrote,  and  when  Sirius  rages 
In  the  dog-days,  don't  be  so  absurd 

As  to  blow  yourselves  out  with  Green-guges  r 
Of  stone-fruits  in  general  be  shy, 

And  reflect  it's  a  fact  beyond  question 
That  Grapes,  when  they  're  spelt  with  an  i. 

Promote  anything  else  but  digestion. — 
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—When  you  set  about  making  your  will, 

Which  is  commonly  done  when  a  body  'b  iU, 
Miud,  and  word  it  with  caution  and  skill. 

And  avoid,  if  you  can,  any  codicill 
When  once  you  've  appointed  an  heir 

To  the  fortune  youVe  made,  or  obtained,  ere 
Tou  leave  a  reversion,  beware 

Whom  you  place  in  contingent  remainder ! 

Executors,  Guardians,  and  all 

Who  have  children  to  mind,  don't  ill  treat  them. 
Nor  think  that,  because  they  are  small 

And  weak,  you  may  beat  them,  and  cheat  them  I 
Remember  thiit  "ill-gotten  goods 

Never  thrive;"  their  possession's  but  cursory; 
So  never  turn  out  in  the  woods 

Little  folks  you  should  keep  in  the  nursery. 

Be  sure  ho  who  does  such  base  things 

Will  ne'er  stifle  Conscience's  clamour ; 
His  '*  riches  will  make  themselves  wings," 

And  bis  property  come  to  the  hammer ! 
Then  He, — and  uot  those  he  bereaves, 

Will  have  most  cause  for  sighings  and  sobbingi^ 
When  he  finds  AiW«{^  smother  d  with  leaves 

(Of  fat  catalogues)  heap'd  up  by  Bobbins  I 


16 
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Tho  incidents  recorded  in  the  succeedins  Legend  Jircrii 
conimuuicated  to  a  dear  friend  of  our  family  by  the  late 
lamented  Sir  Walter  Scott.  The  names  and  localities 
have  been  scrupulously  retained,  as  she  is  ready  to  testify. 
The  proceedings  in  this  case  are,  I  believe,  recordtHl  in 
some  of  our  law  reports,  thou'^h  I  have  neyor  been  able 
to  lay  my  bund  upon  them. 


TUB    DEAD    DRUMMER. 

A   LEGEND   OF   SALISBURY  PLAIN. 

On,  Salisbury  Plain  is  bleak  and  bare, — 
At  least  so  I've  heai-d  many  people  declare, 
For  I  fairly  confess  I  never  was  there ; — 

Not  a  shrub  nor  a  tree, 

Nor  a  bush,  can  you  see ; 
No  hedges,  no  ditches,  no  gates,  no  stiles. 
Much  less  a  house,  or  a  cottage  for  miles ; — 
—  It*8  a  very  sad  thing  to  be  caught  in  the  rain 
When  night's  coming  on  upon  Salisbury  Plain. 

Now.  I'd  have  you  to  know 

That  a  great  while  ago, — 
The  best  part  of  a  century,  may  be,  or  ^o. 
Across  this  same  plain,  so  dull  and  so  dreary, 
A  conple  of  Travellers,  way-worn  and  weary. 

Were  making  their  way; 

Their  profession,  you'd  say. 
At  a  single  glance  did  not  admit  of  a  query; 
The  pump-handled  pigittul,  and  whiskere  worn  then, 
With  scarce  an  exception,  by  seafaring  men. 
The  jacket,  —  the  loose  trousers  '*bows*d  up  together" — all 
Guiltless  of  braces,  a?  those  of  Charles  Weathemll,  ^ 
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The  pigeon-toed  step,  and  the  rollicking  motion, 
BcHpoke  them  two  genuine  sons  of  tlie  Ocean, 
And  hhow'd  in  a  moment  their  real  characters, 
(The  accent  so  placed  on  this  word  by  our  Jack  Tars.) 

The  one  in  advance  was  sturdy  and  strong, 
With  arms  uncommonly  bony  and  long. 

And  his  Guernsey  shirt 

Was  nil  pitch  and  dirt. 
Which  sailors  don't  think  inconvenient  or  wrong. 

He  was  very  broad-breasted, 

And  very  deep-chested ; 
His  sinewy  frame  correspond  with  the  rest  did, 
Except  as  to  height,  for  lie  could  not  be  more 
At  the  most,  you  would  say,  than  some  five  feet  four, 
And  if  measured,  perhaps  had  been  found  a  thought  lower. 
Dame  Nature  in  fact,  —  whom  some  person  or  other, 
—  A  Poet, — has  cail'd  a  "capricious  step-mother,"— 

You  saw  when  beside  him, 

Had  somehow  denied  him 
In  longitude  what  she  had  granted  in  latitude, 

A  trifling  defect 

You'd  the  sooner  detect 
From  his  having  contracted  a  stoop  in  his  attitude. 
Square-built  and  broad-shoulder'd,  good-humoui''d  and  ggy, 
With  his  collar  and  countenance  open  as  day, 
The  latter  —  'twas  mark'd  with  small-pox,  by  the  way,  — 
Had  a  sort  of  expression  good-will  to  bespeak  ; 
He'd  a  smile  in  his  eye,  and  a  quid  in  his  cheek! 
And,  in  short,  uotwithstmdiug  his  failure  in  height, 
He  was  just  such  a  man  as  you'd  say,  at  first  sights 
You  would  much  rather  dine,  or  shake  hands,  with  than  fight 
The  other,  his  friend  and  companion,  was  taller 
Dy  five  or  six  inches,  at  least,  than  the  smaller; — 

From  his  air  and  his  mien 

It  was  plain  to  be  seen. 
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That  he  was,  or  had  been. 

A  something  between 
The  real  **  Jack  Tar"  and  the  "Jolly  Mnrine." 
For,  though  he  would  give  an  occasional  hitch, 
Sailor-like  to  his  "slops,"  there  was  something,  Ihe  which^ 
On  the  whole  sayour'd  more  of  the  pipe-clay  than  pitch. — 
Such  were  now  the  two  men  who  appeared  on  the  hill, 
Harry  Walters  the  tall  one,  the  short  <«  Spanking  Bill." 

To  be  caught  in  the  rain, 

I  repeat  it  again, 
Is  extremely  unpleasant  on  Salisbury  Plain ; 
And  when  with  a  good  soaking  shower  there  are  blended 
Blue  lightnings  and  thunder,  the  matter's  not  mended ; 

Such  was  the  case 

In  this  wild  dreary  place, 
On  the  day  that  I  'm  speaking  of  now,  when  the  brace 
Of  tray'llers  alluded  to  quicken'd  their  pace. 
Till  a  good  steady  walk  became  more  like  a  race 
To  get  quit  of  the  tempest  which  held  them  in  chase 

Louder,  and  louder 

Than  mortal  gunpowder, 
The  heay'nly  artiU'ry  kept  crashing  and  roaring. 
The  lightning  kept  flashing,  the  rain  too  kept  pouring, 

While  they,  helter-skelter. 

In  vain  sought  for  shelter 
From,  what  1  have  termM,  "  a  regular  pelter  ;'* 

But  the  deuce  of  a  screen 

Could  be  anywhere  seen, 
Or  an  object  except  that  on  one  of  tiie  rises, 

An  old  way-post  show'd 

Where  the  Lavington  road 
Branch'd  off  to  the  left  from  the  one  to  Devizes; 
And  thither  the  footsteps  of  Waters  HC?m'd  tending, 
Though  a  doubt  might  exist  of  the  course  he  wos  bending. 
To  a  landsman,  at  least,  who,  wherever  he  goes, 
la  oontent  for  the  most  part,  to  follow  his  nose ; — 
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While  Harry  kept  "backing 

And  filling" — and  "tacking," — 
Twc  nautical  terms  which,  Til  wager  a  guinea,  are 

Meant  to  imply 

What  you,  Reader,  and  I 
Would  call  going  zig-zag,  and  not  rectilinear. 

But  here,  once  for  all,  bt  me  beg  you  'U  excuse 
All  mistakes  I  may  make  in  the  words  sailors  U8« 

*Mongst  themselres,  on  a  cruise, 

Or  ashore  with  the  Jews, 
Or  in  making  their  court  to  their  Polls  and  their  Sues, 
Or  addressing  those  slop-selling  females  afloat —  women 
Known  in  our  navy  as  oddly  named  boat-women, 
riie  fact  is,  I  can't  say,  I'm  versed  in  the  school 
.*5*)  ably  conducted  by  Marry  at  and  Poole ; 
( 8ee  the  last-mention'd  gentleman's  <-  Admiral's  Daughter  ;**) 

The  grand  vade  memm 

For  all  who  to  sea  come. 
And  get,  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  in  blue  water ; 
Of  course  in  the  use  of  sea  terms  you  '11  not  wonder 
If  I  now  and  then  should  fall  into  some  blunder. 
For  which  Captain  Chamicr,  or  Mr.  T.  P.  Cooke 
Would  call  me  a  "Lubber,"  and  "Son  of  a  Sea-cook." 

To  return  to  our  muttont  —  This  mode  of  progression 
At  length  upon  Spanking  Bill  made  some  impression. 

— "  Hillo,  messmate,  what  cheer  t 

How  queer  you  do  steer!" 
Cried  Bill,  whose  short  legs  kept  him  still  in  the  rear. 
"  Why  what  *s  in  the  wind,  Bo  ? — what  is  it  you  fear?" 
For  he  saw  in  a  moment  that  something  was  frightening 
His  shipmate  much  more  than  the  thunder  and  lightning. 

— "Fear?"  stammer'd  out  Waters,  "why,  Him! — don't  you  see 
What  faces  that  Drummer-boy's  making  at  me  I— 

—  How  he  dodges  me  so 

Wherever  I  go? — 
What  is  it  he  wants  with  me,  Bill,—  do  yoa  know  ?"' 
15» 
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—  "  What  I>PUiumer-boy,  Harry  ?"  cries  Bill  in  surprisAi 
(With  ft  brief  expltmation,  that  ended  in  **  ^yes") 
"What  Drummer-boy,  Waters  ? — the  coast  la  all  clear. 
We  haTeoH  got  never  no  Drummer-boy  hero  V 

— **  Why,  there  I — don't  you  see 

How  he*8  following  me  ? 
Kow  this  way,  now  that  way,  and  w^u't  let  me  be ! 

Keep  him  off,  Bill  — look  here  — 

Ddn't  let  him  come  near  I 
Only  see  how  the  blood-drops  his  features  besmear ! 
What)  Uie  dead  come  to  life  again ! —  Bless  me ! —  Oh  deai  I" 

Bill  remarked  in  reply,  "  This  is  all  very  queer  — 

What,  a  Drummer-boy  — bloody,  too  —  eh !  —  well,  I  never— 

I  can*t  see  no  Drummer-boy  here  whatsumdever !" 

"Not    see    him  I — why  there; — look  I — he's    dose  by  the 

post  — 
Hark ! — hark  I — how  he  drums  at  me  now  1  — he*8  a  Ghost  i" 

"A  what  ?"  returned  Bill, — at  that  moment  a  flash 

More  than  commonly  awful  preceded  a  cra»u 

Like  what's  called  in  Kentucky  "an  Almighty  Smash." — 

And  down  Harry  Waters  went  plump  on  his  knees, 

While  the  sound,  though  prolonged,  died  away  by  degrees: 

In  its  last  sinking  echoes,  however,  were  some 

Which,  Bill  could  not  help  thinking,  resembled  a  drum ! 

"Hollo!  Waters!— I  says," 

Quoth  he  in  amaze, 
••  Why,  I  never  see'd  nujin  in  all  my  born  days 

Half  80  queer 

As  this  here. 
And  I'm  not  very  clear 
But  that  one  of  u&  two  has  good  reason  for  fear  — 
Vou  to  jaw  about  drummers,  with  nobody  near  us! — 
1  must  say  as  how  that  I  thinks  it's  mystema." 
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»«Oli,  mercy  ."  roarM  Waters,  "do  keep  him  off.  Bill, 
AdiI,  Andre\T,  fdrgivel —  I'll  confers  all! — I  will  I 

I'll  make  a  clean  breast. 

And  aa  for  the  rest, 
Vou  may  do  with  me  just  what  the  lawyers  think  best; 
But  haunt  me  not  thus !  —  let  these  visitings  cease, 
And  your  vengeance  accomplished,  Boy,  leave  me  in  pMMseP 
—  Harry  paused  for  a  moment, — then  turning  to  Bill, 
Who  stood  with  his  mouth  open,  steady  and  still, 
Began  **  spinning"  what  nauticals  terra  a  *' tough  yam,** 
Viz :  hib  tale  of  what  Bill  call'd  **  this  precious  ( 


**  It  was  in  such  an  hour  as  this, 

On  such  a  wild  and  wintry  day. 
The  forked  lightning  seemM  to  hiss, 

As  now,  athwart  our  lonely  way. 
When  first  these  dubious  paths  I  tried—- 
Yon  livid  form  was  by  my  side  ! — 

"  Not  livid  then  —  the  ruddy  glow 
Of  life,  and  youth,  and  health  it  bore  I 

And  bloodless  was  that  gory  brow. 
And  cheerful  was  the  smile  it  wore. 

And  mildly  then  those  eyes  did  shine— 

—Those  eyes  which  now  are  blasting  mine  1 1 

*'  They  beam*d  with  confidence  and  .ove 
Upon  my  face, —  and  Andrew  Brand 

Had  sooner  fear'd  yon  frightened  dove 
Than  harm  from  Gervase  Matcham's  hand 

— I  am  no  Harry  Waters  —  men 

Bid  o&ll  me  Gervase  Matcham  then. 

**And  Matcham,  though  a  humble  name. 

Was  stainless  as  the  feathery  flake 
from  HeaTen,  whose  virgia  whiteoflvi  ctDM 
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Upon  the  newly  frozen  lake ; 
Commander,  comrade,  all  began 
To  land  the  Soldier, — like  the  Man. 

'<  Nay,  muse  not,  William, —  I  have  said 
I  was  a  soldier  —  staunch  and  tmo 

As  any  he  above  whose  head 
Old  England's  lion  banner  flew ; 

And,  duty  done, — her  claims  apart,^- 

Twas  said  I  had  a  kindly  heart 

'*And  years  roird  on, —  and  with  them  camf 
Promotion  —  Corporal  —  Sergeant  —  aU 

In  torn — I  kept  mine  honest  fame — 
Our  ColoneVs  self, —  whom  men  did  call 

The  veriest  Martinet —  ev'n  he. 

Though  cold  to  most,  was  kind  to  mo  !— 

"  One  mom  —  oh  I  may  that  morning  standi 

Accursed  in  the  rolls  of  fate 
Till  latest  time ! — there  came  command 

To  carry  forth  a  charge  of  weight 
To  a  detachment  far  away, — 
—It  was  their  regimental  pay ! — 

'*  And  who  so  fit  for  such  a  task 
As  trusty  Matcham,  true  and  tried. 

Who  spumM  the  inebriating  flask. 

With  honour  for  his  constant  guide? — 

On  Matcham  fell  their  choice  —  and  He, — 

•Young  Drum,' — should  bear  him  company  I 

**  And  grateful  was  that  sound  to  hear. 
For  ne  was  full  of  life  and  joy. 

The  mess-room  pet  —  to  each  one  dear 
Was  that  kind,  gay,  light-hearted  boy 

—  Tlie  veriest  churl  in  all  our  oand 

Had  aye  &  smile  for  Andrew  Brand. — 
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«' .  -Naj,  glare  not  as  I  name  thy  name  I 
That  threatening  hand,  that  fearful  brow 

Relax  —  avert  that  glance  of  Hame ! 
Thou  seest  I  do  thy  bidding  now! 

Vex*d  Spirit,  rest !  —  'twill  soon  be  o'er,  — 

Thy  blood  shall  cry  to  HeaT'n  no  more ! 

«*  Enough — we  joumey*d  on —  the  walk 
Was  long,  —  and  dull  and  dark  the  day,  — 

And  still  young  Andrew's  cheerful  talk 
And  merry  laugh  beguiled  the  way ; 

Noon  came — a  sheltering  bank  was  there,— 

We  paused  our  frugal  meal  to  share. 

**  Then  'twas,  with  cautious  band,  I  sought 
To  prove  my  charge  secure,  —  and  drew 

The  packet  from  my  vest,  and  brought 
The  glittering  mischief  forth  to  view, 

And  Andrew  cried,  —  No ! — 'twas  not  He  t — 

It  was  The  Tempter  spoke  to  me  I 

**  But  it  was  Andrew's  laughing  voice 
That  sounded  in  my  tingling  ear, 

—  *  Now  Gervase  Matcham,  at  thy  choice,' 
It  seem'd  to  say,  <  are  gawds  and  gear. 

And  all  that  wealth  can  buy  or  bring. 

Ease,  —  wassail, — worship,  —  every  thing  I 

**  *  No  tedious  drill,  no  long  parade. 

No  bugle  call  at  early  dawn ; 
For  guard-room  bench,  or  barrack  bed, 

The  downy  couch,  the  sheets  of  lawn ; 
And  I  thy  Page, — thy  steps  to  tend^ 
Thy  sworn  companion,  —  Mrvant, — friend  I 

—  "  He  ceased  —  that  is,  I  heard  no  moiD 

Though  other  words  pass'd  idly  by. 
And  Andrew  chatter'd  as  before, 
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And  laugh 'd  — I  mark'd  him  not  — not  I, 
**Tif  at  thy  choice!*  tliat  sound  alone 
Rang  in  mine  ear — voice  else  was  none. 

**l  could  not  eat, — the  untasted  flask 
Mock'd  my  parch'd  lip,  —  I  pass'd  it  by. 

*  What  ails  thee,  man?'  he  seem'd  to  ask, — 
I  fUlj  but  could  not  meet  his  eye.  — 

**Ti8  at  thy  choice P — it  sounded  yet,— 

A  sound  I  never  may  forget. 

—  **  *  Hasti"!  baste !  the  day  draws  on,*  I  erie<i 
*  And  Andrew,  thou  hast  far  to  go  !* — 

'ITatt  far  to  go!*  the  Fiend  replied 

Within  me, — 'twas  not  Andrew — no! 
'Twas  Andrew's  voice  no  paore — 'twas  Hb 
Whose  then  I  was,  and  aye  must  be ! 

—  **  On,  on  we  went ;  ^  the  dreary  plain 
Was  all  around  us — we  were  Here! 

Then  came  the  storm,  —  the  lightning,— rain,-* 

No  earthly  living  thing  was  near, 
Save  one  wild  Raven  on  the  wing, 

—  If  that,  indeed,  were  earthly  thing! 

**  I  heard  its  hoarse  and  screaming  voice 

High  hovering  o'er  my  frenzied  head, 
•'TV*,  Oervate  Matcham^  at  thy  choice! 

But  he  —  the  Boy!*  methought  it  said. 
—Nay,  Andrew,  check  that  vengeful  fh)Wii,— 
I  loved  thee  when  i  struck  thee  down ! 

»»*♦♦• 
<*  'Twas  done !  the  deed  that  damns  me — done 

I  know  not  how — I  never  knew;  — 
And  Here  I  stood — but  not  alone, — 

The  prostrate  Boy  my  madness  slew. 
Was  by  my  side  — limb,  feature,  name, 
'Twas  Hi !  ^—  another— yet  the  samel 
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**  Awii J  i  away !  in  frantic  haste 

Throughout  that  live-long  night  I  flow—- 
Away !  away !  ^  across  the  waste,  — 
I  know  not  how —  1  never  knew. — 
My  mind  was  one  wild  blank  —  and  I 
Had  but  one  thought,  —  one  hope  —  to  fly  I 

**  And  still  the  lightning  plough'd  the  ground. 
The  thunder  roar*d  —  and  there  would  come 

Amidst  its  loudest  bursts  a  sound 
Familiar  once  —  it  was  —  A  DRUM  1  — 

Then  came  the  morn, — and  light,  —  and  then 

Streets,  —  houses,  —  spires,  —  the  hum  of  men 

••  And  Ocean  rolFd  before  me — fain 

Would  I  have  whelmed  me  in  its  tide, 
At  once  beneath  the  billowy  main 

My  shame,  my  guilt,  my  crime  to  hide ; 
But  Hs  was  there! r— He  orossM  my  track,— 

I  dared  not  pass  —  He  waved  me  back ! 

<*  And  then  rude  hands  detained  me  —  sure 

Justice  had  grasp'd  her  victim  —  no ! 
Though  powerless,  hopeless,  bound,  secure, 

A  captive  thrall,  it  was  not  so ; 
They  cry  *  The  Frenchman's  on  the  wave  I' 
The  press  was  hot — and  I  a  slave. 

«*They  dragged  me  o'er  the  vessel's  side; 

The  world  of  waters  roll'd  below ; 
The  gallant  ship  in  all  her  pride 

Of  dreadful  beauty  sought  her  foe ; 
— Thou  saw'st  me,  William,  in  the  strife— 
Alack  I  I  bore  a  charmed  life ; 

« In  vain  the  bullets  round  me  fly. 

In  vain  mine  eager  breast  1 1  bare ; 
Death  shuns  the  wretch  who  longs  to  <ll% 
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And  every  sword  falls  edgeless  there  I 
Still  IIx  is  near;  —  ivnd  seems  to  cry. 
*  Not  here,  nor  thus,  may  Matcbam  die !' — 

'*  Thou  saw'st  me  on  that  fearful  day. 

When,  fmitless  all  attempts  to  save, 
Our  pinnace  foundering  in  the  bay, 

The  boat's-crew  met  a  watery  grave, — 
All,  all  —  save  omk — the  ravenous  sea 
That  swallow'd  all — rejected  Ms! 

'*  And  now,  when  fifteen  suns  have  each 

Fulfilled  in  turn  its  circling  year, 
Thrown  back  again  on  England's  beach, 

Our  bark  paid  off — He  drives  me  Here  I 
I  could  not  die  in  flood  or  fight — 
Hb  drives  me  hsbb  1 1" — 

**And  sarve  you  right! 

*'  What !  bilk  your  Commander  I  —  desart — and  then  rob ! 
And  go  scuttling  a  poor  little  Drummer-boy's  nob ; 
Why,  my  precious  eyes !  what  a  bloodthirsty  swab  1  — 
There's  old  Davy  Jones, 
Who  cracks  Sailors'  bones 
For  his  jaw-work,  would  never,  I  'm  sure,  s  'elp  me  Bob, 
Have  come  for  to  go  for  to  do  sich  a  job ! 
Hark  ye.  Waters,  —  or  Matcham,  —  whichever 's  your  p\jwsr- 

name, 
—  T'other,  your  own,  is,  I'm  sartain,  the  worser  name, — 
Twelve  years  have  we  lived  on  like  brother  and  brother !  -  . 
Kow — your  course  lays  one  way,  and  mine  lays  another  I 

"  No,  William,  it  may  not  be  so ; 

Blood  calls  for  blood !  —  'tis  Heaven's  decree! 
And  thou  with  me  this  night  must  go, 

And  give  me  to  the  gallows-tree ! 
Ha  I  —  see  —  He  smiles  —  He  points  the  way  I 
On,  William,  on  I — no  more  delay !" 
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Now  Bill,  —  80  the  story  m  told  to  me,  goes, 

And  who,  as  his  last  speech  sufficiently  shows, 

Was  a  **reguhir  tramp," — did  not  like  to  "turn  Nose  ;*• 

But  then  came  a  thunder-clap  louder  than  any 

Of  those  that  preceded,  though  they  were  so  many ; 

And  hark !  —  as  its  rumblings  subside  in  a  hum, 

What  sound  mingles  too ?—  "  By  the  hokey  —  A  Drum  1 1" 


I  remember  I  once  heard  my  Grandfather  say, 
That  some  sixty  years  since  he  was  going  that  way. 

When  they  show'd  him  the  spot 

Where  the  gibbet  —  was  not  ^ 
On  which  Matoham*s  corse  had  been  hung  up  to  rot ; 
It  had  fall'n  down  —  but  how  long  before,  he'd  forgot; 
And  they  told  him,  I  think,  at  the  Bear  in  Deviies, 
The  town  where  the  Sessions  are  held,  —  or  the  'Siits, 

That  Matcham  confess'd. 

And  made  a  clean  breast 
To  the  May'r;  but  that  after  he  'd  had  a  night's  rest. 
And  the  storm  had  subsided,  he  "pooh-pooh'd  "  his  friend, 
Swearing  all  was  a  lie  from  beginning  to  end ; 

Said  "he'd  only  been  drunk  — 

That  his  spirits  had  sunk 

At  the  thunder  —  the  storm  put  him  into  a  funk, 

That,  in  fact,  he  had  nothing  at  all  on  his  conscience. 

And  found  out,  in  short,  he'd  been  talking  great  nonsenht^"*- 

But  now  one  Mr.  Jones 

Comes  forth  and  depones 
That,  fifteen  years  since,  he  had  heard  certain  groans 
Oil  his  way  to  Stone  ITenge  (to  examine  the  atones 
Described  in  a  work  of  the  late  Sir  John  Soane's,) 

That  he'd  follow'd  the  moans, 

And,  led  by  their  tones, 
Found  a  Rayen  a-picking  a  I>rumroer.boy'«  bones  I  — 
16 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


182  A    LEGEND  OF   SALISBURY   FLAIM. 

—  Then  the  Colonel  wrote  word 
From  tbo  King's  Forty-third, 
That  tbo  story  was  certainly  true  which  they  'd  hoard, 

For,  that  one  of  their  drummers,  and  one  Sergeant  Matcham, 
Had  "  bnish'd  with  the  dibs,"  and  they  never  could  oatch  'em. 
8u  Justice  was  sure,  though  a  long  time  she  *d  lagged. 
And  the  Sergeant,  in  spite  of  his  *'  Gamaao,'*  got  «*scraggM ;" 

And  people  nverr'd 

That  an  ugly  blaclc  bird, 
The  RaTen,  'twas  hinted,  of  Tvhom  we  hare  heard. 
Though  the  story,  I  own,  appears  rather  absurd, 
1^'as  seen  (Genrase  Matcham  not  being  interr*d), 
To  roost  all  that  night  on  the  murderer's  gibbet ; 
An  odd  thing,  if  so,  and  it  may  be  a  fib  —  it. 
However 's  a  thing  Nature's  laws  don't  prohibit. 
—  Next  morning  they  add,  that  <*  black  gentleman  "  flies  out. 
Having  pick'd  Matcham's  nose  off,  and  gobbled  his  eyes  oat ! 


MOBAL. 

Avit  au  Voyageur, 
tmpnmit. 

If  you  contemplate  walking  o'er  Salisbury  Plain, 
Consult  Mr.  Murphy,  or  Moore,  and  refrain 
From  selecting  a  day  when  it 's  likely  to  rain ! 


2^. 


When  traveling,  don't  "flash" 
Your  notes  or  your  cash 
Before  other  people — it's  foolish  and  rash! 

At  dinner  be  cautious,  and  note  well  your  party :  — 
There 's  little  to  dread  where  the  appetite's  hearty, — 
But  mind  and  look  well  to  your  purse  and  your  throtUet 
When  you  see  a  man  shirking,  and  passicg  his  bottle' 
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If  you  clinnco  to  be  needy, 

Your  co.it  and  hat  seedy, 
In  war-t*mc  especiftlly  never  go  out 
When  you've  reason  to  think  there's  a  press-gang  nbout! 

Don't  chatter,  nor  tell  people  all  ikat  you  think, 
Nor  blab  secrets, — especially  when  j-ou're  in  drink,— 
But,  keep  your  own  counsel  in  all  that  you  do ! 
— Or  a  Counsel  may,  some  day  or  other,  keep  yoa. 

Discard  superstition ! — and  don't  take  a  post. 

If  you  happen  to  see  one  at  night,  for  a  Ghost ! 

—  Last  of  all,  if  by  choice  or  convenience,  you  're  Ud, 

To  cut  %  man's  throat,  or  demolish  his  head, 

Don't  do't  in  a  thunder-storm — wnit  for  the  summer! 

And  mind,  above  all  things,  the  Man  's  not  a  Drummer  1 1 


Among  a  bundle  of  letters  I  find  one  from  Suckle- 
thumbkio,  dated  from  London,  and  containing  bis  ver- 
sion of  perhaps  the  greatest  theatrical  Civil  War  since 
the  celebrated  "  0.  P.  row."  As  the  circumstances 
are  now  become  matter  of  history,  and  poor  Doldrum 
himself  has  been,  alus !  for  some  time  the  denizen  of  a 
far  different  "House/'  I  have  ventured  to  preserve  it.. 
Porhnps  it  maj  be  unnecessary  to  add,  that  my  Honoura- 
ble friend  has  of  lute  taken  to  Poetry  and  goes  without 
his  cravat. 
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A   LEGEND   OF  THE   HATMARKET. 

Umnibiu  hoc  yitium  cantoribos.— Hok. 

DoL-DBUM  the  Manager  sits  in  his  chair, 
With  a  gloomy  brow  and  dissatisfied  air, 
And  be  says  as  he  slaps  his  hand  on  his  knee, 
'<I'll  have  nothing  to  do  with  Fiddle-de-dee  T' 

— **  But  Fiddle-de-dee  sings  clear  and  loud. 

And  his  triUs  and  his  quavers  astonish  the  crowd ; 

Such  a  singer  as  he 

You'll  nowhere  see 
They  'U  all  be  screaming  for  Fiddle-de-dee !" 

—**  Though  Fiddle-de-dee  sings  loud  and  clear. 
And  his  tones  are  sweet,  yet  his  terms  are  dear  I 

The  *  glove  won't  fit  !* 

The  deuce  a  bit 
I  shall  give  an  engagement  to  Fal-de-ral-tit!" 

The  Prompter  bow'd,  and  he  went  to  his  stall, 
And  the  green-baize  rose  at  the  Prompter's  call. 
And  I^al-de-ral-tit  sang  fol-dc-rol-lol ; 

But,  scarce  had  he  done 

When  a  "row"  begun, 
Such  a  noise  was  never  heard  under  the  sun. 

"  Fiddle-dc-dce !  — 

— Where  is  he? 
He's  the  Artiste  whom  we  all  want  to  see! — 

Dol-drum !  —  Dol-dnim !  — 

Bid  the  Manager  come  I 
It 's  a  scandalous  thing  to  exact  such  a  sum 
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For  boxes  and  gallery,  stalls  and  pit, 
And  then  fob  us  off  with  a  Fal-de-ral-tit !" 

Deuce  a  bit! 

We'll  never  submit! 
Vive  Fiddle-de-dee!  d  bat  Fal-de-ral-tit !»' 
Dol-drum  the  Manager  rose  from  his  chair, 
With  a  gloomy  brow  and  dissatisfied  air; 

But  he  smoothed  his  brow, 

As  he  well  knew  how. 
Ami  he  walk'd  on,  and  made  a  most  elegant  bow. 
And  he  paused,  and  he  smiled,  and  adyanced  to  the  h&  hts. 
In  his  opera  hat,  and  his  opera- tights ; 
'*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,"  then  said  he, 
»*  Pray  what  may  you  please  to  want  with  nic  'f " 

"  Fiddle-de-dee !  — 

Fiddle^e-dee!" 
Folks  of  all  sorts  and  of  every  degree, 
Snob,  and  Snip,  and  haughty  Qrandee, 
Duchesses,  Countesses,  fresh  from  their  tea, 
And  Shopmen,  who  'd  only  come  there  for  a  spree, 
Halloo'd,  and  hooted,  and  roar'd  with  glee 

"Fiddle-de-dee!  — 

None  but  He!  — 
Subscribe  to  his  terms,  whatever  they  be  I  — 
Agree,  agree,  or  you  '11  very  soon  see 
In  a  brace  of  shakes  we  '11  get  up  an  0.  P.  I" 

Dol-drum  the  Manager,  fuH  of  care. 
With  a  gloomy  brow  and  dissatisfied  air. 

Looks  distrest. 

And  he  bows  his  best 
And  he  puts  his  right  hand  on  the  side  of  hi&  hrea«'i. 

And  he  says, —  says  he, 

"We  can't  agree: 
His  terms  are  a  vast  deal  too  high  for  me  — 
16* 
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There 's  the  rent,  und  the  rate?,  and  the  sesse^,  and  fixes  • 
(  can't  afford  Fiddle-de-dee  what  he  nxet. 

If  you  '11  only  permit 

Fal-de-ral-tit * 

The  "Generous  Public"  cried  **  Deuce  a  bit  I 

Bol-drum !  —  Dol-drum !  — 

We'll  none  of  us  come. 
ft's  *NoGo!*— it's  •Gammon!'— it's  'alia  Hum:'- 

You  're  a  miserly  Jew  I  — 

•  Cock-a-doodlc-doo !' 
He  donU  ask  too  much,  as  you  know — so  you  do — 
It 's  a  shame  —  it 's  a  sin  —  it 's  really  too  bad  — 
You  ought  to  be  'shamed  of  yourself — so  you  had!** 

Dol-drum  the  Manager  never  before 

In  his  life-time  had  heard  such  a  wild  uproar. 

Dol-drum  the  Manager  turn'd  to  flee ; 

But  he  says — says  he, 

^*  Mort  de  in  a  vie! 
I  shall  nevare  engage  vid  dnt  Fiddle-de-dee!** 
Then  all  the  gentlefolks  flew  in  a  rage, 
And  they  jump'd  from  the  Omnibus  on  to  the  stage. 
Lord,  Squires,  and  Knights,  they  came  down  to  the  1ight« 
In  their  opera-hats,  and  their  opera-tights. 

Ma'am'sclle  Cherrytoes 

Shook  to  her  very  toes. 
She  couldn't  hop  on,  so  hopp'd  off  on  her  merry  toes. 
And  the  "evening  concluded"  with  "Three  times  thiaol** 
"  Hip— hip !  —  hurrah !  for  Fiddle-de-dee !" 

Dol-drum  the  Manager,  full  of  care. 
With  a  troubled  brow  and  dissatisfied  air, 

Saddest  of  men, 

Sat  down,  and  then 
Took  from  his  table  a  Perryan  pen. 
And  he  wrote  to  the  "  News," 
How  Mac  Fuie  and  Tregooxe, 
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Lord  Tomnoddy,  Sir  Carnnby  Jenks  of  the  Blues, 
And  the  whole  of  their  tail,  and  the  Heparate  crews 
Of  the  Tagd  and  the  Rag^,  and  the  No-one-knowb-whos, 
Ilad  cjmbined  Monsieur  Fal-de-ral-tit  to  abu»e, 

And  make  Dol-drum  agree 

With  Fiddle-de-dee, 
Who  was  not  a  bit  better  singer  than  he. 
—  Dol-drum  declared  **  he  never  could  pee, 
For  the  life  of  him,  yet,  why  Fiddle-de-dee, 

Who  in  B  flat,  or  C, 

Or  whatever  the  key 
Could  never  at  any  time  get  below  G, 
Should  eipect  a  fee  the  same  in  degree 
As  the  great  Burlybumbo  who  sings  double  D." 
Then  slyly  he  added  a  little  N.B. 
"  If  they  'd  have  him  in  Paris  he  *d  not  come  to  me! 

The  Manager  rings, 

And  the  Prompter  springs 
To  his  side  in  a  jiffy,  and  with  him  he  brings 
A  set  of  those  odd-looking  envelope  things. 
Where  Brittania  (who  seems  to  be  crucified.)  flings 
To  her  right  and  her  left,  funny  people  with  wings 
Amongst  Elephants,  Quakers,  and  Catabaw  Kings; 

And  a  taper  and  wai, 

And  small  Queen's  heads  in  packs. 
Which,  when  notes  are  too  big,  you're  to  stick  on  U.£ir  backs. 
Dol-drum  the  Manager  seal'd  with  care 
The  letter  and  copies  he'd  written  so  fair, 
And  sat  himself  down  with  a  satisfied  air; 

Without  delay 

He  sent  them  away, 
In  time  to  appear  in  **our  columns'*  neit  day/ 

Dol-drum  the  Manager,  full  of  care, 

Walk'd  on  to  the  stage  with  an  anxious  air, 

And  peep'd  through  the  curtain  to  see  who  were  there. 
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There  was  Mac  Fuze, 

And  Lieutenant  Tregoozc, 
And  there  was  Sir  Carnaby  Jenks  of  the  blues, 
And  the  Tags,  and  tlie  Rags,  and  the  No-ono-knows-whoa ; 
And  the  green-baize  rose  at  the  Promptei''s  cull. 
And  they  all  began  to  hoot,  bellow,  and  bawl, 
And  cry  **Cock-a-doodle,"  and  scream,  and  squall 

"  Dol-drum  I  —  Dol-drum !  — 

Bid  the  Manager  come!" 

Yon'd  have  thought  from  the  tones 

Of  their  hisses  and  groans, 
They  were  bent  upon  breaking  his  (Opera)  bones. 
And  Dol-drum  comes,  and  he  says  —  says  he, 
**  Pray  what  may  you  please  to  want  with  me  V*  — 

"  Fiddle-de-dee !  — 
Fiddle-de-dee !  — 
We  'U  have  nobody  give  us  tol  fa  but  He ! 
For  he 's  the  ArtitU  whom  we  all  want  to  see.** 

— Manager  Dol-drum  says  —  says  he  — 

(And  he  looks  like  an  owl  in  **  a  hollow  beecb-tree") 

«*Well,  since  I  see 

The  thing  must  be, 
111  sign  an  agreement  with  Fiddle-de-dee!" 

Then  Mac  Fuze,  and  Tregooze, 

And  Jenks  of  the  Blues, 
And  the  Tags,  and  the  Rags,  and  the  No-one-knows-who* 
Extremely  delighted  to  hear  such  good  news, 
Desist  from  their  shrill  **Cock-a-doodle-doo8." 

**Vive  Fiddle-de-dee  I 
Dol-drum  and  He! 
They  are  jolly  good  fellows  as  ever  need  be ! 
And  so's  Burlybumbo,  who  sings  double  DI 
And  whenever  they  sing,  why,  we  '11  all  come  an  J  seo  !** 

So,  after  all 

This  terribb  squall. 
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Fiddle-de-doe 

*8  at  the  top  of  the  tree, 
Kiid  Dol-dmm  and  Fal-dc-ral-tit  8ing  small! 
Now  Fiddle-de-dee  sinjfs  loud  and  clear 
At  I  can't  tell  you  how  many  thousands  a-yonr, 
And  Fal-do-ral-tit  is  considered  "Small  Beer;" 

And  Ma'am'selle  Cherrytoes 

Sports  her  merry  toes. 
Dancing  away  to  the  fiddles  and  flutes, 
In  what  the  folks  call  a  **  Lithuanian"  in  boota. 

So  here's  an  end  to  my  one,  two,  and  three ; 
And  bless  the  Queen — ^and  long  Hto  She  I 
And  grant  that  there  never  again  may  be 
Such  a  haUiballo  as  we  've  happened  to  see 
About  nothing  on  earth  but  '» Fiddle-de-dee !" 


We  come  now  to  the  rummaging  of  Father  John's 
stores.  The  extracts  which  I  shall  submit  from  them 
are  of  the  same  character  as  those  formerly  derived  from 
the  same  source,  and  may  be  considered  as  theologicu- 
bitftorical,  or  Tracts  for  his  times. 

With  respect  to  the  first  legend  on  this  list,  I  have  to 
remark,  that,  though  the  good  Father  is  silent  on  the 
subject,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  'Mittle 
curly-wigged "  gentleman,  who  plays,  though  passively, 
so  prominent  a  part  in  it,  had  Ingoldsby  blood  in  his 
veins.  This  conjecture  is  supported  by  the  fact  of  the 
arms  of  Scroope,  impaling  Ingoldsby,  being  found,  as  in 
the  Bray  case,  in  one  of  the  windows,  and  by  a  very  old 
marriage-settlement  nearly,  or  quite,  illegible,  a  fac-simile 
of  the  seal  affixed  to  which  is  appended  to  this  true 
history. 
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OR, 

THE  DEVIL'S  DINNER-PARTY. 
A    LEGEND   OF   THE   NORTH    COUNTUEK. 

Nobtlii  quidsm,  cui  nomen  Mnnsr.  Ltserop,  Chivaltr,  cnm  inTiinmct  o.  ^ 
vivaR,  et,  horn  roiivivii  jam  inxtanto  vt  npparntu  facto.  8|M3  frui^tnituff  cwwc* 
•xcoKantibufB  .«e  ounvivix  cur  hod  conipnrent,  proruplt  iratun  in  hav  v«rhA. 
*'  Vnniant  iffitur  omnet  dtrmones.  si  mill  us  hominum  mecum  <fsepoU4t!^ 
•  •*•••««• 

Quod  cum  flervt.  ct  DominuK.  ct  famuli,  et  ancillae,  a  domo  propcrnnt«», 
fnrt«  oblili.  infiinlem  in  cuni^  jnrenteai  Mcum  non  HUfi>runt.  DiPmon«« 
incipiunt  couie.Mnri  «t  Tocifernri.  pro^picoreque  per  fenetitraii  fi>rml«  urrarum* 
luporum,  fcliuiu,  ct  inou^trare  pocula  vido  repleta.  ji/u  iuquit  pnler,  u^H 
infans  mens  t  Vix  cum  hoec  dixis«et,  unu^  vx  Dseuionibus  ulnis  «uiti  iufanlsai 
■d  ftiiiestrnm  gc^tat.  4c.  —  Chronicnn  de  Bolton. 

It  '8  in  Bolton  Hall,  and  the  clock  strikes  One, 
And  the  roa»t  meat 's  brown  and  the  boil'd  meat  *8  done. 
And  the  barbecu'd  sucking-pig  *s  crisp'd  to  a  turn. 
And  the  pancakes  are  fried,  and  beginning  to  burn ; 

The  fat  stubble-goose 

Swims  in  gravy  and  juice, 
With  the  mustard  and  apple-sauce  ready  for  use ; 
Fish,  flesh,  and  fowl,  and  all  of  the  best. 
Want  nothing  but  eating  —  they're  rll  ready  drest. 
But  where  is  the  Host,  and  where  is  the  Guest? 

Pantler  and  serving-man,  henchman  and  page, 
BUnd  sniffing  the  duck-stuffing  (onion  and  sage), 

And  the  scullions  and  cooks, 

With  fidgety  looks. 
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Are  gnimbling  and  maturing,  and  scowling  as  black 
Ab  cooks  always  do  when  the  dinner  *8  put  back : 
For  tliough  the  board's  dcckt,  and  the  napery,  fair 
Ab  the  unsunn'd  snow-flake,  is  spread  out  with  care» 
And  the  Dais  is  furnisird  with  stool  and  with  chair. 
And  plate  otorfiverie  costly  and  rare, 
Apostle-spoons,  salt-cellar,  all  are  there, 

And  Mess  John  in  his  place. 

With  his  rubicund  face, 
And  his  hands  ready  folded,  prepared  to  say  Grace. 
Yet  where  is  the  Host?  —  and  his  convives^ where? 

The  Scroope  sits  lonely  in  Bolton  Hall, 

And  he  watches  the  dial  that  hangs  by  the  wall. 

He  watches  the  large  hand,  he  watches  the  small, 

And  he  fidgets  and  looks 

As  cross  as  the  cook«», 
And  he  utters  —  a  word  which  we  '11  soften  to  "  Zooks !" 
And  he  cries.  "  What  on  earth  has  become  of  them  all  ?"— 

What  can  delay 

De  Vftux  and  De  Saye? 
What  makes  Sir  Gilbert  de  Unifraville  stay? 
What's  gone  with  Poyntz,  and  Sir  Reginald  Braye? 
Why  are  Ralph  Ufford  and  Marny  away? 
And  De  Nokes  and  De  Styles,  and  Lord  Afarmaduke  Grey  * 

And  De  Roe? 

And  De  Doe?— 
Piynings,  and  Vavasour  —  where  be  they? 
Fitx-Walter,  Fitz-0:*bcrt,  Fitz-Hugh.  and  Fitz-John, 
And  the  MaiidevillG?,  ji^re  et  fi'ft  (father  and  son)  ? 
Their  cards  said  *  Dinner  precisely  at  One  I* 

There's  nothing  I  hate,  iu 

Tne  worlil  like  waiting! 
It's  a  monstrous  great  bore,  when  a  Gentleman  feetv 
A  good  appetite,  thus  to  be  kept  from  his  meals  t" 
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Jt  'fl  in  Bolton  Hall  and  the  clock  strikes  Two  ! 
And  the  ocuIUons  and  cooks  are  themsclTCi$  in  '*a  stew," 
And  the  kitchen-maids  stand,  and  don't  know  what  to  do. 
For  the  rich  plum-puddings  arc  bursting  tlicir  bags, 
And  the  mutton  and  turnips  are  boiling  to  rags. 

And  the  lish  is  all  (tpoil'd. 

And  the  butter's  all  uil'd, 
And  the  soup 's  got  cold  in  the  silver  tureen, 
And  there 's  nothing,  in  short,  that  is  fit  to  be  seen  I 
Mobile  Sir  Ouj  Le  Scroope  continues  to  fume. 
And  to  fret  by  himself  in  the  tapestried  room. 

And  still  iidgets,  and  looks 

More  cross  than  the  cooks, 
And  repeats  that  bad  word,  which  we're  softenM  to  •'Zooksi'' 

Two  o'clock's  come,  and  Two  o'clock's  gone. 

And  the  large  and  the  small  hands  move  steadily  on. 

Still  nobody's  there. 

No  De  Roos,  or  De  Clare, 
To  taste  of  the  Scroope's  most  delicate  fare. 
Or  to  quaff  off  a  health  unto  Bolton's  Heir, 
That  nice  little  boy  who  sits  there  in  his  chair. 
Some  four  years  old,  and  a  few  months  to  spare. 
With  his  laughing  blue  eyes,  and  his  long  curly  hair. 
Now  trucking  his  thumb,  and  now  munching  his  pear. 

Again,  Sir  Guy  the  silence  broke, 
**  It 's  hard  upon  Three  ! — ^it 's  just  on  the  stroke ! 
Come,  serve  up  the  dinner! — A  joke  is  a  joke  I" — 
Little  he  deems  that  Stephen  de  Hoaques,* 

•  For  a  taW  aooount  of  tliU  faoetioui  "  Chivahr,*"  tM  the  1at«  (Ob !  tlMt 
we  shoald  hare  to  say  "  lute  ''I)  Tbeodoro  Hook's  *■'  Hbtory  of  th<*il]ustrlou« 
Commoners  of  Gruat  Britain."  a5  quoted  in  the  Menioim  of  John  Bragg 
&q.,  page  344  of  the  7&th  Tolume  of  the  Standnrd  Novelx.  In  the  third 
yolumeol  Sir  Harris  NicolnB^s  elahorate  account  of  the  Scroope  andCro«Tenor 
eontrorersy,  oommonly  called  the  ''Scroope  Roll,"  a  Stephen  de  Uoques* 
Kcayer,  id  def nibcd  aji  giving  hi«  testimony  on  the  QrotTenor  sl«le.->  Ftclr 
page  247. 
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Who  "hi»  fun,"  as  the  Vftnkecssay,  everywhere  "pokes," 

AnJ  is  always  a  great  deal  too  fond  of  his  jokes. 

Has  written  a  circular  note  to  De  Nokes, 

And  De  Stiles,  ami  De  Roe,  and  the  rest  of  the  folks, 

One  and  all, 

Great  and  small. 
Who  were  a^k'd  to  the  Hall 
To  dine  there  and  sup,  and  wind  up  with  a  ball. 
And  had  told  all  the  party  a  great  bouncing  lie,  he 
Cook'd  up,  that  *^  the  fete  was  postponed  tine  dU^ 
The  dear  little  curly-wig'd  heir  of  Le  Scroope, 
Being  taken  alarmingly  ill  with  the  croup !" 

When  the  clock  struck  Three, 

And  the  Page  on  his  knee 
Said  **An't  please  you,  Sir  Guy  Le  Scroope,  On  a  tervi!** 
And  the  Knight  found  the  banquet  hall  empty, 

AVith  nobody  near 

To  partake  of  his  cheer, 
He  stanip'd,  and  he  storm'd  —  then  his  language!  — Oh  dear! 
*Twas  awful  to  sec,  and  'twas  awful  to  hear! 
And  he  ciied  to  the  button-deck'd  Page  at  his  knee, 
Who  had  toM  him  so  civilly  **  0«  a  «<tw," 
'*Ten  thousand  fiends  seize  them,  wherever  they  be! 
•^The  Devil  take  them!  and  the  Devil  take  thee! 
And  the  Devii.  mat  eat  up  tub  dikner  for  me!  !" 

In  a  terrible  fume 

He  bounced  out  of  the  room. 
Ho  bounced  out  of  the  house — and  page,  footman,  and  jrrooni 
Bounced  after  their  master :  for  scarce  had  they  heard 
Of  this  left-handed  Grace  the  last  finishing  word, 
Ere  the  horn  at  the  gate  of  the  Barbican  tower. 
Was  blowi»  with  a  loud  twenty-trumpeter  power. 

And  in  rush'd  a  troop 

Of  strange  guests !  —  such  a  group 
As  had  ne'er  before  darkened  the  door  of  the  Scroope. 
17 
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This  looks  Kko  De  Saye  —  yet  —  it  la  not  Do  Save  — 

And  thiH  is  —  no»  'tis  not — Sir  Reginald  Hray  — 

This  has  somewhat  tho  favour  of  Marmadukc  Qrey  — 

but  stay !  —  Where  on  earth  did  he  gel  those  long  naiis? 

Why,  they're   ciaure! — then  Good  Gracious!  —  they've   all  of 

them  taiis'/ 
Tliat  can't  be  Do  Vans  —  why  his  nose  is  a  bill. 
Or,  I  would  say  a  beak !  —  and  he  can't  keep  it  still  I  — 
U  that  Poyuings  ?  —  Oh  Gemini !  —  look  at  his  feet  I ! 
Why,  they're  nbsohite  hoofs!  is  it  gout  or  his  corns 
That  have  crumpled  them  up  bo?  —  by  Jingo,  he's  horns t 
Hun!  run!  —  There's  Fitz- Walter,  Fitz-IIugh,  and  Fitx-John. 
And  the  Mandevilles,  pi  re  eljila  (father  and  son), 
And  Fitz-Osbert,  and  Utford  —  they've  all  got  them  on! 

Then  their  great  saucer  eyes  — 

It's  the  Father  of  lies 
And  his  Imps  —  run!  run!  run! — they're  all  fiends  in  -i?^^s% 
Who've  partly  a5tsumed,  with  more  sombre  complexions. 
The  forms  of  Sir  Guy  Le  Scroope's  friends  and  connexions. 
And  He  —  at  the  top  there  —  that  grim-looking  elf — 
Run!  run!  —  that's  the  •'muckle-horn'd  Clootie"  himself! 

And  now  what  a  din 

Without  and  within  ! 
For  the  court-yard  is  full  of  them. —  How  they  begin 
To  mop,  and  to  mowe,  and  make  faces,  and  grin ! 

Cock  their  tail?  up  together. 

Like  cows  in  hot  weather. 
And  butt  at  each  other,  all  eating  and  drinking, 
The  viands  and  wine  disappearing  like  winking. 

And  then  such  a  lot 

As  together  had  got! 
Master  Cabbage,  the  Steward,  who'd  mndc  a  n^achine 
To  calculate  with,  and  count  noses, —  T  ween 
Tho  olevcrest  thing  of  the  kind  ever  seen,— 

Declared,  when  he'd  made, 

By  the  sai<l  mnchinc's  aid. 
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Op,  what's  now  call'd,  the  •*  tottle'*  of  those  he  surrey'd. 
There  were  jiit»t  —  how  he  proved  it  I  cannot  diviuv,— 
Xim  thousand^  nine  hundred^  and  ninely^  and  ninei 

KxcluMiTe  of  Him, 

Who,  ipaai  ia  limb, 
And  black  as  the  crow  they  denominate  Jint, 
With  a  tail  like  a  bull,  and  a  head  like  a  bear, 
Staudd  fortli  at  the  window, — and  what  holds  he  there. 

Which  he  hugs  with  such  care, 

And  pokes  out  in  the  air, 
And  grasps  as  its  limbs  from  each  other  he  *d  tear! 

Oh  !  grief  and  despair  I 

I  vow  and  declare 
It's  Le  Scroope's  poor,  dear,  sweet,  little,  curly-wig'd  Heir/ 
Whom  the  nurse  hnd  forgot,  and  left  then>  in  his  chair, 
Alternately  sucking  his  thumb  and  his  pearl 

What  words  can  express 

The  dismay  and  distress 
Of  Sir  Guy,  when  he  found  what  a  terrible  mess 
His  cursing  and  banning  had  got  him  into  ? 
That  words,  which  to  use  arc  a  shame  and  a  sin  too, 
Hud  thus  on  their  speaker  recoird,  and  his  malison 
Placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Devil's  own  **pal "  his  son! — 

He  sobb'd  and  he  sighM, 

And  he  scrcamM,  and  he  cried, 
And  behaved  like  a  man  that  is  mad.  or  in  liquor, — he 
Fore  his  peak*d  beard,  and  he  dashM  off  his  •*  A'icnry,"* 

*  A  p«nik«  m  namH  from  Hn  inventor.  RnWrt  tie  Kos  and  Kudo  Fit» 
Vicuri  were  celebrated  p^rruqnitn^  who  flouri^heii  in  tin*  elcwnth  century. 
The  latter  I0  noticed  m  the  Dattle-Al.ley  roll,  and  is  fwid  to  have  eurleU 
Wiillam  the  Com|uert»r'a  hair  when  dn's»in|(  for  the  ijnttle  of  llnotinini. 
Pujrdale  makes  no  mention  of  him.  but  Camden  na^'n,  that  Ilumfrey,  one  of 
hii  deacendanta.  waa  aunimoniHl  to  Parliament,  '^i  Jan.  26  K<lw.  I.  (1297.)  It 
b  donhtful.  however,  wliether  that  writ  ran  be  doomed  a  retrular  writ  of 
annmona  to  ParUnment,  for  reawna  anip^y  detailed  in  the  «*  Synopf !■  of  the 
Rritiali  IVerace." — (Art.  Fiti-Jobn.)  A  writ  waa  vubitequently  addrcMed  to 
Idm  M  Hum/ry  FUa-Tieari,  Chivrr  8  Jan.  6  Kdw.  II.  (1313),  and  bU  ( 
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StampM  on  the  jasey 

As  though  he  were  crazy. 
And  8tapgcriu;r  about  just  as  if  he  were  "  hazy," 
Ezclaim'd,  *'  Fifty  pounds!"  (a  large  sum  in  those  times,) 
**  To  the  person  whoever  he  may  be,  that  climbs 
To  that  window  above  there,  m  ogive,  and  painted. 
And  bring  down  my  curly-wi' "  here  Sir  Guy  fainted  I 

With  many  a  moan. 

And  many  a  groan, 
What  with  tweaks^f  the  nose,  and  some  eau  de  Colognt, 
He  revived, — Reason  once  more  remounted  her  throne. 
Or  rather  the  instinct  of  Nature, — 'twere  treason 
To  Her,  in  the  Scroope's  case,  perhaps,  to  say  Reason, — 
But  what  saw  he  then  ? — Oh !  my  goodnf^u !  a  sight 
Enough  to  have  banish'd  his  reason  outright!  — 

In  that  broad  banquet  hall 

The  fiends  one  and  all, 
Regardless  of  shriek,  and  of  squeak  and  of  squall, 
From  one  to  another  were  tossing  that  small 
Pretty,  curly-wig'd  boy,  as  if  playing  at  ball : 
Yet  none  of  his  friends  or  his  vassals  might  daro 
To  fly  to  the  rescue,  or  rush  up  the  stair, 
And  bring  down  in  safety  his  curly-wig*d  Heir! 

Well  a  day!     Well  a  day! 

All  he  can  say 
Is  but  just  so  much  trouble  and  time  thrown  away; 
Not  a  man  can  be  tempted  to  join  the  tntUty 
E'en  those  words  cabalistic,  "  I  promise  to  pay 
Fifty  pounds  on  demand,"  have,  for  once,  lost  their  sway 

dnntd  appear  to  have  been  n^gularly  sammoned  a«  ]at«  as  5  nod  0  ^t  Philip 
and  Mary,  1557-8.  Soon  after  which  Peter  FitB-Vlcari  dying,  8.  p.m.  tht* 
Barony  went  into  abeyance  between  bin  two  daughters,  Joan,  married  to 
Ilonry  do  Trueflt  of  Fullbottom,  and  Alice,  wife  of  Roger  Wigmm,  of  Caxoa 
Ilall,  in  Wigton,  oo.Cumb.  Eaq.,  amonv  whose  represent  a  tireF  It  Is  ptmajSAA 
•0  bo  etui  in  abevtoioe. 
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And  there  the  Knight  stands,  • 

Wringing  his  hands 
in  his  agony  —  when  on  a  sudden,  one  ray 
Of  hope  darts  through  his  midriff! — His  Saint! — Oh,  it*8  Ainn/, 

And  almost  absurd, 

That  it  never  occurr'd!  — 
**  Ay !  the  Scroope'a  Patron  Saint! — he*8  the  man  for  my  money  • 
Saint — who  is  it? — really  I'm  sadly  to  blame,— 
On  my  word  I  'm  afraid,  —  I  confess  it  with  shame,  — 
That  I  We  almost  forgot  the  good  Gentleman's  name,  — 
Cut  —  let  me  see — Cotbeard  ?  — no ! —  Cuthbert  I — egad  1 
St.  Cuthbert  of  Bolton!— I'm  right— he's  the  lad! 
Oh  holy  St  Cuthbert,  if  forbears  of  mine — 
Of  myself  I  say  little, — have  knelt  at  your  shrine. 
And  have  lash'd  their  bare  backs,  and — ^no  matter— with  twine 

Oh!  list  to  the  vow 

Which  I  make  to  you  now. 
Only  snatch  my  poor  little  boy  out  of  the  row 
Which  that  Imp 's  kicking  up  with  his  fiendish  bow-wow, 
And  his  head  like  a  bear,  and  his  tail  like  a  cow  I 
Bring  him  back  here  in  safety !  —  perform  but  this  task. 
And  I  '11  give !  —  Oh  I  —  I'll  give  you  whatever  yon  ask  I  — 

There  is  not  a  shrine 

In  the  County  shall  shine 
With  a  brilliancy  half  so  resplendent  as  thine, 
Or  have  so  many  candles,  or  look  half  so  fine !  — 
Haste,  holy  St  Cuthbert,  then, — hasten  in  pity!** — 

— Conceive  his  surprise 

When  a  strange  voice  replies, 
*<It*8  A  bargain! — but,  mind,  sir.  The  best  Spbrmaosti I*' - 
Say,  whose  that  voice? — whose  that  form  by  hia  side. 
That  old,  old,  grey  man,  with  his  beard  long  and  wide. 

In  his  coarse  Palmer's  weeds, 

And  his  cockle  and  beads?  — 
And,  how  did  he  come?— did  he  walk?— did  he  ride? 
Oh  1  none  oould  determine, — oh !  none  could  deoide^ — 
17» 
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The  fact  is,  I  don't  believe  any  one  tried. 

For  while  ev'ry  one  stared,  with  a  dignified  stride. 

And  without  a  word  more, 

He  march'd  on  before, 
Up  a  flight  of  stone-steps,  and  so  tlirough  the  front  door, 
To  the  banqueting-hall,  that  was  on  the  first  floor, 
While  the  fiendish  assembly  were  making  a  rare 
Little  shuttlecock  there  of  the  curly-wig'd  Heir.  — 

—  I  wish,  gentle  Reader,  that  you  could  have  seen 
The  pause  that  ensued  when  he  stepped  in  between. 
With  his  resolute  air,  and  his  dignified  mien, 

And  said,  in  a  tone  most  decided,  though  mild, 

"Comol  —  I'll  trouble  you  just  to  hand  over  that  child  I" 

The  Demoniac  crowd 

In  an  inst'int  seem'd  cow'd; 
Not  one  of  the  crew  volunteer'd  a  reply, 
All  shrunk  from  the  glance  of  that  keen-flasliing  eye, 
Save  one  horrid  Humgruflin,  who  seem'd  by  his  talk. 
And  the  airs  he  assumed,  to  be  Cock  of  the  walk, 
He  quail'd  not  before  it,  but  saucily  mot  it, 
A.nd  as  saucily  said,  **  Don't  you  wish  you  may  get  it?" 
My  goodness !  —  the  look  that  the  old  Palmer  gave ! 
And  his  frown! — 'twas  quite  dreadful  to  witness — "Why,  slaTeS 

You  rascal!"  quoth  he, 

"This  language  to  me  I! 

—  At  once,  Mr.  Nicholas !  down  on  your  knee, 

And  hand  me  that  curly-wig'd  boy !  —  I  command  it — 

Come !  —  none  of  your  nonsense  I  —  you  know  I  won't  stand  it," 

Old  Nicholas  trembled,  —  he  shook  in  his  shoes, 
ind  seem'd  half  inclined,  but  afraid,  to  refuse. 

"Well  Cuthbert,"  said  he, 

"If  so  it  must  be, 
•»-For  you've  had  your  own  way  from  the  first  time  I  kiiew 

ye;— 

Take  your  curly-wig'd  brat,  and  much  good  may  he  do  ye  I 
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Bat  111  haye  in  exchange — "  — here  his  eyeflash'd  with  rage-^ 
** Tliat  chap  with  the  buttons  —  he  yavt  me  the  Page!" 

"Come,  come,"  the  Saint  auswer'd,  "you  very  well  know 
The  yoong  man 's  no  more  his  than  your  own  to  bestow  — 
Touch  one  button  of  his  if  you  dare,  Nick  —  no!  no! 
Cut  your  stick,  sir  —  come,  mizzle! — be  off  with  you! — go  !'— 

The  Devil  grew  hot  — 

"If  I  do  ril  be  shot! 
An  you  come  to  that,  Cuthbert,  TU  tell  you  what's  what; 
Ho  has  iuktd  us  to  dine  here,  and  go  we  will  not ! 

Why  you  Skinflint,— at  least 

Yon  may  leave  us  the  feast! 
Here  we  *ve  come  all  that  way  from  our  brimstone  abode, 
Ten  million  good  leagues.  Sir,  as  ever  you  strode, 
And  the  deuce  of  a  luncheon  we  *ve  had  on  the  road  —  . 
— » Go !' — *  Mizzle  !*  indeed  —  Mr.  Saint,  who  are  you, 
I  should  like  to  know  ?— *  Go  !*— I  '11  be  hang'd  if  I  do ! 
He  invited  us  all — we've  a  right  here — it's  known 
That  a  Baron  may  do  what  he  like^v  with  his  own  — 
Here,  Asmodcus  —  a  slice  of  that  beef;  —  now  the  mustard .  — 
What  have  you  got?  —  oh,  apple-pie  —  try  it  with  custard!" 

The  Saint  made  a  pause 

As  uncertain,  because 
He  knew  Nick  is  pretty  well  "  up"  in  the  laws. 
And  they  might  be  on  kie  side  —  and  then,  he'd  such  claws! 
On  the  whole,  it  was  better,  he  thought,  to  retire 
With  the  curly-wig'd  boy  he  'd  pick'd  out  of  the  fire, 
And  give  up  the  victuals  —  to  retrace  his  path. 
And  to  compromise  —  (spite  of  the  Member  for  Bath). 

So  to  Old  Nick's  appeal, 

As  he  tum'd  on  his  heel, 
He  replied,  "  Well,  I  '11  leave  you  the  mutton  and  venl. 
And  the  aoup  H  la  Reinty  and  the  sauce  BeehameL 
As  the  Scroope  did  invite  you  to  dinner,  I  feel 
t  oan't  well  turn  you  out — 'twould  be  hardly  genteel — 
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Bat  be  moderate,  pray, — and  remember  thas  mach, 
Since  you  Ve  treated  as  OenUemen,  show  yoorselree  «ueh. 

And  don't  make  it  late, 

Bat  mind  and  go  straight 
Home  to  bed  when  yoa'ye  finished  —  and  don't  steal  the  plate  1 
Nor  wrench  off  the  knocker  or  bell  from  the  gate. 
Walk  away,  like  respectable  Bevils,  in  peace. 
And  don't  *lark'  with  the  watch,  or  annoy  the  police*" 

Having  thas  said  his  say, 

That  Palmer  grey 
Took  ap  little  Le  Scroope,  and  walk'd  coolly  away. 
While  the  Bemons  all  set  up  a  ^*  Hip  I  hip !  harray !" 
Then  fell,  tooth  and  claw,  on  the  victuals,  as  they 
Had  been  guests  at  Quildhall  upon  Lord  Mayor's  day, 
All  scrambling  and  scufiling  for  what  was  before  'em. 
No  care  for  precedence  or  common  decoram. 

Few  ate  more  hearty 

Than  Madame  Astarte, 
And  Hecate, — consider'd  the  Belles  of  the  party. 
Between  them  was  seated  Leviathan,  eager 
To  "do  the  polite,"  and  take  wine  with  Belphegor; 
Here  was  MorbUu  (a  French  devil),  sapping  soup-meagre. 
And  there,  munching  leeks,  Bavy  Jones  of  Tredegar 
(A  Welsh  one),  who'd  left  the  domains  of  Ap  Morgan, 
To  **  follow  the  sea," — and  next  him  Bemogorgon, — 
Then  Pan  with  his  pipes,  and  Fauna  grinding  the  organ 
To  Mammon  and  Belial,  and  half  a  score  dancers. 
Who'd  join'd  with  Medusa  to  get  up  "the  Lancers;" 
—  Here's  Lucifer  lying  blind  drunk  with  Scotch  ale. 
While  Beelzebub's  tying  huge  knots  in  his  tail. 
There 's  Setebos,  storming  because  Mephistopheles 

Gave  him  the  lie, 

«« Swd  he  *d  «•  bhicken  his  eye," 
And  dash'd  in  his  face  a  whole  cup  of  hot  coffee-lees ;  — 

Ramping,  and  roaring, 

Hiccoaghing.  saorinj^ 
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Neyer  was  seen  sach  a  riot  before  in 

A  gentleman's  house,  or  8ach  profligate  reTelling 

At  any  soirSe — where  tliey  don't  let  the  Deyil  in. 

Hark!  —  as  sure  as  fate 

The  clock's  striking  Eight  I 
(An  hour  which  our  ancestors  called  "getting  late/') 
When  Nick,  who  hy  this  time  was  rather  elate, 
Rose  up  and  address'd  them. 

« 'Tis  full  time,"  he  said, 
*'  For  all  elderly  Beyils  to  be  in  their  bed; 
For  mj  own  part  I  mean  to  be  jogging,  because 
I  don't  find  myself  now  quite  so  young  as  i  was ; 
But,  Gentlemen,  ere  I  depart  from  my  post, 
I  must  call  on  you  all  for  one  bumper — the  tousl 
Which  I  have  to  propose  is, — Our  Ezcellsnt  Host! 
—  Many  thanks  for  his  kind  hospitality — may 

We  also  be  able, 

To  see  at  our  table 
Himself,  and  enjoy,  in  a  family  way, 
His  good  company  down  ttair*  at  no  distant  day  I 
You'd 

I'm  sure  think  me  rude 

If  I  did  not  include 
In  the  toast  my  young  friend  there,  the  curly-wig'd  Heir. 
He's  in  very  good  hands,  for  you're  all  well  aware 
That  St  Cuthbert  has  taken  him  under  his  care ; 

Though  I  must  not  say  *  bless,* — 

— Why  you'll  easily  guess, — 
May  our  Curly-wig'd  Friend's  shadow  never  be  less  1" 
Nick  took  oflf  his  heel-taps  —  bow'd  —  smiled — with  an  air 
Most  graciously  grim, — and  Yscated  the  chair, — 

Of  course  the  Hite 

Roue  at  once  on  their  feet. 
And  foOow'd  their  leader,  and  beat  a  retreat ; 
Whan  a  sky-larking  Imp  took  the  Freaident'B  Beat» 
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And,  requesting  that  each  would  replenish  his  cup, 
Said,  "  Whera  we  have  dined,  my  boys,  there  let  us  sup ! 
—It  was  three  in  the  morning  before  they  broke  up ! ! ! 


I  scarcely  need  say 

Sir  Guy  didn't  delay 
To  fulfil  his  vow  made  to  St  Cathbsrt,  or  pay 
For  the  candles  he  'd  promip^d,  or  make  light  oa  day 
The  shrine  he  assured  him  he  *d  render  so  gay. 
In  fact,  when  the  votaries  came  there  to  pray. 
All  gaid  there  was  nought  to  compare  with  it — nay, 

For  fear  that  the  Abbey 

Might  think  he  was  shabby, 
Four  Brethren  thenceforward,  two  cleric,  two  lay. 
He  ordain'd  should  take  charge  of  a  new-founded  chantry. 
With  six  marcs  apiece,  and  some  claims  on  the  pantry ; 

In  short,  the  whole  County 

Declared,  through  his  bounty 
The  Abbey  of  Bolton  exhibited  fresh  scenes 
From  any  display*d  since  Sir  William  de  Mcschines,* 
And  Cecily  Roumeli  came  to  this  nation 
With  William  the  Norman,  and  laid  its  foundation. 

For  the  rest,  it  is  said. 

And  I  know  I  have  read 
Tn  some  Chronicle  —  whose,  has  gone  out  of  my  head — 
That,  what  with  these  candles,  and  other  expenses. 
Which  no  man  would  go  to  if  quite  in  his  senses, 

Ho  reduced,  and  brought  low 

His  property  so, 
That,  at  last,  he  'd  not  much  of  it  left  to  bestow ; 
And  that,  many  years  after  that  terrible  feast, 
Sir  Guy  in  the  Abbey  was  living  a  Priest; 
And  there,  in  one  thousand  and  —  something, — deceased. 

*  VitU  Djsta'o'n  MonaiiUoin,  Art^  P>-ioratu*  de  BaUoH,  in  agro  Eltontjaui 
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(It 's  supposed  by  this  trick 

He  bamboozled  Old  Nick, 
An«l  slipp'd  through  his  fingers  remarkably  ••slick"). 
While,  as  to  young  Corly-wig,^Klear  little  Soul, 
Would  you  know  more  of  him,  you  must  look  at  "  The  RoH," 

Which  records  the  dispute, 

And  the  subsequent  suit, 
Commenced  in  **  Thirteen  sev'nty-five," — which  took  root 
In  Le  QrosTenor's  assuming  the  arms  Le  Scroope  swore 
That  none  but  hit  ancestors,  ever  before, 
In  foray,  joust,  battle,  or  tournament  wore. 
To  wit,  "  On  a  Prtutian-blue  Field,  a  Bend  Or  ; 
While  the  Grosvenor  averr'd  that  hia  ancestor  boro 
The  same,  and  Scroope  lied  like  a  —  somebody  tore 
Oflf  the  simile, — so  I  can  tell  you  no  more, 
Till  some  A  double  S  shall  the  fragment  restore.* 


Moral. 

This  Legend  sound  maxims  exemplifies — t,  g. 
.<no.  Should  anything  tease  you, 

Annoy,  or  displease  you. 
Remember  what  Lilly  snys,  **  Animum  rege!"^ 
And  as  for  that  shocking  bad  habit  of  swearing, — 
In  nil  good  society  vote<I  past  bearing, — 
Eschew  it! — and  leave  it  to  dust-men  and  moos. 
Nor  commit  yourself  much  beyond  "  Zooks  !'*  or  ••  Odsbobs  I" 

*  Tt  is  «Uli  the  greatest  Mtlitfactlon  that  I  Ie«m  firom  Mr.  Slmpkiiuon  thii 
f  •iPUDimiitfon,  K>  devoutly  to  be  wished,  U  about  to  be  reallted,  and  thai 
tl.^  rvmainilvr  of  this  moat  interegtiojc  document,  containing  the  whole  of  the 
defendant's  evidence,  will  appear  in  the  course  of  tbeensaing  summer, under 
the  same  auspices  as  the  former  portion.  We  aball  look  with  eagrmaM  Am 
the  identification  of  »•  Curly-wig.** 

t  /nimnm  regel  qui  niai  parvt,  Imperat  —  Lnj.T*s  Orammar, 
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2do.  When  afik'd  out  to  dine  by  a  Person  of  Quality, 
Mind,  and  observe  the  most  strict  punctuality  I  — 
For  should  you  come  late, 
And  make  dinner  wait. 
And  the  Tictuals  get  cold,  you  '11  incur,  sure  as  fate. 
The  Master's  displeasure,  the  Mistress's  hate — 
And — though  both  may,  perhaps,   be  too  well  bred  to 

swear, — 
They  '11  heartily  with  you — I  need  not  say  where. 

Htio,  Look  well  to  your  Maid-servants! — say  yon  expect  them 
To  see  to  the  children,  and  not  to  neglect  them !  — 
And  if  you  're  a  widower,  just  throw  a  cursory 
Glance  in,  at  times,  when  you  go  near  the  Nursery 
—  Perhaps  it's  as  well  to  keep  children  from  plums. 
And  from  pears  in  the  season, — and  sucking  their  thnraba  t 

4to.  To  sum  up  the  whole  with  a  **  Saw"  of  much  use, 
Bejiut  and  be  generous^ — don't  he  prof  use  I  — 
Pay  the  debts  that  you  owe, — keep  your  word  to  your 

friends, 
But — don't  set  toub  candles  alight  at  both  ends  II— 
For  of  this  be  assured,  if  you  **  go  it"  too  fast, 

You'U  be  "dish'd"  Hke  Sir  Guy, 

And  like  him,  perhaps,  die 
A  poor,  old,  half-starred,  Count  j  Parson  at  Ustt 
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For  the  Legend  that  follows  Father  John  has,  it  will 
De  seen,  the  grave  authority  of  a  Romish  Prelate.  The 
good  Father,  who,  as  I  have  before  had  occasion  to 
remark,  received  his  education  at  Douai,  spent  several 
years,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  upon  the  Continent. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  during  this  period  he  visited 
Blois,  and  there,  in  all  probability,  picked  up,  in  the 
very  scene  of  its  locality,  the  history  which  he  has  tboa 
recorded. 

THE  LAY  OP  ST.  ALOYS. 

A   LEGEND   OF   BLOIS. 

8.  Helotui  in  hAc  nrbe  fait  epiflcopas,  qui,  d«faDetiiii,  iwpuUaraii  Ml  * 
fldelibas.  Nocto  ftuiem  wqiientl.  T«Di«n»  quldam  paganuji  laphlem,  qai 
■arcophagum  tegebat  reTolvlt,  e  rectumqae  contra  ae  oorpui  Sancti  tpoliaie, 
oonatur.  At  ille,  lacerUn  oonfltrictum,  ad  se  homlnem  fortlter  amplaxatur, 
et  luqac  mane,  popniis  vpertantibus,  taaquam  oonRtipatam  lorin,  ita  miM^ 
mm  brarhii«  detinebat.  •  •  •  •  Judex  loci  fepulchri  Tiolatorem  Jubet 
abstrahl,  «ft  legall  poenae  sentontiil  condemnari;  8«d  non  laxabatur  a  Sancto. 
Tunc  intelliKeni  Tolaotatem  defancti,  Judex,  fact!  de  yiti,  piomianiona* 
abeolflt,  deinde  laxatur,  et  sic  incolumis  redditur :  non  rero  for  demi^iM 
quin  so  vitam  monastaricam  amplexurum  spopoodisset. 

Greg:  litmoeas:  tie  Olorid  Cbt^ftM 

Saixt  Aloys 

Was  the  Bishop  of  Blois, 
And  a  pitiful  man  was  he : 

He  grieved  and  he  pined 

For  tho  woes  of  mankind. 
And  of  brutes  in  tlioir  degree,— 

He  would  rcpcuc  tho  rat 

From  the  clftirs  of  the  cat. 
And  set  the  poor  oaptire  free; 

Though  his  CASsock  was  swarming 

With  all  sorts  of  Tern  in, 
18 
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He'd  not  t.«ke  the  life  of  a  tleal — 
Kind,  tender,  forgiving 
To  all  things  living, 
Froir.  injury  still  he'd  endeaTour  to  screen  *era. 
Fish,  flesh,  or  fowl, — no  difference  between  *em — 
Nihil  pptavit  a  be  aliknum. 

The  Bishop  of  Blois  was  a  holy  man,— 

A  holy  man  was  he  I 
For  Holy  Church 
He'd  seek  and  he*d  search 

As  a  Bishop  in  his  degree. 
From  foe  and  from  friend 
He  'd  "  rap  an«l  he  'd  rend," 
To  augment  her  treasurie, 
Nought  would  he  give,  and  little  he  'd  lend,  \ 

That  Holy  Church  might  have  more  to  spend  — 
'•  Count  Stephen"*  (of  Blois)  »*  was  a  worthy  Peer, 

His  breeches  cost  him  but  a  crown. 
He  held  them  sixpence  all  too  dear, 

And  so  he  call'd  the  Tailor  lownl" 
Had  it  been  the  Bishop  instead  of  the  Count, 
A.nd  he  M  overcharged  him  to  half  the  amount. 
He  had  knocked  that  Tailor  down  I  — 
Not  for  himself  I  — 
He  despised  the  pelf; 
He  dressed  in  <--ackcloth,  he  dined  ofif  delf ; 
And,  when  it  was  cold,  in  lieu  of  a  turtoui, 
The  good  man  would  wrap  himself  up  in  his  virtue,  f- 

*  Tfste  Me»Kire  la^,  a  distiaguUhed  xubalUsm  In  the  VeneUao  nerrleei 
eireiter  A.  D.  1580.  Iliii  IHo^rapher,  Mr.  WiUlnia  Shakspeare,  a  onnlriupo. 
rary  wrlltr  of  Mmie  note,  inakiMi  him  nay  "  Kinff  .Steplieo,"  iiiaflinucii  nn  the 
*•  worthy  poer"  9ub»equeutly  u.iurp<*U  the  croirn  of  KnglaoiJ.  llie  aitaclinv 
BlaiD  U  a  pardonable  one.—  J/r.  Simpkimmi  of  Bath. 

t Me& 

Virtu tc  ai«  involvo. —  ilo*. 
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Alack !  that  a  man  so  holy  as  ho. 

So  frank  and  free  in  hiH  degree. 

And  80  good  and  so  kind,  should  mortal  be ! 

Yet  so  it  is  —  for  loud  and  clear 

From  St.  Nicholas'  tower,  on  the  listening  ear, 

With  solemn  swell. 

The  deep-ton' 1  bell 
Flings  to  the  gale  a  funeral  knell; 

And  hark!  —  at  its  sound, 

As  a  cunning  old  hound, 
When  he  opens,  at  once  causes  all  the  young  wbelpt 
)f  the  cry  to  put  in  their  less  dignified  yelps, 

So  — the  Uttle  bells  all. 

No  matter  how  small. 
From  the  steeples  both  inside  and  outside  the  wail. 

With  bell-metal  throat 

Respond  to  the  note. 
And  join  the  lament  that  a  prelate  so  pious  is 
Forced  thus  to  leave  his  disconsolate  diocese. 

Or,  as  Blois'  Lord  May> 

Is  heard  to  declare, 
•*  Should  leave  this  here  world  for  to  go  to  that  there." 

And  see,  the  portals  opening  wide. 
From  the  Abbey  flows  the  living  tide ; 

Forth  from  the  doors 

The  torrent  pours, 
Acolytes,  Monks,  and  Friars  in  scores. 
This  with  his  chasuble,  that  with  his  rosary. 
This  from  his  incense-pot  turning  his  nose  awry. 

Holy  Father,  and  Holy  Mother, 

Holy  Sister,  and  Holy  Brother, 

Holy  Son,  and  Holy  Daughter, 

Holy  Wafer,  and  Holy  Water; 
Ev'ry  one  drest 

Like  a  guest  in  his  best, 
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In  the  BDiartofit  of  clothes  they're  permitted  to  wear, 
iScrgo,  sackoloth,  and  »\m-{s  of  the  same  sort  of  hair 
As  now  we  make  use  of  to  stuff  an  arm-chair, 
Or  weave  into  gloves  at  three  shillings  a  pair, 
And  employ  for  shampooing  in  cases  rheumatic, 
Special  specific,  I'm  told,  for  Sciatica. 

Through  groin'd  arch,  and  by  cloistered  stone, 
With  mosses  and  ivy  long  o'ergrown. 

Slowly  the  throng 

Come  passing  along,  * 

With  many  a  chaunt  and  solemn  song, 
Adapted  for  holidays,  high-days,  and  Sundays,— 

Dies  ir<Ej  and  De  profundis, 

Misereref  and  Domifu  dirige  noa^ — 
Such  as,  I  hear,  to  a  very  slow  tune  are  all 
Commonly  chaunted  by  Monks  at  a  funeral, 

To  secure  the  defunct's  repose. 
And  to  give  a  broad  hint  to  Old  Nick,  should  the  news 
Of  a  prelate's  decease  bring  him  there  on  a  cruise. 
That  he'd  better  be  minding  his  P's  and  his  Q's, 
And  not  come  too  near,  —  since  they  can,  if  they  choose. 
Make  him  shake  in  his  hoofs — as  he  does  not  wear  shoes. 

Still  on  they  go, 

A  goodly  show, 
With  footsteps  sure,  though  certainly  slow, 
Two  by  two.  in  a  very  long  row ; 

With  feathers,  and  Mutes 

In  mourning  suits. 
Undertaker's  men  walking  in  hat-bands  and  booti,  — - 
Then  comes  the  Crosier,  all  jewels  and  gold, 
Borne  by  a  lad  about  eighteen  years  old 
Next,  on  a  black  velvet  cushion,  the  Mitre, 
Borne  by  a  younger  b^y,  'cause  it  is  lighter. 
Eight  Franciscans,  ncurdy  and  strong. 
Bear,  in  the  midst,  the  good  Bishop  along  i 
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Eight  FranciBcans,  stout  and  tall. 

Walk  at  the  corners,  and  hold  up  the  pall ; 

Eight  more  hold  a  canopy  high  over  all, 
With  eight  Trampeters  tooting  the  Dead  March  ii  ^aoL  — 
Behind,  as  Chief  Mourner,  the  Lord  Abbot  goes,  his 
Monks  coining  after  him,  all  with  posies. 
And  white  pocket-handkerchiefs  up  at  their  noses, 
Which  they  blow  whenever  his  Lordship  blows  his — 

And  oh !  *tis  a  comely  sight  to  see 

How  Lonis  and  Ladies,  of  high  degree. 

Vail,  as  they  pass,  upon  bended  knee, 
While  quite  as  polite  are  the  Squires  and  the  Knights, 
In  their  helmets,  and  hauberks,  and  cast-iron  tights. 

Ay,  'tis  a  comely  sight  to  behold. 
As  the  company  march 
Through  the  rounded  arch 
Of  that  Cathedral  oldl  — 
Singers  behind  'em,  and  singers  before  'em, 
All  of  them  ranging  in  duo  decorum, 
Around  the  inside  of  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum, 
While,  brilliant  and  bright. 
An  unwonted  light 
(I  forgot  to  premise  this  was  all  done  at  night) 
The  links,  and  the  torches,  and  flambeaux  shed 
On  the  sculptured  forms  of  the  Mighty  Dead, 
That  rest  below,  mostly  buried  in  lead, 
And  above,  recumbent  in  grim  repose, 
With  their  mailed  hose. 
And  their  dogs  at  their  toes. 
And  little  boys  kneeling  beneath  them  in  rows. 
Their  hands  join'd  in  pray'r,  all  in  very  long  clothes. 
With  inscriptions  on  brass,  begging  each  who  survives, 
As  they  some  of  them  seem  to  have  led  so-so  lives, 
To  l^afe  (or  tte  S^oiaHtn  of  themselves  and  their  wives  - 
18» 
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—  The  eftect  of  the  music,  too.  really  wtis  fine. 
When  they  let  the  good  prelate  down  into  his  shrine, 

And  bj  old  and  young 

The  *  Requiem^  was  sung; 
Not  vernacalar  French,  but  a  classical  tongue, 
That  is  —  Latin —  I  don't  think  they  meddled  with  Grn-g  . 
In  short,  the  whole  thing  produced  —  so  to  speak  — 
What  in  Blois  they  would  call  a  Coup  d'ceil  magnififpu! 

Yet,  surely,  when  the  level  ray 

Of  some  mild  eveV  descending  sun 
Lights  ou  the  village  pastor,  grey 

In  years  ere  ours  had  well  begun  — > 

As  there  —  in  simplest  vestment  clad. 
Ho  speaks,  beneath  the  churchyard  tree, 

In  solemn  tones,  —  but  yet  not  sad, — 
Of  what  Man  is — what  Man  sliall  be  I 

And  clustering  round  the  grave,  half  hid 

By  that  same  quiet  churchyard  yew, 
The  rustic  mourners  bend,  to  bid 

The  dust  they  loved  a  last  adieu — 

^-  That  my,  mcthinks,  that  rests  ?o  sheen 
Upon  each  briar-bound  hillock  green, 
So  calm,  so  tranquil,  so  serene, 
Gives  to  the  eye  a  fairer  scene, — 
Speaks  to  the  heart  with  holier  breath 
Than  all  this  pageantry  of  death. — 

But  Chacun  d  son  gout  —  this  is  talking  at  random 
We  all  know  "  I)e  gusUbua  non  dUpiitanHum .'" 
So  canter  back,  Muse,  to  the  scene  of  your  story, 

The  Cathedral  of  Blois  — 

Where  the  sainted  Aloys 
U  by  this  time,  you'll  find,  **  left  alone  in  Ins  gli  rv.'* 
**  In  the  dead  of  the  night,**  though  with  labour  uppneaU 
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Some  "mortals"  disdain  '*the  calm  blessings  jf  r?st  " 

Your  cracksman,  for  instance,  thinks  night-time  the  best 

To  break  open  n  door,  or  the  lid  of  a  chest; 

And  the  gipsy  who  close  round  your  premises  prowls. 

To  ransack  your  hen-roost,  and  steal  all  your  fowb. 

Always  sneaks  out  at  night  with  the  bats  and  the  owls, 

—  So  do  Witches  and  Warlocks,  Ghopts,  Goblins,  and  GLci.lh 

To  say  nothing  at  all  of  those  troublesome  **  Sw<.iJ.<" 

Who  come  from  the  playhouses,  " flash-kens,"  atd  ** hclU," 

To  pull  off  people's  knockei-s,  and  ring  people's  oells 

Well  —  'tis  now  the  hour 

III  things  have  power  I 
And  all  who,  in  Blois,  entertain  honest  ticws. 
Hare  long  been  in  bed,  and  enjoying  a  snooze,  — 

Nought  is  waking 

Save  Mischief,  and  "  Faking,"  * 
And  a  few  who  are  sitting  up  brewing  or  baking, 
When  an  ill-looking  Infidel,  sallow  of  hue. 
Who  stands  in  his  slippers  some  six  feet  two 
(A  rather  remarkable  height  for  a  Jew), 
Creeps  cautiously  out  of  the  churchwarden's  pew. 
Into  which,  during  service,  he'd  managed  to  slide  himself - 
While  all  were  intent  on  the  anthem,  and  hide  himself. 

From  his  lurking  place, 

With  stealthy  pnce. 
Through  the  "long-drawn  aisle"  he  begins  to  crawl. 
As  yon  see  a  cat  walk  on  the  top  of  a  wall. 
When  it's  stuck  full  of  glass,  and  she  thinks  she  shall  fall. 

—  He  proceeds  to  feel 

For  his  flint  and  his  steel, 
(An  invention  on  which  we've  improved  a  great  deal 

•  ♦•Xix  iny  dolly,  puis,  fhkf  twiiy  T' — wordii  of  de«p  and  oiyptirlouii  liii|«-ii» 
in  ih*  nncient  Incguiii^o  of  Upper  Kirypt.  and  recently  in^cribiti  on  th«>  fri  re  I 
iiUnd«rd  of  Mtfhemrt  AH.  They  are  Kuppored  to  intimate,  to  the  inltl«t««J  in 
the  art  of  Abntnction,  the  nlutenre  of  all  human  ol«erTBtion.  and  to  PUKgea* 
tbt  propriety  of  making  the  beet  u«e  of  tlieir  time—  and  flnK»ra. 
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Of  late  years — the  gnbstitute  best  to  rely  cu 

'a  what  Jones  of  the  Strand  calls  his  Pyrogenaon^) 

He  strikes  with  despatch!  —  his 

Tinder  catches!  — 
Now  where  is  his  candle ?— and  where  are  his  matches?— 

*TiR  done  \  —  they  are  found !  — 

He  stands  up,  and  looks  round 
By  the  light  of  a  "dip"  of  sixteen  to  the  pound! 
—What  is  it  now  that  makes  his  nerves  to  quiyert-  - 
His  hand  to  shake  — and  his  limbs  to  shiver!  — 
Fear? Pooh ! — it  is  onl."  a  touch  of  the  liver — 

All  is  silent  —  all  is  still  — 
It*8  "gammon"— it's  stuff!"— he  may  do  what  he  wiL 
Carefully  now  he  approaches  the  shrine, 
In  which,  as  I  've  mentioned  before,  about  nine, 
They  had  placed  in  such  state  the  lamented  Divine! 
But  not  to  worship  —  No  !— No  such  thing!— 
His  aim  is — to  "  pbig"  the  Pastoral  rimq!! 

Fancy  his  fright. 

When,  with  all  his  might 
Having  forced  up  the  lid,  which  they'd  not  fasten'd  quite 
Of  the  marble  sarcophagus—  ♦*  All  in  white" 
The  dead  Bishop  started  up,  bolt  upnght 
On  his  hinder  end,  —  and  grasp'd  him  so  tight» 

That  the  clutch  of  a  kite, 

Or  a  bull-dog's  bite 
When  he's  most  provoked  and  in  bitterest  spite, 
May  well  bf)  conceived  in  comparison  slight, 
And  having  thus  "tackled"  him— blew  out  his  light! 

Oh,  dear !  Oh,  dear ! 
The  fright  and  the  fear ! 
No  one  to  hear!— nobody  near! 
In  the  dead  of  the  night  I"— at  a  bad  Umc  of  ycr.r  1- 
A  defunct  Bishop  squatting  upright  on  his  bier. 
And  shouting  so  loud,  that  the  drum  of  his  eai 
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tfe  fhoaght  would  bare  split  as  these  awful  word^  met  it — 
"An,  ma!  my  good  friend  I — don't  you  wi»h  yoc  may  ort 

IT?"  — 

Ob,  dear!  Ob,  dear! 

'Twat  a  night  of  fear! 
—  (  should  just  like  to  know,  if  the  boldest  man  here, 
In  his  situation,  would  not  have  felt  queer? 

The  wretched  man  bawls. 

And  he  yells,  and  be  squalls, 
But  there's  nothing  responds  to  his  shrieks  saTe  the  walls. 
And  the  desk,  and  the  pulpit,  the  pews,  and  the  stalls 

Held  firmly  at  bay. 

Kick  and  plunge  as  he  may, 
His  struggles  are  fruitless  —  he  can't  get  away, 
He  really  can't  tell  what  to  do  or  to  say. 
And  being  a  Pagan,  don't  know  how  to  pray ; 
Till  through  the  east  window,  a  few  streaks  of  grey 
Announce  the  approach  of  the  dawn  of  the  day  I 

Oh,  a  welcome  sight 

Is  the  rosy  light, 
Which  lovelily  heralds  a  morning  bright. 
Above  all  to  a  wretch  kept  in  durance  nil  night 
By  a  horrid  dead  gentleman  holding  him  tight,— 
Of  all  sortd  of  gins  that  a  trespasser  can  trap, 
The  most  disagreeable  kind  of  a  man-trap  I 

—  Ob !  welcome  that  bell's 

Matin  chime,  which  tells 
T^  :>ne  canght  in  this  worst  of  all  possible  snares, 
That  the  hour  is  arrived  to  begin  Morning  Praters, 
And  the  monk»  and  tlie  friars  are  coming  down  %taira  I 

Conceive  the  surprise 

Of  the  Choir  —  how  their  eyes 
Are  distended  to  twice  their  original  size,— 
How  some  begin  bless, —  some  anathematize,r— 
And  all  look  on  the  thief  as  old  Nick  in  disguise. 
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While  the  nij  stifled  Abbot  cries,  '*  Well !  —  I  dcclar*  *     . 

—  This  is  really  a  very  mysterious  affair!  — 

Bid  the  bandy-leggM  Sextou  go  run  for  the  May'r  ."' 

The  May'r  and  his  «ii> 

Are  «oon  on  their  feet, — 
His  worship  kept  house  in  the  very  same  street^— ^ 

At  onoe  he  awakes, 

"His  compliments "  makes, 
'*  He'll  be  up  at  the  Church  in  a  couple  of  shakes!" 
Meanwhile  the  whole  conyent  is  pulling  and  hauling, 

And  bawling  and  squalling, 

And  terribly  mauling 
The  thief  whose  endeayour  to  follow  his  calling 
And  thus  brought  him  into  a  grasp  so  enthralling. — 

Now  high,  now  low, 

They  drag  "to  and  fro," — 
Now  this  way,  now  that  way  they  twist  him  —  but  —  No*  — 
Xlie  glazed  eye  of  St  Aloys  distinctly  says  "  Pob ! 
"  You  may  pull  as  you  please,  I  shall  not  let  him  go !'' 
N.iy,  more;— when  his  Worship  at  length  came  to  say 
He  was  perfectly  ready  to  take  him  away, 
Aad  fat  him  to  grace  the  next  Auto-da-fi, 

Still  cloaer  he  prest 

The  poor  wretch  to  his  breast, 
While  a  voice  —  though  his  jaws  still  together  were  jamm'ii  — 

Was  heard  from  his  chest,  "  If  you  do,  I'll "  here  slaitw'd 

The  great  door  of  the  Church,  —  with  so  awful  a  sound 
That  the  close  of  the  good  Bishop's  sentence  was  drowu'i  . 

Out  spake  Frere  Jchan^ 
A  pitiful  man, 

Oh  !  a  pitiful  man  was  he ! 
And  he  wept  and  he  pined 
For  the  pins  of  mankind. 

As  a  Friar  in  his  degree. 
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*'  Remember,  good  gentlefolks,"  sc  he  began, 
**  Dear  xUoys  was  always  a  pitiful  man !  — 

That  Toice  from  his  chest 

Has  clearly  exprest 
He  has  pardon'd  the  culprit — and  as  for  the  rest, 
Before  you  shall  burn  him  —  he'll  see  you  all  blest  !'* 

The  Monks,  and  the  Abbot,  the  Sexton,  and  Clerk 
Were  exceedingly  struck  with  the  Friar's  remark. 
And  the  Judge,  who  himself  was  by  no  means  a  shark 
Of  a  Lawyer,  and  who  did  not  do  things  in  the  dark. 
But  still  lean*d  (having  once  been  himself  a  gny  spark,) 
To  the  merciful  side,  — like  the  late  Alan  Park,- 

Agreed  that,  indeed. 

The  best  way  to  succeed, 
And  by  which  this  poor  caitiff  alone  could  be  freed, 
Would  be  to  absolve  him,  and  grant  a  free  pardon, 
On  a  certain  condition,  and  that  not  a  hard  one, 
Viz. — "That  he,  the  said  Infidel,  straightway  should  )p6 
His  mind  to  conviction,  and  worship  the  Pope, 
And  *ev*ry  man  Jack'  in  an  amice  or  cope; 

And  that,  to  do  so, 

He  she  did  forthwith  go 
To  Rome,  and  salute  there  his  Holiness'  toe; — 

And  never  again 

Read  Voltaire  or  Tom  Paine, 
Or  Percy  Bysshe  Shelley  or  Lord  Byron's  Cnin; — 
His  pilgrimage  o'er,  take  St  Francis's  habit ; — 
If  anything  lay  about,  never  to  *  nab '  it ; — 
Or,  at  worst,  if  he  thouUl  light  on  articles  gone  astray, 
To  be  sure  and  deposit  them  safe  in  the  Monast'ry !" 

The  oath  he  took  — 

— As  he  kiss'd  the  book. 
Nave,  transept,  and  ai;<le  with  a  thunder-claj  shook' 
The  Bishop  sank  down  with  a  satiHf.«d  look. 
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And  the  Thief,  released 
By  llie  Saint  deceased, 
Fell  into  the  arms  of  a  neighbouring  Priest  I 

It  skills  not  now 

To  tell  you  how 
The  transmogrified  Pagan  perform'd  his  tow  ; 

How  he  quitted  his  home, 

Travell'd  to  Rome, 
And  went  to  St.  Peter's  and  look'd  at  the  Dome, 
And  obtained  from  the  Pope  an  assurance  of  bliss, 
And  kiss'd — whatever  he  gave  him  to  kiss 
Toe,  relic,  embroidery,  nought  came  amiss ; 

And  how  Pope  Urban 

Had  the  man's  turban 
Hung  up  in  the  Sistine  chapel,  by  way 
Of  a  relic — and  how  it  hangs  there  to  this  day.-* 

Suffice  it  to  tell, 

Which  will  do  quite  as  well. 
That  the  whole  of  the  Convent  the  miracle  saw 
And  the  Abbot's  report  was  sufficient  to  draw 
Ev'iy  bon  Catholique  in  la  belle  France  to  Blois, 
Among  others,  the  Monarch  himself,  Francois, 
The  Archbishop  of  Rheims,  and  his  **  Pious  Jack-daw,"  * 
And  there  was  not  a  man  in  Church,  Chapel,  or  Meeting-boos^ 
Still  loss  in  Cabaret,  Hotel,  or  Eating-house, 

But  made  an  oration, 

And  said,  "in  the  nation 
If  ever  a  man  deserved  canonization, 
It  was  the  kind,  pitiful,  pious  Aloys." — 

So  the  Pope  says, —says  he, 

**Then  a  Saint  he  shall  be  I" — 
80  he  made  him  a  Saint,  —  and  remitted  the  fee. 

Who'  became  of  the  Pagan  I  really  can't  say; 

«  Vidt  TncoIUvby  liCgendu  (Firet  Soiiw),  p«g«  217. 
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Bat  I  think  Tve  been  told. 

When  he'd  entered  thoir  foH. 
hmX  was  now  a  Franciscan  some  twenty  days  old. 
He  got  up  one  fine  morning  before  break  of  day, 
Put  the  P^z  in  his  pocket — and  then  ran  away. 


Moral. 

I  think  wo  may  coax  ont  a  moral  or  two 
From  the  facta  which  have  lately  come  under  our  view. 
First — don't  meddle  with  Saints!  — for  you'll  find  if  you  do, 
They're  what  Scotch  people  call,  *' kittle  cattle  to  shoe!" 
And  when  once  they  have  managed  to  take  you  in  tow, 
It's  a  deuced  hard  matter  to  make  them  let  go ! 

Now  to  you,  wicked  Pagans!  —who  wander  about, 

Up  and  down  Regent  Street  eyery  night,  *•  on  the  scout," — 

Recollect  the  Police  keep  a  sharpish  look-out, 

And,  if  once  you  're  suspected,  your  skirts  they  will  stick  to 

Till  they  catch  you  at  last  in  flagrante  delicto! — 

Don't  the  inference  draw 

That  because  he  of  Blois 
tiuffer'd  one  to  bilk  **  Old  father  Antic  the  Law," 
That  our  May'rs  and  our  Aldermen  —  and  we're  a  City  ftiU-^ 
S!iow  themselves,  at  our  Guildhall,  quite  so  pitiful ! 

Lastly,  as  to  the  Psgan  who  play'd  such  a  trick. 
First  assuming  the  tonsure,  then  cutting  his  stick, 
There  is  but  one  thing  which  occurs  to  me  —  that 
Is,  —  Don't  give  too  much  credit  to  people  who  '<  rat !" 
—  Never  forget 
Early  habit's  a  net 
Which  entangles  us  all,  more  or  less,  in  its  mesh ; 
And  '<  What's  bred  in  the  bone  won't  come  out  of  the  flesh  I" 
19 
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We  must  all  be  aware  Nature  *s  prone  to  rebel,  as 
Old  Juvenal  tells  us,  Naturam  ezpellaa, 

Tamen  utque  reeurret ! 

There's  no  making  Her  rat! 
tio  that  all  that  I  have  on  this  head  to  advance 
Is,  —  whatever  they  think  of  these  matters  in  France, 
There 's  a  proverb,  the  truth  of  which  each  one  allows  here, 

'<  You  NSVSB  CAM  MAKE  A  SILK  PUBSS  OF  A  SOW'S  EA& !" 


In  the  succeeding  Legend  we  come  nearer  home. — 
Father  Ingoldsbj  is  particular  in  describing  its  locality, 
situate  some  eight  miles  from  the  Hall  —  less,  if  you  take 
the  bridle-road  by  the  Church-yard,  and  so  along  the 
valley  bj  Mr.  Fector's  Abbey.  —  In  the  enumeration  of 
the  various  attempts  to  appropriate  the  treasure  (drawn 
from  a  later  source),  is  omitted  one,  said  to  have  been 
undertaken  by  the  worthy  ecclesiastic  himself,  who,  as 
Mre.  Botherby  insinuates,  is  reported  to  have  started  foi 
Dover,  one  fine  morning,  duly  furnished  with  all  thi 
means  and  appliances  of  Exorcism. —  I  cannot  learn, 
however,  that  the  family  was  ever  enriched  by  his  expe- 
dition. 
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0:*c  i  there  lived,  as  I  've  heard  people  say, 
An  "  Old  Woman  clothed  in  gjrey," 

So  furrow'd  with  care. 

So  haggard  her  air, 
In  )ier  eye  such  a  wild  supernatural  stare, 

That  all  who  espied  her 

Inimediately  shied  her 
And  strove  to  get  out  of  her  way. 

This  fearsoiae  Old  Woman  was  taken  ill: 

— She  sent  for  the  Doctor  —  he  s>ent  her  a  pill. 

And  by  way  of  a  trial, 

A  two-shilling  phial. 
Of  green-looking  fluid,  like  lava  diluted. 
To  which  I've  profeas'd  an  abliorrence  most  rooted. • 
One  of  those  draughts  they  so  commonly  send  us, 
Labell'd  ^*  Ilaustus  calhartirus.  mane  tumendut:" — 

She  made  a  wry  face, 

And,  without  saying  Grace, 
Toss'd  it  off  like  a  dram — it  improved  not  her  cast*. 

—  The  Leech  came  again; 

He  now  opcn'd  a  vein, 
Still  the  little  Old  Woman  continued  in  pain. 
80  her  **  Medical  Man,"  although  loth  to  distress  her. 
Conceived  it  high  time  that  her  Father  Confessor 
Bbnnld  be  sent  for  to  shrive,  and  nssoilize,  and  bless  her, 

•  Ytde  pagv  *o 
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That  sho  might  not  slip  out  of  these  troublesome  soeneii 
••  Unanneard  and  Unhousel'd," — whatever  that  meiiiii».* 

Growing  afraid, 

He  calls  to  his  aid 
A  bandy-legg'd  neighbour,  a  "  Tailor  by  trade,** f 

Tells  bim  his  fears. 

Bids  Uim  lay  bj  his  shears, 
\1U  thimble,  his  goose,  and  his  needle,  and  hie 
With  all  possible  speed  to  the  Convent  hard  bj. 

Requests  him  to  say 

That  he  begs  they  '11  all  pray, 
Vis :  The  whole  pious  brotherhood.  Cleric  and  Lay, 
For  the  soul  of  an  Old  Woman  clothed  in  grey, 
Who  was  just  at  that  time  in  a  very  bad  way. 
And  he  really  believed  couldn't  last  out  the  day; 

And  to  state  his  desire 

That  some  erudite  Friar. 
Would  run  over  at  once,  and  examine,  and  try  her; 

For  he  thought  he  would  find 

There  was  <*  something  behind," 
A  something  that  weigh'd  on  the  Old  Woman's  mind,-  * 
"  Tn  fact  he  was  sure,  from  what  fell  from  her  tongui*, 
That  this  httle  Old  Woman  liad  done  something  wron^." 
—  Then  he  wound  up  the  whole  with  this  hint  to  the  man, 
**  Mind  and  pick  out  as  holy  a  friar  as  you  can !" 


Alnrk  tor  poor  Wnilam  Linley  to  Mttle  tho  point!  Ilifl  '•lurMntlon  ft 
Macbeth's  '•  IluHyburly"  etkntu  a  h«lo  amand  hi*  memory.  In  him  ili# 
world  Iwtt  one  of  Its  kindltMt  Spirits,  and  the  Garrtck  Cmb  iu  aciitrft 
roinmvntator. 

\  All  who  are  familiar  with  the  Police  Rcportn.  and  other  Ttecordji  of  nut 
(V>urta  of  juMiof,  will  rvcollect  that  erery  gentleman  of  hin  parHruli*r 
profei>ffion  invariably  Ihua  dc^eriben  himF4>)f,  in  oontradir  ••»«tJon  to  ll^ 
Itrirklayer,  whom  he  probably  presumes  to  be  indlgeDOus,  n  •!  ti  th«  &h<M> 
fluker,  bam  a  Snob. 
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Now  I'd  have  you  to  know 

That  this  story  of  woe, 
Which  I'lh  telling  you,  happened  a  long  time  ago; 
I  can'i  8uy  exactly  how  long,  nor,  I  own, 
What  particular  monarch  was  then  on  the  throne, 
Dut  'twas  here  in  Old  EngUnd :  and  all  that  one  knows  is. 
It  must  have  preceded  the  Wars  of  the  Roses.* 

Inasmuch  as  the  times 

Described  in  these  rhymes. 
Were  as  flruitful  in  virtues  as  ours  are  in  crimes ; 

And  if  'mongst  the  Laity 

Unseemly  gaiety 
Sometimes  betray'd  an  occasional  taint  or  two, 

At  once  all  the  Clerics 

Went  into  hysterics. 
While  scarcely  a  convent  but  boasted  its  Saint  or  two ; 
So  it  must  have  been  long  ere  the  line  of  the  Tudors, 

As  since  then  the  breed 

Of  Saints  rarely  indeed 
With  their  dignified  presence  have  darken'd  our  pew-doon. 

—  Hence  the  late  Mr.  Froude,  and  the  live  Dr.  Pusey 
We  modems  consider  as  each  worth  a  Jcw'h  eye ; 
Though  Wiseman  and  Dullmanf  combine  against  Xewmao, 
With  Doctors  and  Proctors,  and  say  ho 's  no  true  man. 

—  But  this  by  the  way.  —  The  Convent  I  spo.ik  about 

Had  Saints  in  scores — they  baUI  Mass  week  and  week  abouf ; 
And  the  two  now  on  duty  were  each,  for  their  piety, 
**  Second  to  none"  in  tliat  holy  society, 

•  "  An  antlent  find  most  puKnaHou*  family,**  My*  our  Bath  Triend.  **On0 
of  their  deiioendantii.Qeorg(i  Kc9e,Kjiq..  lat«  M.P.  for  Chrtiit church  (an  eld«rlj 
ftentleman  now  defunct),  wan  equally  celebrated  for  hi^  roral  abllitiaa  and 
\\\*  wnnton  dentrurtion  of  furniture  when  In  a  state  of  exdteuent. — *'  8ing^ 
old  Ro«e,  and  burn  th«  bellowH !"  hax  grown  Into  a  proverb. 

t  Th«  worthy  Jesuit's  polemical  publisher.— I  am  not  quite  Aure  aa  to  th» 
trtbogr^pliy ;  it**  idem  aonctu,  at  all  eTonti. 
19* 
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And  well  might  have  borne 

Those  words  which  are  worn 
By  our  "  AwW  Secundiu"  Clnb — poor  dear  lost  mattons.— 
Of  Guardsmen— «n  Club  days,  inscribed  on  their  buttons.— 

They  would  read,  write,  and  speak 

Latin,  Hebrew,  and  Greek, 
k  radif  h-bunch  munch  for  a  lunch, —  or  a  leek ; 

Though  scoffers  and  boobies 

Ascribe  certain  rubies 
That  gamihh'd  the  nose  of  the  good  Father  Hilary 
To  the  oTermuch  use  of  Canary  and  Sillery, 
— Some  said  spirituous  compounds  of  Tiler  distillery — 

Ah !  Uttie  reck*d  they 

That  with  Friars,  who  say 
Fifty  Patert  a  night,  and  a  hundred  a  day, 
A  Tcry  slight  sustenance  goes  a  great  way — 
Thus  the  consequence  was  that  his  colleague,  Basiliua, 
Won  golden  opinions,  by  looking  more  bilious. 
From  all  who  conceiyed  strict  monnstical  duty 
By  no  means  conducive  to  personal  beauty ; 
And  being  more  meagre,  and  thinner,  and  paler. 
He  was  snapt  up  at  once  by  the  bandy-legg*d  Tailor. 

The  latter's  concern 

For  a  speedy  return 
Scarce  left  the  Monk  time  to  put  on  stouter  sandals. 
Or  go  round  to  his  shrines,  and  snuff  all  his  Sainfs  candles; 
Still  less  had  he  leisure  to  change  vhe  hair-shirt  he 
Had  worn  the  last  twenty  years  —  probably  thirty, — 
Which  not  being  wash'd  all  that  time,  had  giown  dirty.  . 

»~It  seems  there's  a  sin  in 

The  wearing  clean  linen, 
^hich  Friars  must  eschew  at  the  very  beginning, 
Tliough  it  makes  tnem  look  frowsy,  and  drowsy,  and  blowpy, 
And  —  a  rhyme  modern  etiquette  never  allows  ye. — 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


TJII   OLD    WOMAN   CLOTHED    IX    GRKT.  223 

As  for  the  rest, 

E'en  if  time  had  not  prest, 
ii  didnH  much  matter  how  Basil  wa»  drest, 
Hor  could  there  be  any  great  need  for  adorning, 
The  Night  >>eing  almost  at  odds  with  the  Morning. 

C»«i!  sweet  and  beautiful  is  Night,  when  the  silver  Moon  is  high, 
And  countless  Stars,  like  clustering  gems,  hang  sparkling  in 

the  sky, 
While  the  balmy  breath  of  the  summer  breeze  comes  whispering 

down  the  glen. 
And  one  fond  Yoice  alone  is  heard — ohl  Night  is  lovely  then! 
But  when  that  voice,  in  feeble  moans  of  sickness  and  of  pain, 
But  mocks  the  anxious  ear  that  strives  to  catch  its  sounds  in 

vain, — 
When  silently  we  watch  the  bed,  by  the  taper's  flickering  light, 
Where  all  we  love  is  fading  fast  —  how  terrible  is  Night!  I 

More  terrible  yet, 

If  you  happen  to  get 
By  an  old  woman's  bedside,  who,  all  her  life  long. 
Has  been,  what  the  vulgar  call  "coming  it  strong" 
In  all  sorts  of  ways  that  are  naughty  and  wrong. — 

As  Confessions  are  sacred,  it's  not  very  facile 
To  ascertain  what  the  old  hag  said  to  Basil ; 

But  whatever  she  said, 

It  fill'd  him  with  dread. 
And  made  all  his  hair  stand  on  end  on  his  head, — 
No  great  fent  to  perform,  inasmuch  as  said  hair 
Being  clipp'd  by  the  tonsure,  his  crown  was  left  bare» 
So  of  course  Father  Basil  had  little  to  spare; 

But  the  little  he  had 

Seem'd  as  though 't  had  gone  mad, 
Each  lock,  as  by  action  galvanic,  uprears 
In  the  two  little  tufts  on  the  tops  of  his  ciirs. — 

What  the  old  woman  said 

That  so  *•  fiird  him  with  dread,** 
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We  should  never  have  known  any  more  than  the  dead. 
If  the  bandy-legg'd  Tailor,  his  errand  thus  sped. 
Had  gone  quietly  back  to  his  needle  and  thread, 
As  he  ought;  but  instead. 
Curiosity  led, —  . 
A  feeling  we  all  deem  extremely  ill-bred,  — 
He  contrived  to  secrete  himself  under  the  bed ! 
— Not  that  he  heard 
One  half,  or  a  third 
Of  wliat  pASs'd  as  the  Monk  and  the  Patient  conferred, 
Rut  he  here  and  there  managed  to  pick  up  a  word, 
Such  as  "  Knife," 
And  "Life," 
And  he  thought  she  said  "  Wife," 
And  "  Money,"  that  source  of  all  evil  and  strife;"* 
Then  he  plainly  distinguished  the  words  "Gore,"  and  -^Oash," 
Whence  he  deem'd — and  I  don't  think  his  inference  msh^ 
She  had  cut  some  one's  throat  for  the  sake  of  his  cash ! 

Intermixed  with  her  moans. 

And  her  sighs,  and  her  groans, 
Enough  to  have  melted  the  hearts  of  the  stones, 
Came  at  intervals  Basil's  sweet,  soft,  silver  tones, 
for  somehow  it  happen'd  —  I  can't  tell  you  why — 
The  good  Friar's  indignation,  —  at  first  rather  high,  — 
To  judge  from  the  language  he  used  in  reply. 
Ere  the  Old  Woman  ceased,  had  a  good  deal  gone  by ; 
And  he  gently  address'd  her  in  accents  of  honey, 
"Daughter,  don't  you  despair?  — WHAT'S  BECOME  OF  THK 

MONEY?" 
In  one  just  at  deatb^s  door,  it  was  really  absurd 
To  see  how  her  eye  lighted  up  at  that  word  — 
Indeed  there 's  not  one  in  the  language  that  I  know, 
(Save    its    synonyms   "Spanish,"   "Blunt."    "Stumpy,"   and 
"Rhino,") 

*  Kffodlunlur  OpM  Initameota  Malorum. 

tuxr's  Orammar 
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Which  act»  eo  direct,  > 

And  with  so  much  effect 
On  the  huinHn  tensorium,  or  mnkes  one  erect 
One's  eara  so,  as  soon  as  the  sound  we  detect— 

It's  a  question  with  me 

Which  of  the  three, 
Father  Basil  himself,  though  a  grave  S.  T.  P. 
(Such  as  he  hare,  you  see,  the  degree  of  D.D.) 
Or  the  eaTOS-di^ipping,  bandy-legg'd  Tailor,  —  or  dlie 
Caught  it  quickest — however  traditions  agree 
That  the  Old  Woman  perk'd  up  as  bi-isk  as  a  bee,  — 

'Twas  the  last  quiyering  flare  of  the  taper,  —  the  fire 

It  so  often  emits  when  about  to  expire ! 

Uer  excitement  began  the  same  instant  to  flag, 

She  sank  back,  and  whisper'd  ''  Safe !  —  Safe !  in  the  Bag ! !" 

Now  I  would  not  by  any  means  have  you  suppose 

That  the  good  Father  Basil  was  just  one  of  those 

Who  entertain  views 

We're  so  apt  to  abuse, 
As  neither  befitting  Turks,  Christians,  nor  Jews, 

Who  haunt  death-bed  scenes. 

By  underhand  means 
To  toady  or  teaze  people  out  of  a  legacy,  — 
For  few  folk,  indeed,  had  such  good  right  to  beg  as  he, 
Since  Rome,  in  her  pure  Apostolical  beauty, 
Kot  only  permits,  but  enjoins,  as  a  duty, 

Her  sons  to  take  care 

That,  let  who  will  be  heir, 
The  Pontiff  shall  not  be  choused  out  of  his  share. 
Nor  stand  any  such  mangling  of  chattels  and  goods, 
A>»,  they  say,  was  the  case  with  the  late  Jemmy  Wood's  j- 
llvr  Conclaves,  and  Councils,  and  Synods  in  short  main 
•tain  principles  adverse  to  statutes  of  Mrrtmatn  ; 

Besides  you'll  discern 

It,  at  once,  when  vou  leaiii 
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That  Basil  had  something  to  give  in  I'^tnm, 
Since  it  rested  with  him  to  say  how  she  should  bum, 
Nay,  as  to  her  ill-gotten  wealth,  should  she  turn  it  all 
To  uses  he  named,  he  could  say,  "  You  shan't  bum  at  ati« 

Or  nothing  to  signify, 

Not  what  you  'd  dignify 
So  much  as  even  to  call  it  a  roast, 
But  a  mere  little  singeing,  or  scorching  at  most^  ^» 
What  many  would  think  not  unpleasantly  warm,  — > 
Just  to  keep  up  appearance — mere  matter  of  form." 

All  this  in  her  ear 

He  declared,  but  I  fear 
That  her  senses  were  wand'ring — she  seem'd  not  to  hear, 
Or,  at  lea?t,  understand,  —  for  mere  unmeaning  talk  her 
Parch'd     lips     babbled    now, — such     as     "Hookey!" — ami 

"Walker!" 
--She  expired,  with  her  last  breath  expressing  a  doubt 
If  ** his  Mother  were  fully  aware  he  was  out?" 

Now  it  seems  there's  a  place  they  call  Purgat'ry  —  so 

I  must  write  it,  my  verse  not  admitting  the  0 — 

But,  as  for  the  venuif  I  vow  I  *m  perplext 

To  say  if  it's  in  this  world,  or  if  in  the  next — 

Or  whether  in  both  —  for  'tis  very  well  known 

That  St.  Tatrick,  at  least,  has  got  one  of  his  own, 

[u  a  "  tight  little  Island"  that  stands  in  a  Lake 

Call'd   "Lough-dearg"  — that's   "The    Red  Lake,"   unless  X 

mistake,  — 
Li  Fermanagh  —  or  Antrim — or  Donegal — which 

I  declare  I  can't  tell, 

But  I  know  very  well 
It's  in  latitude  64,  nearly  their  pitch 
^'At  Tappington,  now,  I  could  look  in  the  Oaxetteer, 
Bat  I'm  out  on  a  visit,  and  nobody  has  it  here). 

There  arc  some,  I'm  aware, 

Who  don't  stick  to  declare 
There's  "no  differ"  at  all  'twixt  "  this  here"  and  "  that  there,*' 
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That  it's  all  the  same  place,  bat  the  Saint  reserves  his  entry 
For  the  separate  use  of  the  **  finest  of  pisentry," 

And  tliat  his  is  no  more 

Than  a  mere  private  door 
from  the  ret-de-chautsSf^  —  as  some  call  the  ground  floor,  — 
To  the  one  which  the  Pope  had  found  out  long  before. 

But  no  matter — lay 

The  locaU  where  you  may ; 
-*And  where  it  is  no  one  exactly  can  say — 
There 's  one  thing,  at  least,  which  is  known  very  well. 
That  it  acts  as  a  Tap-room  to  Sat-an'e  Hotel. 

"  Entertainment"  there 's  worse 

Both  for  "Man  and  for  Horse:" 

For  broiling  the  souls 

They  use  Lord  Mayors  coals ;  — 
Then  the  sulphur's  inferior,  and  boils  up  much  slower 
Than  the  fine  fruity  brimstone  they  give  you  down  lower: 

It's  by  no  means  so  strong — 

Mere  sloe-leaves  to  Souchong; 
The  **  prokers"  are  not  half  so  hot,  or  so  long, 
By  an  inch  or  two,  either  in  handle  or  prong ; 
The  Vipers  and  Snakes  are  less  sharp  in  the  tooth, 
And  the  Nondescript  Monsters  not  near  so  uncouth ; 
In  short,  it's  a  place  the  good  Pope,  its  creator. 
Made  for  what's  called  by  Cockneys  a  "  Minor  The-4tre." 
Better  suited,  of  course,  for  a  ••  miner  performer," 
Than  the  **  House,"  that's  so  much  better  lighted  and  wa>-mer 
Below,  in  that  queer  place  which  nobody  mentions,  — 

— You  understand  where 

I  don't  question  —  down  there 
Where,  in  lieu  of  wood  blocks,  and  such  modem  inventions. 
The  Paving  Commissioners  use  **Good  Intentions." 
Materials  which  here  would  be  thought  on  by  few  men. 
With  so  many  founts  of  Asphaltic  bitumen 
At  hand,  at  the  same  time  to  pave  and  illumine. 
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To  go  on  M'itli  iny  story, 

This  same  Purga-torjr, 
(There,  I've  got  in  the  0,  to  my  Muse's  great  ^orv,) 
Is  close  lock'd,  and  the  Pope  keeps  the  keys  of  it — that  1  ens 
Boldly  affirm — in  his  desk  in  the  Vatican ; 

—  Not  those  of  St  Peter— 

These  of  which  I  now  treat,  are 
A  bnnch  by  themselves,  and  much  smaller  and  neater — 
And  80  cleverly  made,  Mr.  Chubb  could  not  frame  a 
Key  better  contriyed  for  its  purpose — nor  Bramab. 

Now  it  seems  that  by  these 

Most  miraculous  keys 
Not  only  the  Pope,  but  his  **  clargy,"  with  ease 
Can  let  people  in  and  out,  just  as  they  please ; 
And — providod  you  <*make  it  all  right"  about  fees. 
There  is  not  a  friar  Dr.  Wiseman  will  own,  of  them, 
But  can  always  contrive  to  obtain  a  short  loan  of  them  * 

And  Basil,  no  doubt. 

Had  brought  matters  about. 
If  the  little  old  woman  would  but  have  "spoke  out," 
So  far  as  to  get  for  her  one  of  those  tickets. 
Or  passes,  which  clear  both  the  great  gates  and  wickets ; 

So  that  after  a  grill, 

Or  short  turn  on  the  Mill, 
And  with  no  worse  a  singeing,  to  purge  her  iniquity. 
Than  a  Freemason  gets  in  the  <*  Lodge  of  Antiquity," 

She  'd  have  rubb'd  off  old  scores, 

Popp'd  out  of  doors. 
And  sheer'd  off  at  once  for  a  happier  port. 
Like  a  white-wash'd  Insolvent  that's  gone  through  iLe  Court. ** 

But  Basil  was  one 

Who  was  not  to  be  don$ 
By  any  one,  either  in  earnest  or  fun ; — 
The  ooiudng  old  beads-telling  son  of  a  gun, 
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in  all  bargains,  unless  he  'd  his  quid  for  his  91/0, 
Would  shake  his  bald  pate,  and  pronounce  it  "  No  60." 

80,  unless  you're  a  dunce. 

You'll  see  clearly,  at  once, 
When  you  come  to  consider  the  facts  of  the  caie,  he, 
Of  course  never  gave  her  his  Vade  in  pace; 
And  the  consequence  was,  when  the  last  mortal  throe 
Keleased  her  pale  Ghost  from  these  regions  of  woe, 
The  little  old  woman  had  no  where  to  go  I 

For,  what  could  she  do? 

She  very  well  knew 
If  she  went  to  the  gates  I  have  mentionM  to  you, 
Without  Basil's,  or  some  other  passport  to  show 
The  Cheque-takers  never  would  let  her  go  through; 
While,  as  to  the  other  place,  e'en  had  she  tried  it. 
And  really  had  wish'd  it,  as  much  as  she  shied  it. 
(For  no  one  who  knows  what  it  is  can  abide  it,) 
Had  she  knock'd  at  the  portal  with  ne'er  so  much  din. 
Though  she  died  in,  what  folks  at  Rome  call,  "  Mortal  sin," 
Yet  Old  Nick,  for  the  life  of  him,  daren't  take  her  in, 
As  she'd  not  been  tum'd  formally  out  of  **  the  pale ; — " 
So  much  the  bare  name  of  the  Pope  made  him  quail. 
In  the  times  that  I  speak  of,  his  courage  would  fail 
Of  Rome's  vassals  the  lowest  and  worst  to  assail. 
Or  e'en  touch  with  so  much  as  the  end  of  his  tail ; 

Though,  now  he 's  grown  older, 

They  say  he 's  much  bolder. 
And  his  Holiness  not  only  gets  the  *<cold  shoulder," 
But  Nick  rumps  him  completely,  and  don't  seem  to  cai«  a 
J)ump — that's  the  word — for  his  triple  tiara. 

WeU— what  shall  she  do?  — 

What's  the  course  to  pursue? — 
«*  Try  St.  Peter? — the  step  is  a  bold  one  to  take ; 
For  tlie  Saint  is,  there  can't  be  a  doubt,  <  wide  awake ;' 

But  then  there's  a  quaint 

Old  Proverb  says  *  Faint 
20 
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Uei}*t  ue  er  won  f  lir  Lady/  then  how  win  a  Saint  ?•«» 

I've  4  great  mind  to  try  — 

One  can  but  apply; 
If  things  come  to  the  worst  why  he  can  but  deny— 

The  sky 

's  rather  high 
To  be  sure — but,  now  I 
That  cumbersome  carcass  of  clay  have  laid  by, 
I  am  just  in  the  *  order'  which  some  folks — though  why 
I  am  sure  I  can't  tell  you — would  call  *  Apple-pie.' 

Then  'never  say  die!' 

It  won't  do  to  be  shy, 
80  I'll  tuck  up  my  shroud,  and  —  here  goes  for  a  fly!" 
—  So  said  and  so  done  —  she  was  off  like  a  shot^ 
And  kept  on  the  whole  way  at  a  pretty  smart  trot. 

When  she  drew  so  near 

That  the  Saint  could  sec  her. 
En  a  moment  he  frown'd,  and  began  to  look  queer, 
And  scarce  would  allow  her  to  make  her  case  clear, 
Ere  he  pursed  up  his  mouth  'twixt  a  sneer  and  a  jeer, 
With  **  It's  all  very  well,  — but  you  do  not  lodge  here  I"— 
Then,  calling  her  everything  but  *'  My  dear!" 
He  applied  his  great  toe  with  some  force  an  derriire, 
And  dismiss'd  her  at  once  with  a  flea  in  her  ear. 

"Alas!  poor  Ghost!" 

It's  a  doubt  which  is  most 
To  be  pitied  —  one  doom'd  to  fry,  broil,  boil,  and  roast, — 
Or  one  bandied  about  thus  from  pillar  to  post,  — 
To  be  " all  abroad" — to  be  **  stump'd "  not  to  know  wher« 

To  go  —  so  disgraced 

As  not  to  be  "placed," 
Or,  as  Crocky  would  say  to  Jem  Bland,  "  To  bo  No  where. 

However  that  be 

The  affaire  was^Z/JiV, 
And  the  poor  wretch  rejected  by  all.  as  you  see! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


TOE  OLD  WOMAN  CLOTHED  IN  ORET.        231 

Mr.  Oliver  Goldsmith  observes — not  the  Jev  — 

That  the  **  Hare  whom  the  hounds  and  the  huntsmen  pursue," 

Having  no  other  sort  of  asylum  in  view, 

**  Returns  back  again  to  the  place  whence  she  flew,'* — 

i  fact  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  true. — 

xVlr.  Gray,  —  in  opinion  with  whom  Johnson  clashes,  — 

Declares  that  our  "wonted  fires  live  in  our  ashes."  * — 

These  motives  combined,  perhaps,  brought  back  the  hag. 

The  first  to  her  mansion,  the  last  to  her  bag. 

When  only  conceive  her  dismay  and  surprise. 

As  a  Ghost  how  she  open'd  her  cold  stony  eyes, 

When  there,  —  on  the  spot  where  sheM  hid  her  •*  supplied, '* — 

In  an  underground  cellar  of  very  small  size. 

Working  hard  with  a  spade. 

All  at  once  she  surveyed 
That  confounded  old  bandy-legg*d  "Tailor  by  trade." 

Fancy  the  tone 

Of  the  half  moan,  half  groan, 
Which  burst  from  the  breast  of  the  Ghost  of  the  crone! 
As  she  stood  there,  —  a  figure  'twixt  moonshine  and  stone. 
Only  fancy  the  glare  in  her  eyeballs  that  shone ! 
Although,  as  Macbeth  saj's,  **  they  'd  no  speculation," 

While  she  utter'd  that  word. 

Which  American  Bii*d, 
Or  James  Fenimore  Cooper,  would  render  "Tarnation I !" 

At  the  noise  which  she  made, 

Down  went  the  spade!  — 
And  up  jumped  the  bandy-legg*d  "  Tailor  by  trade," 
("Who  had  shrewdly  conjectured,  from  something  that  fell,  uer 
Deposit  was  somewhere  conceaVd  in  the  cellar;) 

Turning  round  at  a  sound 
,  So  extremely  profound, 

•  **  E^en  in  our  whes  live  their  wonted  flre^r* — Oiur. 
**A  poeition  %t  urbich  Experience  revolts,  Credulity  besitatM,  and  evec 
Vanvy  ttMrmV  ^  Jonvmn. 
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The  moment  her  shadowy  form  met  his  view, 

He  gave  vent  to  a  sort  of  a  lengthen'd  "Bo-o— -lo-o!"— 

With  a  countenance  Keelej  alone  could  put  on, 

Made  one  grasshopper  spring  to  the  door — and  was  gone! 

ErupitI  EvasitI 

^s  at  Rome  they  would  phrase  it — 
His  flight  was  so  swift,  the  eye  scarcely  could  trace  it, 
Though  elderly,  bandy-legg'd,  meagre  tod  sickly, 
I  doubt  if  the  Ghost  could  have  vanished  more  quickly ; — 
He  reach'd  his  own  shop,  and  then  fell  into  fits, 
And  it's  said  never  rightly  recover'd  his  wits, 
While  the  chuckling  old  Hag  takes  his  place,  and  there  aitsl 

I'll  venture  to  say. 

She'd  sat  there  to  this  day. 
Brooding  over  what  Cobbett  calls  "vile  yellow  clay," 
Like  a  Vulture,  or  other  obscene  bird  of  prey. 
O'er  the  nest>full  of  eggs  she  has  managed  to  lay, 
If.  as  legends  relate,  and  I  think  we  mny  trust  'em,  her 
Stars  had  not  brought  her  another  guess  customer  — 

'Twas  Basil  himself!  — 

Come  to  look  for  her  pelf: 
But  not,  like  the  Tailor,  to  dig,  delve,  and  groret. 
And  grub  in  the  cellar  with  pickaxe  and  shovel ; 

Full  well  he  knew 

Such  tools  would  not  do, — 
Far  other  the  weapons  he  brought  into  play. 
Viz,  a  Wax-taper  "hallow'd  on  Candlemas-day," 

To  light  to  her  ducats. 

Holy  water,  two  buckets. 
Made  with  salt  —  half  a  peck  to  four  gallons  —  which  htevrn  a 
(Strong  triple  X  "strike," — see  Jacobus  de  Chusa,} 

With  those,  too,  ho  took 

His  bell  and  his  book  — 
Not  a  nerve  ever  trembled, — his  hand  never  shook 
As  h«  bold  .  raarch'd  up  where  she  sat  in  her  nook, 
Qlow'ring  rouod  with  that  wild  indescribale  ]o:k, 
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Which  Somg  maj  have  lead  of.  perchance,  in  "Nell  Cook,*** 
All,  in  "Martha  the  Gipsy"  by  Theodore  Hook. 

And  now,  for  the  reason  I  gave  yon  before, 

Of  what  passed  then  and  there  I  can  tell  yon  no  more, 

As  no  Tailor  was  near  with  his  ear  at  the  door; 

But  I  've  always  been  told, 

Witb  respect  to  the  gold, 
For  which  she  her  "jewel  eternal "  had  sold, 

That  the  old  Harridan, 

Who,  no  doubt,  knew  her  roan, 
Made  some  compromise — hit  upon  some  sort  of  plnn. 
By  which  Friar  and  Ghost  were  both  equally  pinnM  — 
Heaven  only  knows  how  the  "Agreement"  got  wind:  — 

But  its  purport  was  this, 

That  the  things  done  amiss 
By  the  Hag  should  not  hinder  her  ultimate  blisM ; 

Provided  — "//»i/»r»mM, 

The  cash  from  this  time  is 
The  Church's — impounded  for  good  pious  uses— r 
—Father  B.  shall  dispose  of  it  just  as  he  chooses, 

And  act  as  trustee  — 

In  the  meantime  that  She, 
The  said  G hostess, — or  Ghost, — as  the  matter  may  be, — 
From  *  impediment,'  'hindrance,'  and  Met'  shall  be  free. 
To  sleep  in  her  grave,  or  to  wander,  an  he. 
The  said  Friar,  with  said  Ghost  may  hereafter  agree. — 

Moreover  —  The  whole 

Of  the  said  cash,  or  *  cole,*    * 
Shall  be  spent  for  the  good  of  said  Old  Woman's  sonl ' 

"It  is  farther  agreed — while  said  cash  is  so  spending. 
Said  Ghost  shall  be  fully  absolved  from  attending, 

And  shall  quiet  remain 

lu  the  grave,  her  domain, 

20* 
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To  haTe,  and  enjoy,  and  uphold,  and  maintain, 
Without  molestation,  or  trouble  or  pain, 
Hindrance,  let,  or  impediment,  (over  again) 
From  Old  Nick,  or  from  any  one  else  of  his  train, 
Whether  PowV, — Domination, —  or  Princetlom, — or  Throne,* 
Or  by  what  name  soever  ^he  same  may  be  known, 
Howsoe'er  call'd  by  Poets  or  styled  by  Divines, — 
Himself, —  his  executors,  heirs,  and  assigns.     * 

**  Provided  that, — nevertheless, — notwithstanding 
All  herein  contained, — ^if  whoever 's  a  hand  in 
Dispensing  said  cash, — or  said  *coIe,' — shall  dare  venture 
To  misapply  money,  note,  bill,  or  debenture 
To  uses  not  named  in  this  present  Indenture, 
Then  that  such  sum,  or  sums,  shall  revert,  and  come  home  a^:Mn 
Back  to  said  Ghost, —  who  thenceforward  shall  roam  aginii, 
Until  such  time,  or  times,  as  the  said  Ghost  produces 
Some  good  man  and  true,  who  no  longer  refuses 
To  put  sum,  or  sums,  aforesaid,  to  said  uses ; 
Which  duly  perform'd,  the  said  Gliost  shall  have  rest. 
The  full  term  of  her  natural  death,  of  the  best, 
In  full  consideration  of  this,  her  bequest. 
In  manner  and  form  aforesaid, — as  exprest ; — 
In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  parties  aforesaid, 
Hereunto  set  our  hands  and  our  seals  —  and  no  more  said. 
Being  ail  that  these  presents  intend  to  express. 
Whereas —  notwithstanding  —  and  nevertheless. 

«« SignM,  scaVd.  and  deliver'd,  this  20th  of  May, 
Anno  Domini,  blank,  (though  I've  mentionM  the  day,) 
(Signed 

Basil. 

Oli>  Woman  (lat«)  clothed  in  oeky." 

Basil,  now  I  am  told. 
Walking  oif  with  the  gold, 

•  Thmi«i!  DomioationiK !  PrinwHloms!  Virtues!  Powers !— Miitom. 
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Went  and  straight  got  the  docuinout  duly  euroIVd, 
And  left  the  testatrix  to  mildew  and  mould 
Jn  lier  sepulchre,  cosej,  cool, —  not  to  say  cold. 
But  somehow  —  though  how  I  can  hardly  divine,— 

A  runlet  of  fine 

Rich  Malvoisie  wine 
Found  its  way  to  the  Convent  that  night  before  nine, 
With  custards,  and  **flawn8,"  and  a  **  fayre  florentine," 
Peach,  apricot,  nectarine,  melon,  and  pine ; — 
And  some  half  a  score  Nuns  of  the  rule  Bridgetine, 
Abbess  and  all  were  invited  to  dine 
At  a  very  late  hour, —  that  is  after  Compline. — 
— Father  Hilary's  rubies  began  soon  to  shine 
W^ith  fresh  lustre,  as  though  newly  dug  from  the  mine ; 

Through  all  the  next  year, 

Indeed,  'twould  appear 
That  the  Convent  was  much  better  off,  as  to  cheer, 
Even  Basil  himself,  as  I  very  much  fear. 
No  longer  addicted  himself  to  small  beer ; 

His  complexion  grew  clear. 

While  in  front  and  in  rear 
So  enlarged  so,  his  shape  seem'd  approaching  a  sphere. 

No  wonder  at  all,  then,  one  cold  winter's  night. 
That  a  servant  girl  going  down  stairs  with  a  light 
To  the  cellar  we've  spoken  of,  saw,  with  affright, 
An  Old  Woman,  astride  on  a  barrel,  invite 
Her  to  take,  in  a  manner  extremely  polite. 
With  her  left  hand,  a  bag,  she  had  got  in  her  right ; — 
For  tradition  artHert;*  that  the  Old  Woman's  purse 
Had  come  back  to  her  scanchj  one  penny  the  worn! 

The  girl,  as  they  say, 

Uan  screaming  away, 
Quite  •scared  by  the  Old  Woman  clothed  in  grey; 
Uut  thero  came  down  a  Knight,  at  no  distant  a  day, 

Sprightly  and  gay 

As  the  bii\l  on  the  **pr«3-. 
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One  Sir  Rufus  Moiintfapdington,  Lord  of  Foot's-crar, 
Whose  estate,  not  unlike  those  of  most  of  our  *» Swell"  beau*. 
Was,  what's,  by  a  metaphor,  term'd  "out  at  elbows;" 
And  the  fact  was,  said  Knight  was  now  merely  delayed 
From  crossing  the  water  to  join  the  Crusade 
For  converting  the  Pagans  with  bill,  bow,  and  blade. 
By  the  want  of  a  little  pecuniary  aid 
To  buy  arms  and  horses,  the  tools  of  his  trade, 
And  enable  his  troop  to  appear  on  parade; 
The  unquiet  Shade 
Thought  Sir  Rufus,  'tis  said. 
Just  the  man  for  her  money,— she  readily  paid 
For  the  articles  named,  and  with  pleasure  convcy'd 
To  his  hands  every  farthing  she  ever  had  made; 
But  alas!  I'm  afraid 
Most  unwisely  she  laid 
Out  her  cash—  the  Beata  yeux  of  a  Saracen  maid 
(Truth  compels  me  to  say  a  most  pestilent  jade) 
Converted  the  gallant  converter  —  bctray'd 
Him  to  do  everything  which  a  Knight  could  degrn.lo. 
—E'en  to  worship  Mahound!— she  required—  He  ol>ey-l. 
The  consequence  was,  all  the  money  was  wasted 
On  Infidel  pleasures  he  should  not  have  tasted ; 
So  that,  after  a  very  short  respite,  the  Hag 
Was  seen  down  in  her  cellar  again  with  her  baK. 
Don't  fancy,  dear  Reader,  I  mean  to  go  on 
Seriatim  through  so  many  ages  by-gone. 
And  to  bore  you  with  nnmcs 
Of  the  Squires  and  the  Dames, 
Who  have  managed,  at  times,  to  get  hold  of  the  suck. 
But  spent  the  cash  so  that  it  always  came  back ; 
The  list  is  too  long 
To  be  given  in  my  song, — 
There  are  reasons  beside,  would  perhaps  make  it  wrong 
I  !«hall  merely  observe,  in  those  orthodox  dnys, 
When  Mary  j«et  Smithficld  all  o*cr  in  a  blaxe, 
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And  Bhow'd  herself  Tery  se- 
yere  against  heresy. 
While  many  a  wretch  scorn' d  to  flinch,  or  to  scream,  as  be 
Bamt  for  denying  the  Papal  supremacy, 

Bii<hop  Bonner  the  bag  got. 

And  all  thought  the  Hag  got 
Released,  as  he  spent  all  in  fuel  and  faggot. — 

But  somehow — though  how 

I  can't  tell  you,  I  yow — 
I  suppose  by  mismanagement — ere  the  next  reign 
The  Spectre  had  got  all  her  money  again. 

The  last  time,  I'm  told. 

That  the  Old  Woman's  gold 
Was  obtain'd,  —  as  before,  —  for  the  asking,  —  'twas  hsd 
By  a  Mr.  0 — Something — from  Ballinafad; 
And  the  whole  of  it,  so  'tis  reported,  was  sent 
To  John  Wright's,  in  account  for  the  Catholic  Rent, 
And  thus  —  like  a  great  deal  more  money  —  it  **  went !" 

So  'tis  said  at  Mnynooth, 

But  I  can't  think  it's  truth; 
Though  I  know  it  was  boldly  asserted  lant  season. 
Still  I  can  not  believe  it ;  and  that  for  this  reason, 
It's  certain  the  cash  hat  got  back  to  iV»  otcner!'* — 
—  Now  no  part  of  the  Rent  to  do  to  e'er  was  known,  —  or. 
In  any  shape,  ever  come  home  to  the  donor. 

Gbntlk  Readeh! — you  must  know  the  proverb,  I  think  — 
«*  To  a  blind  horse  a  nod  is  as  good  as  a  Wink !" 

Which  some  learned  Chap, 

In  a  square  College  cap, 
Perhaps,  would  translate  by  the  words  **  Verbum  Sa/^:'* 

—  Now,  should  it  so  chance 

That  you're  going  to  France 
(u  the  course  of  next  Spring,  as  you  probably  may, 

Bo  pull  up,  and  stay, 
Pray, 
If  hut  for  a  day, 
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At  Dover,  through  which  jpu  most  pass  on  yo  ir  way. 
At  the  York,  —  or  the  Ship.  —  where,  as  all  people  say, 
Vou'll  get  good  wine  yourself,  and  yoar  horses  good  haj. 
Perhaps,  my  good  friend,  yon  may  find  it  will  pay, 
And  you  cannot  lose  much  by  so  short  a  delay. 

First  Dine! — you  can  do 

That  on  joint,  or  ragodt  — 
Then  say  to  the  waiter,  —  *'  I'm  just  passing  through,  — 
Pray,  —  where  can  I  find  out  the  old  Maison  Dieu  f  — 
He'll  show  you  the  street — (the  French  call  it  a  Rut, 
But  you  won't  have  to  give  here  a  petit  Scu). 

Well,  —  when  you  *ve   got    there,  —  never    mind    how  you  v: 

taunted,  — 
Ask  boldly,  "  Pray,  which  is  the  house  here  that's  haunted'''' 
~  I  'd  tell  you  myself,  but  I  can't  recollect 
The  proprietor's  name ;  but  he 's  one  of  that  sect 
Who  call  themselves  **  Friends,"  and  whom  others  call  **Qua 

kers,"— 
Yen '11  be  sure  to  find  out  if  you  ask  at  the  Baker's, — 

Then  go  down  with  a  light. 

To  the  cellar  at  night! 
And  as  soon  as  you  see  her  don*t  be  in  a  fright ! 

But  ask  the  old  Ilag, 

At  once,  for  the  bag!  — 
If  you  find  that  she 's  shy,  or  your  senses  would  dazzle, 
Say,  "Ma'am,  I  insist! — in  the  name  of  St.  Basil  I" 

If  she  gives  it  you,  seize 

It,  and  —  do  as  you  please  — 
But  there  is  not  a  person  I've  ask'd  but  agrees. 
You  should  spend  —  part  at  leaMt  —  for  the  Old  Woman's  ease! 
—  For  the  rest — if  it  must  go  back  some  day  —  why  —  let  il !  — 
Meanwhile,  if  you  're  poor,  and  in  love,  or  in  debt,  it 
May  do  yon  some  good,  and  — 

I  WISH  YOU  MAV  OKT  IT  !  !  I 
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To  whom  18  the  name  of  Cornelius  Agrippa  otherwise 
than  familiur,  since  *'a  Magician/'  of  renown  not  inferior 
to  his  own,  has  brought  him  and  his  terrible  *^  Black  Rr.ok'' 
again  before  the  world?  —  That  he  was  celebt^.ted, 
among  other  exploits,  for  raising  the  Devil,  we  are.  all 
well  aware ;  —  how  he  performed  this  feat,  —  at  '  ^rjut 
one,  and  that,  perhaps,  the  most  certain  method ^  jy 
which  be  did  it,  —  is  thus  described. 


RAISING  THE  DEVIL. 

A   LEGEND   OP   CORNELIUS   AGRIPPA. 

**  And  hast  thou  nerve  enough  ?''  he  said, 
That  grey  Old  Man,  above  whose  head 

Unnumber'd  years  had  roird,  — 
"  Ami  hast  thou  nerve  to  view,"  he  cried, 
"  The  incarnate  Fiend  that  Heaven  defied}  — 

— Art  thou  indeed  so  bold  7 

"  Say,  canst  Thou,  with  unshrinking  gaze. 
Sustain,  rash  youth,  the  withering  blaze 

Of  that  unearthly  eye. 
That  blasts  where'er  it  lights,  —  the  breath 
That,  like  the  Simoom,  scatters  death 

On  all  that  yet  can  die ! 

—  •*  Dar*8t  thou  confront  that  fearful  form. 
That  rides  the  whirlwind,  and  the  storm. 

In  wild  unholy  revel !  — 
The  terrors  of  that  blasted  brow, 
Archangers  once,  —  though  ruin'd  now  — 

—  Ay,  —  dar'st  thou  face  Thk  Devil  ?"- 
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•»I  dare  I"  the  desperate  Youth  replieil. 
And  placed  him  by  that  Old  Man's  side, 

In  fierce  and  frantic  glee, 
Unblenched  his  cheek,  and  firm  his  limb ; 
— *•  No  paltry  juggling  Fiend,  but  Him  I 

— The  Dbvil  !  —  I  fain  would  see ! — 

•*  In  all  his  Gorgon  terrors  clad. 

His  worst,  his  fellest  shape !"  tlie  Lad 

Rejoin'd  in  reckless  tone. — 
— *•  Have  then  thy  wish  !"  Agrippa  said. 
And  sigh'd  and  shook  his  hoary  bead, 

With  many  a  bitter  groan. 

He  drew  the  mystic  circle's  bound. 
With  skull  and  cross-bones  fenced  around ; 
He  traced  full  many  a  sigil  there ; 
He  mutter'd  many  a  backward  pray'r. 

That  sounded  like  a  curse — 
**He  comes!" — he  cried  with  wild  grimaott 
"The  fullest  of  Apollyon's  race!" — 
—Then  in  his  startled  pupil's  face 

He  dashM— an  Emptt  PubskI  ) 
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One  more  legend,  and  then,  gentle  Render,  "  A  merry 
Christmas  to  you  and  a  happy  New  Year!" — We  have 
travelled  over  many  lands  together,  and  had  many  a  good- 
humoured  laugh  by  the  way ;  —  if  we  have,  oceasiooally, 
been  "more  merry  than  wise,"  at  least  we  have  not 
jostled  our  neighbours  on  the  road,-— much  less  have  we 
kicked  any  one  into  a  ditch. 

So  wishinjr  you  heartily  all  the  compliments  of  the 
season,  —  and  thanking  you  cordially  for  your  company, 
I,  Thomas  Ingoldsby^  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  leave 
you  in  that  of 

SAINT  MEDARD. 

A   LEGEND   OF   AFRIC. 

"Ileus  tu!  inquit  Diaholud,  he!  mibil  fexsis  iosupfr  humeris  reponenda 
wt  rarrlna ;  f«r  opera  quiNO  !** 

*•  !*o  Dinble  a  dw  vices;  — c'eml  Ml  e«  qui  le  perd.  —  Tl  fst  gnannand.  II 
eut  dnnx  celte  niinuteljk  Tideij  dejoindrc  rntiie  do  MedanI  aux  autref>  aiUM 
quMI  alUit  em^tortcr.  —  Se  rcjfier  cu  arricre,  nitsir  de  na  mniu  droite  non 
poi^nard,  et  etipercer  I'ontre  avec  une  violence,  et  une  rapidity  formidable, 
—  cVdt  oe  que  fit  Me<lanl.  —  Ij«  Diable  pou«Aa  un  grand  cri.  L>-n  &me« 
delivr^f  (I'enfuiretit  par  IMsHue  que  le  poi^nanl  Tpnnit  de  leur  onrrir,  laisaant 
daus  Toutre  leurs  noirceurs,  leurs  crimes,  et  leura  mtebaaoet^"  Ae.  Ae. 

In  good  King  Dagobert's  palmy  days, 
When  Saints  were  many,  and  si  us  were  few, 

Old  Nick,  HiH  said, 

Was  sore  bested 
One  evening,  — and  could  not  tell  what  to  do. — 

Qe  had  been  East,  and  he  had  been  West^ 
And  far  had  be  joumev'd  o'er  land  and  sea : 
For  women  and  men 
Were  wai-ier  then. 
And  he  could  not  catch  one  where  he  *d  now  catch  three 
21 
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He  bad  been  North,  and  he  had  been  South, 
From  Zembla*s  shores  unto  far  Peru, 
Ere  ho  fiird  the  sack 
Which  he  bore  on  his  back  — 
Saints  were  so  manj,  and  sins  so  few  I 

The  way  was  long,  and  the  day  was  hot ; 
His  wings  were  weary ;  his  hoofs  were  sore; 

And  scarce  could  he  trail 

His  nerveless  tail, 
As  it  furrow'd  the  sand  on  the  Red  Sea  shore! 

The  day  had  been  hot,  and  the  way  was  long ; 
—  Hoof-sore,  and  weary,  and  faint,  was  he; 
He  lower'd  his  sack. 
And  the  heat  of  hit  back, 
At  he  leaned  fm  a  polm-trunk,  Uaeted  the  tree  I 

He  sat  himself  down  in  the  palm-tree*8  shade. 
And  he  gazed,  and  he  grinned  in  pure  delight. 

As  he  peep*d  inside 

Tb^  buffaloes  hide 
He  had  neym  for  a  sack,  and  had  crarom*d  so  tight 

For,  though  he  *d  *•  gone  over  a  good  deal  of  ground,** 
And  game  had  been  scarce,  he  might  well  report 
That  still,  he  had  got 
A  decentish  lot. 
And  had  had,  on  the  whole,  not  a  bad  day  s  sport 

He  had  pick'd  up  in  France  a  MaUre  de  Danee, — 
A  Matfrrtte  en  titre,  —  two  smart  Grisettee, 

A  Courtier  at  play, — 

And  iin  English  Roni — 
Who  had  bolted  from  home  without  paying  his  debts.  — 

—He  had  caught  in  Great  Britain  a  Scrivener's  clcik, 
A  Quaker, —a  Baker,  —  a  Doctor  of  Jaws,  — 
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And  a  Jockey  of  York  — 
But  Paddy  from  Cork 
'*  Desaved  the  ould  diyil,"  and  slipp'd  through  his  claws  I 

Id  Moscow,  a  Boyar  knouting  his  wife 
—  A  Corsair's  crew,  in  the  Isles  of  Greece  — 
And,  under  the  dome 
Of  St.  Pet«r*s,  at  Rome, 
lie  had  snapp*d  up  a  nice  little  Cardinars  Niece. — 

He  had  bagg'd  an  Inquisitor  fresh  from  Spain  — 
A  mendicant  Friar — of  Monks  a  score ; 
A  grave  Don,  or  two, 
And  a  Portuguese  Jew, 
Whom  he  nabb'd  while  clipping  a  new  Moidore. 

And  he  said  to  himself,  as  he  lickM  his  lips, 

**  Those  nice  little  Dears !  —  what  a  delicate  roast !  — 

—  Then,  that  fine  fat  Friar, 

At  a  very  quick  fire, 
Drcss'd  like  a  Woodcock,  and  served  on  toast!" 

~-At  the  sight  of  tit-bits  so  toothsome  and  choice 
Never  did  mouth  water  more  than  Nick's ; 
But,  —  alas!  and  alack! 
He  had  stuff'd  his  sack 
So  full  that  he  found  himself  quite  "  in  a  fix :" 

For,  all  he  could  do,  or  all  he  could  say, 
When,  a  little  recruited,  he  rose  to  go, 
Alas!  and  alack  I 
He  could  not  get  the  sack 
Up  again  on  his  shoulders  **  whether  or  no !" 

Old  Nick  look'd  East,  Old  Nick  look'd  West, 
With  many  a  stretch,  and  with  many  a  strain, 
He  bent  till  his  back 
Was  ready  to  crack, 
And  he  puH'd,  and  he  tugg'd, — but  he  tugg*d  in  vain. 
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Old  Nick  look'd  North,  Old  Nick  lookM  South; 
— Weary  was  Nicholas,  weak  and  faint, — 
And  he  was  aware 
Of  an  old  man  there, 
In  Palmer's  weeds,  who  look'd  much  like  a  SaiuL 

Nick  eyed  the  Saint, — then  he  eyed  the  Sack  — 
The  greedy  old  glutton !  —  and  thought,  with  a  gric, 

<*Dear  heart  aliTe! 

If  I  could  but  contriye 
To  pop  that  elderly  gentleman  in  I  -^ 

"  For,  were  I  to  choose  among  all  the  ragoiUt 
The  cuiaine  can  exhibit  —  flesh,  fowl,  or  fish,— 

To  myself  I  can  paint 

That  a  barbecued  Saint 
Would  be  for  my  palate  the  best  side-dish  I" 

Now  St.  Medard  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile, 
—  In  a  Pyramis  fast  by  the  lone  Red  Sea. 
(We  call  it  "Scmiramis," 
Why  not  say  Pyramis  ?  — 
Why  should  we  change  the  S  into  a  D  ?) 

St.  Medard,  he  was  a  holy  man, 
A  holy  man  I  ween  was  he. 

And  even  by  day, 

When  he  went  to  pray, 
He  would  light  up  a  candle,  that  all  might  ^ee  f 

He  aalaam'd  to  the  East, —  Ho  aalaam'd  to  the  West; 

Of  the  gravest  cut,  and  the  holiest  brown 

Were  his  Palmer's  weeds, — 
And  he  finger'd  his  beads 
With  the  right  side  up,  and  the  wrong  side  down.— 
«  ♦  ♦  «  ♦  # 

(Uiatut  in  MSS.  valde  deJUndui.) 
St.  Medard  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile ;  — 
He  had  been  living  there  years  fourscore,— 
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And  now,  *<  taking  the  air, 
And  sajing  a  pray'r," 
He  was  walking  at  eve  on  the  Bed  Sea  shore. 

Little  he  deem'd — that  Uolj  man !  — 
Of  Old  Nick's  wiles,  and  his  fraudful  tricks,^ 

When  he  was  aware 

Of  a  Stranger  there, 
Who  seem'd  to  hare  got  himself  into  a  fix. 

Deeply  that  Stranger  groan'd  and  sigh'd. 
That  wayfaring  Stranger,  g^sly  and  grey :  — 
"  I  can't  raise  my  sack 
On  my  poor  old  back !  — 
Oh !  lend  me  a  lift,  kind  Gentleman,  pray!  — 

<*  For  I  have  been  East,  and  I  have  been  West, 
Foot-sore,  weary,  and  faint  am  I, 

And,  unless  I  get  home 

Ere  the  Curfew  home, 
Here  in  this  desert  I  well  may  die !'' 

"Now  Heav'n  thee  save!" — Nick  winced  at  the  worda 
As  ever  he  winces  at  words  divine  — 
"  Now  Heav'n  thee  save !  — 
What  strength  I  have, — 
It's  little,  I  wis, —  shall  be  freely  thine  I 

"  For  foul  befal  that  Christian  man 
Who  shall  fail,  in  a  fix, — woe  worth  the  while  I  *- 

His  hand  to  lend 

To  foe,  or  to  friend. 
Or  to  help  a  lame  dog  over  a  stile  I" — 

~St.  Medard  hath  boon'd  himself  for  the  task: 
To  hoist  up  the  sack  he  doth  well  begin; 
But  the  farilol  feels? 
Like  a  bag  full  of  eels. 
For  the  fcffks  are  all  curling,  and  kicking  within.— 
21* 
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St.  Medard  paused  —  ho  began  to  '*  smoke"-- > 
For  a  Saint, — if  he  isn't  exactly  a  cat, — 

Has  a  Yery  good  nose, 

As  this  world  goes, 
And  not  worse  than  his  neighbour's  for  **  smelling  a  rat." 

The  Saint  looked  np,  and  the  Saint  look'd  down ; 
He  **  smelt  the  rat,"  and  he  "Mmoked"  the  trick ; 

— When  he  came  to  view 

His  comical  shoe, 
He  saw  in  a  moment  his  friend  was  Nick  I 

He  whipped  out  his  oyster-knife,  broad  and  keen — 
A  Brummagem  blade  which  he  always  bore, 

To  aid  him  to  eat, 

By  way  of  a  treat, 
The  **  natives"  he  found  on  the  Red-Sea  Bh3re;-* 

He  whipped  out  his  Brummagem  blade  so  keen. 
And  he  made  three  slits  in  the  Buffalo's  hide. 
And  all  its  contents, 
Through  the  rents,  and  the  vents. 
Came  tumbling  out, —  and  away  they  all  hied  I 

Away  went  the  Quaker, —  away  went  the  Baker, 
Away  went  the  Friar  —  that  fine  fat  Ghost, 

Whose  marrow  Old  Nick 

Had  intended  to  pick, 
Dress'd  like  a  Woodcock,  and  served  on  toast  I 

—  Away  went  the  nice  little  Cardinal'a  Niece, — 

And  the  pretty  OrittUes, —  and  the  Dons  from  Spain— 

And  the  Corsair's  Crew, 

And  the  coin-clipping  Jew, — 
And  they  scamperM,  Hke  lamplighters,  over  the  plnin.— 

—Old  Nick  is  a  black-looking  fellow  at  best, 
Ay,  e'en  when  he  'h  pleased ;  but  never  before    • 
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Had  he  looked  so  blnck 
As  on  seeing  his  sack 
Thas  out  into  slits  on  the  Red-Sea  shore. 

)  jn  may  fancy  his  i-age,  and  his  deep  despair, 
When  he  saw  himself  thus  befool'd  by  one 
Whom,  in  anger  wild, 
He  profanely  styled 
"A  stupid,  old,  snuff-colour'd  Son  of  a  gan!" 

Then  his  supper — so  nice!  —  that  had  cost  him  such  pains 

—  Such  a  hard  day's  work — now  "all  on  the  go!" 
— 'Twas  beyond  a  joke 
And  enough  to  provoke 
The  mildest  and  best-temper'd  Fiend  below  I 

Nick  snatch'd  up  one  of  those  great,  big  stones. 
Found  in  such  numbers  on  Egypt's  plains, 
And  he  hurl'd  it  straight 
At  the  Saint's  bald  pate, 
To  knock  out  "  the  gruel  he  call'd  his  brains." 

Straight  at  his  pate  he  hurl'd  the  weighty 

The  crashing  weight  of  that  great,  big  stone ;  — • 

But  Saint  Medard 

Was  remarkably  hard. 
And  solid,  about  the  parietal  bone. 

And,  though  the  whole  weight  of  that  great,  big  stone, 
Game  straight  on  his  pate,  with  a  great,  big  thump, 
It  fail'd  to  graze 
The  skin,  —  or  to  raise 
On  the  tough  epidermis  a  lump,  or  bump  I 

As  the  hail  bounds  off  from  the  pent-house  slope,  >  - 
As  the  cannon  recoils  when  it  sends  its  shot, 

As  the  finger  and  thum): 

Of  an  old  woman  come 
From  the  kettle  she  handles,  and  finds  too  hot ;  — 
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— Or,  as  yon  may  see,  in  the  Fleet,  or  the  Bench, — 

—  >(any  folks  do  in  the  coarse  of  their  Uycs, — 

The  well-struck  ball 
Rebound  from  the  wall. 
When  the  Gentleman  jail-birds  are  playing  at  '< fives; 

All  these, — and  a  thousand  fine  similes  more,— 
Such  as  all  hare  heard  of,  or  seen,  or  read 

Recorded  in  print. 

May  give  you  a  hint 
How  the  stone  bounced  off  from  St  Medard's  head ' 

—  And  it  curVd  and  it  twirVd  and  it  whirl'd  in  air, 
As  this  great,  big  stone  at  a  tangent  flew ! 

— Just  missing  his  crown. 
It  at  last  came  down 
Plump  upon  Nick's  Orthopedical  shoe ! 

Oh  !  what  a  yell  and  a  screech  were  there  I  ~> 
How  did  he  hop,  skip,  bellow,  and  roar ! 
—  "  Oh  dear !  oh  dear !" — 
You  might  hear  him  here, 
Though  we're  such  a  way  off  from  the  Red-Sea  shoMif 

It  smashed  his  shin,  and  it  smash'd  his  hoof. 
Notwithstanding  his  stout  Orthopedical  shoe ; 
And  this  is  the  way 
That,  from  that  same  day, 
Old  Nick  became  what  the  French  call  BoUeux! 

Quakers,  and  Bakers,  Griseaes^  and  Friars 
And  Cardinal's  Niocea,  —  wherever  ye  be, 

St.  Medai*d  bless; 

You  can  scarcely  do  less 
If  you  of  your  corps  possess  any  esprit.  — 

And,  mind  and  take  cure,  yourselves,  —  and  beware 
Kow  you  get  in  Nick's  luffalo  bag!  —if  you  do, 
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I  Tery  much  doabt 
If  you'll  ever  get  out, 
Now  sins  are  so  many,  and  Saints  so  few  1 1 

MOBAL. 

Gentle  Reader,  attend 

To  the  voice  of  a  friend! 
And  if  ever  you  go  to  Heme  Bay  or  Southend^ 
Or  any  gay  wat'ring-place  outside  the  Nore, 
I>on*t  walk  out  at  eve  on  the  lone  sea-shore ! 
—  Unless  you  're  too  Saintly  to  care  about  Nick, 
And  are  sure  that  your  head  is  sufficiently  thick  T 

Learn  not  to  be  greedy  !  —  and,  when  you've  enough, 
Don't  be  anxious  your  bags  any  tighter  to  stuff — 
Recollect  that  good  fertune  too  far  you  may  push, 

And,   **  A  BIRD  IN  THE  HAND  IS  WORTH  TWO  IN  THE  BUSH  I** 

Then  turn  not  each  thought  to  increasing  your  store, 
Nor  look  always  like  *•  Oliver  asking  for  more!" 

Gourmandise  is  a  vice  —  a  sad  failing,  at  least;  — 

So  remember  "  Enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast !" 

And  don't  set  your  heart  on  "stew'd,"  "fried,"  "boil'd,    .r 

"rottst," 
Nor  on  delicate  "  Woodcocks  served  up  upon  toast  I" 

Don't  give  people  nick-names !  —  don't  even  in  fun. 

Call  any  one  "  snuff-colour*d  son  of  a  gun  I" 

Nor  fancy,  because  a  man  nous  seems  to  lack, 

That,  whenever  you  please,  you  can  "give  him  the  sack!" 

Last  of  all,  as  you'd  thrive,  and  still  sleep  in  whole  bones, 

Ip  TOUV'e  any  glass  WlNDOWb  NEVER  THBOW  BTOXBS  !  1 1 
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THE  LORD  OF  THOULOUSE. 

A   LEGEND   OF   LANQUEDOC. 

Veluti  in  speculum.  —  I%ialre  Royal  Cbv.  Gard, 

Count  Raymond  rules  in  Languedoc, 
0*er  the  champaign  fair  and  wide. 
With  town  and  stronghold  many  a  one, 
Wash'd  by  the  wave  of  the  blue  Garonne, 
And  from  far  Auvergne  to  Kousillon, 
And  away  to  Narbonne, 
And  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone; 
And  hid  Lyounois  silks  and  his  Narbonne  honey. 
Bring  iu  his  lordship  a  great  deal  of  money. 

A  thousaud  lances,  stout  and  true, 
Attend  Count  B.aymond's  call; 
And  Knights  9Tid  Nobles,  of  high  degree, 
From  Guienun,  Provence,  and  Burgundy, 
Before  Count  Baymond  bend  the  knee. 
And  vail  to  Lim  one  and  all. 

And  Isabel  of  Arragon 

He  weds,  the  Pride  of  Spain, 
Tou  might  not  ^nd  so  rich  n  prize, 
A  Dame  so  "healthy,  wealthy,  and  wise;" 
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So  pious  vntlinl — with  such  benutiful  eyes  — 
So  exactly  the  Venus  de*  Medicis'  size— 
In  all  that  wide  domain. 

Then  his  cellar  is  stored 

As  well  as  his  board, 
W."h  the  choicest  of  all  La  BelU  France  can  afford ; 
Chfunbertin,  Ch&teanx  Margaux,  La  Rose,  and  Lafitte, 
Wuh  Moet*s  Champagne.  **of  the  Comet  year."  **neat 
As  imported, "•^<* fine  sparkling," — and  not  over  sweet; 
Wiiile  his  Chaplain,  good  man,  when  call'd  in  to  say  grace, 
Woold  groan,  and  put  on  an  elongated  face 
At  such  turtle,  such  turbot,  John  Dory,  and  plaice ; 
Not  without  blushing,  pronouncing  a  benison. 
Worthy  old  soul  I  on  such  very  fat  Tenison, 

Sighing  to  think 

Such  victuals  and  drink. 
Are  precisely  the  traps  by  which  Satan  makes  men  his  own, 

And  grieying  o*er  scores 

Of  huge  barbecued  Boars, 
Which  he  thinks  should  not  darken  a  Christian  man's  doors, 
Though  'twas  all  very  well  Pagan  Poets  should  rate  *em 
As  **  Animal  propter  eonvivia  natum" 

He  was  right,  I  mu.-$t  say, 

For  at  this  time  of  day, 
When  we  're  not  so  precise,  whether  cleric  or  lay, 
With  respect  to  our  food,  as  in  time  so  patei. 
We  still  find  our  Boars,  whether  grave  ones  or  gay. 
After  dinner,  at  least,  very  much  in  the  way, 
(We  spell  the  word  now  with  an  E,  not  an  A ;) 
And  as  honest  Pire  Jaeque»  was  inclined  to  spare  diet-,  he 
Gave  this  advice  to  all  grades  of  society, 
'J  Think  less  of  pudding  —  and  think  more  of  piety.' 

As  to  his  clothes. 
Oh !  nobody  knows 
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What  lots  the  Count  had  of  cloaks,  aoublets,  and  hoM, 

Pantouflea,  with  bows 

Each  as  big  as  a  rose, 
A.nd  such  shirts  with  lace  ruffles,  such  waistcoats  and  ^cse 
Indescribable  garments  it  is  not  thought  right 
To  do  more  than  whisper  to  oreUlea  polite. 

Still  in  spite  of  his  power,  and  in  spite  of  his  riches. 
In  spite  of  his  dinners,  his  dress,  and  his — which  iB 
The  strangest  of  all  things — in  spite  of  his  Wife, 
The  Count  led  a  rather  hum-drum  sort  of  life. 
He  gi'ew  tired,  in  fact,  of  mere  eating  and  drinking, 
Grew  tired  of  flirting,  and  ogling,  and  winking 

At  nursery  maids 

As  they  walkM  the  Parades, 
The  Crescents,  the  Squares,  and  the  fiuo  Colonnades, 
And  the  other  gay  places,  which  young  ladies  use 
As  their  promenade  through  the  good  town  of  Thouloose. 

He  was  tired  of  hawking,  and  Ashing,  and  hunting. 
Of  billiards,  short-wbist,  chicken-hazard,  and  punting; 

Of  popping  at  pheasants, 

Qunils,  woodcocks,  and — peasants: 

Of  smoking,  and  joking, 

And  soaking,  provoking 

Such  headaches  next  day 

As  his  fine  St.  Peray, 
Though  the  best  of  all  Rhone  wines  can  never  repay, 
Till  weary  of  war,  women,  roast-gcese,  and  glory, 
With  no  great  desire  to  be  *'  famous  in  story," 

All  the  day  long. 

This  was  his  song, 
"Oh.  dear!  what  will  become  of  us? 

Oh,  dear !  what  shall  we  do  ? 
We  shall  die  of  blue  devils  if  some  of  us 

Can't  hit  on  somethinff  that*8  new!" 
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Men II while  his  sweet  Countess,  so  pious  and  good. 

Such  pomps  and  such  vanities  stoutly  eschew'd, 

With  all  fermented  liquors  and  high-season'd  food, 

Dfviird  kidneys,  and  sweet-breads,  and  ducks  and  ^en  peas 

Hiked  sucking-pig,  goose,  and  all  viands  like  these, 

ilash'd  calfs-head  included,  no  longer  could  please, 

A  curry  was  sure  to  elicit  a  breeze, 

5 :  was  ale,  or  a  glass  of  port-wine  after  cheese, 

Indeed,  any  thing  strong, 

As  to  tipple,  was  wrong ; 
ihe  stuck  to  "fine  Hyson,"  "Bohea,"  and  "Souchong," 
And  similar  imports  direct  from  Hong-Kong. 
In  vain  does  the  family  Doctor  exhort  her 
To  take  with  her  chop  one  poor  half-pint  of  porter; 

No ! —  she  alleges 

She's  taken  the  pledges  I 

Determined  to  aid 

In  a  gen'ral  Crusade 
Against  publicans,  vintners,  and  all  of  that  trade. 
And  to  bring  in  sherbet,  ginger-pop,  lemonnde, 
I*au  tucrSty  and  drinkables  mild  and  home-made  ; 
80  Alt  claims  her  friends*  efforts,  and  vows  to  devote  all  hers 
Solely  to  found  "  The  Thoulousian  Teetotallers." 

Large  sums  she  employs 

In  dressing  small  boys 
In  long  duffie  jackets,  and  short  corduroys, 
And  she  boxes  their  ears  when  they  make  too  much  noise  . 
In  short,  she  turns  out  a  complete  Lady  Bountiful, 
Filling  with  drugs  and  brown  Holland  the  county  fnlL 

Now  just  at  the  time  when  our  story  commences. 

It  seems  that  a  case 

Past  the  common  took  place, 
iTo  entail  on  her  ladyship  further  expenses, 
In  greeting  with  honour  befitting  his  station 
The  Prior  of  Aries,  with  a  Temperance  Legation, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


254  A    i^EGEND   OF    LANOOBDOC. 

Uespatch'd  by  Pope  Urban,  who  seixed  this  occasion 
To  aid  in  diluting  that  part  of  the  nation, 

An  excellent  man, 

One  who  stuck  to  his  can 
Of  cold  water  **  without" — and  he'd  take  such  a  lot  of  it, 

None  of  your  sips 

That  just  moistens  the  lips ; 
At  one  single  draught  he  'd  toss  off  a  whole  pot  of  it,-r> 

No  such  bad  thing 

By  the  way,  if  they  bring 
It  you  iced  as  at  Verrey's,  or  fresh  from  the  spring, 
When  the  Dog  Star  compels  folks  in  town  to  take  wing, 
Though  I  own  even  then  I  should  see  no  great  sin  in  it. 
Were  there  three  drops  of  Sir  Felixes  gin  in  it. 

Well,  leaving  the  lady  to  follow  her  pleasure, 
And  finish  the  pump  with  the  Prior  at  leisure, 
Let 's  go  back  to  Raymond,  still  bored  beyond  measur6» 
And  harping  away, 
On  the  same  dismal  lay, 
•*  Oh  dear !  what  will  become  of  us  ? 
Oh  dear !  what  can  we  do  ? 
We  shall  die  of  blue  devils,  if  some  of  us 
Can't  find  out  something  that's  new !" 
At  length  in  despair  of  obtaining  his  ends 
By  his  own  mother  wit,  he  takes  courage  and  sends. 
Like  a  sensible  man  as  he  is,  for  his  friends, 
'  Not  his  Lyndhursts  or  Eldons,  or  any  such  high  sirs. 
But  only  a  few  of  his  "backstairs  "  advisers; 
"Come  hither,"  says  he, 
"  My  gallants  so  free. 
My  bold  Rigmarole,  and  my  brave  Rigmaree, 
And  my  grave  Baron  Proser,  now  listen  to  me ! 
Voa  three  can't  but  see  I'm  half  dead  with  ennui. 
What's  to  be  done? 
I  must  have  f^ome  fnn, 
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And  I  will  too,  that's  flat — ay,  as  sure  as  a  gun. 
So  find  me  out  *  something  new  under  the  sun/ 
Or  I  'U  knock  your  three  jobbernowls  all  into  one  1^ 
You  three 
Agree! 
Come,  what  shall  it  be? 
Resolre  me  —  propound  in  three  skips  of  a  ilea!" 

Uigmarole  gare  a  **  Ha!"  Rigmaree  gave  a  •* Hem!'* 
Thejr  look'd  at  Count  Raymond  —  Count  Raymond    '  iheni, 
Aa  much  as  to  say,  **  Hare  you  nihil  ad  remf" 

At  length  Baron  Proser 

Responded,  **You  know,  sir, 
That  question 's  some  time  been  a  regular  poser ' 

Dear  me!  —  let  me  see, — 

In  the  way  of  a  *  spree' 

Something  new?  —  Eh!  —  No!  —  Yes! No  I — *t\d  realk  ui 

go,  sir." 

Says  the  Count,  "Rigmarole, 

You  're  as  jolly  a  soul. 
On  the  whole,  as  King  Cole,  with  his  pipe  and  his  bowl : 
Come,  I'm  sure  you'll  devise  something  novel  and  droll." — 
In  vain  —  Rigmarole,  with  a  look  most  profound. 
With  his  hand  to  his  heart  and  his  eye  to  the  ground, 
Shakes  his  head  as  if  nothing  was  there  to  be  found. 

**  I  can  only  remark. 

That  as  touching  a  Mark' 
I'm  as  much  as  your  Highness  can  be,  in  the  dark ; 
I  can  hit  on  no  novelty  —  none,  on  my  life, 
Unless,  peradventure,  you'd  *tea'  with  your  wife!" 

Quoth  Raymond,  "Enough! 

Nonsense !  —  humbug !  —  fudge  I  —  stuff  I 
Rigmarole,  you're  an  ass, —  you're  a  regular  Muff! 
Drink  tea  with  her  ladyship  ?  —  I  ?  —  not  a  bit  of  it  1 
Call  you  that  fun?  —  faith,  T  can't  see  the  wit  of  it; 

Mart  de  ma  vie! 

My  dear  Rigmaree. 
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You're  the  man,  after  all, — come,  by  way  of  a  fee, 

If  you  will  but  be  bright,  froor.  the  simple  degree 

Of  a  knight  I'll  create  you  at  diice  a  Aiar-quttI 

Put  your  conjuring  cap  on  —  consider  and  see, 

If  you  can't  beat  that  stupid  old  'Sumph'  with  his  'teal*** 

"That's  the  thing!  that  will  do! 

Ay^  marry,  that's  new!" 
Cries  Rigmaree,  rubbing  his  hands,  **  that  will  please  — 
My  *  Conjuring  cap' — it's  the  thing:  —  it's  *  the  cheese:' 
It  was  only  this  morning  I  pick'd  up  the  news ; 
Please  your  Highness,  a  Conjuror  *s  come  to  Thoulouse; 

I'll  defy  you  to  name  us 

A  man  half  so  famous 
For  deirildoms, —  Sir,  it 's  tlic  great  Nostradamus 
Cornelius  Agrippa,  'tis  said,  went  to  school  to  him, 
Gyngell  's  an  ass,  and  old  Faustus  a  fool  to  him, 
Talk  of  Lilly,  Albertus,  Jack  Dee  I — pooh!  all  six 
He  'd  soon  put  in  a  pretty  particular  fix ; 
Why  he'd  beat  ai  ligcsting  a  sword,  or  *  Gun  tricks* 
The  great  Northern  Wizard  himself  all  to  sticks! 

I  should  like  i*j  see  you 

Try  to  tauter  le  coup 
With  this  chap  at  short  whist,  or  unlimited  loo, 
By  the  Pope  you  'd  soon  find  it  a  regular  *  Do:' 
Why  he  docs  as  he  likes  with  the  cards, — when  he's  got  'em. 
There 's  always  an  Aco  or  a  King  at  the  bottom ; 
Then  for  casting  Nativities !  —  only  you  look 
At  the  volume  he 's  publish'd, —  that  wonderful  book! 
In  all  France  not  another,  to  swear  I  dare  Yenture,  \b 
Like,  by  long  chalks,  his  *  Prophetical  Centuries'-^ 
Don't  you  remember  how,  early  last  summer,  be 
Warn'd  the  late  King  'gainst  the  Tournament  mummery  | 
Didn't  his  Majesty  call  it  all  flummery, 

Scorning 

The  warning. 

And  get  the  next  morning 
His  poke  in  the  eye  from  that  clumsy  Montgomery^ 
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W]\j  be*ll  tell  you,  before 
You're  well  inside  his  door, 
All  your  Highness  may  wish  to  be  up  to,  and  more !" 

**  BraTo! — capital! — come,  let's  disguise  ourselves — quick* 
—  Fortune 's  sent  him  on  purpose  here,  just  in  the  nick ; 
We  'II  see  if  old  Hocus  will  smell  out  the  trick ; 
Let 's  start  off  at  once — Rigmaree,  you  're  a  Brick !" 

The  moon  in  gentle  radiance  shone 

O'er  lowly  roof  and  lordly  bower, 

O'er  holy  pile  and  armed  tower, 
And  danced  upon  the  blue  Garonne : 
Through  all  that  silrer'd  city  fair, 
Nr  sound  disturb'd  the  calm,  cool  air. 

Save  the  lover's  sigh  alone ! 
Or  where,  perchance,  some  slumberer's  nose 
Proclaim'd  the  depth  of  his  repose. 
Provoking  from  connubinl  toes 

A  hint — or  elbow-bone  ; 
It  might,  with  such  trifling  exceptions,  bo  sn'ul. 
That  Thoulouse  was  tm  still  as  if  Thoulousc  were  dcail, 
And  her  ^'oldest  inhabitant"  buried  in  lead. 

But  hark !  a  sound  invades  the  ear. 

Of  horses'  ho  ^fs  advancing  near ! 

They  gain  the  bridge  —  they  pass  —  they're  here! 
Side  by  side 
Two  strangers  ride, 
?or  the  streets  in  Tlioulouse  are  sufficiently  wide, 
That  is  I'm  assured  they  arc  —  not  having  tried. 

—  See,  now  they  Htop 

Near  an  odd-looking  shop. 
And  they  knock,  and  they  ring,  and  they  won't  be  denied. 

At  length  the  command 
Of  yome  unseen  hand 
22» 
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Chains,  and  bolts,  and  bars  obey, 

And  the  thick-ribb'd  oaken  door,  old  and  grr?/. 

In  the  pale  moonlight  gives,  slowly,  way. 

They  leave  their  steeds  to  a  page's  care, 

WLo  comes  mounted  behind  on  a  Flanders  mare. 

And  they  enter  the  house,  that  resolute  pair. 

With  a  blundering  step,  but  a  dare-devil  air, ' 

And  ascend  a  long,  darksome,  and  rickety  stair ; 

While,  arm'd  with  a  lamp  that  just  helps  you  to  see 

How  uncommonly  dark  a  place  can  be. 

The  grimmest  of  lads  with  the  grimmest  of  grins. 

Says,  *<  Gentlemen,  please  to  take  care  of  your  shin^t 

Who  ventures  this  road  need  be  firm  on  his  ]>inM  I 

Now  turn  to  the  left  —  now  turn  to  the  right  — 

Now  a  step  —  now  stoop  —  now  again  upright  — 

Now  turn  once  again,  and  directly  before  ye 

's  the  door  of  the  great  Doctor's  Labora-tory." 

A  word !  a  blow ! 

And  in  they  go ! 
No  time  to  prepare,  or  to  get  up  a  show. 
Yet  overy thing  there  they  find  quite  comme  ilfaui  :— 
Sucli  as  queer-looking  bottles  and  jars  in  a  row, 
Retorts,  crucibles,  such  as  all  conjurors  stow 
In  the  roomi  they  inhabit,  huge  bellows  to  blow 
The  fire  burning  blue  with  its  sulphur  and  tow  ; 
From  the  roof  a  huge  crocodile  hangs  rather  low. 
With  a  tail,  such  as  that,  which,  we  all  of  us  know, 
Mr.  Waterman  managed  to  tie  in  a  bow ; 
Pickled  snakes, *potted  Uzards,  in  bottles  and  b.isins 
Mke  those  nt  Morel's,  or  at  Fortnum  and  Mason's, 
All  articles  found,  you're  aware  without  telling, 
In  every  respectable  conjuror's  dwelling. 

Looking  solemn  and  wise. 
Without  turning  his  eyes, 
Or  betraying  the  slightest  degree  of  surprise. 
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In  tbe  midst  irits  the  doctor — his  hair  is  white. 
And  his  cheek  is  wan — but  his  glance  is  bright. 
And  hie  long  black  roqaelaure,  not  over-tight, 
Is  marked  with  strange  characters  much,  if  not  quite 
lake  those  on  the  bottles  of  green  and  blue  light 
Which  you  see  in  a  chymisVs  shop-window  at  night 
His  figure  is  tall  and  erect — rather  spare  about 
Ribs,  —  and  no  wonder  —  such  folks  never  jare  about 

Eating  or  drinking, 

While  reading  and  thinking, 
Don*t  fatten  —  his  age  might  be  sixty  or  thereabout. 

Raising  his  eye  so  grave  and  so  sage, 

Prom  some  manuscript  work  of  a  bygone  age. 

The  seer  very  composedly  turns  down  the  page. 

Then  shading  his  sight. 

With  his  hand  from  the  light, 
Says,  **  Well,  Sirs,  what  would  you  at  this  time  of  night? 
What  brings  you  abroad  these  lone  chambers  to  tread. 
When  all  sober  folks  are  at  home  and  abed  ?" 

"Travelers  we. 

In  our  degree, 
All  strange  sights  we  fain  would  see, 
And  hither  we  come  in  company ; 
We  have  far  to  go,  and  we  come  from  far, 
Through  Spain  and  Portingale,  France  and  Navarre : 

We  have  heard  of  your  name. 

And  your  fame,  and  our  aim, 
Qrcat  Sir,  is  to  witness,  ere  yet  we  depart 
From  Thoulouse,  —  and  to-morrow  at  cock-crow,  we  stnri  — 
Vour  skill  —  we  would  fain  crave  a  touch  of  your  art  I*' 

"Now  naye,  now  naye  —  no  travMers  ye! 

Nobles  ye  be 

Of  high  degree! 
With  half  an  eye  that  one  may  easily  sec.  — 
Count  Raymond,  y^oitr  servant! —  Vours.  Lord  Rigmaree* 
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I  must  call  you  6o  now  since  jronVe  made  a  JUar-guu; 
Faith,  clerer  boys  both,  but  you  can't  humbug  me ! 

No  matter  for  that! 

I  see  what  you'd  be  at  — 

Well  —  pray  no  delay, 

For  it's  late,  and  ere  day 
I  myself  must  be  hundreds  of  miles  on  my  way; 
So  tell  me  at  once  what  you  want  with  me  —  say ! 

Shall  I  call  up  the  dead 

From  their  mouldering  bed?  — 
Shall  I  send  you  yourselves  down  to  Hades  instead  ?  — 
Shall  I  summon  old  Harry  himself  to  this  spot  ?" 

—  **  Ten  thousand  thanki$.  No  !  we  had  much  rather  not 

We  really  can't  say 

That  we're  curious  that  way; 
But,  in  brief,  if  you'll  pardon  the  trouble  we're  giving, 
We'd  much  rather  take  a  sly  peep  at  the  living T 

Rigmaree,  what  say  you,  in 

This  case,  as  to  viewing 
Our  spouses,  and  just  ascertain  what  they're  doing?" 
"Just  what  pleases  your  Highness  —  I  don't  care  a  80uf  in 
The  matter  —  but  don't  let  old  Nick  and  his  crew  in !" 

—  **  Agreed !  —  pray  proceded  then,  most  sage  Nostradamus. 
And  show  us  our  wices  —  I  dare  swear  they  won't  shame  ual" 

A  change  comes  o'er  the  wizard's  face, 
And  his  solemn  look  by  degrees  gives  place 
To  a  half  grave,  half  comical,  kind  of  grimace. 
"For  good  or  for  ill, 
I  work  your  will! 
Yours  be  the  risk  and  mine  the  skill ; 
Blame  not  my  art  if  unpleasant  the  pill !" 

He  takes  from  a  ?helf,  and  he  pops  on  his  head, 
A  s<iuare  sort  of  cap,  black,  and  turn'd  up  with  rod 
And  desires  not  a  syllal  le  mnre  may  be  said ; 
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He  goes  on  to  mutter, 

And  stutter,  and  sputter 
lard  words,  such  as  no  men  but  wizards  dare  utter. 

"  Dies  mies !  —  Hocus  pocus — 

Adsis  Demon !  non  est  jokus  I 

Hi  Cocolorum — don't  proToke  us!  — 
Adesto! 
Presto! 

Put  forth  your  best  toe  I'* 
And  many  more  words,  to  repeat  which  would  choke  us,  — 
Such  a  sniff  then  of  brimstone !  —  it  did  not  last  long, 
Or  they  could  not  have  borne  it,  the  smell  was  so  strong. 

A  mirror  is  near, 

So  large  and  so  elear, 
If  you  priced  such  a  one  in  a  drawing-room  here, 
And  was  ask'd  fifty  pounds,  you  *d  not  say  it  was  dear ; 
But  a  mist  gather'd  round  at  the  words  of  the  seer, 

Till  at  length  as  the  gloom 

Was  subsiding,  a  room 
On  its  broad  poUshM  surface  began  to  appear, 
And  the  Count  and  his  comrade  saw  plainly  before  *em. 
The  room  Lady  Isabel  called  her  **  Sanctorum," 

They  start,  well  they  might, 

With  surprise  at  the  sight, 
Methinks  I  hear  some  lady  say,  "  Serve  'em  right !" 

For  on  one  side  the  fire 

Is  seated  the  Prior, 
At  the  opposite  corner  a  fat  little  Fnar ; 
By  the  side  of  each  gentleman,  easy  and  fi-eo, 
Sits  a  lady,  as  close  as  close  well  may  be. 
She  might  almost  as  well  hare  been  pereh'd  on  his  knee 

Dear  me !  dear  me ! 

Why  one  *8  Isabel  —  she 
On  the  opposite  side's  La  Marguue  Rigmareil^^ 

To  judge  from  the  spread 

On  the  board,  you  'd  have  said 
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That  the  partie  quarrie  bad  like  aldermen  fed, 
And  now  from  long  flasks  with  necks  covcr'd  with  leitd. 
They  were  helping  themselves  to  champagne,  whit^  uni  rea 
Hobbing  and  nobbing, 
And  nodding  and  bobbing, 
With  many  a  sip 
Both  from  cup  and  from  lip, 
And  with  many  a  toast  foUowM  up  )iy  a  "Hipl— 
Hip !  —  hip !  —  huzzay  !" 
—The  Count,  by  the  way, 
Though  ho  sees  all  they  're  doing,  can't  hear  what  they  vay 
Notwithstanding  both  he 
And  Mar-quis  Rigmaree 
Are  N)  vexM  and  excited  at  what  they  can  ste, 
Tb»t  each  utters  a  sad  word  beginning  witli  D. 
Tliat  word  once  spoke, 
The  silence  broke. 
In  an  instant  the  vision  is  coverM  with  smoke! 
But  enough  has  been  seen.     **  Hoi-se !  horse !  and  aw^y  V 
They  have,  neither,  the  least  inclination  to  stay, 
E'en  to  thank  Nostradamus,  or  ask  what's  to  pay.— 
They  rush  down  the  stair, 
How,  they  know  not,  nor  care. 
The  next  moment  the  Count  is  astride  on  his  bay, 
And  my  Lord  Rigmaree  on  his  mettlesome  grey ; 
They  dash  through  the  town. 
Now  up,  and  now  down ; 
iVnd  the  stones  rattle  under  their  hoofs  as  they  ride. 
As  if  poor  Thoulouse  were  as  mad  as  Cheapside  ;* 
Through  lane,  alley,  and  street. 
Over  all  that  they  meet; 
The  Count  1  jads  the  way  on  his  courser  so  fleet, 

•  "  The  Btonefl  did  rattle  underneath, 
Ai  If  Che»p«»We  were  mad." 

Oiipin't  TtMtr  in  MidtOuex  and  OtKi 
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My  Lord  Rigmaree  close  pursuing  his  beat, 

With  the  page  in  the  rear  to  protect  the  rtftreat. 

Where  the  bridge  spans  tho  river,  so  wide  and  so  deep, 

Their  headlong  career  o'er  the  causeway  they  keep, 

Upsetting  the  watchman,  two  dogs,  and  a  sweep, 

All  the  town  population  that  was  not  asleep. 

They  at  length  reach  the  castle,  just  outside  the  town, 

Where  —  in  peace  it  was  usual  with  Knights  of  renown  — 

The  portcullis  was  up,  and  the  drawbridge  was  down. 

They  dash  by  the  sentinels — "/>«»«  et  Tholovse!' 

Ev'ry  soldier  ( — they  then  wore  cock'd  hats  and  loig  queues. 

Appendages  banish'd  from  modern  reviews). 

His  arquebus  lowcr'd,  and  bow'd  to  his  shoes ; 

While  Count  Raymond  push'd  on  to  his  lady's  boudoir —  he 

Had  made  up  his  mind  to  make  one  at  her  soiree. 

He  rush'd  to  that  door, 

Where  ever  before, 
He  had  rapp'd  with  his  knuckles,  and  **tirrd  at  the  pin," 
Till  he  heard  the  soft  sound  of  his  Lady's  Come  in !" 
But  now,  with  a  kick  from  his  iron-heeVd  boot. 
Which,  applied  to  a  brick  wall,  at  once  had  goue  through  *t, 

He  dash'd  open  tlie  lock; 

It  gave  way  at  the  shock ! 
( — Dear  ladies,  don't  think  in  recording  the  fact, 
That  your  bard 's  for  one  moment  defending  the  act, 
"So — it  is  not  a  gentleman's  —  none  but  a  low  body 
No — could  perform  it)  —  and  there  he  saw  —  NOBODY  1 1 

Nobody?  — No  I! 

Oh,  hoi  — Oh,  ho! 
There  was  not  a  table  —  there  was  not  a  chair 
Of  all  tliat  Count  Raymond  had  ever  seen  thei*e 
(They'd  maroon-leather  bottoms  well  stulTM  with  horse- hair; 

That  was  out  of  its  place!  — 

There  was  not  a  trace 
Of  a  party  —  there  was  not  a  dish  or  a  plate  — 
No  sign  of  a  table-cloth  —  nothing  to  prate 
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Of  ft  supper,  9ympo9ium,  or  sitting  up  late ; 

There  was  not  a  spark  of  fire  left  in  the  grate, 

It  had  all  been  poked  out,  and  remain'd  in  that  state. 

If  there  was  not  a  fire, 

Still  less  was  there  friar, 
Marquue^  or  long  glasses,  or  Countess,  or  Prior, 
And  the  Count,  who  msh'd  in  open-mouth'd,  was  struck  duniu, 
And  oould  only  ejaculate,  "  Well !  —  this  it  rum !" 
He  rang  for  the  maids — had  them  into  the  room 
With  the  butler,  the  footman,  the  coachman,  the  groom, 
He  examined  them  all  rery  strictly — but  no! 
Notwithstanding  he  cross-  and  re-question*d  them  so, 
'Twas  in  vain — it  was  clearly  a  case  of  "No  Go!" 

"Their  Lady,"  they  said, 

**  Had  gone  early  to  bed, 
Having  rather  complained  of  a  cold  in  her  head  — 
The  stout  little  Friar,  as  round  as  an  apple. 
Had  pass'd  the  whole  night  in  a  vigil  in  chapel. 
While  the  Prior  himself,  as  he'd  usually  done, 
Had  rung  in  the  morning,  at  half-after  one, 
For  his  jug  of  cold  water  and  twopenny  bun, 
And  been  visible,  since  they  were  brought  him,  to  none. 

But,*'  the  servants  averr'd, 

"From  the  sounds  that  were  heard 
To  proceed  now  and  then  from  the  father's  tactUum 

They  thought  he  was  purging 

His  sins  with  a  scourging, 
And  making  good  use  of  his  knotted  ^aye/^tim.*' 

For  Madame  Rigmnrce, 

They  all  testified,  she 
Had  gone  up  to  her  bed-chamber  soon  after  tea. 
And  they  really  supposed  that  there  still  she  must  be. 

Which  her  spouse,  the  Mar-quia^ 

Found  at  once  to  agree 
With  the  rest  of  their  tale,  when  he  ran  up  tc  see. 
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Alack  for  Count  Raymond !  he  could  not  oonceiTe 
How  the  case  really  stood,  or  know  what  to  believe : 
Nor  could  Rigmaree  settle  to  laugh  or  to  grieve 

Til  ore  was  clearly  a  hoax. 

But  which  of  tlie  folks 
Had  managed  to  make  them  the  butt  of  their  jokes, 
Wife  or  wizard,  they  both  knew  no  more  than  Jack  N^kw 

That  glass  of  the  wizard's 

Stuck  much  in  their  gizzards, 
His  cap,  and  his  queer  cloak  all  X's  and  Izzards ; 
Then  they  found,  when  they  came  to  examine  again, 
Some  slight  falling  off  in  the  stock  of  champagne, 
Small,  but  more  than  the  butler  could  fairly  explain. 
However,  since  nothing  could  make  the  truth  known. 
Why,  —  they  thought  it  was  best  to  let  mattei*s  alone. 

The  Count  in  the  garden 

Begg'd  IsabeFs  pardon 
Next  morning  for  waking  her  up  in  a  fright. 
By  the  racket  he'd  kick'd  up  at  that  time  of  night ; 
And  gave  her  his  word  ho  had  ne'er  misbehaved  so, 
Had  ho  not  come  home  as  tipsy  as  David's  sow. 
Still,  to  give  no  occasion  for  family  snarls. 
The  friar  was  pack'd  back  to  his  convent  at  Aries, 

While  as  for  the  prior, 

At  Raymond's  desire. 
The  Pope  raised  his  rev'rence  a  step  or  two  highiT, 
And  made  him  a  bishop  in  partibus —  where 
His  see  was  I  cannot  exactly  declare, 
Or  describe  his  cathedral,  not  having  been  there. 
But  I  dare  say  you  '11  all  be  prepared  for  the  new*. 
When  I  say  'twas  a  good  many  miles  from  Thonloaae^ 
Where  the  prelate,  in  order  to  set  a  good  precedent. 
Was  enjoin'd,  as  a  tint  quA  non,  to  be  resident. 
You  will  fancy  with  me, 
That  Count  Raymond  was  free. 
For  the  rest  of  his  life,  from  his  former  mnni; 
28 
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Still  it  somehow  occarrM  that  as  often  as  he 
Chanced  to  look  in  the  face  of  my  Lord  Rigmnree, 
There  was  something  or  other — a  trifling  degree 
Of  constraint — or  embarrassment — easy  to  see. 
And  which  seem'd  to  be  shared  by  ^he  noble  Mar-quit, 
While  the  ladies  —  the  queerest  of  all  things  by  half  in 
My  tale,  noror  met  from  that  hour  without  laughing. 


Moral. 

Good  gentlemen  all,  who  ore  subjects  of  Hymen, 
Don't  make  new  acquaintances  rashly,  but  try  men, 
Aroid  above  all  things  your  cunning  (that's  sly)  men! 

Don't  go  out  o' nights 

To  see  conjuring  sleights, 
But  shun  all  such  people,  delusion  whose  trade  is ; 
Be  wise!  —  stay  at  home  and  take  tea  with  the  ladies. 

If  you  chance  to  be  out, 

At  a  "regular  bout,** 
And  get  too  much  of  "  Abbot's  Pale  Ale"  or  "Brown  Stout," 
Don't  be  cross  when  you  come  home  at  night  to  your  spuuc^e. 
Nor  be  noisy,  nor  kick  up  a  dust  in  the  house ! 

Be  careful  yourself,  and  admonish  your  sons, 
To  beware  of  all  folks  who  love  twopenny  buns  I 
And  don't  introduce  to  your  wife  or  your  daughter, 
A  sleek,  meek,  weak  gent— who  subsists  on  cold  water' 
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The  main  incident  recorded  in  the  following  excerpfa 
Vom  our  family  papers  has  but  too  solid  a  foundation. 
The  portrait  of  Roger  Ingoldsby  is  not  among  those  ib 
the  gallery,  but  I  have  some  recollection  of  having  seen, 
when  a  boy,  a  picture  answering  the  description  here 
pven  of  him,  much  injured,  and  lying  without  a  frame 
in  one  of  the  attics. 

THE  WEDDING-DAY; 
OR,  THE  BUCCANEER'S  CURSE. 

A    FAMILT   LROEND. 

It  has  a  jocund  sound, 
That  gleeful  marriage  chime, 
As  from  the  old  and  ivied  tower, 
It  peals,  at  the  early  matin  hour, 
Its  merry,  merry  round ; 
And  the  Spring  in  in  itjs  prime, 

And  the  song-bird,  on  the  spray. 
Trills  from  his  throat,  in  yaried  note. 
An  emulative  lay  — 
It  has  a  joyous  sound ! ! 
And  the  Vicar  is  there  with  his  wig  and  his  book. 
And  the  Clerk,  with  his  grave,  ^uati-sanctified  look« 
And  there  stand  the  village  maids,  all  with  their  pofdw, 
Their  lilies,  and  daffy-down-dillies,  and  roses, 
Dight  in  white, 
A  comely  sight. 
Fringing  the  path  to  the  left  and  the  right ; 
—  From  our  nursery  days  we  all  of  us  know 
Ne'er  doth  *•  Our  Ladye's  garden  grow" 
So  fair  for  a  "  Grand  Horticultural  Show" 
\h  whi!U  bordered  with  *' pretty  maids  all  on  a  row." 
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And  the  m^liins  are  Uiere,  escape<]  from  the  ml 
Of  that  *'  Limbo  of  Iiifantts,"  the  National  Schoi 

Whooping,  and  bawling. 

And  squalling,  and  calling, 

And  crawling,  and  creeping, 

And  jumping,  and  leaping, 
Bo-peoping  *midst  ''many  a  mould'ring  heap"  in 
Whose  bosom  their  own  "rude  forefathers"  are  slec)  iiigj 
— Toung  rascals!  —  instead  of  lamenting  and  weeping, 

Laughing  and  gay, 

A  gorge  dq>loy4e — 
Only  now  and  then  pausing — and  checking  their  piny, 
To  **  wonder  what  'tis  makes  the  gentlefolks  stay," 

Ah,  well  a-day! 

Little  deem  they. 
Poor  ignorant  dears !  the  bells,  ringing  away, 

Are  anything  else 

Than  mere  parish  bells, 
Oi'  that  each  of  them,  should  we  go  into  its  history. 
Is  but  a  "Symbol"  of  some  deeper  mystery  — 

That  the  clappers  and  ropes 

Are  mere  practical  tropes 
Of  "trumpets"  and  "tongues,"  and  of  "preachers,"  and  popea^ 
Unless  Clement  the  Fourth's  worthy  Chaplain,  Dumnd,  en% 
Bee  the  **Ma(ionaU"  of  that  goosey-gander. 

Qently!  gently,  Miss  Muse! 

Mind  your  Fs  and  your  Q'sl 
Pon't  be  malapert — laugh.  Miss,  but  never  abuse! 
Calling  names,  whether  done  to  attack  or  to  back  a  schism, 
IS,  Miss,  believe  me,  a  great  piece  of  jack-ass-ism, 

And  as,  on  the  whole, 

You're  a  good-natured  soul, 

Vou  must  never  enact  such  a  pitiful  rdie. 
No,  no.  Miss,  pull  up,  and  go  back  to  your  boys 
In  the  churchyard,  who 're  making  this  hubbub  and  noise — 
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But  hash!  there's  an  end  to  their  romping  and  mnmiJiiDg, 
For  voices  ore  heard  — here's  the  company  coming! 

And  see, —  the  avenue  gates  unfold, 
iVnd  forth  they  pace,  that  bridal  train. 
The  grave,  the  gay,  the  young,  the  old. 
They  cross  the  green  and  grassy  lane, 
Bridesman,  Bridesmaid,  Bridegroom,  Bride, 
Two  by  two,  and  side  by  side. 
Uncles,  and  aunts,  friends  tried  and  proved. 
And  cousins,  a  great  many  times  removed. 
A  fairer  Or  a  gentler  she, 
A  lovelier  maid,  in  her  degree, 
Man's  eye  might  never  hope  to  see, 
Than  darling,  bonnie  Maud  Ingoldsby, 
The  flow'r  of  that  goodly  company ; 
While  whisp'ring  low,  with  bated  voice, 
Close  by  her  side,  her  heart's  dear  choice. 
Walks  Fredville's  hope,  young  Valentine  Boys 
—  But  where,  oh  where,— 
Is  Ingoldsby's  heir? 
Ui#ie  Jack  Ingoldsby  ? — where,  oh  where? 
Why  he's  here, —  and  he's  there. 
And  he 's  every  where  — 
He 's  there,  and  he 's  here ; 
In  the  front  —  in  the  rear, — 
Now  this  side,  now  that  side, — now  far,  and  now  near— 
The  Puck  of  the  party,  the  darling  *«pet"  boy, 
Full  of  mischief,  and  fun,  and  good-humour  and  joy ; 
W>ii  his  laughing  blue  eye,  and  his  cheek  like  a  rose, 
And  his  long  curly  locks,  and  his  little  snub  nose ; 
In  his  tunic,  and  trousers,  and  cap  —  there  he  goes! 
Now  pinching  the  bridesmen, — now  teazing  his  sister. 
And  telling  the  bridesmaids  how  **  Valentine  kiss'd  her  ;** 
The  torment,  the  plague,  the  delight  of  them  all. 
See,  he's  into  the  churchyard! — he's  over  the  wall-* 
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OambolliDg,  frolicking,  capering  airay, 

He 's  the  first  in  the  church,  be  the  second  who  mny ! 


'Tis  o'er ;  —  the  holy  rite  is  done, 
The  rite  that  "incorporates  two  in  one," 
— And  now  for  the  feasting,  and  frolic,  and  fun ! 
Spare  we  tc  tell  of  the  smiling  and  sighing. 
The  shaking  of  hands,  the  embracing,  and  crying. 
The  *  ♦  toot  —  toot  —  toot" 
Of  the  tabour  and  flute, 
Of  the  white-wigg'd  Vicar's  prolonged  sal«te, 
Or  of  how  the  blithe  "College  Youths,** — rather  old  Magora 
Accustomed,  for  years,  to  pull  bell-ropes  for  wagers — 
Rang,  faster  than  ever,  their  "  triple-bob-MAJORs ;"      . 
(So  loud  as  to  charm  ye, 
At  once  and  alarm  ye; 
— **  SymboliCt'*  of  course,  of  that  rank  in  the  army.) 

Spare  we  to  tell  of  the  fees  and  the  dues 
To  the  "little  old  woman  that  open'd  the  pews," 
Of  the  largesse  bestow'd  on  the  Sexton  and  Clerk, 
Of  the  four-year-old  sheep  roasted  whole  in  the  park , 

Of  the  laughing  and  joking, 

The  quaffing,  and  smoking, 
And  chaffing,  and  broaching  —  that  is  to  say,  poking 
A  hole  in  a  mighty  magnificent  tub 

Of  what  men,  in  our  hemisphere,  term  "  Humming  Bub." 
But  which  gods,  —  who,  it  seems,  use  a  different  lingo 
From  mortals,  —  are  wont  to  denominate  "  Stingo  " 

Spare  we  to  tell  of  the  horse-collar  grinning ; 
The  cheese !  the  reward  of  the  ugly  one  winning ; 
Of  the  young  ladies  racing  for  Dutch  body-linen, — 
— The  8oapy-tail*d  sow,  —  a  rich  prise  when  yon'vt   caupni 
her, — 
.  Of  little  boys  bobbing  for  pippins  in  water; 
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The  smacks  nnd  the  whacks, 

And  the  jumpers  in  sacks, 
f  hese  aown  on  their  noses  and  those  on  their  backs ;  — 
Nor  skills  it  to  speak  of  those  darling  old  ditties, 
Sung  rarely  in  hamlets  now — neyer  in  cities, 
The  "  King  and  the  Miller,"  the  "  Bold  Robin  JTood," 
•*  Checy  Chase,''  "  Gilderotj,"  and  the  **  Babet  in  the  Wood!** 

— You  Ml  say  that  my  taste 

Is  sadly  misplaced, 
But  I  can't  help  confessing  these  simple  old  tunes, 
The  "Auld  Robin  Grays,''  and  the  **  Aileen  Aroont" 
The  "  Oramaehree  Mollys"  and  **  Sweet  Bonny  Doons" 

Arc  dearer  to  me, 

In  a  tenfold  degree, 
Than  a  fine  fantasia  from  over  the  sea ; 
And,  for  sweetnese,  compared  with  a  BeethoTen  fugue,  are 
As  "best^refined  loaf,"  to  the  coarsest  "brown  sugar;"* 
—  Alack,  for  the  Bard's  want  of  science !  to  which  he  ower 
All  this  misliking  of  foreign  caprieios  t  — 

Not  that  he'd  say 

One  word,  by  the  way. 
To  disparage  our  new  Idol,  Monsieur  Duprez  — 
But  he  grudges,  he  owns,  his  departed  half-guinea, 
Each  Saturday  night  when,  doTour'd  by  chagrin,  he 
Sits  listening  to  singers  whose  names  end  in  int. 

But  enough  of  the  rustics — let's  leave  them  pursuing 
Their  out-of-door  gambols,  and  just  take  a  view  in 
The  inside  the  hall,  and  see  what  they  are  doing ; 

And  first  there's  the  Squire, 

The  hale,  hearty  sire 
Of  the  bride, — with  his  coat-tails  subducted  and  higher 
A  thought,  than  they  're  commonly  wont  to  aspire ; 
His  back  and  his  buckskins  exposed  to  the  fire ;  — 

*  Ad  JmieuM,  Sirvientem  ad  Ugem  — 

Thif  rhyme,  if.  wh«n  rannii'd  h^  your  critical  «ar  It 
Is  not  quiu  i«gitiiaate,  oomos  pretty  near  it— T«I 
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— Brighl^  bright  are  bis  buttons,  — and  bright  is  the  hne 

Of  his  squarely-cut  coat  of  fine  Saxony  blue ; 

And  bright  the  shalloon  of  his  little  quill'd  queue; 

— ^White,  irhite  as  **  Young  England's,"  the  dimity  vest 

Which  descends  like  an  avalanche  o'er  his  broad  breast, 

Till  its  further  progression  is  put  in  arrest 

By  the  portly  projection  that  springs  from  his  chest, 

Orerhanging  the  garment — that  can't  be  exprest; 

— ^White,  white  are  his  locks,  —  which,  had  Nature  fair  play. 

Had  appeared  a  clear  brown,  slightly  sprinkled  with  grey ; 

But  they're  white  as  the  peaks  of  Plinlimmon  to-day, 

Or  Ben  Nevis,  his  pate  is  n  bienpoudri! 

Bright,  bright  are  the  boots  that  envelope  his  heels, 

—  Bright,  bright  is  the  gold  chain  suspending  his  seals 

And  still  brighter  yet  may  the  gazer  descry 

The  tear-drop  that  spangles  the  fond  father's  eye 

As  it  lights  on  the  bride — 

His  beloved  one — the  pride 
And  delight  of  bis  heart,  —  sever'd  now  from  his  side  ;— 

But  brighter  than  all, 

Arresting  its  fall. 
Is  the  smile,  that  rebukes  it  for  spangling  at  all, 
— A  clear  case,  in  short,  of  what  old  poets  tell,  as 
Blind  Homer  for  instance,  t¥  dacpwi  yiXoi, 

Then,  there  are  the  Bride  and  the  Bridegroom,  withdrawn 
To  the  deep  Gothic  window  that  looks  on  the  lawn. 
Ensconced  on  a  squab  of  maroon-colour'd  leather, 
And  talking — and  thinking^  no  doubt — of  the  wcatlicr. 

But  here  comes  the  party — Room !  room  for  the  pieHts! 
In  their  Pompadour  coats,  and  laced  ruffles,  and  vcsti*, 

—  First,  Sir  Charles  Grandison 
Baronet,  and  his  son, 

Charles, — the  mamma  does  not  venture  to  "show"  — 

—  Miss  BjTon,  you  know, 
She  was  call'd  long  ago  — 
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For  that  lady,  Hwas  said,  had  been  playing  the  d — 1, 

IabX  seuson,  in  town,  with  her  old  bean,  Squire  QrcTillc, 

Which  very  much  shock'd,  and  chagrin'd,  as  may  well  be 

Supposed,  "Doctor  Bartlett,"  and  "Good  Uncle  Selby." 

—Sir  Charles,  of  course,  could  not  give  Greville  his  gruel,  iu 

Order  to  prove  his  abhorrence  of  duelling. 

Nor  try  for,  deterr'd  by  the  serious  expense,  a 

Complete  separation  a  thoro  e(  mentis, 

So  he  "kept  a  calm  sough,"  and,  when  ask'd  to  a  party, 

A  dance,  or  a  dinner,  or  tea  and  icart%. 

He  went  with  his  son,  and  said,  looking  demurely. 

He  'd  "  left  her  at  home,  as  she  found  herself  poorly." 

Two  foreigners  near, 

**0f  distinction,"  appear; 
A  pair  more  illustrious  you  ne'er  heard  of,  or  paw, 
Count  Ferdinand  Fathom,  —  Count  Thaddeus  of  Warsaw, 
All  cover'd  with  glittering  hijovterie  and  hair  —  Poles, 
Whom  Lord  Dudley  Stuart  calls  "  Patriot,"— Hook  "  Bare  Poles ; 
Such  rings,  and  such  brooches,  such  studs,  and  such  pins ! 

'Twere  hard  to  say  which 

Were  more  gorgeous  and  rich, 
Or  more  truly  Mosaic,  their  chains  or  their  chins ! 
Next  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley,  —  Mr.  Will  Ramble, 
With  Dame  Lismahago,  (nU  Tabitha  Bramble), — 
Mr.  Random  and  Spouse,  —  Mrs.  Pamela  Booby, 
(Whose  nose  was  acquiring  a  tinge  of  the  ruby. 
And  "people  did  soy  *^  —  but  no  matter  for  that,... 
Folks  were  not  then  enlightened  by  good  Father  Afnt.) — 
— Three  friends  from  "the  Colonies"  near  them  were  seen. 
The  Qreat  Massachusetts  man,  General  Muff  Green.  ~ 
Mr.  Jonathan  W.  Doubikins,  —  men 
"  Influential  *oww,"  —  and  thei-  "  smart "  Uncle  Ben ;  — 
Rev.  Abraham  Adams  (preferred  to  a  stall),  — 
—  Mr  Jones  and  his  lady,  from  Allworthy  Hall ; 

—  Our  friend  Tom,  by  the  way, 

Had  turn'd  out  rnthcr  gny 
For  a  married  man  — certainly  "  people  did  tayj^ 
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He  was  shrewdly  sospected  of  using  his  wife  ill, 

And  being  as  sly  as  his  half-brother  Blifil.  — 

(Miss  Seagrim,  'tis  well  known,  was  now  in  high  feather. 

And  **  people  did  satfy'  they  'd  been  seen  out  together,  — 

A  fact,  the  "  Boy  Jones,"  who,  in  our  days,  with  malice 

Aforethought,  so  often  got  into  the  Palace, 

Would  seem  to  confirm,  as  *ti8  whisperM  he  owns,  he's 

The  son  of  a  natural  son  of  Tom  Jones's.) 

Lady  Bellaston  {mem.  she  had  not  been  inrited!) 

Sir  Peregrine  Pickle,  now  recently  knighted, — 

All  joyous,  all  happy,  all  looking  delighted ! 

—  It  would  bore  you  to  death  should  I  pause  to  describe, 
Or  enumerate  half  of  the  elegant  tribe 

Who  fiird  the  back-ground, 

And  among  whom  were  found 
The  4lHe  of  the  old  country  families  round. 
Such  as  Honeywood,  Oxenden,  KnatchbuU,  and  Norton, 
Matthew  Robinson,*  too,  with  his  beard  from  Monk's  Horton. 
The  Faggs.  and  Finch-Hattons,  Tokes,  Derings,  and  Decdses. 
And  Fairfax,  (who  then  called  the  castle  of  Leeds  his ;} 

Esquires,  Knights,  and  Lords, 

In  bag- wigs  and  swords ; 

And  the  troops,  and  the  groups 

Of  fine  Ladies  in  hoops  ; 
The  pompo<mSj  the  toupies^  and  the  diamonds  and  feathers 

The  flower'd-silk  taeguea 

Which  they  wore  on  their  backs  — 

—  How  ?  «-  taeques  and  pompoona,  with  the  Squire's  boots  and 

leathers  ? — 

Stay !  stay !  —  I  suspect. 
Here 's  a  trifling  neglect 

•  k  worthy  and  «ooentric  eonntry  gentleman,  afterwards  the  aeeood  Lord 
Rokeby,  being  oouHln  ("  a  great  many  times  removed  ")  and  Baoceenor  in  the 
barony  to  Richard,  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  who  first  bore  that  titla^— Hi* 
baaid  aai  truly  patriarchal.  —  Mr.  Munti's^poohl— 
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On    yoor    part,   Madame    Mase  —  tliough    yoa*re  commonlj 

aoGUT^ite, 
Afl  fc  eostuuie,  as  brown  Quaker,  or  black  Curate, 

For  once,  I  confess, 

Here  you're  out  as  to  dress; 
Tou  've  been  fairly  caught  napping,  which  gires  me  distress, 
For  I  can't  but  acknowledge  it  is  not  the  thing, 
Sir  Roger  de  Coverley's  laced  suit  to  bring 
Into  contact  with  square-cut  coats, —  such  as  George  Bynp 
And  poor  dear  Sir  Francis  appcar'd  in,  last  spring. — 
So,  having  for  once  been  compell'd  to  acknowledge,  I 
*\e  made  a  small  hole  in  our  mutual  chronology, 
Canter  on,  Miss,  without  farther  apology, — 

Only  don't  make 

Such  another  mistake, 
Or  you'll  get  in  a  scrape,  of  which  I  shall  partake;  — 
Enough  I  — you  are  sorry  for  what  yon  have  done, 
So  dry  your  eyes.  Miss,  blow  your  nose,  and  go  on ! 

Well — the  party  are  met,  all  radiant  and  gay. 

And  how  ev'ry  person  is  dress'd  —  we  won't  say ; 

Suffice  it,  they  all  come  glad  homage  to  pay 

To  our  dear  "bonnie  Maud,"  on  her  own  wedding-day. 

To  dance  at  her  bridal,  and  help  "  throw  the  stocking," 

— A  practice  that's  now  discontinued  as  shocking. 

There 's  a  breakfast,  they  know  — 

There  always  is  so 
On  occasions  like  these,  wberesoeyer  you  go. 
Of  course  there  are  **lots"  of  beef,  potted  and  hung. 
Prawns,  lobsters,  cold  fowl,  and  cold  ham,  and  cold  tongue 
Hot  tea,  and  hot  coffee,  hot  rolls,  and  hot  toast. 
Cold  pigeon-pie  (rook  ?),  and  cold  boil'd  and  cold  roast, 
Scotch  marmalade,  jellies,  cold  cream,  colder  ices  — 
Blancmange,  which  young  ladies  say,  so  very  nice  is, — 
Rock-melonB  in  thick,  pines  in  much  thinner  apices, — 
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Char,  potted  irith  clarified  butter  and  spices. 

Renewing  an  appetite  long  past  its  crisis  — 

Refined  barley-sugar,  in  various  devices. 

Such  as  bridges,  and  baskets,  and  temples,  and  grottoes  — 

And  nasty  French  lucifer  snappers  with  mottoes. 

— In  short,  all  those  gimcracks  together  were  met 

Which  people  of  fashion  toll  Gnnter  to  get 

When  they  give  a  prand  dif'H^er  d  la/ourehette  — 

(A  phrase  which,  though  French,  in  our  language  still  UngerSt 

Intending  a  breakfast  with  forks  and  not  fingers.) 

And  see !  what  a  mountainous  bride-cake ! — a  thing 

By  itself — with  small  pieces  to  pass  through  the  ring! 

Now  as  to  the  wines! — "Ay,  the  wine?"  cries  the  Squire, 
Jjetting  fall  both  his  coat-tails — which  nearly  take  fire, — 

Rubbing  his  hands. 

He  calls  out,  as  he  stands, 
To  the  serving-men  waiting  "his  Honour's"  commands, 
*•  The  wine ! — to  be  sure  —  here  you,  Harry — Bob — Dick  — 
"The  wine,   don't  yua  hear?  —  bring   us   lights — come,   be 

quick ! — 
And  a  crow-bar  to  knock  down  the  mortar  and  brick  — 

Say  what  they  nmy 

*Fore  George  we  '11  make  way 
Into  old  Roger  lugoldbby's  cellar  to-day ; 
And  let  loose  his  captives,  imprisoned  so  long. 
His  flasks,  and  his  casks,  that  he  brick'd  up  so  strong!" — 
—  "Oh  dear!  oh  dear!  Squire  Ingoldsby,  bethink  yon  what 

you  do!" 
Kxclnims  old  Mrs.  Botherby,*«-she  is  in  mch  a  stew! — 
**0h  dear!  oh  dear!  what  do  I  hear? — full  oft  you've  heard 

me  tell 
Vi  the  curse  *  Wild  Roger '  left  upon  whoe'er  should  break  his 
cell! 

*  Omt-fmiidinfiininii,  by  the  ttitlunfn  eMe,  to  the  excellent  lady  of  the 
Oiuue  who  yet  '*  kenpi  the  keys  "  at  Tappingtou. 
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*(  Poll  fire-and-twenty  years  are  gone  since  Roger  went  away, 
As  I  bethink  me,  too,  it  was  upon  this  very  day ! 
And  T  was  then  a  comely  dame,  and  you,  a  springald  gay. 
Were  up  and  down  to  London  town,  at  opera,  ball,  and  play ; 
Your  locks  were  nut-brown  then,  Squire — you  grow  a  littlt 
grey!— 

•*'\Vild  Roger,'    so    we    callM    him  then,   your    grand:sire'6 
youngest  son, 

He  was,  in  truth, 
A  wayward  youth, 
We  fear'd  him,  every  one 
In  ev'ry  thing  he  had  his  will,  he  would  be  stayed  by  none. 
And  when  he  did  a  naughty  thing,  he  laugh*d  and  call'd  it  fun ! 
—  One  day  his  father  chid  him  sore  —  I  know  not  what  he'd 
done. 

But  he  BcornM  reproof; 
And  from  Uiis  roof 
Away  that  night  he  run  I 

"Seven  years  were  gone  and  over — *  Wild  Roger'  camo  again. 
Ho  spoke  of  forays  and  of  frays  upon  the  Spanish  Main ; 
And  he  had  store  of  gold  galore,  and  silks,  and  satins  fine. 
And  flasks,  and  casks  of  Malvoisie,  and  precious  Gascon  wine! 
Rich  booties  ho  had  brought,  he  said,  across  the  western  wave. 
And  came,  in  penitence  and  shame,  now  of  his  sire  to  crave 
Forgiveness  and  a  welcome  home  —  his  sire  was  in  his  grave! 

"  Your  Father  was  a  kindly  man  —  he  plny'd  a  brother  s  part. 
He  press'd  his  brother  to  his  breast — he  had  a  kindly  heart, 
Faiu  would  he  have  him  tarry  here,  their  common  hearth  to 

share. 
Rut  Roger  was  the  same  man  still, —  he  scom*d  h'S  brother's 

pray'r ! 
He  cuird  his  crew, — away  he  flew,  and  on  those  foreign  shorei 

24 
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Uol  kill*d  in  some  outlandish  place — they  call  it  the  Breflores,* 

But  ere  he  went, 

And  quitted  Kent, 

— I  well  lecjill  the  day, — 
His  flasks  and  casks  of  Gascon  wine  be  safely  '  stowM  away :' 
Within  the  cellar's  deepest  nook,  he  safely  stow'd  them  all, 
And  Mason  Jones  brought  bricks  and  stones,  and  they  built  up 
thewaU. 

••  Oh !  then  it  was  a  fearfdl  thing  to  hear  'Wild  Roger's*  ban! 
Good  gracious  me !  I  never  heard  the  like  from  mortal  man, 
*  Here's  that,'  quoth  he,  *  shall  serve  me  well,  when  I  return  at 

last, 
A  batter'd  hulk,  to  quaff  and  laugh  at  toils  and  dangers  past ; 
Accurst  be  he,  whoe'er  he  be,  lays  hand  on  gear  of  mine. 
Till  I  come  back  again  from  sea,  to  broach  my  Gascon  wine !' 
A.nd  more  he  said,  which  flll'd  with  dread  all  those  who  listen'd 

there ; 
In  sooth  my  very  blood  ran  cold,  it  lifted  up  my  hair 
With  very  fear,  to  stand  and   hear  *Wild  Roger*  curse  and 

swear ! ! 
He  saw  my  fright,  as  well  he  might,  but  still  he  made  his  game. 
He  caird  me   *  Mother  Bounce-about,*  my  Gracious,  what  a 

name! 
Kay,  more  *an  old' — some  *  boat-woman,' — I  may  not  say  foi 

shame !  — 
Then,  gentle  Master,  pause  awhile,  give  heed  to  what  I  tell. 
Nor  break,  on  such  a  day  as  this,  <  Wild  Roger^s'  secret  ceUl*' 

"Pooh!  pooh!"  quoth  the  Squire, 

As  ho  moved  from  the  fire. 
And  bade  the  old  Housekeeper  quickly  retire, 

"  Pooh  I  —  never  tell  me ! 

Nonsense  —  fiddle-de-dee  I 
What? — wait  Uncle  Rogers  return  back  from  sea? — 

*  Asorex?  — Mm.  Bothwby^B  orthojpvphj,  1<k«  th«t  of  iMr  dlrtlDfiilaiMd 
crint«ni{.ornry  Baron  Dab#rly,  wsn  "a  litUe  looaa." 
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Why  he  may,  as  you  say, 

Hav^  been  someirhat  too  gay, 
And,  no  doubt,  was  a  broth  of  a  boy  in  his  way ; 
But  what's  that  to  us,  now,  at  this  time  of  day? 

What,  if  some  quarrel 

With  Dering  or  Darrell— 
— )  hardly  know  which,  but  I  think  it  was  Dcrlng,— 
Sent  him  back  in  a  huff  to  his  old  priyateering. 
Or  what  his  unfriends  chose  to  call  Buccaneering, 
It's  twenty  years  since,  os  we  very  well  know. 
He  was  knock'd  on  the  head  in  a  skirmish,  and  so 
Why  rake  up  •  auld  warld'  tales  of  deeds  long  ago  ?— 
— Foul  befall  him  who  would  touch  the  deposit 
Of  living  man,  whether  in  cellar  or  closet ! 

But  since,  as  I  've  said, 

Knock'd  on  the  head, 
Uncle  Roger  has  now  been  some  twenty  years  dead 

As  for  his  wine, 

I'm  his  heir,  and  it's  mine! 
And  I'd  long  ago  work'd  it  well,  but  that  I  tarried 

For  Uiis  very  day — 

And  I'm  sure  you'll  all  say 
I  was  right — when  my  own  darling  Maud  should  get  married  1 
So  lights  and  a  crow-bar !  —  the  only  thing  lies 
On  my  conscience,  at  all,  with  respect  to  this  prize, 
Is  some  little  compunction  anent  the  Excise  — 

Come  —  you,  Master  Jack, 

Be  the  first,  and  bring  back 
Whate'er  comes  to  hand  —  Claret,  Burgundy,  Sack  — 
Ilead  the  party,  and  mind  that  you're  back  in  a  crack P* 

Away  go  the  clan. 

With  cup  and  with  can. 
Little  Jack  Ingoldsby  loading  the  van ; 
Little  reck  thoy  of  the  Buccaneer's  ban. 
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Hope  whispers,  "Perchance  we'll  fall  in  with  strong  beer  ttto 

here!" 
West  thought!  which  sets  them  all  grinning  from  car  to  ear! 

Through  cellar  one,  through  cellars  two. 
Through  cellars  three  they  pass'd ! 

And  their  way  tliey  took 

To  the  farthest  nook 
Of  cellar  four  — the  last  I— 
Blithe  and  gay,  they  batter  away, 
On  this  wedding-day  of  Maud's, 
With  all  their  might,  to  bring  to  light, 
"  Wild  Roger's"  "  Custom-house  frauds !" 

And  though  stone  and  brick 

Be  never  so  thick, 
When  stoutly  assail'd,  they  are  no  bar 

To  the  powerful  charm 

Of  a  Yeoman's  arm 
When  wielding  a  decentish  crow-bar ! 
Down  comes  brick,  and  down  comos  stone. 

One  by  one  — 

The  job 's  half  done ! — 
"Where  is  he? — now  come — where *8  Master  John?"— 

There's  a  breach  in  the  wall  three  feet  by  two, 

And  little  Jack  Ingoldaby  soon  pops  through ! 

Hark !  —  what  sound 's  that  ?  —  a  sob  ?  —  a  sigh  ?  — 
The  choking  gasp  of  a  stifled  cry  ?^ 

««— What  can  it  be  ? — 

Let 's  see ! —  let 's  see  I 
It  eanU  be  little  Jack  Ingoldsby 

The  candle  —  quick !" 

Through  stone  and  through  brick, 
They  poke  in  the  light  on  a  long  split  stick; 
But  ere  he  who  holds  it  can  wave  it  about 
He  gasps,  and  he  sneezm-^the  liqiit  ookb  ohtI 
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Tet  were  there  those,  in  after  days, 
Who  said  that  pale  light's  flickering  bhize. 
For  a  moment,  gleam'd  on  a  dark  Form  there, 
Scem'd  as  bodied  of  foul  black  air!— > 
— In  Mariner's  dress, — with  cutlass  braced 
By  buckle  and  broad  black  belt,  to  its  waist, — 
— On  a  cock'd-hat,  laced 
With  gold,  and  phiced 
With  a  degagi^  devil-may-care,  kind  of  taste. 
O'er  a  bala/ri  brow  by  a  scar  defaced ! — 
That  Form,  they  said,  so  foul  and  so  black, 
Grinn'd  as  it  pointed  at  poor  little  Jack. — 
—  I  know  not,  I,  how  the  truth  may  be, 
But  the  pent-up  vapour,  at  length  set  free, 
Set  them  all  sneezing, 
And  coughing,  and  wheezing. 
As,  working  its  way 
To  the  regions  of  day, 
It,  at  last,  let  a  purer  and  healthier  breeze  Id 
Of  their  senses  bereft, 
To  the  right  and  the  left, 
Those  varlets  so  lately  courageous  and  stout, 
There  they  !ay  kicking  and  sprawling  about, 
Like  Billingsgate  fresh  Ash,  unconscious  of  ice, 
Or  those  which,  the  newspapers  give  us  advice, 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Lombard-street,  sells  at  half-price ; 
—  Nearer  the  door,  some  half-dozen,  or  more ! 
Scramble  away 
To  the  re2  de  ehauatSe, 
(As  our  Frenchified  friend  always  calls  his  ground-tl nor,) 
And  they  call,  and  they  bawl,  and  they  bellow  ami  rour 
For  lights,  vinegar,  brandy,  and  fifty  things  more. 
At  length,  after  no  little  clamour  and  din, 
The  foul  air  let  out  and  the  fresh  air  let  in, 
They  drag  one  and  all 
Up  into  the  hall, 
24* 
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Where  a  medical  Quaker   the  great  Dr.  Lettsom. 
Who's  one  of  the  party,  '*  bleeds,  phypicks,  and  svcate  ' 
All  ?  —  all  —  save  One  — ■ 
—"But  He!— my  Son ?— 
Merciful  Heaven ! —  where  —  where  is  Jobn  ?'* 

»  *  *  «  « 

Within  that  cell,  so  dark  and  deep 

lies  One,  as  in  a  tranquil  sleep. 

A  sight  to  make  the  sternest  weep  f — 

— That  little  heart  is  pulseless  now, 

And  cold  that  fair  and  open  brow. 

And  closed  that  eye  that  beam'd  with  joy 

And  hope  — *'  Oh,  God !  my  Boy  I —  my  lioy  ** 

Enough! —  I  may  not-, —  dare  not, —  show 
The  wretched  Father's  fi-antic  woe. 
The  Mother's  tearless,  speechless  —  No  I 
I  may  not  such  a  theme  essay  — 
Too  bitter  thoughts  crowd  in,  and  stay 
My  pen  —  sad  memory  will  have  way ! 
Enough ! — at  once  I  close  the  lay, 
Of  fair  Maud's  fatal  Wedding-day  ! 

It  has  a  mournful  sound. 

That  single,  solemn  Bell ! 
As  to  the  hills  and  woods  around, 

It  flings  its  deep-toned  knell  t 
That  measured  toll ! — alone  —  apart. 
It  strikes  upon  the  human  heart! 
—  It  has  a  mournful  sound  I 

Moral. 

Clome,  come,  Mrs.  Muse,  we  can  t  part  in  this  way, 
Or  you  'U  leave  me  as  dull  as  ditch-water  all  d«y. 
Try  and  squeeze  out  a  Moral  or  two  from  your  Iny 
And  let  us  part  cheerful   at  least  if  not  gay ! 
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First  and  foremost  then,  Gentlefolks,  learn  from  my  song, 
Not  to  lock  up  your  wine,  or  malt-liquor,  too  long  I 
Though  Port  should  have  age, 
Yet  I  don't  think  it  sage 
To  entomb  it,  as  some  of  your  eonnomeurs  da. 
Till  it's  losing  in  flavour,  and  body,  and  hue; 
-  —  I  question  if  keeping  it  does  it  much  go')d 
After  ten  years  in  bottle  and  three  in  the  wood. 

If  any  young  man,  though  a  snubb'd  younger  brother, 
When  told  of  his  faults  by  his  father  and  mother. 
Runs  restive,  and  goes  off  to  sea  in  a  huff, 
Depend  ou  %  my  frieud.«>,  that  young  man  is  a  Muff  I 

Next  —  ill-gotten  gains 

Are  not  worth  the  pains! — 
They  prosper  vrith  no  one  I  —  so  whether  cheroots, 
Or  Havannah  cigars, —  or  French  gloves,  or  French  boots,- 
Whatever  you  want,  pay  the  duty !  nor  when  you 
Buy  uny  such  articles,  cheat  the  revenue ! 

And  "now  to  conclude," — 

For  it's  high  time  I  should, — 
When  you  do  rejoice,  mind, — whatsoever  yon  do, 
That  the  hearts  of  the  lowly  rejoice  with  you  too  I— 

Don't  grudge  tliem  their  jigs. 

And  their  frolics  and  "rigs," 
And  don't  interfere  with  tbeir  soapy-tail'd  pigs : 
Nor  "  because  thou  art  virtuous,"  rail,  and  exhale 
An  anathema,  breathing  of  vengeance  and  wail, 
Upon  every  complexion  less  pale  than  sea-kaJe ! 
Nor  dismiss  the  poor  man  to  his  pump  and  his  pail, 
With  "Drink  thtre/ — we'll  have  henceforth  no  more  cnke« 
andoleir 
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Mox  Reglna  flllaxn  p«perit  a  muUi*  optntam  et  a  Deo  nnrtifkr.tuoi. 
CnmqaeTnfiiDBnatuii  fuiMvt,  sUtim  clarA  ?oc«,  omniboii  auiUeDUbiw,  climiaTii 
•^ChriiUamu  iumi  Christianus  sumi  Chrittianus  sum  T  Ad  hane  rucvra 
Pratbyten  doo,  WIderinos  et  EdwolduB,  dioentes  Deo  Oraeifu,  et  omnan  qui 
aderaot  mlrantea,  oaep«'rant  cantare  TV  Deum  laudamui.  Quo  fncto  mcabnt 
Infana  cathecumvnum  a  M'iderino  Moenlote  fieri,  et  ab  Edwolilo  tf«n«n  «d 
praMlgnacalum  ildel  et  Romwoldum  vocari.  —  Nor  Lmud.  Anul.  I3I  Vita 

Son  UOMUALDL 


In  Kent,  we  nre  told, 

There  was  seated  of  old, 
A  handsome  voung  gentleman,  courteous  and  bold. 
He  'd  an  oaken  atrong-box,  well  replenished  with  gold. 
With  broad  lands,  pasture,  arable,  woodland,  and  wold. 
Not  an  acre  of  which  had  been  mortgaged  or  sold ; 
He  'd  a  Plesaunce  and  Hall  passing  fair  to  behold. 
He  had  beeves  in  the  byre,  he  had  flocks  in  the  fold, 
And  was  somewhere  about  five-and-twenty  years  old. 

His  figure  and  face. 

For  beauty  and  grace, 
To  the  best  in  the  county  had  scom'd  to  giTe  place. 

Small  marvel  then, 

If,  of  women  and  men 
Whom  he  chanced  to  foregather  with,  nine  out  of  ten 
ExpressM  themselves  charm'd  with  Sir  Alured  Poniie. 

From  my  earliest  youth, 

I  've  been  taught,  as  a  truth, 
A  raAxim  which  roost  will  consider  as  sooth, 
Though  a  few,  perad venture,  mny  think  it  uncouth ; 

(284» 
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There  are  three  social  duties,  the  whole  of  the  swurm 
In  this  great  haman  hive  of  ours,  ou^ht  to  perform. 
And  that  too  as  soon  as  conreniently  may  be ; 

The  first  of  tlie  three — 

Is,  the  planting  a  Tree ! 
The  next,  the  producing  a  Book  —  then,  a  Baby! 
(For  my  part,  dear  Reader,  without  any  jesting,  I 
do  far  at  least,  have  accomplish'd  my  destiny.) 

From  the  foremost,  i.e. 

The  "planting  the  Tree." 
The  Knight  may,  perchance,  have  conceived  himself  fi*«. 
Inasmuch  as  that,  which  way  soever  he  looks 
Over  park,  mead,  or  upland,  by  streamlets  and  brookn. 
His  fine  beeches  and  elms  shelter  thousands  of  rooks ; 

In  twelve  eighty-two. 

There  would  also  accrue 
Much  latitude  as  to  the  article.  Books 
But,  if  those  we  've  disposed  of,  and  need  not  reeall, 
Might,  ns  duties,  appear  in  comparison  small, 
One  rcmftin*d,  there  was  no  getting  over  at  all, 
— The  providing  a  male  Heir  for  Bonnington  Hall ; 
Which,  donbtles!>,  induced  the  good  Knight  to  decidtf. 
As  a  matter  of  conscience,  on  taking  a  Bride. 

]t*s  a  very  fine  thing,  and  delightful  to  see 
Inclination  and  duty  unite  and  ngree, 

Because  it's  a  case 

That  so  rarely  takes  place; 
In  the  instance  before  us  then  Alured  Denne 
Might  well  be  estecm'd  the  rooi«t  lucky  of  men, 

Inasmuch  as  hard  by, 

Indeed  so  very  nigh, 
riiat  her  chimnevs,  from  his,  you  might  almost  do^crj, 
Dwelt  a  Lady  at  whom  he'd  long  cast  a  sheep's  r}e. 
One  whose  character  scandal  itself  could  defy, 
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While  her  charms  nnd  accoinplislimcnts  ranked  vei  ji  high. 

And  who  would  not  deoy 

A  propitious  reply, 
Out  reflect  back  his  blushes,  and  give  sigh  for  f;igh. 
(A  Une  that's  not  mine,  but  Tom  Moore's,  by  the  by.) 

Thore  was  many  a  gay  and  trim  bachelor  near, 
Who  felt  sick  at  heart  when  the  news  met  his  ear. 
That  fair  Edith  Ingoldsby,  she  whom  they  all 
The  ''Rosebud  of  Tappington "  ceased  not  to  call. 

Was  going  to  say, 

"  Honour,  loTe,  and  obey" 
To  Sir  Alnred  Denne,  Knight,  of  Bonnington  Hall, 
That  all  other  suitors  were  left  in  the  lurch, 
And  the  parties  had  even  been  ''out-asked  "  in  church. 

For  every  one  says 

In  those  primitive  days. 
And  I  must  own  I  think  it  redounds  to  their  praise, 
None  dream'd  of  transferring  a  daughter  or  niece 
As  a  bride,  by  an  "unstamped  agreement,"  or  lease, 
*Fore  a  Register's  Clerk,  or  a  Justice  of  Peace, 

While  young  ladies  had  fain 

Single  women  remain, 
And  un wedded  maids  to  the  last  "crack  of  doom"  stick. 
Ere  marry,  by  taking  a  jump  o'er  a  broomstick. 

So  our  bride  and  bridegroom  agreed  to  appear 

At  holy  St.  Romwold's,  a  Priory  near. 

Which  a  long  while  before,  I  can't  say  in  wbat  year. 

Their  forebears  had  join'd  with  the  neighbours  to  rear, 

Ani  endow'd,  some  with   bucks,  some  with   beef,  &*t:t\c  vnt 

beer. 
To  comfort  the  friars,  and  make  them  good  cheer, 

Adorning  the  building, 

With  carving  and  gilding, 
.Ind  stone  altars,  fii'd  to  tho  chantnes  and  fill'  1  tu: 
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(Pftpistic  in  ftnbstance  and  form,  on  this  and  count 
With  Judge  Herbert  Jenner  Fust  justly  at  discount. 
Sec  Cambridge  Socieiat  C*inideniemiM 
V.  Foulkner,  tert.  prim.  Januarii  Menni*, 
With  "Judgment  reversod,  coste  of  suit,  and  expenses;") 
AH  raised  to  St.  llomwold,  with  some  reason,  styled 
hy  Duke  Humphrey's  confessor.''^  a  Wonderful  Child," 
Kur  ne'er  yet  was  Saiot,  except  him,  upon  earth 
Who  made  **  his  profession  of  faith  *'  at  his  birth. 
And  when  scarce  a  foot  high,  or  six  inches  in  girth. 
Converted  his  **  Ma,"  and  contrived  to  n.inend  a 
Sad  hole  in  the  creed  of  his  grandsii'e.  King  Penda. 

Of  course  to  the  shrine 

Of  so  young  a  divine 
Flow  d  much  holy  water,  and  some  little  wine, 
And  when  any  young  folk^  did  to  marriage  incline. 
The  good  friars  were  much  in  request,  and  not  one 
Wns  more  "sought  unto"  than  the  Sub-prior,  Mess  John; 

To  him,  there  and  then, 

Sir  Alured  Denne 
Wrote  a  three-comer'd  note  with  a  small  crow-quill  pen, 
To  say  what  he  wanted,  and  fix  "  the  time  when," 
AnJ,  as  it's  well  known  that  your  people  of  quality 
Pique  themselves  justly  on  strict  punctunlit}'. 
Just  as  the  clock  struck  the  hour  he'd  named  in  it, 
The  whole  bridal  party  rode  up  to  the  minute. 

Now  whether  it  was  lliat  some  rapturous  dream. 
Comprehending  "fat  pullets  and  clouted  cream," 
Had  borne  the  good  man,  in  his  vision  of  bliss. 
Far  off  to  some  happier  region  than  this — 

«Honc«t  John  CapifrHVc,  the  rcradons  bioKmpher  of  "  KnglUh  Fniiif^* 
•uthor,  or  rather  oomj.ller  of  the  ♦•  Nova  ln-genda  Anglise,"  w«i«  chnphiln  U 
Uumphrey,  *'  *he  Good  Duke  "  of  Glcuocjicr.  A  buaatiful  aditiou  of  }iL'  work 
ITM  priated  hy  Wjokyn  de  Worde. 
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Or,  whether  his  heads,  'gainst  the  fingers  rehelling. 
Took  longer  than  uBual  that  morning  in  telling; 
Oi*  whether,  his  conscience  with  knotted  cord  pnrging 
Mess  John  was  indulging  himself  with  a  scourging. 
In  penance  for  killing  some  score  of  the  flcvs, 
Which,  infesting  his  hair-shirt,  deprived  him  of  ease. 
Or  whether  a  harrel  of  Faversham  oysters, 
Jirought  in,  on  the  evening  before,  to  the  cloisters. 

Produced  indigestion, 

Continues  a  question  — 
The  particular  cause  is  not  worth  a  debate : 
For  my  purpose  it's  clearly  sufficient  to  state 
That  whatever  the  reason,  his  rev'rence  was  late. 

And  Sir  Alured  Dcnne, 

Not  the  meekest  of  men. 
Began  banning  away  at  a  deuce  of  a  rate. 

Now  here,  tliough  I  do  it  with  infinite  pain. 
Gentle  reader,  I  find  I  must  pause  to  explain 

That  there  was — ^^what,  I  own, 

I  grieve  to  make  known  — 
On  the  worthy  Knight*8  character  one  single  stain. 
But  for  which,  all  his  friends  had  borne  witness  1  "m  sure^ 
He  had  been  sans  iHprorhe^  as  he  still  was  sans  pettr. 
The  fact  is,  that  many  distinguished  commanders 
«•  Swore  terribly  {leste  T.  Shandy)  in  Flanders." 
Now  into  those  parts  our  Knight  chancing  to  go,  counti-iea 
Named  from  tliis  sad,  vulgar  custom,  **The  Low  Countries,'' 
Though  on  common  occasions  as  courteous  as  daring, 
Had  pick'd  up  this  shocking  bad  habit  of  swearing. 
And  if  anything  vex'd  him,  or  matters  went  wrong, 
Was  given  to  what  low  folks  call  "coming  it  strong." 
Good,  bad,  or  indifferent  then,  young  or  old. 
He'd  consign  them,  when  onco  in  a  humour  to  scold. 
To  a  place  where  they  certainly  would  not  tnke  cold. 
—  Now  if  there  arc  those,  and  I  'vc  some  in  my  eyei 
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Who  'd  esteem  this  a  crime  of  no  very  deep  dye, 

Let  them  read  on  —  they  Ml  find  their  mistake  by  and  by. 

Near  or  fjir 

Few  people  there  are 
JUit  have  heard,  rend,  or  sung  about  Young  LochinTar, 
How  in  Netherb}'  Chapel,  **at  morning  tide," 
The  Priest  and  the  Bridegroom  stood  waiting  the  Bride ; 

How  they  waited,  *'but  ne'er 

A  Bride  was  there." 
Still  1  don't  find,  on  reading  the  ballad  with  care. 
The  bereaved  Mr.  Qraham  proceeded  to  swear, 
And  yet  to  experience  so  serious  a  blight  in 
One's  dearest  affections,  is  somewhat  exciting. 

*Tis  manife:>t  then 

That  Sir  Alured  Deune 
Had  far  less  excuse  for  such  bad  language,  when 
It  was  only  the  Priest  not  the  Bride  who  was  missing— 
He  had  fill'd  up  the  interval  better  with  kissing. 

And  'twas  really  surprising. 

And  not  very  wise  in 
A  Knight  to  go  on  so  anatliematising, 
When  the  head  and  the  front  of  the  Clergyman's  crime 
Was  but  being  a  little  behind  as  to  time: 

Be  that  as  it  may, 

He  swore  so  that  day 
At  the  reverend  gentleman's  ill-judged  delay, 
That  not  a  bystander  who  heard  what  he  said. 
But  listen'd  to  all  his  expressions  with  dread, 
And  felt  all  his  hair  stand  on  end  on  his  head ; 

Nay  many  folks  there 

Did  not  stick  to  declare 
The  phenomenon  was  not  confined  to  the  hair, 
For  the  little  stone  Saint  who  sat  perch'd  o'er  the  door, 
St  Romwold  himself,  as  I  told  you  before, 
25 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


29U  A    LAY   or   ST.  ROMirCLD. 

What  will  scarce  be  boVevcil, 

Was  plainly  perceived 
To  shrug  up  his  shoulders,  as  very  much  gricTed, 

And  look  down  with  a  frown 

So  remarkably  brown, 
That  all  saw  he  'd  now  quite  a  different  face  on 
From  that  he  received  at  the  hands  of  the  mason; 
Nay,  many  aven-'d  he  half  rose  in  his  niche, 
When  Sir  Alured,  always  in  metaphor  rich, 

Call'd  his  priest  an  "old  son  of "  some  animal  —  whicbi 

Is  not  worth  the  inquiry  —  a  hint's  quite  enough  on 
The  subject  —  for  more  I  refer  you  to  Buffon. 

lt*s  supposed  that  the  Knight 

Himself  saw  the  sight. 
And  it's  likely  he  did,  as  he  easily  might. 
For  'tis  certain  he  paused  in  his  wordy  attack 
And,  in  nautical  language,  seem'd  **  tnken  aback  " 

In  so  much  that  when  now 

The  •*  prime  cause  of  the  row," 
Father  John,  in  the  cliapel  at  last  mndc  his  buw, 
The  Bridegroom  elect  was  so  mild  and  subdued, 
None  could  ever  suppose  he'd  been  noisy  and  ru'le. 
Or  made  use  of  the  language  to  which  I  allude; 
Fair  Edith  herself,  while  the  knot  was  a  tying, 
Her  bridemnids  around  her,  some  sobbing,  some  sighing. 
Some  smiliiig.  some  blushing,  half-laughing.,  bp.if-crying. 
Scarce  made  her  responses  in  tones  more  complying 
Than  he  who'd  been  raging  and  storming  so  recently, 
All  softness  now,  and  behaving  quit«  decently. 
Many  folks  thought  too  the  cold  stony  frown 
Of  the  Saint  up  aloft  from  his  niche  looking  down. 
Brought  the  sexton  and  clerk  each  an  cxtru  hnlf-cr«wn. 
When,  the  rite  being  over,  the  fees  were  all  paid. 
And  the  party  remounting,  the  whole  cavalcade 
Prepared  to  ride  home  with  no  little  parade 
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[n  ft  climate  so  rery  unsettled  as  ours 

It's  as  well  to  be  cautious  and  guard  against  showers. 

For  though,  about  One 

Vou  We  a  fine  brilliant  sun, 
When  your  walk  or  your  ride  is  but  barely  begun. 
Yet  long  ere  the  hour-hand  approaches  the  Two, 
There  is  not  in  the  whole  sky  one  atom  of  blue, 
But  it  *'  rains  cats  and  dogs,"  and  you  >e  fairly  wet  through 
Ere  Tou  know  where  to  turn,  what  to  say,  or  to  do ; 
For  which  reason  I've  bought,  to  protect  myself  well,  a 
(iood  stout  Taglioni  and  gingham  umbrella, 
But  in  Edward  the  First's  days  I  very  much  fear 

Had  a  gay  cavalier 

Thought  fit  to  appear 
In  any  such  "toggery" — then  'twas  term'd  **  gear" — 
He'd  have  met  with  a  highly  significant  sneer. 
Or  ft  broad  grin  extending  from  ear  unto  ear 
On  the  features  of  every  soul  he  came  near ; 
There  was  no  taking  refuge  too  then,  as  with  us, 
On  a  slip-sloppy  day,  in  a  cab  or  a  ^btu; 

As  they  rode  through  the  woods 

In  their  wimples  and  hoodn, 
Their  only  resource  ngiiinst  slcct,  hail,  or  rain. 
Was,  as  Spenser  describes  it,  to  "pryck  o'er  the  plaiiie,' 
That  is  to  clap  spurs  on,  and  ride  helter-skelter 
In  search  of  some  building  ur  other  for  shelter. 

Now  it  seems  that  the  sky 

Which  hild  been  of  a  dye 
As  bright  and  as  blue  as  your  lady-love's  eye, 
The  season  in  fact  being  genial  and  dry, 

Began  to  assume 

An  appearance  of  gloom 
From  the  moment  the  Knight  began  fidget  and  fume. 
Which  deepen'd  and  deepen'd  till  all  the  horiion 
6t«w  blacker  than  aught  tliey  had  ever  set  eyes  on. 
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And  soon,  from  the  far  west  the  elements  rumbling 
Increased,  and  kept  pace  with  Sir  Alured's  grumbling. 

liright  flislies  between, 

Blue»  red,  and  green, 
All  UTid  and  lurid  began  to  be  8een ; 
At  length  down  it  came  —  a  whole  deluge  of  raiu, 
\  perfect  Niagara,  drenching  the  plain. 

And  up  came  the  reek, 

And  down  came  the  shriek 
Of  the  winds  like  a  steam- whistle  starting  a  trains 
And  the  tempest  began  so  to  roar  and  to  pour. 
That  the  Dennes  and  the  Ingoldsbys,  starting  at  score. 
As  they  did  from  the  porch  of  St.  Romwold*s  church  door, 
Had  scarce  gain'd  a  mile,  or  a  mere  trifle  more, 

Ere  the  whole  of  the  crew. 

Were  completely  wet  through. 
They  dash*d  o'er  the  downs,  and  they  daah'd  through  the  vales 
They  daah'd  up  the  hills,  and  they  dash'd  down  the  dales. 
As  if  elderly  Nick  was  himself  at  their  tails; 

The  Bridegroom  in  vain 

Attempts  to  restrain 
The  Bride's  frighteu'd  palfrey  by  seizing  the  rein, 

When  a  flash  and  a  crash 

Which  produced  such  a  splash 
That  a  Yankey  had  call'd  it  "an  Almighty  Smash." 

Came  down  so  complete 

At  his  own  courser's  feet 
That  the  rider,  though  famous  for  keeping  his  seat, 
Fro»\.  its  kickings  and  plungings,  now  under  now  upper, 
Sl'ppM  out  of  his  demi -pique  over  the  crupper. 
And  fell  from  the  back  of  his  terrified  cob 
On  what  bards  less  refined  than  myself  term  his  "Nob." 
^To  obtain  a  genUel  rhyme 's  sometimes  a  tough  job). — 

Just  so  —  for  the  nonce  to  enliven  my  song 
With  a  classical  simile  cannot  be  wrong-- 
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jQ9t  SO — in  9uch  rotids  and  in  simiUr  weather, 
Tydides  and  Nestor  were  ri  Jinj;  together, 
AVhcn,  90  nays  old  Homer,  the  King  of  the  Sky, 
The  great  "Cloud-compellor,"  h\»  lightningM  let  fly, 
And  their  hordes  both  made  such  a  dci^perate  shy 

At  this  freak  of  old  Zeus, 

That  at  once  they  broke  loose. 
Reins,  traces,  bits,  breech ings  were  all  of  no  use ; 
If  the  Pylian  Sage,  without  any  delay. 
Had  not  whipp'd  them  sharp  round  and  away  from  the  fray. 
They'd  have  certainly  upset  his  cabriolet. 
And  there 'd  been  the  —  a  name  I  won't  mention  —  to  pay. 


Well,  the  Knight  in  a  moment  recovered  his  seat— > 

Mr.  Widdicombe's  mode  of  performing  that  feat 

At  Astley's  could  not  be  more  neat  or  complete, 

— It*s  recorded,  indeed  by  an  eminent  pen 

Of  our  own  days,  that  this  our  great  Widdicombe  then 

In  the  heyday  of  life,  had  afforded  some  ten 

r)r  tweWo  lessons  in  riding  to  Aliired  Denne, — 

It  is  certain  the  Knight 

Was  so  agile  and  light 
Tliat  an  instant  sufficed  him  to  b'ct  matters  right. 
Yet  the  Bride  was  by  this  time  almost  out  of  sight; 
For  her  palfrey,  a  rare  bit  of  blood,  who  could  trace 
Her  descent  from  the  **pnre  old  Caucasian  race," 

Sleek,  slim,  and  bony,  as 

Mr.  Sidonia's 

Fine  "Arab  Steed" 

Of  the  very  same  breed, 
Which  that  elegant  gentleman  rode  so  genteelly 
—  See  »*Coningsby"  written  by  "B.  Disraeli" — 

That  palfrey,  I  say. 

From  this  tnfling  delay 
Uad  made  what  at  SAa'a  oall'd  '*  a  grent  deal  of  wa>  ' 
26* 
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**  Mirc  fleet  than  the  roe-buck''  and  free  as  the  wind, 

She  had  left  the  good  company  rather  behind ; 

They  whipp'd  and  they  spurr'd  and  Uiey  after  her  press'd: 

Still  Sir  Alured's  steed  was  *'  by  long  chalks"  the  best 

Of  the  party,  and  very  soon  distanced  the  rest ; 

But  long  ere  e'en  he  had  the  fugitive  near'd, 

She  dash'd  into  the  wood  and  at  once  disappeared ! 

Tt's  a  **fashious"  affair  when  you're  out  on  a  ride, 

— Ev'n  supposing  you  're  not  in  pursuit  of  a  bride, 

If  you  are,  it's  more  fashions,  which  can't  be  denied, — 

And  you  come  to  a  place  where  three  cross-roads  divide. 

Without  any  way-post,  stuck  up  by  the  side 

Of  the  road  to  direct  you  and  act  as  a  guide, 

With  a  road  leading  here,  and  a  road  leading  there. 

And  a  road  leading  no  one  exactly  knows  where. 

When  Sir  Alured  came 

In  pursuit  of  the  dame 
To  a  fork  of  this  kind, —  a  three-prong'd  one  —  small  blame 
To  his  scholarship  if  in  selecting  his  way 
His  respect  for  the  Classics  now  lead  him  astray ; 
But  the  rule,  in  a  work  I  won't  stop  to  describe,  is 
In  medio  semper  lutittimua  ibie^ 

So  the  Knight  being  forced  of  the  three  paths  to  enter  one, 
Dash'd,  with  these  words  on  hi^  lips,  down  the  centre  one. 

Up  and  down  hill, 

Up  and  down  hill. 
Through  brake  and  o'er  briar  he  gallops  on  still, 
Aye,  banning,  blaspheming,  and  cursing  his  fill 
At  his  courser  because  he  had  given  him  a  *' spill;" 

Yet  he  did  not  gain  ground 

On  the  palfrey,  the  sound, 
On  the  contrary,  made  by  tlie  hoofs  of  the  beast 
Grew  fainter  and  fainter, — and  fainter, —  and — ceased? 
Sir  Alured  burnt  through  the  dingle  at  last. 
To  ft  sort  of  a  clraring,  and  there  —  he  stuck  fast* 
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For  his  steed,  thoagh  a  freer  one  ne'er  had  a  shoe  oii« 
Stood  fix'd  as  the  Governor's  nag  in  *'  Don  Juan," 
ihr  much  like  the  statae  that  stands,  cast  in  copper,  a 
Few  yards  south-east  of  the  door  of  the  Opera, 
Save  that  Alured's  horse  had  not  got  such  a  big-tail. 
While  Alured  wanted  the  cock'd  hat  and  pig-taiL 

Before  him  is  seen 

A  diminutive  Green 
Scoop'd  out  from  the  covert  —  a  thick  leafy  screen 
Of  wild  foliage,  trunks  with  broad  branches  between 
Kncirole  it  wholly,  all  radiant  and  sheen, 
For  the  weather  at  once  appear'd  clear  aua  serene. 
And  the  sky  up  above  was  a  bright  mazarine, 
Just  as  though  no  such  thing  as  a  tempest  had  been. 
In  short  it  was  one  of  those  sweet  little  places 
In  Egypt  and  Araby  known  as  "oases." 

There,  under  the  shade 

That  was  made  by  the  glade. 
The  astonish'd  Sir  Alured  sat  and  surveyed 
A  little  low  building  of  Bethersden  stone. 
With  ivy  and  parasite  creepers  overgrown, 

A  Sacellum,  or  cell, 

In  which  Chronicles  tell 
Saints  and  anchorites  erst  were  accustom'd  to  dwell , 
A  little  round  arch,  on  which,  deeply  indented. 
The  zig-zaggy  pattern  by  Saxons  invented 
Was  cleverly  chisell'd,  and  well  represented, 

Surmounted  a  door 

Some  five  feet  by  four, 
It  might  have  been  less  or  it  might  have  Ui:-   more. 
In  the  primitive  ages  they  made  these  things  .ower 
Than  we  do  in  bnildings  that  had  but  one  floor, 

And  these  Chronicles  say 

When  an  anchorite  gray 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


200  TBB   blasphemer's   ITARinNO. 

Wished  to  snut  himself  up  and  keep  out  of  the  waj, 
He  was  commonly  wont  in  such  low  cells  to  stay,        v 
And  pray  night  and  day  on  the  rci  de  ehaustSe. 

There,  under  the  arch  I  Ve  endeavour'd  to  paint, 

With  no  little  surprise, 

And  scarce  trusting  his  eyes, 
The  Knight  now  saw  standing  that  little  Boy  Saint  1 

The  one  whom  before 

He'd  seen  over  the  door 
Of  the  Priory  shaking  his  head  as  he  swore-* 
With  mitre,  and  crozier,  and  rochet,  and  stole  on. 
The  Tory  self-same — or  at  least  his  Eidolon! 
With  a  voice  all  unlike  to  the  infantine  squeak, 
Tou'd  expect,  that  small  Saint  now  addresd'd  him  to  speak. 

In  a  bold,  manly  tone,  he 

Began,  while  his  stony 
Cold  lips  breathed  an  odor  quite  Eau-dt-Cologne-y; 
In  fact,  from  his  christening,  according  to  rumour,  be 
Beat  Mr.  Brummell  to  sticks,  in  perfomeiy.  * 

«*Sir  AluredDenne!' 

Said  the  Saint,  **be  atten- 
—  tiye !     Your  ancestors,  all  most  respectable  men. 
Have  for  some  generations  being  vot'ries  of  mine, 
They  have  bought  me  mould  candles,  and  bow'd  at  my  sbrinck 
They  have  made  my  monks  presents  of  yen'son  and  wina. 
With  a  right  of  free  pasturage,  too,  for  their  swine. 

And,  though  you  in  this 

Have  been  rather  remiss. 
Still  I  owe  you  a  turn  for  the  sake  of  •  Lang  Syne,* 
And  I  now  come  to  tell  you,  your  cursing  and  swearing 
Have  reach'd  to  a  pitch  that  is  really  past  bearing. 

*  In  «odi>ni  Kutem  pnito  in  quo  bnptiutUB  8«ncta«  Romnaldna  ntmqiiNm 
pniUmlmut  odor  deficit;  nequp  ibi  herbie  pallewunt  i>ed  Mnip4>r  in  TiridltMte 
prrmttDontes  magna  nectarto  laaviUte  r«dol«>nt  —  Abe.  Legehd.  AmgL 
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'Twere  a  positive  scandal 

In  even  a  Vandal, 
It  ne*er  should  be  done,  save  with  bell,  book  and  eaodlo : 
And  though  I  >e  now  leam'd,  as  I  've  always  suspected, 
Y'our  own  education 's  been  somewhat  neglected ; 
Still,  you  >e  not  such  an  uninform'd  pagan,  I  hope. 
As  not  to  know  cursing  belongs  to  the  Pope  I 
And  his  Holiness  feels,  very  properly,  jealous 
Of  all  such  encroachments  by  paltry  lay  fellows. 

Now,  take  my  advice, 

Saints  never  Hpeak  twice, 
So  take  it  at  once,  as  I  once  for  all  give  it ; 
Go  home  !  you'll  find  there  all  as  right  as  a  trivet. 
But  mind,  and  remember,  if  once  you  give  way 
To  that  shocking  bad  habit,  I  'm  sorry  to  say, 
I  have  heard  you  so  sadly  indulge  in  to-day, 
As  sure  as  you're  bom,  on  the  very  first  trip 
That  you  make  —  the  first  oath  that  proceeds  from  your  hf  . 

I'll  soon  make  you  rue  it! 

—  I've  said  it— I'll  do  it ! 
*Forewam'd  is  forearm'd.'  you  shan't  say  but  yon  knew  it; 
Whate'er  you  hold  dearest  or  nearest  your  heart, 
I'll  takr  it  awat,  if  I  come  in  a  cart! 
I  will,  on  my  honour !  you  know  it 's  absurd, 
To  suppo'  0  that  a  Saint  ever  forfeits  his  word 
For  a  pitiful  Knight,  or  to  please  any  such  man  — 
I've  said  it!  I'll  do't— if  I  don't,  I'm  a  Dutchman!" 

He  ceased  —  he  was  gone  as  he  closed  his  harangue, 
And  some  one  inside  shut  thA  door  with  a  bang! 

Sparkling  with  dew. 

Each  green  herb  anew 
Its  profusion  of  sweets  round  tJir  Alured  threw, 
As  pensive  and  thoughtful  he  slowly  withdrew, 
(For  the  hoofs  of  his  horse  had  got  rid  of  their  glue,) 
And  the  cud  of  reflection  continaed  to  ohew 
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Till  the  gablea  of  Bonningion  Hall  rose  in  Tiew 
Xiittle  reck'd  he  what  he  smelt,  what  he  saw. 

Brilliance  of  scenery, 

Fragrance  of  greenery, 
Faird  in  impressing  his  mental  machinery ; 
Many  an  hour  had  elapsed,  well  I  ween,  ere  he 
Fairly  was  able  distinction  to  draw 
'Tvrizt  the  odour  of  garlic  and  bouquet  duRoL 

Merrily,  merrily  sounds  the  horn, 
And  cheerily  ring  the  bells ; 
For  the  race  is  run. 
The  goal  is  won, 
The  little  lost  mutton  is  happily  found, 
The  Lady  of  Bonnington's  safe  and  sound 

In  the  Hall  where  her  new  Lord  dwells! 
Hard  had  they  ridden,  that  company  gay. 
After  fair  Edith,  away  and  away  : 
This  had  slipp'd  back  o'er  his  courser's  rump, 
That  had  gone  over  his  ears  with  a  plump, 
But  the  lady  herself  had  stuck  on  like  a  trumps 
Till  her  panting  steed 
Belax'd  hi.s  speed. 
And  feeling,  no  doubt,  ns  a  gentleman  feels 
When  he 's  once  shown  a  bailiff  a  fair  pair  of  heell 
Stopp'd  of  herself,  as  it  *8  very  well  known 
Horses  will  do,  when  they  're  thoroughly  blown, 
And  thus  the  whole  group  had  foregathcr*d  again. 
Just  as  the  sunshine  succeeded  the  rain. 

Oh.  now  the  joy,  and  the  frolicking,  rollicking 

Doings  indulged  in  by  one  and  by  all  I 

Gaiety  seized  on  the  most  melancholic  in 

All  the  broad  lands  around  Bennington  Hall. 

All  sorts  of  revelry, 

All  sorts  of  devilry. 

All  play  at  **  High  Jinks  *'  and  keep  up  the  baU. 
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Dnjv,  weckS;  and  months,  it  is  really  astonishing, 

When  one'H  so  happy,  how  Time  flies  away ; 
Meanwhile  the  Bridegroom  requires  no  admonishing 
As  to  what  pass'd  on  his  own  wedding-day ; 
Never  since  then. 
Had  Sir  Alured  Denne 
Let  a  word  fall  from  his  lip  or  his  pen 
That  began  with  a  D,  or  left  off  with  an  N ! 

Once,  and  once  only,  when  pat  in  a  rage, 

By  a  careless  young  rascal  he  *d  hired  as  a  Page, 

All  buttons  and  brass, 

yfho  in  handling  a  glass 

Of  spiced  hippocras,  throws 

It  all  over  his  clothes. 
And  spoils  his  best  pourpoint,  and  smartest  trunk  hose. 
While  stretching  his  hand  out  to  take  it  and  quaff  it  (ho 
VJ  given  a  rose  noble  a  yard  for  the  taffety), 
Then,  and  then  only,  came  into  his  head, 
A  very  sad  word  that  began  with  a  Z, 

But  he  check'd  his  complaint. 

He  remember'd  the  Saint, 
In  the  nick  —  Lady  Denne  was  beginning  to  faint  — 
That  sight  on  his  mouth  acted  quite  as  a  bung. 
Like  Mahomet's  coffin,  the  shocking  word  hung 
Half-way  'twixt  the  root  and  the  tip  of  his  tongue. 

Many  a  year 

Of  mirth  and  good  cheer 
Flew  over  their  heads,  to  each  other  more  dear 
Every  day,  they  were  quoted  by  peasant  and  peer 
As  the  rarest  examples  of  love  ever  known, 
Since  the  days  of  Le  Chivaler  D'Arbie  and  Joantii^ 
Who  in  Bonnington  chancel  lie  pculptured  in  stone. 

Well  —  it  happened  at  last, 

After  certain  years  past. 
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That  an  cmbnssy  came  to  our  court  from  afar  — 

From  the  Grand-duke  of  Muscovy  —  now  cail'd  the  Czar^ 

And  the  Spindlej?hank'd  Monarch,  determined  to  do 

All  the  grace  that  he  could  to  a  Nobleman,  who 

Had  sail'd  all  that  way  from  a  country  which  few 

In  our  England  had  heard  of,  and  nobody  knew, 

With  a  hat  like  a  muff,  and  a  beard  like  a  Jew, 

Our  arsenals,  buildings,  and  dock-yards  to  view, 

And  to  say  how  desirous. 

His  Prince  Wladimirus, 
Had  long  been  with  mutual  regard  to  inspire  us. 
And  how  he  regretted  he  was  not  much  nigher  as, 

With  other  fine  things, 

Such  as  Kings  say  to  Kings 
When  each  tries  to  humbug  his  dear  Royal  Brother,  in 
Hopes  by  such  **  gammon  "  to  take  one  another  in  — 

King  Longshanks,  I  say. 

Being  now  on  his  way 
Bound  for  France,  where  the  rebels  had  kept  him  at  bay, 

Was  living  in  clover 

At  this  time  at  Dover 
r  the  castle  there,  waiting  a  tide  to  go  ovci. 

He  had  summoned,  I  can't  tell  you  how  many  men« 
Knights,  nobles,  and  squires  to  the  wars  of  Guienne, 
And  among  these  of  course  was  Sir  Alurod  Denne, 

Who,  acting  like  most 

Of  the  knights  in  the  host, 
Whose  residence  was  not  too  far  from  the  coast, 
Had  brought  his  wife  with  him,  delaying  their  parting. 
Fond  souls,  till  the  very  last  moment  of  starting. 

Of  course,  with  such  lots  of  lords,  ladies,  and  knights, 
In  their  Saracenetfgif*  and  their  bright  chain-mail  tights, 

*  This  Rilk,  of  great  repute  amonft  our  ancestont,  bad  been  bioufihv 
a  Ibw  yvm  bteJbre,  by  Kdvard,  tnm  tba  Holy  Laad. 
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ATI  accustonM  to  galas,  grand  doings,  and  sighta, 
A  matter  like  this  was  at  once  put  to  rights ; 

'T would  linve  been  a  strange  thing. 

If  so  polish'd  a  king, 
With  his  board  of  Green  Cloth,  and  Iiord  Steward's  deparlnicni 
Couldn't  teach  an  Ambassador  what  the  word  ** smart"  moan^ 
A  banquet  was  order'd  at  once  for  a  score, 
Or  more,  of  the  corps  that  had  just  come  on  shore, 
And  the  King,  though  he  thought  it  **  a  bit  of  a  bore," 

Ask'd  all  the  6lUe 

Of  his  levie  to  meet 
The  illustrious  Strangers  and  share  in  the  treat; 
For  the  Boyar  himself,  the  Queen  graciously  made  him  her 
Beau  for  the  day,  from  respect  to  Duke  Wladimir. 
(Queer  as  this  name  may  appear  in  the  spelling. 

You  won't  find  it  trouble  you, 

Sound  but  the  W, 
Like  the  First  L  in  Llan,  Lloyd,  and  Llewellyn !) 

Fancy  the  fuss  and  the  fidgety  looks 

Of  Robert  de  Burghersh,  the  constables,  cooks ; 

For  of  course  the  euuine 

Of  the  King  and  the  Queen 
Was  behind  them  at  London,  or  Windsor,  or  Shcene, 
Or  wherever  the  Court  ere  it  started  had  been. 

And  it 's  really  no  jest, 

When  a  troublesome  guest 
Looks  in  at  a  time  when  you  're  busy  and  prest, 
Just  going  to  fight,  or  to  ride,  or  to  rest. 
And  expects  a  good  lunch  when  you  've  none  ready  drest. 

The  servants,  no  doubt. 

Were  much  put  to  the  rout, 
By  this  very  ezfenpore  ssort  of  sot-out. 

But  they  wisely  fell  back  upon  Poor  Richard's  plan, 
«•  When  you  can't  what  you  would,  yon  must  do  what  you  can  I* 
26 
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So  they  i*nnBAckM  tbe  country,  folds,  pig-styos,  and  pens, 
for  the  sheep  and  the  porkers,  the  cocks  and  the  hens; 
*Twas  said  a  Tom-cat  of  Sir  Alured  Denne's, 

A  fine  tabby-grey 

Disappear*!  on  that  day. 
And  whatever  became  of  him  no  one  could  say ; 

They  brought  all  the  food 

Tiiat  ever  they  cou'd, 
Fi?h,  flesh,  and  fowl,  with  sea-coal  and  dry  wood. 
To  his  Majesty's  Dapifery  Eudo  (or  Ude), 
They  lighted  the  town  up,  sat  ringing  the  belbi, 
And  borrow'd  the  waiters  from  all  the  hotels. 
A  bright  thouglit,  moreover,  came  into  the  head 
Of  Dapifer  Eudo,  who'd  some  little  dread. 
As  he  said,  for  the  thorough  success  of  his  sprotid. 
80  he  said  to  himself,  "  What  a  tiling  it  would  bo 

Could  I  have  here  with  rae 

Some  one,  two,  or  three 
Of  their  outlandish  scullions  from  over  the  sea ! 
Tt's  a  hundred  to  one  if  the  Suite  or  their  Chief 
Understand  our  plum -puddings,  and  barons  of  beef; 
But  with  five  minutes'  chat  with  their  cooks  or  thc'r  v.i!ets 
We'd  soon  dish  up  something  to  tickle  their  palate*!" 
With  this  happy  conceit  for  improving  the  mess, 
Pooh-poohing  expense,  he  dispatch'd  an  express 
In  a  waggon  and  four  on  the  instant  to  Deal, 
Who  dash'd  down  the  hill  without  locking  the  wheol. 
And,  by  means  which  I  guess  but  decline  to  reveal. 
Seilnccd  from  the  Downs,  where  at  anchor  their  ves«<«»l  rode 
Lumpoff  Icywitz,  serf  to  a  former  (Jount  Nessehiivle, 

A  cook  of  some  fame. 

Who  invented  the  same 
Cold  pudding  that  still  bears  the  family  name. 
This  accomplish'd,  the  Chef's  peace  of  mind  was  rcstr.rod. 
And  in  due  time  a  banquet  was  placed  on  the  board 
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*»In  the  very  best  jtyle,"  which  implies  in  a  word, 

•*  All  the  dainties  the  season"  (and  king)  "  could  afford." 

There  were  tinipcs,  ♦.here  were  rails, 

There  were  woodcocks  and  qanils. 
There  were  peacocks  serred  up  in  their  pride  (that  is  tails), 

Fricandeau,  fricassees, 

Bucks  and  green  peas, 
Cotelellet  d  CJndienne,  and  chops  d  /a  Soubhet 
(Which  last  you  may  call  "onion  sauce"  if  you  please), 

There  were  barbecued  pigs 

Stuff 'd  with  raisins  and  figs, 
Omelette*  and  haricot  t^  stews  and  r  a  govts. 
And  pork  griskins,  which  Jews  still  refuse  and  abuse. 
Then  the  wines, —  round  the  circle  how  swiftly  they  went  I 
Canary,  Sack,  Malaga,  Malvoisie,  Tent; 
Old  Hock  from  the  Rhine,  wine  remarkably  fine. 
Of  the  Charlemagne  vintage  of  seven  ninety-nine, — 
Five  cent'ries  in  bottle  had  made  it  divine ! 
The  rich  juice  of  Rousillon,  Gascoygne,  Bourdeauz, 

Mara^quin,  Cnra^ofl, 

Kir?chen  Wassor,  Noyean, 
And  gin  which  the  company  voted  **No  Go;** 

The  guests  all  hob-nobbing. 

And  bowing  and  bobbing ; 
Some  prefer  white  wine,  while  others  more  vahic  red. 

Few,  a  choice  few. 

Of  more  orthodox  go^l^ 
Stick  to  "old  crusted  port,"  among  whom  was  Sir  A!ure<l ; 
Never  indeed  at  a  banquet  before 
Had  that  gallant  commander  enjoy *d  himself  more. 

T^en  came  "sweets" — served  in  silver  were  tartlets  and  pi-jf- 

in  glass, 
Jellies  composed  of  punch,  calves'  feet,  and  isinglass. 
Creams,  and  whipt-syllabubs,  some  hot,  some  cool. 
Blancmange,  and  quince-custards,  ard  gooseberry  fool. 
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And  now  from  the  good  taste  which  reigns  it's  confast 
in  n  gentleman's,  that  is  an  Englishman's,  breast. 
And  makes  him  polite  to  a  stranger  and  guest. 

They  soon  pUiy'd  the  deuce 

Witli  a  large  Charlotte  Musae; 
More  tlian  one  of  the  party  dispatch'd  his  plate  twice- 
With  "I'm  really  ashamed,  but  —  another  small  slice! 
Your  dishes  from  Russia  are  really  to  nice !" 
Then  the  prime  dish  of  all!  " There  was  nothing  so  goiMi  ia 

The  whole  of  the  Feed" 

One  and  all  were  agreed, 
"As  the  great  LumpofT Icywitz'  Ncsselrode  pudding!" 
Sir  Alured  Denne,  who  'd  all  day,  to  say  sooth, 
Like  lago,  been  **  plagued  with  a  sad  raging  tooth,'* 
Which  had  nevertheless  interfered  very  little 
With  his — what  for  my  rhyme  I'm  obliged  to  spell — vittlc, 

Requested  a  friend. 

Who  sat  near  him  to  send 
Him  a  spoonful  of  what  he  heard  all  so  commend, 
And  begg'd  to  take  wine  with  him  afterwards,  grateful 
Because  for  a  spoonful  he  'd  sent  him  a  plateful. 
Having  emptied  his  glass — he  ne'er  balk'd  it  or  spill'd  it^ 
The  gallant  Knight  open'd  his  mouth — and  then  fill'd  it! 

You  must  really  excuse  me  —  there's  nothing  could  brib« 
Mo  at  all  to  go  on  and  attempt  to  describe 

The  fearsome  look  then 

Of  Sir  Alured  Denne ! 
—Astonishment,  horror,  distraction  of  mind, 
Rngp,  misery,  fear,  and  iced  pudding  —  combined! 
l.ip,  forehoftfl,  and  check  —  how  these  mingle  and  meet 
All  colours,  all  hues,  now  advance,  now  retreat. 
Now  pale  as  a  turnip,  now  crimson  ss  beet! 
ITow  he  grasps  his  arm-chair  in  attempting  to  rise. 
See  his  reins  how  they  swell!  mark  the  roll  of  his  eyef  1 
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Now  east  and  now  west,  now  north  and  now  Houth, 
Till  at  once  he  contriyes  to  eject  from  hi»  mouth 

That  vile  "spoonful" — what 

He  has  got  he  know»  not, 
Ho  isn't  quite  sure  if  it's  cold  or  it's  hot, 
At  last  he  exclaims,  as  he  starts  from  his  seat, 

"A  sxowDALL  hy 1"  what  I  decline  to  repoat, — 

'Twa^  the  name  of  a  bad  place,  for  mention  unmeet. 

Then  oh  what  a  volley  I  —  a  gi-eat  many  heard 

What  flow'd  from  his  lips,  and  'twere  really  absurd 

To  suppose  that  each  man  was  not  shock'd  by  each  wonl , 

A  great  many  heard  too,  with  mix'd  fear  and  wonder 

The  terrible  crasli  of  the  terrible  thunder, 

That  broke  as  if  bursting  the  building  asunder; 

But  very  few  heard,  although  every  one  might, 

The  short,  half-stifled  shriek  from  the  chair  on  the  right. 

Where  the  lady  of  Bennington  sat  by  her  Knight ; 

And  very  few  saw  —  some —  the  number  was  small. 

In  the  large  ogive  window  that  lighted  the  hall, 

A  small  stony  Saint  in  a  small  stony  pall. 

With  a  small  stony  mitre,  and  small  stony  crosier. 

And  small  stony  toes  that  owed  nought  to  the  hosiery 

Beckon  stonily  downwards  to  tome  one  below, 

As  Merry  roan  says,  "  for  to  come  for  to  go!" 

While  everyone  smelt  a  delicious  perfume 

That  seem'd  to  pervade  every  part  of  the  room ! 

Fair  Edith  Denne, 

The  bonne  ei  belU  then. 
Never  again  was  beheld  among  men  I 
But  there  was  the  fauleuii  on  which  she  was  placed, 
And  ther«^  was  the  ginlle  that  graced  her  small  waist, 
And  there  was  her  stomacher  brilliant  with  gems. 
And  the  mantle  she  wore,  edged  with  lace  at  the  heme 
26  ♦ 
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Her  rich  brocade  gown  sat  upright  iu  iLs  place, 

And  her  whimple  was   there  —  but  whore  —  wnsnE  was    iini 

FACE? 

'Twas  gone  with  her  body — and  nobody  knows. 
Nor  could  any  one  present  so  much  as  suppose 
How  that  Lady  contriyed  to  slip  out  of  her  clothes ! 

But  'twas  done  —  she  was  quite  gone — the  how  and  tho  Klicie« 

No  mortal  was  «yer  yet  found  to  declare ; 

Though  inquiries  were  made,  and  some  writers  record 

That  Sir  Alured  offer'd  a  handsome  reward. 

«  *  * 

King  Edward  went  o'er  to  his  wars  in  Quienne, 
Taking  with  him  his  barons,  his  knights,  and  his  men. 

Y'ou  may  look  through  the  whole 

Of  that  King*s  muster-roll, 
And  you  won't  find  the  name  of  Sir  Alured  Denne ; 
But  Chronicles  tell  that  there  formerly  stood 
A  little  old  chapel  in  Bilsington  wood 

The  remains  to  this  day, 

Archaeologists  say. 
May  be  seen,  and  IM  go  there  and  look  if  I  could. 
There  long  dwelt  a  hermit  remarkably  good. 

Who  liyed  there  all  alone, 

And  never  was  known 
To  use  bed  or  bolster,  except  tlie  cold  stone ; 
But  would  groan  and  would  moan  in  so  piteous  a  tone, 
A  wild  Irishman's  heart  had  responded  **  Och  hone  I' 
As  tlie  fashion  with  hermits  of  old  was  to  keep  skins 
To  wear  with  the  wool  on  —  most  commonly  sheep-Mkiiis^ 
He,  too,  like  the  rest,  was  nccustom'd  to  do  so ; 
His  beard,  as  no  barber  came  near  him,  too,  grew  so, 
He  bore  some  resemblance  to  Robinson  Crusoe, 
In  Houndsditch,  I'm  told,  you'll  sometimes  see  a  Jew  sa 

He  lived  on  tbo  roots. 

And  the  cub -nuts  and  fniite. 
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Wbicb  tbe  Kind-hearted  rustics,  who  rarolj  arc  churU 
In  snch  matters,  would  send  by  their  boys  and  their  girls , 

They'd  not  get  him  to  speak, 

If  they*d  tried  for  a  week. 
But  the  colour  would  always  mount  up  in  his  cheek. 
And  he  'd  look  like  a  dragon  if  ever  he  heard 
His  young  friends  use  a  naughty  expression  or  word. 
How  long  he  lived,  or  at  what  time  he  died, 
*Twere  hard,  after  so  many  years,  to  decide. 
But  there 's  one  point  on  which  all  traditions  agree. 
That  he  did  die  at  last,  leaving  no  legatee, 
And  his  linen  was  mark'd  with  an  A  and  a  D. 

Alas !  for  the  glories  of  Bonnington  Hall ! 
Alas,  for  it««  splendour !  alng  for  its  fall ! 

Long  years  have  gone  by 

Siuce  the  trav'ler  might  spy 
Any  decentish  house  in  the  parish  at  all. 
For,  very  soon  after  the  awful  event 
I've  related,  *twas  said  through  all  that  part  of  Kent 
That  the  maids  of  a  morning,  when  putting  tbe  chairs 
And  the  tables  to  rights,  would  oft  pop  unawares 
In  one  of  the  parlours,  or  galleries,  or  stairs, 
On  a  tall  female  figure,  or  find  her,  far  horrider. 
Slowly  o'  nights  promenading  the  corridor ; 
But  whatever  the  hour,  or  wherever  the  place, 
No  one  could  ever  get  sight  of  her  face! 

Nor  could  they  perceive 

Any  arm  in  her  sleeve. 
While  her  legs  and  her  feet  too,  scem'd  mere  "make  hollo vo," 
For  she  glided  along  with  that  shadow-like  motion 

Which  gives  one  the  notion 
Of  clouds  on  a  zephyr,  or  ships  on  the  ocean ; 
And  though  of  her  gown  they  could  hear  the  silk  rustle. 
They  saw  but  that  side  on't  or  nee  with  the  bustle. 
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The  seiTiints,  of  course,  though  the  house  they  were  horn  in, 
Soou  "wanted  to  better  themselves,"  and  gave  warning, 
While  even  the  new  Knight  grew  tired  of  a  guest 
Who  would  not  let  himself  or  his  family  rest; 

So  he  pack'd  up  his  all, 

And  mode  a  bare  wall 
Of  each  well-fumish'd  room  in  his  ancestor's  Ilali, 
Then  left  the  old  Mansion  to  stand  or  to  fall, 
Having  previously  barr'd  up  the  windows  and  gate.,. 
To  avoid  paying  sesses  and  taxes  and  rates, 
And  settled  on  one  of  his  other  estates, 
Where  he  built  a  new  mansion,  and  calTd  it  Denii-i  HiiL 
And  there  his  descendants  reside,  I  think,  still. 

Poor  Bonnington,  empty,  or  left,  at  the  most, 
To  the  joint  occupation  of  rooks  and  a  Ghost, 

Soon  wont  to  decay, 

And  moulder'd  away. 
But  whether  it  dropp'd  down  at  last  I  can't  say. 
Or  whether  the  jackdaws  produced,  by  degrees. 
Spontaneous  combustion  like  that  one  at  Pisa 

Some  cent'ries  ago, 

I  'm  sure  I  don't  know. 
But  you  can't  find  a  vestige  now  ever  so  tiny, 
*^  Perierunf"  as  some  one  says,  ^^etiam  ruitiat^' 


M  o  B  A  L . 

The  first  maxim  a  couple  of  lines  may  be  said  in. 
If  you  are  in  a  passion,  don't  swear  at  a  wedding! 

Wlieneyer  you  chance  to  be  ask'd  out  to  dine. 

Be  exceedingly  cautious — douH  take  too  much  winef 
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In  your  eating  remember  one  principal  point, 

Whatever  you  do,  have  your  eye  on  the  joint! 

Keep  clear  of  side  dishes,  don't  meddle  with  those 

Which  the  servants  in  livery,  or  those  in  plain  clothes, 

Poke  over  your  shoulders  and  under  your  nose, 

Or,  if  you  must  live  on  the  fat  of  the  land, 

And  feed  on  fine  dishes  vou  don't  understand. 

Buy  a  good  book  of  cookery !     I  've  a  compact  one. 

First-rate  of  the  kind,  just  brought  out  by  Miss  Acton, 

This   will    teach  you    their  names,   the  ingredients    thcy*ri 

made  of. 
And  which  to  indulge  in,  and  which  be  afraid  of. 
Or  else,  ten  to  one,  between  ice  and  cayenne, 
Vou  'II  commit  yourself  some  tlay,  like  Alured  Denue. 

** To  persons  about  to  be  married"  I 'd  say. 
Don't  exhibit  ill-humour,  at  least  on  The  Bay ! 
And  should  there  perchance  be  a  trifling  delay 
On  the  part  of  officials,  extend  them  your  pardon. 
And  don't  snub  the  parson,  the  clerk,  or  churchwarden . 

To  married  men  this  —  for  the  rest  of  your  lives, 
Tliink  how  yo«r  misconduct  may  act  on  your  wives 
Don't  swear  then  before  them,  lest  haply  they  faint, 
fir  what  8<jmetimes  occurs  —  run  away  with  a  saint  1 
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A  SERIOUS  error,  similar  to  that  which  forroa  the 
subject  of  the  following  legend,  is  said  to  have  occurred 
ia  the  case  of  oqe,  or  rather  two  gentlemen  named 
Curina,  who  dwelt  near  Hippo  in  the  duys  of  St.  Augus- 
tine. The  matter  was  set  right,  and  a  friendly  bint  at 
i.he  same  time  convejed  to  the  ill  used  individual,  that  it 
would  be  advisable  for  him  to  apply  to  the  above  men* 
tioned  Father,  and  be  baptised  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  The  story  is  quoted  in  "The  Doctor,"  together 
with  another  of  the  same  kind,  which  is  given  on  no 
lesfe  authority  than  that  of  Gregory  the  Great 


THE  BROTHERS  OF  BIRCHINGTOX. 

A   LAY   OF   ST.  THOMAS   a'BECKET. 

You  are  all  aware  that 

On  our  throne  there  once  sat 
A  very  groat  king  whoM  an  Angodn  hat,  * 

With  a  great  sprig  of  broom,  which  he  wore  as  a  badge  in  it^ 
Named  from  this  circumstance,  Henry  PI  >intagonet.  * 

Pray  don't  suppose 

That  Pm  going  to  prose 
0*er  Queen  Eleanor's  wrongs,  or  Miss  Rosamond's  woes. 
With  the  dagger  and  bowl,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 
Not  much  to  the  credit  of  Miss,  Queen,  or  King. 

The  tale  may  be  true, 

But  between  me  and  you, 
With  the  King's  escapade  I'll  haTO  nothing  to  do, 
But  shall  merely  select,  as  a  theme  for  my  rhjmeiv 
A  fact  which  occurr'd  to  some  folks  in  his  times. 
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If  for  health,  or  a  «*  lark," 

Yuu  should  ever  embark 
In  that  beat  of  improvemeots  on  boat?  since  the  Ark, 
The  steam-Tessel  calVd  the  "Red  RoTer,"  the  barge 
Of  an  excellent  officer,  named  Captain  Large, 

Yon  may  sec,  some  half  waj 

'Twixt  the  pier  at  Heme  Bay 
And  Margate  the  place  where  yon  're  going  to  ptay, 
A  Tillage  called  Birchington,  famed  for  its  **  Rolls," 
As  the  fishing-bank,  just  in  its  front,  is  for  Soles. 

Well, —  there  stood  a  fane 

In  this  Harry  Broom's  reign, 
On  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  OTorhanging  the  main, 
Renowii'd  for  its  sanctity  all  through  the  nation 
And  orthodox  friars  of  the  Austin  persuasion. 

Among  them  there  was  one, 

Whom  if  once  I  begun 
To  discribe  as  I  ought,  I  should  never  have  done. 
Father  Richard  of  Birchington,  so  was  the  Friar, 
Yclept,  whom  the  rest  had  elected  their  Prior. 

He  was  tall  and  upright. 

About  six  feet  in  height. 
His  complexion  was  what  you'd  denominate  light. 
And  the  tonsure  had  left,  'mid  his  ringlets  of  brown, 
A  little  bald  patch  on  the  top  of  his  crown. 

His  bright  sparkling  eye 

Was  of  hazle,  and  nigh 
Rose  a  finely  ai-ch'd  eyebrow  of  similar  dye. 
He'd  a  small,  well-form'd  mouth  with  the  Cupidon  lip. 
And  an  aquiline  nose,  somewhat  red  at  the  tip. 
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In-doon  and  ont 

He  was  very  devout. 
With  his  Avet  and  Patert — and  oh,  such  a  knout!  I 
For  his  self-flagellations !  the  Monks  used  to  say 
Tie  would  wear  out  two  penn'orth  of  whip-oord  a  day  I 

Then  how  his  piety 

Shows  in  his  diet,  he 
Dines  upon  pulse,  or,  by  way  of  variety, 
8and-ee1s  or  dabs ;  or  his  appetite  mocks 
With  those  small  periwinkles  that  crawl  on  the  rooks. 

In  brief,  I  don't  stick 

To  declare  Father  Dick — 
Bo  they  call'd  him,  "for  short,"— was  a  "Regular  Brick,** 
A  metaphor  taken — I  have  not  the  page  aright — 
Out  of  an  ethical  work  by  the  Stagyrite. 

Now  Nature,  'Us  said, 

Is  a  comical  jade, 
ind  among  the  fantastical  tricks  she  has  play'd. 
Was  the  making  our  good  Father  Richard  a  Brother 
As  like  him  in  form  as  one  pea 's  like  another : 

He  was  tall  and  upright. 

About  six  feet  in  height, 
His  complexion  was  what  you'd  denominate  ligli*, 
And,  though  ho  had  not  shorn  his  ringlets  of  brown. 
He  'd  a  little  bald  patch  on  the  top  of  his  crown. 

He  'd  a  bright  sparkling  eye 

Of  the  hazel,  hanl  by 
Rose  a  finely-arch'd  soureil  of  similar  Jye; 
He  'd  a  small,  well-shaped  mouth,  with  a  Cupidop  lip^ 
And  a  good  Roman  nose,  rather  red  at  the  tip. 
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But  here,  it 's  pretended. 

The  parallel  ended ; 
In  fact,  there  'a  no  doubt  his  life  might  have  been  mended. 
And  people  who  spoke  of  the  Prior  with  dclighi, 
Shook  theii  heads  if  you  mentioned  his  brother,  the  Knight 

11  you'd  credit  report. 

There  was  nothing  but  sport. 
And  High  Jinks  going  on  night  and  day  at  **  the  court," 
Where  Sir  Robert,  instead  of  devotion  and  charity, 
Spent  all  his  time  in  unseemly  hilarity. 

He  drinks  and  he  eats 

Of  choice  liquors  and  meats. 
And  he  goes  out  on  We'n'sdays  and  Fridays  to  treats, 
Gets  tipsy  wheneTer  he  dines  or  he  sups, 
And  is  wont  to  come  quarrelsome  home  in  his  cups. 

No  Paters,  no  Avet ; 

An  absolute  slave  he 's 
To  tarts,  pickled  salmon,  and  sauces,  and  gravies; 
While  as  to  his  beads — what  a  shame  in  a  Knight! — 
He  really  don't  know  the  wrong  end  from  the  right  I 

So,  though  'twas  own'd  then, 

By  nine  people  in  ten, 
That  '*  Robert  and  Richard  were  two  pretty  men,'* 
fet  there  the  praise  ceased,  or,  at  least  the  good  Priest 
iTos  consider'd  the  '<  Beauty,"  Sir  Robert  the  *' Beast.** 

Indeed,  I  'm  afraid 

More  might  liave  been  laid 
To  the  charge  of  the  Knight  than  was  openly  Sfiid, 
For  then  we'd  no  "Phil's,"  no  "  H.B.'s,"  nor  "  Leeches/' 
To  call  Roberts  "Bobs,"  and  illustrnto  their  speeches. 

'Twas  whisper'd  he  *d  rob, 
Nay  murder !  a  job 
Which  would  stamp  him  no  ''brick,"  but  a  "regular  snobt" 
27 
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An  obsolete  term,  which,  at  this  time  of  day. 
We  should  probably  render  by  mauvait  $i^'el). 

Now  if  here  such  affairs 

Get  wind  unawares, 
They  are  bruited  about,  doubtless,  much  more  **down  stairs," 
Where  Old  Nick  has  a  register-ofiSce,  they  say, 
With  commissi' -ners  quit«  of  such  matters  au  faiL 

Of  course,  when  he  heard 

What  his  people  averr'd 
Of  Sir  Robert's  proceedings  in  deed  and  in  word. 
He  ask'd  for  the  ledger,  and  hastened  to  look 
At  the  leaves  on  the  creditor  side  of  this  book. 

'Twas  with  more  than  surprise 

That  he  now  ran  his  eyes 
O'er  the  numberless  items,  oaths,  curses,  and  lies, 
Bt  etttera,  set  down  in  Sir  Robert's  account, 
He  was  quite  '*  flabbergasted"  to  see  the  amonnt 

"  Dear  me !  this  is  wrong ! 

It's  a  great  deal  too  strong, 
I'd  no  notion  tliis  bill  had  been  standing  so  long — 
Send  Leyybub  here !"  and  he  fill'd  up  a  writ 
Of  "Ca  «o,"  duly  prefaced  with  "  Limbo  to  wit" 

"Here,  Levybub,  quick!" 

To  his  bailiff,  said  Nick, 
**  I  m  *ryled,'  and  *my  dander's  up,*  *Go  a-head  slick' 
Up  to  Kent  —  not  Ken  tuck — and  at  once  fetch  away 
A  snob  there — I  guess  that's  a  Mauvaie  SuJeL 

**  One  De  Birchington,  knight — 

'Tis  not  clear  quite 
What  his  t'other  name  is  —  they've  not  ent^r'd  it  right, 
Ralph,  Robert,  or  Richard  ?  they  've  not  gone  so  far. 
Our  critturs  have  put  it  down  merely  as  *R.' 
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**  But  he 's  tnll  and  upright, 

About  six  feet  in  height. 
His  complexion,  I  reckon,  you  'd  calculate  light, 
And  he  'm  farther  *  set  down*  having  ringlets  of  brown. 
With  a  little  bald  patch  on  the  top  of  his  crown. 

"  Then  his  eye  and  his  lip, 

Hook-nose,  red  at  tip, 
Are  marks  your  attention  can't  easily  slip ; 
Take  Slomanoch  with  you,  be 's  got  a  good  knack 
Of  soon  grabbing  his  man,  and  be  back  in  a  crack !" 

That  same  afternoon 

Father  Dick,  who,  as  soon 
Would  "knock  in"  or  "cut  chapel"  as  jump  o'er  the  moon 
Was  missing  at  respers  —  at  compline  —  all  night! 
And  his  monks  were,  of  course,  in  a  deuce  of  a  fright 

Morning  dawn'd  — 'twas  broad  day, 

Still  no  Prior !  the  tray 
With  his  muffins  and  eggs  went  untnsted  away ;  — 
He  came  not  to  luncheon  —  all  said,  "  it  was  rum  of  him !" 
•~-  None  could  conceive  what  on  earth  had  become  of  him. 

They  examined  his  cell. 

They  peep'd  down  the  well ; 
They  went  up  the  towV  and  look'd  into  the  bell. 
They  dragg'd  the  great  fish-pond,  the  little  one  tried. 
But  found  nothing  at  all,  save  some  carp  —  which  they  fried 

"  Dear  me  I  Dear  me  I 
Why  where  can  he  be  ? 
He's  fallen  over  the  cliff?  —  tumbled  into  the  sea?*' 

**  Stay  —  he  talk'd,"  exclnim'd  one,  "  if  I  recollect  right. 
Of  making  a  coll  on  his  brother  the  Knight? " 
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ifo  tarns  as  he  speaks, 

The  *' Court  Lodge"  ho  seeks 
Wliich  was  known  tlien,  as  now,  by  the  queer  name  of  Quekes^ 
But  scarce  half  a  mile  on  his  way  had  he  sped, 
When  he  spied  the  good  Prior  in  the  paddock — stone  dead ! 

Alas !  'twas  too  tme  I 

And  I  need  not  tell  yon 
In  the  convent  his  news  made  a  pretty  to  do ; 
Through  all  its  wide  precincts  so  roomy  and  spacious, 
Nothing  was  heard  but  ** Bless  1710/"  and  *'Good  Gracious!  !** 

They  sent  for  the  May*r 

And  the  Doctor,  a  pair 
Of  graye  men,  who  began  to  discuss  the  affair. 
When  in  bounced  the  Coroner,  foaming  with  fury, 
**  Because,"  as  he  said,  '*  'twas  pooh !  pooh !  ing  his  juij." 

Then  commenced  a  dispute 

And  so  hot  they  went  to  % 
That  things  seem'd  to  threaten  a  serious  imeute. 
When,  just  in  the  midst  of  the  uproar  and  racket. 
Who  should  walk  in  but  St.  Thomas  &  Becket 

Quoth  his  saintship,  "  How  now 

Here 's  a  fine  coil,  I  trow ! 
I  should  like  to  know,  gentlemen,  what's  all  this  row? 
Mr.  Wickliffe  —  or  Wackliffe  —  whatever  your  name  is  — 
And  you,  Mr.  May'r,  don't  you  know,  sirs,  what  shame  is»  ♦ 

"Pray  what's  all  this  clatter 

About  ?  —  what 's  the  matter  t " 
Here  a  monk,  whose  teeth  funk  and  concern  made  to  chatter, 
Sobs  out,  as  he  points  to  the  corpse  on  the  floor, 
"•Tis  all  dickey  with  poor  Father  Dick — he's  no  more:" 
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•*  How !  —  what  ?  "  aays  the  saint, 

**  Yes  he  is  —  no  he  ain't  * 
He  can't  be  deceased  —  pooh !  it's  merely  a  feint, 
Or  some  foolish  mistake  which  may  serve  for  our  laughter, 
*  He  thould  have  died,'  like  the  old  Scotch  Queen,  *  hereafter/ 

**  His  time  is  not  out; 

Some  blunder,  no  doubt, 
It  shall  go  hard  but  what  I'll  know  what  it's  about—* 
1  shan't  be  surprised  if  that  scurvy  old  Nick 's 
Had  a  hand  in't;  it  savours  of  one  of  his  tricks." 

When  a  crafty  old  hound 

Claps  his  nose  to  the  ground. 
Then  throws  it  up  boldly,  and  bays  out,  "I've  found!" 
And  the  pack  catch  the  note,  I  'd  as  soon  think  to  check  it, 
As  dream  of  bamboozling  St.  Thomas  &  Becket 

Once  on  the  scent 

To  business  he  went, 
*<  You  Scoundrel,  come  here,  sir"  ('twas  Nick  that  he  meant) 
<*  Bring  your  books  here  this  instant — bestir  yourself — do, 
I've  no  time  to  waste  on  such  fellows  as  you." 

Every  comer  and  nook 

In  all  Erebus  shook, 
As  he  struck  on  the  pavement  his  pastoral  crook, 
All  its  tenements  trembled  from  basement  to  roofs, 
And  their  fityyer  inhabitants  shook  in  their  hoofs. 

Hanging  his  ears, 

Yet  dissembling  his  fears, 
I<edger  in  hand,  straight  "  Auld  Homie"  appears, 
With  that  sort  of  half-sneaking,  half-impudent  look. 
Bankrupts  sport  when  cross-question'd  by  Cresswell  or  Cooke, 

*  Oantite  for  *'  b  not ;"  8t  Tbooisis  It  seems,  had  lived  long  enoagh  !a  tha 
vuntry  to  pick  up  m  hw  of  Ita  pro«{ndAllam«. 
27* 
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*  So  Sir-r-r !  you  are  hero," 
Said  the  Saint  with  a  sneer, 
**  My  Biimmons,  I  trust,  did  not  much  interfere 
With  your  morning  engagements  —  I  merely  desire. 
At  your  leisure  to  know  what  you've  done  with  my  Prior? 

"  Now,  none  of  your  lies, 

Mr.  Nick!     I*d  advise 
You  to  tell  me  the  truth  without  any  disguise, 
Or-r-r ! ! "     The  Saint,  while  his  rosy  gills  seem'd  t«  grow  roeier. 
Here  gave  another  great  thump  with  his  crosier. 

Like  a  small  boy  at  Eton, 

Who  *8  not  quite  a  Crichton, 
And  don't  know  his  task  but  expects  to  be  beaten, 
Nick  stammer'd,  scarce  knowing  what  answer  to  make, 
**  Sir,  I*m  sadly  afraid  here  has  been  a  mistake. 

"  These  things  will  occur. 

We  are  all  apt  to  err, 
The  most  cautious  sometimes,  as  you  know,  holy  sir ; 
For  my  own  part  —  I  'm  sure  I  do  all  that  I  can  — 
But — the  fact  is  —  I  fear — we  have  got  the  wrong  man." 

«*  Wrong  man ! "  roar'd  the  Saint  — 

But  the  scene  I  can't  paint. 
The  best  colours  I  have  are  a  vast  deal  too  faint — 
Nick  afterwards  own'd  that  he  ne'er  knew  what  fright  meant. 
Before  he  saw  Saint  under  so  much  excitement. 

"  Wrong  man !  don't  tell  me  — 

Pooh !  —  fiddle-de-dee ! 
What's  your  right.  Scamp,  to  any  man !  — come,  let  me  see; 
I'll  teach  you,  you  thorough-paced  rascal,  to  meddle 
With  church  matters;  come,  Sirrah,  out  with  your  schedule!' 

In  support  of  his  claim 
The  fiend  turns  to  the  name 
Of  **  Do  Birchington"  written  in  letters  of  flame,       % 
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below  which  long  items  stand,  column  on  column, 
Enough  to  haYe  eked  out  a  decent-sized  volume ! 

Sins  of  all  sorts  and  shapes, 

From  small  practical  japes. 
Up  to  dioings,  and  drinkings,  and  murders  and  rapes, 
And  then  of  such  standing  I —  a  merciless  tick 
From  an  Oxford  tobacconist, — let  alone  Nick. 

The  saint  in  surprise 

Scarce  believed  his  own  eyes, 
Still  he  knew  he  'd  to  deal  with  the  father  of  lies, 
And  "So  this!  — yon  call  this.'"  he  exclaim*d  in  a  soarching 

tone, 
"  This ! ! !  the  account  of  my  friend  Dick  de  Birchington !" 

**  Why,"  said  Nick,  with  an  air 

Of  great  candour,  "it's  there 
Lies  the  awkwardest  part  of  this  awkward  affair — 
I  thought  all  was  right — see  the  height  tallies  quite, 
The  complexion's  what  all  must  consider  as  light; 
There's  the  nose,  and  the  lip,  and  the  ringlets  of  Irown. 
And  the  little  bald  patch  on  the  top  of  the  crown. 

"And  then  the  surname, 

So  exactly  the  same  — 
I  don't  know  —  I  can't  tell  how  the  accident  came, 
But  tome  how —  I  o^n  it's  a  very  sad  job. 
But — my  bailiff  grabb'd  Dick  when  he  should  have  nabb'd  Boo. 

**  I  am  vex'd  beyond  bounds 
Tou  should  have  such  good  grounds 
For  complaint ;  I  would  rather  have  given  five  pounds. 
And  any  apology,  sir,  you  may  choose, 
I  '11  make  with  much  pleasure,  and  put  in  the  news." 

"An  apology ! —  pooh ! 
Much  good  that  will  do ! 
An  '  ojK  hgy '  quoth  a  I  —  and  that  too  from  you !  ^ 
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Beture  any  proposal  is  inado  of  the  sort, 

Bring  back  your  BtoVn  goods,  thief! — produce  them  in  Court!" 

In  a  moment,  so  small 

It  seemM  no  time  at  all, 
Father  Richard  sat  up  on  his  what-do-ye-call  — 
Sou  *on  8iant  —  and.  -what  was  as  -wondrous  as  pleasing, 
At  once  began  coughing,  and  snifting,  and  sneezing. 

While  strange  to  relate. 

The  Knight  whom  ti  e  fate 
Of  his  brother  had  reached,  and  who  knock'd  at  the  ;r:ite. 
To  make  further  inquiries,  had  scarce  made  his  bow 
To  the  Saint,  ere  he  yanish'd,  and  no  one  knew  how 

Erupit  —  evasitf 

As  Tully  would  plirase  it, 
And  none  could  have  known  where  to  find  his  Hiejaeet  — 
That  sentence  which  man  his  mortality  teaches  — 
Sir  Robert  had  disappeared,  body  and  breeches 

"  Heyday  I     Sir,  heyday ! 

What  *s  the  matter  now  —  eh  ?" 
Quoth  A'Becket,  observing  the  gen'ral  dismay, 
"  How,  again  ! — 'pon  my  word  this  is  really  too  bad! 
It  would  drive  any  saint  in  the  calendar  mad. 

"  What,  still  at  your  tricking f 
You  trill  have  a  kicking? 
I  see  you  won't  rest  till  you  've  got  a  good  licking— 
Your   claim,   friend?  —  what  claim?  —  why  you  showM   me 

before. 
That  your  old  claim  was  cancelVd — you've  croBB*d  out  tlm 
score! 

"  Is  it  that  way  you  'd  Jew  one  ? 
You've  settled  the  true  one? 
lH>  you  mean  to  tell  me  he  has  run  up  a  now  one  ? 
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Of  the  thousands  you  *ve  cheated 

And  Bcurvily  treat«d» 
Na*De  one  you  've  dared  charge  with  a  bill  once  receipted  I 
In  the  Bankruptcy  Court  should  you  dare  to  presume 
To  attempt  it,  they  'd  soon  kick  you  out  of  the  room, 
—Ask  Commissioner  Fonblanque,  or  ask  my  Lord  Brougham. 

*<And  then  to  make  under 

So  barefaced  a  blunder, 
Tour  caption  I — why  what's  the  world  come  to,  I  wonder  T 
My  patience !  it's  just  like  his  impudence,  rat  him! 
— Stand  out  of  the  way  there,  and  let  me  get  at  him !" 

The  Saint  raised  his  arm, 

But  Old  Nick,  in  alarm, 
Dash'd  up  through  the  skylight,  not  doing  much  harm, 
While,  quittepour  lapeur,  the  Knight,  sound  on  the  whole 
Down  the  chimney  came  tumbling  as  black  as  a  coal  I 

Spare  we  to  tell 

Of  what  after  befell ! 
IIow  the  Saint  lectured  Robert  de  Birchington  well. 
Bade  him  alter  his  life,  and  held  out  as  a  warning 
The  narrow  escape  he  'd  made  on 't  that  morning. 

Nor  need  we  declare 

How,  then  and  there. 
The  jnry  and  Coroner  blew  up  the  May*p 
For  his  breach  of  decorum  as  one  of  the  quorun^ 
In  not  having  Levybnb  brought  up  before  'em. 

Nor  will  you  requi^'e 

Me  to  state  how  the  Prior 
Could  never  thenceforth  bear  the  sight  of  a  fire. 
Nor  ever  was  heard  to  express  a  desire 
In  cold  weather  to  see  the  thei-mometcr  higher. 
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Now  shall  I  relate 

The  subsequent  fate  • 
Of  St  Thomas  ^  Becket,  whose  reverend  pate 
Fitzurse  and  De  Morvillei  and  Brito  and  Tracy 
Shaved  off,  as  his  crown  had  been  merely  a  jasey.* 

Suffice  it  to  say, 

From  that  notable  day 
The  "  Twin  Birchington  Brothers  "  together  grew  grey  • 
In  the  same  holy  convent  continued  to  dwell, 
Same  food  and  same  fastings,  same  habit,  same  coll. 

No  more  the  Knight  rattles 

In  broils  and  in  battles, 
But  sells,  by  De  Robins,  his  goods  and  his  chattels, 
And  Qounting  all  wealth  a  mere  Will-o'the-wisp, 
Disposes  of  Quekes  to  Sir  Nicholas  Grispe. 

One  spot  alone 

Of  all  he  had  known 
Of  his  spacious  domain  he  retained  as  his  own. 
In  a  neighbouring  parish,  whose  name  I  may  say 
Scarce  any  two  people  pronounce  the  same  way. 

"ELe-eid-Yer  some  style  it, 

While  others  revile  it 
As  bad,  and  say  Rr-cu}yeT — 'tisn't  worth  while,  it 
Would  seem,  to  dispute,  when  we  know  the  result  immat 
erial  —  I  accent,  myself,  the  pennltimiite. 

Sages,  vfith  brains 

Full  of  "  Saxon  remains," 
May  call  me  a  booby,  perhaps,  for  my  pains, 
Still  I  hold,  at  the  hazard  of  being  thought  dull  by  em, 
Fast  by  the  quantity  marked  for  Regulbium, 

*  Nee  natis  fuit  eis  fwn^uine  iiacerdoti^  et  ncce  eccleaiam  propbaniiro.  Dial, 
ooronA  capitis  amputaU,  funeatis  gladiis  Jam  defuDCti  ^ioerent  oerabruia.— 
ifatt.  i\im. 
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Call 't  as  you  will, 

The  traveller  still,* 
Id  <iie  Toyage  that  we  talk'd  abont,  marks  on  the  hill 
Overhanging  the  sea,  the  "  twin-towers"  raised  then 
By  "  Robert  and  Richard,  those  two  pretty  men." 

Both  tall  and  apright, 

And  just  equal  in  height ; 
The  Triufty  House  talk'd  of  painting  them  white. 
And  the  thing  was  much  spoken  of  some  time  ago, 
When  the  Duke,  I  believe — but  I  really  don't  know. 

Well  — there  the  "Twins"  stand 

On  the  verge  of  the  land. 
To  warn  mariners  off  from  the  Columbine  sand. 
And  many  a  poor  man  have  Robert  and  Dick 
By  their  vow  caused  to  'scape,  like  themselves,  frcm  Old  Niok 

So,  whether  you  *re  sailors 

Or  Tooley-street  Tailors, 
Broke  loose  from  your  masters,  those  sternest  of  Jailers, 
And,  bent  upon  pleasure,  are  taking  your  trip 
In  a  craft  which  you  fondly  conceive  is  a  ship, 

When  you  've  pass'd  by  the  Nore, 

And  you  hear  the  winds  roar 
In  a  manner  you  scarce  could  have  fancied  before. 

When  the  cordage  and  tackling 

Are  flapping  and  crackling, 

And  the  boy  with  the  bell 

Thinks  it  useless  to  tell 
Vou  that  "dinner's  on  table,"  because  you're  unwell; 

When  above  you  all's  "scud," 

And  below  you  the  flood 
Looks  a  horrible  mixture  of  soap-suds  and  mud. 

When  the  timbers  are  straining, 

And  folks  are  complaining, 
The  dead-lights  are  letting  the  spray  and  the  rain  in« 
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When  the  helms-man  looks  blue, 
And  Captain  Large  too, 
And  jou  really  don't  know  what  on  earth  joa  shall  dt 

In  this  hubbub  and  row 

Think  where  you'd  be  now, 
Except  for  the  Birchington  boys  and  their  tow  ! 
And  while  o'er  the  wide  wave  you  feel  the  craft  pitch  hard, 
$cafe  (or  se  sotoles  oC  Kobertte  anH  Bj^lwcli ! 

Moral. 

It's  a  Buojcct  of  serious  complaint  in  some  bouses. 
With  youna:  married  men  who  have  elderly  spouses. 
That  persons  are  seen  in  their  figures  and  faces, 
With  very  queer  people  in  very  queer  places. 
So  like  them  that  one  for  the  other 's  oft  taken, 
And  conjugal  confidence  thereby  much  shaken: 
Explanations  too  often  are  thought  mere  pretenoea, 
And  Richard  gets  scolded  for  Robert's  offences. 

In  a  matter  so  nice, 

If  I  'm  ask'd  my  advice, 
I  say  copy  King  Henry  to  obviate  that, 
And  stick  something  remarkable  up  in  your  hat ! 

Next,  observe,  in  this  world  where  we've  so  many  oheata,  | 

How  useful  it  is  to  preserve  your  receipts !  I 

If  you  deal  with  a  person  whose  truth  you  don't  doubt, 

Be  particular,  still,  that  your  bill  is  cross'd  out ; 

But,  with  any  inducement  to  think  him  a  scamp. 

Have  a  formal  receipt  on  a  regular  stamp  I 

Lei  every  gay  gallant  my  story  who  notes 

Take  warning,  and  not  go  on  "sowing  wild  oats!" 

Nor  depend  that  some  friend 

Will  always  attend, 
And  by  *< making  all  right"  bring  him  off  in  the  end 7 
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He  msj  be  mistaken,  so  let  him  beware, 
St.  Thomas  jk  Beckets  are  now  rather  rare. 

liSist  of  all,  may'ra  and  magistrates,  never  be  rude 
To  juries !  they  are  people  who  won't  be  pooh-poohM  * 
Especially  Sandwich  ones  —  no  one  can  say 
Bat  himself  may  come  under  their  clutches  one  day ; 

They  then  may  pay  off 

In  kind  any  scoff, 
And,  turning  their  late  verdict  quite  **  vmey  werary" 
**Jequit  you,"  and  not  "recommend  you  to  mercy."* 


THE  KNIGHT  AND  THE  LADY. 

A  DOMESTIC   LEGEND   OF   THE   REION    OF   QUEEN  ASHlf 

Hail,  wedded  love !  mysterious  tie !" 

Thamaon  —  or  SomtlMitfy, 

Thb  Ladt  Jane  was  tall  and  slim, 

The  Lady  Jane  was  fair, 
And  Sir  Thomas,  her  Lord,  was  stout  of  limb. 
And  his  cough  was  short,  and  his  eyes  were  dim, 
And  he  wore  green  '*  specs,"  with  a  tortoise-shell  rim, 
And  his  hat  was  remarkably  broad  in  the  brim, 
And  she  was  uncommonly  fond  of  him, — 

And  they  were  a  loving  pair !  — 
And  the  name  and  the  fame 

Of  the  Knight  and  his  Dame, 

*  At  a  Qusrter  Sessions  held  at  Sandwich,  (some  rix  miles  from  Ulrching 
ton,)  on  Tuesday  the  8th  of  April  last,  before  W.  F.  Boteler,  E«q  ,  the  recortlur, 
Thomas  Jones,  mariner,  aged  seyenteen,  was  tried  for  stealing  a  jacket,  value 
ten  sliillings.  The  jury,  after  a  patient  hearing,  found  him  '*noi  KQilty/'  And 
**  recommended  him  to  mercy.'*— See  the  wh:>le  case  reported  iu  the  "  Kentish 
Obserrer,**  April  10,  1815. 

28 
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Were  ov'rywhoro  hail'd  with  the  loadest  aoclaim ; 
And  whereyer  they  went,  or  wherever  they  came, 

Far  and  wide, 

The  people  cried. 
Huzza !  for  the  Lord  of  this  noble  domun,— * 
Huzza !  Huzza !  Huzza  I  —  once  again ! — 

Encore !  —  Bncore  I  — 

One  cheer  more  I — 
— All  sorts  of  pleasure,  and  no  sort  of  pain 
To  Sir  Thomas  the  Qood,  and  the  Fair  Lady  Jane  1 1 

Now  Sir  Thomas  the  Gk)od, 

Be  it  woil  understood, 
Was  a  man  of  yery  contemplative  mood, — 

He  would  pore  by  the  hour, 

O'er  a  weed  or  a  flower, 
Or  the  slugs  that  come  crawling  out  after  a  shower; 
Black-beetles,  and  Bumble-bees, —  Blue-bottle  flies. 
And  Moths  were  of  no  small  account  in  his  eyes ; 
An  ** Industrious  Flea"  he'd  by  no  means  despise. 
While  an  "Old  Daddy-long-legs,"  whose  *Mong  legs"  and  thigbi 
Pf^ssM  the  common  in  shape,  or  in  colour,  or  size, 
He  was  wont  to  consider  an  absolute  prize. 
Nay,  a  hornet  or  wasp  he  could  scarce  *<keep  his  pawi  olt  * 
—  he 

Qave  up.  in  short, 

Both  business  and  sport, 
And  abandoned  himself,  tout  mtier,  to  Philosophy. 

Now,  as  Lady  Jane  was  tall  and  slim, 

And  Lady  Jane  was  fair, 
And  a  good  many  years  the  junior  of  him,— 
And  as  he. 
All  agree, 
Looh'd  lesis  like  her  Marx^ 
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As  ho  w.ilk*d  h}  her  side,  than  her  Pire^* 

There  are  some  might  be  found  entertaining  a  notion 

That  such  an  entire  and  exclusive  devotion 

To  that  part  of  science,  folks  style  Entomology, 

Was  a  positive  shame, 

And,  to  such  a  fair  Dame, 
Really  demanded  some  sort  of  apology ; 

—  No  doubt,  it  would  vex 
One  half  of  the  sex 

To  see  their  own  husband,  in  horrid  green  "  specs," 

Instead  of  enjoying  a  sociable  chat, 

Still  poking  his  nose  into  this  and  to  that, 

At  a  gnat,  or  a  bat,  or  a  cat,  or  a  rat, 

Or  great  ugly  things, 

AU  legs  and  wings. 
With  nasty  long  tails  arm'd  with  nasty  long  stings ; 
And  they'd  join  such  a  log  of  a  spouse  to  condemn, 

—  One  eternally  thinking. 
And  blinking,  and  winking 

At  grubs, —  when  he  ought  to  be  winking  at  them.— > 

But  no ! —  oh  no ! 

'Twas  by  no  means  so 
With  the  Lady  Jane  Ingoldsby — she,  far  dis^crccter 
And,  having  a  temper  more  even  and  sweeter. 

Would  never  object  to 

Jler  spouse,  in  respect  to 

His  poking  and  peeping 

After  "things  creeping;" 
Much  loss  be  still  keeping  lamenting,  and  weeping, 
Or  scolding  at  what  she  perceived  him  so  deep  in. 

Tout  au  contraire, 
No  lady  so  fair 

•  My  friend,  Mr.  Uood, 
In  his  comical  mood» 
Would  hare  pro1>abIy  styl^^d  the  good  Knight  and  hir  Lady  — 
nim  ~~  **  Stfirn-old  and  Uopkina,'  and  ht^  "  T£tv  and  Braidy  " 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


328  A    LEQEND   OF  THE    REIGN   OF   QUEES   ANNE. 

Was  e'er  known  to  wear  more  contented  an  air ; 
And, —  let  who  would  call, —  every  day  she  was  there. 
Propounding  receipts  for  some  delicate  fare, 
Some  toothsome  conserve,  of  quince,  apple,  or  pear, 
Or  distilling  strong  waters, —  or  potting  a  hare, — 
Or  counting  her  spoons  and  her  crockery-ware ; 
Or  else,  her  tambour-frame  before  her,  with  care 
Embroidering  a  stool  or  a  back  for  a  chair, 
With  needle-work  roses,  most  cunning  and  rare, 
Enough  to  make  less-gifted  visitors  stare, 

And  declare,  where'er 

They  had  been,  that  "  they  ne*er 
[n  their  lives  had  seen  aught  that  at  all  could  compare 
With  dear  Lady  Jane's  housewifery — that  they  would  swear ' 

Nay  more ;  don't  suppose 

With  such  doings  as  those 
This  account  of  her  merits  must  come  to  a  close ; 
No :  —  examine  her  conduct  more  closely,  you  '11  find 
She  by  no  means  neglected  improving  her  mind; 
For  there,  all  the  while,  with  air  quite  bewitching, 
She  sat  herring-boning,  tambouring,  or  stitching, 
Or  having  an  eye  to  affairs  of  the  kitchen. 

Close  by  her  side, 

Sat  her  kinsman,  MacBride, 
Der  cousin,  fourteen- times  removed,  —as  you'll  see 
[f  you  look  at  the  Ingoldsby  family  tree, 
[n  "Burke's  Commoners,"  vol.  xx.  page  53. 

All  the  papers  I  've  read  agree, 

Too,  with  the  pedigree, 
Where,  among  the  collateral  branches,  appears 
"Captain  Dugald  MacBride,  Royal  Scots  Pusileers;" 
And  I  doubt  if  you  'd  find  in  the  whole  of  his  clan 
A  more  highly-intelligent,  worthy  young  man ;  — 

And  there  he'd  be  sitting, 

While  she  was  a-knitting. 
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Or  hemming,  or  stiiching,  or  darning  and  fitting, 
Or  putting  a  "gore,"  or  a  "  gusset/'  or  "bit"  in, 
Reading  aloud,  with  a  very  grave  look. 
Some  very  **  wise  saw"  from  some  very  good  book, — 

Some  such  pious  divine  as 

St  Thomas  Aquinas ; 

Or,  equally  charming, 

The  works  of  Bellarmine ; 

Or  else  he  unravels 

The  "voyages  and  travels" 
Of  Hackluy  tz — (how  sadly  these  Dutch  names  do  sully  verse ' 
Purchas's,  Hawksworth's,  or  Lemuel  Gulliver's, — 
Not  to  name  others,  'mongst  whom  there  are  few  so 
Admired  as  John  Bunyan,  and  Robinson  Crusoe. -^ 

No  matter  who  came, 

It  was  always  the  same. 
The  Captain  was  reading  aloud  to  the  Dame, 
Till,  from  having  gone  through  half  the  books  on  the  shelf. 
They  were  almost  as  wise  as  Sir  Thomas  himself. 

Well,  it  happen'd  one  day, 

—  I  really  can't  say 
The  particular  month;  — but  I  think  'twas  in  May, — 
'Twas,  I  know,  in  the  Spring-time, — when  "Nature  looks  ga; 
As  the  Poet  observes, — and  on  tree-top  and  spray 
The  dear  little  dickey-birds  carol  away ; 
When  the  grass  is  so  green,  and  the  sun  is  so  bright. 
And  all  things  are  teeming  with  life  and  with  light, — 
That  the  whole  of  the  house  was  thrown  into  affright. 
For  no  soul  could  conceive  what  was  gone  with  the  Kuiglil* 

It  seems  he  had  taken 

A  light  breakfast— bacon. 
An  egg — with  a  little  broil'd  haddock — at  most 
A  round  and  a  half  of  some  hot  buttor'd  toast. 
With  a  slice  of  cold  sirloin  Uom  yestpi*day's  roast. 
28* 
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And  then — let  me  see!  — 

He  had  two  — perhaps  three 
Cups  (with  sugar  and  cream)  of  strong  gunpowder  tea. 
With  a  spoonful  in  each  of  some  choice  eau  de  vie, 
—  Which  with  nine  out  of  ten  would  perhaps  disagree.—- 

—  In  fact,  I  and  my  son 

Mix  "black"  with  our  "Hyson," 
Neither  having  the  nerves  of  a  bull,  or  a  bison, 
And  both  hating  brandy  like  what  some  call  "pison.'* 

No  mutter  for  that  — 

He  had  call'd  for  his  hat, 
With  the  brim  that  I've  said  was  so  broad  and  so  flat. 
And  his  "specs"  with  the  tortoise-shell  rim,  and  his  caL6 
With  the  crutch-handled  top,  which  he  used  to  sustain 
His  steps  in  his  walks,  and  to  poke  in  the  shrubs 
And  the  grass,  when  unearthing  his  worms  and  his  grubp 
Thus  arm'd,  he  set  out  on  a  ramble  —  alack ! 
He  tei  oulf  poor  dear  Soul !  —  but  he  never  came  back ! 

"First  dinner-bell"  rang 

Out  its  euphonous  clang 
At  five — folks  kept  early  hours  tlien  —  and  the  "Last" 
Ding-dong'd,  as  it  ever  was  wont,  at  half-past. 

While  Betsey  and  Sally, 

And  Thompson  the  Valei, 
And  every  one  else  was  beginning  to  bless  himself. 
Wondering  the  Knight  had  not  come  in  to  dress  himself,  — 
—  Quoth  Betsey,  "  Dear  me  I  why  the  fish  will  be  cold  I"  - 
Quoth  Sally,  "Good  gracious!  how  'Missis'  will  scold !"- 

Thompson,  the   Valet, 

Looked  gravely  at  Sally, 
As  who  should  say  "  Truth  must  not  always  be  told  I" 
Then,  expressing  a  fear  lest  the  Knight  might  take  cold. 

Thus  exposed  to  the  dews, 

J^mb8*-wool  st<^cking8  and  shoes, 
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Of  each  a  fresh  pair, 
He  put  dawn  to  air, 
AuJ  hoiig  a  dean  shirt  to  the  fire  on  a  cha.ir.  — 

Still  the  Master  was  absent — the  Cook  came  and  snid,  **he 
Much  fear*d,  as  the  dinner  had  been  so  long  ready, 

The  roa8t  and  the  boiVd 

Would  be  all  of  it  spoiKd, 
And  the  paddings,  her  Ladyship  thought  such  a  treat, 
He  was  morally  sure,  would  bo  scarce  fit  to  eatl" 

This  closed  the  debate  — 

*«Twould  be  folly  to  wait," 
Bald  the  Lady,  "  Dish  up !  -  — Let  the  meal  be  served  straight ; 
And  let  two  or  three  slices  be  put  on  a  plate, 
And  kept  hot  for  Sir  Thomas.  —  He  *s  lost,  sure  as  fate  I 
And,  a  hundred  to  one,  won't  be  home  till  it's  late!" 
—  Captain  Dugald  Mac  Bride  then  proceeded  to  face 
The  Lady  at  table,  — stood  up,  and  said  grace, — 
Then  set  himself  down  in  Sir  Thomas's  place. 

Wearily,  wearily,  all  that  night, 
That  live-long  night  did  the  hours  go  by; 
And  the  Lady  Jane, 
In  grief  and  in  pain, 
She  sat  herself  down  to  cry !  — 
And  Captain  MacBride, 
Who  sat  by  her  side, 
Though  I  really  can't  say  that  he  actually  cned, 

At  least  had  a  tear  in  his  eye !  — 
Ax  much  as  can  well  be  expected,  perhaps, 
Fr>m  **very  young  fellows"  for  very  "old  chaps:" 
And  if  he  had  said 
What  he  'd  got  in  his  head. 
'Twould  have  been  *'  Poor  old  Buflfer!  he's  certainly  dead  . 

The  morning  dawn'd,  —  and  the  next,  —  and  the  next. 
And  all  in  the  mansion  were  still  porplcx'd ; 
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No  wa*-ch-dog  "bay'd  a  ^fclcome  home,"  as 

A  watch-dog  should  to  the  *'  Good  Sir  Thomant" 

No  knocker  fell 

His  approach  to  tell, 
Not  80  much  as  a  runaway  ring  at  the  bell— 
the  IlaU  was  silent  as  Hermit^s  cell. 

Vet  the  sun  shone  bright  upon  tower  and  tree, 
And  the  meads  smiled  green  as  green  may  be. 
And  the  dear  Utile  dickey-birds  caroUM  with  glee. 
And  the  lambs  in  the  park  skipped  merry  and  free  — 
-Without,  all  was  joy  and  harmony  I 

"  And  thus  'twill  be,  —  nor  long  the  day,— 

Ere  we,  Uke  him,  shall  pass  away! 

Yon  Sun,  that  now  our  bosoms  warms, 

Shall  shine,  —  but  shine  on  other  forms;  - 

Yon  GroTe,  whose  choir  so  sweetly  cheers 

Us  now,  shall  sound  on  other  ears,— 

The  joyous  Lamb,  as  now,  shall  play. 

But  other  eyes  its  sports  survey,  — 

The  stream  we  loved  shall  roll  as  fair, 

The  flowery  sweets,  the  trim  Parterre 

Shall  scent,  as  now,  the  ambient  air,— 

The  Tree,  whose  bending  branches  bear 

The  One  loved  name  — shall  yet  be  there;  —  ^^ 

But  where  the  hand  that  carved  it  T  —  Where  ?" 

These  were  hinted  to  me  as 

The  very  ideas 
Which  passM  through  the  mind  of  the  fair  Udy  J.uic 
Her  thoughts  baring  taken  a  sombre-ish  train. 
As  she  walkM  on  the  esplanade,  to  and  again, 

With  Captain  MacBride, 

l)f  course,  at  her  side, 
Who  could  not  look  quite  so  foriorn,- though  he  trie.l. 
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—  An  **idea,"  in  fact,  had  got  into  his  head. 

That  if  "  poor  dear  Sir  Thomas"  should  really  be  dead. 
It  might  be  no  bad  "  spec."  to  be  there  in  Mh  steiui, 
And,  by  simply  contriTing,  in  due  time,  to  wed 
A  Lady  who  was  young  and  fair, 

A  lady  slim  and  tall, 
lo  set  himself  down  in  comfort  there 

The  Lord  of  Tapton*  HaH  - 

Thinks  he,  "  We  have  sent 

Half  over  Kent, 
And  nobody  knows  how  much  money  *8  been  spent, 
Tet  no  one  *s  been  found  to  say  which  way  he  went !  — 

The  groom,  who 's  been  orer 

To  Folkstone  and  Dover, 
Can't  get  any  tidings  at  all  of  the  rover ! 

—  Here's  a  fortnight  and  more  has  gone  by,  and  we've  fried 
Every  plan  we  could  hit  on  —  the  whole  country-Hi. I c». 
Upon  all  its  dead  walls,  with  placards  we've  suppHcl.  — 
And  we  've  sent  out  the  Crier,  and  had  him  well  cried  — 

*  Missing  !  I 

Stolen,  or  stray'd, 

Lost,  or  mislaid, 
A  Gbntlbman  ;  —  middle-aged,  sober,  and  staid ; — 
Stoops  slightly ;  —  and  when  he  left  home  was  array 'd 
In  a  sad-Golour'd  suit,  somewhat  dingy  and  fray'd ;  — 
Had  spectacles  on  with  a  tortoise-shell  rim, 
And  a  hat  rather  low-crowii'd,  and  broad  in  the  brim 
Whoe'er 
Shall  bear. 

Or  shall  send  him  with  care, 
(Bight  side  uppermost)  home;  or  shall  give  notice  where 
The  said  middle-aged  Gentleman  is ;  or  shall  sUite 

•  The  familiar  nbbwvlatlon  for  Tnpp^nfrton  Kverard  i«tlll  In  u«o  iiniong  Cia 
tenantry. —  Vidt  Prf/atnry  Irttr-^uetitm  to  Uu  IngotdsUy  l^.sft.iuU. 
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Anj-  fact,  that  may  t«nd  to  throw  liglit  on  his  fate, 
To  the  man  at  the  turnpike,  called  Tappinotox  Gate, 
Shall  receive  a  Ukwaud  of  Five  Tounds  for  his  trouble,— 
fii®"N.B. — If  defunct  the  Reward  will  be  double!  I, 


•»  Had  he  been  aboTO  ground 

He  mvtt  have  been  found. 
No;  doubtless  he's  shot, — or  he 's  hang'd, — or  he's  drowu'd ' 

Then  his  Widow  —  ay  I  ay ! — 

But,  what  will  folks  say ! — 
To  address  her  at  once  —  at  so  early  a  day ! 
^Vell  —  what  then? — who  cares! — let  'em  say  what  they  may— 
A  fig  for  their  nonsense  and  chatter! — suffice  it,  her 
Charms  will  excuse  one  for  casting  sheep's  eyes  at  her ' " 

When  a  Man  has  decided 

As  Captain  MacBridc  did, 
And  once  fully  made  up  his  mind  on  tlie  matter,  he 
Can't  be  too  prompt  in  unmasking  his  battery. 
He  began  on  the  instant,  and  vow'd  that  "her  eyes 
Far  exceeded  in  brilliance  the  stars  in  the  skies, — 
Tliat  her  Hps  were  like  roses  — her  checks  were  like  lilies - 
ilcr  breath  had  the  odour  of  daffy-down-dillies  I  " — 
With  a  thousand  more  compliments  equally  ti*ue. 
And  express'd  in  similitudes  equally  new ! 

—  Then  his  left  arm  he  placed 

Round  her  jimp,  taper  waist  — 
—  Ere  she  fix'd  to  repulse,  or  return,  his  embrace, 
Up  came  running  a  man,  at  a  deuce  of  a  pace, 
With  that  very  peculiar  expression  of  face 
Which  always  betokens  dismay  or  disaster, 
Crying  out — 'twas  the  Gardener, —  "Oh,  Ma'am  I  we've  found 

Master  I" 
— '•  Where!  where?"  scream'd  the  lady;  and  Echo  scream'J  — 
«« Where?" 

The  man  couldn't  say  "Then  !" 

He  had  no  breath  to  spare. 
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B»it,  jrarplng  for  air,  lie  (muuI  only  respoii'l. 

By  pointing-- he  pointe«l,  :il:i>I  —  to  the  1'oxd. 

—  *Twas  e'en  so — poor  dear  Knight  I — witli  his  "specs"  and 

his  hat 
He'd  gone  poking  his  nose  into  this  and  to  that; 

When,  close  to  the  eido 

Of  the  bank,  he  espic<l 
An  ♦'uncommon  fine"  Tadpole,  remarkably  fat! 

He  stoop'd; — and  he  thought  her 

His  own ; — he  liud  caught  her! 
Got  hold  of  her  tail, —  and  to  land  almost  brought  ner, 
When  —  he  plump'd  head  and  heels  into  fifteen  feet  water' 


The  Lady  Jane  was  tall  and  slim. 

The  Lady  Jane  was  Aiir, 
Alas,  for  Sir  Tliomas! — she  grieved  for  him, 
As  she  saw  two  serving-men,  sturdy  of  linil), 
His  body  between  them  bear: 
She  sobb'd,  and  she  sigh'd;  she  lamente«l,  and  cried, 

For  of  sorrow  brimful  was  her  cup; 
Slic  swoon'd,  and  I  think  she  *d  have  i'airn  down  nnd  diea 
If  Captain  MacBride 
Had  not  been  by  her  side, 
With  the  Gardener;  they  both  their  ae.sistance  supplied, 
And  managed  to  hold  her  up. — 

But,  when  she  "comes  to," 
Oh  I  'tis  shocking  to  view 
The  sight  which  the  corpse  reveals ! 
Sir  Thomas's  body, 
It  look'd  so  odd — he 
Was  half  eaten  up  by  the  eels  I 
His  waistcoat  and  hose,  and  the  rest  of  his  clotbefc 
Were  all  gnawl'd  througli  and  through: 
And  out  of  each  shoe 
An  eel  they  drew  ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


^6  A   LEGEND   OF    THE   REIGN   Of    ^UEKN   jINNC 

And  from  each  of  his  pockets  they  puH'd  out  two  I 
And  the  Gardener  himself  had  seci-eted  a  few. 

As  well  we  may  suppose ; 
For,  when  he  came  running  to  giye  the  alarm, 
lie  had  six  in  the  basket  that  hung  on  his  arm. 

Good  Father  John* 

Was  summoned  anon; 

Holy  water  was  sprinkled. 

And  Uttle  bells  tinkled, 

And  tapers  were  lighted. 

And  incense  ignited, 
And  masses  were  sung,  and  masses  were  said. 
All  day,  for  the  quiet  repose  of  the  dead. 
And  all  night  no  one  thought  about  going  to  bed. 

But  Lady  Jane  was  tall  and  slim, 
And  Lady  Jane  was  fair, — 
And,  ere  morning  came,  that  winsome  dame 
Had  made  up  her  mind  —  or,  what 's  much  the  same. 
Had  thought  about  —  ouco  more  -'  changing  her  name,*^ 

And  she  said  with  a  pensive  air, 
To  Thompson,  the  valet,  while  taking  away. 
When  supper  was  over,  the  cloth  and  the  tray,-- 
**  Eels  a  many 
I  've  ate ;  but  any 
So  good  ne'er  tasted  before !  — 
They  're  a  fish,  too,  of  which  I  'm  remarkably  fond. — 
Go  —  pop  Sir  Thomas  again  in  the  Pond  — 

Poor  dear !  —  ue  'll  catch  us  some  mobe  !  I " 


*  For  K>in«  occonnt  of  Father  John  Ingoldob}*,  to  irho^e  papers  I  am  fo  muob 
belli il(U>n,  Fw.  Jngnldshy  Lfgendx,  Firtt  .V^ri««,  p.  208.  Tbifi  waa  the  Itu-t  evck> 
•iMftical  act  of  hi«  long  and  Tnluable  life. 
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Moral. 


All  middle-aged  Gentlemen  let  me  adyise, 
if  you  *ro  married,  and  have  not  got  very  good  eyefl» 
Don't  go  poking  aboat  after  blue-bottle  flies  I  — 
If  you  've  spectacles,  don't  liave  a  tortoise-shell  nm. 
And  don't  go  near  the  water, —  unless  you  can  swim  I 

Married  Ladies,  especially  such  as  are  fair, 
Tall,  and  slim,  I  would  next  recommend  to  beware 
How,  on  losing  one  spouse,  they  give  way  to  despair ; 
But  let  them  reflect,  "There  are  flsh,  and  no  doubt  on  t— 
As  good  in  the  river  as  ever  came  out  on 't  I " 

Should  they  light  on  a  spouse  who  is  given  lo  roaming 

In  solitude  —  raiton  depluSf  in  the  "gloaming," — 

Let  them  have  a  fix'd  time  for  said  spouse  to  come  home  in  1 

And  if,  when  "  last  dinner-bell "  's  rung,  he  is  late, 

To  insure  better  manners  in  future — Don't  wait !  — 

If  of  husband  or  children  they  chance  to  be  fond, 
Have  a  stout  iron-wire  fence  put  all  round  the  pond ! 

One  more  piece  of  advice,  and  I  close  my  appeals  — 
That  in  —  if  you  chance  to  be  partial  to  eels. 
Then —  Crede  experto  —  trust  one  who  has  tried  — 
Hive  them  spitch-cock'd,  —  or  stew'd  —  they're  too  oily  when 
fried! 

29 
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Did  you  eTor  see  the  Devil  dance?  —  OLt»  Qunnr. 

diR  Christopher  ITatton  he  danced  with  gi-ace. 

He  *d  a  very  fine  form  and  a  very  fine  face, 

And  his  cloak  and  his  doublet  were  guarded  with  lace. 

And  the  rest  of  his  clothes, 

As  you  well  may  suppose, 
In  taste  were  by  no  means  inferior  to  those ; 

lie  'd  a  yellow-stavch'd  ruff, 

And  his  gloves  were  of  buff, 
On  each  of  liis  shoe?  a  red  heel  and  a  rose, 
And  nice  little  moustaches  under  his  nose ; 

Then  every  one  knows 

How  he  turn'd  out  his  toes, 
And  a  very  great  way  that  accomplishment  goes. 
In  a  Court  whore  it's  thou-rht,  in  a  lonl  or  a  duke,  a 
Disgrace  to  fall  short  in  *'tlie  IJrawls" — (their  Cnchonea) 

So  what  with  liis  form,  and  what  with  his  face. 
And  what  with  his  velvet  cloak  guarded  with  lace. 
And  what  with  his  elegant  dancing  and  grace. 

His  dress  and  address 

So  tickled  Queen  Bess 
That  her  Majesty  gave  him  a  very  snug  place ; 
And  seeing,  moreover,  at  one  single  peep,  her 
Advisers  were,  few  of  them,  sharper  or  deeper 
(Old  Burleigh  excepted),  she  made  him  Lord  Keeper 

I  'vo  heani,  I  confess,  with  no  little  surprise 
English  history  callM  a  farrago  of  lies* 
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And  a  ccrtiiin  Diyine, 
A  connexion  of  mine, 
Whc  ought  to  know  better,  as  some  folks  opine, 
Is  apt  to  declare, 
I»eaning  back  in  his  chair, 
With  a  sort  of  smirking,  self-satisfied  air. 
That  **aU  that's  recorded  in  Hume  and  elsewhere, 
Of  our  early  *  Annalea ' 
A  trumpery  tale  is, 
Like  the  *Bold  Captain  Smith's,*  and  the  <  Luckless  Miss  Bav* 

ley's'— 
That  old  Roger  Hovcdon,  and  Ralph  de  Diceto, 
And  others  (whose  names  should  I  try  to  repeat  o- 
ver,  well  I  'm  assured  you  would  put  in  your  veto), 
Though  all  holy  friars. 
Were  very  great  liars, 
Vnd  raised  stories  faster  than  Grissel  and  Peto — 
That  Harold  escaped  with  the  loss  of  a  *glim' — 
That  the  shaft  which  kill'd  Rufus  ne'er  glanced  from  a  limb 
Of  a  tree,  as  they  say,  but  was  aim'd  slap  at  Aim, — 
That  Fair  Rosamond  nevPT  was  poison'd  or  spitted, 
But  outlived  Queen  Nell,  who  was  much  to  be  pitied; — 
That  Nelly  her  namesake,  Ned  Longshanks's  wife, 
Ne'er  went  crusading  at  all  in  her  life. 
Nor  suck'd  the  wound  made  by  the  poison-tipp'd  knife  I 
For  as  she, 
O'er  the  sea, 
Towards  far  Galilee, 
Never,  even  in  fancy,  nuirch'd  carcass  or  shook  shanks. 
Of  course  she  could  no  more  suck  Longslianks  than  Cruiksbaukf^ 
But,  leaving  her  spindle-legg'd  licge-lord  to  roam, 
Staid  behind,  and  s\ick'd  something  much  better  at  home,- 
That  it  'i*  quite  as  absurd 
To  say  F.ilward  the  Third, 
In  revising  the  (Inrter,  utforded  a  handle 
For  any  Court-gossip   detraction,  or  scandal. 
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As  'twould  be  to  say, 

That  at  Court  t'other  day, 
At  the  fdte  which  the  uewspapers  say  was  so  gaj. 
His  Great  Representative  then  stole  away 
Iiady  Salisbury's  garters  as  part  of  the  play. — 
— That  as  to  Prince  Hal's  being  taken  to  jail, 
By  the  London  Police^  without  mainprize  or  bail. 

For  cuffing  a  judge, 

It's  a  regular  fudge ; 
And  that  Chief- Justice  Gascoigne,  it's  rery  well  known. 
Was  kick'd  out  the  moment  he  came  to  the  throne. — 
— Then  that  Richard  the  Third  was  a  'marrellous  proper 
Never  kill'd,  injured,  or  wrong'd  of  a  copper,  man.— 

Ne'er  wish'd  to  smother 

The  sons  of  his  brother, — 
Nor  ever  stuck  Harry  the  Sixth,  who,  instead 
Of  being  squabash'd,  as  in  Shakspeare  we've  read, 
CAUglit  a  bad  influenza,  and  died  in  his  bed, 
In  the  Tower,  not  far  from  the  room  where  the  Guard  is 
(Tha  octagon  one  that  adjoins  Duffus  Hardy's). 
— That,  in  shorty  all  the  *  facts '  in  the  Decern  Scriptoru 
Are  nothing  at  all  but  sheer  humbugging  stories." 

Then  if,  as  he  vows,  both  this  country  and  France  in. 
Historians  thus  gave  themselves  up  to  romancing, 
Notwitlistanding  what  most  of  them  join  in  advancing 
Respecting  Sir  Christopher's  capering  and  prancing, 

'Twill  cause  no  surprise 

If  we  find  that  his  rise 
Is  not  to  be  solely  ascribed  to  his  dancing! 
The  fact  is,  Sir  Christopher,  early  in  life, 
As  all  bachelors  should  do,  had  taken  a  wife, 
A  Fanshawe  by  family, — one  of  a  house 
Well  descended,  but  boasting  less  »* nobles"  than  fioui; 

Though  e'en  as  to  purse 

He  might  have  done  worse. 
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For  I  find,  oo  pemsiDg  ber  Qrandfather's  will,  it  is 
Clear  she  b:id  '*good  gifts  beside  posflibilities/'* 

Owches  and  rings, 

And  sucb  sort  of  tbings, 
Orellana  shares  (then  the  American  Stocks), 
Jewell'd  stomacbei'S,  coifs,  mflffi,  silk-stockings  with  docks, 
.Point-lace,  cambric  handkerchiefs,  nightcaps,  and  — socks— > 
(Recondite  apparel  contained  in  her  box), 

— Then  the  height  of  her  breeding 

And  depth  of  her  reading 
Might  captivate  any  gay  youth,  and,  in  leading 
Him  on  to  "propose,"  well  excuse  the  proceeding; 
Truth  to  tell,  as  to  "reading,"  the  Lady  was  thought  to  do 
More  than  she  should,  and  know  more  than  she  ought  to  do ; 

Her  maid,  it  was  said. 

Declared  {hat  she  read 
^A custom  all  staid  folks  discourage)  in  bed; 

And  that  often  o'  nights, 

Odd  noises  and  sights         * 
In  her  mistress's  chamber  had  giv'n  her  sad  frights, 
After  aU  in  the  mansion  had  put  out  their  lights, 
And  she  rerily  thought  that  hobgoblins  and  sprites 
Were  there,  kicking  up  all  sorts  of  devil's  delights; — 
Miss  Alice,  in  short,  was  supposed  to  "collogue  " — I 
Don't  much  like  the  word  —  with  the  subtle  old  rogue,  I 
've  heard  call'd  by  so  many  names  —  one  of  them's  "  Bogy  "-« 

Indeed  'twas  conceived. 

And  by  most  folks  believed, 
— A  thing  at  which  all  of  her  well-wishers  griev'd  - 
That  should  she  incline  to  play  such  a  vagary, 
Like  sage  Lady  Branxholm,  her  contempo-rary 
(Excuse  the  false  quantity,  reader  I  pray). 
She  could  turn  a  knight  into  a  wagon  of  hay, 
Oi'  two  nice  little  boys  into  puppies  at  play, 

^  "8eT£n  hundred  poands  aod  itoMibilitieB  is  good  gifto." 

Sib  Hugh  Etahs. 
tS9» 
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Raison  de  plus,  not  a  doubt  could  exist  of  lier 
Pow'r  to  turn  "  Kit  Ilatton"  into  **  Sir  Clirirftophcr  ;" 
Bnt  what  "mighty  magic,"  or  strong  "conjurutiou.' 
Whether  love-powdor,  philtre,  or  other  potation 

She  used,  I  confess, 

I  'm  unable  to  guess, — 

Much  less  to  express 

By  what  skill  and  address 
She  "cut  and  contrived"  with  such  signal  success. 
As  we  Londoners  say,  to  "iuwiggle"  Queen  Bess 

Inasmuch  as  I  lack  heart 

To  study  the  Black  Art  ; 
Be  that  as  it  may, —  it 's  as  clear  as  the  sun. 
That,  however  she  did  it,  'twas  certainly  done  ! 

Now,  they're  all  very  well,  titles,  honour,  and  rank. 
Still  we  can't  but  admit,  if  wo  choose  to  be  frstnk. 
There's  no  harm  in  a  snug  little  sum  in  the  Bank! 

An  old  proverb  says, 

"Pudding  still  before  praise  !  " 
An  adage  well  known  I've  no  doubt  in  thoj^e  days. 
And  George  Colman,  the  Younger,  in  one  of  his  plays. 
Makes  one  of  his  characters  loudly  declare 
That  "a  Lcrd  without  money," — I  quote  from  his  "He»r- 
At-Law  "  —  "  's  but  a  poor  wishy-washy  affair  I  " — 
In  her  subsequent  conduct  I  think  we  can  see  a 
Strong  proof  the  Dame  entertain'd  some  such  idea 

For.  once  in  the  palace. 

We  find  Lady  Alice 
Again  playing  tricks  with  her  Majesty's  chalice 

In  the  way  that  the  jocose   in 

Our  days,  term  '•  hocus^ing  :" 
The  liquor  Hbeused,  as  I've  said,  slie  kept  close, 
B  It  whatever  it  was,  she  now  doulded  the  dose! 

(So  true  is  the  snyinir. 

**  Wo  never  can  stav,  in 
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Our  progress,  when  once  with  the  foul  fiend  we  league  us." 
—  She  »'docloiM"  the  punch,  and  she  •*  doctor'd"  the  negus. 
Taking  care  not  to  put  in  sufficient  to  flavour  it, 

Till,  at  every  fresh  sip, 

That  inoisten'd  her  lip, 
The  Virgin  Queen  grew  more  attach'd  to  her  Favourite. 

**  No  end  "  now  he  commands 

Of  money  and  lands. 
And,  as  George  Robins  says,  when  he 's  writing  about  houses, 
••  Messuages,  tenements,  crofts,  tofts,  and  outhouses," 
Parks,  manors,  chases.  She  **  gives  and  she  grauts, 
To  him  and  his  heirs,  and  his  uncles  and  aunts ; " 
Whatever  he  wants,  he  has  only  to  ask  it. 
And  all  other  suitors  are  "  left  in  the  basket," 

Till  Dudley  and  Rawleigh 

Began  to  look  squally, 
While  even  grave  Cecil,  the  famous  Lord  Burleigh, 
Himself,  '*  shook  his  head,"  and  grew  snappish  and  surly. 

All  this  was  fine  sport, 

As  our  authors  report. 
To  dame  Alice,  become  a  great  Lady  at  Court, 
Where  none  than  her  Ladyship's  husband  looked  bigger. 
Who  -Med  the  brawls"*  still  with  the  same  grace  and  vigour^ 
Though  losing  a  little  in  slimuess  and  figure ; 
For  eating  and  flrinking  all  day  of  the  best 

Of  viands  well  dressed. 

With  "  Burgest<'.s  Zest," 
Is  apt,  by  degrees,  to  enlarge  a  man's  vest ; 
And,  what  in  Sir  Christopher  went  to  increase  it,  he 
*d  always  been  rather  inclined  to  obesity ; 
— Few  men  in  those  times  were  found  to  grow  thinner 
With  beefsteaks  for  breakfast  and  pork-pie  for  dinner. 

•  The  K^ftve  IjOtA  Keeper  li*d  the.  brawla, 

TJic  ?eal9  and  niace<  (lancc<l  U-foro  him. — Gray. 
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Now  it*8  really  a  difficnlt  problem  to  say 

How  long  matters  might  have  gone  on  in  this  way, 

If  it  had  not  unluckily  happened  one  day 
That  Nick, — who,  because 
He  M  the  gout  in  his  claws 

And  his  hoofs  —  (he 's  by  no  means  so  young  as  he  was. 

And  is  subject  of  late  to  a  sort  of  rheumatic  a- 

-ttack  that  partakes  both  of  gout  and  sciatica,)  — 

An  the  night  long  had  twisted  and  grinn'd, 
His  pains  much  increased  by  an  easterly  wind. 
Which  always  compels  him  to  hobble  and  limp, 
Was  strongly  advised  by  his  medical  Imp 
To  lie  by  a  little,  and  give  over  work, 
For  he  'd  lately  been  slaving  away  like  a  Turk, 
On  the  Guinea-coast,  helping  to  open  a  brave  trade 
In  niggers,  with  Hawkins  *  who  founded  the  slave-trade. 
So  he  call'd  for  his  le<iger,  the  constant  resource 
Of  your  mercantile  folk,  when  they're  "not  in  full  force;" 
— If  a  cold  or  catarrh  makes  them  husky  and  hoarse, 
Or  a  touch  of  gout  keeps  them  away  from  ♦'  the  Bouuax," 
They  look  over  their  books  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Now  scarce  had  Nick  tum'd  over  one  page  or  two, 
Ere  a  prominent  item  attracted  his  view, 
A  Bill !  —  that  had  now  been  some  days  overdue. 
From  one  Alice  Hatton,  nie  Fanshawe  —  a  name 
Which  you  *11  recognise,  reader,  at  once  as  the  same 
With  that  borne  by  Sir  Christopher's  erudite  dame! 
The  signature  —  much  more  prvnoncie  than  pink, 
Seom'd  written  in  blood  —  but  it  might  be  red  ink  — 
While  the  Vest  of  the  deed 
He  proceeded  to  read, 

*  Sir  John  llawkinci  for  "his  worthye  attenipta  and  serrlcee,"  and  beeaoim 
*<ln  the  same  he  had  dyven«  confli^hUi  with  the  Moryana,  and  slew  and  toko 
Uyvers  of  tho^amc  Mnryanp,"  re<^ived  from  Elizalx^th  an  hcmounxhU  augnitMi- 
tntion  to  hl8  coat  armour,  including,  for  hifl  crest,  "^  Demi- Moor  aabtt,  vnth 
fun  I  mattaUa  on  eadt  armt  en*/' 
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i^ikc  eVry  "l#il1,  bond,  or  ncquitUnce"  whose  date  is 
Three  hundred  years  old,  ran  in  Latin, — *'Sdatis 
( IHaboli  f)  omnet  ad  quot  hcee  pervenient  — " 
— But  courage,  dear  Header,  I  mean  to  be  lenient. 
And  Eicom  to  inflict  on  you  half  the  '*  Law-reading" 
I  pick'd  up  **umquhilo"  in  three  days'  special  pleading. 
Which  cost  me  —  a  theme  I'll  not  pause  to  digress  on  — 
Just  thirty-three  pounds  six-and-eightpence  a  lesson  ^- 
"  Aa  I  'm  stout,  I  '11  bo  merciful,"  therefore,  and  sparing 
All  these  technicalities,  end  by  declaring 

The  deed  so  correct 

As  to  make  one  suspect, 
(Were  it  possible  any  such  person  could  go  there) 
Old  Nick  had  a  special  attorney  below  there : 
*Twas  so  fram'd  and  express'd  no  tribunal  could  shake  it, 
And  firm  as  red  wax  and  black  ferret  could  make  it. 

By  the  roll  of  his  eye 

As  Old  Nick  put  it  by. 
It  was  clear  he  had  made  up  his  mind  what  to  do 
In  respect  of  the  course  ho  should  have  to  pursue. 
When  his  hoof  would  allow  him  to  put  on  a  shoe ! ! 

Now  although  the  Lord  Keeper  held  under  the  crown,  hou«e 
And  land  in  the  country  —  he  'd  never  a  Town-house, 

And,  as  we  have  seen. 

His  course  always  had  been. 
When  he  wanted  a  thing,  to  solicit  the  Queen, 
So  now,  in  the  hope  of  a  fresh  acquisition, 
He  danced  off  to  Court  with  his  <'  Humble  Petition,'* 

«  Please  your  Majesty's  Grace, 

I  have  not  a  place, 
I  can  well  put  my  head  in,  to  dine,  sup,  or  sleep  * 
Vour  Grace's  Lord  Keeper  has  nowhere  to  keej>. 

So  I  beg  and  intreat. 

At  your  Maje»«ty'8  feet. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


346  A    LKGEND    OF    bt.KKDi.N'G- HEART    YARD. 

That  your  Grace  will  bo  graciously  pleased  for  to  say, 

AVith  as  little  delay 

As  your  Majesty  may, 
Where  your  Majesty's  Grace's  Lord  Keeper's  to  st^iy— 
—  And  youi*  Grace's  Petitioner  ever  will  pray  J " 

The  Queen,  when  she  heard 

This  petition  prcfen**d, 
Gave  ear  to  Sir  Christopher's  suit  at  a  word ;  — 
•*  Odds  Bobs,  my  good  Lord ! "  was  her  gracious  rei)]y, 

I  don't  know,  not  I, 

Any  good  reason  why 
A  Lord  Keeper,  like  you,  should  not  always  be  nigh 
To  advise  —  and  de>'ise  —  and  revise  —  our  supply — 
A  House!  we're  surprised  that  the  thing  did  not  strike 
Us  before  —  Yes!  — of  course !  — Pray,  whose  house  would  yi  u 

like! 
When  I  do  things  of  this  kind,  I  do  them  genteelly : 
A  House? — let  me  see!  tliere's  the  Bishop  of  Ely! 
A  capital  mansion,  I  'm  told,  the  proud  knave  is  in, 
Up  there  in  Holborn.  just  oppo>*ite  Thavie's  Inn  — 
Where  the  strawberries  grow  so  fine  and  so  big, 
Which  our  GraTidmother's  Uncle  tuck'd  in  like  a  pig, 
King  Richard  tlje  Tliird,  which  you  all  must  have  read  of — 
The  day, —  don't  you  know?  —  he  cut  Hastings'  head  off — 
And  mark  me.  proud  prelate !  —  I'm  speaking  to  you, 
Bishop  HeatonI  — you  need  not,  my  lord,  look  so  blue  — 
Give  it  up  on  the  instant!     I  don't  mean  to  shock  you. 

Or  else  by  ! — (The  Bishop  teas  shock'd!) — I'll  uiifrocX 

you ! ! " 

The  Queen  turns  abruptly  her  baclL  on  the  group, 
Th.e  courtiers  all  bow  as  she  passes,  and  stoop 
To  kiss,  as  she  goes,  the  hind  flounce  of  her  hoop, 
And  Sir  Christopher,  having  thus  danced  to  some  tune, 
Skips  away  with  much  glee  in  hiu  best  rigadoon ' 
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While  poor  Bishop  Ilcntoii^ 

Who  found  hiinsoU*  beaten, 
In  serious  alarm  ut  the  Qiieeu'a  cuiitumclions 
And  menacing  tone,  at  once  gave  him  up  Ely  Houjms, 
With  every  appurtenance  thereto  belonging, 
bicludiug  the  strawberry  beds  'twas  so  strong  in ; 
Politely  he  bow*d  to  the  gratified  minion, 
And  said,  •*  There  can  be,  my  good  lord,  in  opinioc 

No  difference  betwixt  yours 

And  mine  as  to  fixtures. 

And  tables,  and  chairs  — 

We  need  no  surveyVrt  — 
Take  them  just  as  you  find  them,  without  reservation. 
Orates,  coppers,  and  all,  at  your  own  valuation ! " 


Wftll !  the  object  is  gain'd  ! 

A  good  town-house  obtain'd, 
The  next  thing  to  be  thought  of,  is  now 
The  "house- warming"  party  —  the  when  and  the  Aoir— 

The  Court  ladies  call. 

One  and  all,  great  and  small, 
For  an  elegant  "Spread,"  nnd  more  elegant  liall, 
So,  Sir  Christopher,  vain  as  we  know  of  his  capering, 
No  sooner  had  finish'd  his  painting  and  papering. 

Than  he  sat  down  and  wrote 

A  nice  little  pink  note 
fo  every  great  Lord,  whom  he  knew,  and  his  spouse, 
« From  our  poor  place  on  Holborn-hill  (late  Ely  Houso). 
Lord  Keeper,  and  Dame  Alice  Ilatton,  request 
Lord  So-anil-so's  (name,  style,  or  title  exprest) 

Good  company  on 

The  next  eve  of  St.  J<»hn, 
Tiz,.  Friday  wcei',  June  24th,  as  their  guesi. 

To  partake  of  pot-luck, 

And  taste  a  fit  buck. 
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N.B.  Venison  on  table  exactly  at  3, 
Quadrilles  in  the  afternoon. 

R.  S.  V.  P. 

For  my  good  Lord  of  So-and-so,  these,  and  his  wife ; 

Ride !  ride !  for  thy  life !  for  thy  life !  for  thy  life  I " 

Thus,  courtiers  were  wont  to  indorse  their  expresses 

In  Harry  the  Vlllth's  time,  and  also  Queen  Bess's. 

The  Dame,  for  her  part,  too,  took  order  that  cards 

Should  be  sent  to  the  mess-rooms  of  all  the  HuDsards, 

The  Household  troops,  Train-bands,  and  horse  and  foe  t  Guardib 

Well,  the  day  for  the  rout 

At  length  came  about, 
And  the  bells  of  St.  Andrew*s  rang  merrily  out. 
As  horse-litter,  coach,  and  pad-nag,  with  its  pillion, 
(The  mode  of  conveyance  then  used  by  "  the  Million,'*) 

All  gallant  and  grand, 

Defiled  from  the  Strand, 
Some  through  Chancery  (then  an  unpaved  and  much  wetter) 

Lane, 
Otliers  through  Shoe  (which  was  not  a  whit  better)  Lane ; 
Others  through  Fewtar's  (corrupted  to  Fetter)  Lane ; 
Some  from  Cheapside,  and  St.  Mary-le-Bow, 
From  Bishopsgate  Street,  Dowgote  Hill,*  and  Budge  Row 

They  come  and  they  go. 

Squire  and  Dame,  Belle  and  Bean, 
Down  Snore  Hill  (which  we  hare  since  whitewash'd  to  Snov), 
All  eager  to  see  the  magnificent  show. 
And  sport  what  some  call  '*  a  fantastical  toe  ;" 

In  silk  and  in  satin, 

To  batten  and  fatten 
Upon  the  good  cheer  of  Sir  Christopher  Hatton. 

A  flourish,  trumpot^^  I —  sound  a^ain !  —      , 
He  comes,  Bold  Drake,  the  chief  who  msife  i* 

•  8tr  Kmnrit  Drnku'ti  Iioum',  '•  tbe  Arbour,"  fttoud  hera- 
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f  ino  bush  of  nil  the  pow'i-s  of  Spain, 

And  so  serv'd  oat  the^T  Grand  Armada ; 
With  him  come  Frobiaher  and  Hawkins, 

In  yellow  ruffa,  rosettes,  and  stockings. 

Room  for  my  Lord ! — proud  Leicester's  Barl 

Retires  awhile  from  courtly  oures, 
Who  took  his  wife,  poor  hapless  girl  1 

And  pitch'd  her  neck  and  heels  dowA  stairs 
Proving,  in  hopes  to  wed  a  richer, 

If  not  her  "friend,"  at  least  her  "pitcher." 

A  flourish,  trumpets !  strike  the  drums ! 

Will  Shakspeare,  never  of  his  pen  sick, 
Is  here  —  next  Doctor  Masters  comes. 

Renowned  afar  for  caring  men  sick,— 
Queen's  Sergeant  Barham  *  with  his  buns 

And  tipstave  coif,  and  wig  forensic  ; 
(He  lost,  unless  Sir  Richard  lies,  his 

Life  at  the  famous  "  Black  Assizes." 

Room  !  Room  I  for  great  Cecil ! —  place,  place,  for  his  dame !  — 
Room!  Room!  for  Southampton — for  Sidney,  whose  name 
As  a  Preux  OhevaUer,  in  the  records  of  Fame, 
"  Beats  Banagher  " — e'en  now  his  praises,  we  all  sing  em. 
Knight,  poet,  Gentleman!  — Room!  for  Sage  Walsingham I 

Room  I  for  Lord  Hunsdon !  —  Sussex  1  —  for  Rawleigh  !  — 
For  Inooldsbt!  !     Oh  !  it's  enough  to  appal  ye! 

Dear  me !  how  they  call  I 

How  they  squall !  how  they  bawl ! 
This  dame  has  lost  her  shoe  —  that  one  her  shawl  — 
My  Lord  *s  got  a  tumble  —  my  lady  a  fall !  — 

Now  a  Hall!  a  Hall! 

A  Brawl !  a  Brawl ! 

•  OiUl«d  bv  Sir  BiobArd  Baker  "  The  famous  Lawyei  '  —  Su  hit  Cftromeu 
80 
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Here  'i'  my  Lonl  Keeper  Ilatton,  so  stately  and  taU  I 
Has  led  out  Lady  Ilunsdon  to  open  the  Ball ! 

Fiddlers !  Fiddlers !  fiddle  away ! 
ELosin  youi'  catgut !  fiddle  and  play  I 

A  roundelay ! 

Fiddle  away  I 
Obey !  obey !  —  hear  what  they  all  say  I 
Hip  !  —  Music  !  —  Nosey ! !  — play  up  there  I  —  plaj  ! 
Never  was  anything  half  so  gay 
Aa  Sir  Christopher  Hatton's  grand  holiday ! 

The  clock  strikes  twelve !  —  who  cares  for  the  clock  ? 
Who  cares  for Hark!  —  What  a  loud  Single-knock  ' 

Dear  me !  dear  me ! 

Who  can  it  be?  — 
Why,  who  can  be  coining  at  this  time  of  night. 
With  a  knock  like  that  honest  folk  to  affright ! — 

"Affright?" — yes,  affright!  —  there  are  many  who  mock 

At  fear,  and  in  danger  stand  firm  as  a  rock. 

Whom  the  roar  of  the  battle-field  never  could  ehock. 

Yet  quail  at  the  sound  of  a  vile  "Single  knock! " 

Hark !  — what  can  the  Porter  be  thinking  of? —  What  I  — 

If  the  booby  has  not  let  him  in,  I'll  be  shot!  — 

Dear  me  1  how  hot 

The  room  's  all  at  once  got !  — 

And  what  rings  through  the  roof?  — 

It 's  the  sound  of  a  hoof! 
It's  some  donkey  a-coming  upstairs  at  full  trot! 
Stay !  —  the  folding -doors  open  !  the  leaves  arc  thrown  bacl^ 
And  in  dances  a  tall  Figurant  —  all  in  black!  ! 

Gracious  me,  what  an  entrechat !     Oh,  what  a  bound! 
Tbm  with  what  an  a-plomb  he  comes  down  to  the  ground ! 
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Look  there !  look  there ! 

Now  he 's  up  in  the  air ! 
Now  he's  here!  —  now  h«'t)  there  —  now  he's  no  one  knows 

where  I  — 
See !  see !  —  he 's  kick'd  oyer  a  tabic  and  chair ! 
There  they  go !  —  all  the  strawberries,  flowers,  and  sweet  herbs, 

Tum'd  o'er  and  o'er, 

Down  on  the  floor, 
Ev'ry  caper  he  cuts  oversets  or  disturbs 
All  the  "Keen's  Seedlings,"  and  "  Wilinot's  Superbs!" 

There  *s  a  pirouette  !  —  we  're 

All  a  great  deal  too  near ! 
A  ring  I  — give  him  room  or  he  'U  '*  shin"  you  —  stand  clear ! 
There's  a  spring  again !  —  oh !  'tis  quite  frightful !  —  oh  denr } 
llis  toe's  broke  the  top  of  the  glass  chandelier! ! 

Cfow  he's  down  again  —  look  at  the  congees  and  bows 
And  salaams  which  he  makes  to  the  Dame  of  the  House, 
Lady  Alice,  the  noble  Lord  Treasurer's  spouse ! 

Come,  now  we  shall  view 

A  gi-and  pas  de  deux 
Perform'd  in  the  very  first  style  by  these  two 
—  But  no!  —  she  recoils  —  she  could  scarce  look  more  pale  if 
In.stcad  of  a  Beau's  'twas  the  bow  of  a  Bailiff!  — 
lie  holds  out  his  hand  —  she  declines  it,  and  draws 
Back  her  own  —  see!  —  he  grasps  it  with  hoi-rid  black  cImws. 
Like  the  short,  sharp,  strong  nails  of  a  Polar  Bear's  pawtt !  I 

Then  she  "  scream'd  such  a  scream ! " 

Such  another,  I  deem, 
Am,  long  after,  Miss  Mary  Brown  *  scream'd  in  her  dream. 
Well  she  might!  for  'twas  shrewdly  remark'd  by  her  Page, 
\  shiiip  little  boy  about  twelve  years  of  age, 

•  I ' /r  tho  .•elebratcl  ballad  of  "Gilfs  Scroggl n 8."  —  rWn</r'\'s  «/..  7  JKxii, 
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Who  was  standing  close  by 

When  she  utter'd  her  cry, 
That  the  whole  of  her  arm  shriveDM  up,  and  gr«.  w  dry, 
While  the  fingers  and  thumb  of  the  hand  he  had  got 
lu  Ills  clutches  became  on  the  instant  bed  hot  ! ! 

Now  he  whirls  and  he  twirls 

Through  the  girls  in  their  curls, 
And  their  rouge,  and  their  feathers,  and  diamondB,  and  pearls ; 

Now  high, —  now  low, — 

Now  fast,  and  now  slow, 
In  terrible  circumgyration  they  go ; 
The  flame-oolour'd  Belle  and  her  coffee-faced  Beau. 

Up  they  go  once !  and  up  they  go  twice  1  — 
Round  the  hall! — round  the  hall!  —  and  now  up  they  go  thncer 
Now  one  grand  pirouette,  the  performance  to  crown  I 
Now  again  they  go  up  ! !  —and  they  nsyek  oome  dowh !  \ ! 
«  *  ♦  «  ♦ 

The  thunder  roars! 

And  the  rain  it  pours! 
And  the  lightning  comes  in  through  the  windows  and  doors ! 

Then  more  calling,  and  bawling. 

And  squalling,  and  falling, 
Oh!  what  a  fearful  "stramash"  they  are  all  in  I 

Out  they  all  sally. 

The  whole  corps  de  ballet — 
Some  dash  down  Holbom-hill  into  the  valley. 
Where  stagnates  Fleet  Ditch  at  the  end  of  Harp  Alley, 
8ome  t'  other  way,  with  a  speed  quite  amazing, 
Nuf  pause  to  take  breath  till  they  get  beyond  Gray's  IniL 
III  every  sense  of  the  word,  such  a  rout  of  it, 
Never  was  made  in  London  or  out  of  it! 

When  Ihey  came  the  next  day  to  examine  the  scene, 
'J'here  was  scarcely  a  vestige  of  all  that  had  been ; 
The  beautiful  tapestry,  blue,  red,  and  green. 
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Was  all  blacken'd  and  scorch'd,  and  look'd  dirty  and  mean 
All  the  crockci7  broken,  dish,  plate,  and  tareeu  I 
While  those  who  look'd  up  could  perceive  in  the  roof, 
One  Tery  large  hole  in  the  shape  of  a  hooff 

Of  poor  Lady  Hatton,  it's  needless  to  say, 

No  traces  have  ever  been  founi  to  this  day, 

Or  the  terrible  dancer  who  whisk'd  her  away ; 

Bat  ont  in  the  court-yard  —  and  just  in  that  part 

Where  the  pump  stands  —  lay  bleeding  a  labok  Human  HcaptI 

And  sundry  large  stains 

Of  blood  and  of  brains, 
Which  had  not  been  washed  off  notwithstanding  the  rains, 
Appear'd  on  the  wood,  and  the  handle  and  chains, 
As  if  somebody's  head  with  a  very  hard  thump. 
Had  been  recently  knock'd  on  the  top  of  the  pump. 
That  pump  is  no  more !  — that  of  which  you  've  just  read, — 
But  they  've  put  a  new  iron  one  up  in  its  stead. 

And  still,  it  is  said, 

At  that  *•  small  hour"  so  dread, 
When  all  sober  people  are  cozy  in  bed, 
There  may  sometimes  be  seen  on  a  moonshiny  night. 
Standing  close  by  the  new  pump,  a  Lady  in  White, 
Who  keeps  pumping  away  with,  'twould  seem,  all  her  raighi, 
Though  never  a  drop  comes  her  pains  to  requite ! 
And  hence  many  passengers  now  are  debarr'd 
From  proceeding  at  nightfall  through  Bleeding-Heart  Vard  I 

Moral. 

Fair  Ladies  attend  \ 

And  if  you  've  a  "  friend 
At  Court,"  don't  attempt  to  bamboozle  or  trick  her! 
—  Don't  me<ldle  with  negus,  or  any  mix'd   iquor!  — 
Don't  dabble  in  '*  Magic ! "  my  story  has  shown. 
How  wrong  'tis  to  use  any  charms  but  your  own  f 
80* 
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Young  Geiitlemen,  too,  may,  I  think,  take  a  hint. 

Of  the  same  kind,  from  what  I've  liere  veiitiuci}  t.-  pi-iut, 

All  ("onjunng '8  bad !  they  may  get  in  a  scrape, 

Before  they  're  aware,  and  whatever  its  shape, 

Thoy  may  find  it  no  easy  affair  to  escape. 

It 's  not  everybody  that  comes  off  so  well 

From  Uger-de-main  tricks  as  Mr.  Brunei. 

Don't  dance  with  a  Stranger  who  looks  like  a  (iiiy. 
And  when  dancing  don't  cut  your  capers  too  high  I 

Depend  on 't  the  fault 's  in 

Your  method  of  waltzing. 
If  ever  you  kick  out  the  candles  —  don't  try ! 

At  a  ball  or  a  play, 

Or  any  toirity 
When  a  petit  souper  constitutes  the  '*j4prh" 
If  strawb'rios  and  cream  with  Champaonk  form  a  j-nrt. 
Take  care  of  your  Head  —  and  take  care  of  your  IlrABT 

If  you  want  a  new  house 

For  yourself  and  your  spouse, 
Buy,  or  build  one, —  and  honestly  pay,  every  brick,  for  it 
Don't  be  so  green  as  to  go  to  old  Nick  for  it  — 
—  Go  to  George  Robins  —  he'll  find  you  *'a  perch," 
[JJulce  Domum's  his  word,)  without  robbing  the  Church  I 

The  la8t  piece  of  advice  which  I  'd  have  you  regard 

Is,  **  don't  go  of  a  night  into  Bleeding-Heart  Yard," 

It 's  a  dark,  little,  dirty,  black,  ill-looking  square. 

With  queer  people  about,  and  unless  you  take  care. 

You  may  find  when  your  pocket 's  clean'd  out  and  lefi  l»  ire. 

That  the  iron  one  is  not  the  oniv  "  Pump"  there  I 
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All  xrhy  those  piteous  sounds  of  woe, 
L)no  wanderer  of  the  dreai'j'  night  f 

Thy  gushing  tears  in  torrents  flow, 
Thy  bosom  pants  in  wild  affriglit ' 

And  thou,  within  whose  iron  brcMst 
Those  frowns  austere  too  tinily  tell. 

Mild  pity,  heaven-descended  guest, 
Hath  never,  never  deign'd  to  dvcll. 

'  Tlint  rude,  uncivil  touch  forego," 

Stern  despot  of  a  fleeting  hour ! 
Nor  **  make  the  angels  weep  "  to  know 

The  fond  "  fantiistic  tricks  "  of  powc:  1 

UnowVt  thou  not  "  mercy  ia  not  ptraiu*d. 

But  droppeth  as  the  gentle  dew," 
And  while  it  blesseth  him  who  guin'd, 

It  blesseth  him  who  gave  it,  too ! 

Say,  what  art  thou  ?  and  what  is  he. 

Pale  victim  of  despair  and  pain, 
Whose  streaming  eyes  and  bended  knee 

Sue  to  thee  thus  —  and  sue  in  vain? 

Cold,  callous  man  !  —  he  scorns  to  yielil, 

Or  aught  relax  his  felon  gripe, 
But  answei*s,  *'I'm  Inspector  Field  I 

And  this  here  warment  's  pngg'd  your  wipe.* 
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«  The  wig  '8  Uie  thing  I  the  wig  1  the  wig  I"— Old  Song. 

'*  Joe,"  said  old  Jarvis,  looking  out  of  his  window- 
it  was  his  ground-floor  back, — "Joe,  you  seem  to  be  very 
hot,  Joe, — and  you  have  got  no  wig!" 

"Yes,  sir,''  quoth  Joseph,  pausing  and  resting  upon 
his  spade,  "  it's  as  hot  a  day  as  ever  I  see;  but  the  celery 
must  be  got  in,  or  there'll  be  no  autumn  crop,  and — " 

"Well,  but  Joe,  the  sun's  so  hot,  and  it  shines  so  on 
your  bald  head,  it  makes  one  wink  to  look  at  it.  You'll 
have  a  coup^dc'So/eify  Joe." 

"A  what,  sir?" 

"No  matter;  it's  very  hot  working;  and  if  you'll  step 
in  doors,  I'll  give  you — " 

"  Thank  ye,  your  honour,  a  drop  of  beer  will  be  very 
acceptable." 

Joe's  countenance  brightened  amazingly. 

"Joe,  I'll  give  you  —  my  old  wig!" 

The  countenance  of  Joseph  fell,  his  grey  eye  had 
glistened,  as  a  blest  vision  of  double  X  flitted  athwnrt 
his  fancy;  its  glance  faded  again  into  the  old,  filmy, 
gooseberry-coloured  hue,  as  he  growled,  in  a  minor  key, 
"A  wig,  sir!" 

"  Yes,  Joe,  a  wig  !  The  man  who  does  not  sfudy  the 
eomfort  of  his  dependants  is  an  unfeeling  sr-uundrel. 
You  shall  have  my  old,  worn-out  wig." 
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"I  hope^  sir,  you'll  give  me  a  di*op  o'  b«^er  to  drink 
your  honour's  hoaltli  in, —  it  i«  very  hot,  and — " 

'•'Come  iu,  Joe,  and  Mrs.  AVitherspoon  shall  give  it 
you." 

*'  Heaven  ble&s  your  honour !"  said  honest  Joe,  striking 
his  spade  perpendicularly  into  the  earth,  and  walkirg 
wirh  more  than  usual  alacrity  towards  the  closecur, 
quickset  hedge  which  separated  Mr.  Jarvis'a  garden  from 
the  high  roud. 

From  the  quickset  hedge  afore^^nid  he  now  raised,  with 
all  due  delicacy,  a  well-worn  and  somewhat  dilapidated 
jacket,  of  a  stuff  by  drapers  most  p8eudonymfu>ly 
termed  **  everlasting. "  Alack  !  alack  !  what  is  there  to 
which  fcmpus  etf'tx  rcruni  will  accord  thnt  epithet?  — 
In  its  high  and  palmy  days  it  had  been  all  of  a  piece; 
but  as  its  master's  eye  now  fell  upon  it,  the  expression  of 
his  countenance  seemed  to  say  with  Octavian, 

'*  Tliof c  <layii  »re  gone,  Florantho  •" 

It  was  now,  from  frequent  patching,  a  coat  not  unlike 
thsit  of  the  patriarch,  one  of  many  colours. 

Joseph  Washford  inserted  his  wrists  into  ♦he  tor- 
r«>^ponding  orifices  of  the  tattered  garment,  and  with  a 
steadiness  of  circumgyration,  to  be  acquired  only  by  long 
and  stifiicient  practice,  swung  it  horizontally  over  his 
cars,  and  settled  himself  into  it. 

*' Confound  your  old  jacket!"  cried  a  voice  from  th«« 
other  side  the  hrdiro,  "keep  it  down,  you  rascal !  <ion't 
you  see  my  horse  is  frightened  at  it?" 

'*  Sensible  beast  I"  :»po8tiophised  Joseph,  "  I've  bcrii 
frightened  ai  i*  myself  every  day  for  the  last  two  ycarr  I" 
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The  i^ixlener  cast  a  ruefal  glaoce  at  its  sleerej  and 
pursued  his  way  ui  the  door  of  the  back  kit-chco. 

"Joe/*  said  Mrs.  AVithcrspooD,  a  fat,  comely  danhe, 
of  about  five-and-fortj,  "Joe,  your  master  is  but  too 
good  to  you ;  be  is  always  kind  and  considerate.  Joe, 
he  has  desired  me  to  give  you  his  old  wig/' 

"And  the  beer,  Ma'am  Witherepoon?"  said  Wash- 
tbrd,  taking  the  proffered  caxon,  and  looking  at  it  with 
DO  expression  somewhat  short  of  rapture; — "and  the 
beer,  ma'am  ?" 

"The  beer,  you  guzzling  wretch!  —  what  beer? 
Master  said  nothing  about  no  beer.  You  ungrateful 
fellow,  has  not  he  given  you  a  wig?'' 

"  Why,  yes.  Madam  Witherspoon ;  but  then,  you  see, 
his  honour  said  it  was  very  hot,  and  I'm  very  dry, 
and—" 

"Go  to  the  pump,  sot!"  said  Mrs.  Witherspoon,  as 
she  slammed  the  back-door  in  the  face  of  the  petitioner. 

Mrs.  Witherspoon  was  "of  the  Lady  Huntingdon  per- 
suasion," and  Honorary  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Apple- 
dore  branch  of  the  "  Ladies'  Grand  Junction  Water- 
working  Temperance  Society." 

Joe  remained  for  a  few  moments  lost  in  mental  ab< 
straction ;  he  looked  at  the  door,  he  looked  at  the  wig } 
iiis  first  thought  was  to  throw  it  into  the  pig-stye, —  his 
corruption  rose,  but  l.e  resisted  the  impulse ;  he  got  the 
better  of  Satan ;  the  half-formed  imprecation  died  before 
it  reached  his  lips.  He  looked  disdainfully  at  the  wig ; 
it  had  once  been  a  comely  jasey,  enough,  of  the  colour 
of  over-baked  ginger-bread,  one  of  the  description  com- 
monly known  during  the  latter  half  of  the  lust  century 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


JKRR7   JARVIS*S(   WIO.  359 

by  the  name  of  a  "  browQ  George."  The  species,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  is  now  extinct,  bat  a  few,  a  very  few  of  the 
same  description  might,  till  very  lately,  be  occasionally 
seen, —  rarinantes  in  ffurgiie  vasto, —  the  glorious  relics 
of  a  by-gone  day,  crowning  the  cerebellum  of  some  vene- 
rated and  veaerable  provost,  or  judge  of  assize ;  but  Mr. 
Jarvis's  wig  had  one  peculiarity ;  unlike  most  of  its  fel- 
lows, it  had  a  tail  I  — ''  cribbed  and  confined/'  indeed^ 
by  a  shabby  piece  of  faded  shalloon. 

Washford  looked  at  it  again ;  he  shook  his  bald  head ; 
the  wig  had  certainly  seen  its  best  days;  still  it  had 
about  it  somewhat  of  an  air  of  faded  gentility, —  it  was 
"like  ancient  Rome,  majestic  in  decay," — and  as  the 
Bmall  ale  was  not  to  be  forthcoming,  why — after  all,  au 
old  wig  was  better  than  nothing ! 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Jarvis,  of  Appledore,  in  the  Weald  ot 
Kent,  was  a  gentleman  by  act  of  parliament;  one  of 
that  class  of  gentlemen,  who,  disdaining  the  hourgeoU- 
sounding  name  of  "attorney-at-law,''  are,  by  a  legal  fic- 
tion, denominated  solicitors.  I  say  by  a  legal  fiction,  for 
surely  the  general  tenor  of  the  intimation  received  by 
such  as  enjoy  the  advantage  of  their  correspondence,  has 
little  in  common  with  the  idea  usually  attached  to  the 
term  "solicitation."  "If  you  don't  pay  my  bill  and 
costs,  I'll  send  you  to  jail,"  is  a  very  energetic  eiitreatif. 
There  are,  it  is  true,  etymologists  who  derive  their  style 
and  title  from  the  Latin  infinitive  ^'  solicitaire/'  to 
"  make  anxious," —  in  all  probability  they  are  ricrht. 

If  this  be  the  true  etymology  of  his  title,  as  it  was  the 
main  end  of  his  calling,  then  was  Jeremiah  Jarvis  a 
worthy  exemplar  of  the  genus  to  which  he  belonged 
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Few  persons  in  his  time  had  created  greater  solioit'cde 
among  his  Majest/s  lieges  within  the  "  We«ld,"  He 
was  rich,  <if  course.  The  best  liouse  in  the  country- 
town  is  always  the  lawyer's,  and  it  generally  boasts  a 
green  door,  stone  steps,  and  a  brass  knocker.  In  neither 
of  these  appendapres  to  opulence  was  Jeremiah  deficient  - 
but  then  he  was  so  very  rich;  his  reputed  wealth,  indeed 
passed  all  the  common  modes  of  accounting  for  its  in- 
crease. True,  he  was  so  universal  a  favourite  that  every 
man  whose  will  he  made  was  sure  to  leave  him  a  legacy; 
that  he  was  a  sort  of  general  assignee  to  all  the  bank- 
ruptcies within  twenty  miles  of  Appledore;  was  clerk  to 
half  the  "  trusts;"  and  treasurer  to  most  of  the  "rates," 
"funds,"  and  "subscriptions,"  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that  he  was  lund-agent  to  Jjord  Mountrhino,  and 
steward  to  the  rich  Miss  Tabby  tale  of  Smerrididdle  Hall ! 
that  he  had  been  guardian  (?)  to  three  young  profligates 
who  all  ran  through  their  property,  which,  somehow  or 
another,  came  at  lust  into  his  hands,  "at  an  equitable 
valuation."  Still  his  possessions  were  so  considerable, 
as  not  to  be  altogether  accounted  for,  in  vulgar  esteem,, 
even  by  these  and  other  honourable  modes  of  accumula- 
tion ;  nor  were  there  wanting  those  who  conscientiously 
entertained  a  belief  that  a  certain  dark-coloured  gentle- 
man, of  indifferent  chanicter,  known  principally  by  hia 
predilection  for  appearinjr  in  perpetual  mourning,  had 
been  through  life  his  great  friend  and  counsellor,  and  had 
mainly  assisted  in  the  acquirement  of  his  revenues. 
That  "old  Jerry  Jarvis  had  sold  himself  to  the  devil" 
was,  indeed,  a  dogma  \Khich  it  were  heresy  to  doubt  in 
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Appl^iiore;  —  on  this  bead,  at  least,  there  were  few 
Bchismatics  in  the  parish. 

When  the  worthy  "  Solicitor"  next  looked  out  of  his 
p:rnund-floor  back,  he  smiled  with  much  complacency  at 
beholding  Joe  Washford  again  hard  at  work  —  in  his 
wig  —  the  little  tail  aforesaid  oscillating  like  a  pendulum 
in  the  breeze.  If  it  be  asked  what  could  induce  n  gen- 
tleman, whose  leading  principle  seems  to  have  been  self- 
appropriation,  to  make  so  magnificent  a  present,  the  an- 
swer is,  that  Mr.  Jarvis  might,  perhaps,  have  thought 
an  occasional  act  of  benevolence  necessary  or  politic ;  he 
is  not  the  only  person,  who,  having  stolen  a  quantity  of 
leather,  has  given  away  a  pair  of  shoes,  pour  Vamour  de 
DieUj —  perhaps  he  had  other  motives. 

Joe,  meanwhile,  worked  away  at  the  cclery-bed;  but 
truth  obliges  us  to  say,  neither  with  the  same  degree  of 
vigour  or  perseverance  as  had  marked  the  earlier  efiorts 
of  the  morning.  His  pauses  were  more  frequent;  hu 
rested  longer  on  the  handle  of  his  spade;  while  ever  and 
anon  his  eve  would  wander  from  the  trench  beneath  him 
to  an  object  not  unworthy  the  contemplation  of  a  natural 
philosopher.     This  was  an  apple-tree. 

Fairer  fruit  never  tempted  Eve,  or  any  of  her  daugh- 
ters; the  bending  branches  groaned  beneath  their  luxu- 
riant freight,  and  dropping  to  earth,  seemed  to  ask  the 
protecting  aid  of  man,  either  to  support  or  to  relieve 
them.  The  fine,  rich  glow  of  their  sunstreaked  clusters 
derived  additional  loveliness  from  the  level  beams  of  the 
descending  day-star.  An  anchorite's  mouth  had  watered 
at  the  pippins. 

On  the  precise  graft  of  the  espalier  of  Eden,  <'  San« 
81 
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choniaihon,  Manetho,  and  Berosus"  are  undecided;  the 
best-informed  Talmudists,  however,  have,  if  we  are  to 
believe  Dr.  Pinner's  German  Version,  pronounced  it  a 
Ribstone  pippin,  and  a  Kibstone  pippin-tree  it  was  that 
now  attracted  the  optics,  and  discomposed  the  inner  man 
of  the  thirsty,  patient,  but  perspiring  gardener.  The 
heat  was  still  oppressive ;  no  beer  had  moistened  his  lip, 
though  its  very  name,  uttered  as  it  was  in  the  ungracious 
tones  of  a  Witherspoon,  had  left  behind  a  longing  as  in- 
tense as  fruitless.  His  thirst  seemed  supernatural,  when 
at  this  moment  his  left  ear  experienced  <<  a  slight  and 
tickling  sensation,''  such  as  we  are  assured  is  occasionally 
produced  by  an  infinitesimal  dose  in  homoDopathy ;  a  still, 
small  voice  —  it  was  as  though  a  daddy-long-legs  were 
whispering  in  his  tympanum  —  a  small  voice  seemed  to 
say,  "  Joe  !  —  take  an  apple,  Joe  ! !" 

Honest  Joseph  started  at  the  suggestion;  the  rich 
crimson  of  his  jolly  nose  deepened  to  a  purple  tint  in 
the  beams  of  the  setting  sun ;  his  very  forehead  was  in- 
carnadine. He  raised  his  band  to  scratch  his  ear, —  the 
little  tortuous  tail  bad  worked  its  way  into  it, — he  pulled 
it  out  by  the  bit  of  shalloon,  and  allayed  the  itching, 
then  cast  his  eye  wistfully  towards  the  mansion  where  hia 
master  was  sitting  by  the  open  window.  Joe  pursed  up 
his  parched  lips  into  an  arid  whistle,  and  with  a  desperate 
energy  struck  his  spade  once  more  into  the  celery-bed. 

Alack!  alack !  what  a  piece  of  work  is  man  !  —  how 
short  his  triumphs !  —  how  frail  his  resolutions  1 

From  this  fine  and  very  original  moral  reflection  we 
turn  reluctantly  to  record  the  sequel.  The  celery-bed, 
aliuued  to  as  the  main  scene  of  Mr.  Washford's  opera* 
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rations,  was  drawn  in  a  rectilinear  direction,  nearly  across 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  parallelogram  that  comprised 
the  "  Kitchen  garden."  Its  northern  extremity  abatted 
to  the  hedge  before  mentioned,  its  southern  one  —  woe  is 
me  that  it  should  have  been  so !  — was  in  fearful  vicinity 
to  the  Kibstone  pippin-tree.  One  branch,  low  bowed  to 
earth,  seemed  ready  to  discharge  its  precious  burden  into 
the  very  trench.  As  Joseph  stooped  to  insert  the  last 
plant  with  his  dibble,  an  apple  of  more  than  ordinary 
beauty  bobbed  against  his  knuckles.  —  ''He's  taking 
snuff,  Joe,"  whispered  the  same  small  voice;  —  the  tail 
had  twisted  itself  into  its  old  position.  ''  He  is  sneezing ! 
—  now,  Joe  1  —  now  !"  And,  ere  the  agitated  horticul- 
turist could  recover  from  his  suq^rise  and  alarm,  tbe  fruit 
was  severed,  and  —  in  his  band  I 

''  He  I  he  I  he ! "  shrilly  laughed,  or  seemed  to  laugh 
that  accursed  little  pigtail. — Washford  started  at  once  to 
the  perpendicular;  —  with  an  enfrenzied  grasp  he  tore 
the  jasey  from  his  head,  and,  with  that  in  one  hand,  and 
his  ill-acquired  spoil  in  the  other,  he  rushed  distractedly 
from  tbe  garden  1 

4c  4(  *  «  *  * 

All  that  night  was  the  humble  couch  of  the  once 
happy  gardener  haunted  with  the  most  fearful  visions. 
He  was  stealing  apples, —  he  was  robbing  hen-roosts, — 
he  was  altering  the  chalks  upon  the  milk-score, — he  had 
purloined  three  chemises  from  a  hedge,  and  he  awoke  in 
the  very  act  of  cutting  the  throat  of  one  of  Squire  Hodge's 
sheep  1  A  clammy  dew  stood  upon  his  temples, —  the 
cold  perspiration  burst  from  every  pore, —  he  sprang  in 
terror  from  the  bed 
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"Why,  Joe,  what  ails  thee,  mm?"  cried  the  iisuallv 
incurious  Mrsj.AVashford;  "  what  be  the  matter  with  thee? 
Thee  hast  done  nothing  but  grunt  and  growl  all  t'  nisrht 
li):ig,  and  now  thee  dust  6*.are  as  if  thee  saw  suniniut. 
What  bees  it,  Joe?" 

A  long-drawn  sigh  was  her  husband's  only  answer : 
his  eye  fell  upon  the  bed.  "  How  the  devil  came  t?iat 
here?"  quoth  Joseph,  with  a  sudden  recoil:  *'who  put 
that  thing  on  my  pillow  ?" 

"  Wh}',  I  did,  Joseph.  Th'  ould  nightcap  is  in  the 
wash,  and  thee  didst  toss  and  tumble  so,  and  kick  tie 
riothes  off,  I  thought  thee  mightcst  catch  cowld^  so  I 
clapt  t'  wig  atop  o'  theo  head." 

And  there  it  lay, —  the  little  sinister-looking  tail 
impudently  perked  up,  like  an  infernal  gnomon  on  a 
Satanic  dial-plate  —  Larceny  and  Ovicide  shone  in 
every  hair  of  it ! 

**  The  Uftwn  was  overcast,  the  morning  lower*!! 
And  lieaTily  ia  clouds  brought  on  the  day," 

when  Joseph  Wash  ford  once  more  repaired  to  the  scene 
of  hia  daily  labours ;  a  sort  of  unpleasant  consciousness 
flushed  his  countenance,  and  gave  him  an  uneasy  feeling 
as  he  opened  the  garden-gate  :  for  Joe,  generally  speak- 
ing, was  honest  as  the  skin  between  his  brows;  his 
hand  faltered  as  it  pressed  the  latch.  *^  Pooh,  pooh  ! 
'twas  but  an  apple,  after  all !"  said  Joseph.  He  pushed 
open  the  wicket,  and  found  himself  beneath  the  temptiiip; 
tree. 

But  vain  now  were  all  its  fascinations;  Hke  fairy  gold 
seen  by  the  morning  light,  its  charms  had  faded  into  very 
nothingness.     Worlds,  to  say  nothing  of  apples,  which, 
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in  shape,  resemble  them,  would  not  have  bought  him  to 
Htretch  forth  an  uuhallowed  hand  aguio.  He  went 
stehdilj  to  his  work. 

The  day  continuei  cloudy ;  huge  drops  of  rain  fell  at 
intervals,  stamping  his  bald  pate  with  spots  as  big  as 
halfpence ;  but  Joseph  worked  on.  As  the  day  advanced, 
showers  foil  thick  and  frequent;  the  fresh-turned  earth 
was  itself  fragrant  as  a  bouquet. — Joseph  worked  on  ;  and 
when  at  last  Jupiter  Pluvius  descended  in  all  his  majesty, 
soaking  the  ground  into  the  consistency  of  a  dingy  pud- 
ding, he  put  on  his  party-coloured  jacket,  and  strode  to- 
wards his  humble  home,  rejoicing  in  his  renewed  inte- 
grity. ^^  'Twas  but  an  apple,  after  all !  Had  it  been  an 
apple-pie,  indeed  !  " — 

<^  An  apple-pie  ! "  the  thought  was  a  dangerous  one  — 
too  dangerous  to  dwell  on.  But  Joseph's  better  Genius 
was  at  this  time  lord  of  the  ascendant;  —  he  dismissed 
it,  and  passed  on. 

On  arriving  at  his  cottage,  an  air  of  bustle  and  confu- 
sion prevailed  within,  much  at  variance  with  the  peaceful 
serenity  usually  observable  in  its  economy.  Mrs.  Wash- 
ford  was  in  high  dudgeon ;  her  heels  clattered  on  the 
red-tiled  fioor,  and  she  whisked  about  the  house  like  a 
parched  pea  upon  a  drum-hcod ;  her  voice,  generally 
small  and  low, — "an  excellent  thing  in  woman," — was 
pitched  at  least  an  octave  above  its  ordinary  level ;  she 
was  talking  fast  and  furious.  Something  had  evidently 
gone  wrong.  The  mystery  was  soon  explained.  The 
'^cussed  ould  ticoad  of  a  cat"  had  got  into  the  dairy, 
and  licked  off  the  cream  from  the  only  pan  their  single 

oow  had  filled  that  morning  I     And  there  she  now  lay, 
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purring  as  m  scorn.  Tib,  heretofore  the  meekest  of 
mousers,  the  honestest,  the  least  "  scaddle"  of  the  feline 
race, —  a  cat  that  one  would  have  sworn  might  have  been 
trusted  with  untold  fish, — ^yes, — there  was  no  denying  it, 
— proofs  were  too  strong  against  her, — ^yet  there  she  lay, 
hardened  in  her  iniquity,  coolly  licking  her  whiskers,  and 
reposing  quietly  upon — what? — Jerry  Jarvis's  old  wig !  I 

The  patience  of  a  Stoic  must  have  yielded  ;  —  it  bad 
been  too  much  for  the  temperament  of  the  Man  of  Ux. 
Joseph  Washford  lifted  his  hand  —  that  hand  which  had 
never  yet  been  raised  on  Tibby,  save  to  fondle  and  caress 
—  it  now  descended  on  her  devoted  bead  in  one  tremen- 
dous "dowse."  Never  was  cat  so  astonished, — so  en- 
raged —  all  the  tiger  portion  of  her  nature  rose  in  her 
soul.  Instead  of  galloping  off,  hissing  and  sputtering, 
with  arched  back,  and  tail  erected,  as  any  ordinary  Gri- 
malkin woilld  unquestionably  have  done  under  similar 
circumstances,  she  paused  a  moment, — drew  back  on  her 
haunches, — all  her  energies  seemed  concentrated  for  one 
prodigious  spring ;  a  demoniac  fire  gleamed  in  her  green 
and  yellow  eyeballs,  as,  bounding  upwards,  she  fixed  her 
talons  firmly  in  each  of  her  assailant's  cheeks  I  —  many 
and  many  a  day  after  were  sadly  visible  the  marks  of 
those  envenomed  claws — then,  dashing  over  his  shoulder 
with  an  unearthly  mew,  she  leaped  through  the  open 
casement,  and  —  was  seen  no  more. 

"  The  Devil 's  in  the  cat ! "  was  the  apostrophe  of  Mrs. 
Margaret  Wnshford.  Her  huoband  said  nothing,  but 
thrust  the  old  wig  into  his  pocket,  and  went  to  bathe  his 
l<;ratches  at  the  pump. 

Day  after  day,  night  after  night,  'twas  all  the  same  — 
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Joe  Wasbford's  life  became  a  barden  to  bim  ]  bis  oatoraV 
upright  and  honest  luind  struggled  bard  against  tbe  frailty 
of  human  nature.  He  was  ever  restless  and  uneasy; 
Ills  frank,  open,  manly  look,  that  blenched  not  from  tbe 
gaze  of  tbe  spectator,  was  no  more :  a  sly  and  sinister 
expression  had  usurped  the  place  of  it. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Jarvis  had  little  of  what  the  world  calls 
"Taste,"  still  less  of  Science.  Ackerman  would  have 
called  him  a  "  Snob,"  and  Buckland  a  '^  Nincompoop." 
Of  the  Horticultural  Society,  its/eteSy  its  fruits,  and  its 
fiddlings,  he  knew  nothing.  Little  recked  he  of  flowers 
— save  cauliflowers — in  these,  indeed,  he  was  a  connois' 
seur :  to  their  cultivation  and  cookery  the  respective 
talents  of  Joe  and  Madame  Witberspoon  had  long  been 
dedicated;  but  as  for  a  bouquet!  —  Hardbam's  37  was 
**  the  only  one  fit  for  a  gentleman's  nose."  And  yet, 
after  all,  Jerry  Jarvis  had  a  good-looking  tulip-bed.  A 
female  friend  of  his  bad  married  a  Dutch  merchant; 
Jerry  drew  the  settlements;  the  lady  paid  bim  by  a 
chccque  on  "  Child's,"  the  gentleman  by  a  present  of  a 
"  box  of  roots."  Jerry  put  the  latter  in  bis  garden  — 
he  had  rather  they  bad  been  schalots. 

Not  so  his  neighbour,  Jenkinson ;  be  was  a  man  of 
'Taste"  and  of  ** Science;"  be  was  an  F.R.C.E.B.S., 
which,  as  he  told  the  Vicar,  implied,  '' Fellow  of  the 
(loyal  Cathartico-Emetico-Botanical  Society,"  and  bis 
autograph  in  Sir  John  Frostyface's  album  stood  next  to 
that  of  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ru^sias.  Neighbour 
Jenkinson  fell  in  love  with  the  pips  and  petals  of  *' neigh- 
bour Jarvis's"  tulips.  There  were  one  or  two  among 
them  of  such  brilliant,  such  surpassing  beauty, — the 
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**cups"  so  well  formed, —  the  colours  so  defined.  To 
be  sure,  Mr.  Jenkinsoo  had  enough  in  his  own  garden ; 
but  then  "Enough,"  says  the  philosopher,  "alwayi^ 
fueans  a  little  more  than  a  man  has  got." — Alas  !  alas  ! 
Jerry  Jarvis  was  never  known  to  bestow^ —  his  neighbour 
dared  not  offer  to  ptirchaite  from  so  wealthy  a  man  \  and, 
worse  than  afl,  Joe,  the  gardener,  was  incorruptible — ay, 
but  the  Wig  ? 

Joseph  Washford  was  wot  king  away  again  in  the  blaze 
of  the  mid-day  sun  :  his  head  looked  like  a  copper  sauce- 
pan fresh  from  the  brazier's. 

"  Why,  where  *8  your  wig,  Joseph  ?"  said  the  voice  of 
his  master  from  the  well-known  window;  "what  have 
you  done  with  your  wig  ?  "  The  question  was  embar- 
rassing,— its  tail  had  tickled  his  car  till  it  had  made  it 
Boro ;  Joseph  had  put  the  wig  in  his  pocket. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Jarvis  was  indignant ;  he  liked  not  that 
his  benefits  should  be  ill  appreciated  by  the  recipient. — 
"  Hark  ye,  Joseph  Washford,"  said  he,  "  either  wear  my 
wig,  or  let  me  have  it  again  I" 

There  was  no  mistaking  the  meaning  of  his  tones; 
they  were  resonant  of  indignation  and  disgust,  of  mingled 
grief  and  anger,  the  amalgamation  of  sentiment  naturally 
produced  by 

"Friendship  aoretarn*d. 
And  unrequited  love." 

Wash  ford's  heart  smote  him  :  he  felt  all  that  was  im- 
plied in  his  master's  appeal.  "  It's  here,  your  Honour," 
Baid  he ;  "I  had  only  taken  it  off  because  we  have  had 
n  smartish  shower;    but  the  sky  is  brightening  now.' 
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The  wijr  was  replaced,  and  the  little  tortuous  pigtail  wrig 
gled  itself  into  its  accostonoed  pohition. 

At  this  moment  neighbour  Jeiikinson  peeped  over  the 
hedge. 

**  Joe  Washford  !"  said  neighbour  Jenkinson. 

"  Sir,  to  you,"  was  the  reply. 

"  How  beautiful  your  tulips  look  after  the  rain  !" 

"  Ah  !  sir,  master  sets  no  great  store  by  them  flowers;'' 
returned  the  gardener. 

'*  Indeed !  Then  perhaps  he  would  have  no  objection 
to  part  with  a  few?" 

"  Why,  no !  —  I  don't  think  master  would  like  to  giv€ 
them, —  or  anything  else, —  away,  sir;  " — and  Washford 
scratched  \m  ear. 

«:  Joe  !  I "—  said  Mr.  Jenkinson  —  "  Joe ! ! " 

The  Sublime,  observts  Longinus,  is  often  embodied  i» 
a  monosyllable — "Joe!!!*' — Mr.  Jenkinson  said  no 
more ;  but  a  half-crown  shone  from  between  his  upraised 
fingers,  and  its  "  poor,  poor  dumb  mouth  "  spoke  for  him. 

How  Joseph  Washford's  left  ear  did  itch!  —  He 
looked  to  the  ground-floor  back — Mr.  Jarvis  had  left  the 
window. 

Mr.  Jenkinson 's  ground-plot  boasted,  at  daybreak 
next  morning,  a  splendid  St-nipcr  Augnstus,  "  which  waa 
not  so  before,"  and  Jo.<eph  Washford  was  led  home, 
much  about  the  same  time,  in  a  most  extraordinary  state 
of  "civilation,"  from  "The  Three  Jolly  Potboys." 

From  that  hour  he  was  the  Fiend's ! ! 

«  «  *  * 

^^FacilU  ihscennus  Acenti  T^  says  Virgil.  "  It  is  only 
the  first  step  that  is  attended  with  any  difficulty,"  says- 
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somebody  else, —  when  speaking  of  the  decollated  mai^ 
tyr,  St.  Dennis's  walk  with  his  head  under  his  ftrm. 
"The  First  Step !"— Joseph  Washford  had  taken  that 
step  !  —  he  had  taken  two  —  three  —  four  st-eps ;  —  and 
DOW,  from  a  hesitating,  creeping,  cat-like  mode  df  pro- 
gression, he  had  got  into  a  firmer  tread  —  an  amble  —  a 
positive  Lrot! — He  took  the  family  linen  "to  the  wash:" 

—  one  of  Madame  Witherspoon's  best  Holland  chemises 
was  never  seen  after. 

Lost  ?  —  impossible  1  How  cotUd  it  be  lost  ? — where 
could  it  be  gone  to?  —  who  could  have  got  it?  It  was 
her  best  —  her  veri/  best ! — she  should  know  it  among  a 
hundred  —  among  a  thousand!  —  it  was  marked  with  a 
great  W  in  the  corner! — Lost? — impossible — She  would 
see!'' — Alas!  she  never  did  see — the  chemise ^- abiit^ 
enipity  evasit !  —  it  was 

"  Like  the  lost  Pleiad,  ieen  on  earth  no  moret** 

— but  Joseph  Washford's  Sunday  shirt  was  seen,  finer, 
and  fairer  than  ever,  the  pride  and  dulce  decus  of  the 
Meeting. 

The  Meeting?  —  ay,  the  Meeting.  Joe  Washford 
never  missed  the  Appledore  Independent  Meeting  House, 
whether  the  service  were  in  the  morning  or  afternoon, — 
whether  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slyandry  exhorted  or  made  way 
for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tcarbrain.  Let  who  would  officiate, 
there  was  Joe.    As  I  have  said  before,  he  never  missed  j 

—  but  other  people  missed — one  missed  an  umbrella, — 
one  a  pair  of  clogs.  Farmer  Johnson  missed  his  tobacco- 
Dox,  —  Farmer  Jackson  his  greatcoat;  —  Miss  Jackson 
missed  her  hymn-book,— -  a  diamond  edition,  bound  io 
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niaroon-colourcd  velvet,  with  gilt  corners  and  clasps. 
Everjthingj  in  short,  was  missed  —  but  Joe  Wasbford; 
there  he  sat,  grave,  sedate,  and  motionless  —  all  save  that 
restless,  troublesome,  fidgety  httle  Pigtail  attached  to 
his  wig,  which  nothing  could  keep  quiet,  or  prevent 
from  tickling  and  interfering  with  Miss  Thompson's  curls, 
as  she  sat,  back  to  back  with  Joe,  in  the  adjoining  pew 
After  the  third  Sunday,  Nancy  Thompson  eloped  with 
the  tall  recruiting  sergeant  of  th^  Oonnaught  Rangers. 

The  summer  passed  away, —  autumn  came  and  went, 
•  —  and  Christmas,  jolly  Christmas,  that  period  of  which 
we  are  accustomed  to  utter  the  mournful  truism,  it 
<' comes  but  once  a-year,''  was  at  hand.  It  was  a  fine 
bracing  morning;  the  sun  was  just  beginning  to  throw 
a  brighter  tint  upon  the  Quaker-coloured  ravine  of  Orle- 
stone-hill,  when  a  medical  gentleman,  returning  to  the 
quiet  little  village  of  Ham  Street,  that  lies  at  its  foot, 
from  a  farm-house  at  Kingsnorth,  rode  briskly  down  the 
declivity. 

After  several  hours  of  patient  attention,  Mr.  Money- 
penny  had  succeeded  in  introducing  to  the  notice  of 
seven  little  expectant  brothers  and  sisters  a  '*  remarkably 
fine  child,"  and  was  now  hurrying  home  in  the  sweet 
hope  of  a  comfortable  "snooze"  for  a  couple  of  hours 
before  the  announcement  of  tea  and  muffins  should  arouse 
him  to  fresh  exertion.  The  road  at  this  particular  spot 
had,  even  then,  been  cut  deep  below  the  surface  of  the 
soil,  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  abruptness  of  the 
descent,  and,  as  either  side  of  the  superincumbent  banks 
was  clothed  with  a  thick  mantle  of  t:in<r1  ><]  copsewood, 
the  passage,  even  by  duy,  was  sufficiently  obscure,  the 
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level  beams  of  the  risins;  or  setting  sun,  as  thej  happened 
to  enfilade  the  gorge,  alone  illuminating  its  reoesses.  A 
long  stream  of  rosy  light  was  just  beginning  to  make  its 
way  through  the  vista,  and  Mr.  Moneypenny's  nose  had 
scarcely  caught  and  reflected  its  kindred  ray,  when  the 
sturdiest  and  most  active  cob  that  ever  rejoiced  in  the 
appellation  of  a  ^*  Suffolk  Punch/'  brought  herself  up  in 
mid  career  upon  her  haunches,  and  that  with  a  sudden- 
ness which  had  almost  induced  her  rider  to  describe  that 
beautiful  mathematical  figure,  the  parabola,  between  her 
ears.  Peggy  —  her  name  was  Peggj'  —  stood  stock-still, 
snorting  like  a  stranded  grampus,  and  alike  insensible  to 
the  gentle  hints  afforded  her  by  hand  and  heel. 

"  Teh  ! — tch  '  —  get  along,  Peggy !"  half  exclaimed, 
half  whistled  the  equestrian.  If  ever  steed  said  in  its 
heart,  "  I  Ml  be  shot  if  I  do !"  it  was  Peggy  at  that  mo- 
ment. She  planted  her  forelegs  deep  in  the  sandy  soil, 
raised  her  stump  of  a  tail  to  nn  elevation  approaching 
the  horizontal,  protruded  her  nose  like  a  pointer  at  a 
covey,  and  with  expanded  nostril  continued  to  snuffle 
most  egregiously. 

Mr.  Geoffrey  Gambado,  the  illustrious  "Master  of  the 
Horse  to  the  Doge  of  Venice,''  tells  us,  in  his  far-famed 
treatise  on  the  Art  Equestrian,  that  the  most  embarras- 
sing position  in  which  a  rider  can  be  placed  is,  when  hf 
wishes  to  go  one  way,  and  his  horse  is  determined  to  go 
another.  There  is,  to  be  sure,  a  terfium  quid,  which, 
though  it  "splits  the  difference,"  scarcely  obviates  the 
inconvenience ;  this  is  when  the  parties  compromise  the 
matter  by  not  going  any  way  at  all — to  this  compromise 
Peggy,  and  her  (soi-iiisant)  master  were  now  reduced; 
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Oiey  had  fairly  joined  issue.  **  Budge !"  qaoth  the 
diictor — "Budge  not!*' quoth  the  fiend, —  for  DOth!.ig 
(short  of  a  fiend  could,  of  a  surety,  inspire  Peggy  at  such 
:\  time  with  such  uniTcnted  obstinacy.  —  MoDeypeuny 
whipped  and  spurred — Pepgy  plunged,  and  reared,  an<l 
kicked,  and  for  scTeral  minutes  to  a  superficial  observer 
the  termination  of  the  contest  might  have  appeared  un- 
ccrtiiin ;  but  your  profound  thinker  sees  at  a  glance  that, 
however  the  scales  may  appear  to  vibrate,  when  the  ques- 
tion between  the  sexes  is  one  of  perseverance,  it  is  quite 
n  h)st  case  for  th«  masculine  gender.  Poggy  heat  the 
doctor  "all  to  sticks,"  and  when  he  was  fairly  tired  of 
goading  and  thumping,  maintained  her  position  as  firmly 
as  ever. 

It  is  of  no  great  use,  and  not  particularly  agreeable, 
to  sit  still,  on  a  cold  fToaiy  morning  in  January,  upon 
the  outside  of  a  brute  that  will  neither  go  forwards  nor 
backwards — so  Mr.  Moneypcnny  got  off,  and  muttering 
curses  f/oth  "  loud  "  nn*f  **  deep  "  between  his  chattering 
teeth,  "  progressed,''  as  near  as  the  utmost  extremity  of 
the  extended  bridle  would  allow  him,  to  peep  among  the 
weeds  and  brushwood  that  flanked  the  road,  in  order  to 
discover,  if  possible,  what  it  was  that  so  exclusively  at 
tractcd  the  instinctive  attention  of  his  Bucephalus. 

His  curiosity  was  not  long  »t  fault  j  the  sunbeam 
glanced  partially  upon  ^<ome  object  ruddier  even  than 
itself — it  was  a  scarlet  waistcoat,  the  wearer  ?f  which, 
overcome  perchance  by  Christrans  compotation,  seemed 
to  have  selected  for  his  "  thrice  driven  bed  of  down,"  the 
thickest  clump  of  the  tallest  and  most  imposing  nettles, 
82 
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tluTcoD  to  doze  away  the  narootic  effects  of  superabandant 
juniper. 

This,  at  least,  was  Mr.  Monejpenny's  belief,  or  he 
would  scarcely  have  uttered,  at  the  highest  pitch  of  his 
ccntrahOf  "What  are  you  doinp:  there,  you  drunken 
rascal  ?  frighteuing  my  horse  I" — We  have  already  hinted, 
if  not  absolutely  asserted,  that  Peggy  was  a  mare ;  but 
this  was  no  time  for  verbal  criticism. — "  Get  up,  I  say, — 
get  up,  and  go  home,  you  scoundrel !" — But  the  "scoun- 
drel "  and  "  drunken  rascal "  answered  not ;  he  moved 
not,  nor  could  the  prolonged  shouting  of  the  appellant, 
aided  by  significant  explosions  from  a  double-thonged 
whip,  succeed  in  eliciting  a  reply.  No  motion  indicated 
tiiat  the  recumbent  figure,  whose  outline  alone  was  visi- 
ble, was  a  living  and  a  breathing  man  I 

The  clear,  shrill  tones  of  a  ploughboy's  whistle  sounded 
nt  this  moment  from  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  where  the 
broad  and  green  expanse  of  Romney  Marsh  stretches 
away  from  its  foot  for  many  a  mile,  and  now  gleamed 
through  the  mists  of  morning,  dotted  and  enamelled  with 
its  thousand  flocks.  In  a  few  minutes  his  tiny  figure 
was  seen  "  slouching"  up  the  ascent,  casting  a  most  dis- 
proportionate and  ogre-like  shadow  before  him. 

"Come  here.  Jack,"  quoth  the  doctor, — "come  here, 
boy,  lay  hold  of  this  bridle,  and  mind  that  my  horse 
does  not  run  away." 

Peggy  threw  up  her  head,  and  snorted  disdain  of  the 
insinuation, — she  had  not  the  slightest  intention  of  doing 
any  such  thing. 

Mr.  Moneypenny  meanwhile,  disencumbered  of  his 
restive  nag,  proceeded  by  manual  application  to  aruus« 
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the  sleeper.  Alas !  the  Seven  of  Ephcsus  might  Booner 
have  been  awakened  from  their  ceoturj  of  somnolency. 
His  was  that  '*  dreamless  sleep  that  knows  no  waking;" 
his  cares  in  this  world  were  over.  Vainly  did  Money- 
penny  practise  his  own  constant  precept,  '<  To  be  well 
shaken !" —  there  lay  before  him  the  lifeless  body  of  a 
Murdered  Man  ! 

The  corpse  lay  stretched  upon  its  back,  partially  con- 
cealed, as  we  have  before  said,  by  the  nettles  which  had 
sprung  up  among  the  stumps  of  the  half-grubbed  under- 
wood ;  the  throat  was  fearfully  lacerated,  and  the  dark, 
deep,  arterial  dye  of  the  coagulated  blood  showed  that 
the  carotid  had  been  severed.  There  was  little  to  denote 
the  existence  of  any  struggle ;  but  as  the  day  brightened, 
the  sandy  soil  of  the  road  exhibited  an  impression  as  of  a 
body  that  had  fallen  on  its  plastic  surface,  and  had  been 
dragged  to  its  present  position,  while  fresh  horse-shoe 
prints  seemed  to  intimate  that  either  the  assassin  or  his 
victim  had  been  mounted.  The  pockets  of  tlie  deceased 
were  turned  out,  and  empty;  a  hat  and  heavy-loaded 
whip  lay  at  no  great  distance  from  the  body. 

"But  what  have  we  here?"  quoth  Dr.  Moncypenny  * 
'*  what  is  it  that  the  poor  fellow  holds  so  tightly  in  hiff 
hand?" 

That  hand  had  manifestly  clutched  some  article  with 
all  the  spasmodic  energy  of  a  dying  grasp  —  It  was  an 
OLD  WIG  ! ! " 


Those  who  aie   fortunate   enough   to  have    seen   a 
i  ioque  Port  court-house  may  possibly  divine  what  that 
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useful  and  most  necessary  edifice  was  some  eighty  years 
ago.  Mauy  of  tUcm  seem  to  have  undergone  li'tle  alter- 
atiou,  and  are,  in  general,  of  a  composite  order  of  arcbi- 
lecture,  a  fanciful  arrangement  of  brick  and  timber,  with 
whnt  Johiiso.i  would  have  styled  '^  interstices,  reticulated^ 
and  decussated  between  intersecrions^'  of  lath  and 
plaster.  Its  less  euphonious  designation  in  the  "Weald" 
is  a  ^'  noggin.''  One  half  the  basement  story  u  usually 
of  the  more  solid  material,  the  other,  open  to  the  street, 
—  from  which  it  is  .separated  only  by  a  row  of  dingy 
columns,  supp  >rfing  a  portion  of  the  superstructure, —  is 
paved  with  tiles,  and  sometimes  does  duty  as  a  market- 
place, while,  in  its  centre,  flanking  the  board  staircase 
that  leads  to  the  sessions- house  above,  stsinds  an  ominous- 
looking  machine,  of  heavy  perforated  wood,  clasped  within 
whose  stern  embrace  **  the  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet 
sleep''  oif  occasionally  the  drow:»ine8s  produced  by  con- 
vivial exce.^s,  in  a  most  undignitied  position,  an  innonve- 
nience  much  increased  at  times  by  some  mischievous 
urchin,  who,  after  abstracting  the  shoes  of  the  helpless 
detenUj  amuses  himself  by  tickling  the  soles  of  his  feet. 

It  was  in  such  a  place,  or  rather  in  the  Court-room 
above,  that  in  the  year  1761,  a  hale,  robust  man,  some- 
what past  the  middle  age,  with  a  very  bald  pate,  save 
where  a  continued  tuft  of  coarse,  wiry  hair,  stretching 
from  above  each  ear,  swelled  out  into  a  greyish-looking 
bush  upon  the  occiput,  held  up  his  hand  before  a  grave 
and  enlightened  assemblage  of  Dymchurch  jurymen. 
He  stood  arraigned  for  that  offence  most  heinous  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  man,  the  deliberate  and  cold-blooded 
butchery  of  an  unoffending,  unprepared  feliow-creaturai 
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"Jumiicidium  quod  nuUo  oidentc,  nulla  autcultantCj  clam 
perpetratur. 

The  victim  was  one  tlumpbcy  Bourne,  a  reputably? 
grazier  of  Ivy<,burch,  worthy  aod  well  to  do,  though, 
perchance,  a  thought  too  apt  to  indulge  on  a  market- 
day,  when  "a  score  of  ewes"  had  brought  in  a  reason- 
able profit.  Some  such  cause  had  detained  him  longer 
than  usnal  at  an  Ash  ford  cattle-show ;  he  had  left  the 
town  late,  and  alone;  curly  in  the  following  morning 
his  horse  was  found  standing  at  its  own  stable -door,  the 
saddle  turned  round  beneath  its  belly,  and  muuh  about 
the  time  that  the  corpse  of  irs  unfortunate  master  was 
discovered  some  four  miles  off,  by  our  friend  the  phar- 
macopolist. 

That  poor  Bourne  had  been  robbed  and  murdered,  there 
could  be  no  question. 

Who,  then,  was  the  perpetrator  of  the  atrocious  deed? 
—  The  unwilling  hand  almost  refuses  to  trace  the  name 
of — Joseph  Wash  ford. 

Yet  M)  it  was.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Jarvis  was  himself  tht 
coroner  for  that  division  of  the  county  of  Kent  known 
by  the  name  of  "  The  Lath  of  Scraye."  He  had  not 
sat  two  minutes  on  the  body  before  he  recognised  \\\t 
quondam  property,  and  started  at  beholding  in  the  gra^^p 
of  the  victim,  as  torn  in  the  death-struggle  from  the 
murderer's  head,  his  own  old  wig,  —  his  own  perk) 
little  pigtail,  tied  up  with  a  piece  of  shabby  shalloon, 
now  wriggling  and  quivering,  as  in  salutation  of  its  an 
cient  master.  The  silver  buckles  of  the  murdered  man 
were  found  in  Joe  Wash  ford's  shoes, — broad  pieces  wer« 
found  in  Joe  Washford's  pockets, — Joo  Wash  ford  had 
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himself  been  found,  when  the  hue-and-cry  was  up,  hid 
in  a  corn-rig  at  no  great  distance  from  the  scene  of  slaugh- 
ter, his  pruning-knife  red*with  the  evidence  of  his  crime 
— "  the  gray  hairs  yet  stuck  to  the  heft !" 

For  their  humane  administration  of  the  laws,  the 
lieges  of  this  portion  of  the  realm  have  long  been  cele- 
brated. Here  it  was  that  merciful  verdict  was  recorded 
in  the  case  of  the  old  lady  accused  of  larceny,  "  We  find 
her  Not  Guilty,  and  hope  she  will  never  do  so  any  more !" 
Here  it  was  that  the  more  experienced  culprit,  when 
called  upon  to  plead  with  the  customary,  though  some- 
what superfluous,  inquiry,  as  to  '^  how  he  would  be  tried  ?" 
substituted  for  the  usual  reply  '*  By  God  and  my  coun- 
try," that  of  "  By  your  worship  and  a  Dymchurch  Jury." 
Here  it  was  —  but  enough!  —  not  even  a  Dymchurch 
jury  could  resist  such  evidence,  even  though  the  gallows 
(i.  e.  the  expense  of  erecting  one)  stared  them,  as  well 
as  the  criminal,  in  the  face.  The  very  pig-tail  alone !  — 
ever  at  his  ear!  —  a  clearer  case  of  suatfctife  Diabofo 
never  was  made  out.  Had  there  been  a  doubt,  its  very 
conduct  in  the  Court-house  would  have  settled  the  ques- 
tion. The  Rev.  Joel  Ingnldsby,  umquhile  chaplain  to 
the  Romney  Bench,  has  left  upon  record  tlfat  when  ex- 
hibited in  evidence,  together  with  the  blood-stained  knife, 
its  twistings,  its  caperings,  its  gleeful  evolutions,  quite 
**  flabbergasted  "  the  jury,  and  throw  all  beholders  into  a 
consternation.  It  was  remarked,  too,  by  many  in  the 
Court,  that  the  Forensic  Wig  of  the  Recorder  himself  was, 
on  that  trying  occasion,  palpably  agitated,  and  that  its 
three  depending,  learned-looking  tails  lost  curl  at  c  nee, 
%ud  slunk  beneath  the  obscurity  of  the  powdered  collar 
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just  as  the  boldest  dog  recoils  from  a  rabid  animal  of  its 
own  species,  liowever  small  and  insignificant. 

Why  prolong  the  painful  scene? — Joe  Washford  was 
tried — Joe  Washford  was  convicted — Joe  Washford  was 
banged  I . 

The  fearful  black  gibbet,  on  which  his  body  clanked 
in  its  chains  to  the  midnight  winds,  frowns  no  more  upon 
Orlestonc  Hill;  it  has  sunk  beneath  the  encroaching 
hand  of  civilization;  but  there  it  might  be  seed  late  in 
the  last  century,  an  awful  warning  to  all  bald-patcd  gen- 
tlemen how  they  wear,  or  accept,  the  old  wig  of  a  Special 
Attorney, 

Timeo  JkmaSk  et  dona  ftrenU*! 

Such  gifts,  as  we  have  seen,  may  lead  to  a  ^'  Morbid  Delu- 
sion, the  climax  of  which  is  Murder !" 

The  fate  of  the  Wig  itself  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  no- 
body seems  to  have  recollected,  with  any  degree  of  pre- 
cision, what  became  of  it.  Mr.  Ingoldsby  **had  heard" 
that,  when  thrown  into  the  fire  by  the  Court-keeper,  after 
whizzing,  and  fizzling,  and  performing  all  sorts  of  super- 
natural antics  and  contortions,  it  at  length  whirled  up  the 
chimney  with  a  bang  that  was  taken  fur  the  explosion  of 
one  of  tlie  Feversham  powder-mills,  twenty  miles  off; 
while  others  insinuate  that  in  the  '^ Great  Storm"  which 
tx>k  place  on  the  night  when  Mr.  Jeremiah  Jarvis  went 
to  his  **  long  home," — wherever  that  may  happen  to  be, 
— and  the  whole  of  "The  Marsh"  appeared  as  one  broad 
sheet  of  flame,  something  that  looked  very  like  a  Fiery 
Wig  —  perhaps  a  miniature  Comet  —  it  had  unquestion- 
ably a  tail — was  seen  careering  in  the  blaze, — and  seem 
ing  to  "  ride  on  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the  storm  '* 
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py    MISS   JEMIMA    INGOI.DSBY.    AGilD   Fii  IKi.^ 
{Comniuniatted  by  her  Ontutin  Tom.) 

Oh  !  liow  I  should  like  in  a  Coach  to  ride, 

Like  tl'.'j  Shei-iffj*  1  saw  upon  I/onl  Mayor's  dny. 

With  a  Coachman  and  little  Postilion  aiftride 
On  the  back  of  the  leader,  a-prancir^j  bay  I 

Ani  t!  en  behind  it,  oh!  1  should  glory 
To  see  the  tall  serving-men  standing  upright. 

Like  the  two  who  attend  Mister  Montetiore, 

(Sir  Moses  1  shouM  sayj  for  now  he'?  a  Knight. 

And  then  the  liveries,  I  know  it  h  rudo  to 

Find  fault  —  but  I  '11  him  a»  he  can't  see  mc  bluslty 

That  IM  not  have  the  things  1  can  only  allude  to 
Either  orange  in  hue  or  constructed  of  plush ; 

But  their  coats  and  their  w^aistc-ats  and  hats  arc  doMghttuV 
Their  charming  silk  stockings — I  vow^  and  dcchirc 

Our  John's  ginger  gaiters  so  wrinkled  and  frightful, 
I  never  again  shall  be  able  to  bear. 

Oh  I  how  I  should  like  to  have  diamonds  and  rubies. 

And  large  plume  of  feathers  and  flowci*s  in  my  hair! 
My  gracious!   to  think  how  our  T<mi  and  those  boobies. 

Jack  Smith  and  his  fri'^nd  Mister  Thompson,  would  flare. 

Then  how  I  should  like  t^)  drive  to  Cmildhall, 

And  to  see  tlie  nobility  tl<>cki?ig  in  shoals, 
With  their  tw«»-gninea  ticket.s  to  dnnce  at  the  nail 

Which  the  Lord  Mayor  gives  for  the  relief  of  the  Folef" 
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And  ti/  look  at  the  gas  so  uncoinmoiily  pretty, 
And  the  stars  and  the  armour  all  ju8t  as  they  were. 

The  day  that  the  Queen  came  in  iftate  to  the  city 
To  dine  with  the  whole  Corpoi-atiou  and  iMnyor. 

Oh !  how  I  should  like  to  see  Jane  and  Letit:a, 
Miss  Jones  and  the  two  Misses  Prump  sitting  still, 

While  dear  Ensign  Brown,  of  the  West  Kent  Militia, 
Solicits  my  hand  for  the  *'  Supper  "  Quadrille. 

With  his  fine  white  teeth  and  his  cheek  like  a  rose. 

And  his  black  cravat  and  his  diamond  pin, 
And  the  nice  little  mustache  under  his  nose, 

And  the  dear  liule  tuft  on  the  tip  of  his  chin. 

And  how  I  should  like  some  fine  morning  to  ride 
In  my  coach,  and  my  white  siitin  shoes  and  gown. 

To  St.  James's  Church,  with  a  iJeau  by  my  side. 
And  I  8houldu*t  much  care  if  his  uame  wa.<i  iSroTll' 
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The  foregoing  pages  complete  the  Sciies  of  Poems, 
fee.,  published  under  the  name  of  Thomas  Ingoldsby; 
of  these,  "TVtd  Legend  of  Lnnguedoc,"  *^The  Bucca- 
neer's Curse;'  ''The  House-icarmuig/*  ''The  Lay  of  St, 
Romwolil,"  and  *'The  Brothers  of  Birchingtvn,"  ap- 
pearcd  in  the  New  Monthly  Magazine,  the  remainder  in 
Bentley*8  Miscellany. 

The  following  articles,  which  are  added  for  reasons 
stated  elsewhere,  though  prior  in  point  of  date,  are  by 
the  same  author,  and  with  few  exceptions,  of  a  similar 
character  with  his  better  known  effusions.  The  first 
three  are  versions  of  dramas  produced  :  ''Ifermann/'  at 
the  English  Opera  House ;  "  Wiiliam  Rufas^*  we  believe, 
at  Drury  Lane;  and  '^Marle  Mignot;*  at  the  Ilayraarkct 
Theatre.  The  concluding  lines  are  those  alluded  to  in 
the  Memoir,  as  having  been  the  last  that  fell  from  Mr. 
Barham's  pen,  and  which  were  written  during  one  of 
those  weary  nights  >:f  watchfulness  occasioned  by  hia 
disease. 
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nKRMANN;  OR,  THE  BROKEN  SPEAR 

Am  Emperor  famous  in  council  and  camp, 
Has  a  son  who  turns  out  a  remarkable  scamp; 

Takes  to  dicing  and  drinking, 

And  d — mning  and  sinking, 
And  carries  oflf  maids,  wives,  and  widows,  like  winking  t 
Since  the  days  of  Arminius,  liis  namesake,  than  Hcrmaim 
There  ncTer  was  seen  a  more  profligate  Qerman. 

He  escapes  from  the  City ; 

And  joins  some  banditti, 
Insensible  quite  to  remorse,  fear,  and  pity ; 
Joins  in  all  their  carousals,  and  revels,  and  robberies. 
And  in  kicking  up  all  sorts  of  shindies  and  bobberitis. 

Well,  hearing  one  day, 

His  associates  say 
That  a  bridal  procession  was  coming  their  way, 

Inflamed  with  desire,  he 

Breaks  into  a  priory. 
And  kicking  out  every  man  Jack  of  a  friar,  he 
Upsets  in  a  twinkling  the  mass-books  and  hassocks, 
And  dresses  his  rogues  in  the  clergyman's  cassocks. 

The  new-married  folks 

Taken  in  by  this  hoax, 
Mister  Hermann  grows  frisky  and  full  of  his  jokes: 
To  the  seriouE  chagrin  of  her  late  happy  suitor. 
Catching  hold  of  the  Bride,  he  attempts  to  salute  her. 

a83 
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Now  Heayen  knows  what 

Had  become  of  the  lot. 
It's  Turtle  to  Tripe  they'd  have  all  gone  to  pot — 

If  a  dumb  Lady,  one 

Of  her  friends,  had  not  run 
To  her  aid,  and,  quite  scandalised,  stopp'd  ail  his  fun  I 

Just  conceive  what  a  caper 

He  cut,  when  her  taper 
Long  fingers  scrawl'd  this  upon  whit«y-brown  paper, 
(At  the  instant  he  seized,  and  before  he  had  klHs'd  her)  — 
"Ha*  done,  Mister  Hermann!  for  shame!  it's  your  sister!** 
His  hair  stands  on  end, — he  desists  from  his  tricks, 
And  remains  in  *•  a  pretty  particular  fix." 

As  he  knows  Sir  John  Nicholl 

Still  keeps  rods  in  pickle. 
Offences  of  this  kind  severely  to  tickle. 
At  so  near  an  escape  from  his  court  and  its  sentence. 
His  eyes  fill  with  tears,  and  his  breast  with  repentancoi 

So,  picking  and  stealing, 

And  unrighteous  dealing, 
0"  all  sorts,  he  cuts,  from  this  laudable  feeling: 

Of  wickedness  weary, 

With  many  a  tear,  he 
Now  takes  a  French  leave  of  the  vile  Condottini: 
And  the  next  thing  we  hear  of  this  penitent  villain. 
He  is  begging  in  rags  in  the  suburbs  of  Milan. 

Half-starved,  meagre,  and  pale, 

His  energies  fail, 
When  his  sister  comes  in  with  a  pot  of  mild  ale : 

But,  though  tattcr'd  his  jerkins, 

His  heart  is  whole, — workings 
Of  conscience  debar  him  from  **  Barclay  and  Perkins." 

"I'll  drink,"  exclaims  he, 

**  Nothing  stronger  than  tea. 
And  that  but  the  worst  and  the  wcnketit  Bohea, 
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Till  I've  done — from  my  past  scenes  of  folly  a  far  actor -~ 
Some  feat  shall  redeem  both  my  wardrobe  and  character." 
At  signs  of  remorse  so  deciiled  and  visible, 
Nought  can  equal  the  joy  of  his  fair  sister  Isabel, 

And  the  Dumb  Lady  too. 

Who  runs  off  to  a  Jew, 
And  buys  him  a  coat  of  mail  spick  and  span  new. 
In  the  hope  that  his  prowess  And  deeds  as  a  Knight 
Will  keep  his  late  larcenies  quite  out  of  sight. 
By  the  greatest  good  luck,  his  old  friends  the  banditti 
Choose  this  moment  to  make  an  attack  on  the  city  I 

Now  you  all  know  the  way 

Heroes  hack,  hew,  and  slay, 
When  once  they  get  fairly  mixM  up  in  a  fray: 

Hermann  joins  in  the  mSlSe, 

Pounds  this  to  a  jelly, 
Runs  that  through  the  back,  and  a  third  through  the  belly, 
Till  many  a  broken  bone,  bruised  rib,  and  flat  head, 
Make  his  ei-deoant  friends  curse  the  hour  that  he  ratted. 

Amid  so  many  blows, 

Of  course,  you'll  suppose 
Ho  must  get  a  black  eye,  or,  at  least,  bloody  nose ; 
'<Take  that! "  cried  a  bandit,  and  struck,  while  he  spoke  it. 
His  spear  in  his  breast,  and,  in  pulling  it  out,  broke  it 

Hermann  fainted  away. 

When,  as  breathless  he  lay, 
A  rascal  claim'd  all  the  renown  of  the  day ; 
A  recreant,  cowardly,  white-liverM  knight. 
Who  had  skulk'd  in  a  furze-bush  the  whole  of  the  fight 

But  the  Dumb  Lady  soon 

Put  some  gin  in  a  spoon. 
And  half  strangles  poor  Hermann,  who  wakes  from  his  swoon. 
And  exhibits  his  wound,  when  the  head  of  the  spear 
Fits  its  handle,  and  makes  his  identity  clear. 
The  murder  thus  out,  Hermann 's  ffted  and  thankM, 
While  his  r*scally  rival  gets  tossM  in  a  blanket ; 
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And  to  finish  the  pkj — 

As  reform'd  rnkes^  they  say. 
Make  the  best  of  all  husbands  —  the  very  same  day 
fTcrmann  sends  for  a  priest,  as  he  must  wed  with  some — lfu!y, 
Unys  A  ring  and  a  licence,  and  marries  the  Dumb  Lady. 

M  0  B  A  L . 

Take  warning,  young  people  of  every  degree. 

From  Hermann's  example,  and  don't  live  too  free  I 

If  you  get  in  bad  company,  fly  from  it  soon ! 

If  you  chance  to  get  thrashM,  take  some  gin  in  a  spoon; 

And  remember,  since  wedlock 's  not  all  sugar-candy. 

If  you  wish  to  'scape  '*  wigging,"  a  dumb  wife's  the  dandj! 


HINTS  FOR  AN  HISTORICAL   PLAT; 

TO   BB   CALLED 

WILLIAM  RUFUS;  OR,  THE  RED  ROVBR- 

ACT    1. 

Walter  Ttbrel,  the  son  of  a  Norman  Papa, 

Has,  somehow  or  other,  a  Saxon  Mamma: 

Th  ough  humble,  yet  far  above  mere  vulgar  loons. 

He 's  a  sort  of  a  sub  in  the  Rufiis  dragoons ; 

Has  traveU'd,  but  comes  home  abruptly,  the  rather 

That  some  unknown  rascal  has  murder'd  his  father; 

And  scarce  has  he  pick'd  out,  and  stuck  in  his  quiTer, 

The  arrow  that  pieroed  the  old  gentleman's  liver. 

When  he  finds,  as  misfortunes  come  rarely  alone, 

That  his  sweetheart  has  bolted, — with  whom  is  not  knows 

But,  us  murder  will  out,  ho  at  last  finds  the  lady 

A.t  court  with  her  character  grown  rather  shady; 
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This  giTOS  him  the  <*  blues,"  and  impairs  the  delight 
He  'd  have  otherwise  felt  when  they  dub  him  a  Knight, 
For  giving  a  runaway  stallion  a  check, 
And  preventing  his  breaking  King  Rufus's  neck. 

Act  2. 

Sir  Walter  has  drcss'd  himself  up  like  a  Qhost, 
And  frightens  a  soldier  away  from  his  post ; 
Then,  discarding  his  helmet,  he  pulls  his  clonk  higher, 
Draws  it  over  his  ears  and  pretends  he  *s  a  Friar. 
This  gains  him  access  to  his  sweetheart,  Miss  Faucit; 
Bat,  the  King  coming  in,  he  hides  np  in  her  closet ; 
Where  oddly  enough,  among  some  of  her  things. 
He  discovers  some  arrows  he 's  sure  are  the  King's, 
Of  the  very  same  pattern  with  that  which  he  found 
Sticking  into  his  father  when  dead  on  the  ground ! 
Forgetting  his  funk,  be  bursts  open  the  door, 
Bounces  into  the  Drawing-room,  stamps  on  the  floor. 
With  an  oath  on  his  tongue,  and  revenge  in  his  eye. 
And  blows  up  King  William  the  Second,  sky-high ; 
Swears,  storms,  shakes  his  fist,  and  exhibits  such  airs. 
That  his  Majesty  bids  his  men  kick  him  down  stairs 

Act  3. 

King  Rnfus  is  cross  when  he  comes  to  reflect. 

That  as  King,  he's  been  treated  with  gross  disrespect; 

So  he  pons  a  short  note  to  a  holy  physician, 

And  gives  him  a  rather  unholy  commission, 

Viz.,  to  mix  up  some  arsenic  and  ale  in  a  cnp, 

Which  the  chances  are  Tyrrel  may  find  and  drink  up. 

Sure  enough,  on  the  very  next  morning.  Sir  Walter 

Perceives  in  his  wftlks,  this  same  cup  on  the  altar. 

As  he  feels  rather  thirsty,  he  *8  just  about  drinking. 

When  Miss  Fnncit,  in  tenrs,  comes  in  running  like  winking  j 

He  pauses  of  course,  and  as  she's  thirsty,  too, 

Bays,  very  politely,  "  Miss,  I  after  you  I" 
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The  young  lady  curtsies,  tmd  being  so  dry, 
liaises  somehow  her  fair  little  finger  so  high, 
Thrtt  there's  not  n  drop  left  him  to  *'  wet  t'other  eye;** 
While  the  dose  is  so  strong,  to  his  grief  and  sui'prise, 
Bhe  merely  says,  "Thankee,  Sir  Walter,"  and  dies. 
At  that  moment  the  King,  who  is  riding  to  cover, 
pops  in  en  passant  on  the  desperate  lover, 
Who  has  vow'd  not  five  minutes  before,  to  transfix  him 
— So  he  does, — he  just  pulls  out  his  arrow  and  sticks  him. 
From  the  strength  of  his  arm,  and  the  force  of  his  blow8» 
The  Red-bearded  Rover  falls  flat  on  his  nose; 
And  Sir  Walter,  thus  having  concluded  his  quarrel, 
Walks  down  to  the  foot-lights,  and  draws  this  fine  moral : 
«« Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Lead  sober  lives : — 
Don't  meddle  with  other  folks'  Sweethearts  or  Wives!— 
When  you  go  out  a  sporting,  take  care  of  your  gun. 
And  —  never  shoot  elderly  people  in  fun! " 


MARIE  MIGNOT. 

Miss  Marie  Mjgsot  was  a  nice  little  Maid, 

Her  Uncle  a  Cook,  and  a  Laundress  her  trmd«^ 

And  she  loved  as  dearly  as  any  one  can 

Mister  Lagardie,  a  nice  little  man. 

But  oh  !     But  oh  I 

Story  of  woe ! 
A  sad  interloper,  one  Monsieur  Modeau, 

Ugly  and  old. 

With  plenty  of  gold. 

Made  his  approach 

In  an  elegant  coach, 
flor  fancy  wns  charm'd  with  the  splendour  and  show 
And  he  bore  off  the  false-hearted  Molly  Mignot. 
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MoQifieur  Modeau  was  crazy  and  old. 
And  Monsieur  Modeau  caught  a  terrible  cold. 
His  nose  was  stuff 'd  and  his  throat  was  sore, 
lie  had  physic  by  the  quart  and  Doctors  by  the  sooro 
They  sent  quills 
And  pills, 

And  very  long  bills, 
And  all  they  could  do  did  not  make  him  get  well, 
He  sounded  his  M's  and  N's  like  an  L. 
A  shocking  bad  cough 
At  last  took  him  off, 
And  Mister  Lagardie,  her  former  young  beau. 
Came  a-courting  again  to  the  Widow  Modeau. 

Mister  Lagardie,  to  gain  him  ielat. 
Had  cut  the  Cook's  shop  and  followed  the  law ; 
And  when  Monsieur  Modeau  set  out  on  his  joumey» 
Was  an  Articled  Clerk  to  a  Special  Attorney. 

He  gave  her  a  call, 

On  the  day  of  a  ball, 
To  which  she  'd  invited  the  courts  camp  and  all ; 

But  **  poor  dear  Lagardie," 

Again  was  too  tardy. 

For  a  Marshal  of  France 

Had  just  ask*d  her  to  dance ; 
In  a  twinkling,  the  ci-devant  Madame  Modeau 
Was  wife  of  the  Marshal  Lord  Marquis  Dinot. 
Mister  Lagardie  was  shock'd  at  the  news, 
And  went  and  enlisted  at  once  in  the  Blues. 

The  Marquis  Dinot 

Felt  a  little  so  so  — 
Took  physic,  grew  worse,  and  had  notice  to  go^-" 
He  died,  and  was  shelved,  and  his  Lady  so  gay 
Bmiled  again  on  Lagardie  now  placed  on  full  pay, 
A  Swedish  Field-Marshal  with  a  guuiea  a  day; 

When  an  old  Ex-King 

Just  show'd  her  the  ring ; 
83* 
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To  be  Queen,  she  conceiTed  was  a  very  fine  thing ; 

But  the  King  tum*d  a  Monk, 

And  Lagardie  got  drunk, 
And  said  to  the  Lady  with  a  deal  of  ill-breeding, 
«*  You  may  go  to  the  d — ^l  and  I  'U  go  to  Sweden." 

Thus  between  the  two  stools, 

Like  some  other  fools, 

Her  Ladyship  found 

Herself  plump  on  the  ground; 
So  she  cried,  and  she  stamped,  and  she  sent  for  a  hack^ 
And  she  droTe  to  a  convent  and  never  came  back. 


Moral. 

Wives,  Maidens,  and  Widows,  attend  to  my  lay— 
If  a  fine  moral  lesson  you'd  draw  from  a  play, 
To  the  Haymarket  go 
And  see  Marie  Mignot, 
Miss  Kelly  plays  Marie,  and  Williams  Modeau ; 
Mrs.  Glover  and  Vining 
Are  really  quite  shining, 
And  though  Thompson  for  a  Marquis 
Has  almost  too  much  carcass. 
Yet  it 's  not  fair  to  pass  him  or 
John  Cooper's  Cassimir, 
And  the  piece  would  be  barren 
Without  Mr,  Farren ; 
No  matter,  go  there,  and  they'll  teach  you  the  guill 
Of  coquetting  and  ogling,  and  playing  the  jilt. 
Such  folks  gallop  awhile,  but  at  last  they  get  spilt; 
Had  Molly  Mignot 
Behaved  comme  il/aui. 
Nor  taiarried  the  Lawyer  nor  Marquis  Dinot, 
She  had  ne'er  been  a  nun,  whose  fare  very  hard  ifl» 
But  the  mother  of  half-a-score  little  Lagardies. 
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TiiREB  little  Demons  hare  broken  I008& 

From  the  National  School  below ! 

They  are  resolved  to  play  truant  to-day, 

Their  primer  and  slate  they  have  cast  awAy, 

And  away,  away,  they  go ! 

"  Hey  boys !  hey  boys !  up  go  we  I 

Who  80  merry  as  we  three  ?  " 

The  reek  of  that  most  infernal  pit. 

Where  sinful  souls  are  stewing, 
Rises  80  black,  that  in  yiewing  it, 
A  thousand  to  one  but  you  *d  ask  with  surprisis 
As  its  murky  columns  meet  your  eyes, 

"Pray  is  Old  Nick  a  brewing?" 
Thither  these  three  little  Devils  repair. 
And  mount  by  steam  to  the  uppermost  air. 

They  have  got  hold  of  a  wandering  star. 
That  happen'd  to  come  within  haiL 

0  swiftly  they  glide  I 

As  they  merrily  ride 

All  a  cock-stride 

Of  that  Comeths  tail. 
Oh  the  pranks !     Oh  the  pranks  t 
The  merry  pmnks,  the  mad  pranks, 

These  wicked  urchins  play  I 
They  kiss'd  the  Vtrgin  and  filVd  her  with  dread. 
They  popped  the  Scorpion  into  her  bed ; 
They  broke  the  pitcher  of  poor  A  quariiu, 
They  stole  the  arrows  of  Sagittariut, 
And  they  skimm*d  the  Milky  Way. 

(391) 
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They  fiird  the  Scales  with  sulphur  ftiU, 
They  halloed  the  Dog- Star  on  at  the  BuU^ 
And  pleased  themselves  with  the  noise. 

They  set  the  lAon 

On  poor  Orion; 

They  shaved  all  the  hair 

Oif  the  I.tsstr  Bear! 

They  kickM  the  shins 

Of  tlie  Gtmimi  Twiru — 

Those  heavenh   Siamese  Boys!— 
Never  was  such  confusion  and  wrack, 
As  they  produced  in  the  Zodiac!  — 

<<  Huzza!     Huzza! 
Away !     Away ! 
Let  us  go  down  to  the  earth  and  play! 
Now  we  go  up,  up,  up. 
Now  we  go  down,  down,  down. 
Now  we  go  backwards,  and  forwards, 
Now  we  go  round,  round,  round ! " 
Thus  they  gambol,  and  scramble,  and  tear. 
Till  at  last  they  ar-ive  at  the  nethermost  air. 

And  pray  now  what  were  these  Devilet?  call'dt 
These  three  little  Fiends  so  gay ! 
One  was  Cob! 
Another  was  Mob  ! 
.  Tne  last  and  the  least  was  young  ChiHabobl 
Queer  little  devils  were  they ! 

Cob  was  the  strongest, 
Mob  was  th«5  wrongest, 
Chitlabcb't  tail  wan  the  finest  and  longest! 
Three  moi-e  fTOlicksomo  Imps,  I  ween, 
Beelzebub's  self  hath  seldom  seen. 

Ovor  Mountain,  over  Fell, 
tllussy  Fountain,  mossy  Bell, 
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Rocky  Lsknd,  barren  Strand* 

Oyer  Ocean,  oTcr  Land; 
With  frisk  and  bound,  and  squeaks  and  squallb^ 
Heels  oyer  head,  and  head  over  heels; 
With  curlings  and  twistings,  and  twirls  and  wheeleriofl^ 
Down  they  drop  at  the  gate  of  the  TuiUeria. 

Courtiers  were  bowing  and  making  legs, 
While  Charley  le  Rot  was  bolting  eggs: 

**Mob,"  says  Cob, 

*'Chiitabob,*'  says  Mob, 
"Come  here,  you  young  Beril,  we*r€  m/or  ajobP^ 

Up  jumps  Cob  to  the  Monarch's  ear, 

«'  Charley,  my  jolly  boy,  never  fear; 

If  you  mind  all  their  jaw 

About  Charter  and  Law, 
Tou  might  just  as  well  still  be  the  Count  d^Artoi§i 

No  such  thing, 

Show  *em  you're  King, 
Tip  *em  an  Ordinance,  that's  the  thing  !'* 

Charley  dined. 

Took  his  pen  nnd  sign'd ; 
Then  Mob  kick'd  over  his  throne  from  behind! 
**  Huzza!   Huzza!  we  may  scamper  now! 
For  here  we  have  kicked  ud  a  jolly  good  row !' " 

'*  Over  the  water  and  over  the  Sea, 

And  over  the  water  with  Charlie ;" 
Now  they  came  skipping  and  grinning  with  g\m^ 
Not  pausing  to  chaff  or  to  parley. 
Over,  over. 
On  to  Dover; 
On  fun  intent. 
All  through  Kent 
These  mischievous  devils  so  merrily  went 
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Over  hill  and  over  dale, 
Sunken  hollow,  lofty  ric'-je, 
Frowning  cliff,  and  smiling  vale, 
Down  to  the  foot  of  Westminster-bridgu. 

•*  Hollo,"  says  Co6, 

"  There's  the  Duke  and  Sip  Bob  I 
After  *em  Chittabob,  after  *em  Mob." 
Mob  flung  graTel,  and  Chittabob  pebbles. 
His  Grace  c *d  them  both  for  a  couple  of  rebels  I 

His  feelings  were  hurt. 

By  the  stones  and  the  dirt— 

In  went  be, 

In  an  ecstasy 
And  bkw  up  the  nobles  of  high  degree. 

"Mr.  Brougham,  Mr.  Huisei 

May  fret  and  may  fume  — 
And  so  may  all  you  whom  I  see  in  this  room ; 
Come  weal,  come  woe,  come  calm,  come  storm  — 
I  *11  see  you  all  —  ble^s^d — ere  I  give- you  reform  !*• 
"  Bravo !"  says  Chittabob,  "  That's  your  sort. 
Come  along,  schoolfellcws,  here 's  more  sport. 

Look  there !  look  there ! 

There  *s  the  great  Lord  May*r ! 
With  the  gravest  of  Deputies  close  to  his  chair 

With  Hobler,  his  Clerk! 

Just  the  tiling  for  a  lark; 
Hnzzfth !  huzznh !  boys,  follow  me  now ; 
Here  we  may  kick  up  another  good  row." 

Here  they  are, 

Swift  as  a  Btar, 
Th?y  shoot  in  mid  air,  over  Temple  Bar! 

Tom  Macaulay  beheld  the  flight, 
Ot  these  three  little  dusky  9ons  of  night. 
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Und  his  heart  swell'd  with  joy  and  elation >- 

"Oh,  see!"  quoth  he, 

"  Those  Niggierlingt  three, 
lYho  hare  just  got  emancipation  I" 

Lord  Key  took  fright: 

At  the  very  first  sight, 
rhe  whole  Court  of  Aldermen  wheel'd  to  the  right; 
Some  ran  from  Chittaboh  —  more  from  Mob,     * 
rhe  great  loeutn  tenens  jump'd  up  upon  Cob, 

Who  roar*d  and  ran 

With  the  Alderman 
To  the  Home  Office,  pick-a-back  —  catch  'em  who  nan! 

"  Stay  at  home  —  here  *8  a  plot, 

And  I  can  *t  tell  you  what, 

If  you  don't  I'll  be  shot. 

But  you'll  all  go  to  pot" 
All,  little  he  ween'd,  while  the  ground  he  thus  ntn  over, 
*Twas  a  Cob  he  bestrode  —  not  his  white  horse  from  Hanover. 

Back  they  came  galloping  through  the  Strand, 
When  Joseph  Lancaster,  stick  in  hand, 
Popp'd  up  his  head  before  'em. 

Well  we  know. 

That  honest  old  Joe, 
Is  a  sort  of  High  Master  down  beiow, 
And  teaches  the  Imps  dettnrinn. 
Satan  had  started  him  olf  in  a  cf  :iok, 
To  flog  these  three  little  runaways  back. 

Fear  each  assailft; 

Every  one  quails ; 
"Oh  dear!  how  he'll  tickle  our  little  black  tmlat 

Have  done,  have  done. 

Here's  that  son  of  a  gun, 
Old  Joe,  come  after  us, — run,  bo-<8,  run." 
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Off  ran  Cob, 
Off  ran  Mob, 
Ana  off  in  a  fright  ran  young  ChUiabob, 
Joe  caught  ChiUabob  just  by  the  tail* 

And  Cob  by  his  crumpled  horn ; 
Bitterly  then  did  these  Imps  bewail. 
That  ever  they  were  boml 
Mob  got  away, 
But  none  to  this  day, 
Know  exactly  whither  he  went; 
Some  say  he 's  been  seen  about  BlaokfHars-brid^'e 
And  some  say  he 's  down  in  Kent 

But  where'er  he  may  roam. 
He  has  not  ventured  home, 
Since  the  day  the  three  took  wing, 
And  many  suppose. 
He  has  changed  his  clothes ; 
And  now  goes  by  the  name  of  "Swrng^,*^ 


THE   POPLAR. 

At,  here  stands  the  Poplar,  so  tall  and  so  stately, 
On  whose  tender  rind — 'twas  a  little  one  then^- 

We  carved  her  initials ;  though  not  very  lately 
We  think  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

1  es,  hero  is  the  G  which  proclaimed  Georgiana : 

Our  heart's  empress  then ;  see,  'tis  gi'own  all  askew; 

And  it's  not  without  grief  we  perforce  entertain  a 
Conviction,  it  now  looks  much  more  like  a  Q. 

This  should  be  the  great  D  too.  that  once  stood  for  Bobbin, 

Her  lov'd  patronymic  —  ah !  can  it  be  so  ? 
Its  once  fair  proportions,  time,  too  has  been  robbing ; 

AD?  —  we'll  he  Derd  if  it  isn't  an  0! 
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A]iM !  how  the  soul  eeutimental  it  vexes, 

That  thus  on  our  labours  stem  Chronos  should  flrown ; 
Bhould  change  our  soft  liquids  to  izzards  and  Xes, 

And  tarn  true-love's  alphabet  all  upside  down ' 


MY   LETTERS. 

**LIten  scripta  manet."— Old  Bav. 

AifOTHER  mizzling,  drizzling  day ! 

Of  clearing  up  there 's  no  appearance ; 
So  I  '11  sit  down  without  delay, 

And  here,  at  least,  I  '11  make  a  clearance  I 

3h  ne'er  "  on  such  a  day  as  this," 
Would  Dido  with  her  woes  oppressed 

Have  woo'd  ^neas  back  to  bliss, 
Or  Troilus  gone  to  hunt  for  Cressid ! 

No,  they  *d  have  stay'd  at  home,  like  me, 
And  popp'd  their  toes  upon  the  fender. 

And  drunk  a  quiet  cup  of  tea :  — 
On  days  like  this  one  can't  be  tender. 

So,  Molly,  draw  that  basket  nigher, 
And  put  my  desk  upon  the  table  — 

Bring  that  Portfolio  —  stir  the  fire — 
Mow  off  as  fast  as  you  are  able ! 

First  here 's  a  card  from  Mrs.  Grimes, 

"  A  ball  1 " —  she  knows  that  I  'm  no  dancer - 

That  woman 's  ask'd  me  fifty  times, 
And  yet  J  never  send  an  answer. 
84 
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'*Deab  J\CK, — 

Just  lend  ine  twenty  pounds, 
Till  Monday  next>  when  I  '11  return  it 
Yours  truly, 

Henry  Gibbs.'* 
Why  Z— ds ! 
1  Wn  seen  the  man  but  twice  —  here,  bum  it. 

One  from  ray  Cousin  Sophy  Daw  — 

Full  of  Aunt  Margery's  distresses ; 
**  The  Cat  has  kitten'd  in  *  the  draw^^ 

And  ruin'd  two  bran-new  silk  dresses." 

From  Sam,  "The  Chancellor's  motto," — nay 
Confound  his  puns,  he  knows  I  hate  'em ; 

"Pro  Rege,  Lege,  Grege," — Ay, 
**  For  King  read  Mob !  '*     Brougham's  old  erratmn. 

From  Seraphina  Price — *•' At  two" — 

"Till  then  I  can't,  my  dearest  John,  stir;" 

Two  more  because  I  did  not  go. 
Beginning  »*  Wretch  "  and  "  Faithless  Monster ! " 

"Dear  Sir,— 

"  This  morning  Mrs.  P 

Who 's  doing  quite  as  well  as  may  be, 
Presented  me  at  half-past  three 

Precisely,  with  another  baby. 

"  We  *11  name  it  John,  and  know  with  pleasure 
You  'U  stand  " —  Five  guineas  more,  confound  it     - 

I  wish  they  'd  call  it  Nebuchadnezzar, 

Or  thrown  it  in  the  Thames  and  drowu'd  it. 

What  have  we  next  ?     A  civil  Dun ; 

"John  Brown  would  take  it  as  a  favour" — 
Another,  and  a  surlier  one, 

"  I  can't  put  up  with  tick  behaviour  " 
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"  BUI  BO  long  standing/' — •»  quite  tired  out,"— 
**  Must  sit  dawn  to  insist  on  payment,*' 

**  Called  ten  times," —  Here'«  a  fuss  about 
A  few  coats,  waistcoats,  and  small  raiment t 

For  once  I'll  send  an  answer,  and  in- 
form Mr.  Snip  he  needn't  "call"  so; 

But  when  his  bill's  as  **  tired  of  standing" 
As  he  is,  beg  'twill  <*  sit  down  also." 

This  from  mj  rich  old  Uncle  Ned, 
Thanking  me  for  my  annual  present ; 

And  saying  he  last  Tuesday  wed 
His  cook-maid,  Molly — vastly  pleasant  I 

An  ill-spelt  note  from  Tom  at  school. 
Begging  I  '11  let  him  learn  the  fiddle ; 

Another  from  that  precious  fool, 
Miss  Pyefinch,  with  a  stupid  riddle. 

"  B  'ye  give  it  up  ?  "  Indeed  I  do ! 

Confound  these  autiquated  minxes ; 
I  won't  play  "  BiUy  Black  "  to  a  "  Blue," 

Or  CEdipus  to  such  old  sphinxes. 

A  note  sent  up  from  Kent  to  show  me, 

Left  with  my  bailiff,  Peter  King ; 
"  I'll  biu'u  them  precious  stacks  down,  blow  mel 

**  Yours  most  sincerely, 

"Captain  Swing." 

Four  begging  letters  with  petitions, 

One  from  my  sister  Jane,  to  pray, 
I'll  "execute  a  few  commissions 

In  Bond  Street,  *•  when  I  go  that  way," 

"  And  buy  at  PearsaTs  in  the  City 
Twelve  skeins  of  silk  for  netting  purses: 

TDlour  no  matter,  so  it's  pretty;  — 

Two  hundred  pens" — two  hundred  cuneil 
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From  Mistress  Jones:  *<  My  little  Billy 

Goes  up  his  schooling  to  begin, 
Will  you  just  8t«p  to  Piccadilly, 

And  meet  him  when  the  coach  comes  in  ? 

<*  And  then,  perhaps,  you  will  as  well,  see 
The  poor  dear  fellow  safe  to  school 

At  Dr.  Smith's  in  Little  Chelsea ! " 
Heaven  send  he  flog  the  little  fool ! 

From  Lady  Snooks :   "  Dear  Sir,  you  know 
You  promised  me  last  woek  a  Rebus ; 

A  something  smart  and  apropoSj 
For  my  new  Album?" — Aid  me,  Phoebus! 

"  My  first  is  followed  by  my  second ; 

Yet  should  my  first  my  second  see, 
A  dire  mishap  it  would  be  reckoned, 

And  sadly  shock'd  my  first  would  be. 

"  Were  I  but  what  my  whole  implies, 
And  pass'd  by  chance  across  your  portal : 

You'd  cry  *Can  I  believe  my  eyes? 
I  never  saw  so  queer  a  mortal !  * 

•»  For  then  my  head  would  not  be  on. 
My  arms  their  shoulders  must  abandon ; 

My  verj'  body  would  be  gone, 
I  should  not  have  a  leg  to  stand  on." 

Come,  that's  dispatch'd — what  follows? — StAy 
"  Reform  demanded  by  the  nation; 

Vote  for  Tagrag  and  Bobtail ! "     Ay, 
By  Jove  a  blessed  Reformation  I 

Jack,  clap  the  saddle  upon  Rose  — 
Or  no !  —  the  filly — she 's  the  fleeter ; 

The  devil  take  the  rain  —  here  goes, 
T  'in  off  —  a  plumper  for  Sir  Peter  I 
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(IMITATED   FROM    MARTIAL.) 

A  Fbiend  I  met  eome  half  hour  since  — 

"  Oood-morroWf  Jack!"  quoth  I; 
The  new-made  Knight,  like  any  Prince 

Frown*d,  nodded,  and  pass'd  by ; 
When  up  came  Jem—  *•  Sir  John,  your  Slav,^** 

"Ah,  James,  we  dine  at  eight  — 
Fail  not  —  (low  bows  the  supple  knave) 

Don't  make  my  lady  wait." 
The  King  can  do  no  wrong  T    As  I  'm  a  sinner, 
He  'a  spoilt  an  honest  tradesman  and  my  dinner.' 


THE  CONFESSIOX. 

Thkki'8  somewhat  on  my  breast,  father, 

There's  somewhat  on  my  brenytl 
The  livelong  day  I  sigh,  father, 

And  at  night  I  cannot  rest. 
1  cannot  take  my  rest,  father. 

Though  I  would  fain  do  so ; 
A  weary  weight  oppresseth  me  — 

This  weary  weight  of  woe  I 

*Tis  not  the  lack  of  gold,  father. 

Nor  want  of  worldly  gear ; 
My  lands  are  broad,  and  fair  to  see, 

My  friends  are  kind  and  dear, 
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My  kia  are  leal  and  true,  father. 

They  mourn  to  see  my  grief; 
But  oh  I  'tip  not  a  kinsman's  hand 

Can  give  my  heart  relief! 

'Tis  not  that  Janet's  false,  father, 

'Tis  not  that  she 's  unkind ; 
The'  busy  flatterers  swarm  arooiHly 

I  know  her  constant  mind. 
'Tis  not  her  coldness,  father, 

That  chills  my  hibouring  breast, 
It  *8  that  confounded  cucumber 

I  We  eat,  and  can't  digest. 


SONG. 


Thbrb  sits  a  bird  on  yonder  tree, 

More  fond  than  Cushat  Dove ; 
Thore  sits  a  bird  on  yonder  tree,  ' 

And  sings  to  me  of  love.  I 

Oh  1  stoop  thee  from  thine  eyrie  dowa '  ' 

And  nestle  thee  near  my  heart. 
For  the  moments  fly, 
And  the  hour  is  nigh. 
When  thou  and  I  must  part, 
My  love  I 
When  thou  and  I  must  part. 


In  yonder  covert  lurks  a  Fawn, 
The  pride  of  the  sylvan  scen«; 

In  yonder  covert  lurks  a  Fawn, 
And  I  am  his  only  queen : 
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Oh !  bound  from  thy  secret  lair, 
For  the  son  is  below  the  west ; 
No  mortal  eye 
May  our  meeting  spy. 
For  all  are  closed  in  rest, 
My  loTe  I 
£Hch  eye  is  closed  m  rest 


Oh,  sweet  is  the  breath  of  mom  I 

When  the  sun's  fir:4t  beams  appea?; 
Oh !  sweet  is  the  shepherd^s  strain, 
When  it  dies  on  the  listening  ear ; 
And  sweet  the  soft  voice  wiiich  speaiu 
The  Wanderer's  welcome  home ; 
But  sweeter  far 
By  yon  pale,  mild  star, 
With  our  true  Love  thus  to  roam, 

My  dear  I 
With  our  own  true  Love  to  ruam  I 


EPIGRAM. 


Brats  L ,  so  says  a  knight  of  the  pen, 

**  lias  exposed  himself  much  at  the  head  of  his  ncn," 
As  his  men  ran  away  without  waiting  to  fight. 
To  expose  himself  there 's  to  be  first  in  the  flight. 
Had  it  not  been  as  well,  when  he  saw  his  men  quail. 
To  have  stay'd  and  exposed  himself  more  at  their  tail  ? 
Or  say,  is  it  fair,  m  this  noblest  of  quarrels, 
To  suffer  the  chief  to  engross  all  the  laurels  T 
No !  his  men,  so  the  muse  to  all  Europe  shall  sing, 
Haye  exposed  theroscWes  fully  as  much  as  their  kin^. 
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EHEU  FUOACES. 

What  Horace  says  is, 
Eheu  fugueta 

Annilabunlur^  Pottume^  Po*tumt! 

Years  glide  away,  and  are  lost  to  me,  lost  to  me] 
iVbv,  when  the  folks  in  the  dance  sport  their  merrytoed, 
Taglionis  and  Ellslers,  Duvernays  and  Geritos, 
Sighing,  I  murmur,  **  0  viihi  prmleritoa!" 


SONG. 


*Ti8  sweet  to  think  the  pure  ethereal  being, 
Whose  mortal  form  reposes  with  the  dead. 

Still  hovers  round  unseen,  yet  not  unseeing, 
Benignly  smiling  o'er  the  mourner's  bed ! 

She  comes  in  dreams,  a  thing  of  light  and  lip;htneS($; 

I  hear  her  voice,  in  still,  small  accenti<,  tell 
Of  realms  of  bliss,  and  never-fading  briglitncss : 

Where  those  who  lov'd  on  earth,  together  dwell. 

Ah  I  yet  a  while,  blest  sh.i«le,  thy  flight  delaying, 
The  kindred  soul,  with  mystic  converse  cheer; 

To  her  rapt  gaze,  in  visions  bland  displaying, 
The  unearthly  glories  of  thy  happier  sphi-re ! 

Vet,  yet  remain  I  till  freed  like  thee,  delighted, 
She  spurns  tlfti  thraldom  of  cncnmb'ring  clay ; 

Then  as  on  earth,  in  tendercst  love  united, 
Together  coek  the  realms  of  endless  day ! 

4(M 
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